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3. Involvement in an accident in connection with
which neither the named insured nor any other driver
insured under the policy was convicted of a moving traffic
violation and the owner or operator of another vehicle
involved in such accident was so convicted;

4. For physical damage losses other than collision;

5. For an accident in which the motor vehicle was
struck in the rear by another vehicle and a driver insured
under the policy has not been convicted of ‘a moving
violation in connection with the accident; or

6. For an accident occurring as a result of operation
of any motor vehicle in response to an emergency if the
operator at the time of the accident was responding to the
call to duty as a paid or volunteer member of any police
or fire department, first aid squad or any law enforcement

agency.

“Automobile” means an automobile as defined in

N.J.S.A. 39:6A-2.

“Automobile insurance” means insurance for an automo-
bile including any or all of the following coverages: bodily
injury liability, and property damage liability, comprehensive
and collision coverages, uninsured and underinsured motor-
ist coverage, personal injury protection coverage, additional
personal injury protection coverage and any other automo-
bile insurance required by law.

“Automobile insurance eligibility points” means points
calculated under the schedule promulgated by the Commis-
sioner pursuant to this subchapter.

“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Insurance of
the State of New Jersey.

“Department” means the Department of Insurance of the
State of New Jersey.

“State” means the State of New Jersey.

Public Notice: Receipt of petition for rulemaking and action on
petition.
See: 28 N.J.R. 1565(b).

Case Notes

Charge to which insured pleaded guilty in New York, operating a
motor vehicle while under the influence, was substantially similar in
nature to an offense in New Jersey and justified nonrenewal of automo-
bile policy. Chillemi v. Selective Insurance, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 89.

At fault accident in which insured was involved was an event under
automobile policy giving insurer right to decline renewal. Wenzler v.
ITT Hartford, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 47.

Police report established five-point at fault accident which, when
combined with six-point speeding violations, justified insurer in declin-
ing to renew automobile policy. Fichera v. Liberty Mutual, 95
N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 41.

Insured at-fault for automobile accident; insured could decline to
renew insurance. AMICA Mutual Insurance Co. v. Farley, 93
N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 51.
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11:3-34.4 Eligible person qualifications

(a) An “eligible person” is a person who is an owner or
registrant of an automobile registered and principally ga-
raged in this State or who is resident and holds a valid New
Jersey driver’s license to operate an automobile, but does
not include any person:

1. Who, during the three-year period immediately pre-
ceding application for, or renewal of, an automobile
insurance policy has been convicted pursuant to N.J.S.A.
39:4-50 or N.J.S.A. 39:4-50.4a or for an offense of a
substantially similar nature committed in another jurisdic-
tion;

2. Who has been convicted of a crime of the first,
second or third degree resulting from the use of a motor
vehicle; or has been convicted of theft of a motor vehicle;

3. Whose driver’s license to operate an automobile is
under suspension or revocation;

4. 'Who has been convicted, within the five-year period
immediately preceding application for or renewal of a
policy of automobile insurance, of fraud or intent to
defraud involving an insurance claim or an application for
insurance;

5. Who has been successfully denied, within the im-
mediately preceding five years, payment by an insurer of a
claim in excess of $1,000 under an automobile insurance
policy, if there was evidence of fraud or intent to defraud
involving the automobile insurance claim or application.
For the purpose of this section:

i. If the claim has been subject to litigation between
the insurer and the insured in which the insurer defend-
ed against payment of the claim in whole or in part on
grounds of fraud, it shall be conclusively presumed that
the claim was successfully denied if judgment was en-
tered for the insurer in the litigation; and conclusively
presumed that the claim was not successfully denied if
judgment was entered for the insured;

ii. If the claim has not been subject to litigation
between the insurer and the insured, but the insurer
denied the claim without payment by reason of fraud, it
shall be presumed that the claim was successfully de-
nied. This presumption may be overcome in an admin-
istrative proceeding pursuant to N.J.A.C. 11:3-33;

iii. If the incident was not reported to the New
Jersey Department of Insurance, Fraud Division pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 17:33A-9 it shall be presumed that
there was no evidence of fraud or intent to defraud;

6. Whose automobile insurance policy has been can-
celled for nonpayment of premiums or financed premium
with a lapse of coverage of at least 30 days, within the
immediately preceding two-year period, unless the premi-
um due on a policy for which application has been made
is paid in full before issuance or renewal of the policy.
For the purpose of this section, “paid in full” shall not
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include any transaction in which a lender obtains authori-
ty from an insured to cancel the policy and receive a
refund from the insurer in the event the insured defaults
on a loan used to pay the premium;

7. Who fails to obtain or maintain membership or
qualification for membership in a club, group, or organi-
zation, if membership is a uniform requirement of the
insurer as a condition of providing insurance, and if the
dues or charges, if any, or other conditions for member-
ship or qualifications for membership are applied uni-
formly throughout this State, are not expressed as a
percentage of the insurance premium, and do not vary
with respect to the rating classification of the member or
potential member except for the purpose of offering a
membership fee to family units. Membership fees, if
applicable, may vary in accordance with the amount or
type of coverage if the purchase of additional coverage,
either as to type or amount, is not a condition for
reduction of dues or fees;

8. Whose driving record for the three year period
immediately preceding the application for or renewal of a
policy of automobile insurance has an accumulation of
nine or more automobile insurance eligibility points as
determined in N.J.A.C. 11:3-34.5; or

9. Who is a named insured or who is insured under
the same policy as a person whose driver’s license is
suspended or revoked and either:

i. The suspended or revoked driver has been con-
victed of a violation of N.J.S.A. 39:6B-2 within the
previous three years; or

ii. Other evidence exists indicating that the sus-
pended or revoked driver has been operating a vehicle
during the period of suspension.

(b) An “eligible person” includes a person who is an
owner or registrant of an automobile registered in this State
or who holds a valid New Jersey driver’s license to operate
an automobile and is domiciled in this State who is tempo-
rarily residing out-of-State and whose car may be principally
garaged in another state while the person either is a full
time student or is in the military service and is stationed
out-of-State.

Emergency Amendment, R.1992 d.380, effective September 4, 1992
(expires November 3, 1992).
See: 24 N.J.R. 3420(a).
Text added to (a)6 to specify a lapse of at least 30 days.
Adopted Concurrent Proposal, R.1992 d.481, effective November 2,
1992.
See: 24 N.J.R. 3420(a), 24 N.J.R. 4396(a).
Provisions of Emergency Amendment R.1992 d.380 readopted with
changes effective December 7, 1992.
Emergency Amendment R.1993 d.135, effective March 1, 1993. (Oper-
ative March 8, 1993) (expires April 30, 1993.)
See: 25 N.J.R. 1290(a).
Definition of eligible person added at (b).
Adopted Concurrent Proposal, R.1993 d.238, effective April 30, 1993,
See: 25 N.J.R. 1290(a), 25 N.J.R. 2479(a).
Amended by R.1996 d.246, effective June 3, 1996.
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See: 27 N.J.R. 2048(a), 28 N.J.R. 3002(b).
Added (a)9.

Case Notes

Renewal of automobile policy for one period despite accumulation of
points did not preclude nonrenewal in next period for same points.
Liberty Mutual v. Lee, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 38.

Accident in which insured was at fault, when combined with two
other accidents in period of coverage, justified nonrenewal for accumu-
lation of too many points. New Jersey Manufacturers v. Sandor, 95
N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 36.

Accumulation of nine or more points by member of insured’s house-
hold justified nonrenewal of auto policy, Pandola v. State Farm, 95
N.J.AR.2d (INS) 32.

Insured who was otherwise eligible for automobile insurance in
voluntary market could obtain coverage for vehicles registered to her
notwithstanding her husband’s license suspension. Kwok v. First Tren-
ton, 95 N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 29.

Decision not to renew automobile insurance policy was improper.
Capasso v. State Farm Indemnity Company, 94 N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 59.

Eligibility points for accident prior to effective date of regulation not
ex post facto violation. Selective Insurance Company v. Diana, 93
N.J.A.R.2d (INS) 58. '

11:3-34.5 Automobile insurance eligibility points

(a) Automobile insurance eligibility points shall be accu-
mulated as a result of convictions, suspensions, revocations
and determinations of responsibility for civil infractions in
accordance with the schedule set forth in the Appendix to
this subchapter herein incorporated by reference.

(b) Automobile insurance eligibility points shall be
deemed to accrue as follows:

1. Points for an at-fault accident shall accrue on the
date that total payment by the insurer equals or exceeds
$500.00. An insurer may, at its option, use the date of
the accident or date of first payment provided, however,
that the insurer shall not underwrite or rate any policy
based on the accident until total payment by the insurer
equals or exceeds $500.00; and further provided that the
insurer shall use the optional date consistently in all cases.

2. Points for conviction of motor vehicle violations
and other events that are set forth on an abstract of
drivers license records available from the New Jersey
Division of Motor Vehicles, or comparable agency of
another state, shall accrue when the event is recorded in
the agency’s records as evidenced by an abstract.

3. Points for each full year of court-imposed driver’s
license suspension within the preceding three years and
points for each full year within the immediately preceding
three years that a person has not held a driver’s license
shall accrue on the date of application for insurance.

(c) Automobile insurance eligibility points are cumulative
and accrue for all offenses set forth on Schedules 1 and 2,
except as noted on Schedule 1.
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