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Governor Christie: You know for me you’re looking at the people that we should be caring about, and they just
represent millions and millions of other folks who are at different stages of all this and every day at different stages of it,
different stages of acceptance, at different stages of guilt, at different stages of treatment, at different stages of
recovery, and what I know is that if we’re willing to invest the time and willing to invest the heart and the money that we
need to do it that no one, none of God’s creatures are beyond salvation and these folks right up here are extraordinary
representatives of that. I’m so glad you’re here. Thank you for coming.

 

First off I want to thank all of you for being here today. It is incredibly gratifying to know that all of the different faces that
I see out here and I know many of the faces out here are willing to join us in the effort that we’re making here to try to
change the way we deal with these issues and the way we deal with each other, and I can’t thank Pastor Joe enough
for his willingness to be a big part of this. The fact is that there’s no one of us who is going to be able to help to get the
folks the help they need by ourselves. We all are going to have to work with each other to be able to do this, but what
drives me to do it is two things. One is to know that what everyone said here today is absolutely true. It can and does
happen to anyone. Not only can happen to anyone. It does happen to anyone. Can sounds speculative. It does, and all
the different faces you’ve seen up here today whose lives have been affected by this directly or indirectly. It can and
does happen to anyone. The second thing is that there are very few opportunities we have in life to make miracles
happen. See, we think about miracles as faraway things sometimes that we read about. But I can tell you from my
experience with this that when you get involved in dealing with folks who have this disease and helping to give them
the tools to be able to deal with that disease and to save their own lives that that is God’s miracle happening on Earth
right before your very eyes, and there’s nothing more important than that and there’s nothing more gratifying than that
and there’s nothing more uplifting than that because every one of these lives, every one of these lives is an individual
gift from God and has to be treated that way.
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Pastor Carter: Before we leave I’d like to offer a word of prayer and ask God’s blessing on this, that we not just sit
here and talk. There’s an old saying an old preacher used to say that without God we cannot but without us God will
not. We need His help, and He’s going to need us to step up and do all we can. We teach at the New Hope Church
there’s a blessing in the benediction. We don’t just leave church. We believe it’s serious to leave with God’s blessing on
you, and I don’t know about you guys, I need every blessing I can get. So let’s pray. God, we thank You now for this
day and for the leadership through Governor Chris Christie and his phenomenal staff to work together for the pastors
and law enforcement and all who are gathered here today, social workers, we need Your help. Now God bless us
indeed and give us wisdom for understanding. Give us strength to do the things necessary that You want done, and we
can only do it with Your power to the praise of Your glory, and all of God’s people said Amen. God bless you. Thank
you so much.
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