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To rae PEOPL E or
AMER I1.C A,

N © Rivington's New-Tork Gazette,” of De-
cember 6, is a publication, under the appear-
ance of a letter from London, dated September
goth; and is on a fubjed which demands the
g8 attention of the United States.

The publick will remember, that a treaty of com-
merce between the United States and England was
{et on foot laft fpring, and that until the faid treaty
<ould be completed, a bill was brought into the Bri-
tith Parliament, by the then chancellor of the exche-
quer, Mr. Pitt, to admit and legalize (as the cale then
required) the commerce of the United States into the
Britith ports and dominions. But neither the one nor
the other has been completed. The commercial
treaty is either broken off, or remains as it began ; and
the bill in parliament has been thrown afide, and in
lieu thereof, a felfith fyftem of Englifh politicks has
ftarted up, calculated to fetter the commerce of Ame-
rica, by engroffing to England the carrying trade of
the American produce to the Weft-India Iflands.

Among the advocates for this laft meafure, is lord
Sheflield, a member of the Britith Parliament, who
has publithed a pamphlet, intitled, « Obfervations on
she Commerce of the American States.” The pam-
phlet has two objects ; the one is, to allure the Ame-
sicans to purchafe Briti/h manufactures; and the other,
1o {pirit up the Britith Parliament to prohibit the ci-
zizens of the United States from trading to the Weft-
India Iflands.

Viewed in this light, the pampblet, though in fome
parts dextrioufly written, is an abfurdity : It offends,
in the very act of endeavouring to ingratiate ; and his
lordfhip, as a politician, ought not to have fuffered
the two objeéts to have appeared together. fhe let-
ter alluded to contains extralls from the pamphlet,
with high encomiums on lord Sheffield, for labori-
oufly endeavouring (as the letter fliles it) « to fhew
the mighty advantages of retaining the carrying
trade.” ‘

Since the publication of this pamphlet in England,
the commerce of the United States to the Weft-In-
dies, in American veflels, has been probhibited ; and
all intercourfe, except in Britifh bottoms, the property
of, and navigated by Britifh fubjects, cut off.

That a country has a right to be as foolith as it
pleafes, has been proved by the practice of England
for many years paft : In her ifland-fituation, {e.q_uef-
tered from the world, fhe forgets that her whilpers
are heard by other nations ; and in her plans of poli-
ticks and commerce, fhe feems not to know, that

ether votes are neceffary befides her own. America

would be equally as foolith as Britain, were fhe to {uf-
fer fo great a degradation on her flag, and fuch a
firoke on the freedom of her commerce, to pafs with-
out 2 balance. v i

We admit the right of any nation to prohibit the
commerce of another into its own dominions, wher_e
there are no treaties to the contrary ; but as this
right belongs to one fide, as well as to the;o.ther,
there is always a way left to bring avarice and info-

nce to reafon. \
) lc;lt the ground of fecurity which lord Sheffield
has chofen to ere& his policy upon, is of a nature
which ought, and I think muft awaken, in every Ame-
rican, a juft and ftrong fenfe of national dignity.—
Lord Sheffield appears to be fenfible that in advifing
the Britith nation and parliament to engrofs to them-
felves fo great a part of the carrying trade of Ameri-
ca, ke is attempting a meafure which cannot fucccec.i,
if the politicks of the United States be properly di-
re&ted to counteract the affumption. 5

But, fays he, in his pamphlet, < ft will be a Jong

s¢ time before the American States can be brought
s to gl as a Nation, neither are they to be feared
“ a5 fuch by us.” ;
W{at is this more or lefs than to tell us, that w.h'lle
we have no national fyftem of commerce, the Britifh
will govern our trade by their own laws and procla-

mations as they pleafe. The quotation difclofes a
truth too ferious to be ovetlooked, and too mifchicy-
ous not to be remedied. ‘

Among other circumftances which led them to this
difcovery, none could operate fo effe@ually as the
injudicious, uncandid, and indecent oppofition made
by fundry perfons in a certain ftate, to the recommen-
dations of Congrefs laft winter, for an import duty
of five per cent. It could not but explain to the Bri-
tith a weaknefs in the national power of America, and
encourage them to attempt reftri¢tions on her trade,
which otherwife they would not have dared to hazard.
Neither is there any flate in the union, whofe policy
was more mif-directed to its intereft than the ftate I
allude to, becaufe her principal fupport is the earrying
trade, which Britain, induced by the want of a well-
centured power in the United States to protec and
fecure, is now attempting to take away. [t fortu-
sately happened (aud to no ftate in the usion more
than the ftate in queftion) that the terms of peace were
agreed on before the oppofition appeared, otherwife
there needs not a doubt, that if the fame idea of the
diminifhed authority of America bad occurred to them
at that time as has occurred to them fince, but they
would have made the fame grafp at ti.@ fifheries, as
they have done at the carrying trade.

Lt is furprizing, that an authority which can be
fupported with {o much eafe, and fo lictle expence,
and capable of fuch extenfive advantages to the coun-
try, thould be cavilled at by thofe whofe duty it is to
watch over it, and whofe exiftence, as a people, de-
pends upon it. But this, perhaps, will ever be the
cale, till fome misfortune awaken us into reafon, and
the inflance now before us is but a gentle beginning
of what America muft expe, unlefs fhe guards her
union with nicer care and ftricter honour. United
fhe is formidable, and that with the leaft poffible
charge a nation can be fo: Separated, fhe is a medley
of individual nothings, fubje to the fport of foreign
nations.

It is very probable, that the ingenuity of commerce
may have found out a method to evade and fuper-
cede the intentions of the Rritith in interdicting the
trade with the Weft-Tndia [flands. The language of
both being the fame, and their cuftoms well under-
fteod, the veflels of one country may, by deception,
pafs for thole of another.  But this would be a prac-
tice too debafing for a fovereign people to ftoop to,
and too profligite not to be difcountenanced. An il-
licit trade, under any ﬂw,pe it can be ’placed, cannot
be carried on without a violation of truth. America
is now Sovereign and Independent, and ought to a&
ail her affairs in a regular ftile of character. She has
the fame right to fay that no Britith veffel fhall enter
her ports, or that no Britith manufa&ures fhall be im-
ported but in American bottoms, the property of, and
navigated by American fubjedts, as Britain has to fay
the fame thing refpecting the Weft-Indies. Or fhe
may lay a duty of ten, fifteen, or twenty fhillings per
ton (exclufive of other duties) on every Britifh veffel
coming from any port of the Weft-Indies where fhe
is not admitted to trade, the faid tonnage to conti-
nue as long on her fide as the prohibition continues
on the other.

But it is only by acing in union, that the ufurpa-
tions of foreign nations on the freedom of trade can
be counteracted, and fecurity extended to the com-
merce of America. And when we view a flag, which
to the eye is beautiful, and to contemplate its rife and
origin, infpires a fenfation of fublime delight, our na-
tional honour muft unite with our intereft to prevent
injury to the one, or infult to the other.

COMMON SENSE.

New-York, December 9, 1783.

\Forelgn Intelhgence.

BiR U NS W I C K Junes.

According to the publick prints, the 960 Heflian
recruits, which were enlifted to complete the regi-
ments in America, are given to his Pruffian Majetty.
The above corps was to have marched from Ziegen-
hayn for Lipftatt, on the 1gth ult, under an efcorte
of dragoons and huflars.

BOTL ANTD June 4.

A very {mart engagement between a body of Ruf-
fians, under Prince Potemkin, and a body of Tar-
tars, happened on the Cubanian Tartary, in which
the latter, being more nunierous than the Ruffians,
received little advantage over them,

Extralt of a lettor from Silefia, Fune 3.

* On the 28th ult. at four o’clock in the after-
noon, the town of Glacow was vifited with a moft
terrible thundergutt and rain, attended with hail ag
large as pidgeon eggs, which knocked down trees, da-
maged all the grain in the fields, a number of horned
cattle and fheep were drowned in the ftables, and the
inhabitants obliged to retire from their lower apart-
ments to the garrets. In the vicinity of Hirfhberg
it was not lefs violent—the lightning firuck the hotel
of the Count of Shaffgotch, at the time his Lordfhip
and houfehold were at dinner, which broke the roof,
damaged feveral chambers, alfo the one in which the
company were aflembled, but not one perfon hurt.”

O F F E N, (Hungary) June 4
On the 1t inft. the two artillery companies, which
were quartered at this place and Raizenftat, embarked
for Eileck, in Sclavonia.

LEGHORN,June4..
An armed veflel, from Naples, has taken two Al-

gierenian xebecs, after a moft defperate and bloody
engagement. '

P A R T 55 June 6.

A court-martial was lately held “at S, Domingo,
at.which four failors were tried, and found gnilty of
treachery to their country. Sentence of death was
paffed on them before the court adjourred.

HAMBURGH, June 6.

Yefterday afternoon, about three o’clock, feveral
thundergufts appeared in our horizon, which broke
out about four. Such hard claps of thunder, .and
great raims, have not been remembered by the oldeft
people here.

Auguft 10.  According to letters from Saxony, a
plan'is forming there for opening a trade direétly with
North-America. This commerce will be directed by
a company, whofe fund will amount to 25,000 rix
dollars, divided into 500 fhares, of 500 1ix dollars
cach. They will make three payments; as foon as
the firft depofitis completed, the firft expedition will
commence ; immediately after its departure a fecond
depofic will be made for the expence of the fecond
expedition, which will depart as foon as ready ; but
this will be fufpended till the return of the firfk fhip.
The company will be diffolved if the firft voyage be
unproficable. It is affured that the Ele@or will take
on his own account 150 fhares.

ROTTERDAM, June 4.

On the 3d inftant the fhip Rotterdam, of 6o gung,
was launched in prefence of his Serene Highnefs the
Prince Stadtholder, his confort and children, who
afterwards dined at the admiralty-houfe, and returned
to their {ummer-feat in the evening,

Lol SE BO W, June 8,
Intelligence being received here, that a banditti of
robbers had affembled at Eftramadura, and murdered
a number of people, a detachment of our foldiers was
fent off, in order to put a {top to this inhumanity. A
detachment of Spanifh troops was alfo fent oft, for
the purpofe of apprehending the above villains.

CONSTANTINOPLE,J'UHCIO.

A fmall fquadron has failed to the Archipelago, in
order to gather the ufual tribute at that place. The
above fquadron is commanded by Kiaya-Bey, or Vice-
Adumiral, as the Caprain Bacha’s attendance at this
capital is of more confequence ;" the people putting
their whole dependence on him.

Auguft 11. All the Pachas on the frontiers have
orders to entrench themfelves in the ftrongeft manner,
and pat the fortreffes under their command in the beft
ftare of defence poffible. 'The accounts from Crimea
mention, that the Ruffians are ftrongly entrenched
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there, and that 50,000 Tartars are ready to fecond
their operations. '

"It is faid that our miniftry have requefted the court
of France to let them have fome men of war, offering
1,500,000 livres Tournois for every firft rate fhip

. eompletely manped.

Anguft 29. The fublime Porte, it is {aid, encreafes

its efforts for defence fo much the more, and even fo

as to a& offenfively, being informed that Ruflia, now
in pofleffion of Crimea, defigns to unite the Black Sea
with that of the Cafpian, by means of the Tanais or
Don, the Wolga, and a canal which is to join the
Yatter river with the Newa.

A Del 7,  June r1o.

A veflel is juft arrived from the Eaft-Indies, with
accounts, that admiral Hughes had loft three thips of
the line ; and that M. de Suffrein had taken forty-fe-
ven of his traniports.

G E N Qe A, June 14
Laft Monday a veffel arrived here from England,
with cloths and other goods, which has occafioned
great joy, as no veflel from that place, laden with
the above articles, has been feen here for three years
patt. v ‘

: N AP 1. E 8 Tune s
The accodnts from Meffina and Calabria feem more
favourable than heretofore. The earthquakes decreafe
daily, and the inhabitants are no more hindered to
repair their loffes which they heretofore fuftained by
them.

S’I‘OCKHOLM,I June 16.

A courier who arrived here from Finnland, has
brought the difagreeable intelligence, that on the 12th
inftant his Majefty had the misfortune to break his
left arm, by a fall from his horfe, who was frightened
by the firing of cannon at Tawaftehus. The phyfici-
ans have declared, that his Majefty will be able to
leave his room in nine days; and at the departure
of the courier from Tawaitehus, on the 13th, his
Majelty honoured the company” with his prefence at
dinner,

Extradl of a letter from a gentleman in Tranfylva-
zia, 1o his friend bere, dated May 12.

¢ As my bufinefs has kept me at Bukareft fince the
goth of March laft, 1 have not only feen the Turks
purchafe a great number of horfes, but have feen or-
ders iffued for each diftriét belonging to'the Porte, to
procure a number of them as foon as poffible. The
diftriéts of Kampelonger and Rimnicker found twenty
elegant horfes each. In the great and litele Wallachia
all the labourers or Szarahvies are employed in forti-
fying Orthova. A grear number of teams have been
fent to Conftantinople from this province.”

B R E S T, Jue 1y

At four o’clock this afternoon we had the pleafurev

of feeing the arrival of the Marquis de Vaudreuil,
with his fquadron, in this harbour. The fhips, under
his command, are, Northumberland, Brave, Duke of
Bourgogne, Neptune, Citoyen, Pluto, Hercules, one
frigate, and a fmall armed veffel.  On board of thefe

fhips were the regiments of Bourbonnois, Xaintong,

and Royal Deux Ponts, who lately ferved in Ameri-
ca, with a number of general officers, among which
were the Baron de Viominil, and Prince Broglio.

LLOW DR B RE Julyg,

A letter from Lubeck, dated June 29, has the fol-
lowing : Yefterday morning a duel was fought .be-
“tween Baron Wedel and Count Ranzau, at Herren-
burgh, in Mecklenburgh-Strelitz.  As the time and
place appointed was publickly known, a great number
of the inhabitants appeared. A half an hour was
fpent in the choice of arms, Baron Wedel, not be-
ing ufed to piftols, preferred a fword. Count Ran-
zau infifted, that the matter fhould be determined
with balls ; to which the Baron at [aft gave way, and
the diftance of eight yards was meafured. They
agreed, that the one who came to the mark firft,
fhould have the preference of the firft fire. This was
Ranzau. He fhot, and mifled, Wedel thot, and mif-
fed likewife. Other piftols were got, and Ranzau
fhot Wedel in the lower part of the belly. As he fell,
Ranzau and his fecond mounted their horfes, in or-
der to pufth off.  The farmers that were, by order,
affembled, attempted to hinder them from making
their efcape ; buat with the affiftance of their fwords,
they cleared the way before them, and were foon
out of the farmers” reach. Count Ranzau loft his hat
in the flight. The farmers took the wounded Baron,
and carried him into a houfe. : His wound was bound
up, and he put in a waggon,
here, and flept very well. By the fhaking of the
waggon the ball fell out of his wound, and he is now
in a fair way to recover.

S M Y R N A, Ausuft 18,
The plague is much abated in our environs; the
fogs are diffipated, and we begin to enjoy a pure and
{erene air,

Lait night he arrived:

ELSINETUR, September 5.

The officers of the cuftoms at Riga having de-
manded of fix Freach fhips arrived there, the duty
for the timber they had on board, the Frf:nch Con-
ful refufed to pay it, alleging they were fhips of war,
and in confequence exempted from all duties.

V I E N N A, September 7.
Canteens are almoft among the laft military prepa-
rations, and the troops are never furnithed thh. them
till they are very near taking the field. Our tinmen
are all now at work on them, which feems to ‘indi-
cate an approaching war.

R (0] M < E; September 26.
The great bell of St. Peter’s being broke to pieces,
in order to be new caft, the metal of it has been
weighed, and found to amount to 21,244lb. and a
half; 4o00lb. of metal is to be added to it

L ON D O N, September 19.

The accounts from Cadiz fay, that the Spanith
armament againft Algiers had deftroyed fix corfairs,
which had taken flielter under the guns of the great
battery in that harbour, and that four row-gallies,
full of men, had been captured by the rear of the
Spanifh fleet, on board of which was the nephew of
the prefent Dey,” who died of his wounds two days
after the engagement.

Sept. 27. By the cuftem-houfe books of Belfaft it
appears, that from the 25th of Januaiy to the 3d of
June laft, there were exported, by the merchants of
that town, to America and the Weft-Indies, 11,649
pieces, 310,672 yards of linen cloth, '

There are 42,000 fuits of clothing fhipped from

~ Toulon, for the ufe of the Turkifh army. There are

alfo in the above port 14 fail of the line, ready to
put to fea on the fhorteft notice. ;

We alfo hear, that on the arrival of Don Solana,
he was put in confinement, for having mifapp.lied for-
ty-five millions of hard dollars ; and that all the fleet
which arrived from the Havanna, are fent to Ferol,
to be coppered. ‘There are alfo kept in readinefs
8ooo men, *« embark for Naples, at the thorteft no-
tice. :

The mail from France, which arrived yefterday,
brings pothing new. The following account of the
experiment made at Verfailles on the 1gth inftant,
upon the air balloon, or arcoftatic globe, we extraét
from a private letter, dated Paris, September zo0.

¢« Yeiterday was tried, according to appointment,
the experiment of the arcoftatic globe. 1 he greateft
concourfe of people affembled early, in the firt court
of the palace at Verfailles. A fire-pot was let off
to inform the fpe&ators of the time when the air was
about to be introduced into the globe ; a fecond fire-
pot announced its being filled up, which was done
under the direftion of M. de Mongolfier, and lafted
about ten minutes ; when a third fire-pot gave notice
of the cords which tied down the globe being cut off,
it inftantly flew up in the air, and by its prodigious
fize firuck every beholder with admiration. o its
inferior part a wicker baflket was faftened, containing
a fheep, a duck, and a cock. The elevation of the
globe eftimated at about 200 fathoms, By the im-
pulfe of a brifk fouth-weft wind, it took its courfe
horizontally, which laited twenty-feven feconds, when
it gradually declined towards the earth, and at laft
fell in the foreft of Vaucreflon, at a place called
Carefour Marechal, half a league diftant from the
place of its departure, Monf Filatre de Rozies was
the firft who arrived at the place, and found the bal-
loon feparated from the bafket by fome felled wood
that lay on the ground. The fheep was feeding qui-
etly, nor were the cock or duck any way hurt by the
@rial exclufion. A barometer, which had been placed
above the bafket, was overturned, but not in the leaft

2

“fractured. Ifany further derail fhould appear on this

fubje®, you may expect to hear again from me.”

Oct. 2. 'The following regiments, it is faid, are
under immediate erders for Ireland, viz. the 6th,
1oth, 13th, 16th, 214, 26th, 47th, 48th, gidt, 61ft,
65th, and the firft battalion of Royals.

Government have wrote off to the Mayor of Wa-
terford, directing him to prepare, with all expedition,
five complete houfes for the reception of fome Ge-
noefe families, who are hourly expeéted to arrive in
that kingdom, among whom is the virtuous, but long
fuftering Mr. Melly, who ftruggled fo indefatigably
in the caufe of liberty, and whofe miraculous efcape
from confinement, has given the fincereft pleafure to
every virtuous mind.

0é. 4. Itis calculated at Lloyd’s, that the mer-
chants of London alone, have fuffered to the amount
of half a million fterling by the evacuation of Geor-

gia and Charleftown.

The American Refident at Madrid complains much
to a friend 'in London, of the diffant formality of
Spanifh proceedings; hinting, at the fame time, that
the jealoufies of that court, in confequence of the in-
dependency of the new ftates, occafioned an extraor-
dinary tardinefs in complying with all their commer-
cial requifitions.

»idts tranfit, which feemed to continue about fo

The French for fome time paft have been fending
over cloths to America of & fuperior manufa@ure, in
order, if poflible, to engrofs a larger fhare of that
trade to themfelves; this muft furnith an hint to our

merly been the cafe, by fending a damaged and infe-
rior commodity.

They write from Lifbon, that fome brafs cannon
were preparing to be fent as a prefent to the Dey of
Algiers. ;

tew orders have yet been received from South-Ca-
rolina, where the animolfity of the inhabitants towards
the mother country feems rather to have encreafed

fince the peace than fubfided. :

" Advices from Paris, dated September 30, ftate,
that the Comte de Vergennes has fent an official inti-
mation, on the part of his Moft Chriftian Majefty, to
the ambafludors of the United States; refiding in Pa-
ris, ““That his Majefty is ready to {urrender to the
Republick zll the poffeflions that his forces have re-
conquered from the Englifh, in the courfe of the late
war, without exatting any compenfation or indemnity
whatever ; and his Majefty entreats their High Migh-
tinefles to give the neceflary orders for receiving from
his officers the reftitution of all the poffeffions coming
under the defcription alluded to.”

Extract of a letter from Utrechs, September 2054

¢ Itis reported, that the Republick of Venjce has
concluded with the Emprefs of Rufiia a treaty offen-
five and defenfive, for 20 yeays, according to which
the Venetians are to fit cut ten fhips of the line, and
a proportionate number of frigates and gallies, which
are to join the Rufiian {quadrons againft the Turks,
They add, that the republick of Venice emgages her-
felf, moreover, by that treaty, to receive into her
ports the Ruflian fhips of war, and give them every
neceflary afliftance ; and that the Emprefs of Ruffia
engages, on her fide, to put the Venetiuns in pofleffi-
on of Dalmatia, and all the iflands thereunto belong-
ing. T he little Republick of Ragufa, in the Gulph
of Venice, will alone remain independent as before.”

Extral® of a letter from Hamburgh, September 28.

“ In the midit of the local tranquility we enjoy,
and the happinels of our citizens, in feeing their rrade
flourifh, the predictions of politicians, grounded on
the formidable preparations ‘making on every fide,
come to difturb the momentary fatisfaction we en-
joyed fince the retarn of peace, Every thing an-
nounces, they fay, a general confiagration in Eu-
rope.”

[o—

SEPTEMBER 26.

The policy of the French Cabinet muft appear ina
fuperior point of view, when the effz@ls of it, during
the laft feven years, are confidered with a proper de-
gree of attention. By the fecret overtures made to the
Americans, at the beginning of the war, the French
Miniftry eftectually fupported the conteft, which muft
otherwife have been ciufhed at the outfet, By their
fubfequent affiftance, and open declaration in their
favour, they almoft exhaufted the blood and treafure
of this country ; and by their influence in procuring
American Independence, they have fevered us from
a wa&t of dominions, more than ten times as lauge
as our oniginal feat of empire; and what is ftill worle,
deprived us of more than three fourths of that trade
on which the prefent falvation, and future welfare of
the country, muft depend. Add to this, they have
improved the difcipline and frength of their navy, to
an higher degree than it had reached in the reign of
Louis the Fourteenth ; and in fpite of the defeat and
difgrace they futtained on the 12th of April, they
have finifhed the war with {uch a force, as added to
that of Spain, left the Houfe of Bourbon a decided
{uperiority over every other naval power in Europe.
If we confider their conduc refpecting the Dutch, we

an ancient ally, who was concerned with us in fup-
porting the proteftant intereft of Europe; have found
occafion to create a malignant enmity in that quarter,
and induced them to put their marine on {o formidable
a footing, as to excite conftant jealoufies and alarms
in this country. In the Eaft-Indies they have f{up-
ported Hyder Ally and the Mahrattas, to the great
injury of the Company and the country at large ; and
in Africa have deprived us of our moft valuable pof-
feffions. If we add to all this, the conceffions they
have obtained from us by the articles of the treaty
we fhall be obliged to confels, that they knew ho“;
to take advantage from the mifcondu@ of men, who
were wantonly facrificing the intereft of this country,
‘and were too wife to miftake any opportunities of
.triumph that were offered them, ;

PH}ENOM.ENON, &c. for the PHrLosorHERS,
Monday night, about 9 o’clock, a body of fire, or
fome other luminous matter, took a horizontal direc-
tion from north to fouth, acrofs the firmament, and in

ur fe-

conds, emitted light nearly as vivid as the rays of
the fun at noon-day ; it was not circular, but of an
« irregular form, and had a tail fomething refembling

& kite, with variegated colours ; the refletion was fo

own dealers, not to injure the market, as has for-

fhall find they have found means to feparate us from
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powerful, that it affeted fome people’s eyes like a
flafh of lightning. Such a fudden dnd uncommon
phenomenon created much aftonithment in all that
faw it, and had a powerful effe@ on the minds of the
vulgar ; they (as is generally the cafe, when any thing
pretcmatuxal happens) portending that fomething
terrible would happen to the country. It was feen
very diftinétly all over the city, and feveral miles
round, and many people were fo ‘deceived, that they
thought they faw it fall, fome in one part, and fome
at another part of the town. > ;

A gentleman who lives in Kentifh Town, writes
thus to his friend in London : ¢ On Monday night
laft, about half paft nine, as I was fitting in my
parlour, without any light in the room, near to the
window, I was roufed from nearly a ftate of forget-
fulnefs, by a fudden change in the phyfical world,
that I had never before been witnefs of. The day be-
ing fhut in, and the moon not yet rifen, T could but
inlperf¢&ly perceive the obje@s before me. In.a mo-
ment, from an almoft total darknefs, a blaze of light,
little inferior to that at noon, ftruck me with the ut-
moft aftonithment. Every furrounding obje& became

as vifible and diftin& to my {ight, as if the moon had -

thone out in its utmoft fplendour. Awe ftruck with
this phznomenon, 1 ftarted fr'om my chair, and tre-
muloufly cried out, What 1s thflt ? ’_}‘h'en hattily
throwing up the fath, 1 beheld, with aﬁomﬂ\ed‘eyfs,
a ftream of fire of confiderable length and magmt}ldc,
fwiftly, but ot rapidly, pfniﬁng over my head,‘ in a
dire& line from north to fouth. In the courfe, its
light gradually decreaieq, and in a few fe(‘:ondg en-
tirely vanifhed. Darknefs now again pervaded every
part as before, and an effluvia impregnated the a“?_b"
ent air, as ftrong as is that \vlngh 1s emitted by ful-
phur when in a ftate of iuﬁ:m_muuo'n. Though [ do
not imagine there was any thing numculous,. or even
very uncemmon in the appearanee, but that it may be
eafily accounted for in a natural way ; yet .1 will ho-
neftly confefs to you, that I was feized with a-pa-
pick at the inftant, that I am now almoft athamed of,
and therefore fhall ferupuloufly avoid giving -you the
particulars.”

Extralt of a letter frem Briftol, Auguft 1.

« Yefterday we were all in confufion, cvery one
hurrying towards the drawbnidgo, in order to {atfsfy
their curiofity by viewing one of the moft extraorcina-
ry animals we ever heard of ; it came into the ude, and
was not perceived till in attempting to get through the
bridgeit ftuck fo faft, that it could neitlier moye back-
wards nor forwards. After a great deal of trouble it
was fecured, and brought on fhore, but not before it

tore a man’s leg in the flefhy part'very dangeroufly. ;

The head of it refembles that of an ox without horas;;
there are two fore legs with cloven feet, and a large
tuft of hair in the middle of its forehead ; the teeth
are about two inches and a half long, delicately white,
and very acute; from the fhoulders it gradually in-
creafes till you come to the tail, which is uncomnonly
large ; it has two large fins under the extreme part of
its belly. Some {ay it is a fea-calf, others aflert that
it came from the Irith feas; and therefore, from the
fizeof it, it muft be a bull.” :
The Georgium Sidus, difcovered by Mr, Herfchyl,
is found to be 4 & times the diameter of the earth,

and its real diftance near one thoufand eight hundied °

millions of miles. He firft perceived it on the 13th
of March, 1781, between the hours of ten and eleven
o’clock at night, as he was examining the fmall ftars
neat the feet of Gemini. * The magnifying power he
was then ufing was 227, which he increafed to zor0,
and with which he afcertained it, agreeably to the ac-
count given in the Philofephical T'ranfactions for 1781.
Some of this gentleman’s reflecting telefcopes are made
to bear magnifying powers of an almoft-incredible fize,
not lefs than between fix and feven thoufand times !
The effe@ which thefe very large magnifying powers
had-on the fixed ftars, in fhowing many to be double,
triple, and even quadruple (which were l)ciorﬂe thought
to be fingle ftars) fuggefted to him theidea of attempt-
ing to difcover the parallex of the fixed ftars by their
means; and it was in purfuit of this object that the
difcovery was made of the planct above-mentioned.

In a garden of Mr. Kempfon’s, at Hill Ridware, a
grain of barley was fowed which grodnced 90 firaws,
80 whereof had cars, eontaining from 20 to 36 grains
each. The root, with its produce, is preferved en-
tire, for the infpedion of the curious. :

The Duke of Rutiand has fettled all his father’s (the
late Marquis of Granby) dcbts, amounting to fifty
thoufand pounds ; a phznomenon infinitely more fur-
prizing and uncommon than the ball of fire that ap-
peared laft Monday. .

The prefent peace is, unfortunately for this coun-
try, the moft humiliating, the moft expenfive, and the
moft jealous one that ever was made; it is, however,
ferioufly to be hoped, that it will be a lafting one, In
which cafe we may one day fec a reftoration of its
long recorded dignity and honour.

TRENTON, December 30.
Wednefday laft the Honourable the General Affem-
bly of this flate adjourned fine die. During the
fitting the following Ads awere paffed, viz.
1. A fupplementary act to the ad, intitled, ¢ An act

fubje&ing the proprietary rights and fhares of propri-
ety, late belonging to Elias Bland, deceafed, to the
payment of debts, and direéting the fheriff in his pro-
ceedings therein. )

2. ‘An aé to confirm and eftablifh the teftament and
1afl will of James Hamilton, late of Bufh-Hill, in the
county of Philadelphia, of the Commonwealth of
Pennfylvania, Efquire, deceafed. ; .

3. An a& to regulate the prattice of phyfick and
furgery within the ftate of New-Jerfcy.

4. An aé& to releafe Abraham Chapman from the
payment of a fum of publick money and certificates
taken by robbers.

5. An a& to confirm the charter of the reformed
proteftant Dutch chuech of Hillfborough, in the town-
fhip of Hilliborough, in the county of Somierlet.

6. An a& to annex the feveral iflands, fitnate in the
viver Delaware, belonging to this ftate, to the refpec-
tive counties and townfhips to which they lie neareft.

7o An a& to confirm and eftablifh the teftament and
iaft will of Samuel Purviance, late of Pitts-Grove, in
the county of Salem, deceafed.

8. An al to enable James Parker, one of the Exe-
cutors of the laft will and teftament of Do&or Lewis
Johnfon, deceafed, in conjunétion with Bowes Reed,
to falfil the purpofes of the faid will.

9. An a& for the better regulation of juries.

10. An a& for incorporating {undry perfons as truf-
tees of the Prefbyterian congregation at Bedminfter,
in the counties of Somerfet and Hunterdon.

13. An aét to releaie Humphrey Wall from the pay-
ment of a fum of publick moncy taken by robbers.

12. . An a& to amend and confirm the charter of the
two united Proteftant Dutch Churches of Hackinfack
and Schralenburgh, in the county of Bergen, and
ftate of New-Jerfey.

13. Ana& to confirm to Rebecca Elliot, her heirs
and affigns, a tract of land, fitnate in the county of
Monmouth. ¥ :

124. An aé for regulating the eleftion of members
of the Legiflative-Council and Aflembly, Sheriffs and
Coroners of the ftate of New- Jerfey, and of Delegates
to reprefent the faid ftate in the Congrefs of the United
States.

15. An ad& to direct the agent of forfeited eftates in
the refpective counties in this ftate, to proceed to the
fale of faid eftates; aud to repeal an ad, intitled,
¢ An a& to fufpend the fales of real eftates which
have, or hereafter may become forfeited to, and vefted
in, this flate.’

16. An a& to enable the owners of Petty’s ifland,
fituate in the river Delaware, in the county of Glou-
celter, to appoint perfons vefted with proper powers
for the well improvement of the faid ifiand.

17. An alt to repeal an aét, iotitled, ¢ An a& for
granting an annuai falary to the Secretary of this
ftate, in iicu of his fees on the commiflions of Juiftices,
Coroners and militia officers, and to make more pro-
per provifion for defraying the expences of granting
faid comnufiions.’

18. An act for the fale of the eftate of Philip French,
late of New-Bruniwick, in the county of Somerfet,
deceafed, or of fuch parts thercof as may be neceffary
to fatisfy certain exccutions levied thereon.

19. An act to procure an eftimate of the fums due
the militia and troops who have been raifed for the
defence of the frontiers of this ftate, and to provide
for the {ettlement of the fame. :

20, An ad for raifing a revenue of Thirty-one
Thoufand Two Hundred and Fifty-nine Pounds Five
Shillings per annum, for the term of twenty-five years,
for the purpofe of paying the intereft and principal of
debts due from the United States, agreeably to a re-
commendation of Congrefs of the 18th day of April,
1783, and for appropriating the fame.

21. An ad to veflt in Peter Taliman, Efquire, his
heirs and afligns, alil the redl eftate which his father
Benjamin Tallman died feized of.

22. An adt to raife the fum of Ten Thoufand Pounds

~in the flate of New-Jerfey, for the fupport of govern-

meut, and the contingent expences for the year 1784.

23. An adt for the relief of John' Rucaftle, Ephraim

Nbitlock and Joleph Write, who have loft their notes
given for the depreciation of their pay. -

24. An aél to amend an a&, intitled, ¢ An a& to
raife the {um of Nincty Thoufand Nine Hundred and
Thirty Pounds, for the exigencies of the year 1783,
and for other purpofes thercin mentioned.’

25. An aél to appropriate a certain forfeited cftate,
lying in the county of Bergen, to the ufe of Major
General Steuben, during his life.

26. An adtt to enable the owners of meadow ground
to drain the fame.

27. An act to continue in force the a¢t therein men-
tioned.

28. An a& to afcertain the value of debts due from
the forfeited eftates of certain fugitives and offenders,
and for direéting the payment of the fame.

- 29. An act for defraying fundry incidental charges.

30. An at to procure an eftimate of the number of
inhabitants in the ftate of New- Jerfey. )

31. An a&t to afcertain the falaries of the feveral of- :

ficers of the government of the ftate of New-Jerfey,
and to provide for fupporting the government of {aid
ftate for one year, to commence the fourteenth day of
O&ober, 1783, and to end the fecond Tuefday in Oc-
tober, 1784.

Extra® of a letter from a gentleman in Dublin, to

kis friend in this town, dated Sept. 12, 1783.

«« We have lately had a general election here, con-
du&ed with a moderation unknown in England—in
almoft every ftruggle the people have prevailed—our
volunteers ftill keep embodied, as we ftill have fome
internal regulations to make.—Alterationsin our con-
ftirution, and a reform of Parliament, are now like-
wife aimed at, and fome commercial regulations to put
us on a footing with our neighbours, the Englith, of

whom we are now as jealous as you were at the be-
ginning.

¢ Thanks be to God our ftruggle has been without
bloodfhed, and our liberties are eftablithed on the
broadeft foundation, by the virtue of the people. You
led the way, and we have followed the i//uffrious ex-
ample. England {marting with the wounds received
in America, reluctantly gave us all we aflked—having
at laft felt our own confequence, and procured a name
among the nations of the earch, we hope, by God’s
blefling, to perfect the work, and tear off the remain-
ing badges of our former flavery.”

The ath inft. his Excellency the Prefident of Con-
grefs arrived at Annapolis—and on the 1gth they made
a houfe, for the difpatch of publick bufinefs.

Houfe of Affembly, December 24, 1783,
W]’HERE AS it appears by a proclamation, iffued

by the King of Great-Britain, under the ex-
prefs authority of his Parliament, that the growth or
produce of any of the United States of America are
prohibited from being carried to any of the Rritifh

Weft-India Iflands, by any other than Britifh fubjects,

in Britifh built thips, owned by Britifh {ubjeéts, and
navigated according to the laws of that kingdom :—

. And whereas this proceeding exhibits a difpofition in

Great-Britain to gain advantages injurious to the
rights of free commerce, and is repugnant to the prin-
ciples of reciprocal intereft and convenience, which
are found, by experience, to form the only perma-
nent foundation of friendly intercourfe and commerce
between kingdoms and ftates ; therefore,

Refolved unanimoufly, That the United States in
Congrefs affembled ought to be vefted with the exclu-

five power of 1egulating trade and commerce through-

out the United $rates of America.
Refolved unanimoufly, That the United States in
Congrefs affembled ought to-be empowered, and

ought, when fo empowered, to prohibit Britith vef~

fels from being the carriers of the growth or produce
of the Britifh Weft-India Iflands to thefe United
States, or of the growth or produce of thefe United
States to any of the faid Britith Weft-India Iflands,
{fo long as the reftrition in the faid proclamation
exprefled fhall be continued by, or on the part of,
Great-Britain. :
Extral® from the Minutes,
MASKELL EWING, jun. Clerk
of the General Affembly,

D (] f

octor Gibfon

>
Lately from IrErAND,

WHO went through the different ftudies of phy-
fick, furgery, and manmidwifery, at the cele~
brated univerfity of Edinburgh and hofpitals of Lon-
don, propofes pradifing in Trenton and its vicinity.
Being a ftranger in the country, he hopes will be a
fufficient apology for taking this method of making
himfelf known, and to exculpate him from being
charged with empiricifm by gentlemen of the learned
profeflions.  He flatters himfelf, that by affiduity and
attention, he will merit the efteem and approbation
of the publick. His prefent abode is at Mr. Higbee’s,
King-ftreet. :
‘Irenton, December 29, 1783.

3w

To be fold cheap,

For Cath, by the Prnter, whole-
{ale and retail, alarge Number
of TESTAMENTES,
SPELLING-BOOKS
and PRIMER S.

To be {old,

&E NEGRO WENCH, between 18

and 19 years of age.—She can do

moft kinds of houfework, and is fold on-

Iy for want of employ. Enquire of the
Printer. 3w :

N-ELGROES

O be fold cheap, for a term of years,
| two young negro wenches, one about
fifteen years old, the other about eleven
years old. Enquire of Collins and Ewing,
in Trenton.
December 27, 1483, L
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L O D O N, September 6.
On Monday fe’nnight was married, at Northaller-
ton, Mr. George Lumley, aged 104, to Mifs Dun-
ning, aged 19, both of that place.

Yefterday morning a duel was fought in the Phoe-

nix Park, by two Englith gentlemen in one of the
regiments now on Dublin duty, and what is very re-
markable, in the firft fire they were both wounded,
and in the fecond both killed.

OcToBER
A letter from Newfoundland fays, that if the trade
is not better regulated, the Americans will run away
with the greateft part of it, particularly to Spain
and Portugal, who will {fooner deal with the Ameri-
cans than with the Englifh or the French, on account
of their fupplying them with wheat and flour,

Extral® of a letter from Paris, September, 28_.

« M. Gerard de Rayneval, who was engaged with
the Chevalier de Heredia in bringing the peace to a
conclufion, has been honoured by the King of Spain
with the Crofs of the Order of Charles the IIL and
prefented with a gold box adorned with His Majefty’s
picture fet in diamonds of confiderable value. M.
de Rayneval has received from M. de Vergennes a
prefent of 30,000 crowns, and a penfion of 3000
livres; we do not know as yet what prefents are in-
tended for the Minifters of the Mediating Courts,
nor will they, we are affured, be conferred on the
parties until the ratification fhall have been inter-
changed.”

0c. 5. The regiments under orders for Ireland
are thofe which were taken from that kingdom in
the courfe of the war, and added to what are now
there, will not nearly complete the peace eftablifh-
ment of that country. Ireland has always a lefs
force in war than in peace. There ought to be there
fixteen thoufand horfe, dragoons, invalids and march-
ing regiments, as their Parliament provides biennially
for that number. The ufual orders for fending the
tegiments home that war had drawn away, gave rife
to that idle report of government fending out forces
to ftop the rebellion, and a warlike ftory never lofes
any thing by carrying ; there were twelve fail of line
added, but what they were to do was kept a pro-
found fecret. :

The Dublin Evening-Poft by yefterday’s mail
mentions, that the Irith have demanded in their mi-
litary councils, ToTaL i1npDEPENDENCE. The re-

‘port cannot be credited, becaufe our Irifh corre-

{pondents jocofely mention, that the Ifle of Dogs,
the Ifle of Man, Guernfey, Jerfey, Alderney, and
the Ifle of Wight, have demanded and infifted upon
the fame terms.

Admiral Campbell is expefted to return from
Newfoundland about the end of the month, in the
Salifbury, of 5o guns: Sir C. Douglas, who fuc-
ceeds to the command in America, will fail thortly
for Halifax, in the Affiftance of se guns.

The policy of France, in ftrengthening her inte-
reft by the acquifition of new alliances, reflets the
higheft honour on the Cabinet of Verfuilles; and,
added to the extraordinary attention which the French
have lately paid to commerce and their marine, it
furnifhes a profpect of national grandure, adequate
to the withes of any Prince, whofe happinefs refults
from the profperity of his people. :

State of New-Jerfey, Y virtue of two writs of
Middlefex county, 1. Fieri Facias to me di-
rected, iffued out of the fupreme court of judicature
of faid ftate, at the fuits of Aaron Smith and John
Johnfton; alfo by virtue of an a&, &c. and fupple-
ment to an act of the legiflature, I thall fell, at pub-
lick vendue, on Wednefday the twenty-firft day of
January next, at the houfe of John Degraw, in New-
Brunfwick, between the hours of twelve and five in
the afternoon, fome rights and fhares of propricty to
the unlocated lands in the eaftern divifion of the flate,
late the property of Elias Bland, deceafed. Gentle-
men who choofe to be purchafers, may know the
value of the rights by applying to the proprietors’
books at John Stevens’s, jun. in Trenton,
Joun Conwav, late Sheriff,
December 5, 1783. W

Mary fames,

HE wife of the fubfcriber, has left his habi-
tation, declaring that fhe will never cohabit
with him again :—The publick is therefore hereby
forewarned not to truft her on his account, he being
determined to pay no debts of her contracting from
the date hereof. THOMAS JAMES.
December 22, 1783, 4wt
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TRENTO N: Printed by Isaac Corrins

tifements of a moderate Length inferted at 3/9 each the firft Week, and
cles of Intelligence are thankfully received—~And all Masner of priating

HE price of this paper is 10/ by the

year.—The money to be advanced
quarterly, or for a longer time, as the {ub-
fcribers may think fit; and, if the paper
thould be difcontinued, to be returned on
demand, after deducting the price of the
papers which have been furnifhed fince the
refpective advances were made.—The pa-
pers to go out in packets, as heretofore,
and one to be given gratis with every do-
zen the packet may contain—The pack-
ets to ftop whenever the term elapfes for
which the laft advance has been made, un-
lefs a further advance be then made.—The
fublcribers to pay their polts, as hereto-
fore. ’

The publifher flatters himfelf that the
above conditions will appear fo reafonable
in point of price, and {o neceflary in point
of precaution, that they will meet with uni-
verfal approbation—and that he will have
the fulleit encouragement from his fellow-
citizens in carrying on this ufeful under-
taking. He is of opinion, that this me-
thod of publication will fix the New-J&r-
sEY GAzeTTE on a bafis that will be per-
manent ; and is convinced, that this only
will enable him to devote to it a portion
of his time and attention adequate to the
importance of the object.

Gentlemen, to whom it may be conve-
nient, will much oblige the publither, by
forming packets in the feveral counties as
expeditioudly as may be.

ISAAC COLLINS.

Arenton, Dec. g, 1783,

To be Sold,

% Very genteel two ftory houfe, and iot of ground,

containing an acre of land, with a VEry exten-

five front on the main ftreet in Princeton, New- Jer-

fey. On the firft floor of the houfe there are three
very commodious rooms, befides kitchen, pantry,
fervants bed-rooms, and cellar underneath ; on the
fecond ftory, three very excellent bed-chambers, and
garrets over the kitchen ; adjoining the fame there 1s
a large commodious frore, completely fitted for the
reception of goods ; behind the houfe is a new ftable,
capable of holding three horfes : A confiderable part
of the lot is a very highly improved garden ; the re-
mainder, which is inclofed, produces very fine grafs.
The fituation will fuit exceedingly well any perfon

inclined to go inte bufinefs, the ftand being efteemed

an exceeding good one.

For terms apply to Mrs. MarcareT Brrriew, on
the premifes, or to major Wirriam Macrusrsoy,
in Philadelphia.

December 13, 1783. 6w

10 BE 1L ET:
Until the firft of May next,

T HE houfe and lot in Trenton belonging to
Colonel James Thompfon, lately occupied by
John Stevens, jun, Efquire. A fmall tenement ad-
-joining thereto will be let feparately. Poffeffion to
be given immediately. Enquire of the Printer hereof,
December 22, 1783. 3wt

Dr. JOHN COWELL

EG S leave to inform the publick,
that fome of the friends of his de-
ccaled brother have prevailed on him to
fettle in Trenton, which he propofes doing
the firft of February next, in hopes of giv-
ing general fatisfaétion.
‘I'renton, Dec. 20, 1783. 2w*

THIS is to give notice that the fubfcriber hasleave

to bring in a bill for paffing a law to ere@ a wing
from his race below Colonel Cox’s garden, to the
point of the ifland oppofite the barracks, in order to
convey the water into the faid race. W
Trenton, Dec. 15, 1783. BARNT DE KLyN.

] by the Printer hereof, at TEx SHiLLINGS
1/3 for every Continuance, and long Ones in Proportion; and by w
Work performed with Care, Fidelity and Expedition, :

T0 BL SoLD

For want of Employ,
- A NEGRO boy, 11 years old, has had
A the fmall-pox, is healthy, ingenious
and very allive.—Enquire of the Printer.
Dec, 135, 1783. 3w
Trenton, December 10, 1783,

Commiflioners Office for the

State of N ew- Jerfey.

T HE fubfcriber being duly appointed and au-
thorized to fettle and finally liquidate, in fpe-
cie value, all juft claims by the citizens of this ftate,
againft the United States, for fupplies furnithed, or
fervices performed, as may appear by certificate, re-
ceipt, or other fufficient evidence,

Gives this Publick Notice,

that in order to render the mode of fettlement more
convenient and lefs expenfive to the people, it has
been agreed, between the Legiflature and the Com-
miflioner, that the office fhall be removed to the fe-
veral counties in regular rotation, and that as {peedily
as the bufinefs in each county may admit.

In purfuance therefore of the mode adopted, the
inhabitants living within the county of Hunterdon are
hereby informed, that the Commuffioners Office will
be opened on Monday the 22d of the prefent month,
at the houfe of Mr. Stacy Potts in this town, when
and where it is required, that fuch of the inhabitants
of faid county as have claims to adjuft with the
United States, will produce their accounts properly
ftated, with the neceffary vouchers. -

For the fake of order, and to avoid unneceffary
trouble, it is particularly requefted, that perfons will
not prefent accounts for fettlement, who are not pro-
perly refidenters within the aforefaid county, as all
fuch mutt be referred to the counties to whish they
may feverally belong,

BENJAMIN THOMPSON,

Commiflioner of Accounts.

N. B. The hours of ofiice will be precifely from
nine in the morning, till one; and from three, till
fix in the evening. 3w

Juft Publifbed,
And to be fold by
ISAACCOLLEINS

At his PrinTiNnGg-OFFICE in

T+ R E<N T: OuN,
The NEW-JERSEY

ALMANACK,

For the Year of our Logrp 1784.

CONTAINING,

Befide the ufual altronomical Obfervations,
the following ufeful and entertaining
Matter in Prosk and Versk -

PROSE. ] POETRY.
SHORT || To the Memory of
Sketch on l Mrs. Mafon, who

capital Punith- l died at the Hot

ments; humbly Wells in Briftol,

fubmitted tothe 1767, by her Huf-
ferious Confide- band. ;
rationofthe Ci- || An Addrefs to a
tizens of Ame- Friend on his Mar-

.yica. riage.
Filial Piety. An Extra& from Mr.
Mutual Friend- ’ Pope’s Temple of

fhip. | @ Fame,

| On Death,

LK Eaw 150k

A Tide-Table : Table of Depreciation
for New-Jerfey: Table for reducing Pounds
into Dollars : Table of Intereft at 6 and 3
per Cent. Table of the Value and Weight
of Coins: Table fhewing the Value of
any Number of Dollars from 1 to 10
With the ufual Lifts, &c. &e.
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