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(e) Licensees shall maintain the confidentiality of patient
records, except that:

1. The licensee shall release patient records as direct-
ed by a subpoena issued by the Board of Chiropractic
Examiners or the Office of the Attorney General, or by a
Demand for Statement in Writing under Oath, pursuant
to NJ.S.A. 45:1-18. Such records shall be originals,
unless otherwise specified, and shall be unedited, with full
patient names. To the extent that the record is illegible,
the licensee, upon request, shall provide a typed transcrip-
tion of the record. If the record is in a language other
than English, the licensee shall also provide a translation.
All radiographs and reports maintained by the licensee,
including those prepared by other health care profession-
als also shall be provided.

2. The licensee, in the exercise of professional judg-
ment and in the best interests of the patient (even absent
the patient’s request), may release pertinent information
about the patient’s treatment to another licensed health
care professional who is providing or who has been asked
to provide treatment to the patient, or whose expertise
may assist the licensee in his or her rendition of profes-
sional services.

3. The licensee, in the exercise of professional judg-
ment, who has a good faith belief that the patient because
of a mental or physical condition may pose an imminent
danger to himself or herself or to others, may release
pertinent information to a law enforcement agency or
other health care professional in order to minimize the
threat of danger.

(f) Where a third party or entity has requested examina-
tion or an evaluation of a person for a purpose unrelated to
treatment by the examiner and where a report of the
examination is to be supplied to the third party, the licensee
rendering those services shall prepare appropriate records
and maintain their confidentiality, except to the extent
provided by this section. The licensee’s report to the third
party relating to the patient shall be made part of the
record. The licensee shall:

1. Assure that the scope of the report is consistent
with the request, to avoid the unnecessary disclosure of
diagnoses or personal information which is not pertinent;

2. Forward the report to the individual entity making
the request and in accordance with the terms of the
patient’s authorization; if no specific individual is identi-
fied, the report should be marked “Confidential”; and

3. Should the examination disclose abnormalities or
conditions not known to the patient, the licensee shall
advise the patient to consult another health care profes-
sional for treatment.

(g) If a licensee ceases to engage in practice or it is
anticipated that he or she will remain out of practice for
more than three months, the licensee or a designee shall:
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1. Establish a procedure by which patients can obtain
treatment records or acquiesce in the transfer of those
records to another licensee or health care professional
who is assuming the responsibilities of that practice;

2. If the practice is unattended by another licensee,
publish a notice of the cessation and the established
procedure for the retrieval of records in a newspaper of
general circulation in the geographic location of the licen-
see’s practice, at least once each month for the first three
months after the cessation;

3. File a notice of the established procedure for the
retrieval of records with the Board of Chiropractic Exam-
iners; and

4. Make reasonable efforts to directly notify any pa-
tient treated during the six months preceding the cessa-
tion in order to provide information concerning the estab-
lished procedure for the retrieval of records.

New Rule, R.1991 d.441, effective August 19, 1991.
See: 23 N.J.R. 391(a), 23 N.J.R. 2515(a).
Amended by R.1995 d.349, effective July 3, 1995.
See: 26 N.J.R. 2866(a), 27 N.J.R. 2592(a).

13:44E-2.3 (Reserved)

13:44E-2.4 Chiropractor of record; fee reimbursement

(a) Each patient in a chiropractic facility shall have a
chiropractor of record who shall remain primarily responsi-
ble for assuring the proper implementation of the chiroprac-
tic services to be rendered to such patient regardless of
whether the services are rendered by the chiropractor of
record or by any other person rendering chiropractic ser-
vices or ancillary treatment to the patient.

(b) The name of the chiropractor of record shall be
conspicuously identified on the patient record. If the chiro-
practor of record is not identified on the patient record, it
shall be presumed that the chiropractor of record is the
owner of the practice in which the patient was treated.

(c) Each chiropractor or any other person rendering ser-
vices shall sign or initial each entry on the patient record
pertaining to the services he or she provided. If no such
entry appears on the patient record, it shall be presumed
that such service was rendered by the chiropractor of record,
unless the latter shall establish the identity of the individual
who provided such services.

(d) In a multi-chiropractor practice, the chiropractor of
record shall remain the same until a subsequent chiroprac-
tor affirmatively notes in the patient record that he or she is
currently the chiropractor of record. In the event that the
chiropractor of record leaves the practice, a successor chiro-
practor shall be designated if the patient elects to continue
treatment in the facility.

(e) A new chiropractor of record shall review the pa-
tient’s history and chiropractic records, examine the patient,
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if necessary, and either develop a new treatment plan or
continue the pre-existing plan.

(f) Any licensee found to have rendered services in viola-
tion of N.J.S.A. 45:1-21 and the owner of the facility in
which the licensee renders such services shall be jointly and
severally responsible for any restoration of patient fees as
may be ordered by the Board.

New Rule, R.1991 d.427, effective August 19, 1991.
See: 23 N.J.R. 1280(a), 23 N.J.R. 2517(2).

13:44E-2.5 Fee schedule
(a) The following fees shall be charged by the Board:

1. ApplicationFee .............oviiiii i, $125.00
2. ExaminationFee ..................... ... .ol 200.00
3. EndorsementFee ..................cccoviiiinn... 75.00

(plus initial license fee)
4. [Initial License Fee:
i. During the first year of a biennial renewal

period ............. e 260.00
ii. During the second year of a biennial renewal

period ...l 130.00

5. Biennial License Renewal Fee.............. N 260.00
6. Duplicate License Fee ..................coovaen.. 25.00

. 7. Verification of Licensure Fee ...................... 40.00
8. LateRenmewalFee...............cccoviiiiiii.. 50.00
9. Reinstatement Fee ...........cocoviiiiiiiinnn, 125.00

(plus all past due license fees)

13:44E-2.6 (Reserved)

13:44E-2.7 Referral fees

It shali be professional misconduct for a licensee to pay,
offer to pay, or to receive from any person any fee or other
form of compensation for the referral of a patient. The
within prohibition shall not prohibit the division of fees
among licensees engaged in a bona fide employment, part-
nership or corporate relationship for the delivery of profes-
sional services.

New Rule, R.1992 d.507, effective December 21, 1992,
See: 24 N.J.R. 1470(a), 24 N.J.R. 4557(a).

13:44E-2.8 Delegable tasks or functions of unlicensed
assistants :

(a) The following words and terms, when used in this
section, shall have the following meanings unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

1. “Direct supervision” means the ongoing process per-
formed by a licensed chiropractor who monitors the per-
formance of the unlicensed assistant and provides regular
consultation, guidance and instruction with respect to the
tasks and functions performed by the unlicensed assistant.
Direct supervision requires that the licensed chiropractor
be physically present on the premises from which chiro-
practic services are rendered at all times during which an
unlicénsed individual is engaged in delegated tasks or
functions.

Supp. 8-19-96

2. “Unlicensed assistant” means any person including a
student or graduate of a chiropractic institution, who does
not hold a valid New Jersey chiropractic license, or a
license, certification or registration issued ‘pursuant to law
which authorizes the performance of acts which, absent
such authorization, would be unlawful.

(b) Under the direct supervision of, and when delegated
by, a licensed chiropractor, an unlicensed assistant, including
a graduate of a recognized program of study in chiropractic,
may perform tasks or functions including, but not limited to,
the following:

1. Completing a medical history with the patient;
2. Preparing the patient for chiropractic treatment;

3. Writing into the patient record subjective complaints
from the patient and objective findings provided by the
licensee;

4. Performing a urinary dipstick analysis;

5. Taking and recording vital signs;

6. Preparing and developing X-ray films;

7. Providing patient education activities;

8. Providing instruction in activities of daily living; and

9. Administering cryotherapy, hot packs, mechanical
traction and non-invasive surface screening.

(c) A licensee shall not permit an unlicensed assistant to:
1. Examine, diagnose or analyze a patient;
2. Perform massage;

3. Take X-rays (unless permitted by license issued by
the Department of Environmental Protection);

4. Perform a chiropractic adjustment;
5. Administer the following physical modalities:

i. Ultraviolet (B and C bands) or electromagnetic
rays including, but not limited to, deep heating agents,
microwave diathermy, short-wave diathermy and ultra-
sound; or

6. Perform any task or function for which the skill,
training and judgment of a licensed chiropractor is re-
quired to safely and competently perform such task or
function.

(d) A licensee who permits an unlicensed assistant to
perform any task or function incidental to the rendering of
chiropractic care shall:

1. Be responsible for the performance of all delegated
tasks or functions performed by such individual;

2. Directly supervise the unlicensed assistant; and
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3. Ensure that such individual is competent to perform
all delegated tasks or functions. The licensee shall pro-
vide any instruction or training necessary to ensure com-
petence and shall make such inquiry as may be necessary
to ensure that a satisfactory level of education exists so as
to conclude that the unlicensed individual may render any
delegated tasks or functions with reasonable skill and
safety.

(e) The licensee shall write all instructions for duties to
be performed by unlicensed assistants on the patient’s chart
and shall make the chart available at all times to the
unlicensed assistant carrying out the instructions.

(f) Prior to the performance of any delegated tasks or
functions by an unlicensed assistant, the unlicensed assistant
shall determine whether the patient’s physical status has
materially changed since the patient’s prior office visit. In
such event, the unlicensed assistant shall not proceed with
the performance of any delegated tasks or functions until
the licensee has reexamined the patient or authorized the
performance of a delegated task or function.

New Rule, R.1996 d.344, effective August 5, 1996.
See: 28 N.J.R. 1592(a), 28 N.J.R. 3803(b).

13:44E-2.9 Notification of change of address; service of
process

(a) A licensee of the Board of Chiropractic Examiners
shall notify the Board in writing of any change of address
from the address currently registered with the Board and
shown on the most recently issued certificate. Such notice
shall be sent to the Board by certified mail, return receipt
requested, not later than 10 days following the change of
address.

(b) Service of an administrative complaint or other
Board-initiated process at a licensee’s address currently on
file with the Board shall be deemed adequate notice for the
purposes of N.J.A.C. 1:1-7.1 and the commencement of any
disciplinary proceedings.

New Rule, R.1994 d.120, effective March 7, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3936(a), 26 N.J.R. 1230(b).

13:44E-2.10 Display of license

Each person holding a license to practice chiropractic in
the State of New Jersey shall display the license and the
current renewal certificate in a conspicuous place in his or
her principal office or place of practice. In addition, the
licensee shall display a copy of the current renewal certifi-
cate in all other facilities where the licensee practices.

New Rule, R.1994 d.121, effective March 7, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3936(b), 26 N.J.R. 1231(a).
13:44E~2.11 Right to a hearing

Prior to any suspension, revocation or refusal to renew a
license, the licensee shall have the right to request a hearing
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which shall be conducted pursuant to the Administrative
Procedure Act, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., and the Uniform
Administrative Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C. 1:1.

New Rule, R.1994 d.121, effective March 7, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3936(b), 26 N.J.R. 1231(a).

Case Notes

Chiropractor engaged in misrepresentation and deception, profes-
sional misconduct, negligence, and absence of good moral character;
suspension imposed. Matter of Soriero, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (BDS) 53.

Chiropractor’s insensitivity to modesty and privacy requirements of
adolescent patients constituted acts of simple negligence; civil penalty
assessed. In Matter of Suspension or Revocation of License of John-
son, 92 N.J.A.R.2d (BDS) 33.

Purchase of narcotic analgesics from one patient and giving them to
another patient; chiropractor’s license suspended for one year and
chiropractor required to perform 200 hours of community service. In
Matter of Suspension or Revocation of License of Hollenbeck. 92
N.J.A.R.2d (BDS) 8.

13:44E-2.12 (Reserved)

13:44E-2.13 Overutilization; excessive fees

(a) A licensee shall not directly or indirectly engage in
the rendering of any bill or the submission of any claim for
service which:

1. Is not justified by the needs of the patient;

2. Is for any diagnostic or treatment services, goods or
appliances which are excessive in quality or quantity;

3. Represents multiple charges for the same chiro-
practic services or treatments, goods or appliances;

4. Contains an excessive fee. A fee is excessive when,
after a review of the facts, a licensee of ordinary prudence
would be left with a definite and firm conviction that the
fee is so high as to be manifestly unconscionable or
overreaching under the circumstances. The charging of
an excessive fee shall constitute professional misconduct
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:1-21. Factors which may be
considered in determining whether a fee is excessive
include, but are not limited to, the following:

i. The time and effort required;

ii. The novelty and difficulty of the procedure or
treatment;

iii. The skill required to perform the procedure or
treatment properly;

iv. Any requirements or conditions imposed by the
patient or by circumstances;

v. The nature and length of the professional rela-
tionship with the patient;

vi. The experience, reputation and ability of the
licensee performing the services; and/or

vii. The nature and circumstances under which ser-
vices are provided.

5. Is for services, goods or appliances which were not
rendered or supplied;
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6. Is for a charge or claim which, due to the presence
of insurance coverage, exceeds the usual and customary
charges for such services, goods or appliances for patients
who do not have insurance coverage; or

7. (Reserved)

New Rule, R.1994 d.122, effective March 7, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3937(a), 26 N.J.R. 1231(b).

13:44E-2.14 Referral of patients to physical therapists

(a) A chiropractor providing physician direction for the
initiation of physical therapy treatment by a physical thera-
pist shall supply the physical therapist with the following
information in writing:

1. The name of the patient;

2. The printed name of the referring chiropractor,
including office address and phone number;

3. The signature of the chiropractor and the date;

4. The purpose of referral (for example, “physical
therapy examination and treatment”); and

5. The spinal component of patient’s problem.
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(b) The referring chiropractor may verbally supply this
information provided that a written confirmation is forward-
ed to the physical therapist within two weeks.

(c) After the physical therapist has completed the physi-
al therapy examination and evaluation, the referring chiro-
ractor shall participate in consultation with the physical
therapist. This consultation shall:

1. Clarify any divergent assessments that the referring
chiropractor and physical therapist may have made re-
arding the patient’s needs;

2. Coordinate treatment programs in the event that
the patient receives concurrent chiropractic and physical
therapy. Any such concurrent treatment programs shall
be compatible; and

3. Jointly determine a schedule of additional consulta-
ion that will allow the referring chiropractor to monitor
the patient’s on-going plan of care.

(d) The referring chiropractor shall document the initial
and on-going consultation with the physical therapist in the
patient’s record.

New Rule, R.1994 d.123, effective March 7, 1994.
See: 25 N.J.R. 3988(a), 26 N.J.R. 1234(a).
Administrative Correction.

See: 26 N.J.R. 2590(a).
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