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. SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION

OF THE

NEW JERSEY SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

TUESDAY AFTERNOON.

The Sixth Annual Convention of the New JErsEY SuNpAY SoHOOL
AssooraTion, assembled in the First Congregational Ohurch, Jersey City,
Wednesady, Nov. 11th, 1863, at 2 o’clock, P. m.

The President of the Association, Hon. Jamgs Bisuor, of New Bruns-
wick, called the Convention to order.  Devotional exercises were con-
ducted by Rev. J. M. Hormes, Pastor of the Church in which the Asso-
ciation convened, invoking the presence and blessing of God upon the
Convention.

The following gentlemen, one from each county then represented,
were appointed by the chair a committee to nominate officers for the
ensuing year :

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.
Atlantic—Rev. F. R. Brace.
Bergen—J. A. Parsons.
Oamden—iJ. K. F. Stites.
Cape May—L. C. Edmonds.
Cumberland—H. Ogden, Jr.
Essex—Hugh Holmes.
Hunterdon--—-M. S. Stiger.
Hudson—W. K. Moore.
Mercer—H. M. Mowrey.
Middlesex—D. C. English, Jr.
Monmouth—H. H. Seabrook.
Morris—D. E. Magie.
Ocean—-Chas. S. Davis.
Passaic—Hiram Hathaway.
Somerset—J. V. D. Hoagland.
Sussex--Geo. W. Lloyd.
Union—D. H. Cooley.
Warren—J. A Stimson.

The QOounties were then called in order, and reports made by the
County Secretaries, showing a large increase in all the important items
reported. These reports will be found in full at the close of the proceed-
ings of the Convention.
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" The Treasurer of the Association then presented the following report :—
. J. V. HoAGrLAND in account with the New Jersey Sunday School Association.

DR.
m Middlesex County, < S . 5 $10 00
T?‘ - received“fro Cumberland “ ’.’ Y . . e 13 00
“ 2 Somerset e« i . . 5 20 00
“ s Camden, 5 SR 3 e . y 16 00
“ & . TUnion (e A . 5 . ® 20 00
“ b Monmouth * . 3 . 5 . 6 00
“ Ny Essex o R uE i - v . 13 25
) i Hudson i A . . 5 25 00
“ 2 Hunterdon * . . v 3 . 20 00
“ s Collection at Elizabeth, . g ’ . 37 85
" " Princeton, Mercer County, ¢ . e 3156
L i Private donations from friends of the Association, . 115 00
CONTRA. $299 85
By cash paid expenses of invited speakers, S . i * $6 85
L « J. 8. Smith’s bill . . g : A 0 5 00
i « ¥, Starbuck, . ) § 3 3 g 29 25
o8 % TFor advertising Annual Meeting, y A § . 4 00
Y « 8, W. Clark, postage and express fees, % 3 - 28 82
4 « Sexton of Third Church, Elizabeth, . K b 3 3 00
. “ Lindenmyer & Bro., paper for Reports, a i ? 119 98
g % F, Starbuck, in part payment of printing, e 5 - 100 00
8 « Express fees, on package of Reports, . $ ’ 81
 Balance in TI'reasurer’s hands, - % & . g 819
$299 85
Balance due F. Starbuck, for printing Annual Reports, $51 00

J. V. D. HOAGLAND, Treasurer.

A note was read by the Secretary, from Prof. Mcllvaine, of Princeton,
explaining his inability to be in attendance as an invited speaker, owing
to sickness in his family.

The Convention was then addressed by Rev. Dr. Rodgers, of Bound
Brook; Rev. J. S. Smith, of Hackettstown; D. W. Voorhies, of Som-
erset; and H. H. Seabrook, of Monmouth, responding with earnest
congratulations to the cheering facts presented in the report.

The Convention then adjourned to 74 in the evening.

WEDNESDAY EVENING.

A large audience gathered at the hour designated.  The chair was
occupied by the President, and devotional exercises conducted by Rev.
Dr. Rodgers.

The first topic of the evening, assigned by the Business Committee—
“ How can the Church be made more fully to appreciate the importance
of the Sunday School;” was discussed by the Rev. J. Milton Holmes,
pastor of the Church in which the Convention was held.

The second topic—** The importance of gathering in all the children
of the State into the Sabbath School,” was ably discussed by Prof.
David Cole, of New Brunswick.

A collection was taken in behalf of the funds of the Association, after
which the Convention adjourned with the benediction.

THURSDAY MORNING.

The hour previous to the morning session was set apart by the Busi-
ness Committee to be spent in devotional exercises. A solemn and de-
lightful meeting, conducted by Rev. Dr. Rodgers, left its influence upon
the entire sessions of the Convention.

At 93 o’clock the chair was taken by the President, when the minutes

re 4
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of the proceedings of the previous day were read by the Recording
Secretary, J. B. Breed, and adopted by the Convention.

The Hon. James Bishop now delivered the customary opening address
of the President.  He congratulated his fellow-laborers on their assem-
bling together. Politicians held their conventions, science and art,
education and religion have their conventions, great bodies of all kinds
meet in assembly over their interests—much more should Christians
meet over such an interest as the bodies and souls of the children. These
conventions had been blessed in the past. That now being enjoyed
would also be blessed, if the same spirit prevailed in it, of love to God,
to the brethren, and to the dear children. The chairman desired to see
much of this loving spirit.  He wanted the fire of a deeper enthusiasm
in the work, and a higher, holier engagedness in it, to be carried away
by every brother to his home, and given to the hearts of Christians there
till all should be warmed into a living, acting, working power for Christ.
The necessity of reaching all the children in the State was urged—of
employing colporteurs, agents, voluntary or otherwise—by any means
some, to go into every destitute district and carry the Sunday School
with them. There should be enough of self-denial, and of the true mis-
sionary spirit in our churches to see,. positively, that every neglected
nook and corner of the State was reached, if not renovated, during the
coming year. Will the churches do it?

The next business in order was the reading of the State Secretary’s
report, which will be found at the close of the proceedings.

On motion of Dr. Rodgers, the {riends of the cause from other States
were invited to sit as corresponding members of the Convention.

The rest of the morning was engaged in discussing the topics present-
ed in the addresses of the speakers on the evening previous.

Rev. Mr. Bush, of Hackettstown, spoke of the destitution under the
very shadows of our churches.

James H. Kellogg, Esq., of Troy, a delegate from the N. Y. State
Sunday School Association, presented a word of affectionate greeting
from his own State.

H. M. Morey, of Princeton; P. H. Brooks, of Mercer; Geo. T. Mul-
ford, of Elizabeth; Rev. L. €. Edmonds, of Cape May; A.J. Dumont,
of Camden; - Aaron Coe, of Newark; Rev. Alfred Taylor, of Bristol,
Pa.; Cornelius Brett, of New Brunswick ; Robert Johnston, of Newark ;
John Hill, of Boonton ; Rev. Mr. Everett, of Blackwoodtown; W.J. P.
Morrison, of Ohio; and Rev. J. S. Smith, of Warren Co., all participated
in the discussion of the topics of the morning.

Rev. J. S. Smith here offered the following resolution which was
adopted by the Convention. 5

Resolved, That monthly concerts are a most efficient means of pro-
moting the success of the work, by awakening a deeper interest among
the members of our churches, by impressing a deeper sense of responsi-
Jility on the parts of teachers, by conducing powerfully to the conver-
sion of scholars, and by securing a very great increase in the attendance
of children upon our Sabbath-schools.
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Mr. J. Dumont offered the following :

Resolved, That regular weekly teachers’ prayer-meetings should be
held in connection with all our Sabbath-schools.

This resolution, after discussion, was laid upon the table, the Rev. dJ.
Brinton Smith urging the impropriety of the Convention’s making such
a declaration.

After a few words from the Rev. Mr. Bacon and Rev. Mr. Bush, urg-
ing to greater practicalness, as an aim, the Convention adjourned.

‘ THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

At 8 o'clock the Sunday-school children of Jersey Oity assembled in
the First Presbyterian, the Union Baptist, and the Reformed Dutch
Churches, where they enjoyed a delightful season, singing and hearing
addresses from speakers provided by the Convention. ~Among the
speakers were Rev. Wm. P. Breed, of Philadelphia; Lucius Hart, of
New York; J. H. Kellogg, of Troy; Mr. Pelt, of New York; Rev. M
Kempshall, Andrew A. Smith, of Brooklyn ; Cornelius Brett, and oth-
ers. All who attended these meetings spoke of their deep interest. May
the children be lastingly profited by them !

THURSDAY EVENING.

At 73 o'clock a waiting audience had gathered. ~ Rev. Robert Aik-
man, Vice President, occupied the chair. ~Rev. Mr. Bush, of Hacketts-
town, conducted the devotional exercises.

An able and instructive address was then delivered by Rev. Samuel
A. Olark, of Elizabeth, on the importance of laboring directly for the
conversion of the Sunday-school scholar.

The next speaker was Rev. Alfred Taylor, of Bristol, Pa., who pro-
ceeded conclusively to answer objections made the Sunday School.

The audience was then addressed by J. T. Shipman, Esq., of Belvidere,
on the duties of the Sunday-school teacher.

After a collection the audience was dismissed with the benediction.

FRIDAY MORNING.

At 9% o'clock the convention re-assembled, after a profitable hour of
prayer, conducted by the Rev. Mr. Holmes. After the reading of the
minutes, the Rev. Dr. Rodgers offered the following resolution, and
strongly seconded it :

Resolved, That the closing of the Sunday-schools during the winter
season, as shown by the reports made to this Convention to be so very
prevalent, is a grevious evil, for which there is generally no sufficient
reason, and that the practice should be discontinued in all possible cases.

Rev. J. S. Smith heartily seconded the resolution. The children
loved to come. - If the teachers were on hand they would be sure to be.

8. W. Olark, State Secretary, also urged the matter, and the resolution
was carried,

The Rev. Mr. Bush made an earnest talk in favor of employing even
the unconverted, or at least non-professors of religion, in some cases, as
teachers. They might not feel it their first duty to join the church of
Christ, and yet might desire to teach a class.  They should be encour-
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aged. We should be glad that such are willing to serve us, though all
the credit of their labor should be given to the Master.

The Rev. R. Aikman spoke of the conversion of children. Faith and
repentance, the cardinal doctrines of salvation, could be exercised by a
child as they could by no other. Trusting and loving, the great acts of
the renewed soul, were easy to childhood. The speaker illustrated by an
incident of a child of intemperate, degraded parents, who died a Chris-
tian’s death.

A. J. Dumont urged the brethren not to forget, in the discussion, that
the primary object of this Association was to carry the Sabbath-school
to the thousands of neglected ones in the State.

Mr. Davenport, of Somerset, moved the passage of a resolution adopt
ed at previous Conventions, urging teachers to converse regularly, once
each week, with each scholar separately, on the subject of personal reli-
gion, and to make them the subjects of constant prayer.

After some discussion on the expediency of instructing thus in the de-
tails of the teacher’s work, the resolution was laid on the table.

Resolutions of thanks to the President and Secretaries, the pastors
and trustees of the churches, the kind hosts of Jersey City, and to the
railroads that farnished free return tickets to delegates, were unanimous-
ly passed.

The Nominating Committee then made a report presenting candidates
for the several officers of the Association. On motion, the names pre-

sented were unanimously declared the officers of the Association for the
ensuing year. Their names will be found in the appropriate place in the

report.

The Committee further reported the place for the next convention to
be New Brunswick. The report was adopted.

Delegates were appointed to the next New York Convention, to be
held at Buffalo, viz.: Hon. James Bishop, S. W. Clark, and Rev. P. A.
Strobel.

The closing hour was devoted to a season of religious conference,
which was refreshing to many hearts. ~ Several brethren took part in
the devotional exercises and in general remark, viz.: Rev. Mr. Bacon,
Mr. Counsellor of Newark, Rev. J. S. Smith, the Chairman, Rev. Dr.
Imbrie, Rev. Mr. Parmalee, Rev. J. Brinton Smith of Jersey Oity, and
S. W. Clark. !

The closing address was delivered with much feeling by the Rev. Mr.
Holmes. He thanked the brethren for coming to this city. He had been
delighted with their counsels and suggestions, and he hoped improved.
He urged the brethren to go home and work still more earnestly and
effectively than ever, and he prayed the blessing of God to descend upon
them in their separate fields of labor. “God bless you for coming,” was
his parting benediction.

The Convention then adjourned, sine die.
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’'S REPORT,

—_0 —

Your Secretary, in making his Annual Report to the Sixth Annual
Convention of the Association, would return devout thanks to Almighty
God for the favors which the Association has found with his people
throughout the eéntire State, and for the encouraging facts which are
brought to light in the reports from the several County and Town Secre-
taries. While the figures in the sums total annexed below are largely
increased by the more thorough and complete returns from the several
counties, yet all of them show for the schools reported, both last
year and this, a gratifying increase in almost every particular, and
call for fervent thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for the honor he
is conferring upon this great and important instrumentality in the con-
version of the world.

In entering upon the work assigned to him by this Association, your
Secretary aimed to secure co-operation from every County in the State.
but has been able to find willing coadjutors in but 18 of the counties,
In each of these 18 counties a County Secretary has been at work a
longer or shorter time, and reports have been received from them during
the year, giving hopes of statistical reports from the-entire number. As
-yet but 15 have reported. One (Cape May) reports the county organiz-
ed, and ready to take its place in the ranks at the next Convention, and
from the other two—being counties never before statistically represent-
ed in the Convention, we hope to hear before the close of this session.

Work has been done in behalf of the Association in four new counties,
Salem, Sussex, Gloucester, and Ocean; and discontinued in one, Bergen,
on account of the removal of the Secretary from the county.

Last year full and complete returns were had but from five (5) counties,
while this year fen (10) counties make full returns, and the rest are
largely in advance of the last year’s report. We are thus enabled, from
the statistical tables of this year, to make nearly accurate deductions,
where before we could but conjecture ; and we confidently expect, from
the assurances afforded us, that we shall be enabled to extend this tabular
view over the entire State at the next annual Convention.

The returns from the 15 counties reporting give the following results :

Last year.
No. of Schools in the counties, -
i s * 6 reporting. - 827 590
s¢ Schools discontinued in winter, 282 132
oy Schelars, - - - 77,112 56,041
b “  in average attendance, 53,096 41,146

Of which are infant-scholars,
& Scholars over 18 years, -
$ ¢  Church members, -
) Teachers, - - -
s 8 Average attendance,
L2 (H Church Members,
“  Scholars converted, - -
) Deaths, - - -
“  Volumes in Library, -
Amount of benevolent contributions,
No. of 8chools holding prayer-meetings,
o 2 5 Eionthly concerts,

1,4221 5,386
4,152 2,817
4,065 2,524

11,497 8,659
8124 6,109
8,658 6,021
1o74 830

929,103 181,135
$12,583.04  $9,456.40
161 105

182 84
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These aggregated statistics present to us many sources of congratula-
lation and rejoicing, and many facts showing defects and failures which
call for the earnest and prayerful consideration of every lover of the

" great Sabbath School work.

The first prominent fact which rejoices every Christian heart, is the
largely increased number of hopeful conversions,

As the result of the direct efforts of Sabbath School teachers, 1,523
have given their hearts to our dear Redeemer! If angels rejoice over
the conversion of one sinner from the error of his ways, what joyful
songs of praise should go up to heaven from the whole Christian Church
at this army of young Christian soldiers, newly enlisted under the
Banner of the Cross. And yet the field is white to the harvest.

Another encouraging fact is the large increase in the infant scholars,
of whom over 14,000 are now gathered into the Sabbath schools of 15
counties, an increase of more than 80 per cent. on last year. These
‘“little lJambs ” are justly attracting more and more attention from year
to year, and the ‘Infant-class” is becoming an institution in many
schools where it has hitherto been unknown.

An item which should engage the attention of the whole Church of
Christ, is the fact, that of 11,497 laborers engaged in teaching the way of
salvation to our children, 2,591, or over one quarter, are not connected
with the Church, and are ignorant of the way themselves. Itseems to us
incomprehensible that this can be permitted by fhe servants of the Most
High. That the Church should thus delegate the highest ftrust Christ
has committed to it, the feeding of the lambs, to those who have not
been baptized by the Spirit of Christ, seems to us a shame and criminal
neglect.

Another cause of great regret is the number of schools discontinued
during the winter months. Nearly one-half (282 out of 827 schools)
hold their sessions only during the summer months; thus nearly half
the children are wholly destitute of combined religious instruction
during one-half the year. There are some districts where this state of
things is rendered necessary on account of the sparseness of the popu-
lation, and the impediments offered by the difficulty of travel over
mountain roads—but the figures show that the evil is by no means con-
fined to these districts.

The following statement shows the proportion pf schools discontinued
to those reporting, in the several counties :

14, Atlantic, 4; 9, Camden, 1-6 ; 21, Cumberland, % ; 12, Essex, 1-10;
1, Hudson, 1-563 ; 45, Hunterdon, 8-5 ; 9, Middlesex, }; 28, Monmouth, };
11, Morris, 4; 11, Passaic, 3; 17, Salem, 8-5; 60, Somerset, 5-7; 30
Sussex, 5-6; 54 Warren, 9-10; 4, Union, 1-13.

In a great portion of the districts covered by these reports, the ordinary
daily business avocations are carried on through the week, the secular
schools are continued through winter, but the Sabbath School is shut up
for fair weather and clear skies. It seems to us that there is a culpable
apathy in this regard, and that the love for souls should constrain us to
larger sacrifices and more earnest effort. The difficulty in sustaining
schools in the winter lies not so much in the impossibility to gather the
children, as to sustain the corps of teachers—the harvest is still here—
but the laborers shrink from gathering it in. We commend the con-
sideration of this subject to the Convention, and to the great army of
Sabbath School teachers—whether it be not possible greatly to diminish
this evil, and to hold out, with an urflickering light, the Jlamp of life to
the perishing youth of our State.

Another source of regret is the comparatively small number of schools
which have any systematic, concerted union for prayer. Only 182
schools, or less than one-fourth, have regular meetings for prayer-
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Ought not this social means of grace to be grafted on very Sunday
School within our borders? Would not the efficiency of our schools
in the great work of winning souls to Christ be immeasurably increased,
were teachers fo unite in petitioning the gift of his Holy Spirit to teach-
ers and scholars. We need more prayer in our schools, and more prayer
Jfor our schools, to make the Sunday School what it ought to be—the
“vanguard” in the army of the Lord. g d

Trusting that the prayerfnl consideration of thgse statistical results
may eventuate in the quickening of the Church to its whole duty to the
youth of our land, and that the coming Sabbath School year may be one
resulting in a fruitful harvest, your Secretary presents this brief report.

SAMUEL W. CLARK,

Corresponding Secretary.

COUNTY REPORTS.

0
ATLANTIO COUNTY.

Hammonron, N. J., Nov. 9, 1868.
Samuel W. Clark, Esq., Secretary State Association:

Dear Brother :—We are able to report some progress this year in the
good work of Sunday Schools. Our Association, which was formed in
August, 1862, has held, since its formation, four meetings, at all of which
a great deal of interest, we might say enthusiasm, was manifested.

All denominations work together harmoniously in furthering the
objects of the Association, and already does the County begin to feel the
influence of our meetings. At least one school was started during the
past summer as the result of one of our meetings, and many persons
have been stimulated to work more earnestly and vigorously in this de-
partment of the Lord’s vineyard.

It affords us much gratification to be able to send you reports, we
believe from all but one of our Sunday Schools ; and yet, in looking over
these reports, we are filled with sorrow because they reveal to us the
alarming fact that not one-half of our children between the ages of five
and eighteen are gathered into our Sunday Schools, and that more than
one-half are growing up into utter disrespect of the Sabbath and the
God of the Sabbath. It must ever be remembered that those families
that are diligent in instructing their children at home in the truths of
God’s Word, are those that are most careful to send their children to
Sunday School ; and those that allow their children to grow up without
the benefit of a home religious education, are the ones that are careless
in requiring their children to attend Sunday School. Since such is the
case, it follows that those who are not found in the Sunday School, are
deprived of the great benefit of a religious education altogether. This
is an unpleasant and a lamentable state of things. We are allowing to
grow up around us a race of godless beings, with no religious restraints
thrown around them, who will soon, humanly speaking, have the desti-
nies of our nation in their hands, and if now the sins of our nation are
s0 great as to bring upon us chastisements from the hand of God, we
fear that it will be worse by and by.

It is well for us to know these facts, that we may again buckle on the
armor, and enter with greater ardor into the contest, and strive to bring
to bear upon the minds of the rising generation, while these minds are
tender and easily molded, the benificent influences of the Gospel of
Christ, that they may grow up a seed to serve the Lord, and that this

- nation may be in the future, a better, a more righteous, a more God-
fearing and God-loving nation.
In the bonds of the Gospel, yours, F. R. BRACE,

County Secretary.
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CAMDEN COUNTY.

In our last Annual Report of this County, we offered and recorded the
earnest prayer that * God in His infinite mercy and saving grace would
visit every school, and awaken a deeper interest on the part of pastors,
superintendents, teachers and scholars in the Sunday School cause, revive
His own work in our county, and everywhere, that more vigorous and
determined efforts might be put forth that the children now in the Sab-
bath Schools might be more faithfully instructed, and the dear little
Jambs outside the fold gathered in and perishing souls saved.” The
prayer was offered in reliance on God’s promise to hear and answer the
prayers of his people offered in faith, and we now rejoice in being
enabled to report a much more hopeful and interesting state of feeling
maunifest in very many of our schools. The Lord has not left us with-
out witness of his tender miercies and willingness not only to hear the
prayers of his children, but to bless the faithful efforts put forth, to -
reclaim the erring, instruct the ignorant in the knowledge of the truth
as it is in Ohrist Jesus, that they may seek and find Him who is able to
save from eternal death all who will repent of their sins and believe in
his name.

Many of our scholars during the past year have been born into the
kingdom of grace. The angels in heaven have rejoiced and songs of
redeeming love have been sung by many who a year ago employed the
powers and talents which God had given them in acts of disobedience
of his righteous law, and the greater sin‘of rejecting the Saviour. Thanks
to God for his unspeakable gift, that of his only begotten and well
beloved Son. Thanks to his name for the finished work of salvation ;
thanks again to his name for the gift of the Holy Spirit to convince of
sin and lead sinners to repentance and to the exercise of a saving faith in
Jesus.

The number of schools reported is sixty-nine. One township,has not
reported, and another township has no Sunday School within its bounds,
thongh one hundred and four children residing in the township attend
neighboring schools in adjoining townships. No organized school has
been disbanded, but several new schools organized during the year.
One, embraced in the statistical report, was organized last Sabbath
by and through the efforts of the energetic and faithful laborer in the
Sunday School field, Mr. J. F. K. Stites, numbering at its organization
forty-two scholars, two officers and seven teachers, with a pros-
pect of a large and speedy increase.

With this will be found the statistical report of the county for the past
year. Respectfully submitted,

A. J. DUMONT,

November 11, 1863. County Secretary for Camden Co.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

We number sixty-six Schools in the county; all are in successful
operation at this time. The influence of Sabbath School instruction has
been felt to quite an extent in our county during the past year.

Our county is well organized ; we have eight hundred teachers that
are laboring in our schools, to impress God’s truth upon the minds and
hearts of the children. Many of thern have been permitted during the
past year to see the fruits of their labors made visible in the awakening
and conversion of the children. We have over five thousand children in
attendance at the various schools, listening to catch the truths of God’s
Word as they fall from the lips of their faithful teachers. I can safely
say the teachers are laboring for success, and looking for success, from
their labors in this good work.
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I have visited nearly all the schools in the county, and find them well
cnducted, most of them in a healthy and growing condition. I find the
officers and teachers fully determined to go forward in this good work,
looking for the blessing of Heaven to rest upon their labors. In conclu-
sion I would say, Oh that God would still awaken a deeper interest in
this good work, that he would revive His work in our schools, that more
vigorous efforts might be put forth, that the children now in our schools
might be more faithfully instructed, that many of them might be
gathered into the fold of Christ. HARRIS OGDEN, Jr.,

County Secretary.

Nore BY THE STATE SEORETARY.—The statistical table showing the
condition of Sabbath Schools in Cumberland County, was very carefully
prepared by the County Secretary, at great personal inconvenience and
sacrifice, and was by him brought to the Convention and laid upon the
Secretary’s table. By some unaccountable means it was mislaid, and
never came actually into the Secretary’s hands. We regret this very
much, as owing to the ill health of the County Secretary, who had over -
taxed his strength in the cause, the report could not be reproduced.
We refer to last year’s report as an evidence of the industry and faith-
fulness of Mr. Ogden, and the healthy state of the cause in Cumberland
County.

ESSEX COUNTY.
NEwargk, November 1, 1863,

The Report of Sabbath School statistics for the year now ending,
shows a favorable increase on almost every item.

There are reports this year from 120 schools—18 more than last year.
The number of teachers is 2,434-—an increase of 334. The number of
pupils is 17,689—an increase of 2,654. The average of attendance has
increased from 10,890 to 11,767. Last year the number of teachers who
were church members, was 1759 ; this year it is 1981, an increase of 2929,
The number of pupils who are church members, has increased from 801
to 1121; 328 conversions are reported this year, an increase of 131 from
the previous report. The number of volumes in Sabbath School libra-
ries is 41,627, and the amount of benevolent contributions, $4,516 08—
an increase in the former of 8,407 volumnes, and in the latter of $626 64.
Out of the 120 schools reporting, but 12 are discontinued during the
winter.

There are in the county, according to the best estimates which can be
made, about 6,000 children not in the Sabbath Schools: of this number
about 8,000 are in the city of Newark. While this is a smaller propor-
tion than in most other counties, it is still so large that it ought to
arouse all the energies of every Christian heart. I have been aided
during the summer in visiting the schools of Newark, by Aaron Coe, Esq.,
of this city.

Much is here being done hy means of Mission Sabbath Schools, in
destitute portions of the city. Eighteen such schools, with an average
attendance of over two thousand per Sabbath, are now sustained by the
the different evangelical denominations.

The number of these Mission Schools is continually increasing, and, at
the present rate of progress, we shall in a short time reach every child
in the city who can be brought into a Sabbath School.

With such good reason for thankfulness for the past and encourage-
ment for the future, as is afforded by the above statistics, will not every
friend of Sabbath Schools in the county redouble his efforts and his
prayers, S. A. FARRAND,

County Secretary.
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HUDSON COUNTY.

The Secretary of the New Jersey State Sunday School Association,
for the County of Hudson, in making his first annual report to the
County and State Associations, desires first to acknowledge God’s good-
ness and blessing in the favorable organization and commencement of
the Association, and to make grateful mention of the hearty welcome
with which he has been everywhere received, and that already the State
and County Associations are hailed as new and valuable helps in this
good work.

Pursuant to public notice very generally given by your Secretary,
friends of ‘the Sabbath Schools of the County of Hudson, met at the
Reformed Dutch Church on Wayne street, in Jersey Uity, at 2 o’clock,
P. M., April 2ist, 1863. Mr. F. B. Betts, of Jersey City, was called
temporarily to the chair, and the meeting opened with prayer by Rev.
Edward W. French, of South Bergen.

Your Secretary stated fully the objects of the meeting, and after de-
liberate conference, in which Revs.W.Verrinder, P. D. Vancleef, Edward
W. French, R. Vanhorn, T. A. Bungeroth, W. H. Parmalee, and Messrs.
J. 8. Howell, A. S. Jewell, P. P. Van Arsdale, R. N. Perlee J. L. Odell,
John M. Morse, Daniel Picken, J. P. Kline, Wm. Plumer, A. H. McPher-
son, S. L. Condict, M.D., R. G. Pardee, J. W. Parker, W. K. Moore, Geo.
S. Riker, John Ullner, and others participated, it was resolved that a
County Sabbath School Association was desirable, and be organized.
Whereupon the following officers were elected and the Constitution
adopted :

Henry Lindsley, Esq., of Bergen, President; A.S. Jewell and A. S.
Hateh, of Jersey City, Wm. Plumer, John H. Morse, E. L. Bridgeman,
of Hoboken, T. H. N. Wilks, of Hudson City, and N. B. Lane, of Ber-
gen Point, Vice Presidents; D. M. Stiger, Jersey City, Secretary and
Treasurer ; George Noble, Harrison, John T. Seymour, Jr., Hoboken,
James T. Kitchell, Hudson City, Justus Slater, South Bergen, H. W.
Buxton, Jersey COity, Dr. Tolson, West Hoboken, Assistant Secretaries.

There are in our county about 17,450 children and youth, between the
ages of 5 and 18 years. Of this number there are about 9,640 in our
Sabbath Schools, (about 3,000 in the Roman Catholic Schools of the
county,)—leaving 4,856 without Sabbath School instruction. Where are
they, and can they not be brought under religious teaching? All the
children*and youth of the county with ease may attend upon the Schools
now organized, (61 in number.)

The Schools in the county are in a flourishing condition—some of
them growing rapidly. Our Mission Schools are doing a good work, and
are worthy the visits of strangers and friends.

There is room for more Schools. Three might be successfully com-
menced in Jersey Oity. In Wehawken, Guttenburg, and Secaucus is
room for three good Schools, and is largely mission ground, Christian
teachers would find there a welcome. Our purpose is to occupy these
fields soon.

Your Secretary would commend most earnestly the practice of some
of our Schools in giving short Scripture lessons, and having them
thoroughly committed to memory. This is the great object, to have our

scholars know the truth, that they may be sanctified thereby. He has .

noticed, with great pleasure, the quiet and order during prayer and sing-
ing, and in most of the Schools during the entire session.

Especial attention in every part of the county in the formation of
Bible Classes of young ladies and young men in connection with our
Schools, is most exceedingly desirable. Our county is peculiarly situated,
and contains perhaps a population unlike any other in the State, being

]
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immediately opposite the City of New York, and may be called a county
of cities, all of which, as also most of the other portions of the county,
are fully alive to the vast importance of the religious training of chil-
dren and youth. Harrison, our most distant town, is not behind her
sisters, and already has three large and growing Schools.

Many of our Schools are giving quite largely to benevolent purposes,
and several of them sustaining in whole or in part Schools in the West,
or scholars on heathen ground. Increased attention is being given to
the special duty of aiding the destitute, both at home and abroad.

There are in our county two Sabbath School Teachers’ Associations.

" One in Jersey City, in which twenty-one Schools are represented, meet-
ing on the second Monday evening of every month, and one in South
Bergen, including Hudson City and West Hoboken, in which twelve
Schools are represented, meeting on the second Monday evening of
alternate months—both are efficient and accomplishing great good—to
them we owe much of the growth and vigor of our Schools, and the
efficiency and faithfulness of our Teachers and Superintendents.

After personal and pleasant visits to almost every Schoolin the county,
I am glad to report that while there is great room for improvement,
such a spirit of inquiry, faithfulness and prayer prevails with the pastors,
superintendents, teachers and parents, as assures us that the future is full
of promise, and our Schools will, with the blessing of our Divine Master,
continue to increase in blessings to our county as in the past.

For all the blessings of the past, and for the promising future, we
gratefully acknowledge the goodness and favor of God, and say that
*¢ hitherto the Lord hath helped us:” in Him will we trust and go
forward. All of which is most respectfully submitted.

D. M. STIGER, Secretary

Jersey City, Nov. b, 1863. Jor Hudson County.

HUNTERDON COUNTY.

The undersigned, Corresponding Secretary for the county of Hunter-
don, would express his profound gratitude to the Great Head of the
Chureh, for the privilege of laboring another year in the cause of Sun-
day Schools, and especially for the measure of success with which his
efforts have been crowned. It is with great satisfaction that he records
the steady progress of the Sunday School enterprise in Hunterdon connty

. during the past year. He has the pleasure to present reports from
seventy-five (75) organized schools, being an increase of nineteen (19)
schools. These schools have seventy-eight (78) officers, eight hundred
and seventy (870) teachers, and five thousand one hundred and sixty
(5,160) scholars. The gain in teachers has been two hundred and thirty-
two, and the gain in scholars, 1,517, being an increase of nearly fitty
per cent. The average attendance both of teachers and scholars, has
been much better than in former years, and on the whole, the friends of
Sunday Schools in Hunterdon county have much cause to *‘ thank God
and take courage.”

The Annual Meeting of our County Association was held at Frenchtown,
in the Baptist Church, on 16th September. The attendance of delegates
was not as large as was anticipated, yet the interest displayed was very
encouraging. The deliberations were conducted with zeal, and at the
same time with great harmony, and are believed to have left a very salu-
tary impression.

t was the painful duty of the Corresponding Secretary to communi-
nicate officially to the County Association the death of some of our most
active and useful members. Amongst these were the Rev. Joseph
Rogers, of Frenchtown, Col. A. W, Dunham, of Clinton, the Hon. Peter




17

1. Olark, and Mr. J. O. Read, of Flemington. The removal of these breth-
ren will leave vacancies which will not be readily filled ; as they were all
eminently useful in the spheres in which they were called to move, and
especially in the Sunday School cause. It is a source of comfort, how-
ever, to know that they fell at the post of duty, with their armor on,
and that they now walk in company in the changeless day of their eter-
nal home, and are reaping the reward of their devotion to the Master’s
service. Let us be admonished by these sad providences ‘to work whilst
it is called to-day, for the night cometh in which no man can work.”

There is much yet to be accomplished by the friends of Sunday Schools
in Hunterdon county, and in fact throughout our State. It is a solemn
and alarming fact, that a very large proportion of the children in our
county and State are growing up without the instructions of the Gospel,
and without those religious influences which are necessary to mould
human character and prepare it for the highest measure of usefulness on
earth and for the happiness and glory of the heavenly world. Let all
the friends of Christ then bestir themselves to give increased efficiency
to the Sunday School cause, as one of the very best agencies for attain-
ing these great and glorious ends. Praying the blessing of God on the
deliberations of this Convention, I remain,

P. A. STROBEL,
Jersey City, Nov. 12, 1864. County Sec'y jfor Hunterdon Co.

MONMOUTH COUNTY.
To the New Jersey Sunday School Association :

In presenting our Fifth Annual Report, we would express our grati-
tude to God for all that has been accomplished in the’ Sunday School
work in this County; and our regret that for want of time so little has
been done of the important work devolving upon your County Secretary.

In the Schools we have been permitted to visit, we have generally
found an increased interest in the work, and in some a corresponding
numbers, whereby we have derived encouragement.

At the meeting of the County Association in Freehold, on the 27th of
August last, the attendance was so small that we were disappointed in
gathering our statistical reports, which we expected to do at that time,
thinking the gathering would be large, and depending upon that source
almost entirely for that purpose, having forwarded circulars extensively
throughout the county with the request that they should give in their
reports at that time; I may add that thereis a corresponding lukewarm-
ness in support of the State Association. If I did not feel the import-
ance of sustaining the State Association, I should abandon it in dis-
couragement for lack of sufficient support in “staying up its hands.”

The County Association adjourned to meet with the Reformed Dutch
Church in Marlborough, on the fourth Thursday in August, 1864, with a
resolution to make an effort for improvement in gathering in reports,
and gathering together a larger number, if possibly the interest may be
increased. :

We report 61 schools; 681 teachers; average attendance, 440 ; 8,779
scholars ; average attendance, 2,807 ; over eighteen, 213; 522 teachers,
church members; 204 scholars, do. ; 109 conversions during the year;
16 deaths; 547 infant class; average attendance, 898; 14,038 volumes
in library ; $280 21 benevolent contributions.

A detailed account of these sixty-one schools is furnished in the
statistical tables. These are not more than three-fourths of the
schools, and from the best information we can obtain there are not more
than half the children in the county between the ages of 5 and 18 years
under Sabbath School influence. Notwithstanding the seeming lack of
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earnest codperation with the Association there seems to be more persons
who are waking up to the importance of the Sunday School work, and
there is decided improvement in numbers and interest in many of the
schools. :

Your Secretary would feel gratified if you would select some one
better qualified, and one who could devote more time-to the work, to
fill the (in his opinion) very important office of County Secretary for
Monmouth County. H. H. SEABROOK,
County Secretary.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

In presenting to the Association the report of the Sunday School
cause in the county of Middlesex, it is necessary to explain the cause or
its imperfection. - The present Secretary assumed the duties of this posi-
tion only on the first of October last, in consequence of the resignation
of the regular appointee. The short space of time intervening between
this and the meeting of the Association was not sufficient to allow a
county organization to be completed as contemplated by the Association.
We incline to the belief that the meeting for the county will be most
useful to the cause of the Sunday School, if held in the Spring, at the
time the county schools (to which class most of the schools in this
county belong,) are about to resume their sessions, as it would most
probably enliven the feelings and energies which, because of non-
employment, have become in some degree dormant. Some steps toward
a county organization have however been made in the appointment of
good men in some of the townships to act as Town Secretaries. In the
remaining townships appointments will be made as early as possible, and
by their aid we lrope our county will be more completely reported than
ever before. We are fully satisfied that no county in this State so much
compliments the idea of this Association as Middlesex. The incomplete-
ness of our report, the little information we are able to present of the
condition and prospects of the Sunday School cause amongst us, are
results flowing exclusively from the fact that we have never yet realized
the idea of the Association, neither developed the principle of securing a
perfect working body, by a thorough division of labor, as only can be
done by a County Convention of the friends of the Sunday School, aided
by Town Secretaries and Town Committees. This, and we believe this
only, will so arrange the Sunday School forces, so equip our teachers and
encourage our pupils as to realize the wish, execute the work and accom.
plish the design of the New Jersey Sunday School Association.

We have sent circulars to sixty-three schools, and we must think
that there are still not a few in the county unknown to your Secretary,
because it has been impossible in a month to know or reach them. Of
these to whom circulars have been sent, 23 have sent their reports.
Four schools send us their first report to the Association. It is proper
to remark here that the Presbyterian school at Kingston is composed ot
teachers and pupils resident in three counties. Those only residing in
this county are reported.

The following schools haye forwarded collections for the Association

Baptist, New Brunswick....
Union, Piscataway Town........ ¢
Association Mission, New Brunswick,

8eventh Day Baptist, New Market, .. .. 100
Friendship, New Market............. A DURSISRMPPPPREPRPERE % |« - 150
N R Sy v 00

I I B nIBWIEK: + oo icveervasvnsoosssaisnnns obbaasanuvbains 1 00
First Presbyterian, New Brunswick... .o

Becond Presbyterian, New Brunswick. 225
Raritan Landing................ e .. 200
Bayard Street M. E. Chapel,,,.... TS LRl L S .. 800
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The following schools report collections made but not forwarded :

Tndon, N oW N N s e o oo - - v aieias s s ool oo i | 1ob. iamachidiio 2 50
I I8, R e o= « o s vicas o0 sisnsns  tiemedoinen ot 167

We regret being compelled to leave out of the above list some of our
most flourishing schools—schools reporting most liberal contributions for
benevolence in other objects, and overlooking this enterprise, which is
so clearly a domestic missionary association, in that it directs its efforts
towards the children not only of our State in general, but of every
county, every town, those neglected children all around schools already
established. The Association only asks to be supported by these schools
in order that it may in turn support these schools. “He that watereth
shall himself be watered.”

Allow us briefly, yet kindly and decidedly, to suggest to the teachers
of our Sunday Schools the absolute necessity of punctuality and regu-
larity in their attendance upon their classes—how fully do they meet the
responsibility they have voluntarily assumed. The little ones placed
under their care will be just what their teachers make them. If teach-
ers are tardy or irregular, their classes will be like them : they will imi-
tate only too closely. Nor will they be over attentive when present ;
their interest in the class is impaired ; the love of the school is chilled,
and little wonder that it is so. Now the natural, and often the quick
consequence of this is the entire disorganization of the classes, and, if the
fault be general, the entire extinction of the school. We report 530
teachers enrolled, with an average attendance of only 401. One hun-
dred and twenty-nine teachers absent from their duty every Sabbath in
thirty-sic schools. Where there is already a deficiency of teachers, this
absence is sorely felt.

Still, in view of the circumstances which surround us, in view of
those daily occurring events which are calculated to draw the mind
away from the interest of the humble Sunday School, we have great
reason to thank God that it is as well with us as itis. We would thank
God and take courage, and enter upon another year’s work with a deter-
mination to give ourselves wholly to the work of the Master, and in the
humble, yet potent Sunday School, strive to glorify him whose we are.

One fact in the history of one of our Mission Schools, (the Union
Mission of New Brunswick,) deserves notice, as it is one of great en-
couragement to all. During the past year this school had an opportu-
nity offered them to contribute $10 for a Sunday School library in the
State of Illinois. The library was sent to that destitute place, a school
was organized in the face of strong opposition, and soon the strongest
opponent, by means of his little child who would attend the school, was
brought to see his error, and now ranks among the firmest snpporters
not only of that school, but of all others. And why? Because it is
his spiritnal birthplace. And so may the feeblest of our schools do.

Respectfully submitted,
W. L. MOORE,
R — County Secretary.

 PASSAIC COUNTY.

Parerson, November, 1868.
In Passaic County we have now 88 Sunday Schools; 7 of that num-
ber having failed to render a report of their condition. One of the
seven refused to join this Association, wishing, as it was expressed, to
be alone. It is however due to that School to say, that the refusal was
made in courteous language.
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The schools that have contributed to the support of this Association
are the following :

St. John’s, Episcopal, Passaic. ... oooeuuneiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinaee. $3 00
First Reformed Dutch, Paterson .....coeieeriniiieataiiiiiiieiiiiieaans 3 00
Second Reformed Dutch, Paterson...... .. 300

Congregational, Paterson.......... 3 00
Baptist, Paterson............. 2 50
First Presbyterian, Paterson. 2 00
Second Presbyterian, Paterson 2 00
Primitive Methodist, Patcrson S gon
Methodist Passaic, Paterson.......c.eeeveievaennneiiueieniaraeseacnees 50

$20 00

Making $20 the full amount assessed to Passaic County.

The statistical tables show that during the year 69 scholars in
the schools in Passaic County have willingly yielded to the power of
Divine grace, and now are rejoicing in the hope of a blessed immor-
tality. Let us therefore thank God and take courage, for the Seriptures
tell us there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth.

A. STOUTENBOROUGH,
—_—— County Secretary.
SOMERSET COUNTY.

Having been permitted to continue my work for another year, I sub-
mit to the N. J. S. Sunday School Association my Fourth Annual Report,
exhibiting the condition of the Sunday Schools in Somerset County
during the year 1863; and in consequence of my removal from the
County, I tender to the Association herewith a resignation of my office
as its Secretary for Somerset County, and bid my co-laborers in that
noble field God-speed in carrying forward the work now so happily
begun. I part from them with sincere regret, solacing myself with the
thought that their aims and mine will still be one, and that when our
work in our different spheres on earth shall be completed, we shall unite
again in a song of triumph in Heaven.

Somerset County is now in perfect working order. Statistics o ;Sun-
day Schools have been collected regularly for four consecutive years,
and the plans and objects of the N. J. State S. S. Association are clearly
understood. The County Association is well organized, and is really one
of the most thoroughly understood and most heartily loved institutions
of the Couuty. It holds a regular annual meeting on the second Tues-
day in September, beginning at 10 A. M., and continuing in session
throughout the morning, afternoon and evening. This meeting is
always largely attended, and manifests a growing zeal in the Sunday
School cause, which is highly gratifying and gives splendid promise for
the future. The last annual meeting was held in the First Ref. Dutch
Church, of Somerville, (Rev. Dr. Messler’s) Sept. 8, 1863. In point of
interest it was equal to any that preceded it. The next meeting is to be
held in the Presbyterian Church at Basking Ridge, (Rev. J. C. Rankin’s.)

At the late meeting in Somerville, the excellent township Secretaries
presented their annual Reports promptly, exhibiting as usual, a fidelity
in the discharge of their duty, which is truly remarkable. The County
Secretary desires here to return to these faithful men his sincere thanks,
as he feels that without their hearty cooperation, the full reports which
have always been rendered from Somerset County could never have
been prepared. The sum of these reports is presented in the statistical
table. It will be seen that the County has this year 85 Schools, all
of which are fully reported.

The returns of the past year, when compared with those of previous
years, show a remarkable steadiness in the condition of Sunday Schools
in the county. Heretofore, the Secretary in his report, commented upon
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the items. But these are so similar from yedr to year, that there would
be too much of sameness if this course were again pursued. In 1860
there were 77 schools, from which, with all our efforts, we could obtain
the statistics of 72 only. Even these were but partial reports, as in
many cases no records had been kept, and in others the record had been
very imperfect. In 1861 there were 86 schools, of which 80 furnished
reports, better than before, but still incomplete. During the last two
years, records have been everywhere kept according to the items of our
reports, and the result has been, in each of these years, a perfect report.
This indicates that work has been done, and that the officers of our
schools have been stimulated to improvement in their work. It will be
so in every county where the same steps are taken.

The number of youth over 18 years of age is largely increased since
1860. More teachers and more scholars are church members, and the
number of hopeful conversions grows yearly. In 1860 and ’61 there
were but one or two Infant Classes in the County. There are now 46,
many of them in a very flourishing condition. It is believed that very
little money was taken up in the schools for benevolent objects, previous
te 1862. Now 45 schools take up collections regularly, and many of
them with some specifie object in view to animate them, as the support
of a colporteur or missionary, or the education of a theological student,
or a heathen child. All these are signs of progress, and in contempla-
ting them we feel many times repaid for the delightful toil by which,
under God, these results have heen secured.

In bringing this report to a close, I cannot refrain from mentioning
with high commendation, a school in Bridgewater township, in which
the entire number of teachers, scholars in the adult school, and scholars
in the infant school was present without exception during the school
season. The teachers are 17 in number, the adult scholars 40, and the
infant scholars 12. The same thing was true of the teachers in this
school last year, then 11 in number. At the county meeting when this
report was presented, such regularity was deemed impossible by those
present. The officers of the school were called upon for information;
the report was verified by a gentleman from the school who was pres-
ent. This, therefore, is the banner school of Somerset county for 1863,
in respect to regularity of attendance. There are also several other
schools whose teachers have all been present without exception during
the year, as will be seen upon consulting the tables.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
DAVID COLE,

County Secretary for Somerset.

.
SUSSEX COUNTY.

The duties of Corresponding Secretary of this Association having
been but recently transferred to my hands, my practical acquaintance
with the condition of the Sunday School interest in my field is neces-
sarily very limited. T can therefore do little more than hand over the
statistical table as I received it from my predecessor. It is, as will be
perceived, incomplete. But nine of thirteen township Secretaries have
reported during the past year; and two of these report but one school
in their respective townships. This, if not a mistake, argues a sad and
most culpable neglect of the spiritual interests of the young, and which,
if it indeed exist, I trust will be speedily repaired. A glance at the
accompanying statistics will be sufficient to show that the Sabbath
School interests are not in as flourishing a condition with us as they
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might be, and I trust will be, when the beneficent influence of thisjAsso-
ciation shall have been brought fully to bear upon them.

Our third Annual Convention, recently held, cannot have failed to
exert a power for good, especially upon those friends of the cause who
were present at the exercises. They must needs have gone home with
the determination to labor more energetically for its advancement, and
we hope, to provoke others also to good works.

There is an effort about being made, at least in one congregation, to
keep open its Sabbath Schools throughout the winter. This will be a
pleasing and encouraging novelty in this region. In some cases perse-
verance in this course will involve no small amount of self-denial on the
part of officers and teachers; but doubtless they will find pleasure in
making the necessary sacrifice when they realize that it is made in the
Master’s cause; and when they witness its blessed effects upon the
minds and hearts of the young, as they doubtless will, if they labor in
faith and prayer, they will confess they have been repaid a hundred fold.
They will thenceforward feel reluctant to share alternately with the
world the culture of so interesting a field as the susceptible heart of
youth; after sowing good seed therein for one-half the year, they will
not consent to leave it the other half entirely te the devil to root up the
young and tender plants of grace, and sow his accursed tares in their
stead.

We will hope and pray that, if spared to participate in another anni-
versary, we shall have a more complete, and in every respect a better
account to render of Sabbath Schools in Sussex County.

Respectfully submitted,
: y G. W. LLOYD,
Branchville, Sussex Co. Corresponding Secretary.

SALEM COUNTY.
‘Woobsrown, N. J., Oct. 13, 1863.

Dear Sir: After being advised of my appointment, I looked over
the Annual Report of the State Association for past years, for some data
to aid me, but was surprised on finding that Salem County had not
been heard from. I could not believe our county to be behind others in
its interest in the Sunday School cause; one of two things must there-
fore be the case: either that it did not approve of the State Association,
or that it was not acquainted with its objects. The latter I found to be
the case. The matter had never been fairly brought before the churches
and the schools. I was therefore determined that it should come up,
and they have an opportunity to act with it, or decline so doing, and I
was happy to find a hearty concurrence in every part of the county.
The Town Secretaries acted with commendable zeal, and on the 16th
ult. we had an enthusiastic County Convention in this place, when a
permanent organization was formed and a constitution drafted and
adopted. I send you a report of our doings, which was published. The
accompanying tabular view will sufficiently supplement this brief

report.
OCHESTER BRIDGMAN,
County Secretary.

UNION COUNTY.

The County of Union is steadily advancing toward that culminating
point, we hope to reach, when every child within its borders shall be
tound in a Sabbath-School, learning of the love of Jesus. God grant it
speedily, and to His name be all the praise. :

Officers, teachers, patrons and friends of the Sabbath School, we can
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report to you this year a larger number of schools, a larger enrollment of
scholars, a larger number of conversions, and a deeper religious convic-
tion than we have ever before been able to report.

Fifty-one schools have reported. . Two schools-only have failed to
report. These, though belonging to evangelical churches, have positively
refused, wishing no part or lot with us in this great enterprise.

We are prepared therefore to furnish the statistics from every known
school in the county save four. The number of scholars enrolled, 5,294,
average 3,746. Over eighteen years of age, 429. Scholars, members of
the Church of Christ, 344. Number of teachers, §44. Average atten-
dance, 631, Of these, 598 are followers of Jesus. Last year the average
attendance of scholars was 8,543. Of teachers, 607. Gain this year,
scholars 203, teachers 24. Of this number of scholars, 1,111 are in the
infant department. Most of these departments throughout the county
are conducted by admirable teachers, with results highly satisfactory.
In this city we have one infant class of 100 members, another of 90.
The latter of these reflects great credit on its conductors, both in de-
corum and attention. Amount contributed for missionary work, nearly
$2,000.

Tn one school, at least, in the county, the teacher of each class has
selected one scholar for whom special prayer is offered daily for that
scholars’ conversion. Each teacher has in turn selected one or more
Christian friends to offer together their united supplications for the same
scholar at the same ¢ime, without regard to place. Think you, dear
friends, results will not follow this concentrated effort on asingle object?
Tet eternity disclose. Our province is to *“ wait.” Go on dear teachers,
God sees your desires, He will accept the work at your hands.

Tifteen thousand five hundred and seventy volumes are reported in all
the libraries. In this connexion we may remark that all the schools
feel the necessity of keeping up the library, by adding new books, and
culling out volumes of an uninteresting character,which go toward filling
up the shelves, without adding to the interest of the readers. This
yearly addition of 100 or more books to each library is felt by many to
be a necessity, and the sooner all feel and act upon it, the better for
scholars and schools. It takes but little to please a child after the affec-
tions are once gained, and if a few new books each year will keep one
child in a class more contented and happy, it is money lent unto the
Lord, and cost what trouble it may to procure it, the fands should be
procured.

In many of the schools, texts of Scripture to the extent of a whole
book have been committed to memory by the scholars, for which they
have received a premium. In one mission school of 70 scholars, twelve
thousand verses have been learned perfectly by the scholars in three
months. There are those engaged in this good object who object to
taxing the mental capacities of children in this manner; to such let
me remark that the mission school referred to is in a neighborhood com-
posed almost exclusively of Universalists and Infidels, the scholars
themselves being children of these very parents, and, without any
harch, have had two conversions during the year, while at present there
is a deep spiritual interest pervading the whole school, and for this
school your prayers are this day solicited. The simple reading of God’s
Word has been accompanied by arrows from His quiver, which we
believe will be the means of building up a Church in this wilderness of
sin. Superintendents and teachers, never fear that God’s Word will
injure the mind of any child; plant as much as practicable in the
memory of all the scholars, God, in His own time; will send the Sun of
Righteousness to shine upon it, and it will bud and blossom, bearing
fruit unto eternal life.
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The great object of Sabbath School teaching is the conversion of the
scholars. We can report 88 hopeful conversions this past year. Is not
this fact a subject for profound gratitude to Almighty God? What
teacher can see his scholar standing up to take God’s vows upon him,
and not have his own heart leap within him for joy? How can the
interest in this great work *lag,” whether for money to successfully
carry on the operation, or from want of faithful teachers to lay them-
selves upon God’s altar? Are not such results enough to inspire us
with new courage? Are they not enough to compel us to lay aside
every weight, and with an ardor hitherto unknown to us, bend every
energy in the prosecution of this work ?

But yet the cry comes to us from all parts of the country for faithful
teachers. God has given every man work enough to do that there may
be no room for idleness; we look around us, and the work is not accom-
plished—the appaling fact is before us to-day that more thaa 2,000 chil-
dren in this small district are out of the Sabbath School, (and this insti-
tution seems the least objectionable to a religious training,) consequently,
without any of those better influences that lift man up, till he is but a
little lower than the angels. Teachers, friends and patrons, what have
we to say for these? When the Judgment is set and the books are
opened, can we say we have done what we could? Has the command
which was given by the great lawgiver 1800 years ago, ‘ Go work to-day
in my vineyard,” fallen in our time upon deadened ears' Are we to lie
supinely on our backs, and hug the phantom that we have done our
duty ? “pury!” There are those among us who try to appease their
troubled consciences that they have done their duty, when they, in their
devotions have committed these wayward children to the care of God.
Listen! while I quote from Jeremy Taylor the following: . He that
serves God with the soul, without the body, when both can be conjoined,
doth the work of the Lord deceitfully. The body alone can never serve
God, without the conjuuction and preceding act of the soul; and some-
times the soul without the body isimperfect and vain: for in some actions
there is'a body and a spirit, a material and a spiritual part, and when
the action hath the same constitution that the man hath, without the act
of both, it is as imperfect as a dead man.” Go then! pilgrims of the
cross, upon your bended knees before the Searcher of the secret heart,
and in the light of this Gospel-day answer these questions.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us ask our ourselves the question,
Who is responsible for the religious training of these 2,000 children ?
Let us ask the question, and let us answer it, before the finger which
wrote * Tekel ” on the wall of Belshazzar’s palace, shall write upon our
hearts, thow art the man.

“ Go work in my vineyard,” is as applicable to us as it was to those
Jews on the very day in which it was uttered. No excuse can be offered
for leaving the work undone. The vineyard is before us: thousands of
children around us, who have no religious training or influence surround-
ing them. Many, for aught we know, may be thirsting for the water of
Jife. Are you willing for the love you bear to Jesus, and the unbounded
love He has displayed toward you, to lead these thirsty souls to the
game fountain from which you have slaked your thirst? Treely ye
have received, freely give.” ~ God has led us by the green pastures, and
beside the still waters ; for what? That we might wrap our virtues in a
napkin, or, that these Christian virtues might be displayed by us toward
those upon whom the same light has never shined. ‘“He that watereth
shall be watered also himself. These sin-sick souls can be healed. Who
shall do it? Soldiers of Christ, arise! put on the whole armor of God.
Go forth in His name to do your whole duty. Plant missions wherever




a score of scholars can be collected. God may bless you by allowing
you to see some souls brought into his kingdom. ¢ He that winneth
souls is wise.” Win souls! win souls to the Redeemer. Weo entreat
you, superintendents, you teachers, you friends, to gather in these chil-
dren. *‘Gather them in, let the house be full ; gather them into the Sun-
day school; gather them in from the streets and lanes gather them in,
both the halt and lame, gather the children in.” Fill all these waste
places with joy and gladness, then shall the trees clap their hands, and
the little hills rejoice on every side.

G. T. MULFORD,
Elizabeth, N. J., Oct. 20, 1863. County Secretary.

WARREN COUNTY.
To the New Jersey Sunday School Association:

In the Annual Report of the condition of the Sunday School cause
in Warren County, for the year 1863, there is much that is startling and
lamentable, and yet much that is encouraging and cause for grateful
acknowledgment to God.

There are in the county, under eighteen years of age, and old enough
to attend Sunday School, about ten thousand children, and there are
only about four thousand of them in our Evangelical Sunday Schools :
leaving about six thousand, or three-fifths of the whole number destitute
of Sunday School instruction. And yet in this county there are very
few foreigners who are opposed to our Sunday Schools, and very few
persons connected with churches that are not evangelical. Almost all
of these six thousand that are not in our Sunday Schools, could, with
suitable effort, be gathered in.

Three-fourths of our Sunday Schools are closed during the winter, and
less than one-third of the scholars who attend Sunday Sclool, and only
a little more than one-ninth of all in the county, who are of suitable
age, attend during the whole year. A very. general impression prevails
that it is necessary to close Sunday Schools in rural districts during the
winter. ‘It is inconvenient to build fires; it costs something for fuel ;
it makes Sunday a busy day; it makes extra trouble for parents to get
children ready, and for teachers to turn out in the cold, the snow, or the
mud, and the school will not be as full as in the summer ;” and other
such inconveniences and excuses are balanced against the worth of the
souls of the dear children — the inconveniences and excuse weighs
down the scale, and the souls of the children are turned over to the care
and culture of Satan at least half of the-year, merely because it is not
conventent for Christ’s disciples to.care and labor for them!

Another startling fact is, that out of seventy-two schools, only four
hold regular teachers’ prayer meetings, and only two hold monthly con-
certs of prayer.

If, then, we compare this fact with the fact that only fi/ty-seven con-
versions are reported, we have great cause for gratitude to God that so
many have been converted in answer to so little prayer, and at the same
time we are encouraged to hope and believe that if all our schools held
regular teachers’ prayer-meetings and monthly concerts, God would bless
our labors proportionately, and a very large increase in the number of
conversions would be the result.

What can our labors accomplish without God’s blessing? and what
right have we to expect God’s blessing upon our labors, unless we unitedly
and faithfully seek it ?

Very few of our schools report any regular benevolent contributions,
and thus a very important part of the religious education of children is
generally neglected.
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While these and other facts seem discouraging to the friends of Sun-
day Schools in our country, yet it shotld be borne in mind that the
development of these facts shows an awakening in the minds of our
people which augurs well for our cause in the future. This develop-
ment is made through an organization which is becoming more efficient
and will not rest satisfied with merely revealing our destitutions, but
will enlist the labors and prayers of Christians and philanthropists to
supply them. 2 : g

A great work is to be done, but God is stirring up His people to do it,
and He will abundantly reward their efforts: and the time is coming
when all the children of our country will be brought under the teach-
ings and power of the Word of God.

J. SANDFORD SMITH,
County Secretary, pro tem.
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