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Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

Black History Month

It is hard to believe we are already in the second week of the
second month of 2023. In my estimation, it is and will continue to
be a busy but productive year for the Department.

| recently attended the FORSCOM DCG-ARNG TAG Huddle with my
fellow Adjutant Generals to discuss issues impacting the mission
of the Army National Guard, our soldiers, and their families.

| also had the opportunity to participate in the European Strategy
conference and workshop in Germany with some of our most
senior leadership from all three components of the Army. | can say
that the future is now and that we are engaged and well positioned
to contribute to the National Defense Strategy.

On February 6th, the Westfield Armory hosted me and a group of
approximately twenty-five state and military men and women at my
Quarterly women'’s forum. | am the host but it is the soldiers,
airmen, and civilians who work in the Departments meeting. Next
quarters meeting location and date will be set and communicated
via email and all are invited to attend and contribute.

On February 7th, | had the opportunity to take some of our
legislators on a tour of our Menlo Park Veterans Memorial Home
and showcase the outstanding work that is done there and the
quality of care we provide for our Veterans, Veteran Spouses, and
Gold Star families who call our facility home.

While we celebrate the accomplishments of all of our personnel
each day, February is Black History month.

75 years ago this month, before President Truman desegregated
America’s military, the New Jersey National Guard became the first
integrated state militia. To read the story, visit: New Jersey National
Guard Pioneered the End of Segregation.

To gain more insight into New Jersey's military past, we
recommend two historical narratives.

Sanspeur ("Without Fear") by Dr. (COL Ret) William C. Lowe is a


https://nj.gov/military/outreach/newsletters/20230208.html
https://www.af.mil/News/Features/Display/Article/1454070/new-jersey-national-guard-pioneered-segregations-end/
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/assets/documents/Sanspeur.pdf

scholarly work chronicling the segregated Army from the Civil War
through the post-WWII period.

In Freedom to All - New Jersey's African-American Civil War Soldiers,
author Joseph G. Bilby provides a chapter on the heroic exploits of
the 22nd United States Colored Infantry.

Throughout the Department there will be several opportunities to
attend and/or participate in events to highlight and/or inform us
about the contributions past or present by African Americans; it is
my hope that you find the time to attend at least one.

Thank you for what you do every day in
service to our Veterans, military
personnel and their families.

We encourage you to share ideas, events
and feedback. Please email our team at
outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Brigadier General Lisa J. Hou, D.O.
The Adjutant General & Commissioner

The End of Segregation in NJ
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DECEMBER 16, 1947
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DOES THE ARUY DEPARTYENT PCLICY PROMIBIT MIXED COMPANIES AND STMILAR nm
COPCOE) OF BOTH NHITE AND NEGRO SOLDIERS?

ALFRED E. DRISCOLL :
COVEANOR OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Telegram sent from New Jersey Governor Alfred E. Driscoll to James V. Forrestal,
Secretary of Defense on Dec. 16, 1947, asking: “Does the Army Department
Policy prohibit mixed companies and similar units composed of both white and
negro soldiers?” New Jersey had passed a new constitution in 1947 that ended
segregation in the New Jersey National Guard. Army policy at the time prohibited
racially mixed units.


mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/assets/documents/22nd-USCT.pdf
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pear Governor Driscolls

On January 8 you addressed to me a tel aphi
in concerning the utilization of Negro m;ﬁf..r 5:
the militla of New Jersey. I have had the matter carefully
reviewed by the military Staff of thls Department and Tive
myself given it full consideration,

In accordance With & report of competent and
experienced officers, the War Department on 27 April 1946
issued regulations which, lmncnﬁ other things, required
(subject to certaln exceptions) that when Negroes are
eanployed in units below the battaliom, they will be
organized into separate units.

This provision was considered to be in the interest
of national defense, and both the Staff and I feel that
this is atill the case. Therefore, these regulations will
be continued in force for the Regular Army and, subject to
the exception noted below, will also be affective for the
Federally recognlzed civilian components of the Army,

I have noted the fact that the people of New Jersey
by direct majority vote have provided in their Constitution
that "no person shall . . . be segregated in the militia
because of race, color . . ." While the authority to
determine all guestions relating to the Federally recognized
Tational Guard must necessarily be exercised by the
Department of the Army, yet I recognize the importance to
& sovereign state of a constitutionsl provision such as
yours, and I have determined that for the present, Army
wilitis units of New Jersey, if otherwise qualified, will
not be denied Federal recogaition on the ground of mon-
Segregation,

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth C. all
Secretary of mw

Letter from Kenneth C. Royall, Secretary of the Army, sent to New Jersey
Governor Alfred E. Driscoll on Feb. 7, 1948, authorizing racially mixed units in the
New Jersey Army National Guard. This made the New Jersey National Guard the

first federally recognized military component to be integrated.

Community
Resource Day

February 18", 2023 10am - 4pm
34 local social service

organizations will be available for
discussions at:

Tabernacle United Methodist Church
Michael Hall

702 Seashore Rd.

Erma, NJ 08204

For additional information please contact
732-850-5453  bistaksp@gmail.com

Snacks and Beverages will be provided
Hazardous weather date 3/18/23

This event will facus on raising community
awareness on the resources available to
provide aid to those in need within our
community... be it food, clothing, shelter,
physical or mental health support, or other
needs.

The following organizations have
committed to participate.

Cape May County Department of Human
Services

‘Cape May County Division of Aging &
Disability

& Meals on Wheels

Cape May County Veterans Services

* US Department of Veterans Affairs

New Jersey Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs

Cape May County One Stop Career Center
Tabernacle Basic Blessings

Cape May Community Food Closet
Family Promise of Cape May County
Hope Pregnancy Center

The Arc

The Branches Qutreach

Cape Assist

Seashore Community Church Food Pantry
St. Barnabas Cares Food Pantry — Villas.
St. Barnabas Thiift Store - Villas

Cape Regional Home Health Care:
managed by BAYADA

Hope One

Visiting Angels

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church —Villas
Volunteers in Medicine

Angelic Health

Redeemer Health

Holy Redeemer Food Pantry

Healthy Living

Brookdale Sr. Living

Pelican Point Post Acute|Nursing &
Rehabilitation

Complete Care —Victoria Commons, NCM
Complete Care CMCH

Atlantic Cape Community College

Cape Regional Hospital

Ennoble Care

‘Our Lady of Angels Food Pantry CMCH
Fare Free
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NJVet2Vet will be hosting an veteran
support group for anyone who can attend.

DATES: ~ LOCATION:  TIME:

2448408- NJ Vietnam 12:00 PM
=8-48-488- Veteran's -2:00PM
b8  Memorial
5/20/23 and
6/17/23 Vietnam Era

Museum

Veterans Ser cer present to help and

call (866) 838-76 more information.

February 24, 2023
11:00am

DMAVA MEDAL CEREMONY & VETERANS
OUTREACH CAMPAIGN

Clearbrook Community
Ballroom

1 Clearbrook Drive
Monroe, NJ 08831

DMAVA will have a Veterans Service Officer present to
help and assist any Veteran or family member.

For more information contact the Veterans Benefits
Bureau at vbb@dmava.nj.gov.


https://www.njvet2vet.com/
mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov

WETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medieal Center and
Community Based Qutpatient Clinie (CBOC)
Outreach Specialist will be hosting a
presentation on information regarding
enrollment, eligibility, services, and programs
offered by the Sessions offer general
information and how to navigate VA. Q & A
and one-on-one information will be provided
for all Veterans, their families, and caregivers
in attendance.

Please contact the VA Outreach Specialist a
VA provider or staff member if you would like
to attend. (Seating is limited and based on
availability)

UPGOMING SESSIONS
4% Thursday of every month
11:00 am

(or scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist)

\WHERE

Atlantic County CBOC
1909 New Road
Northfield, NJ 08225

VA OUTREAGH
SPECIALIST
Jactueling Hinker
302-304-5509

CLINIC STAFF
PACT Team
Nurse Manager
Behavior Health
AMSA Supervisor
AMSA

VETERAN SERVICE
OFFICER

GONTAGTED BY PHONE

VETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medical Center and
Community Based Outpatient Clinic
(CBOC) Outreach Specialist will be
hosting a presentation on information
regarding enrollment, eligibility, services,
and programs offered. The Sessions offer
general information and how to navigate
VA. Q & A and one-on-one information
will be provided for all Veterans, their
families, and caregivers in attendance.

Please contact the VA Ountreach Specialist
a VA provider or staff member if you
would like to attend. (Seating is limited
and based on availability)

UPCOMING SESSIONS
4th Monday of every month

10:00 am

(or scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist)

WHERE
Cape May County CBOC
3801 Route 9 South

Rio Grande, NJ 08242

VA OUTREACH
SPECIALIST
Jacyueline Hinker
302-304-5509

CLINIC STAFF
PACT Team

Nurse Manager
Behavior Health
AMSA Supervisor
AMSA

Physical Therapy

DMAVA

Vso

Alicia Kagan
609-441-3060

or

CMC Veteran
Services Office
David Louderback
609-886-2762




VETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medical Center and
Community Based Outpatient Clinic
(CBOC) Outreach Specialist will be

hosting a presentation on information vn uu"‘mcl'l
regarding enrollment, eligibility, services, SPECIALIST
and programs offered by the Sessions Jacqueline Hinker
offer general information and how to
navigate VA. Q & A and one-on-one 302-304-5509
information will be provided for all
Veterans, their families, and caregivers in
attendance. GLINIC STAFF
PACT Team
Please contact the VA Ouireach Specialist Nurse Manauer
a VA provider or staff member if you =
would like to attend. (Seating is limited Behavior Health
and based on availability) AMSA Supervisor
UPCOMING SESSIONS o
4™ Tuesday of each month DMAVA
Uso

11:00 am

{or scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist)

Cumberland County CBOC
79 W. Landis Avenue
Vineland, NJ 08360

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA)
Outreach, Transition & Economic Development (OTED)

will host a

Virtual Minority Veteran Outreach Symposium
Thursday, February 9, 2023

1:00 — 4:00 p.m. (EST)

In recognition of Black History Month, this s

ymposium will celebrate

African American service in military, as well as Veteran contributions
to our Nation. The symposium will also provide information on
current and future VA benefits, to include filing a VA disability claim
online, fraud prevention and awareness and the Sergeant First Class
(SFC) Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act.

Join on Your Computer or Mobile App via WebEx
Click Here to Join the Symposium

Or Call-In (Audio Only)
Phone: 1-404-397-1596 Access Code: 2762 187 6496



https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/veteransaffairs/j.php?MTID=md5e701c76830c468aac164fe002d352d

* .+ FREE Day of
Medical Care

Services available
+,
« Free Medical Exam *
« Free Vision screening
+ Free Diabetes, BP and
Cholesterol check %
« Free Ortho Consults ;
« Prescription Assistance = »
« Free Vaccinations Friday o,

« Free Fun Activities *
FREE LUNCH +" February 10

+ 12:00 to 6:00
much, much more! Wil dWOO ds
+' Convention
> g'?" i Center

Volunteers
in Medicine
FREE CARE‘ FOR THE UNINSURED

OPERATION SISTERHOG!

€
ey

A
g g Catholic Charities and Operation Sisterhood 4
4 & invite you to attend NEW JERSEY 505 VETERAYS
CATHOLIC CHARITIES STRREHOLBIRS GROIP
Diocese oF PATERSON
Morris County

Stakeholders Meeting

—
The&™JI SOSVETS
Morris County Stakeholder Meeting

Will Meet:
February 15, 2023, at 10:30AM

Hope House
101-103 Bassett Highway
Dover, NJ 07801

Please RSVP to Jackie Looby jlooby@cfp-mnh.org or David Pearson
dpearson(@Catholicharities.org

We welcome all providers who serve our Military, Veterans, and their families to
come network, share and learn from other service providers.
Please have flyers, brochures, and contact info ready to share.

Refreshments will be provided.




New Jeysey Heatth Core System

PACT ACT

ENROLLMENT

EVENT

Eligibility & Enrollment

Toxic Exposure Screenings

VBA Claims Clinic

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2023

CHOOSE YOUR TIME
9:00-10:00AM

JAMES J. HOWARD BRICK CLINIC
970 ROUTE 70
BRICK, NJ 08724

MNot enrolled in VA health care?

Bring your DD2M and o completed 10-10£Z and enroll
on the spot...get screened and starl a claim!
Applying for PACT Act benefits will not cutomatically
impact your current benefits. Veterans whe currently
receive compensation for o service-connected
condition will not have their previously awarded
claims re-adjudicated simply because they file for
new benefits under the PACT Act.

U5, Department of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Health Administration

10:00AM-11:00AM
11:00AM-12:00PM  12:00PM-1:00PM

DID YOU SERVE IN VIETHAM?

Register Here!

Choose your time & email
VANJHCSCommsTeam@va.gov

(=] =]
[=]

Coming Soon!!
PACT Act “On the Road " Events

Fobruary TBD

Hackonsack clinic [or area)

We want to ensure the chosen location

he needs of

ity in that area

Assemblywoman
Cleopatra Tucker
Catholic Charites
)ncs‘s:* ul Palerson

lEhale

STRREROLDEE CROTP

Interfaith Suicide liwareness Seininar

e
Calling all of our Community Faith Based Leaders! Join Us te learn about
community resources available to our veterans in crisis.
Lunch and refreshments will be served!

Presentations by Community Leaders and the Department of
Veteran Affairs Suicide Community Engagement Team

Good Neighbor Baptist Church, 100 Chancellor Avenue, Newark, NI 07112
February 22nd, 2023 11:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
R.S.\LP. at DPearson@catholicharities.org or NISDSVels@gmail.com

Special thanks to SSG Kettles of the Mayor's Office of Newark for her support!



https://www.facebook.com/events/2265871623595348

S, Department
of Veterans Affairs

AIRBORNE HAZARDS ANDBURN PITS /ﬁ\
GNTEROF EXCELLENGE | \W/RIISC VA ‘
dkk T T s Ebye o o

Are you aVeteran with questions or concerns about airborne
hazards and burn pits? Getinformation and answers you need.

Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits:
What You Need to Know

A Class for Veterans

VIRTUALLY on Webex via a personal computer, smart phone or tablet.

REGISTER at: https://veteransaffairs. webex.com/veteransaffairs/

Presenters

« Anays Sotalonge, MD . irborne Haza

Veterans must register for Bumﬁ"‘
. Logging into the class will begin 15 minutes’ the start time. 5
Email njwriiscedteam@vagov with subject heades "Air Haz Class™ if you have difficulty with registration.

DMAVA & Community Calendar

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis
so please bookmark and check back often.

DMAVA Medal Ceremony

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Edward J. Chrystal, left, Officer in Charge, Task
Force-23, U.S. Vietnam Veteran Commemoration, Office of the
Secretary of the Defense, presents the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal to World War Il Veteran Army Technician 4th Grade
Vincent A. Graziano during a New Jersey State Medals Ceremony at
the Quaker Bridge Mall in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, Jan. 19, 2023.


https://dmava.org/event/va-airborne-hazards-and-burn-pits-webinar
https://dmava.org/events

Graziano served in the Asiatic-Pacific Theatre of Operations from
July 1943 to October 1945. He also recently celebrated his 103rd
birthday.

View Images

Veterans Outreach Campaign

Luisa Sanchez, left, Veterans Outreach Specialist, discusses
Veteran's benefits with Air Force and Vietnam War Veteran Louis
Boharsik at the Community & Veterans Wellness & Resource Fair
held at the Atlantic Cape Community College in Cape May Court
House, New Jersey, Jan. 27, 2023.

NJ Veterans' Benefits Guide

Happy Birthday!

World War Il Veteran Anthony Orsini celebrated his 100th birthday
at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home at Menlo Park, Edison,
New Jersey, Feb. 1,2023.

ol ——

Talk to us

YOU ANSWERED

THE CALLOF DUTY,
WE'RE HERE TO
ANSWER THE CALL
FOR YOU.

1-866-838-7654. We are always available 24 ¥ phone



https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720305528260
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.njvet2vet.com/

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.nj.gov
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7714 FIGHTER WING
NEW JERSEY AIR NATIONAL GUARD

Flyover

The New Jersey Air National Guard's 177th Fighter Wing, flying a
four-ship F-16C delta formation for the national anthem before the
NFC Championship game at Lincoln Financial Field Stadium,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Jan. 29, 2023.

DVIDS Video

Facebook Video


mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.177fw.ang.af.mil/
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/872065/177th-fighter-wing-f-16c-flyover-nfc-championship-game
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1500513553776434

View Images

Flyover

Following the flyover of the Philadelphia Eagles' NFC Championship
game, 177th Fighter Wing F-16C Fighting Falcon fighter pilots, from
left, 1st Lt. Zachary Smith, Lt. Col. Michael K. Long, Maj. Eric
Emerson and Maj. John Loveman, landed their vipers and returned
to the Lincoln Financial Field Stadium.

State Partnership Program

Cyprus National Guard Col. Georgios loannou visited the 177th
Fighter Wing for the first in a series of visits by Republic of Cyprus
leaders since the country was named the New Jersey National
Guard's newest partner through the State Partnership Program last
year.

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses up to $20,000
Student Loan Repayment

NEW JERSEY

ARMY

NATIONAL

GUARD
*



https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720305633931
https://www.177fw.ang.af.mil/

Welcome NJYCA Class 55

New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy Class 55 in-processed at
the National Guard Training Center in Sea Girt, N.J., on Jan. 23,
2023.

The NJYCA is an alternative education program designed to reclaim
the lives of at-risk 16 to 18 year old youths and produce graduates
with the values, skills, education, and self-discipline necessary to
succeed as adults.

The National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program was established by
Congress in 1993. New Jersey's first ChalleNGe class began in
September 1994.

View Images

Now accepting applications
for Class 56 - Jul! 2023,



https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720305853743
https://njyca.org/

Camden County One Stop

Thanks to Camden County One Stop Disabled Veterans Outreach
Program Specialist Geoffrey Taylor, who met with residents at
Veterans Haven South Feb. 2, 2023. The New Jersey Department of
Labor and Workforce Development assists Veterans in becoming
"work ready" and obtaining employment. Watch the video to learn
more and to contact Mr. Taylor.

Watch Video

To honor National Vietnam War Veterans

Day, we would like to display your photos
on & continuous slide show on the Mercer

County Veteran Services web page.

Photographs may be submitted by

Veterans or their family members. Include

the Veteran's name, unit, and service dates,

if known. All photos will become the

property of Mercer County and will not
SERVICES =

Submit photos to:

MCVeteranServices@mercercounty.org

You can also drop off images to:

Mercer County Veteraln Services

' 1440 Parkside Ave. Ewing
Mercer County Connections
] 957 Highway 33, Hamilton

SUBMIT PHOTOS BY
MARCH 13, 2023
M

ATTENTION
VIETNAM VETERANS

NEEDED: Volunteer Veteran Mentors!

Help a Fellow Ve Lii i ilitatis nselir T
Th o
e Cape May County Prosecutors Office operates a Veterans Diversion Program (VDP}
which offers with crimes an to trial and The
program offers Veterans and for mental health, substance abuse and

other issues which may have contributed to their arrest and criminal charges.

Instead of Incarceration, the program helps Veterans with:

Treatment and Rehabilitation

C ity services and

Veterans Affairs counseling and benefits
Mentoring support & coaching

VETERAN MENTORS are a vital part of the program, offering a frontline source of
uidance and suppert for the participants...and MORE are needed in our community!

LEND A FELLOW VET A
HELPING HAND?

PLEASE CONTACT:

David L. Shutter
SPC-4, US ARMY — LCDR, USNR
VFW-386, Cape May, NJ

Veteran Diversion Pragram Coordinator
Cape May County Prosecutors Office

dshutter@cmepros.net
609-465-1135



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vetshavensouth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F65mGxt-S5U
https://www.cmcpros.net/resource-page/26

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
County of Atlantic

WILLIAM E. REYNOLDS

Atlantic County Prosecutor
4597 Uname Boubevard, Suste 2

ERIK M. BERGMAN ey BRUCE K. DESHIELDS
eat Al Coagg A Cowsty Diticiser
Fiest Assishont Prasentor N Lovatogs )] 0330 Chiof Gawty Datitie
RICHARD E. McKELVEY 0051800 — Foex 000200700 PATRICK F. SNYDER
Iy — ting Depary Ciig of Detecties
MARIO C. FORMICA. RAYMOND G. ROVSTER
Chief Comesnd 5 e Proseceior Divector of Conimusty Owtrearh
ATTE! TE

FAMILY MEMBERS and SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

The Atantic County Prosecutor’s Office Veterans Diversion
Program s available to certain veterans of the armed services who have
pending non-violent criminal charges in Superior Court.

ACPO is seeking veterans willing to serve as VOLUNTEER
MENTORS to become trained by the New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs in working with fellow veterans through the diversion
process.

For more information, please contact Detective Chris Southard at
southard_c@acpo.org / (609) 209-7965, Detective Hannah Piatt at
piatt_h{@acpo.org/609-909-7839, or Fxecutive Assistant Prosecutor Rick
McKelvey at mekelvey_r@acpo.org / (609) 909-7722.

Defendants whe have served and are currently pending criminal
charges in Superior Court should consult with their attorney or visit

NJ State Agencies

Vote For Valor

Career Connections for Veterans

» Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

« NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support

Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses

Military and Overseas Voting

Troops to Teachers

XA

THE NEW JERSEY'’S GOVERNOR
*

*
COMMUNITY, EMPLOYE
ACADEMIA AWARDS

FEDERAL PARTNERS


https://www.acpo.org/resource-page/55
https://nj.gov/state/sos-vote-for-valor.shtml
https://careerconnections.nj.gov/careerconnections/plan/foryou/veterans/veteran_services.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/troops/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/award-grant-charitable-programs/wvov/

VA | Reiense

VA New York/New Jersey Healthcare Network
Announces New Executive Medical Center Director

EAST ORANGE, NJ —The Department of Veterans Affairs is pleased
to announce the appointment of Patricia O’Kane as the new
Executive Director of the VA New Jersey Healthcare System. Ms.
O’Kane will lead the executive team that oversees healthcare
delivery at 11 locations in New Jersey and is one of the leading
healthcare systems serving Veterans in the New York/New Jersey
VA Health Care Network.

“We are excited to bring Patricia O'Kane on board as the new
Executive Medical Center Director of the VA New Jersey Healthcare
System,” said Dr. Joan Mclnerney, Veterans Integrated Service
Network (VISN) 2 Director. “Her sound leadership qualities and
proven experience will be valuable assets for the healthcare
system, the employees and volunteers, and most importantly, for
the Veterans we are honored to serve. We anticipate she will arrive
at the medical center on February 12, 2023 to begin her
appointment.”

Ms. O’Kane's proven leadership and considerable experience make
her well-equipped to oversee the delivery of high-quality care to our
nation's Veterans at the VA New Jersey Healthcare System. Her
wide variety of roles during her time with VA has allowed her to gain
a strong knowledge of the complexities of VA at the national and
local levels. She is an expert in the VA governance system.
Throughout her time with VA, she has demonstrated that she takes
pride in listening and engaging with clinical and administrative staff
to understand their unique needs and challenges.

VA | Reiense

Suicide Prevention

WASHINGTON - Starting Jan. 17, Veterans in acute suicidal crisis
will be able to go to any VA or non-VA health care facility for
emergency health care at no cost - including inpatient or crisis
residential care for up to 30 days and outpatient care for up to 90
days. Veterans do not need to be enrolled in the VA system to use
this benefit.

This expansion of care will help prevent Veteran suicide by
guaranteeing no cost, world-class care to Veterans in times of
crisis. It will also increase access to acute suicide care for up to 9
million Veterans who are not currently enrolled in VA.

Read Full News Release
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New Airborne Hazards and Open Pit Registry Data
Recently, VA launched a new webpage that shows the number
of Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry (AHOBPR)


https://www.va.gov/new-jersey-health-care/
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5852
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/participants.asp

participants by state and congressional district.

The current webpage contains breakouts as of Sept. 12, 2022, for
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and five other jurisdictions
(Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam, United States Virgin Islands
and Northern Mariana Islands). The data will be updated biannually.

Section 808(b)(2) of the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson
Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of
2022 (PACT Act) requires VA to make information public about the
number of participants in the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit
Registry (AHOBPR) by State and congressional district.

Learn more about the PACT Act.
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Survivor Benefit Plan
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The National Defense Authorization Act for
FY 2023 includes a Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)
Open Season. The SBP Open Season began on

Dec. 23, 2022 and ends on Jan. 1, 2024,

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Proposed Open Season
Congress provided for a Survivor Benefit Plan Open Season in the
2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The SBP Open
Season began on December 23, 2022 and ends on January 1, 2024.

The SBP Open Season allows for retirees receiving retired pay,
eligible members, or former members awaiting retired pay who are
currently NOT enrolled in SBP or RCSBP (Reserve Component
Survivor Benefit Plan) to enroll.

The SBP Open Season also allows eligible members and former
members who are currently enrolled in either SBP or RCSBP to
permanently discontinue their SBP coverage.

Learn More
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Scholarships for Military Children

Scholarships for Military Children

Children of military families can now apply for one of the 500
Defense Commissary Agency $2,000 scholarships for the 2023-
2024 academic year. The Scholarships for Military Children
Program was created to recognize the contributions of military
families to the readiness of the fighting force and to celebrate the
role of the commissary in the military family community.

The deadline to submit an online application is Feb. 15, 2023.


https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/burnpits/participants.asp
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/provide/sbp/SBP-Open-Season-NDAA2023/

Learn More
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Schedule Your PACT Act Event

If your Veterans Service Office, university/college or community
organization would like to host the VA New Jersey Health Care
System (VANJHCS), they will bring the information, screeners and
staff to you and your Veterans. Contact them at VANJHCSCommsT
eam@va.gov to schedule your PACT Act event.
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The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass
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New National Parks Pass

A new lifetime pass for National Parks and Federal Recreation
Lands, called America the Beautiful.

This new lifetime pass for Gold Star Families & Veterans is being
offered to demonstrate the country's immense gratitude and
respect for those who have served and defended our country.

The Interagency Military Pass has been part of the America the
Beautiful — The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands
Pass Series since 2012. On December 27, 2021, President Biden
signed into law S. 1605 “The National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2022” (NDAA). Section 641 of the NDAA makes Gold
Star families and Veterans eligible for lifetime passes to federal
recreational lands.

Learn More at VA News

WVALife

Veterans Affairs Life Insurance
VA Life

Veterans Affairs Life Insurance (VALife) provides guaranteed
acceptance whole life coverage of up to $40,000 to Veterans with
service-connected disabilities. Lesser amounts are available in
increments of $10,000. Under this plan, the elected coverage takes
effect two years after enrollment as long as premiums are paid
during the two-year period.

All Veterans age 80 or under with a VA disability rating of 0 to 100%
are eligible for the VALife program and have no time limit to apply.
Learn More

Featured Links


https://www.fisherhouse.org/programs/scholarship-programs/scholarships-for-military-children/
mailto:VANJHCSCommsTeam@va.gov
https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-national-parks/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife.asp

Download VA Benefit Letters

Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

VA Women's Health Reengagement Training

VA and FCC make it easier for Veterans to get internet access
13 places that offer free wills or trusts for Veterans

Fast facts about new toxic exposure screening for Veterans
Simplifying the Post-9/11 G.1. Bill application process

Free legal services for Veterans, service members

VA Health and Benefits Mobile App - six essential facts
Women Veterans Call Center

Preserve Your Loved Ones Story with Veterans Legacy Memorial

Million Veteran Program

. The Women
{ Veterans Call
7 (Centeris your
' guide to VA.
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https://news.va.gov/111089/13-places-free-wills-trusts-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/110809/fast-facts-toxic-exposure-screening/
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https://news.va.gov/109137/free-legal-services-for-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
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LISTEN TO
PTSD BYTES

A VA PODCAST
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#VetResources

Subscribe to #VetResources to receive a weekly
newsletter from the VA for Veterans, their
families, caregivers, and survivors.
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Vetwork

Veteran Transitional Housing

Vetwork is proud to announce our partnership with Lacey United
Methodist Church as we introduce our Veteran transitional housing
program, Mount Zion!

At Mount Zion, Vetwork is able to provide a safe space for Veterans
to lay their heads as they transition to a more secure housing
situation through the VA or other programs. This is a first for us
here in Ocean County and we have been very lucky to have such
wonderful support from our friends at Lacey United Methodist
Church and their parishioners.

View Facebook Post


https://www.spreaker.com/show/ptsd-bytes
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/
https://www.facebook.com/vetwork.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LaceyUMCNJ/
https://www.facebook.com/vetwork.org/posts/pfbid0cKmA5x8uvW1zNDjiWfzKPHzYPmzSR213uoCeaWFBVnwe5szncbRNnhp2wiZYh8mel

THE NJ VETERANS NETWORK
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
THE NJ STATE VFW
AND THE FOOD BRIGADE
PROUDLY PRESENT
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FREE FOOD AND GROCERIES FOR VETERANS
FEB /9, 2023

FOOD IS AVAILABLE VIA PICK UP AND DELIVERY
IN PARTICIPATING AREAS THROUGHOUT NJ

AGENCY REFERALS WELCOME
MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF SERVICE

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT
DOC SCHUPP 551-293-3049 DOCSCHUPP@GMAIL.COM
OR
MICHAEL BOLL 973-332-1556

SERVICES INCLUDE:

= Veterans Emergency and At:Risk
Housing

* Addiction Detox and Treatment

= Mental Health/Medical Services

* Medicaid (Hospital /Prescription Drugs)

= Case Management of Comprehensive
Veterans' Seniices |

* SNAP(food stampsyGeneral Assistance

* IDfDriver's License/DD214 Applications |

» BusTickets/Iransportation

= Housing Referrals

= Employment Training and Placement

& Work with Allied Veterans to -
coordinate New Jersey and VA benefits

* NRC refers Veterans to VA Medical
Centers and Behavioral Health Clinics |

= MNJRC partners with National
Veterans Legal Services Program

= MJRC helps Veterans with upgrades of
less than honorable discharge status
and other lagal needs

il P ke
*“OUR YETERANS HAVE SERVED THE NATION,
LET US NOW SERVE OUR VETERANS" - NJRC

For more information, please contact
Sharon McGreevey
201.252.7641



https://www.njreentry.org/

SOLDIER ON

SSVF Program

SUPPORTIVE SERVICES
FOR VETERAN FAMILIES

/" Middlesex

mercer ;" Monmouth

Burlington

"\ Gloucester™, camedes

Salem
_ Attantic

If you know of a veteran who Cumberland
Is homeless, or struggling with N
issues related to housing, g
please send them our way! G
Call us for more information:

1-866-406-8449

WE'RE ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS -°q°

If you are a veteran or a first
responder suffering from
PTSD and in need of an
emotional support dog,
please apply today or contact
us for more information

February 10,2012
Operation Enduring Freedom
LCpl. Osbrany M. De Oca

U.S. Marine Corps
North Arlington, New Jersey

February 18,2007
Operation Enduring Freedom
CW3 John A. Quinlan

U.S. Army
Bradley Beach, New Jersey


https://wesoldieron.org/supportive-services-for-veterans-families
https://operationk9beethoven.com/application

February 14,2012
Operation Iragi Freedom
SSGT Oscar E. Canon

U.S. Marine Corps
Dumont, New Jersey

February 21,2010
Operation Enduring Freedom
SGT Marcos Gorra

U.S. Army
North Bergen, New Jersey

Henry Whitman
Cold War / Vietnam

Robert Yancey
WWII / Korea / Vietham

February 8, 1862

The Ninth New Jersey Infantry
became the first New Jersey unit
engaged in a full scale battle in
the Civil War. At Roanoke Island,
North Carolina, the regiment
charged through a swamp, gaining

February 14, 1934

Charles F. Hopkins, the last
surviving New Jersey Civil War
Medal of Honor recipient, died in
Boonton. Hopkins was awarded the
medal for carrying a wounded
comrade off the battlefield at


https://njmilitiamuseum.org/henry-whitman
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/robert-yancey
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/oralhistory

the nickname “Jersey Muskrats.”
The Muskrats lost nine men killed
and twenty-five wounded in the
fight. Among the dead was
Captain Joseph Henry, the first
New Jersey officer killed in action
in the Civil War.

February 8, 1840

Cornelia Hancock, known as the
“Florence Nightingale of America,’
was born at Hancock’s Bridge. In
1863, Hancock traveled to
Gettysburg in the aftermath of the
battle as a volunteer nurse and
served through the remainder of
the Civil War. After the war she
taught freed slaves at Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina and
served as a pioneering social
worker in Philadelphia. Hancock
lived a long, fruitful and socially
useful life before dying in Atlantic
City on December 31, 1927. Her
wartime letters were published in
book form and are an important
Civil War source.

February 12, 1948

Under orders from Governor Alfred
E. Driscoll, the New Jersey
adjutant general’s office published
General Order No. 4, specifying
that “no qualified person shall be
denied any military rights, nor be
discriminated against in exercise
of any military rights, nor be
segregated in the militia because
of religious principles, race, color,
ancestry or national origin,”
officially desegregating the state’s
National Guard, despite opposition
from the United States
Department of War. New Jersey
was the first state to desegregate
its National Guard.

Gaines Mill, Virginia in 1862. He was
buried in Greenwood Cemetery in
Boonton.

February 19, 1945

Marine Sergeant John Basilone of
Raritan, awarded the Medal of
Honor for his heroism on
Guadalcanal in 1942, personally
destroyed a Japanese strong point
on Iwo Jima, using hand grenades
and other explosives. Shortly
afterward, while guiding a tank out
of harm’s way, he was killed in
action. Basilone was posthumously
awarded the Navy Cross, the Marine
Corps’ second highest decoration.
He was inducted into the New
Jersey Hall of Fame in 2011.

February 19, 1968

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Fred
Zabitosky of Trenton, although
wounded himself, rescued a pilot
whose helicopter had crashed and
who was pinned down under heavy
fire on a mission in Laos. He was
awarded the Medal of Honor for his
heroism.

February 20, 1864

A number of African-American New
Jerseyans fought in the ranks of the
Eighth United States Colored
Infantry regiment at the battle of
Olustee, Florida. Jerseymen killed at
Olustee included Charles Anin,
Jacob Hall, Henry Harris, Levi
Scruby, Joseph Thompson, William
H. Trimble, George Willett and
Benjamin Wooley. Israel Cox of
Trenton and John W. Adams of
Salem County were badly wounded.
Cox died in the hospital and Adams
was finally discharged in November,
1865.

RevolutionNJ

J 1776 » 2026

ENGAGE THE PAST. SHAPE THE FUTURE.

RevolutionNJ's New Website

The RevolutionNJ website is now active! It launched on November
30th and will continue to add information and photos over time. The
website will be the location for all things related to RevolutionNJ
around the state. Check out the new website!
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New Jersey Studies

Interdisciplinary Journal

https://bit.ly

New Jersey Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal is a
project of the New Jersey Historical
Commission, Rutgers University Libraries, and
Monmouth University.


https://www.revnj.org/
https://njs.libraries.rutgers.edu/index.php/njs/issue/view/16

The Journal publishes original scholarship on all
aspects of NJ studies, including military history.

Veterans Archives|
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IN THE NEWS

Manasquan High School students explore Vietnam War
Sophie Diehl | Star News Group | February 2, 2023

MANASQUAN — The students of Jim Fagen'’s Historical
Perspective, Research and Debate class at the Manasquan High
School are defining why “Vietnam Still Matters” through blog posts
and interviews with Vietnam veterans.

“The idea is that the students write about something that was going
on during the Vietnam Era and how something similar to that is still
going on today,” Mr. Fagen told The Coast Star.

He explained that the students have been discussing “... the role
that music plays in spreading messages, professional athletes
protesting things that they see as injustices, adoption laws and so

»

on.

The class partnered with the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial
Foundation [VVMF] to speak with veterans, research and write blog
posts about how the issues people face today compare to those
faced during the Vietham War.

Read Full Story


https://njs.libraries.rutgers.edu/index.php/njs/issue/archive
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/theme/conflict/
https://starnewsgroup.com/2023/02/02/manasquan-students-explore-vietnam-war
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Auxiliary

New Jersey Juniors Collect Unique Items for Bench and
Picnic Table Projects
American Legion Auxiliary | January 25, 2023

Imagine collecting 1,500 pounds of plastic lids and new and used
sneakers for an ALA project. That's what the New Jersey Atlantic
County American Legion Auxiliary Juniors did.

ALA Unit 158 member Barbara Mortillite is all about saving the
environment. When trying to think of a project for Junior members,
she came across a company, Eco Plastic Products of Delaware,
which constructs benches out of recycled lids. The benches are UV
protected, weather resistant, and maintenance free. She ran it by
co-chair Jamie Morgan and the two agreed to begin the project.

“I thought it was a good way to get the Juniors involved with the
planet and give back to our veterans,” Mortillite said. “It's a win-win."

Read Full Blog Post

Wilmington VA Medical Center Police partnered with 14
New Jersey law enforcement departments to hold a first-
of-its-kind Veteran crisis training known as Veteran
Response Team (VRT).

James Pernol | VA Public Affairs Specialist | January 25, 2023

VRT training addresses how to peacefully resolve incidents
involving Veterans in crisis and get them connected to support
services. For two days, local New Jersey law enforcement learned
how their military background and police training can help
deescalate intense situations and prevent violence.

“Our team provides local officers with the skills and resources to
respond to incidents involving Veterans outside of the walls of VA
and get them engaged in treatment with VA,” said Paul Woodland,
chief of police at Wilmington VA. “This helps address the root
causes Veterans are having that leads to justice system
involvement.”

VRT training emphasizes on connecting Veterans with local
resources designed to improve their health and well-being. Crisis
intervention, housing, counseling support and health care are some
of the most common resources officers get Veterans connected
with.

Real Full Story


https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/New-Jersey-Juniors-collect-unique-items-for-bench,
https://www.va.gov/wilmington-health-care/stories/veteransresponseteam

DID YOU KNOW?

Sergeant George Ashby
Last Surviving New Jersey Civil War Veteran

George Ashby was born in Burlington, New Jersey, on January 25,
1844. In 1864, Ashby, an African-American then living in
Crosswicks, enlisted as a private in the 45th United States Colored
Infantry, organized at Camp William Penn outside of Philadelphia
between June and August of 1864. He served in Virginia during the
siege of Petersburg and was present for the Confederate surrender
at Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

At the end of hostilities, the 45th, with a large number of other
federal troops, was transferred to Texas on occupation duty. While
serving with his regiment, Ashby was promoted several times until
he reached the rank of first sergeant of Company H.

Sergeant Ashby was mustered out of the service at Philadelphia
with the 45th in November 1865 and returned to his life as a New
Jersey small farmer. After the war, he married Phoebe Cole of
Crosswicks, who predeceased him at their Waker Avenue home in
Allentown.

In January 1944, a reporter interviewed the old Veteran, who
predicted an allied victory in World War Il and stated that if he
could, he would “enlist all over again.”

When George Ashby died in Allentown on April 26, 1946, he was the
last surviving New Jersey Civil War Veteran. He had 9 children, 16
grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren and 7 great-great-
grandchildren at the time of his death at the age of 102.

Ashby received a military funeral complete with color guard and
firing squad provided by Hamilton Township American Legion Post

#31 and was buried in the Allentown A. M. E. church cemetery.

Narrative by Joseph G. Bilby

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT




Soldier Gives Gift of Life

We have an update to a story we ran one year ago in conjunction
with Black History Month.

Sergeant First Class Contessa Nash, a Citizen-Soldier with the New
Jersey Army National Guard, works full-time as a bureau chief with
the Information Services Division at the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs.

In 2011, after a friend was diagnosed with cancer, Nash was
inspired to submit a sample to see if she was a match for someone
in need.

“I was surprised to find out that Blacks and Hispanics have lower
numbers for matching donors in the registry,” said Nash.

Nearly a decade later, Nash was contacted by Salute to Life, an
organization that works with military personnel, family members,
Department of Defense civilians, Reservists, Coast Guard, and
National Guard members to facilitate bone marrow and stem cell
donations.

“When | got a call that | had a match, they don't tell you anything
about your recipient except for gender and age,” said Nash. After
the ninth month, donors can contact Salute to Life to learn how the
patient is doing.

Nash hoped for a happy ending. And now we have more
information.

The survivorship report indicated that as of July 6, 2022 the
survivor had a successful stem cell transplant and was alive.

In September, Nash completed a release of information request
form through Salute to Life to agree to direct contact with the
recipient. There has not been any contact yet, but Nash will be
following up with the case manager for further updates.

Read Initial Story
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Request Military Records Family Programs Office


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/request-military-records/
https://www.nj.gov/military/support/family-programs/
https://www.salutetolife.org/
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/415486/new-jersey-soldier-gives-gift-life
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

Veterans Memorial Homes NJ State Medals

Military Funeral Honors Doyle Veterans Cemetery

¥a Resource Guide Nicw Jceserr
for New Jersey’s VETEWSE
Military, EL CFITS

Veterans -~
and Families _ : GCuspr
o

US. Department
of Veterans Affairs

VA

Federal
Benefits
for Veterans,

Dependents and
Survivors

7 STATE OF NEW. JERSEY. .
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY. £%
AND VETERANS AEE S\

g

PO

We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/funeral-honors/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/civic-engagement/guardlife/
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://www.nj.gov/military/

nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating
access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program
management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our

military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Stay updated on job openings by subscribing to our Jobs Bulletin.
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We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both

educational and engaging. If you have questions about our

department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

| m——

We welcome feedback and comments from the public regarding
the newsletter. If you would like to contribute with an item of
interest to our subscribers, please email us your
proposal. Contact the newsletter team at
outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

To view previous editions of our newsletter, please visit
the DMAVA archives.

Forward to a friend
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nj.gov/military
NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggert Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part
of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.
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