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DMAVA

Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs

The Mobile Barista visited the Lawrenceville Campus on January 17th for an
Employee Appreciation Event.

Happy New Year

Welcome to 2023! It is my sincere hope that you all had a happy
and safe holiday season and that you had an opportunity to rest
and recharge for all that will come in this new year.

| had the privilege to attend Governor Murphy’s annual State of the
State address on January 10th. He announced several new
programs and initiatives that will positively impact the citizens of
the great state of New Jersey.

Currently members of the DMAVA staff are working on budget
initiatives that will further benefit employees of the Department,
Soldiers, Airmen, their families and equally important our Veterans
who call our facilities home. | am encouraged and excited about the
year ahead.

| am continuing my work with our State Partnership Program Team
to engage with our longstanding Albanian Partners as well as
develop the way forward with our new Cypriot partners. Later this
month | will be engaged in talks and meetings to further define
goals and objectives for both of our partner countries.

There are some changes in our front office staff at DMAVA as
Col(Ret) Walter Nall retires from the State as Deputy Commissioner
of Veterans Affairs and MAJ Vincent Solomeno steps in as his
successor. Plans to celebrate Colonel (Ret) Nall’s service to the
Department are underway...more information to follow.

Thank you for what you do every day in
service to our Veterans, military
personnel and their families.

We encourage you to share ideas, events
and feedback. Please email our team at


https://nj.gov/military/outreach/newsletters/20230111.html

outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Brigadier General Lisa J. Hou, D.O.
The Adjutant General & Commissioner

NATIONAL

¢ BLOOD
Save Lives: DONOR
It’s Easy. MONTH

January 19, 2023
9:00am - 2:00pm

BLOOD DRIVE

Joint Military & Family Assistance Center

1048 US Rt 206 South
Bordentown, NJ 08505

POC: LTC Amy B. Glatz
State Equal Employment Manager
609-562-0856 or amy.b.glatz.mil@army.mil

Appointments Preferred

January 19, 2023
10:00am - 3:00pm

DMAVA VETERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN
& MEDAL CEREMONY

Quaker Bridge Mall
Center Court

3320 US Highway 1
Lawrence Township, NJ 08648

Medal ceremony at 11:00 am.


mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
mailto:amy.b.glatz.mil@army.mil
https://donor.giveapint.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/85042

DMAVA will have a Veterans Service Officer present to
help and assist any Veteran or family member.

For more information contact the Veterans Benefits
Bureau at vbb@dmava.nj.gov.

VETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medical Center and
Community Based Outpatient Clinic
(CBOC) Outreach Specialist will be
hosting a presentation on information
regarding enrollment, eligibility, services,
and programs offered. The Sessions offer
general information and how to navigate
VA. Q & A and one-on-one information
will be provided for all Veterans, their
families, and caregivers in attendance.

Please contact the VA Outreach Specialist
a VA provider or staff member if you
would like to attend. (Seating is limited
and based on availability)

UPCOMING SESSIONS
4th Monday of every month
10:00 am

{or scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist)

WHERE

Cape May County CBOC
3801 Route 9 South

Rio Grande, NJ 08242

VA OUTREACH
SPECIALIST
Jacyueline Hinker
302-304-5509

CLINIC STAFF
PACT Team

Nurse Manager
Behavior Health
AMSA Superuisor
AMSA

Physical Therapy

DMRVA

Vso

Rlicia Kagan
609-441-3060

or

CMC Veteran
Services Office
David Louderback
609-886-2162

VETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medical Center and
Community Based Outpatient Clinic
(CBOC) Outreach Specialist will be
Thosting a presentation on information
regarding enrollment, eligibility, services,
and programs offered by the Sessions
offer general information and how to
navigate VA. Q & A and one-on-one
information will be provided for all
Veterans, their families, and caregivers in
attendance.

Please contact the VA Outreach Specialist
a VA provider or staff member if you
would like to attend. (Seating is limited
and based on availability)

UPGOMING SESSIONS
4t Tuesday of each month

11:00 am

(o scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist)

WHERE
Cumberland County CBOC
79 W. Landis Avenue

Vineland, NJ 08360

VA OUTREACH
SPECIALIST
Jacuqueline Hinker
302-304-5509

GLINIC STAFF
PACT Team
Nurse Manager
Behavior Health
AMSA Supervisor
AMSA

DMAVA
Uso



mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov

WETERAN INFORMATION
SESSION

The Wilmington VA Medical Center and
Community Based Qutpatient Clinie (CBOC)
Outreach Specialist will be hosting a

presentation on information regarding VA OUTREACH
enrollment, eligibility, services, and programs SPECIALIST
offered by the Sessions offer general Jacqueling Hinker

information and how to navigate VA. Q & A

and one-on-one information will be provided 302-304-5509
for all Veterans, their families, and caregivers
in attendance. CLINIC STAFF
Please contact the VA Outreach Specialist a PACT Team

VA provider or staff member if you would like Nurse Manager
to attend. (Seating is limited and based on

availability) Behauior Health

RAMSA Supervisor

UPGOMING SESSIONS RAMSA

4™ Thursday of every month

1100 VETERAN SERVICE

AM

(or scheduled by request with Outreach Specialist) nrrlein
CONTACTED BY PHONE

WHERE

Atlantie County CBOC

1909 New Road

Northfield, NJ 08225

January 26, 2023
11:00am - 3:00pm

DMAVA VETERANS OUTREACH CAMPAIGN

Paramus Park Mall
Center Court

700 Paramus Park
Paramus, NJ 07652

DMAVA will have a Veterans Service Officer present to
help and assist any Veteran or family member.

For more information contact the Veterans Benefits
Bureau at vbb@dmava.nj.gov.



mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov

COMMUNITY
e EVENT ey

COMMUNITY & VETERAN WELLNESS
AND
RESOURCE FAIR

The Wilmington VA Medical Center in partnership with the
State of New Jersey and Cape May County service
organizations, welcomes ALL to attend this day of resources.
The event will be held on the Cape May Court House
Campus of Atlantic
Cape Community College.

There will be briefings throughout the course of the event, to include:

Department of Veterans Affairs - PACT Act
Department of Labor

Cape May County Human Services/Cape May County
Veteran Services

Cape May County Prosecutors Office/Hope One
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

e’c;n.nunccws

SMMUNITY COLLEGE

DMAVA will have a Veterans Service Officer present

FIRST AID/CPR/AED
CERTIFICATION

for infants, children, and adults

TRAINING DATES

4 DEC| 5 FEB | 30 APR | 4 JUN

Sundays | 9:30 am-3:30pm
Bordentown Armory
Two-year Certification Upon Completion
*DOES NOT INCLUDE BLS FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS®
FREE | OPEN TO MILITARY FAMILIES AND CYP
VOLUNTEERS | AGES 13 & UP

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED!
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SCAN TO REGISTER

child
g

new jersey national guard

For more information contact the Child & Youth Coordinators
Kimberly Jordan | 609-496-9260 | kimberly.n.jordan2.ctr@army.mil
Melissa Nicolato | 609-496-9261| melissa.k.nicolata.ctr@army.mil



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cprfirst-aidaed-certification-training-tickets-457248471487

STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY

ZAND

‘IETERANS AFFAIRS

February 6, 2023
5:30pm - 7:30pm

QUARTERLY WOMEN'S OPEN FORUM
Westfield Armory

500 Rahway Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090

All New Jersey National Guard (Army & Air) Personnel
& DMAVA Employees

Learn More and RSVP

FEATURED EVENTS

Hosted by:
Passaic County American Legion
Location:
Anthony Wayne Post 174

55 Mountainview Blvd., Wayne NJ 07470
Doors open 8am fur reakfast
Seminar starts promptly at 9am, ending 2pm
Questions: email to adjutant@pcalnj.org or 201-579-3410

Facilitators
Richard Godfrey, Sr. Ellis L. Marples
Department of New Jersey Sussex County Commander
Membership Chairman Sussex County Membership Chairman
Ocean County Commander Post 86 Membership Chairman

Click here to register on line
Goto: https://ameri iontraining.rsvpify:
or use the QR code:



https://dmava.org/event/quarterly-womens-open-forum-westfield
https://americanlegiontraining.rsvpify.com/
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gulcide Preventien - Lethal Weapean Salfaty &
Protecting Your Rights

Thursday, January, 19, 2023

1000—1400
0930 Registration

Legion Post 12
232 Union Ave.
Somerville, NJ

Lunch will be provided
COMMUNITY mJTGERS
hope
STARTS HERE Research Center
FEATURING Firearms
Safety
&
% Safe Storage Register online at:
.-
S.AV.E '-E
Signs of suicide to recognize <
Ask “Are you thinking of killing yourself?” R
Validate their intent
Encourage Ireatment and expedite help

|

Direct Program Questions to: Tanya Kero — tanya kero@va.gov
General Qusslions lo: Bob Looby — rlooby@njamericaniegion.org, H08-894-0746
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Keen Our Veterans Alive

Gl Preveaton & LetllMeais ety

Presented by

Camden County Families of
Service Members & Veterans

VAY & Rurcers

c’areglver New Jersey Gun Violence
Support Research Center

IN-PERSON & Virtual
The Carlfon R. Roush Veterans Center
Road L NS

o821

777

Virtual Teams Link:

Click here to join the meeting

Saturday, January 21, 2023
10:00-2:00pm

KOVA Stary, Topics Include:
VASAVE
ity Maﬂ"ber \ Signs of sulcide to recognize
Faml jence || Ask “Are you thinking of kiling

Vetera® er yourself?*
LNE‘LEEE—/ Validate their intent
Encourage treatment and ex-
pedite help

Direct Questiens to: Rhenda.Hari@va.gov, 267-596-0980

DMAVA & Community Calendar

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis
so please bookmark and check back often.

1


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/veteran-suicide-prevention-secure-firearm-storage-protecting-your-rights-tickets-483526419537
https://dmava.org/event/suicide-prevention-lethal-means-safety-lindenwold
https://dmava.org/events

VSO0 Jason Newman

Jason Newman recently joined the NJ Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs as a Veterans Service Officer (VSO), working in
Camden, Gloucester, and Burlington Counties.

Prior to his tenure with DMAVA, Jason was employed by the NJ
Department of Labor and Workforce Development (DOL). He
started his career with DOL as a Disabled Veterans Outreach
Program Specialist, assisting Veterans with significant barriers to
employment in all phases of the job search process. He also
worked as a Veterans Business Representative, assisting
companies to find qualified Veterans through the DOL pipeline for
them to offer employment opportunities.

Jason had assisted Veterans even prior to his time with DOL. He
was a Wounded Warrior Fellow in the Congressional office of Rob
Andrews of the 1st District of NJ for 2 years, assisting Veterans
with the claims process, burial benefits, and myriad other Veteran
issues.

Jason is a 2015 graduate of Rutgers Camden, graduating with a
B.A. in Political Science. He served in the U.S. Army from 2003-
2006 as a combat infantryman, including one combat tour with the
1st Brigade, 25th Infantry, serving in Mosul, Iraq from 2004-2005.
He is the recipient of the Combat Infantryman Badge, an Army
Commendation Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, and the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal. He is very happily married and
the proud father of one and is a resident of Gloucester County.

Through his work, he strives to assist our Veterans in any way,
shape or form, and looks forward to helping any Veteran that
reaches out to him!

1


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

Happy 100th Birthday, George!

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Edward J. Chrystal Jr., Officer in Charge, Task
Force-23, U.S. Vietnam Veteran Commemoration, Office of the
Secretary of the Defense, presented U.S. Navy World War Il Veteran
Chief Petty Officer 1st Class George Pukenas the New Jersey
Distinguished Service Medal at a ceremony at his home on Jan. 7,
2023.

Family, friends, legislators, and DMAVA honored George for his
honorable service in the Pacific in five major campaigns during
World War Il on the occasion of his 100th birthday.

Wl ——

Talk to us

YOU ANSWERED

THE CALLOF DUTY,
WE'RE HERE TO
ANSWER THE CALL
FOR YOU.

1-866-838-7654. We are always available 24/7 by phone

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.nj.gov

| SEE



https://www.njvet2vet.com/
mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf

New Jersey Cavalry defeats al-Shabaab attack
Mark Olsen | Public Affairs Office | December 27, 2022

The attack had failed before it even began.

It was Sept. 30, 2019, at Baledogle Military Airfield in the Federal
Republic of Somalia. Prior to the explosion, New Jersey Army
National Guard Soldiers with Charlie Troop, 1st Squadron, 102nd
Cavalry Regiment, had been preparing a convoy to meet the Somali
police chief and other leaders in a town 25 miles from the base. The
102nd was part of the New Jersey Army National Guard’s Task
Force Warrior deployment in support of Combined Joint Task Force
- Horn of Africa.

“We hadn’t even got into our vehicles when the VBIED (vehicle-
borne improvised explosive device) went off,” said Lt. Col. Richard
Karcher, commander, Task Force Warrior, New Jersey Army
National Guard.

Read Full Story

U.S. Air Force Maj. Nicholas A. Loglisci graduates
Weapons Instructor School

A1C Darion Boyd | 177th Fighter Wing | December 29, 2022

ATLANTIC CITY AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, New Jersey — Maj.
Nicholas A. Loglisci, assigned to the 119th Fighter Squadron, 177th
Fighter Wing of the New Jersey Air National Guard, graduated from
the Weapons Instructor Course (WIC) June 9, 2022 at the U.S. Air
Force Weapons School (USAFWS), Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada.

The goal of the WIC is to train students in air, space, and cyber
weapons superiority, as well as tactical combat in support of the
joint force. Loglisci’s training consisted of more than 400 hours of
graduate level academics and more than 60 training events, both
live-fly and in the simulators, and is considered be one of the most
challenging courses an operator can experience in their career.
Read Full Story


https://www.dvidshub.net/news/435922/new-jersey-cavalry-defeats-al-shabaab-attack
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/436074/us-air-force-maj-nicholas-loglisci-graduates-weapons-instructor-school

CWS5 Angle becomes NJ Army National Guard's 9th
Command Chief Warrant Officer

SSG Bruce Daddis | 444th MPAD | January 7, 2023

JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-LAKEHURST, New Jersey - Service
members with the New Jersey National Guard, along with Veterans,
family members, and friends, gathered to bid farewell to Chief
Warrant Officer 5, Frank R. Albanese, Jr., and welcome Chief
Warrant Officer 5, Jeffrey T. Angle as the New Jersey Army National
Guard's 9th State Command Chief Warrant Officer during a change
of responsibility ceremony at the Army Aviation Support Facility,
Jan. 7th, 2023.

The Command Chief Warrant Officer is the senior warrant officer in
the state of New Jersey and serves as the personal advisor to the
Adjutant General, Brig. Gen. Lisa J. Hou and her primary staff on all
issues pertaining to policies, programs, and actions impacting the
warrant officer cohort.

Read Full Story

Machine Gun Training

Top Photo: Soldiers with the New Jersey Army National Guard's B
Troop, 102nd Cavalry Regiment, fire the M2 machine gun on the
zero range at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst on Jan. 6, 2023.


https://www.dvidshub.net/news/436410/angle-becomes-new-jersey-army-national-guards-9th-command-chief-warrant-officer

Bottom Photo: New Jersey National Guard at Fort Dix in 1940.

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses up to $20,000
Student Loan Repayment

NEW JERSEY

ARMY

NATIONAL

GUARD
*

Youth ChalleNGe Graduation

New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy (NJYCA) graduation
ceremony for Class 54 was held at the Trenton War Memorial in
Trenton, New Jersey on Dec. 22, 2022. The guest speakers were
U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Lisa J. Hou, D.O., The Adjutant General of New
Jersey and State Command Sgt. Maj. (Ret.) Earnest Williams,
Director, New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy.

The NJYCA is an alternative education program designed to reclaim
the lives of at-risk 16 to 18 year old youths and produce graduates
with the values, skills, education, and self-discipline necessary to
succeed as adults. The National Guard Youth ChalleNGe Program
was established by Congress in 1993. New Jersey’s first ChalleNGe
class began in September 1994.

View Images


https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720304823900

NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY

DREAM. BELIEVE HIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Now accepting applications

for Class 55 - January 23, 2023,

For More Information:
njyca.org/admissions
@ rpm@dmava.nj.gov

@ (800) 9975587

Burlington County
Supports & Recognizes

ey | & e s RN
Gold Star Familie

Burlington County Clerk
[, GOLD STAR FAMILY MEMBER  _{
). IDENTIFICATION CARD b ¢

Service Member Name
Military Branch

Issued To:

Family Member Name
Address

Town, NJ 00000

Issued: 1011312022 M@i
oanne Schwartz

Signature Burlington County Clerk

Burlington County Gold Star IDs

The Burlington County Clerk’s Office is now issuing Gold Star Family
identification cards to the spouses, domestic partners, civil union
partners and children of military members who died while serving
on active duty with the U.S. Armed Forces.

Learn More


https://njyca.org/
https://www.co.burlington.nj.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1947

NEEDED: Volunteer Veteran Mentors!

abilitatio i
The Cape May County Prosecutors Office operates a Veterans Diversion Program (VDP)
which offers with crimes an to trial and The
program offers Veterans and for mental health, substance abuse and

other issues which may have contributed to their arrest and criminal charges.
Instead of Incarceration, the program helps Veterans with:
Treatment and Rehabilitation

C ity services and

Veterans Affairs counseling and benefits
Mentoring support & coaching

VETERAN MENTORS are a vital part of the program, offering a frontline source of
uidance and support for the participants...and MORE are needed in our community!

LEND A FELLOW VET A
HELPING HAND?

PLEASE CONTACT:

David L. Shutter
SPC-4, US ARMY — LCDR, USNR
VFW-386, Cape May, NJ

FZ#PEE

5

A1

ot

S

Veteran Diversion Program Coordinator &
Cape May County Prosecutors Office 4

b

dshutter@cmcpros.net
609-465-1135

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR
County of Atantic

WILLIAM E. REYNOLDS

Adantic County Prosecutor
4997 Uname Boubevard, Suste 2

ERIK M. BERGMAN
Firat Asesiont Prasior

50

RICHARD E. McKELVEY 4082051800 — Fax 5092007800 PATRICK F. SNYDER
Eovnonie Awisant Prowonie Acting Ditany i of Dectives
MARIO C, FORMICA RAYMOND G. ROYSTER
Chief Counie 1o tie Prosesetar Divector of Canumusity Gartreak
ATTENTT TERAN:

FAMILY MEMBERS and SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

The Atlantie County Prosceutor’s Office Yeterans Diversion
PBrogram is available to certain veterans of the armed services who have
pending non-violent criminal charges i Superior Court.

ACPO 1s secking veterans willing to serve as VOLUNTEER
MENTORS to become trained by the New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs in working with fellow veterans through the diversion
process.

For more mformation, please contact Detective Chris Sourhard ar
southard_c@acpo.org / (609) 209-7963, Detective Hannah Piatt at
piatt_h{@acpo.org/609-909-7839, or Executive Assistant Prosecutor Rick
McKelvey at mekelvey_r@acpo.org / (609) 909-7722.

Defendants who have served and are currently pending criminal
charges in Superior Court should consult with their attormey or visit
https:/ /www.aepo.org/resource-page/55.

NJ State Agencies

Vote For Valor

o Career Connections for Veterans

o Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

« NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License
Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business


https://www.cmcpros.net/resource-page/26
https://www.acpo.org/resource-page/55
https://nj.gov/state/sos-vote-for-valor.shtml
https://careerconnections.nj.gov/careerconnections/plan/foryou/veterans/veteran_services.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military

« Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support

» Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses

« Military and Overseas Voting
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THE NEW JERSEY'’S GOVERNOR
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*
COMMUNITY, EMPLOYER,
ACADEMIA AWARDS

IMPORTANT

| NEWS |

Survivor Benefit Plan
OPEN SEASON

JThe. N
Survivor
Benefit
Plan

The National Defense Authorization Act for
FY 2023 includes a Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)
Open Season. The SBP Open Season began on

Dec. 23, 2022 and ends on Jan. 1, 2024.

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Proposed Open Season
Congress provided for a Survivor Benefit Plan Open Season in the
2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The SBP Open
Season began on December 23, 2022 and ends on January 1, 2024.

The SBP Open Season allows for retirees receiving retired pay,
eligible members, or former members awaiting retired pay who are
currently NOT enrolled in SBP or RCSBP (Reserve Component
Survivor Benefit Plan) to enroll.

The SBP Open Season also allows eligible members and former
members who are currently enrolled in either SBP or RCSBP to
permanently discontinue their SBP coverage.

Learn More

U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs

Schedule Your PACT Act Event


https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/award-grant-charitable-programs/wvov/
https://www.dfas.mil/RetiredMilitary/provide/sbp/SBP-Open-Season-NDAA2023/

If your Veterans Service Office, university/college or community
organization would like to host the VA New Jersey Health Care
System (VANJHCS), they will bring the information, screeners and
staff to you and your Veterans. Contact them at VANJHCSCommsT
eam@va.gov to schedule your PACT Act event.

DEBT MANAGEMENT
Deht datails, payment aptians
and debtar rights

FACILITY LOCATOR

BENEFITS ASSISTANCE
jon about a variety of

800-MyVA411
(800) 698-2411

COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE}
MISSION Act eligibity,

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1 s

1-800-MyVA411

The VA merged the White House Hotline with the department’s toll-
free information line, 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411), on
November 3, 2022, providing Veterans with a single access point
for VA health care, benefits, and services, and for resolving their
concerns.

The White House Hotline launched in 2017 to give Veterans and
their families a direct line to report VA complaints. In 2020, the VA
announced plans to establish 1-800-MyVA411 as the lone access
point to all VA contact centers. MyVA411 launched later that year
and has remained VA's main call center for incoming calls,
significantly outpacing hotline calls since its launch.

The White House hotline was staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a

year, by live agents. Callers to 1-800-MyVA411 also can connect
with a live agent at any time, any day, by pressing “9.”

#the

ITREP

eBenefits Shortcut & MyHealtheVet

In this episode of theSITREP, the hosts discuss a new option for
Veterans with regard to eBenefits and MyHealtheVet. Please refer
to https://news.va.gov/.../va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/ for
additional information, or search "VA: Health and Benefits" in the
Apple App Store or Google Play Store.

To watch the short video please go to #theSITREP.


mailto:VANJHCSCommsTeam@va.gov
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://youtu.be/6VLyPCMCviE

GOLD STAR

sveeran  ~ AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL

The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass

CMILITARY >,

LIFETIME

Denall NP&P
Jacob W. Frank

New National Parks Pass

A new lifetime pass for National Parks and Federal Recreation
Lands, called America the Beautiful.

This new lifetime pass for Gold Star Families & Veterans is being
offered to demonstrate the country's immense gratitude and
respect for those who have served and defended our country.

The Interagency Military Pass has been part of the America the
Beautiful — The National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands
Pass Series since 2012. On December 27, 2021, President Biden
signed into law S. 1605 “The National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2022" (NDAA). Section 641 of the NDAA makes Gold
Star families and Veterans eligible for lifetime passes to federal
recreational lands.

Learn More at VA News

WVALife

Veterans Affairs Life Insurance

Veterans Affairs Life Insurance (VALife) provides guaranteed
acceptance whole life coverage of up to $40,000 to Veterans with
service-connected disabilities. Lesser amounts are available in
increments of $10,000. Under this plan, the elected coverage takes
effect two years after enrollment as long as premiums are paid
during the two-year period.

All Veterans age 80 or under with a VA disability rating of 0 to 100%
are eligible for the VALife program and have no time limit to apply.
Learn More


https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-national-parks/
https://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/valife.asp

. The Women
\ Veterans (all
7 Centeris your

guide to VA.

*

[BCALL [E)TEXT [S)CHAT ONLINE

855-829-6636

WE ARE OPEN

Weekdays: Saturday:
8:00 am-10:00 pm ET 8:00 am-6:30 pm ET

Featured Links

» Download VA Benefit Letters

Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

VA and FCC make it easier for Veterans to get internet access

13 places that offer free wills or trusts for Veterans

Fast facts about new toxic exposure screening for Veterans

Simplifying the Post-9/11 G.1. Bill application process

Free legal services for Veterans, service members

VA Health and Benefits Mobile App - six essential facts

« Women Veterans Call Center

Preserve Your Loved Ones Story with Veterans Legacy Memorial

Million Veteran Program

#VetResources

Subscribe to #VetResources to receive a weekly
newsletter from the VA for Veterans, their
families, caregivers, and survivors.

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT


https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp
https://www.va.gov/records/download-va-letters/
https://news.va.gov/113338/podcasts-veterans-issues-important-messages/
https://news.va.gov/111265/va-fcc-easier-veterans-get-internet
https://news.va.gov/111089/13-places-free-wills-trusts-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/110809/fast-facts-toxic-exposure-screening/
https://news.va.gov/110145/simplifying-post-9-11-g-i-bill-application/
https://news.va.gov/109137/free-legal-services-for-veterans/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/

Woods-N-Water

The patriotic folks at Woods-N-Water hosted an outing for the
residents at the New Jersey Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland.
Together with Texas Roadhouse in Millville, they held a luncheon for
12 residents from the Memorial Home, as well as three invited
Veterans. Texas Roadhouse marketer, Monica Headley, was an
outstanding host and went out of her way to accommodate
everyone. View Facebook Post.

Thank you from all of us at DMAVA!

\WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

VFW PACT Act Website

The VFW has launched its new PACT Act website! Check
out pactactinfo.org to quickly determine whether you may be
eligible for PACT Act benefits and compensation.


https://woodsnwater.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/vineland/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.477351454567267&type=3
https://pactactinfo.org/
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SERVICES INCLUDE:

* Vaterans Emergency and AtRisk
Housing

* Addiction Detox and Treatment

= Mental Health/Medical Services

* Medicaid (Hospital (Prescription Drugs)

* Case Management of Comprehensive
Veterans' Services

& SNAP(food stamps)General Assistance

= IDfDriver's License/DD214 Applications

* BusTickets/Iransportation

= Housing Referrals

« Employment Training and Placement

* Work with Allied Veterans to
coordinate New Jersey and VA benefits

# MNJRC refers Veterans to VA Medical
Centers and Behavioral Health Clinics

® MJRC partners with National
Veterans Legal Services Program

= MNJRC helps Veterans with upgrades of
less than honorable discharge status
and other legal needs

“OUR VEi’ERANS HAYE SERVED THE NATION,
LET US NOW SERVE OUR VETERANS" - NJRC

For more information, please contact
Sharon McGreevey
201.252.7641

APPLICATIONS -°q

If you are a veteran or a first
responder suffering from
PTSD and in need of an
emotional support dog,
please apply today or contact
us for more information
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Families open hearts and homes to Coast Guard recruits
on Christmas
Christopher Doyle | Press of Atlantic City | December 25, 2022


https://www.njreentry.org/
https://operationk9beethoven.com/application

The Red Cross held its 41st annual Operation Fireside on Sunday.

The event has families from the Cape May area open their homes to
recruits from the Coast Guard Training Center in Cape May so that
they would have a warm, comfortable place to celebrate Christmas.

Coast Guard Capt. Warren Judge said the event was meant to help
recruits who are missing their families during Christmastime while
helping instill important values and a connection with the
community.

“It brings the significance of family and community values all
together,” Judge said. “Being away from their families, | know it's
tough for (the recruits), however having the family from the Cape
May County communities come in and want to participate in
Operation Fireside, it gives them a sense of home values
throughout this holiday season.”

Read Full Story

NEVER FORGET

In Honor of all those from New Jersey who gave
their lives in the fight against terrorism during
Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. In
humble gratitude, we remember their sacrifice.

January 11, 2008
Operation Iraqgi Freedom
LCpl Curtis A.
Christensen Jr.
U.S. Marine Corps
Collingswood, New Jersey

January 12,2011
Operation Enduring Freedom

SPC Benjamin Moore

U.S. Army
Robbinsville, New Jersey

January 14,2010
Operation Enduring Freedom
SGT Christopher R.
Hrbek

U.S. Marine Corps
Westwood, New Jersey

January 16, 2005
Operation Iraqgi Freedom
SPC Alain L.
Kamolvathin

U.S. Army
Blairstown, New Jersey

January 19,2012
Operation Enduring Freedom

Cpl Kevin J. Reinhard

U.S. Marine Corps
Colonia, New Jersey

January 23,2010
Operation Enduring Freedom
LCpl Jeremy M. Kane

U.S. Marine Corps
Cherry Hill, New Jersey

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an
instant at the height of their fortune, they passed away
from the scene, not of their fear, but of their glory."
~ Pericles


https://pressofatlanticcity.com/news/local/families-open-hearts-and-homes-to-coast-guard-recruits-on-christmas/article_d9a93e08-84ae-11ed-aaf0-6fd723066525.html

Mark Otto

Panama / Desert Storm

John Chlapowski

Vietnam / Desert Storm

January 14, 1836

Hugh Judson Kilpatrick, Civil War
cavalry commander and postwar
politician, was born near
Deckertown in Sussex County.
Kilpatrick, a West Point graduate
who gained the nickname “Kill
Cavalry” due to his recklessness
during the Civil War, was involved
in a number of controversial
incidents as a soldier and postwar
politician. He died of chronic
nephritis on December 2, 1881
while serving as Minister to Chile.

January 15, 1961

Twenty-eight men, US Air Force
and civilian personnel, were killed
after the collapse of Texas Tower
#4, a massive radar installation in
the Atlantic Ocean seventy-five
miles off the New Jersey coast, in
a winter storm. The tower, one of
three similar structures named for

January 15, 1865

At the Second Battle of Fort Fisher,
North Carolina, nineteen- year-old
US Marine Corps Corporal Andrew
J. Tomlin of the Goshen section of
Middle Township, Cape May County,
inspired his men to hold the line
against a Confederate attack and
rescued a fellow Marine who was
wounded and under heavy fire. He
was awarded the Model of Honor
for his heroic conduct.

January 15, 1942

The British oil tanker Coimbra was
sunk by a German submarine 100
miles east of Sandy Hook and
twenty-eight miles south of Long
Island, signaling the arrival of World
War Il to New Jersey waters. The
tanker was sailing unescorted, with
its lights on, and was hit at 1:40 AM.
Of the forty-six man crew, ten


https://njmilitiamuseum.org/mark-otto
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/john-chlapowski
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/
https://njmilitiamuseum.org/oralhistory

their resemblance to Gulf of survived.

Mexico oil rigs, was designed to

provide early warning of a Soviet January 19, 1932
air attack so that Nike Hercules
antiaircraft missiles could
respond. Dubbed “Old Shaky” by
the men who worked aboard it
because of its tendency to shift in
the ever-moving ocean, the
structure was built on three pilings
in 185 feet of water. Following the
disaster the remaining towers
were decommissioned.

When A. Harry Moore was
inaugurated for his second term as
governor of New Jersey before a
crowd of thousands in Trenton. His
honor guard escort was Newark’s
Essex Troop, the founding unit of
the 102nd Cavalry.

RevolutionNJ

1776 » 2026 | ENGAGE THE PAST. SHAPE THE FUTURE.

RevolutionNJ's New Website

The RevolutionNJ website is now active! It launched on November
30th and will continue to add information and photos over time. The
website will be the location for all things related to RevolutionNJ
around the state. Check out the new website!

We need 5 W
help with: I L

« Historical Interpretation ; I

« Archiving TO REGISTER: SCAN BELOW

« Record Keeping
= Guest Relations
« Gardening
= Education

* Research
JOIN US!
BE A PART OF A ONCE-IN-A-
GENERATION COMMEMORATION FOR
THE 250TH FOUNDING OF AMERICA

®908-783-7836

MORE INFORMATION



https://www.revnj.org/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0cN2UAI4n0uzauCkG9ZCpxF9yj2yYdJPowRppIGXDHNUQ0oyM1hRNEQyWEFCN0JBWTBKTjBJSlZJWS4u

NEW JERSEY STUDIES

An Interdisciplinary Journal

New Jersey Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal is a
project of the New Jersey Historical
Commission, Rutgers University Libraries, and
Monmouth University.

The Journal publishes original scholarship on all
aspects of NJ studies, including military history.

NJ Service Medals

Since 2005, more than 59,260 state awards, to include 37,564 New
Jersey Distinguished Service Medals, 4,815 New Jersey Meritorious
Service Medals, 965 New Jersey Korean Service Medals, 12,421
New Jersey Vietnam Service Medals and 90 New Jersey POW-MIA
Service Medals, 355 New Jersey Global War on Terrorism Medals,
22 New Jersey Desert Storm Medals and 14 New Jersey
Commendation Medals have been awarded. The awards have been
presented at more than 658 ceremonies statewide. (Data current as
of 28 February 2022).

The New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal — New Jersey’s
highest service award — was originally issued in 1858 for those who
had distinguished themselves in the New Jersey Militia, but was
used infrequently until it was re-authorized in 1988.

3


https://njs.libraries.rutgers.edu/index.php/njs/issue/archive
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/

SSG Christopher Petrizzo

Staff Sergeant Christopher Petrizzo, of 2nd Battalion, 113th Infantry
Regiment, New Jersey Army National Guard, receives a challenge
coin from Brig. Gen. Tim Coakley, Director of the Joint Staff, New
Jersey National Guard, in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, Jan. 3, 2023.
The coin was awarded in recognition of SSG Petrizzo’s work
conducted throughout Monmouth and Ocean Counties while
serving on the Counter-Drug Task Force (CDTF).

SSG Petrizzo has served as a Civil Operator with the CDTF since
2017. In this role, he assists community-based organizations with
drug prevention and education as a part of the Drug Demand
Reduction Outreach section.

Throughout 2022, SSG Petrizzo assisted in organizing and
developing a new strategic plan for the Prevention Coalition of
Monmouth County. Meanwhile, in support of DART Coalition of
Ocean County, he created a map of faith based locations which was
used in their grant packet that helped the coalition receive funding
for their prevention efforts.

The mission continues for SSG Petrizzo, as he assists the
Monmouth and Ocean County coalitions in mapping, facilitation,
resource identification, and data analysis in drug prevention efforts
within their communities and throughout the state.

RETIREE SPOTLIGHT

Kathy McGuinn

Kathy McGuinn celebrated her retirement with her colleague, Jill
Priar, and the rest of the Construction & Facilities Management
Office (CFMO) on December 21, 2022.

Kathy started working for DMAVA as a clerk typist in 1994. She
began working for the Fiscal Division in 1995 then later that year
moved to Installations which ultimately became CFMO.


https://www.nj.gov/military/guard/joint-staff/counterdrug/

Her list of achievements and contributions to the department is too
lengthy to enumerate.

Congratulations and Thank You, Kathy! We trust that you will spend
your retirement with your beloved family, furry friends, and cheering
for your Midshipmen, Eagles and Phillies.

Joseph Bucco

Joe Bucco is retiring from the New Jersey Department of Military
and Veterans Affairs after 21 years of dedicated service.

Joe started as a Provisional Veterans Service Officer (VSO) 3 on
November 27th, 2001, working to the position of VSO 2 in 2004, and
ultimately to a VSO 1 in 2014. Joe worked tirelessly throughout his
career as the ultimate professional, thus ensuring that our Veterans
received the benefits to which they were entitled.

Joe, you have had a remarkable career, truly exemplifying what a
Veterans Service Officer is and does. You have impacted countless
lives, never ceasing to help Veterans.

You will be missed, not only by your DMAVA family, but also by the
countless number of Veterans and their families to whom you have

provided guidance and assistance.

May happiness, contentment, and good health be yours always.
Congratulations on your well-earned and well-deserved retirement!

DMAVA QUICK LINKS

Veterans Service Offices


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

/ STATE BF NEW. JERSEY..
EPARTMENT OF MILITARY
ANDVETERANS AFFAIRS

Request Military Records

Military Funeral Honors Doyle Veterans Cemetery

" A Resource Guide Nicw Jcuesery
for New Jersey’s VEETEMNSE

/| military, PR CFITS

| Veterans

and Families - Quipe
=S

UARDLIEE

. Department
of Veterans Affairs

for Veterans,
Dependents and
Survivors


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/request-military-records/
https://www.nj.gov/military/support/family-programs/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/awards/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/funeral-honors/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/civic-engagement/guardlife/
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://www.nj.gov/military/

We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with
nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating
access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program
management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our

military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Stay updated on job openings by subscribing to our Jobs Bulletin.

We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both

educational and engaging. If you have questions about our

department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

I

We welcome feedback and comments from the public regarding
the newsletter. If you would like to contribute with an item of
interest to our subscribers, please email us your
proposal. Contact the newsletter team at
outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

To view previous editions of our newsletter, please visit
the DMAVA archives.

Forward to a friend


https://dmava.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/archives/

nj.gov/military
NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggert Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part
of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.
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