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Pandemic Jobless Relief to NJ Workers Tops
$22.8B, Labor Department Reports

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 18, 2021

TRENTON - The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development distributed
$455 million in unemployment benefits last week, which increased the total of pandemic-
related jobless relief to $22.8 billion.

The unprecedented increase in unemployment benefits is a primary reason the personal
income of New Jerseyans rose 7.3 percent during the third quarter over the prior year, despite
the ongoing pandemic, according to research from Pew Charitable Trusts released
Wednesday. New Jersey is one of seven states that saw a greater than 50 percent increase in
government aid from the same period in 2019.

The Department received 11,563* new unemployment claims last week — 4,629 fewer than the
week prior, which is a week-over-week drop of nearly 29 percent, and the lowest number of
new initial claims since the COVID-19 pandemic shuttered businesses in mid-March of last
year.

The number of initial unemployment claims has averaged around 16,100 per week for the prior
four weeks. The number of initial unemployment claims received since mid-March of 2020
now surpasses 2 million*, more than at any other point in history.

“Department of Labor staff are reminded every day of the tremendous toll COVID-19 is taking
on New Jersey workers and businesses,” said Labor Commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo.
“That’s why we are pushing forward on dual fronts — first, and foremost, serving workers in
need, and secondly, urging Congress to pass a new, comprehensive and long-term relief bill
before current benefits expire on March 13, which could leave millions of workers across the
country temporarily and devastatingly without benefits.”

The average per claimant benefit is now $15,550. Approximately 84 percent
of active claimants have received more than $10,000 in benefits; 60 percent have received
more than $20,000; and 20 percent have received more than $30,000.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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As of the latest reporting, more than $33 billion in
unemployment benefits have been sent to Garden
State workers. With federal benefits set to expire
on September 4, we encourage everyone to check
your email and visit MyUnemployment.nj.gov for
updates and available resources.

AMOUNT PAID OUT: $33 BILLION
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Weekly totals of new unemployment claims

WEEK ENDING:
March 21 155,815
March 28 206,253
April 4 214,836
April 11 141,420
April 18 140,139
April 25 71,966
May 9 69,689
May 16 42,365
May 23 34,410
May 30 26,752
KRBk 23,166
June 13 25'*333?%04
June 20 ;
June 27 27965
July 4 47,391
JLIl)I' 11 38,150
‘JUIY 18 25,804
JUIY 25 28,063
August 1 16,573
August 8 13.822
August 15 25405
August 22 20175
August 29 20,176
September 5 22,703
o e 13 19,636 INITIAL CLAIMS
September 19 24,663
September 26 27,168 TOTAL: 2,013,177
October 3 23,607
October 10 29,029
October 17 28,669
October 24 27,201
October 31 24,690
November 7 20,976
November 14 12,986
November 21 12,192
November 28 13,542
December 5 17,023
December 12 16,368
December 19 17,611
December 26 20,460
January 2 20,986
January 9 21833
January 16 16,768
January 23 16,618
January 30 14,606
February 6 16,192
February 13 11,563 | | | | |
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)
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March 21 $47.4 NA NA NA NA NA NA
March28 | §57.9 NA . NA NA NA NA | NA
April 4 $89.8 NA NA NA NA NA | NA
April 11 §140.7 $154.8 NA NA NA NA NA
April 18 $179.7 $238.8 NA NA NA NA | NA
April 25 821 ..'I gZIE 6.3 MA I:.Inl :&ITI. M I;.I-A
May 2 §171.7 $291.1 NA $27.1 NA NA | NA
May 9 §244.7 $502.4 NA $51.6 NA NA | NA
May 16 $239.7 $414 NA $55.6 NA NA | NA
May 23 §236.2 $596.9 MNA §112.3 MA MA NA
May 30 $242.7 $553.5 NA $87.7 NA NA | NA
Sl 57555 | 86352 . NA | 3566 $56.6 _NA A
June 13 §2445 $573.8 NA $60.7 $46.5 NA I NA
June 20 S248 9 $626.1 MA 586.6 5374 MNA NA
June 27 §240.4 $559.7 NA §73.5 $31.7 NA | NA
July 4 $202.9 $536.1 NA $7.7 $31.8 NA ' NA
July 11 2085 5521.3 MA £69.1 524.4 522 NA
July 18 $209.3 $524.5 NA $65.2 $22.7 $3.9 NA
July 25 §197.7 §526.2 NA §77 §25.7 s48 | Na
August 1 §192.1 $513.5 MA 574.7 $33.7 86.5 ' NA
August 8 52026 2008 | WA $86.1 520 s62 | NA
August 15 8175 $95.3 NA 577.8 523.7 $7.1 | N&
August 22 $1673 $703 | NA _ $s2a $20.4 : s6.7 I —
August 29 8171 $64.4 MA 579.7 $20.9 57.2 MNA
"~ September 5 1293 $56.4 NA $84.4 5207 s8 | NA
September 12 $152.9 $39.7 NA $87.6 $21.2 $8.7 NA
September 19 $137 $31.4 NA $85.3 $22.6 $9.6 | NA
September 26 51272 %355 MNA 5895 525.5 510 NA
Dctober 3 51119 $23.2 NA 582.7 $33.8 $10.4 | NA
October 10 §102.8 4§29 NA 589 4454 511.3 NA
October 17 $88.5 $20.5 NA $84.5 $50.8 sns | NA
October 24 881.7 518.2 MA 5853 556.2 51258 | £1,146.5
October 31 $763 $168 | NA . $85.3 | S583 _ s128 | s8ag
Movember 7 8725 5132 MNA 5832 559.7 5128 NA
November 14 $68.2 $12.9 NA $85.1 $61.9 $136 | $562
Movember 21 565.6 512.4 MA 5856 $62.4 5147 43313
_November 28 [IECEN 59 NA $83.9 $62.1 5135 | $13
December 5 NGNS $16.2 NA | $80.5 §59.1 5128 | NA
December 12 $66.1 $12.2 NA $91.6 $66.9 $16.7 | NA
December 19 561.3 5113 MA 5863 562.3 516 5194
_December 26 [ECER] $B2 NA 578.5 $50.3 157 | NA
January 2 §52.9 5.8 NA $85.9 $47.4 $21 NA
January 9 $80 §7.8 NA 495.6 $57.1 $35.3 | NA
January 16 £61.9 56.8 MA £87.9 540 5285 A
January 23 §54.4 $5.5 $288.3 $86.7 §34 §272 | NA
January 30 §58.1 86.6 5162 586.5 $31.5 §27.2 NA
February & $55.2 $7.2 $159.5 $83.3 $27.7 §25.2 | NA
Fl='_l'.|r_|.lar§.I 13 566.3 573 8157 5905 S108 526.1 MNA&
TATAL $6,504.3 $8,907.9 §766.8 $3,329.8 §1,560.4 §446.1 $1,345.6

BENEFITS PAID

NA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

PUA and PEUC were authorized by Congress under the CARES Act through Dec. 26, then
extended under the Continued Assistance to Unemployed Workers Act through March 13,
2021. The maximum eligibility for PUA is now 57 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 24 weeks
of additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended
benefits (EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits. The renewed FPUC benefit is a $300/week
unemployment supplement for anyone collecting unemployment in any amount; the original
program, which provided $600/week in supplemental benefits, expired in July. Lost Wages
Assistance (LWA) was funded by FEMA and provided six weeks of supplemental benefits to
people unemployed Aug. 1 through Sept. 5 due to COVID.

For more information on state or federal unemployment programs,
visitmyunemployment.nj.gov.

Visit New Jersey's jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf. For archived NJ claims
data, visithttps://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.
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*This represents the final number for the week ending Feb. 13. The number listed for New
Jersey by the US Department of Labor —10,949 — js based on advanced reporting.

**This number includes 224,800 claims that have been reopened by residents who returned to
unemployment after a period of employment within a calendar year, as well as claims that
later turned out to be fraudulent.
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