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| ASSEMBLYMAN ANTHONY S. MARSELIA: I now call this public
hearing to order. Before we get started on testimony frcm the sponsor,
I'd like to call Mayor Mullen for some brief remarks. :
MAYOR ANN um.m Thank you' Assemblyman Marsella. Ladies and
:gentlemen, we certamly welccme you here today, and we re gratified
that you would come to our c_axmunity, ‘and address our needs. We
welcame the public and we're glad to have your mput as, I'm sure, is
the camittee. Thank you very very much for canmg here today.

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Thank you Mayor. 'I'ne reason we chose
Gloucester 'Ib\mship to have this public hearing is that both of the
bills that‘we re going to be discussing here thi_s afternoon deal with
the area of Gloucester 'Downship, , The funding bill ‘that Assemblyman
Riley has put in to the General Assembly Geals with the GEMS lﬁandfill’,
and the second bill that we re going to be dealing with today deals
with testing of the ground waters in the area.
o As you and the people here fram Gloucester 'Ibwnship Kknow,
GEMS Landfill has been designated on the Superfund list. At the.
present time it is third, fourth, or fifth on that list. What has
occurred over the course of five or six years is that there | has been
| -established a red line area, which is a concern area that should be
watched and checked for ground water pollution. Assemblyman Riley's
first bill, A-2693, appropriates around a million dollars to run water
- mains in that red line district. This will provide clean drinking
| water for the citizens of Gloucester Township and will also permit the
fire department of Gloucester Township to use that c1ty water to
protect the area.

Assemblyman Riley, w111 ‘you please give us a synop515 of your
~ bills. : v
ASSEMBLYMAN IHNIS L. RILEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Initially we
submitted these bills, as outlined by Mr. Marsella, with the basic idea
of redressing' what I think is a seribu_s,‘ serious 'problem here in
Gloucester Township. The problem eminates fram the fact that GEMS
Landfill, which, I believe is number three on the National Superfund
List of sites, is in the heart of the town. The DEP has been working
 to try to correct the problem. - I believe two towers will be erected to



try to help the effluent 51tuat10n, However, the problem is a lot more
" serious than ‘that, and is one that needs to be addressed
fl_leg1slat1vely. As for the bills thenselves, I have no great pr1de as to
wording.  In fact, I urge ‘the camuttee to draw up a commi ttee
substitute, or. to even ‘amend the committee substltute. I am more
' concerned w1th the leglslat1ve intent, ulud\ is o’ solve the problens
of Gloucester 'I\ownshlp. , o

| Gloucester Townshlp is a town beset mth problels fran a
' sxtuatmn not of its ‘own domg. 'nus s1tuat1on wh1ch was created by'
all of South Jersey, and 1n fact, even Phlladelpma, in the erection
V'.'of_ "Mount Erial,” as it is so often called, in Gloucester 'Ibwnsh1p.
. The problem is water in the red lmed area, as the chart the
' water campany has prov1ded pretty well shows - We need p1pelmes within
thls red lined area. Members of the camuttee, let me turn this chart
toward you. (Durmg thlS time, speaker is frequently usmg chart) We
have a very senous problem m several areas.

Flrst, in fire protectlon. The f1re chief w1ll be here t.hls
: afternoon -at approximately ‘three o *clock, to descrlbe the actual fire
protect1on problem. The firemen,: by order of the commissioners, w111
‘not go on the site to fight fires. There is no water to the site,
~therefore, we have an extremely dangerous situation regarding fires, I
: be11eve Mayor Mullen will be talking about this and previous
s,ltuatlons, when she test1f1es. The bill's purpose is twofold.
R 1) "Ib bring water l1nes onto the. site itself, for: f1re
) protection. : ,
| - 2) ' To take the money from the Spill Ccmpensatlon Fund, thus
'enablmg the res:.dents and landowners within this area to not drink
~_water that is presumably dangerous and has waste in 1t. ’ 1f, in fact,
waste is not 1n the water, it 1s presumed to be and people are still
fearful of 1t. ’ '

The other thmg that I'd 11ke addressed in thls legislation

. is the shrinking of the red lined area itself. Basmally, the reason .

1 would like this red line shrunk is twofold. And within that, I would
ask that = the Townshlp be held har:mless. : Presently,"
' Gloucester Townshlp is facmg a real "Catch 22" situation. GlouceSter




'Ibwnshlp is bemg placed on notice t.hat the State mtends to come
agamst it for money being paid fram the Sp111 Compensatlon Fund, for
Pplaces where additional payments have been made in ompensatlon for the
Vlower prices received for the ‘sales of propertles, due to decreased
real estate value. I don't think that's fair. So 1 would ask that
‘this bill, should it be amended, include hold ‘harmless for the
xm:nioipality. Second, I would ask that mmedlately—

ASSE‘MBL!MAN PANKOK: Dennis, say that once more, please.

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Okay. I would ask that in any payments
made as a result of this bill, Gloucester Township be held harmless
'because, what's happening'isv, under the present situ'at_ion,tn'vIUn- and I
think the Mayor will describe this in more detail, that the State,
through DEP, is telling the Township that any payments it's making as a
result of the clean up of GEMS, ‘and of payments as a result of GEMS,
are intended to go against the Township. Well, that is about as
asinine as anything I can possibly imagine. The 'I\wnshlp is the one
confronted with the problems and the State is not only addmg to the
problems, they' re. perpetuating them. Tom, a second amendment I would
“like to the bill -- actually I.think it's the second bill, I'm not sure
which bill is which — but the second bill would require that the DEP

~ 'would come in and check all the ground water here, and the red lined

area., My understanding is this — and I think this will surprise
probably everybody here —— as you can see, (the speaker points to -
chart) the red 11ned area is not exactly a uniformed situation.  The
red 11ned area vls actually in the northern boundary of ,the
municipality, which is not necessarily the boundary of anything that
can be connected to the flow of’effiuent from GEMS. So, this could,
very possibly, be an irrational line, drawn by the municipality. My
understanding is the State of New Jersey has just paid $18,000 to
sameone up here ‘in the Sturbridge Oaks development for lost value of
their property, and the people in the development who received the
money, have city water. It seems to me that that's not only
contradictory but it's also a waste of money, because my understanding
is the Spill 'Ccmpensation money is to be used to correct water
situations. If they have city water, why would the State and the DEP
pay ‘the . money, and then put  the 'Downshlp on



notice that they‘re not going to hold the'fltnmship-rhamless"for,, that.
It seems a. v1olat10n of due process, at best. And I'think_ the :
51tuat10n should be corrected : L
.. The third area,,whld'x is the general area, and the ba51c’
'premlse of the legislation, - 1s that ve need cxty water around GEMS 7
ﬁ The assurances from DEP are one thmg, but 1 don't thmk that anyone 1n>
that area beheves that their water 1s safe to drlnk B 'I‘herefore, we
ineed to have city water brought mto the area. . I- belleve Mr.  Bob
o ,Rasmussen, whose property is dlrectly across from. an mdustnal plant,
will be testlfymg. : ’
‘ ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Can I 1nterrupt a mmute?

ASSB&BLYMAN RILEY: Sure. o |

“ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Have there been any tests of the water
in th1s area, and what are the results of those tests? ’ ) |
‘ ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY I thmk Ann w1ll probably know. 'The DEP
: ASSH’IBLYMANPANKOK | I'11 wait if someone else has it.
 ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: f They would have the full results.
' VVEVery time I ask the question 1 get— o ‘ ‘
" ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Well it's a matter of public record. If
' tests have been made, they have to be released to us. .
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: There have been, and I know ~ that
_Assemblyman Riley and also Senator Dalton are aware of tests that have
been made over the course of the four years that I've been in the
‘Legislature. At one point in time, ab_out two and a half years 'ago, the
DEP put everybody on notice, including our Legislative offices, that
the water had some toxins: 1n it, and people were 1nstructed not  to

‘ _drmk their water. Then further te_sts then showed that the water was

okay. So apparently, Tom, from what wé'Ve heard through testirhony and
jb'also through stuoymg pollut1on of underground water, the toxms move
in pockets. ' _ ’ .
' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK° . Well, there have been same precedentsv
"set in Southern New Jersey, and one 1s 'Bridgeport, because ‘they run
munlClpal water out to those homes in the area of the Bridgeport oil
well, Because of test results of the water in that area, the people
were just told, you can't drink that water."' ’ ’ '




| ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY:  Assemblyman Pankok, if I could
explam the problem the residents and the fire people have, and the
| Mayor has described it to us— The DEP seems now to be saymg that the
- problem is not that severe, you can drink your water. Yet, as an
amateur, it sounds suly to me in the case of a 51te that . 1s number
three on the Superfund list. For instance, the f:u:e campanies ‘are told
to go fight the fires on the landfill, And yet as they go out there in
'then: little plastic hats and little plastic jackets that the DEP says
are safe ‘to wear. Yet the DEP's people go ‘out in moonsuits, saying
it's okay for you to be here in your plastic, even though we have our

~ moonsuits on. So if nothing else, 1t seems contrary to reality, if not

factually, oonceptually. And secondanly, the GEMS landfill has shrunk
at least 30 feet in the last three or four years. Obviously that is
going ‘sameplace, and I think that the obvious conclusion . is that there
is a very senous, serlous situation, and a very serious chance of
carcinogens gomg into the water system here, partlcularly since the
water flow is in the direction of Briar Lake and the streams that go
toward the southwestern portion of the municipality and the adjoining
municipalities.  Therefore, it seems 1ogical to believe that there
could be a problem, and since the DEP is constructihg two 32 foot high v
towers on the base of this landflll, it would again seem that they know
- there is a problem. So, they can say on one hand the water is okay,
but since they are erecting two 32 foot towers and walking around in
moonsuits, it is not encouraging to the people of the Township and
‘others in the area. So we think it's imperative to have first the
-_water brought in, 's_edond, the red line area be specifically defined and
shrunk, if the DEP finds it to be accurate that this line up here does

. not have a problem. And third, the town should absolutely be held

harmless, because it seems, again, to be put_.ting the nunicipality in a-
"Catch 22" situation, particularly‘if, payments are being made, whether
on the Spill Compensation or any other fund. The payments are being
made to city people who have city water, while so many‘others do not.
Agam, it seems contrary to logic, if nothing else.

We would hope this is an overview of what we are trylng to
~do. Again, I think, the Mayor, the fire department, Mr. Rasmussen, and




, | scxne of the res:.dents w111 be able to d&scnbe the situation in terns
| of the actual, factual 51tuat10n. What I' m trymg to outlme is . what
i my legislative intent is. : : »
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Let me again get back to the questlon G
- ffaSked Do we have, or 1s there avallable, the results of the water
test? ' ST S
T Assmr..mm massms 1 'think 'we_'wiu‘g,see”men when DEP
- testifies a llttle later on, ‘unless yo_u wa:'nt " them '. right: “now
‘Assemblyman - o o _ |
: ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK:. 1 would 11ke to see them rlght now.
ANTHONY FARRD: We have in the past submitted all data and all samples,
"taken, by both the Department and the EPA, espec1a11y in the potable ‘
wells, to the Townshlp and Health Department. - There has been a recent'
set of samples taken by EPA, in conjunctlon w1th the study being
performed at GEMS, and t.hat data should be available same time next
week. The reason ~why data isn t released immediately after being
received 1s that data has to go through quality assurance to make sure
that what you have is correct. - If » in any case where we do find
contamlnants in a potable ‘well, we do. not wait to "QA" that data, we
notlfy the people mmedlately.
‘ ASSB!BLYMAN PANKOK- Have you notlfled any of ‘the people in
the area that the water is not--
MR.-_,FARRO:‘ ‘We' notify the people that we have found
_ contaninants 1n théir wells,_.and at the same time, work with ‘the Health
‘Department to notify them. - We then check out whether or not, indeed,
that well is contammated. ' v S
. ~ ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: How recently was that done? When was
the last time you notified someone that their well was ‘contaminated?
: | ' MR, FARRO: I wouldn't be able to tell you that right off the
‘top of my head, as far as the last time— ,
. ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Could you get that information to my
offlce for me’ o - “ B R - ’
MR. FARRO: Sure. R o o
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: And whatever were the last results of
the tests as far as contaminants in the area are concerned? |
MR. FARRO: Sure. | . '




DR. MARY MORRIS: MynamemDr. Marybbrrzis,andlamthed'uefofthe

Bureau of Environmental Evaluation and Risk Assessment working for -

Mr. Farro. ‘Over the past several years, potable wells have been
‘sampled on a m.mber of occasions. In the public information session
here a few months ago, we presented a smimary table, which we can get
' copies for you, that indicated the number of wells sampled in ‘80, ‘81,
and '82. During that time, a number of wells indicated contamination
above fifty parts per billion, which was our action level at the time,.
- and a number of wells that showed non-detects. We can provide that to
you in the future. 1In general the number of wells showing levels of
~ contamination above detection levels has dropped to almost zero. At
‘this point there may be one well that shows contamination which may not

be associated with GEMS Landfill. _' This is part of a separate
investigation. It is not a residence, 1it's an  industrial

establishment. ‘
~ ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK. And these tests were done by DEP? A
DR. MORRIS: These tests were done by DEP, by EPA, and by
Camden County. . | o .
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Do you know what laboratory did the
analysis? ' ‘ » : ' ‘ '
"~ DR. MORRIS: Not offhand, but we can get that information for
you. : ‘ ' | o
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: 1I'd like to have that information also.
‘Thank you Doctor. | | o o
' ASSE‘MBLYMAN MARSELLA: Thank you very much. t
ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: = Finally, members of the Committee,

we'd also like to add for your consideration a possible amendment. We

~ understand there S a possibility that HUD would pay for the connections
fram the houses to the streets in the residential cammunities.
However, as far as paying for the physical area where we hook up, we
would ask that money be included in the bill as well. I understand
that the water companies—- ' . ’ ‘

' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Can I stop you for a second? Would.
you also like that money included from the Spill Fund? '

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Yes sir.




' ASSEMBLYMAN 'MARSELLA: Let me "explain to the _tfmbers who are
 here, Assemblyman Riley is going to take a million‘dc’ollars fram the -

Water Supply Act, wh1ch we all voted on in 1981 That '-program is a

. loan program ~ where " the 7_ mun1c1pal1ty applles - for
‘ funds through the Water Supply Bond Act, and if it's granted, then gets -

 the approval to put the water lmes m.' What Assemblyman Rlley, along ,

| ‘-w1th our Camuttee here is attemptmg to ‘do now is come up with a new
camnlttee substitute vhich would take over a million dollars out of the
Sp111 Fund, and place it before the Leglslature for 1ts oons1derat10n.

And the Spill Fund would not cost the municipality any dollars, nor

would it cost the taxpayers of Gloucester Townshlp any dollars. Thls
| is a grant progran for a contaunmated area.v 'I'hat s what the Spill Fund
- is for, and that's also the reason why Assemblyman Riley would lJ.ke a
hold harmless clause in this bill for Glouoester 'lbmshlp. _
| ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY:  Thank you Mr. Chairman for the
explanatlon. If I could say one more thing regardmg the hookups, I
_ would ask that there ‘also be mandatory ‘hookups, and that the Townshlp- |
be ccmpelled to have mandatory hookups. We would not have a- situation
‘of the poss"ib'ility for bringing the water in. If we're going to bring
‘the water into the area, we should mandate the people hookup to-the ,

. area, ’because we're trying to 'safeguard their health, And therefore,

‘there should be mandatory hookups. - I think that should be requ1red-

within the legislation itself, to make sure that everybody conplles, so

we don't have a problem ten years down the road. I think that
' therefore we— : ‘ . o

’ ASSFMBLYMAN MARSELIA: That' s a good point. Good point.

- ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Thank you, members of the Committee.
S I'1l obv1ously be around for other questions.

- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELI.A " Does anybody have any other questlons

- of same nupact'> ‘ ’ . |
' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK. No. Not rlght now. Thank you.
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELI.A Okay, thank you Assemblyman Rlley.
ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: 'I‘hank you Mr. Chalrman

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Our next witness w1ll be the Honorable, :

i _Mayor of Gloucester t[bwnshlp, Mayor Mullen.




MAYOR MULLEN: Thank you Oommttee members, we are. very
mterested in your support.of this b111 for marny reasons. My main
concern is, of course, that our residents have a oontmuous, safe
source of drinking water. I'm certainly not a chemist and I don't know
too much about how pollution happens, but I do know, from belng_ "
' associated with this problem and living in the area ‘myself, that
contamination moves in plugs. and though I'm relieved to know that
nght now we don't seem to have a serious problem mth our deeper
wells, that c.ould just be today; tamorrow it could be something else.
You just do not know with an unknown like GEMS Landfill. I understand
that one of our wells was tested one day, and had a very bad reading-.
It was tested the following day and was clear again. . That makes me
‘very uneasy. The only way I'll ever feel relieved on behalf of our
residents is to know that we have a good water source which is tested
by law — and I understand that the State Assembly and Senate passed a
‘law that requires that testing -~- and then I thmk we'll all be
relleved. : , v :
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Well Mayor, it occurs to me that if
‘ there is a good reading today and a bad reading tomorrow, it is
probably based a lot on the weather, on whether or not we've had a lot
of rainfall. - I suspect that ’you"re probably getting decent readings
right now because we're in a drought period. - '

MAYOR MULLEN: Yes, I understand that part of the bulldup of
leachate, whlch contains the contaminants, is usually caused by rain
water seeping through the landflll, mixing with whatever is there, and
being forced out the bottam, which, of course, we have right now.
I do understand that the DEP is working to remedy that, for which I am
very relieved. To expand on that a little, I'm sure the folks who live
there would love to have city water. Our water source in that area is
high in iron content, and doesn't taste very good. I certainly would
be relieved to know something couldn’t move along and plug into my
water source while my family is drinking it one day. | ’

Another problem is the ecohc_mic one. We are an a\?erage
camunity of mostly blue and pink collar workers. If you tell me or
tell some of our residents, "yes ma'am, you can have city water', ‘but




' '1t 's going to cost you $15 000 to extend that line to your hame," then |
' you might as well say, "go out and buy a Rolls Royce tomorrow.” ~ It's
Just not w1thm our reach. Th:.s is a very very expensxve prcposmlon.‘
‘We have large expanses of - undeveloped areas out there because the

: vlandfxll is makmg it an. undes:.rable area. It 1s nnpactmg people even o

A ‘”'further than that because of thls red line, which my docmlents show was

' »only placed around that area so anyone commg in for a prlvate well

’ ,would apply to the State to make sure that the1r wells were properly
‘ deep. And I can understand that. But the very term "red line" is
e »frisjhtemng,_ and has a- psycholog1cal impact on ‘anybody that wants to.
" live . in that area. It sounds like "Love Canal®™ to me, and what it's
~ done to our residents is unbellevable. _ . :
| Most of the _young folks today are moblle, and when the1r
husbands are transferred, they find themselves with a hame that they
Aelther cannot - sell, or are forced to give away at a terrlble loss,

: ,because our realtors, in order to protect themselves, make people sign

T a dlsclal.mer before they sell any home w1th1n that so-called red lme.»v

Now these are folks with c1ty water supply w1th no source of -
' vcontamlnatlon, and here they are with this impact. In order to protect
'"themselves, they, of course, apply for Spill Fund, and the Splll Fund
awards have been tremendous. I know for a fact that the source of

LR _pollution, the ground water,"is gomg up ard in the opposlte dlrectlon,

does not affect the corner of the Townshlp or the lower end, ‘and yet
these awards are still being made. ' S

o I can sympathize with those folks that are after those
awards. but I know that it is go1ng to cane back upon the ‘Ibwnshlp,
- and all of our residents are going to have to subs1d1ze the fund. I
V 'understand that when folks get a Splll Fund award, they sign away ‘their
r1ght to sue the State, but of course the Townsh1p does not have that
protectlon. ‘ So, we are very interested in seemg the water lines
extended, because we know most folks Just would have no other means -
of protectlon.

I'd like to g1ve you Just a little b1t of background about a

flre, whlch Assemblyman Rlley ment1oned to you, that we had not too -

long ago at the landfill, It started out as a small grass fire in an

10




area maybe as big as this table. Our ‘volunteer firemen were very
willing to go up there, but they had their orders because our
cammissioners feel there is too much unknown about the landf:.ll to
expose their men and their equipment to 1t. So they were ordered not
to go up there. In the midst of that, the fire expanded and covered

fifteen acres. The mople who lived around it ‘were frightened, and o

didn't know what to do; we were frustrated, our fxremen were
N frustrated, we turned to the State for help. 'I‘he State sent men fram
the Forestry Service, and what was a small grass fire, for a lack of a
~ water supply, turned into almost a major fire, covering the top of that
landfill. Eventually it was put out by calling in a task force of fire
companies, and God bless them all, they came in and hooked up together
for the entire length of the street until they reached' a water source,
and they were able to lay a large hose along the wall of the landfill
and move it a few feet while they soaked the top. This enabled us to
send men up and turn the earth over. That was a costly operation, it
took four or five days to ext1ngu1sh what was, to begin with, a small
grass fire. Ironlcally, we got a report on the fifth day, of a- small
area that started to blaze up again -- a little smoke. The way we put
that out was, gentlemen, our public works director and myself jumped in
'a pickup truck, went up the top Of the landfill with a hand
extinguisher, and stood there and put that fire out. Because, enough
_was enough. '

I know if that red lme could be shrunk to the area that has
~ the known problem, the rest of the folks in that area that would like
~to move or relocate or - sell their homes— We have senior
citizens that are. stuck in their ‘homes out there in houses that are too

big and expensive for them to care for, and unless they want to glveb ‘

them away, . they are stuck because of that red line.

, ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Well, in just looking at the red line
on the map, and in just our preliminary _analy51s from the‘Garden State
Water Company, who would be responsible for running those lines, it |
will cost over $1.5 million dollars to service that area with water.
So the effects of shrinking that water line could also benefit the
S‘tate of New Jersey in regard to running those water .iines.
Assanblyman, do you have any questions for the Mayor?

1"




| ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: = MNo, just. a statement, Mayor. Having
Vbeen a C1ty Counc1lman, a Mayor, a Freeholder, and Freeholder Director,
I know what you re talking about when you have to do it yourself, and
Comy hat s off to you. It happens. First, I want you to know that you

».._‘have my ccmplete support as far as these b1lls are concerned, and I'd

- be honored to be the mover or at least seoond the motion ‘to get them

out of ccmmttee and get them. gomg. Coupled with that, ‘you have to o

" realize that, when you think of the zillions of dollars that we are
' pourmg ‘into a _couple places 1n North Jersey, I vote like thls in
’ comnlttee ‘and on the floor of- the Assetbly, because to shrink this line
and get water to these people so they can feel safe in their homes, is .
“peanuts. You )mw, I used to 11ve in the c1ty of Salem and was ra1Sed

with city water, and then moved to Pennsv111e in later years. . The

water tasted different in Pennsville than it does in Salem, and I
v haven t drunk water in Pennsville since I've lived there. fl'he water's .
| " good, it's great, but it ‘just tastes different. I don't }mod why, but
.1 don' t like it. My po1nt is, in most places in Southern New Jersey
Vwe're,very"fortm'ate as far as our water supply is concerned. It is a
»preei'ous conmodity.~ | It certainly behoove.s’ us as' leg_islatOrs to help
_you and we certainly will do everythmg we can. I pledge youmy
support on th1s leglslatlon. . | ‘

, ' MAYOR MULLEN: On behalf of the re51dents of Gloucester
Townshlp, 1 certamly extend our s:.ncere thanks. I often wonder, and
maybe most of our residents here were “too young to thlnk about thls,'
Y'but ‘when I was a k1d the big thmg was the Marshall Plan to save
,’ urope. s - ’ '
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: nght.

MAYOR MULLEN: We did a darn good jOb over there, amd 1 often
woncer why thlS country can 't fmd a way to protect our re51dents
agalnst this type of pollutlon right here in our own back yard. Our
B re31dents didn't pollute that landflll They didn't bring those
' chemlcals in there, and I don t think they should bear this burden,
this worriment, thls exposure, and the final- expense on. their backs.
They're pa_ymg enough right now. :

. ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Mayor, you're right on target.
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MAYOR MULLEN: May I Just share one thmg as a clanflcatmn
for everyone here?

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA Sure » Mayor.

MAYOR MULLEN: I have a letter here fram Dr. Sadat and Lance
Miller of the DEP. Dr. Sadat -says, "the red line zone that was .;
, 1dent1f1ed by the Department was for the sole purpose of restricting
. new wells within the vicinity of the GEMS Landfill.® 'nus is repeated
in all of the material, and it goes on to say that well permits cans be
granted, as long as they're reviewed by the State. It sounds nice and
simple, but the State must realize that when they say "red line zone",
’they're saying "Love Canal“. I even had a gentleman, a senior citizeﬁ, '
who wanted to have his front porch fixed, because he and his elderly
‘wife were afraid they would fall through it. It was a small job, but
‘when he went to our local bank and asked for a $1200 loan, he then |
brought the slip into me that stated, "loan denied - within red zone".
You “know— , v . :

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: If that doesn't answer it, nothing does.

MAYOR MULLEN: That should tell it all. So I thank you for
‘your support, I'm sure my residents here today can be much more
eloguent than I could ever be.

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: Thank you very much Mayor.

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Thank you Mayor.

v . MAYOR MULLEN: Because, of course, b § live on the other side
of the street fram the red line, and I guess that makes me safe at 30
feet away. (laughter) _

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA:  Our next witness will be Bob
Rasmussen. | | | |
ROBERT RASMUSSEN: Thank you Mr. Chairman. -

. ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: Good afternoon. B

MR. RASMUSSEN: Good afternoon. . I'm President of the
Aggregate Division of Western Capital. We haire_ a mnufacturingk
facility located directly across the street fram the GEMS Landfill. 1In
fact, our driveway and the old GEMS driveway are directly aéroés fram
each other, We're impacted by this situation every day. We have 'nowb
/ eppr'oxi.mately 40 employees at our facility there, and we have several

concerns.
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v We are applymg for a sub-d1v1$1on and s1te plan approval for',k
" a new building of approximately 55,000 square feet, that would employ
.- an additional 50 to 60 people. This is somethmg that would be good‘
: for the 'Ibwnshlp -and good for the area. It is a non—re51dent1al type of
use; we do not ‘use processed water, but we have several concerns. o
- - Number one is the health of our enployees. We have a very |
"deep well on the property now that has been tested. We test it every.
‘year at our own expense with a prlvate testmg laboratory. '-,Our
employees will not dr1nk “the water. We have had several complamts
fram them - whenever they are smk, they say it' S the water, - They
" honestly feel that way, although I don't know whether or not it's

- correct, and I don t know whether these pollutants can be accurately' o

tested and measured. We have to use bottled water for our employees.

(That is an expense. The wash up water for cleam.ng and washing is the

well water. Hopefully that is safe for that purpose. But right now it
" “is an expense for us to test and to prcv1de bottled water for our'

employees. _ _ ' o - _
’_ Number two, we need water . for fire protection for our
-existing building. The hydrants are very far away, and as Mayor Mullen

- described, it would take quite a tr1p to get water up to the plant for

,f1re flghtlng purposes. ; : ,

, Number three, our new bu11d1ng w1ll also require drinxking
water for addltlonal employees, and, acco_rdlng to the State Bulldlng‘
Code ‘and our consulting éngineers, we will have to install a sprinkler
', system in this building. We can do that in three ways: By creating a
man—made pond for f1re fighting, by building a water tower that would
~ have to’ be fed by a well for fire flghtmg, and I just found ‘out that
any well that we wOuld drill would have to be approved by the State. I .

don't know if that's a problem or not.

' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: That's correct. v
RASMUSSEN- All these thlngs just create obstacles for an

mdustnal concern such as ours to expand in this catmunlty. Third, we

- could have a city water system, which would be very advantageous for )

“us for drmkmg and for a sprlnkler system. The cost of the man-made

well and water tank would prohably be in excess of $100,000, according
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to our consultants. This might make the whole project prohibitive for
us. We have been a veryvcoope‘rative member of this cammunity, and
would like to continue to be so and to put our expansion here, that's
why we're asking this board for help. | ‘ |
~ ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Okay. Assemblyman Pankok, do you
‘have any questions? ' ' BT :
' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: No. | o
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Bob, I'd like to applaud you for at
least considering an addltlon to your ex1st1ng structure which would
employ 50 addltlonal people here in Gloucester 'Ibmshlp. As you know,
Assemblyman Riley has been workmg very d111gently and very hard trying
- to run this water in the red line area where your campany is now:
planning an expansion. I know that would be very helpful to you in
regard to thebrequirements of the State of New Jersey that you must
have sprinkler systems, and those types of things. Additionally, your
processing campany can only .chérge so much for your product to be
campetitive with other industries across the nation. We understand
your cbncerns, and we'd like to see you stay in business, so we're
gomg to do everything we can to have this piece of leg1slat10n passed,
and hopefully get those water lines in your area so you can be assured "
of clean drinking water and also proper safety and fire protectlon for
your employees and your business. Thank you very much. v
MR. RASMUSSEN: Thank you very much.
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Paul Schuman, Garden State Water.
PAUL SCHOMAN: Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, my name is
Paul Schuman and I'm President of Garden State Water Company. What I'd
like to explain to you a little bit about the water project that this
bill would cover. We've already talked about what portion of
Gloucester Township is serviced by Garden State Water Campany, and the
- first map outlines the red zone, with GEMS partially in the center of
that (réfers to map). We can see the size of area that is involved as
far as Gloucester Township is concerned. The second map is a blow-up
of the red zone, and indicates by color code the water mains that would
be involved. Again, just to orient 'yo}uv,r in the center is the GEMS
Landfill. The yellow markings indicate water mains already in place
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and already serving customers. - 'l‘he green lmes outlme water mams |

' that would be installed under this bill. Essentially, one of the major

lines would be. on H1ckstown Road Crossmg in front of ‘the landflll, and
- would include water mains on Peter Cheeseman Road, and various p1eces
R throughout dlfferent and older sub=div1sions that do not ourrently have
:,awatermam.' : ' ST :
'V ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Those in the cluster where there's a lot
: of renamxrg lmes, they re Just added on to what already exists?
' MR. SCII[MAN 'l‘hat would be ﬁded to the exlstmg water lmes
'm here. Thls is an old, old- sub=d1v151on where originally same homes -
were bu11t and the water was not even in the general area.r Later on in
the mid to . late '70s a developer came in and developed - that and he,
along w1th the water company, brought the water lines into the areas
that he bu1lt on, 1eav1ng gaps, sane filled and same unfllled, qver the
~last ten years. ' - '
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: - Okay, butthemedommfrontof(;ms
would be a completely new line with new feed? ’
'SCHUMAN: It would come off of the exlstmg feed whlch‘
comesfromthe—-' . . : .
* ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: That_ is what I'm trying to ,ascerta'in,

T where the ex1st1ng feed is.

MR. SCHUMAN The exlstmg feed would be in this d1rect10n,
and we do have: supply— Our system is cut in two, and it cuts right
_ through here. ‘We have supply on tlus side of the system, arr] we also:
| have supply on this side of the system (indicating points on chart) v
we can feed fram oné end to the other and vice versa. These would
o really be transmssmn and dlstr1but1on lmes in areas where there are

_. 'exz.stlng re51dences that do not now have access to water lmes.

' ° ASSEMBLYMAN PAI\IKOK, And then the line you are talking about,
the green line in front of GEMS, those marks indicate hames? Oh. those -,
are streets-- _,

MR, SCHLMAN Those are paper streets.

 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Oh those are paper streets. Okay.
; MR. SCHUMAN: So that's why we have not put the green llnes
. Von here, because they probably won't be bu11t on, but a lot of—- |
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‘  ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: What's the purpose of the line in front

of GEMS? What will it do? |
- MR. SCHUMAN: That w1ll brmg f1re protect1on service up to
the top of the hill in front of GEMS, it will also provide transnussmn_

. lme capablhty ‘down to th).s end of the 'lbwnship, and t'.here are—

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: That' s what 1 was trymg to get you to
say, the fire protectlon in front of GEMS. o

v v MR. RASMUSSEN- Okay . And there would be residences down in
this area. We tried to show where we belleve most of the resments
‘that don't have access to water would be.
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK:  Thank you. I apologize for
" interrupting. ’

MR. SCHUMAN: That s fine. The progect would include 17 350
feet of twelve inch water mam, 7170 feet of e1ght inch water mam, and
4960 feet of six inch water main, and approx:unately 30 fire hydrants.

| ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: And the estimated cost of that?

 MR. SCHUMAN: The estimated cost of those extensions is
-$1 250, 000. : . |
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: And that is just to extend the
_' water lines in that red line area, that's not for hookups.

_ MR. SCHUMAN: That's correct, that's Just the extensmn of
the water lines. The hookups and any sealmg of existing wells would
have to be an aaditional cost. N |

' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Go ahead. , _

MR. SCHUMAN: All right. As I was saying, individual home
owner hookups fram the house to the street line and the sealing of the
private wells that would have to be done, would be in addition to the .
$1, 250 000 required for the water mams.. ~The hookup from the street
* line to the actual water main would be provided at no cost to the

resident by the water company. That completes our description of the

project as we see it now within the red zone and with the way the red
zone is laid out. If there are any questions I1'd be happy to answer
them, ‘ o | .

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Thank you very much.

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: DEP, please.

MR. FARRO: Good afternoon. -

17




- ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK 3 Goodafternoon S '
» MR. FARRO: My name 1s "Anthony - Farro, Deputy Admmlstrator of o

7 the Hazardous Site Mitigation Administration, with the Division of
 Waste Management of the New. Jersey Department of Env1rormenta1
- Protection. ‘ The Department apprecxates ‘the o;portumty to address-. g

' ‘proposed Assembly Bills 2693 and 2694.

. This leglslatmn reflects the concerns of the New Jersey-
- Leg1slature and catmumty res1dents of Gloucester 'Ibmshlp resultmg :

= from ‘potential ground water and re51dent1a1 well water cmtammatlon

 near GEMS Landfill in partlcular, and potable well water contaminat ion :
in general, m cammunities proxlmate to hazardous waste sites on the
"EPA National Pr10r1t1es List. Clearly, these concerns need to be
adequately addressed. : A . |
|  The Assembly Cammittee Substltute B1lls 2693 and 2694, which
" would amend and supplement the New Jersey Spill Act, must be considered

- within the context of existing programs within the New Jersey

“ Department of Env1ronmenta1 Protection (DEP) and at the Federal level
‘establlshed to remediate re31dent1al potable well water oontammatlon.
We shall outlme those programs briefly in this testlmony. These
»exlstmg programs are addressmg the problan in a ratlonal, planned'
‘approach. TR e : : :
| Flrst, thlS proposed leglslatlon would requlre the DEP w1th1n -
120 days - to "determme ‘the extent of ground water contammatlon in the
area surrounding each hazardous dlscharge 51te in New Jersey on the
Natlonal Pnonty List developed by EPA, and prepare a list of those
areas in which the reliance on wells for potable water should be
eliminated and which should be serv1ced by a public water supply
*system. ‘ ‘

A val:.d geohydrolog1ca1 study requlres between 1 and 1 1/2
years per site. In the face.of partially completed studles or dealmg
with preliminary data, a cloud of doubt would be cast over the validity
of .anyve'nsuing actions at each of these. sites. This might create a de
-facto.- or informal red line. This would create J.mmeasurable and
unnecessaryj residential, ‘real ‘estate, and econamic impacts. To same
degree, this gener'ic problem occurs around all designated National”
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Priorities List sites, but in the course of - a uell planmd and
| .conducted site 1nvest1gat1on study such as those currently bemg
conducted by the Department, these concerns can be addressed more
carefully and thoroughly. We urge the Cammittee to very carefully
evaluate the potent1a1 repercussmns of this requlrement. ‘
| In addition, to meet the requirement within the des1gnated _
time frame, the Department would be forced to divert resources fram
other. urgent contamination problens confrontmg cmmmltles near v
non—Superfund sites which are not on the Pederal NPL and, hence, are ,
not eligible for Superfund morues. For example, the Dlv1310n of Water"_'
Resources has a large number of cleanups and ‘studies mrrently
underway, which are not on the NPL list, and this would have to be
considered. These sites-- (see Appendix 1X - 5X for full statement) |

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Let me interrupt you right there.

MR. FARRD: Sure. , B '

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: I also sit on the Agriculture and

Environment Committee, and we are constantly asking DEP about the

results of cleanups as far as Superfurd money is concerned. In fact -
when Ray Lesniack was still an Assemblyman we would ask and get a lot
of talk, and not a lot of action, and that seems to be what we're
getting now when it comes to these very hazardous areas in New Jersey.
We just don't seem to be getting cleaned up. You know, when I was
Freeholder-Director I used to tell my planning board they used to study
transportation, then they'd study housing, and then they'd study soil;

we literally studied Salem County to death over' the years, and I think -

that's what we're doing right now, studying and not getting really to
the point of Cleaning up these very hazardous sites. GEMS is :ated
third in the natlon. And yet, here GEMS still sits, here all this
money still sits, we"re_ndt getting the job done, and I see red when

you start telling me you're going to study this and study that. It's
time to stop studying and let's jump in there and start getting this
place cleanedup. Pardon me for interrupting. _

MR. FARRO: That's okay. Assemblyman, what I'l1 be able to

- give you and the Committee within a day or two is a report we're
putting together which will give you a status on all 95 NPL sites.
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Just to -g’,ive you numbers, and they are approximate, out of the 95 NPL
sites, we have completed 12 studies, = We currently have 44 studies
,ongomg. We have completed 6 design phases , wWe have six designs
ongoing, ‘we have completed 18 1n1t1al remed1al measures, we have 16

i‘ jV.\:.n1t1a1 measures ongomg at th1s tJ.me, and we have 2 addltloxxal:"vf

’ scheduled within the next two to three months. As far as the |
oonstruct:.on phase, we have completed 3 progects where we ve had
~ construction, and we curr:ent_ly have 7 ongoing.

| ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: What are the 3 that are oompleted?
MR. _FARRD I don't know if I have all the back-up with me— _
, ASSEMBLYMAN _PANKOK. Remedlal construct1on, I* m famlllar with -
the Brldgeport 0il— : '
' MR. FARRO: For example, one would be Lipari Landfill—
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELILA: L1par1 Landfill, right.
_ - MR. FARRO: One phase at L1par1 was to 1nstall a wall in the
cap. - That's been done.- At _Brldgeport we, I think, pumped anywhere -
' from 500,000 to 800,000 gallons, lowering the lagoon. As far as
initial remedial measures, we removed 15,000 drums out of SYNCON. PJP,
" wh1ch is a large landfill kfire,‘ will hawe i-.he -D_eparﬁhent spending $22
million within the next two months to put that out. And there are bid
v documents out on the street right now to get that done. ‘I can—— _
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Well, you know, it seems to me that what
we have to do is make headlmes in order to get moving. ~When the
warehouse had some drums in. 1t in Newark, everybody ran into Newark to
,get the drums out of there. I submit that GEMS Landfill is probably
_ten times worse “than what was in. that warehouse in Newark. And' that
was cleaned up w1th1n days. : . |
o ' MR. FARRO: Well the Newark warehouse, to be honest with you,
 is not mmpleted.. ‘There are several other jobs that are— o
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Well everybody in the world was up there
- in their monkey suits getting their picture taken in Newark. '
. - MR. FARRO: There is still material to date that has to be
‘_ dlsposed of at that warehouse. Regardmg GEMS, just to get off my
' testlmony a little bit, I know that people feel uncamfortable that
we ve been domg studles and studles and that there seems to be no end
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to that. Just yesterday, 1 spoke mth the Federal Government and I'm
sure the Township if they're not aware of it will be notified shortly,
about the feasibility st'udy to recommend alternatives to take care of
all the problems at this site, which will be released within the next
week to two weeks, that will be open for publlc comment.,
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: I'm just makmg a note. I'm goin‘g to '
‘hold you to that. (laughter) S o
' MR. FARRO: I've been told the document will be canpleted
w1thm the next. week to two weeks, the public, the Townshlp, and thoseu
in the surrounding catmumtles, will then have’ the opportum.ty to
- review "it,.-' It w1ll be set up in the public 11brazy, the Mayor's
Office, and so forth. We've been discussing the red line here, and.
water lines and so forth, and I would recommend to the Committee that
they review the report to make sure that the cammunity's concerns are
taken care of. I don't think the Department or the Federal Government
want to go in and partially remedy this site. I think we want to go in
and attack the problem, and rid it for everybody. It's samething that
we've been living with, ybu've been living with, and as you mentioned |
- before - study, study, study, but you have to understand, and I'm sure
you've heard th1s _
before, that you just can't go out in a matter of a year and say,
®here's the resolution."” ‘ .
- ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Well maybe I'm just an impatient person.
MR. FARRO: ’No, I_understand, »but you have to look at it fram
my point of view, we've come to hearings and so forth and we've
testified, and, believe me, we feel the same way yoli, the citizens, and
the surrounding communities do. It's a new science, and I think people
have to understand that we cannot just go out and spend $15 to $20
million hoping that what we do 1s going to resolve the problem. So, I .
" think you are going to see for this site particularly, that within the
next two weeks there will be a study that will come out, which will
‘address a mumber of alternatives. To be honest with you, I personally =
don't know what those alternatives are. 1I've been told that part of:

the alternatlve may be to run a water line for several homes along

certam_ locations within the surrounding area of the landfill, ana I
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~ think those homes or fac111t1es may be impacted by the effluent before’
j,they are impacted. - e ; '
' I want to make it clear that in the past the Department has
~ gone in w1thout havmg contamlnatlon hit a well and has relocated those
~ people. It's been done at Price's Landfill, where we relocated the
| ,entlre well f1e1d And it wasn't because 1t was contammated, but we
felt that, after doing a feas1b1l1ty study, in a matter of two to f1ve '

’years, ‘that well field would be in’ serlous danger. Both tbe Federal-

~ Government and the Deparment made the decision, even before 1t was
~ contaminated, to move. So we acted, and that well field is 95%
. oclt'pleted. At Krysowaty Farm, wm.ch is another Superfund 31te, we are
now in tbe process of completing a water line. At Bridgeport, which
you' ve mentioned, the Federal wvemment will be canpletmg a de51gn »

L " for a water lme w1thm the next three or four weeks, and we will be_

' ‘out there, hopefully, by early September, ‘installing that water l1ne. .
'We have been movmg on water lines, and we feel— ' ‘
_ ' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: SO, we're not really off target in
regards to Assemblyman R11ey s legislation. It' s kind of like gettmg
it started by appropnatmg, and by coming up with some type of
: leg1slat1on in whldm there is a mechanism where Gloucester 'Downshlp ard
'.-Garden ‘State Water Company are workmg m conjunct1on to solve the -

- water problem of the GEMS Landflll

. The thing I'd like to comment ‘on, Tony, is you ve seen the
'As,ses'nblyman s bills, and you ‘ve also heard talk here today regarding a
Committee substitute along "the,Vein that we're going ‘after the Spill
Fund for the dollars. what we would like to see happen is a
partnership, between this Committee and Assemblyman Riley, and also the
. DEP, in formulating the ‘proper Ccmni_t;tee substitute that should be

: 'v'intro'duced into the Assembly, “and also passed through this Oortinittee,_
so that we don't  have 'any problems down the road r'egarding this"
- 'leg1slat10n. I know Cormussmner Hughey has been very helpful to
myself and also this Ccmnlttee and other Assenblypeople in trymg to
solve these problems So we're hopmg that we can work in conjunction
with DEP, . th1s Committee and Assemblyman Riley,  in formulatlngv the
Committee substitute that will be acceptable to the DEP, because, you
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know you guys are the rlght hand of the Governor. If OauniSSioner_
‘Hughey recammends to Governor Kean that this blll should be vetoed
because of certam things, then that's what's going to happen. We'd
like to head that off at the pass, and we'd like the DEP and
Gcmm.ss:.oner Hughey to work closely with our Oaunitt.ee, and work
closely with Assemblyman Rlley, so that we can formulate the right.
plece of legislation, to avoid any trouble down the road. o
' MR. FARRO: Thank you and I appreciate that. I'd like to
bring up at this point that the Department would recommend to the
Committee that youb lock into the Spill Act Section E, where it states |
the Spill Compensation Fund cannot spend more -than $500,000 in a
calendar year for any potable water source. It's not $500,000 per
site, it's $500,000 in a given calendar year. We feel that it's been a
burden on the Department; we have installed, if you look at the
Krysowaty Farm 51te, the water lme will cost anywhere fram $700,000 to
$1 million. At Bridgeport we're talking in the area of $750,000, and
those are only two sites. If we did not have Superfund money
available, the Department would not even be able to act on one of the
sites for at least two years, and that would be the only site w1th1n
that two year period. | |
’ ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: What would you recommend? I don t see
- any reason this can't be mcorporated rlght into this bill to reheve
you of that problem. v . ' .

MR. FARRO: I think the Departnent would recammend that there
* be no 11m1t on how much you can spend w1th1n a calendar year.
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: I would tend to agree.

"FARRO: It's been a ‘hardship on us., For example, when we

- started the Krysowaty prOJect, there was question as to whether or not
the Federal Government could give grant money out to a third party
contract with the State, to a private entity. While Washington made a ‘
‘decision whether or not to change that rule, the State fronted the
money and started this project moving. v |

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: So you guys did what I used to do when I
was Freeholder-Director. The State would send me a letter saying
Pankok you ‘can't do that and I'd send it back saying "I don't
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A understand what ‘you're saying”, and by - the tme the letters got back .
- and forth I had the pro;ect done. (laughter) o :
f MR. FARRO: ' Exactly so. Eortunately in both Krysowaty and

Borough s, the Superfund will be used, hopefully, because it's my
: -understandmg that ‘that dec1smn has been resolved in Washmgton. But
glven a non-NPL s1te, if we were to spend Sp111 Fund nnney for a glven
project, we would be locked into no more that a half a m1111on~_
'dollars. And 1t affects a lot of programs There are a lot of clax.ms
that come 1nto the Spill Fund. Those. clams are drawn oOff that
a'$500 000. So the Department would recatmend there be no cap, ‘and we

would apprec1ate you consmermg that.

~ ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: We may address that in th1s bill. .
 ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: I would have no objection. Are there any .

. 6ther_]su'ggesticms ‘the Department would have regarding the whole th'irig ,

“its language and everything else, 'because, I think the Department
probably sees what we're trying to do with it. I'm sure the Department
is sick of coming down to GlouceSter Township and appearing in front of -

* people from Gloucester Township who have claims and concerns. What

we're trying to do is, hopefully, solve the water problem in Gloucester -
| » Township, whether or not it is factual. I don't want to get into a
dispute about whether _ivtf"s"factual or psychological, because ei_ther
way, it is a problem and should be resolved. If there are any things
- like that that you have to offer, whether to eliminate the $500, 000
ilmut, or whatever it may be, T would welccme it and I would ask that’
the Comrmttee incorporate _thatvw1th1n the Committee substitute.

Mr. Chairman, I know I'm not part of the Committee, but could

_’ 1 ask a question about a procedure? We've heard a lot regarding, for

instance, the person who was paid $26,000 up in Sturbridge Oaks which
is-- If you look at the map which I describe all the time as looking
like the State of Ohio, and if you take where Cleveland would be,
"_th'at's ' Sturbridge Oaks. The water flow is towards what would be
C1nc1nnat1, down here in this corner, but the water. flow is up that
“way, €0 why would sanebody up in the rlght hand upper corner, Ann,
- maybe yoa can pomt out—_'
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_ - MAYOR MULLEN: 'mls might be confusing people, ‘because when '
we look at our Tomshlp, we look at it this way (refers to chart in
dlfferent perspective). You're up here, rlght now, the Landfill is in
this area, and the area you are referring to 1is down at th1s pomt.

' The flow, I understand, ‘actually goes this way. S |
ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY:  Let me give you same k'ind of
explanation. We understand that right down here people have received
up to $26,000 in compensation for loss of real estate value. 'ANW:‘
" there is no "hold harmless® for the town, which, again, seems like
_y'ou'rev'_ solving a singular personal problem, and creating a long-term
disaster for Gloucester Township. But with the flow going this way,
and since they have city water, why would they be paid money if the
~ purpose of the Spill Compensat_ionv is to provide pure water? It just
: doeSn't make any sense. And then not hold the Township harmless— It
just seems it's an absolute "Catch 22" and I'd like to figure out why.

' ~ MR. FARRO: I don't know much about what you're talking
about. 1I'd like to touch a little bit, and I'm not an expert on the
'spill Fund or a lawyer— | |

ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA:- That's a plus for you.

v MR. FARRO: I know. People can make claims for the Spill
Fund, but under the Spill Act you have to go back after a responsible
party. Just because these people in the right hand corner received |
money for whatever reasons —— as I say, I'm not familiar with it and
maybe Dr. Morris can touch on that a little bit; I'm also not a ‘lawyer
‘but I want to make this clear -- in order for the Departient or the "
Spill Administrator to go'aftér the Township, in this case, to recoup‘
those dollars, they have to tie the landfill in with that home. I
mean, it has been the State's and Pederal Government's decision that
. for whatever the municipality was involved with the landfill, which may
‘or may not make them a responsible party, whenever there is an action
taken, or whenever the Splll Fund gives money to a third party, you
have to tie that site in to what caused that ~problem.

Now, if you're trying to say "How does he get nbney’wh‘en flow
from GEMS isn't anywhere near the home, and they're not drinking
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. fpotable'water; they're on'the water li.ne?", If I were an attorney, my

o reactlon to that would be that before the '1'0wnsh1p, if it is a
- responsmle party, is gomg 'to reimburse anybody you re gomg to prove :

to me that GEMS is causing the problem. . _

‘ ASSBBLYMAN RILEY: As a 'lbwnshlp re51dent, that's my

R question. “As a State Asserblyman my questlon 1s, ‘mat ‘in God's name

is the State domg paymg those people $26 000?"- Much less going

"‘._' _against the 'mwnsmp for rennbursment. ‘Why would the State pay someone_' '
-who is not on the flow- line. and who has c1ty water, $26, 000 for loss of

“the use of a home, when the State won t even put p1pe11nes in the_"'
' mmmently affected 51tes, i.e. those around GEMS. To me, 1t's totally
"Catch 22", It's contradictory, and it seems to be an absolute waste

 of money. That's why I want ‘the hold harmless, and I would like to

have a redefinition of the red 11ne., The red line as it is presently
- situated is the boundarles of the mun1c1pa11ty and two streets. ‘
‘ Asymarenotalawyer,Iannotadlemst,Iannota
' physicist, I am not- a mathemat1c1an, but if ‘there is an effluent flow,
I've got a pretty damn good sneakmg susp1c1on, that neither . the
streets nor the boundaries of  ‘the 'Downshlp are going
 to stop the flow of effluent. The last time I looked, there was no
. wall ‘at any of these things, so why these boundar1es° | If the effluent‘

is th1s one, then shouldn’t it be over here? If these are rightfully

within ,the red lined area, so be it. But I think there should be same

 rational :nexuls, and it doesn't seen to me that Ann Mullen, whose house
is here, but who still -has red clothes when she does her wash, should

| ‘have a. problem here-»but'» not be in the red lined area and not be
. compensated, while here they have city water and do get compensated
' thousands and thousands of dollars? It just ~doesn‘t make any sense to

MR, FARRO " Dr. Morris will be able to address same of these

vquestlons (laughter) Just a oouple of thmgs. First of all I thmk it

'w1ll be prudent of the Department and the Federal Government to
o recons:Lder the red zone. Dr. Morris: has ‘brought with her the reasons
- for putting in the red zone, and how the Department went about defining
the red zone. = I think the Mayor brought out a good pomt about it
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~ being called the "red zone", and I don't think you'll see any more red
‘zones. - You may see it, but not in the sense that it willbe called
that, It's the words that are scaring: pecple. The Department has
reali‘zed this, and there have been so called red zones set on one or
- two other sites within the State of New Jersey after we estabhshed the
one at GEMS, arﬂwerenotcallmg them red . zones anymore.  The words
have beocme a problem. A : :
,  ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: To take the problen even further, I don t
know if the Department knows this, but as of two weeks ago, -there were
~ actually lawsuits by people within the area, not only against the ones
that have previously been f11ed and not only for compensation, but
agamst thlngs like the little teeny borough of Chiselhurst which is 20
miles away fran us in the Pinelands, because ten years ago they dumped
samething in GEMS as they were required to.
- So this has become a disaster for the people in Gloucester |

Township, and the people in Camden County, and now even another little
town. And all I'm saying, and I think the Chalrman and Assemblyman
Pankok and Mayor Mullen in Gloucester 'Ibvmsmp are saying is please
help"; ‘samebody try to find an answer for this. If it's a strict
definition of the red line to show that something shouldn't be in
there, so be it. If it should show that it should be extended, so be
it, but let's try to do it in some kind of rational nexus. I think
it's really desperately needed. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me
this opportunity.

MR. FARRO: 1 guess I'11 go through this quickly. Just a few
points I'd like to bring up. As I started to say, trying to do a study
on 95 sites in 120 days-

- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELI.A What if we just sa1d the GEMS site,
mstead of all the 51tes‘> I mean I thmk that would be easier. |

’ MR. FARRO: I don't think I have a pr:oblem because, like I
said, the study should be out, hopefully, ‘before we even re-draft what
we' re looking at here. I made sure of that. , ,
 ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: All right. That makes that a moot
point., o ' | ‘
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: - MR. FARRO: As far as the 1ssue dealmg w1th ECRA is
concerned, the State would support that, ECRA is a new program, and
B 'although we ve established a fee, we really don‘t have a feel for - how

~ much or how well the fee will take up, SO havmg that money as security
will be very helpful. We do support that.» 1 would like: to have Dr.
'Mary Morris Just give you a 1little briefing ‘on’ mnnber ‘of plans that
we have ooncernmg how to handle potable water’ problems ‘We have

o procedtres wh:.ch we will also make available to the Oamnttee for

~ certain 31tuat10ns that may arise or have arisen already at mqs and

. | ‘other sites throughout the State.

_ ISSHIBLYMAN MAIGELLA Okay Dr. If you oould be brxef we'd )
apprecxate 1t, s1noe we have other witnesses.
DR.» MORRIS: Okay. What we have to do is br1ng to the
_ _Commttee s attent1on, if it is not aware already, two programs that
are existing within the Department. One is the emergency - contamination
procedures,v in which a resident 'cqnplains to the Departmént that there
. is contamination of the resident's water supply. What we have done,

because of the size and camplexity of the Department, is develop

g - procedures outlmmg what we, in the Department, do when these problems
occur. And these occur not only in regard to NPL sites, ‘but “also sites
totally d1vorced fran them. So this is our fallback mechanlsm. 1f an

- NPL process is workmg slowly we have optlons. We have copies of

' 'these procedures if you are 1nterested.
' : Another 1nterest1ng aspect of the Department's prograns is
the oontammated well f111 program. These people help communities in
the 51tuat1on wvhere they requlre alternate water. Thefunding source
' can come ‘thru existing Spill Fund mechanisms, through Federal programs
and through additional State funds. SO . there is a mechanism already
~ set up to deal with these issues. And we feel very oomfortable that we
can deal w1th then once they are brought to our attention.
'_ 1 m1ght add, when you're deahng with a - potable water
.. contarnination situation, a thorough study is essent1al If we just go
to residences and take a sample and find clean water, we are not -
_ protectmg those people because effluent may be 10 feet fram thelr
homes. A study 1s an essent1al part of the program.
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- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA Is there anythmg else that you would |
like to add? Thark you very much for cam.ng to South Jersey— ’

MR. FARRO: . 'Thank you.

ASSEMELYMAN MARSELIA: The land of the "Jersey Tomato". We
have another w1tness, and I don't know if she's here. Betty Delaney,
is she here? Okay, came on up here Betty. ' o
' BETTY DELANEY: Good afternoon gentlemen. My name is Betty Delaney,
and I live half a mile from the landfill, on Bellevue Ave. in Erial.
Recently, within the last eight or nine months, 'my water has became
unfit to drink. I carry my water by jugs full from my daughter's house
in Blackwood. ‘It isn't a comfortable way to live. I feel that I
wouldn't have had that problem, since my well is over one hundred feet
‘deep, if it weren't for the GEMS Landfill. My home is situated in sort
of a gap on Bellevue Ave. The water line camés up on Williamstown Rd.
and cames all the way up on Bellevue Ave. to the house right next door
to me. I have tried to get it extended, but they have told me it will
cost me "X" amount of dollars. | | ‘

' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Who is "they"? v

MS. DELANEY: Garden State Water Company. I talked to
Mr. Gleason who has been very nice to me and has tried but couldn't
help me. I have an idea he sent a letter to me, otherwise I wouldn't
even have had an idea about this meeting. I don't know why they just
stopped at the door next to mine. There are about six houses in the
0ld section of Bellevue Ave. that do not have city water. .I'Ve lived
there since 1945, and if I could just get drinkable water I'd like to
continue living there the rest of my life. It is very difficult to
live without being able to just go to the faucet and get a nice cool
 drink of water the way I used to years back.

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Has your water been tested?

: MS. DELANEY: It has been tested by the Garden State Water
Company, and—— o | | o
' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: And what's the results?

MS. DELANEY: They tell me there are no bacteria. If you can
get it past your nose you can drink it. | '

| ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Oh, I see.

MS. DELANEY: It smells—
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ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK L1ke meburger cheese, rlght? _
_ ‘MS. DELANEY: Yes, 1t 'S terrlble. . And 1t has an 011y feel to ‘
it.. - | :

ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: ' It does? _' |
 MS. DELANEY: ~Yes. = IR AN o
' ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: - On Bellevue Ave., is that proposed for a

“.-"new —11.“9? o
MR, SCHUMAN: Yes. |
 ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Okay.
',Ms 'DELANEY: Then I'll be okay? |
- ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: I would think so.
, ASSBBLYMAN MARSELILA: Yes.. What we're domg— and I know
o you ‘sat here- very dlllgently through the whole Committee hearmg and we
i apprec1ate that— is thlS bill and 1eg1slat1on is going to prov1de
-'water lines for everybody in that red line area. " So Bellevue Ave.,' as
~ Assemblyman Pankok just pointed out to me, is. definitely in that |
dlstnct, and that is one ‘of the areas proposed for a new. water 11ne
MS. DELANEY - Okay. Thank you very much. ‘
ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK.. Thank you for oanlng, we apprec1ate you -
| tamng tlme to be here. o v
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: 1Is there anybody else here that would
like to testify? Okay, yes sir. = I _
MR. BARKEL: Yes, my name is Mr. Barkel, and I l1ve on Plymouth Rd.,
which is Just about 750 feet out51de the red line. I would like to

v’know if there is a p0351b111ty that areas Just outs1de of that red line
:w111 also be eligible to receive water? ‘

' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA., ‘Right now we' re proposmg to run the
| rwater lines in the red line dlstrlct. : Under the laws that we have

before us. today, the qua11f1ca'c10ns for the money we're going after are‘_,v
~ that the area has to be polluted. = And the red line area is the
' po]’.luted‘_a‘rea,_ ‘as determined by'DEIP. 'Ihat's: why we're going into' that
~area. There are other avenues that can be taken further down the road
in connection with State money being avallable to the 'nownshlp and the
 water company in order toO run add1t10na1 lines. I think that phase '
will take place samewhere down the road once we get this leglslatlon in
place so that we can get this off the ground and get moving.
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' MR. BARKEL: The reason I ask that is because my well is 65
feet deep, and at times my water smells: like dirt and is also oily.
But that comes and goes. When I camplain to the Board of Health or
whamever, they came and test my water, but it'll be a day or two later,
‘and the water will have cleared up by then. I have even taken a bath _‘
in the water and gotten out of the bathtub with a rash all over my
: ASSEMBLYMAN PANKOK: Two things. - Channel 3 has very good
weather forecastmg so I would suggest when you know it is going to ’
rain, that's when you call the Board of Health and tell them you want
your water‘ tested the next_ day. Number two 1s, the red line, as
Assemblyman Riley has indli,cated, is not a barner, not a wall, not
samething that is going to keep the pollutant from moving, so until the
test results for the entire area are camplete, we can't say that you
will or you won't get a water line, because the pollutant might be
moving yourj way, and might have to be part of the red line area.
Instead of shrinking it, it might move your way. So for us to say
definitely no, that you won't be included, would be a lie. There is
also always a posSibility. ' There is also the possibility that 'it ocould
be moving away fram you and it'll be less damaging over the years. v

ASSEMBLWIAN MARSELIA: If you'll leave your name and address,
' we-‘can correspond with you and glve you the results of the test that's
supposed to be done in two weeks, as to whether your area. may be
extended into the red district area, and whether your's would be a
qualifying street also to run water lines. | We need your name and
address so we can keep in contact with 'you and let you know exactly
what the report from the EPA and the DEP is tellmg this Committee and
'Assemblyman Riley in regard to that. So, I think you have to wait two
weeks now until we get the results back. Maybe it is going to shift.
Maybe DEP will take into consideration that we're asking for this red
line to be relooked at and reshifted around to the areas that are being
polluted, and they will take care of that problem.k '

MR. BARKEL: You. see, I'm concerned, but I would also like to
see the red line shrunk for the same reason, because I would like to
 sell my house some day. |
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ASSE‘MBL!MAN PANKOK mght on. o
MR. BARKEL: But, then I still have bad water. -
ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Under the bill, it would mandate they
check everythmg, and either shrmk it, or expand it to where it is
real_ly affected B_opefully, if you need water, | it .w1ll be bromxght to
o B Assmmmnsm Okay,thankyouverymch.
. 'MS, DELANEY: Exmsem,canywtellmehownearmthe
future the line will be run out to Bellevue Avenue? A _
_ ~ ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: In the futwe? I can t camnent on
that. Idon't know. R
- Ms, IELANEY A year, or two years, three years?
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELI.A T It depends on the leglslatlon, on how'_ .
fast DEP. works when the . money - is allocated, on Garden State Water
Oonpany, and putting everythmg together. It could be done within a
year, two years, or three years. - mght now we're in the process of
o trymg to get ‘the legislation passed to'make the money available. ,The
’ money's the biggest obstacle we have. O,nce_‘ that is passed I'm sure the
~ mechanics wi_ll be working very quickly.' Paul, just a quick ccnment, if
. everything goes on target and the Governor sig'ns the legislation, and -
~the money is available, how soon could this pro;ect get off the ground,
_' and how soon could we get water to Bellevue?
MR, SCHUMAN: The progect would move very fast. If you. have
1t on the governor's desk and he signs 1t this season, then as soon as ‘
- the constructlon season opens next year we'd be ready to start.
o ' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: I know you've had your hand up in the
N back, and you've been here Quite some time, and I ex_tend my courtesy to
' you ma'am; Do you want to testify or have samething to say? CQIE on
: up. We need your name and address for the record. ’
" DEBBIE VILLESHIRE: Okay, it's Debb1e V111esh1re, 5 Kunberley Court.- I
. live in the Fox. Chase developnents whlch are d1rectly across the street

L from the landflll,

The first quest1on has to do with the oanpensatlon. “You know

it 1s pubhc record that people in Briar Lake have ‘been campensated
‘anywhere fram $70,000_to $90,000 for their homes, because you can see
the stagnant orange water sitting there. B '.
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| ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: Came on up and testify.

MS. VILLESHIRE Ard m our partlcular development, we ve
been told by several realtors that we would take a 30% to 40% property
value_lossvllvu)g_ in Fox Chase if we try to sell our house., If I were
to move my house anywhere else without the landfill, I ,wc'_m,ldvget the
amount of money I should get. 'I can't even get what I put into the
house now. Our development is getting ccmpensatlons of less than
$20,000, and we live the exact same distance from GEMS. We have the
exact same problerns, we can't sell the houses and if we can, we're
giving them away for approximately what we originally paid for them.
'Is anything going to be done as fat-a_s this Fund— You know, we hear
of people getting $26,000 a mile and a half away, and we're gettihg a
little ticked-off when the people of our developnent aren't even
getting $20,000 and can't leave. $20,000 is not going to get us to
another house if we can't sell this one. 1Is there going to be any .
investigation as far as that is concerned" |

’ ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Well, it wouldn't be under this bill.
This bill deals strictly with the water and trymg to solve the problem
so we can get rid of the red lme, which will allow you to sell your
‘hame down the road. . ' . ‘

~ MS. VILLESHIRE: I don't think anything is going to help us
sell until this thing is cleaned ‘up. ' -
~ ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: I'm just saying that the b1ll 1tse1f does
' not deal with that Aiss'ue. As far as that goes, the DEP could probably '
tell you more about it. I have no idea what the—-

MS. VILLESHIRE: They don't tell us anything.

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: You mean as far as the 'difference in
- campensation? | ; _ . , o !
_ MS. VILLESHIRE: We have the same problem. They're out there
testmg our soil constantly, and it's all these surveys and tests that
~ you were talking about. . o
- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Well, one thing that was brought out -
‘today at this hearing is the DEP has said that the EPA, Federal

Government, is coming out with a study to tell us basically what is
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_" gomgtohavetobedoneatGmStostartthecleanupprowssthatls

desperately needed. That should be sauethmg that w1ll help you down

o ,the road. . Maybe not next year and maybe not in the next two or three
o years, but once they establish the cleanup method that's gomg to take
- place and solve the pollutlon problems of the GEMS Landf:.ll, then it's v
 ‘going to benefit Gloucester 'mwnshlp and the smomdmg Camden Oounty’ ’

b, ’ .area, as ' a whole. They d1d say that - today, and I have. conf1dence in
omNewJerseyDEP 'lheystaymtq:oftheproblan.}Wereworkug 1nv
- con;)unctlon with the Federal Govermnent, and the real problem when you'

get involved with the Superfund sites, 1s the Federal Goverrment.
- Our Congressman was the author of the’ Superfund leglslatl.on,' '

" 'and he's been fighting in Washington year after year to have our

Pre51dent fund the Superfund bill so that we can get New Jersey cleaned |

. up.‘ New Jersey is the pollutant capltal of t.he nation. Just this year

Dennis and I were w1th Oongressman Florlo, and he was saying that 1t is

 obvicus that the Pres1dent is gomg to veto the portlon of the money
' necessary to fund the Superfund bill so that we can ‘'work in con;)unctlon.
, w1th the State of New Jersey w1th regard to cleanup. ,

So, we're ready; we have surpluses. We Just voted on a blll_

to appropriate $150 million dollars out of raw cash of our surpluses to

start the cleanups across New Jersey. Tne problem that we're having ‘
now, is that we need the Federal Goverrment to tell us that it 1s okay

to spend the money so that we can get reimbursed. The. Federal

. Government _is now .te_lling us if we want to, go ahead andv Clean up

- GEMS. It costs $150 million dollars, and if we don't do what they say

rhas to be done, then we're going to ‘lose $150 mllllon, and they re
gomg to make us do it all ower agam because it's not done the way -

they want 1t.- 'So that's the real problan in ‘a nutshell regardmg the

: cleanups. , The k.announcement was made here _today that within two weeks
‘we should have same type of response back fram the Federal Government

with regard to that cleanup; Assernblyman Riley has said thathis bill

-deals with prov1d1ng ‘the clean water to the area through p1pel1nes and

- through the pubhc water system, and that is what we're domg. As far

- as the awards that you were talklng about—




- MS. VILLESHIRE: The red zone is supposed to deal only with
wells, 1Is somethmg going to be done about the fact that the real
estate campanies have jumped all over it, and that you can't get hame
improvement loans or anything like that. Is there anythmg that can be
done to make it stnctly water? I mean I have city water, but nobody
ther:e is going toglvemealoan : _

- ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: ‘This would be a first start. I'm afr‘aid
| to say 1t, but apparently some people are trymg to proflteer by the
mlsery of others in this 31tuat10n. I ve heard storles, and the Mayor -
'_ ~has told me storles, of people gomg in to some of the developments and
saying to the people in the developments, for instance, “lock we'll
sell your house, and here's the name of an attorney that will get you
more money from a fund to make up for the difference." Well, if that's
the case, that's an outrage. The purpose of this stuff is not to try
to allow profiteering, but to try to solve a problem. We're hopeful
that if we solve the problem by gettmg water, and solve the problem of
the red 1line and. put it into a  rational area, then maybe the
psychological impact will go away, and maybe we can then take the
step-— ' : ‘ ' )
If what I've heard today fram same of‘\youb and fram ‘the Mayof
and some of the people back there is accurate, I'd like to make it a
criminal offense to have sameone ‘try to profiteer fram the misery of
others regarding things like the Spill Compensation Fund and GEMS. 1
_ think that's an outrage, and if that is going on, if you or your
neighbors have somebody come over and try to do this, I would ask you
to contact Assemblyman Marsella's office or my office, because I would
love to be there and hear that spiel. I think legislation may be
needed very quickly to deal with that. We're tryirxg to do first things
first as much as we can, to try to at least get the basic problem,
water — and obviously we all need potable water in order to li've'--
resolved. - -If you do hear of anybody like that I would appreciate it if
you would let us know. My office is in Blackwood, and Tony's' is in
Turnersville, so we're very easy to get a hold of.

MS. VILLESHIRE." When the lines are run to put fire hydrants
in for GE:MS, are they gomg to dlg up Erial Road agam" Are we going
to lose Erial Road agaln" '
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Assmrmm MARSELLA: No. Only at the intersection poss1b1y .

of Erlal RoadandCookstownR)adwherewehavetotle into a line. o
: ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Only where they d have to cross to t‘1e.' :
Thankyoumaam.l ' | I .‘ .
. ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA mankyou very ‘mach. ,We'have"the fire -
chief here. As they tell us, water makes you work, rlght? We Just
need your name for the record. - I
‘rmmmrmmsmm Okay. - Myname:.s'l‘hanasConkl, andImthe »

* Chief of the Erial Flre Canpany. I know that the water is unportant,* |

-~ and. I m representmg the F1re Canpany ‘today. nght now, anytlme that. |
‘vwe have a fire up at GEMS, ‘water supply for us is very hard. “The
closest hydrant is approx:.mately 2500 to 3000 feet away, and our trucks .
:don t have the _capacity to handle that much nose, so I have to call
‘ 1ncom1ng fire cdnpames, and this really ties up a lot. It ties upv
B _other mun1c1pa11t1es, and 1t ties up a lot of equlpment. I can "t 'give
_‘ A‘ you an actual flgure, but I would nnagme 1t runs mto qulte a b1t of

money, just for fire apparatus alone.: : '

The hydrants and water supply are greatly needed for - any kind
; of strateglc move to f1ght a f1re at the landflll. o
,_ - ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: = - Chief, we' ve heard the 51tuat1on
regarding ,the previous fire there. Can you describe that situation?
Also we understand the DEP has told your people that it was okay for
your people to be up- there with plast1c helmets, yet they're up there |
with moonsuits. | Can you descrlbe that situation, since it seems a
llttle ~counterproductive? '
CHIEF. CONKI: When GE‘.MS was flrst closed, there was not too

much about it, Afterwards, they started doing testing. So one day out
of cur1051ty, I walked up to someone,_I m sorry I never got the man's
_ name, and I asked what do we do there? He said, "well, the best thing
to do is wear breathlng apparatus and your full protectlve clothing.
~ Then when you come down of f the 91te, get rid of it", Well, to outflt
a man with the apparatus alone, costs $400 ‘With the helmet, coat,
“boots, and breathmg apparatus it runs from about $800 to $1200. So,
Cit's mpossmle for us to go up there and fight a fire, and then come
* down’ and throw all this equipment away. There's just no way we can
feasivly do that, because of the expense. | o |
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© ' ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: In. fact, haven't the commissioners
mstructed your men not to flght fires in GEMS Landflll?
' CHIEF CONKI: That's right. ,

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: So if there were a flre today at GEMS :
' Landfill, the local fire department would not fight that fire? |
- CHIEF CQ\IKI- We would protect the surrounding exposures, and
" we would try to control ‘it if . there were an evacuatlon instructed by
- the DEP or EPA. But nghtb now no, our cammssmner_s * orders are not to
' go up to the top. SR | : L

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: The last fire at the GEMS Landfill took,
I believe, three days before it was finally put out. Is that correct?
) . CHIEF CONKI: Yes. o -

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: And the reason was it took that long for
the Federal and State people to actually get on the scene. Is that )
_correct? ‘ : - -

CHIEF CONKI: I'll say about two days to get there. But then
to make the decision about how to put the fire out took about ‘three
days total. I feel the State was very slow in handlmg the situation.

| ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: -If there were fire hydrants, and fire

equipnent, at the scehe, SO your . men could actually shoot fram the
perimeter-- o — . .
| _CHIEF CONKI’ If the hydrants were strategically placed, yes,
we could probably get enough pressure that we oould get Vthe majority of
the fire. | If it were at the very top, it might be tough, but we could
set monitors up and do some kind of actual fire fighting on it without
going to the very top. o

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: But if it were a grass fire on the side, _'
like the last one was, you would probably be able to do it with the
pumpers right there, just from the fire hydrant, I urxierstand_. Is that
correct? | | :
' CHIEF CONKI: Well, we'd have to shuttle water back and
forth. It all depends on the size fire. '

- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: Would it be a definite benefit for the
protection of that landfill, if hydrants were properly placed around

O it?
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_, CHIEF CONKI: ~ Yes, it‘would_be_va definite’—“ I've been
’ 'flghtmg— S | : 5
' ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: 'I‘he pressure would be a lot better. _

. CHIEF CONKI: Yeah. But as T say, the loss of pressure that
. we have—- We run- three znch hose lme, and at a 3000 footer you re -
_' fjust not gomg to get very much pressure out of it.
ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: You won't fxght much more f1re with that.’
(IIIEF CONKI° Well, yeah 1t's really tough to have any kind

of volume or any kind of pressure with that distance.

- ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA: Thank you very much, Chief.
CHIEF C(NKI - You're welcome. : :
| ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: IS thereanybodyelsewmwould like
' t.o testify, before we close" Hi, we need your name and address for the
‘record. ‘ » ' :
. GAIL DOLE My name is Gail Dole, 37 Fox Chase Dnve, Blackwood. I
‘Just want to make a couple of comments to the fireman that was just up
‘__here. ‘I‘he tme that we did have the flre, Pox Chase was campletely
- filled with th1ck black smoke, our . homes were covered 1n51de and out.
‘No one told ‘us the landfill was on fire. We called the Police
_‘.Department and anybody else we could thmk of in the 'nownshm, and they
,\dldn t even know,' and yet we sat there - and inhaled all this. My
ne1ghbor across the _Street had to have sameone . come and take her out
because she d1dn t have air oondltlonmg. .I closed my house up and
" turned the air on because it was in August. I could stay m. She
couldn't came m my house because her children were allergic to my dog, ‘
so she ‘had to leave her hame for three “days because of this.  We
weren't told. e ' _ | a
‘He also spoke about an evacuatlon plan. - There is no
evacuat:.on plan for us. We have one way in to Fox Chase, and one way
Out. To use the back way we would have to go down through the woods,
- and how could we ‘take our chlldren through the woods. It‘s nnposs:.ble,
-and every time we ask san@ne, "Who is in charge of evacuat1on plans?”,
: they shuck it off onto scmeone else., So what happens if there is a
fire there durlng all this heat and lack of water", If there is a fire A
there we are stuck to ourselves to get in and out of that place. It's"
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just another problem on top: of the problems that we're already 11v1ng
w1th._ : o :
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA You were there during the fire?
MS. DOLE: ‘Yes. I live there. :
- ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Is it true though, whatweheardbefore‘ |
that the DEP was befuddled half the time, and they had moonsuits on and
were telling the firemen m the1r plastlc helmets to go fight the fire?
- MS. DOLE: I saw them dressed that way, I don't know what
they were saying. I did see them all—- v R |
o ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: But they were ‘there in tnelr moonsuits
saymg everythmg was safe? ' ‘

MS. DOLE: No, everyone ba51cally stood at the end of the
landfill and just kind of looked confused. They tried to tell us that, -
although it's a toxic landflll, this smoke wasn't anything, and wasn t"
going to harm us. Yet they did have their suits on.

 ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: S0 there were people walking around in
moonsuits tellmg you not to worry about it. ‘

MS. DOLE: Don't worry about— Well no, they dldn t even tell

 us until after. Nobody told us what was on fire. We had to find out
for ourselves that that landfill was on fire. I ‘feel_ they should have
’ come in and given us the option of leavmg. Come in with ‘even a
bullhorn and say, "the landfill is on fire. If you choose to leave,
leave."” S . : A K ‘
' How about if it got out of control? There we would be stuck,
~ because we would have to go out past the landfill to get out to begin
~with. The landfill is right at the foot of my street. So it's just
another problem on top of a problem. :

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Hopefully we'll have it taken. care of
with the water plan.

 MS. DOLE: Okay.

ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Thank you.

ASSE:MBLYMAN MARSELIA: Thank you very much

MS. DOLE: Thank you. :

ASSEMBLYNAN MARSELIA: How about anybody else who would like

to testify? Okay, seeing no hands, we are going to close the hearing
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t.oday on Assenblyman RJ.leys bills, and hopefully, at the next :

Cammittee meeting we have, which will be in September, we will be
" prepared to move out a Committee substltute from the testunony that was
"'glven here today, and also fram myself workmg along with Assemblyman

,:y‘;mleY. Mayor Mullen, and Assanblyman Pankok, and" ‘came ' up w1th anf[ _

»v'adequate substitute that will deal w1th ‘all the problens that we vev
" heard today— Also the problems of the .fire company and the citizens

that were here and test1f1ed today. ' This way we can came up mth a
 better bill, and a bill that will do- the job, and that's what was
' Assemblyman R11ey s intention when he introduced this leglslatlon, to

’ ‘solve the water problem in that red line area of the GEMS Landfill. so

~ thank you very much for coming out here today. ‘

, ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY- Tony, if I can? If at all possible as
Chalrman, maybe you could have a sub-cammttee meeting or- sanethmg to
try to get the bill drafted, and have it released as soon as possmle,
' because I thmk, as Paul was . mdlcatmg, 1f we can have the b111'

a ,released early, and ‘get it on the Govemor s desk this year, then we

_ ‘have a chance to have the water put in next Spring, arrl that, I think,
';should be our goal. : '
: ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELIA: Assemblyman, we will take that mto
'cons1derat10n and do the best we can.
 ASSEMBLYMAN RILEY: Thank you
ASSEMBLYMAN MARSELLA Thank you very much everybody.

40









State of Nzw i’lzrszg

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECT!ON
" DIVISION OF WASTE MANAGEMENT

“HAZARDOUS SITE MITIGATION ADMINISTRAT!ON

' MARWAN M, SADAT, P.E. : : CN 028, Trenton, N.J. 08625 © 7 JORGE H. BERKOWITZ, PH.D .
DIRECTOR ’ : : : ) ADMINISTRATOR -

My name is Anthony Farro, Deputy Administrator of the Hazerdous Site Mitigation

Administration within the Division of Waste Management of the New Jersey

Department of Environmental . Protection. The department appreciates . the
- opportunity to address proposed ACS Bill 2693 and 2694. : :

" This 1legislation reflects the concerns of the New Jersey Legislature and-
community residents of Gloucester Township resulting from potential groundwater
and residential well water contamination near GEMS Landfill in particular and
potable well water contamination in general in communities proximate to hazardous
waste discharge sites on the EPA National Priorities List. Clearly, these
concerns need to be adequately addressed. '

The Assembly Committee substitute bill 2693 and 2694 which would amend and
supplement the New Jersey Spill Act must be considered within the context of
‘existing programs within the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) and at the Federal level established to remediate residential potable well
water contamination. We shall outline those programs briefly in this testimony.
These existing programs are addressing the problem in a rational, planned
approach, '

First, this proposed legislation would. require the DEP within 120 days to
"...determine the exteat of groundwater contamination in the area surrounding
each hazardous discharge site "in New Jersey on the National Priority List
"developed by the USEPA and prepare a list of those areas in which the reliance on
wells for potable water should be eliminated and which should be serviced by a
public water supply system.

A valid geohydrological study requires between 1 and 1} years per site. In the
face of partially completed studies or dealing with preliminary data, a cloud of
doubt would be cast over the validity of any ensuing actions at each of these
sites. This might create a de facto or informal "red line". This would create
immeasurable and unnecessary resident as well as real estate and economic
. impacts. To some degree, this generic problem occurs around all designated
National Priorities List sites, but in the course of a well planned and conducted
site investigation study such as those currently being conducted by the
Department these concerns can be addressed more carefully and thoroughly. We
urge the committee to very carefully evaluate the potential repercussions of this

: requirement.

In addition, to meet the requirement within the designated time frame, the
department would be forced to divert resources from other urgent contamination
problems confronting communities near non-Superfund sites which are not on the
federal NPL and, hence, are not eligible for Superfund monies. These sites are
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das deserving of departmental attention and indeed, may be more difficult to
study properly because of the lack of this funding source. -

The pr0posed legislation would establish a new section to the new Spill Act (P.L.
1976 ¢. 141) which would ‘require the Commissioner of the Department of
Environmental Protection to expend those monies from the Spill Fund to provide -

alternate potable water supplies to residents where well water has been found to -

- . be: contaminated in: Gloucester Township and the - area surrounding the GEMS"
. landfill ' . , - ; _ : :

Rather than supplementing the Spill Act to include language. allowing an
. unspecified amount of money to be allocated from the Spill Fund to a particular
- site, e.g. Gloucester Township and GEMS landfill, the Spill Act (58:10-23.1le)
- should be  amended. Section e refers to the restoration or replacement of or
connection to an alternate water supply for private residential wells. This
places a $500,000 cap on expenditures for such purpose for each. calendar year.
Clearly, this spending limitation should be removed to provide funds to
communities who are in need of alternate potable water supplies. We urge this
committee's attention to this matter. This 1is a. highly prudent change which
allows for more expeditious remediation of the water supply problem. once
contamination findings have been determined._ ' : . '

 Let us take a brief look at the existing departmental programs covering the NPL

- sites and other instances of potable water contamination. For approximately 56
- sites on the National Priorities List, Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Studies -

(RI/FS) are currently complete or underway.  The need for a ground water
evaluation is determined in each of these RI/FS and, if necessary, conducted as

. part of that study. Therefore, for the purposes of this bill, the majority of

the requested work has been initiated. Where contamination of groundwater is
found ‘during the early stages of the RI/FS, and potential for potable water
exists, immediate measures can be taken through the federal Superfund removal
programs to provide alternate water. Where the USEPA cannot act, the state can
act - through the Spill Fund program, other state funds and the Contaminated
Wellfield Loan program, to provide alternate water sources. This is discussed in

~ ‘more detail later. '

- It should be noted that water supplies are being provided in. a number of
Superfund cases including Krysowaty Farms, Bridgeport Rental and 0il Services,,
Pomona Oaks, and Price s Landfill. 3 .

' ‘For NPL sites not yet addressed through the Superfund program, this bill would
require a separate groundwater evaluation. ~ Implicit in the A2693/2694
requirement to "determine the extent of groundwater contamination in the area
surrounding each. discharge site in this state included on the National Priorities
List" is the requirement to perform an indepth scientifically valid study. As
mentioned earlier, studies of this sort (RI/FS) take 1 to 1} years to complete.
It is tempting to believe that a potability determination can be made on the
basis of sampling a few residences. However, the potability determination
cannot be made on the basis of sampling only a few residences, though sampling of
residences would certainly be part of the overall study design. The groundwater
investigation would necessarily include'
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a. An evaluation of the potential for groundwater migration

b. A geological evaluation of the site

c. Determination of monitoring well locations and 1nstallation of wvells
~d. Sawmpling of monitoring wells and selected residences

e. Quality assurance reviews on the data

.£. Technical evaluation of the data as to degree and type of contamination _
-g. Confirmation sampling to verify questionable or marginal results.

h. Final evaluation :
’ 1. ' Design of alternatives for. provision of water supply

. This work 1s detailed, costly, and time consuming but essential in order to makef
these critical potability and water line replacement decisioms.

From the point of view of analytical (laboratory) demands, the program in the
-proposed legislation would be difficult to implement. Nationally, laboratories
qualified to perform these highly sophisticated analyses are overburdened with
samples. NJDEP and USEPA have been urging additional laboratories to become
‘involved in the cleanup program because of existing capacity problems. We are
informed by USEPA that they could only obtain coverage for 50% of their projected
sample demand by qualified laboratories when their contract was bid a few months
“ago. The laboratory shortage problem is critical in New Jersey as well. ' Such
demands as created by this bill would likely absorb all free laboratory capacity
around the state, seriously endangering our ability to continue our current
investigations ard, indeed, to deal with emergency situations. Because of the
complexity of these analyses and the necessary quality assurance documentation,
laboratory outputs are low and slow in coming. A large analytical laboratory’
with five GC/MS (gas chromatographs/mass spectrometers) can only process
approximately 20 samples during a 24 hour shift. The time for receipt of results
on a national level is considered to be 42 days from the day the samples are
- given to the laboratory. On the basis of analytical demands alone, the 120 days
to perform these geohydrological studies/potability evaluations is unfeasible.

The logistics would be a nightmare. There are not_enough resources available to
us to perform studies, site wells, sample wells and analyze data during this time
frame. To attempt to do so would cripple our ongoing programs.

Within the context of existing state programs, the committee should be aware that
as a result of the increased concern regarding instances of private well
contamination, a procedure has been developed within the department to handle
investigation and remediation of these problems.

Upon notification of a concern by a private citizen regarding the quality of
their well water, an investigation will be performed to determine the potential
for contamination. Spill Fund monies can be used to sample and analyze private
well waters. If results indicate contamination, resampling and additional area
well sampling may be required. 1In the event that contamination is confirmed,
alternate water supplies will be recommended. A group has been organized within
the department (Contaminated Wellfield  Program) specifically for these
" situations. Appropriate immediate actions may include provision of temporary
bottled water supplies until permanent long-term solutions can be implemented.
Long-term actions may include installation of home treatment systems, drilling
deeper wells, and'connection to public water supplies, where available,

The potential sources of contamination are investigated and, where appropriate,
private responsible parties will be ordered to pay for the alternate water
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:,supply. If a. responsible party cannot be immediately found or is not financially
viable, the N.J. Spill Fund, other state funds,'and EPA Removal or Remedial
programs can pay , : ’

for the costs of the alternate water supply. Where the Spill Fund cannot cover
' costs, the loan program from the 81 Bond Fund provides 52 loans

Potable Well Contamination in the Area of GEMS Landfill

A number of studies have been performed on potable wells in the area of the GEMS_
' landfill. t , .

» Analyses have been performed by NJDEP, Camden County and USEPA since 1980,
; ,including sampling of 22 private wells in December 1983 :

Several wells have 1in the past been found to be contaminated In one instance,'
no water line was available to the homeowner and negotiations with the water

. company resulted in the water line being extended to service the affected home.

In the other cases, water lines were available to affected well owners and it was
recommended they connect to these lines and abandon their wells. ”

‘A Tecent. round of sampling ‘has indicated contamination in a nmnitoring well
. ‘located near an industrial establishment. - However, these contaminants were

- discovered in a different aquifer than the one that serves the facility. The

‘contaminant types are indicative of gasoline contamination and therefore, it is

e questionable whether the GEMS Landfill is the source these materials. Additional

studies will be performed by the DEP to determine the source of this
contamination. ‘ ' : ' ' L -

ECRA

The department strongly supports the provision for an authorization of up to
-$400,000 per year to cover the costs associated with the administration of the
 “Environmental Cleanup Responsibility Act". The Act requires DEP to develop and
implement a fee schedule to cover such costs; that schedule has been proposed and
a public hearing held, with implementation planned for October 1 of this year.
However, with less than 18 months experience, we are not. certain that the fees
will cover the entire costs involved and have based our fees, in part, on the
availability of the funds proposed in section 16 (6). Lack of these funds could
severely limit the ECRA program which, in its 16 month history has coordinated
157 remedial actions at sites ranging from minor . housekeeping corrections to -
: several multi-million dollar cleanups. '

uSummar

In summary, the Department applauds the desire to address the potable water
 concerns expressed by this bill. However, we feel that these concerns are being

legitimately and rationally addressed through existing state programs. The
- program outlined by the proposed legislation would not adequately serve the needs
of the people of New Jersey living near to these hazardous sites. Indeed, it may
‘create a more detrimental impact by creating an informal real estate "red lining"
of the area. We urge, instead, the committee's continued support of ongoing
‘state programs which are addressing the same need. We urge, in additiom, strong
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consideration and ~sﬁppoft» for removing the $500;000 'iiﬁitatioﬁ' for the
construction of water lines from the Spill Fund. o =

'We thank tL- committee for its consideration of these matters.
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