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Cover photo
Sgts. Jean P. Anacreon and Roie Zuk, 
both Soldiers of B Company, 2-113th In-
fantry, wait for the welcome home cere-
mony to begin at the National Guard Ar-
mory in Jersey City, N.J., August 13, 2015. 
(U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master 
Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

Spc. Louis Iasparri kisses his girlfriend Maggie McClemens at the welcome home ceremony 
for B Company, 2-113th Infantry, at the National Guard Armory in Jersey City, N.J., August 13, 
2015. (U.S. Air National Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

Infantrymen return from Enduring Freedom mission
By Master Sgt. David Moore, Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs

Thirty Soldiers from the New Jersey 
Army National Guard’s 2-113 Infantry re-
turned to the Jersey City Armory Aug. 13 
after a nine month deployment to South-
west Asia in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom

Family members held balloons and 
banners as they waited to be reunited with 
their Soldier after the official ceremony.

While deployed, the Soldiers per-
formed security force missions, protecting 
allied troops and sensitive infrastructure.

Spc. Elvin Davis Valentin-Nunez said 
it was a successful mission and everyone 
did their job and came home safely.

“Leadership did a great job leading 
us. During the deployment we all became 
a family,” he said.

His brother, Spc. Elvin Dave Valen-
tin-Nunez, added it was great to be home 
and see their father, Elvin David, who was 
waiting for them.

Daisy Werneck, the mother of Spc. 
William C. Werneck, wept tears of joy 
when she was re-united with her son. An 
immigrant to the United States from South America, Werneck said she was proud of 

her son’s service to America.
“I am so proud of everything he did. I 

am always proud of his accomplishments 
for us being Americans,’ she said. 

Brig. Gen. Michael Cun-
niff, the Adjutant General 
of the New Jersey National 
Guard, said by the time the 
Soldiers prepare for their de-
ployment it is actually a year 
away from home before they 
are reunited with their families. 
But the new mission for them 
is to reintegrate them to being 
home.

"Our job in the National 
Guard is to reintegrate Soldiers 
with their families and civilian 
life seamlessly so they can pick 
up their lives where they left 
off," he said.

Capt. Brendon Cassidy re-
flected on the deployment and the support 
from the residents and civic groups of New 
Jersey for the Soldiers. Early on, he said, 
the Soldiers developed into a tight cohe-
sive team and remained that way through-
out the deployment. But now there is still 
more work to do, he said.

“We all have to make sure those who 

Spc. William C. Werneck’s mother, Daisy Wer-
neck, poses with a sign during the welcome 
home ceremony for the 30 Citizen-Soldiers 
who returned home from a nearly year-long 
deployment in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. (U.S. Air National Guard photo 
by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)

went to school before leaving get back into 
school. Those who had a job successfully 
go back to work, and for those who need a 
job find successful employment,” Cassidy 
said.

Brig. Gen. Michael L. Cunniff, left, the Adjutant General, 
watches as Philip Cassidy, center, promotes his son, 1st 
Lt. Brendan Cassidy, to captain prior to the 2-113th’s wel-
come home ceremony August 13, 2015. (U.S. Air National 
Guard photo by Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen/Released)
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Raymond Zawacki, left, Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs; Louis Parisi, center, and Marga-
ret Jennings-Manzi salute at the wreath presentation during the World War II 70th Anniversary Global 
Tribute at the Brigadier General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery, North Hanover Town-
ship, N.J., Aug. 16, 2015. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Staff Sgt. Devlin D. Drew/Released)

‘Kinsmen’ who won a war
By Master Sgt. David Moore, Joint Force Headquarters Public Affairs

In 1945, they were young, strong and 
had the cause of freedom on their side.

Margaret Jennings-Manzi was an 
Army nurse healing the wounded on a 
hospital ship navigating mine-filled waters 
and Louis Parisi was a Marine fighting in 
the bloodiest battle of in the Pacific The-
ater -- Okinawa.

On Sunday, the Monmouth County 
residents were honored for their roles in 
helping end the greatest conflict in history 
during a ceremony at the Brigadier Gen-
eral William C. Doyle Cemetery sponsored 
by the New Jersey Department of Military 
and Veterans Affairs, the U.S. Veterans Ad-
ministration and the non-profit group Keep 
the Spirt of ’45 Alive.

Both Jennings-Manzi and Parisi did 
their part in keeping the spirit alive with 
vivid recollections of what it was like to be 
part of the largest group of Americans who 
ever united for a common cause.

“There were 15 million very young 
people, we shared our experiences and be-
came friends with people from all over the 
country--Alabama, Texas and California,” 
she said. “We became kinsmen. Kinsmen 
with one purpose: To win a war.”

Jennings-Manzi’s first assignment of 
the war was aboard the U.S.S. Seminole. The 
ship held 500 wounded service members 
and found itself under attack multiple times. 
Over 20 Atlantic crossings, Jennings-Manzi 
saw it all, from caring for German and Italian 

prisoners to the voyage when more than 300 
of the patients were paralyzed and nurses 
wrote letters for the wounded. 

Parisi entered the Marine Corps in 
1943 and saw combat across in the South 
Pacific. At one point, he was able to help 
rescue a baby who had been caught in the 
crossfire.

Now, 70 years later, Parisi said he has 
one simple wish.

“Hopefully someday there will not 

be any wars and 406,000 who died in 
World War II will have everlasting 
peace,” he said.

Raymond L. Zawacki, the DMAVA 
Deputy Commissioner for Veterans’ Af-
fairs, said younger generations need to 
hear the voices of World War II Veterans.

“The Greatest Generation won the 
war on two fronts,” he said. “Thank you 
for teaching us today a valuable lesson of 
freedom and liberty.”

Energy Conservation 
Tip of the Week
Cut your water heating 
bills

Solar water heating systems cost more 
upfront compared to traditional systems; how-
ever, a solar water heater could cut your water 
heating bills by 50 to 80 percent!

Installing an ENERGY STAR certified so-
lar water heater will cut your emissions in half 
and prevent 4,000 pounds of carbon dioxide 
from entering the atmosphere every year.

If you would like more information about 
our energy and water conservation efforts, con-
tact Christopher Moore, Energy Manager at 
christopher.moore@dmava.nj.gov
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Selling the Army and buying it too
By Sgt. Bill Addison, 444th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

Softball paid Nicole Callah-
an’s way through Fordham Univer-
sity and helped her land a coaching 
job at West Point.

Something happened when 
Callahan started selling softball re-
cruits on the prospect of becoming 
Army officers.

“I sold myself,” she recalled.
On Aug. 9, Callahan was com-

missioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in 
the New Jersey Army National 
Guard as part of the 22-member 
Officer Candidate Class 58.

The graduates represented 
nearly every county in the state and 
came into the program with a var-
ied degree of military experience-- 
from a 14-year combat veteran to 
many fresh from basic training.

The class began 18 months 
ago with more than 50 candidates, 
said Capt. Robert Roma, a platoon 
training officer with the school. 
Roma said the more than 50 per-
cent attrition rate not only exem-
plifies the difficulty of the program 
but the also the quality of the suc-
cessful candidates.

“This is nothing that they were 
given, they earned this,” he said.

For Callahan, the commission 
as an officer is only the first chal-
lenge. Her next will be to graduate 
from the Artillery Officer Basic 
Course at Fort Sill, Okla., and be-
come only the second female com-
bat arms officers in New Jersey.

The U.S. Army recently an-
nounced a plan to open all combat 
arms positions – Infantry, Field 
Artillery and Armor -- to women 
no later than January, 1 2016. And 
while Callahan realizes she’ll face 
some challenges, she’s optimistic 
about the future of female officers 
in the role.

“I think there’s going to be 
some cultural differences and ste-
reotypes we need to break, but 
we’re going to perform the same 
way,” she said.

Officer candidate class 58 graduates
2nd Lt. William Acunayupanqui, Quartermaster
2nd Lt. Christophe Baillargeon, Field Artillery

2nd Lt. Michelle Bolton, Quartermaster
2nd Lt. Rachel Brinkley, Quartermaster

2nd Lt. Susette Brooks, Ordnance
2nd Lt. Nicole Callahan, Field Artillery

2nd Lt. Gabriel Centeno, Engineer
2nd Lt. Andrew Conner, Infantry

2nd Lt. Derrick Covolus, Ordnance
2nd Lt. Kyle Durso, JChemical

2nd Lt. Michael Engelhard Jr., Infantry
2nd Lt. Steven Forrest Jr., Infantry, Distinguished Honor Graduate

2nd Lt. Julio Gamboa, Infantry
2nd Lt. Daifalla Jaloudi, Field Artillery

2nd Lt. Marcus Martinez, Engineer
2nd Lt. Michael Miller, Engineer

2nd Lt. Nicholas Priessnitz, Engineer
2nd Lt. Dino Radoncic, Infantry

2nd Lt. Loretta Rodriguez, Adjutant General
2nd Lt. Jason Smith, Finance

2nd Lt. Eric Tomkins, Infantry 
2nd Lt. Sethanie Wright, Quartermaster

Graduates Billy Burgos and Amber Hughes chose
to defer their commissions until a later date.

Brig. Gen. Michael Cunniff, left, the Adjutant General, presents 2nd Lt. Nicole Callahan, second from 
left, her commissioning certificate during the Officer Candidate Class 58 commissioning ceremony at 
the National Guard training Center in Sea Girt, N.J., Aug. 9, 2015. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by 
Staff Sgt. Devlin D. Drew/Released)
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New Veteran Journal
Clicking on the picture will take you to a PDF of the maga-
zine. Printed copies will be available soon!
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by close of business Wednesday

Sept. 8 & 9 
DMAVA Veterans Outreach 

Campaign
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Brunswick Square Mall
755 Highway 18

East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Veterans Outreach
Campaign

Sept. 12
“Rockin Fest” to support 

student veterans
11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Sussex County College 
For details:

sussex.edu/rockinfest
1 College Road

Newton, NJ 07860


