
UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE 

(c) The Department or the municipal code enforcing 
agency providing construction code plan release or inspection 
shall be responsible for enforcing the following Uniform 
Construction Code enhancements in public school facilities: 

1. An automatic fire detection system shall be installed 
in all new buildings of Group E (educational), in accor­
dance with National Fire Protection Association standard 
72. The system shall utilize: 

i. Combination fixed-temperature and rate of rise 
devices in classrooms and other spaces not covered in 
(c)lii below; 

n. Devices to detect abnormal visible smoke 
densities or gaseous products of combustion in corridors 
and exit stairs; 

iii. An automatic fire suppression system and, in 
areas where suppression is deleted, automatic detection 
devices; or 

iv. A combination of the above three types of 
detection devices except that a fixed-temperature detec­
tor shall be permitted in approved locations, such as in a 
boiler room or incinerator. 

2. Manual fire alarm boxes, in addition to requirements 
from Section 907.3 of the building subcode, shall be 
provided in the natural path of escape from fire, near each 
exterior door from the corridor, kitchen, heater room and 
other exits that are required to serve 50 or more persons. 
Additional fire alarm boxes shall be located in the main 
office, stage, at each stairway entrance from a corridor or 
place of assembly and near one exterior exit in each section 
of a place of assembly. It shall not be necessary to traverse 
more than 200 feet of unobstructed horizontal distance on 
the same floor in order to reach a fire alarm box. 

3. Each instructional space and room of assembly which 
is illuminated with the use of high intensity discharge (HID) 
sources, such as mercury vapor, high pressure sodium and 
metal halide lamps, shall also be provided with a second 
source of illumination to provide illumination instantly upon 
activation of the circuit. All high intensity discharge (HID) 
lamps shall be of the fail-safe type which will permanently 
extinguish within 15 minutes after the outer glass of the bulb 
is broken. All lamps shall be provided with a glass or plastic 
lens to protect the bulb. 

4. All school buildings shall be equipped with a 
mechanical air supply and exhaust ventilation system 
which will provide, during periods of occupancy, standard 
tempered outdoor air supply and mechanical exhaust at the 
minimum rates set forth in the mechanical subcode. 

(d) Pursuant to Reorganization Plan No. 114-1996, the 
Department or the municipal code enforcing agency shall 
have authority to enforce and cite violations of N.J.A.C. 
6A:26-6.2. 

Amended by R.l986 d.l42, effective May 5, 1986. 
See: 17 N.J.R. 1169(a), 18 N.J.R. 945(a). 

New (a)7; old (a)7 through 9 renumbered (a)8.-10. 

5:23-3.118 

Administrative Change: This section was originally part of N.J.A.C. 
5:23-3.11. 

See: 18 N.J.R. 1842(a). 
Amended by R.l988 d. I 55, effective April4, 1988. 
See: 20 N.J.R. 824(d). 

Added (d). This was amended by the rule adoption of the Department 
of Education published in the New Jersey Register at 20 N.J.R. 824(d). 
Administrative Correction to (c). 
See: 22 N.J.R. 2503(b). 
Amended by R.l990 d.507, effective October 15, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 2208(a), 22 N.J.R. 3214(a). 

Text conformed to P.L. 1990, c.23, qualified agencies may perform 
plan review of public school structures. 
Amended by R.l991 d.309, effective June 17, 1991. 
See: 23 N.J.R. 1084(a), 23 N.J.R. 1922(a). 

Rule conformed to P.L. 1990 c. 23; text at (c) revised to specify type 
of project covered; BOCA cites updated; reference to N.J.A.C. 6:22 
added. 
Amended by R.l993 d.662, effective December 20, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 3891(a), 25 N.J.R. 5918(a). 
Amended by R.1997 d.417, effective October 6, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 3387(a), 29 N.J.R. 4285(a). 

Deleted (a); recodified former (b) through (e) as (a) through (d); in 
(b), Inserted "Prior to the release ... of projects,"; in (b) 1 and 2, inserted 
"public" preceding "school buildings"; in (c)7, deleted option of 
inspecting agency requiring subsequent correction of any errors in the 
plans, inserted second sentence, and in third sentence amended notice 
provisions. 
Amended by R.1998 d.332, effective July 6, 1998. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 1377(a), 30 N.J.R. 2421(b). 

In (d), substituted "alarm" for "detection", changed BOCA reference 
and substituted a reference to (d)5ii for a reference to (e)5ii in 5, and 
changed BOCA in 6. 
Amended by R.2000 d.166, effective April17, 2000. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 415l(a), 32 N.J.R. 1376(a). 

Rewrote the section. 
Amended by R.2001 d.l27, effective Aprill6, 2001. 
See: 33 N.J.R. 392(a), 33 N.J.R. 1195(a). 

In (a)3, substituted "instructional spaces, the size of any such spaces" 
for "units" and substituted "such" for" instructional". 
Administrative change. 
See: 33 N.J.R. 4101(a). 
Amended by R.2004 d.68, effective February 17, 2004. 
See: 35 N.J.R. 4630(a), 36 N.J.R. 952(a). 

In (b), inserted "and approval by" following "upon notice to" and sub­
stituted "a" for "any" preceding "municipal code" in the introductory 
paragraph and added li; in (c), rewrote the introductory paragraph of I, 
substituted a reference to the building subcode for a reference to BOCN96 
section 918.5 in 2 and substituted a reference to the mechanical subcode 
for a reference to the BOCA National Mechanical Code in 4. 

5:23-3.118 Underground storage tank systems 

(a) The installation, repair (other than "minor repair," as 
defmed in N.J.A.C. 7:14B-10.5), and closure (or "demo­
lition") of underground storage tank systems, as defmed in 
N.J.A.C. 7:14B-10.1, shall be controlled by the State Uniform 
Construction Code and by N.J.A.C. 7:14B-1 through 15. 

(b) A DEP permit for the installation, repair or closure of 
an underground storage tank system that requires a DEP 
approval, or any part thereof, or an emergency permit granted 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:14B, shall be a prior approval for any 
permit application submitted pursuant to the State Uniform 
Construction Code Act and these rules. Applicants installing 
secondarily contained systems for which no prior DEP 
approval is necessary shall be required to submit engineering 
drawings of the secondarily contained systems and to certify 
that the underground storage tank system meets all require­
ments ofN.J.A.C. 7:14B. 
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5:23-3.118 

(c) Construction code officials shall retain all penalty 
powers, as set forth in these rules, with respect to the installa­
tion, usage or closure (demolition) of underground storage 
tank systems and parts thereof in violation of the State Uni­
form Construction Code Act or these rules. 

(d) The following types of underground storage tank 
systems requiring a construction permit are exempt from the 
requirements ofN.J.A.C. 7:14B: 

1. Farm or residential tanks of 1,100 gallons or less 
capacity used for storing motor fuel for noncommercial 
purposes; 

2. Tanks with a capacity of 2,000 gallons or less used 
to store heating oil for onsite consumption in a non­
residential building; 

3. Tanks used to store heating oil for onsite consump­
tion in a residential building; 

4. Septic tanks installed in compliance with rules 
adopted by DEP pursuant to P.L. 1954, c.199 (N.J.S.A. 
58:11-23 et seq.); 

5. Tanks situated in an underground area, including, 
but not limited to, basements, cellars, mines, drift shafts, or 
tunnels, if the storage tank is situated upon or above the 
surface of the floor; 

6. Tanks situated in an underground area, including, 
but not limited to, basements, cellars, mines, drift shafts, or 
tunnels, if the storage tank is equipped with secondary con­
tainment and is uncovered so as to allow visual inspection 
of the exterior of the tank; 

7. Wastewater treatment tanks; 

8. Electrical equipment; 

9. Hydraulic lift tanks; and 

10. Any pipes, lines, fixtures, or other equipment 
connected to any tank exempted from the provisions of 
N.J.A.C. 7:14B as set forth in (b)1 to 9 above. 

New Rule, R.l990 d.562, effective November 19, 1990. 
See: 22 N.J.R. 2629(c), 22 N.J.R. 3482(d). 
Amended by R.l997 d.409, effective October 6, 1997. 
See: 29 N.J.R. 2736(a), 29 N.J.R. 428l(a). 

In (d)3, deleted maximum capacity for tanks of2000 gallons. 
Amended by R.l998 d.332, effective July 6, 1998. 
See: 30 N.J.R. 1377(a), 30 N.J.R. 242l(b). 

In (d)3, deleted "with a capacity of 2000 gallons or less" following 
"Tanks". 

5:23-3.12 Amended rules 

Whenever the Commissioner shall make any modifications 
to the rules, notice of same shall be published in the New 
Jersey Register. 

Amended by R.l995 d.544, effective October 16, 1995. 
See: 27 N.J.R. 2827(a), 27 N.J.R. 3933(a). 
Amended by R.2000 d.413, effective October 16,2000. 
See: 32 N.J.R. 2278(a), 32 N.J.R. 3783(a). 

Rewrote the section. 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

5:23-3.13 Code change proposals 

(a) The following apply to State-sponsored model code 
change proposals: 

1. Any private party, municipality, other political sub­
division, or agency of the State seeking to submit a State­
sponsored model code change proposal shall do so not less 
than 240 days prior to the code change meeting of the 
model code adoption agency for which the amendment is 
being proposed. 

2. Such proposal shall be on a form provided by the 
model code organization where one is available. If none is 
available, such proposal shall state the name and address of 
the party or official proposing the model code change, the 
company, agency, or political subdivision represented, if 
applicable, the text of the amendment suggested and an 
explanation of the amendment together with any technical 
justification deemed necessary by the proponents. 

3. A hearing shall thereafter be held in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. 52:27D-124 of the Act. 

4. Copies of the submitted applications for model code 
change proposals, transcripts of hearings on such applica­
tions, and State-sponsored model code change proposals, 
as adopted, shall be available from the Department at a fee 
of $.50 per page. 

5. Whenever a model code change hearing is scheduled 
so as not to allow adequate time to meet the procedures set 
forth in this section and in N.J.S.A. 52:27D-124 of the Act, 
the Commissioner may hold a hearing and require the ad­
vice of the Code Advisory Board within a lesser time per­
iod, as the situation dictates. 

(b) The following apply to rehabilitation subcode code 
change proposals: 

1. Proposals for code changes to the rehabilitation sub­
code (N.J.A.C. 5:23-6) may be submitted to the Department 
at any time. Those rehabilitation subcode code change 
proposals submitted by January 31 shall be considered with 
the changes received during the previous calendar year. 

2. A rehabilitation subcode code change proposal shall 
include the following information: 

i. The name, organization, mailing address, tele-
phone number, facsimile number, and e-mail address of 
the proponent of the proposed code change; 

ii. The primary section of the rehabilitation subcode 
proposed for change and any other section(s) where 
corresponding changes are required. Language proposed 
for deletion shall be presented in brackets and language 
proposed for addition shall be underlined; and 

iii. A description and supporting statement for the 
proposed code change. 

3. Rehabilitation subcode code change proposals may \ _ '\ 
be submitted on the form provided in subchapter Appendix _ ____) 
3-A, incorporated herein by reference. 
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