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churchman,
consideration of this question as

a

I approach the
and a lawyer.

When America

and conspiCTOusly for two things, a
„viific-renublican govei'ninent, and the

day of rest. In those two respects she parted company

broke from the old order, she stood distinctly
representative type of demo-
strict observance of Sunday

with

as a

the old countries.

.the name implies, is
representative form of government, as

” .f i=y"rS”^^^^ w
•Hed it into their every day lives,"« —-

A

pi

car

of government like the Hebrews, upon

Aside from fundamentals the corner stone of their
observance of Sunday, to the exclusion of woik

works‘of necessity; and this concep-
in Massachusetts Bay Colony, and the

the law of the land where-
dominant. As a

hundred years of

the strict religious

and diversion, excepting only
formulated into law intion was .

Connecticut Farms, and finally copied as
ever the influence of the Pilgrim sentiment was
legal conception, it worked agricultural

1 1 know nothino- in history more beautiful or idealistic
m• national life while weoui

Sabbath.

there population centered,

seeks political domination today.

we

4
called the

our

and by its influence
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with their families imbibe the fresh air of the fields,
at the seaside they throng m multitudes

ic atmosphere that de-

Jn an era when the family worked upon the farm, day after day,

in the open, under God’s sunlight, imbibing the invigorating
breezes of the fields, the American Sunday came as a real day of

rest. In a day when the church and the Sunday School were real

harbors of peace and of friendly meetings of the neighborhood,
when the good peolDle retired to their homes and the father and

mother read from the family Bible, and expounded its lessons to

their progeny, and closed the day with family prayer, the picture

was ideal', and typifies the idyllic beauty and grandeur of the

ception of a true ideal of the American Sunday of the past.

enjoy life and
In the woods, on the rivers

rest and relaxation from an economicseeking

nies them both.

in the religious structure of the Am-
of conditions, and comesThe demand for a change in

• V, /I -rippU In our country the church typifies the
moral

of the cherished stands as its representa-

and -f““ for the colonial and agricultural Sab-
Jth'e manufacturing and S"

the church is placed practically i unfortunate,
popular demand for American Sun-
As a churchman, I cherish

,ay, but ^ day, in church life,

concede, that one of th^ ,,,

erican

from

con

But when the lure of the factory, the workshop, and the City

tempted the young people from the farm and the village, and in

culcated a new theory of economic domination and new ideals and
ambitions, the sunlight of God’s

is how

open was thereby denied them by
men’s artificial creations, and the fresh air of the fields, which gave
to America the blood and sinew of men who dared to do the things
our history records was no longer theirs, the old order began to lose

Its dominance, and the sinews of combined capital and its corrolary,
the labor organization, representing the new economic order, loomed

up as the dominating forces in American political life. Buckle, in
his “History of Civilization,” informs us, that the nature, character

and habits of peoples are the product of their environment,
concrete instance in support of this statement were needed, we have

it in the great change that America underwent, from the ideal life

of farm and village and its religious environment to the ^

hnd materialistic life that now pervades in large part in our

creasing municipal population, and its worship of worldly things.

If a is how we may fill our

attendance of men.

;»».—“■» -—
rational modus viviendi?

economic

ever in-

In the agricultural days some
men, women and children worked to

satiety in the fresh air of the open, and longed for the church and

meeting house of Sunday. In these days their descendants stifle in

a contaminated atmosphere within doors, and long for a glimpse of

the fields. The boy in the cities confined in school and house and

workshop, longs for the vacant lot, or the open river. The workman

and woman, look upon Sunday as the only day in which they

whole people.Edmund Burke, “indict a
books the legislative edicts of form-

of the times. Grand

Aou cannot,” says
retain upon theAnd so you may

er

Juries will ignore .

less to enforce them.

counter to the temper
courts thereby become help-days, but if they run

'■ their violations and

can

s

/
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an educated constituency in a church or in
coerced by law. The ap-

In such a status, the retention of such a law upon the books

suits only in public contempt for the observance of all law, and such

a popular state of mind is always inimical to law and order, and

breeds contempt for government and its administrators.-

In the last analysis an _

a political order cannot be enlightened or . n
peal to the congregations outside the church must be

made upon a

basis of Christian brotherhood and charity, which recognizes
e

which time and the new economic order have evolved,
in

consequent demand for leisure and
the' new conditions

, re

changes

our manner

such r

present and make necessary.

If you attempt to suppress the boy ball player, on the vacant

lot, or the man or woman who find enjoyment and

Sunday afternoon in the picture shows, the Grand Jury
askance, and desires to know

of living, and the

ecreation and reasonable diversion asrecreation upon a

man looks

upon what legal theory of exemption
his neighbor may find recreation on the golf field, or on the country
roads in an automobile.

humanity cannot be coerced, becauseHistory attests that

coercion is the forerunner of revolution.

The church to be successful in its mission, in this
land and in

sympathetic hand to the people and
its great Founder mingled

Years at the Bar, and my experience on the Bench, have
abled me to perceive the inequality which results from this

dition, and when the masses of the people recognize inequality in

the application of the law, and its enforcement, that decent

for law, and its administrators, which in the earlier days

characteristic of American citizenship, becomes endangered. .

No reasonable American

en-

■ this day,, must hold out a

mingle with the toilers and workers, as
the fishermen and laborers, the poor and lowly of Galilee.

con-

respect

was

among

;of the future to be successful with the

great deal, and turn its face to the coming
not only from the lofty heights of the pul-

touch of nature

The religious crusade

people, must forget a
race, inculcating religion

pit, but down among the haunts of men where “one
makes the whole world kin.”

survey the field today, and not

perceive almost with a shudder, the unrest, the distemper, and the

sullen disregard for law and order, which prevails.

can

and soil of the
The heart of America represented in the grime

iue the workshop and foundry, is essentially religious, and^still
of the Nazarene, as well as with the

Will the church further accentuate the condition by refusing

to meet in conference, the men and women whose organizations and

votes present in our representative system, a potent argument to

the statesman for changes of some kind in the organic law, to accord

with public sentiment in populous centres?

mine, .

beats in unison with the prayer

spirit of Patrick Henry.

Never in church history was such an opportunity presented
to

for the reconciliation of
churchmen, and to Christian statesmen

to fundamental concepts of religion and law.
It is no answer to this demand to charge, that among its ad

vocates are the parties interested in the financial returns which the

realization of the change will bring. These forms of recreation

could not exist a week were the. public to cease its patronage and
seek a field for relaxation.

the people

is the result of a series of
Civilization, said a great statesman, is _

I find the great compromise in the self-determina-• compromises.
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tion of localities, or what is called local option—a method by which

the recognized American principle of majority rule may determine

the character and quality of the legal environment, v^hich it in

habits.

For years the churches advocated this system as a satisfactory
solution for the abolition of the evils incident to the liquor traffic.

Under its provisions, localities may determine the hours of Sunday

within which, without conflicting with religious service, or their

duties to God, the public in any district adopting its provisions may

. enjoy the leisure, recreation and diversion which the modern worker

and toiler craves and demands, as a necessary part of his existence.

Such “a consummation is devoutly to be wished” not only in

the interest of the State, but in the interests of the church, whose

basic interests, and future development, in a country like this de

pend, in no small degree, upon the realization and adoption of a

mode of procedure, which while it sacrifices nothing in Christian

avoids popular antagonism, by conceding like one of its
essence,

great doctors, liberty in non-essentials and charity in all things.


