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FOREWORD: PRISONER CLASSIFICATION 

AS TOOL OF RESEARCH 

In the course of the mor-e than 150 years since the New Jersey 

State Prison was established in Trenton, thousands of f:Enal offenders 

se nte need by the courts have passed through its porta Is whose 

inscription once read '1Labor, Silence, Penitence," 

Over th0 years certain facts concerning the personal and 

social characteristics of these prisoners have been compiled by the 

prison itself, but it was not unti I the creation of the f::lureau of 

social Research in the Def'a.rtrnent of Institutions and Agencies that 

a regular state reporting system v,1as establ !shed. This was in recog-

nition by the Departrrent that it must have accurate statistical 

information regarding Ns:;w Jersey's penal and correctional problems, 

to be used as a basis for determining state pol icy with regard to 

the ope rat ion and future planning of state institutions, to evaluate 

the effectiveness of the institutional administration, to make some 

attempt at discovering the individual and social causative factors 

involved in anti-social behavior, 

The information gatne red in connection with the c I ass if ica-

t ion - "man analysis" - procedure in vogue in the New· Jersey 

correctional system offers a fertile field for assembling signifi-

cant statistics. Moreover, a deeper analysis of the data availn.ble 

makes it possible to attempt to fix personal and social responsibi f-

ity for anti-social behavior, to assess tho efficacy of the current 

penal laws, and to identify problems faced by the entire penal and 

correctional system in order tha.t society may forge effective 

weapons in its fight against criminal behavior. 
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A telling statement concerning the importance of classifica-

tion in prison management has come from commissioner Sanford Bates: 

"In prison parlance the work classification does not mean 

segregation or grouping; it means the careful and scientific study 

of the past, present and future of each ind iv idua I and the adop-

t Ion of a plan for his treatment within the institution. 

"Once we have clearly understood the needs of an individual 

we can commence to ut i Ii ze tne parapherna I ia of reform which shou Id 

be provided in each correct i ona I inst iiut ion: 

an adequate ,nedical service, the complete initial 

physical a,1d psychiatric examination, prompt pro-

phylaxis and remedial surgery where indicated; 

psychiatric and psychological testing to determine 
intelligence capabilities, vocational and trade 

training where indicated, but in any event, con-
tinuous protective employment equal in duration 
and laboriousness to that which the average citi-

zen outside is acc1.J1stomed to--educat ional oppor-
tunities not on the chi Id I eve I but such as wi 11 

be interesting for the adult mind; 

not only academic and vocational but cultural and 

social education, all of it focused upon the need 

for inc I ucat ion in the pr is oner of a g re ate r 
consciousness of his obligation to society." 



The stat istica I picture presented in this study shows a 

heterogeneous population in the State Prison which confirms the 

conclusion reached by a state committee which recently examined 

the prison and parole system of New Jersey*: 

"· •• the inmate population of Trenton Prison included, 

in addlt ion to the 'ordinary I prisoners who constitute 

the majority of the population, insane and near-! nsane, 

mental defectives, unstable psychopaths, some of them 

highly assaultive, prisoners convicted as sexual psycho-

paths, passive homosexuals, aggressive 1woJves 1 with long 

records of fights and stabbings, escape artists, agitatots, 

and 'incorrigibles' of all ases ••• " 

It can thus be seen that the existing prison population pre-

sents no easy task to the prison administrator to fulfi 11 the 

princlples ba$iC to correctional work namely: that incarceration 

in and of itself is generally not sufficient to modify the attitude 

of most offenders against future anti-social conduct but that stren-

uous efforts must be rrade on the bas Is of the know I edge of ,the 

Individual's needs, weaknesses and strengths to apply a treatment 

program which wil I result in the offenders' reformation and abiding 

normal conduct upon ret1.1rn to the corrmunity. 

* REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE ANO INVESTIGATE THE PRISON ANO PAROLE SYSTEMS OF 
NEW JERSEY. NOVEMBER 21, 1952• 
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I. THE SENTENCING PHASE AND TIME OF IMPRISONMENT 

At this time there are about 2230 prisoners confined in the 

three units be longing to the state Prison - nearly 1100 in the State 

Prison proper in Trenton, over 900 In the Rahway Prison Farm, and 

more than 200 in the Leesburg Prison Farm, 

The three units belonging to the State Prison system are part 

of the individualized treatment program through which different 

types of institutions have been developed for specific types of 

offenders: 

State Prison - provides maximum security detention for 

older, more serious, and more recalcitrant male 
offenders wit11 poor records and long sentences. 

Rahway Prison Farm - is a medium security institution 
to which the more stable and tractable prisoners 

may be transferrecl after study and classification 
at the main Prison. 

Lees bur !l Pris on Fa rm - is a m i n i rn um sec u r it y u n i t to 
which the most trustworthy of the Prison population 
are transferred to furnish labor for extensive farm-
ing and canning operations, 
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GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF FORMER RESIDENCE OF PRISONERS 

The extent to which the adult male population of the different 

areas of the state have contributed to the prison population is 

revealed in the following table. It should be noted, however, that 

the offenders are classified in the counties ofsentence,which is not 

always, but generally, the county of their residence. 

Geographic /\rea of Prison Population and court Commitments -------~-•""' ___ -.,,..._ ....... ....,_,._,_~, ..... --~ .. , .... .- .. ____ _ 
and of General Male Population 20 Years of Age and Over "'---·-----·-··--.. -..--.... -~-,.,._,,,,-

NUMBER OF 

2. 

GENERAL MALE ....... .--.-..,- ---
GEOGRAPHIC 1/ POPULATION STATE PRISON COURT 

AR EA - TWENTY YEAflS 01' 

·---·---,.--,-~·---··-i.-.::~."~-~~!_ 
I 

POPULATION 'j;._I COMMITMENTS ~/ 

Northeastern New Jersey 

Northwestern New Jersey 

Trenton Are a 

Camden Area 

A II Other Counties 

I I, 659,449 

I, 061, 640 

135,745 

81,779 

180,506 

-------------------'--------

... __ ,,,,, 
2733 741 

1622 424 

l58 45 

99 26 

356 83 

498 163 

!:INORTHEA5TERN INCLUDES BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, MIDDLESEX, PASSA1C, AND UNION COUNTIES. 

NORTHWESTERN INCLUOfS HUNTERDON, MORRIS, SOMERSET, SUSSEX, ANO WARREN COUNTIES, 

TRCIITON AREA - MERCER COUNTY, 

CAMOe'.N AREA - BURLINGTON, CAMDEN, Al\JD GLOUCESTER COUNTIES. 

ALL OTHER COUNTIES - P.TLANTI C, CAPE MAY, CUMBERLAND, MONMOUTH, OCEAN, ANO SALEM COUNTIES, 

l/ ANNUAL AVERAGE 1949 - 1951, 

J 

~Throughout the study rates are based on 1950 U.S. Census of Population 
unless otherwise noted. 
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The relation of the nun1ber in the prison population and in 

the court commitments, to the general population of each area 

offers an index of the occurrence of crime in the area. This 

relation may be interpreted In terms of the number in each group 

(the prison population and the court commitments) for each 100,000 

of the general population of the area, as shown in the fol lowing 

table: 

RATE PE~ 100,000 GENER4L 
MALE POPULATION 

1 (Twenty Years of Aga and OverJ 
GEOGRAPHIC AREA _/ , -,~. -•-- 0---~---·-•-I STATE rR I SON COURT 

, POPULATION COMMITMENTS --------------~--,.,-.... ., ____ _,,,__ __ 
Al I Areas 164. 7 44.7 

Northeastern New Jersey 152.8 39. 9 

Nort hwes tern New Jersey 116.4 33.2 

Trenton Area 121. I 31. 8 

Camden Area 197.2 46.0 

All Other Counties 249.3 J_~l.6 
~/ NORTHEASTERN INCLUDES 

COUNT! ES, 
NORTHWESTER"! INCLUDES 

BERGEN, ESSEX, HUDSON, MIDDLESEX, PASSAIC, AND UNION 

HUNTERDON, MORRIS, SOMERSET, SUSSEX, AND WARREN COUNTIES. 
TRENTON AREA - MERCER COUNTY, 
CAMDEN AREA - BURLINGTON, CAMDEN, ANO GLOUCESTER COUNTIES, 
ALL OTHER COUNTIES - ATLANTIC, CAPE MAY, CUMBERLAND, MONMOUfH, OCEAN, ANO 

SALEM COUNTIES, 
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OFFENSE FOR WHICH IMPRISONED 

In the last few years an annual average of almost 750 penal 

offenders were committed by the courts to serve time in the State 

Prison. The fol lowing table shows the great variety and seriousness 

of the offenses which brought them in conflict with the law • 

.?.!,!~~.:.~. ~.~C W h i c t:....!.!!P..:. 2 s one d 
Perl od 1949 - 1953 

i--------·----------~-------

Tota I 

Homicide 
Robbery 
Ass au It 
Burglary 

Larceny except auto 
Auto theft 
Rape 
Other sex offenses 

Embezzlement, fraud, etc. 
Drug law violation 
Non-sup port 
Gambling 

A I I o t he r off e ns es 

279 
449 
457 
698 

232 
146 
151 

183 

334 
13 7 

27fj 

201 

192 

·-----------·--------~---

7.5 
12. 0 
12. 3 
18. 7 

6.2 
3.9 
4.0 
4.9 

8.9 

3.7 
7,4 
5.4 

I 5, I 
J_, __ ,, __ ! 

Robbery, assault and burglary with a combined total of forty-

three per cent represent the bulk of the offenders. 
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AGE lN RELATION TO OFFENSE 

Age seems to have a definite relation to the type of offense 

as the fo I I ow i ng f i g u res i I I us t rate : 

Age In Relation To Offense Of Court Commi tme'nts 

Pe r i od I 949 - I 953 

--
AGE 

OFFENSE UNDER 
30 YEARS 

OF AGE 

Number 1449 .. .. .. 

Per cent of which 
Homicide 7,2% 
Robbery 20.3 
Ass au It I 0. 6 
Burg lary 25. 4 

Larceny except auto 5.7 
Auto theft 5.6 
Rape 5.0 
Other sex offenses I. 8 

Embe zz leme nt, fraud, etc. 4.6 
Drug law violation 5.5 
No n-s uppo rt 3.6 
Gamb Ii ng 0.8 

Al I other offenses 3.9 , ____ 
-.--- -

ON COMMITMENT 
}0-49 
YEARS 

OF AGE ··-- ~--
1936 

6.4% 
7.3 

13. 8 
15.7 

7.0 
3.2 
2.9 
5.9 

10.8 
2.8 

Io. 8 
8. 0 

5. ,1 

-

--50 YE 
OF A 

AND 0 ~lo---
f 34 

14. 

3. 
IO. 
7. 

4. 

I. 
6. 

12. 

16. 
o. 
3. 

IO. 

8. 

9 

6% 
7 
6 

5 

0 

2 
9 

3 

3 
6 
4 

3 

6 

Among the younger offenders robbery and burg tar•Y are the 

offenses most often committed. In the age group 30-49 years there 

is no decided concentration but the largest number of commitments 

are for burglary and assault. The offenses with the highest con-

centration among the older offenders are embezzlement, fraud, etc. 

and homicide. A high proportion of this older group are sentenced 

also for sex offenses and gambling. 
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SENTENCING 

Cf the total number of 3734 committed to the Prison during the 

last five years 36:i3 received a minimum-maximum sentence, (54 were sen-

tenceQ to life and 16 received the death penalty, One was remanded by 
the court. 

With the exception of sentences to a life term, or to death, 
sentences to be served by prisoners committed to the State Prison are 

of the minimum-rraximum type, Under this procedure the maximum time of 

imprisonment for each offense is prescribed by law and the sentencing 
judge may not set the maximum sentence higher than the legal maximum 

for the offense committed. He may, however, prescribe any time period 
under t he I e g a I max i mum w h i c h he dee ms pro pe r • 

The criminal code of New Jersey gives discretion to the court to 
sentence persons indicted, tried, and convicted as 111\.lltiple offenders 
for longer terms: 

Second offenders - twice the statutory maximum. 

Third offenders - three times the statutory maximum. 

Fourth offenders - I ife term. 

The minimum time of the minimum-.naximum sentences of the 3653 
individuals committed under this sentencing provision over the last 
five years is shown below: 

Minimum of fv1inimum-Maximum Sentence of Court Commitments 

Period 1949-1953 

-- ---
COURT COMMITMENTS 

NllfIN!TM ()Ji' -:ro1"'ALFOR MIN I MUil-MAX I MUM PERIOD PER CENT 
SENTENCE !,9 4 9-.l2.2J,. DISTRIBUTION __ , __ ,_, .. _,. ---... --... 

Total 3653 100.0% 

year 113 I 3 I. 0 ,., ye-i.rs I 163 3 I. 8 L 

3 ye1rs 423 11 • 6 
4 years 168 4.5 
5 - 9 years 536 14. 7 
J0-14 years L2• 3.4 
15-19 years 50 I .4 

I 20 years and over 58 I. 6 , ___ -

6. 

It wi 11 be seen that the minimvm sentences which govern the length 
of imprisonment are not unusua I ly I ong on the whole, contrary to general 

I 
i 

I 
11 
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popular belief. The minimum sentences in more than 62 per cent of the 

cases were less than three years, and in almost 80 per cent of the 
cases less than five yea rs. 

The length cf the minimum of the minimum-maximum sentences meted 
out to penal offenders varies, of course, with the punishment pre-

scribed for specified crimes in the penal code, as the figures below 
show: 

Minimum Sentences for Selected Offenses of Court Commitments 
____ , __ ... ---.. - . ._.,.,,.,.._.,~--.i:-... ___ ----·---»·--•.,-•.:-~-""'"' 

SELECTED OFFENSE 
OF 

COURT COMMITMENTS 

Total * 

Pe r i cd I 949 - I 95 3 

NININTJN OF MINIMUM-MAXIMUM SENTENCE 

PER CENT OF WHICH 
TOTAL FOR 

PER!uO 
1949-l<l53 

3124 

1 2 I 3 - 9 10 YEARS 

•~M •~•:.5A•R• -" --~•E•~~w t • ..V~::•~•-
::n, 6% I 3 I, 0% 34.!% 7.3% 

Homicide 204 5.4 5.4 49.0 40,2 
Robbery 448 8.0 19.6 53.6 18.8 
Assault 455 34.5 36,9 27,3 1.3 
Burglary 697 20.4 31. 4 44. 5 3. 7 
Larceny except auto 232 41. 4 35.4 22. 8 0.4 
Auto theft 146 37.7 42.5 18.4 1,4 
Rape 150 9.3 18.] 63 .3 8. 7 
Other sex offenses 1 183 32.8 35,6 27.8 3.8 

II 

7. 

E mbe z z I e me nt , f r a ud , e tc • 3 34 3 7. 7 4 I • 0 I 9. 5 I • 8 

Non-support _______ j_..,.,.1_~,-75---6~1~~~-~-e-• _-_J 
*Not Including 

LI FE SENTENCE - Homicide 59; Robbery l; Assault 2; Burglary l; Rape 1. 
DEATH SENTENCE -ltomlclde l6. 

Median Time of Minimum Sentences ··----~~,~-~-.......... , ____ ~-·--
for Selected Offenses of Court Cammi tinents 
------ - .. ! ... 4, J: -··----~ ---·--i-------_, ______ --'"""" __ ...._..._,. ___ .. ., __ .......,._,_ __ . 

ECTED OFFENSE 
OF 

!..£3.~!~'.!_-,_, 
Homicide 
Robbery 
Assault 
Burglary 

Larceny except auto 
Auto the ft 
Rape 
Other sex offenses 

Embezz lament, fraud, 
etc. 

Non-sup port 

204 
448 
455 
697 
232 
146 
150 
183 

334 
275 

8. 4 years 
4. 6 years 
2. 4 years 
2.9 years 
2.3 ,years 
2.3 years 
4.0 years 
2. 0 years 

2.3 years 
1.5 years 

I 
I' 
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A table showing tile maximum sentence of the 1976 prisoners 

with minimum-maximum sentences now in the State Prison fol lONs: 

rviax i mum Sentences of -------
State Prison Population --~~-- ,__,._..,._ 

YEARS OF ! 
MAXIMUM SENTENCE ,l NUMBE~ PER CENT .,. ___ ,., ___ 

Total I 1976 100. 0% 

year 34 I. 7 
2 years 95 4.8 
3 years 417 21.1 
4 years 45 2.3 
5 years 232 11.8 

6 yea.rs 75 3.8 
7 ye;,.r·s 226 11.4 
8 years 30 1.5 
9 years 35 I. 8 

10 years 160 8. I 

I I to 14 years 144 7.3 
15 to 19 years 162 8.2 
20 to 29 ,i'ears 160 8. I 
30 years and over 161 

I 8. I 

----··· - l _., ___ , ... _____ -- ---- ---

It may be interesting to observe that were the 1976 prisoners 

to serve out their rraximum sentences they would have to be confined 

and state-supported for more than 21,000 years. 

a. 
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The following table presents in highly condensed fashion the 
relation between the minimum and the maximum time in each of the mini-
mum sentences ranging from one to ten years. 

Re lat ion of Minimum Sentence to Maximum Sentence ---·---
state Prison Popu la ti on 

NUMBER CLASS IF IEO AVERAGE HIGHEST 
OF MINIMUM MAXIMUM MAXIMUM 

PRISONERS SEN TEN CE SENTENCE SENTENCE -- ·- -
215 I Year 2,3 Years IO Years 

420 2 Years 3, 4 Yea rs 15 Yea rs 

237 3 Years 5 ,4 Years 12 Years 

105 4 Years I 6,9Years 14 Years 

2f3 5 Yea rs 7,5Years 22 Yi>ars 

80 6 Yoars I 8.2Years 27 Yea rs 

102 7 Y0ars I I • I Years 27 Years 

81 8 Yea rs 12, 7 Years I 30 Years 

42 9 Y<i'ars 13.4Years ! 27 Years I 
125 \ 10 Ye,:irs 15, 6 Years I 30 Years 

I 

It ls interesting to note that there exists a somewhat·unifonn 
relation between the minimum and the maximum sentence in each of the 

yearly minimum sentence intervals. This is illustrated by the fol ION-

ing figures which show that the difference in time between the 
minimum and the maximum sentence increases as thG minimum increases. 

Difference Between Minimum Sentence and Maximum Sentence 

state Prison Population 
__ ,_,,_,_,, __ ,_ .. -----------

CLASSIFIED DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
MINIMUM ANO AVERAGE 

MINIMUM SENTENCE MAXIMUM SENTENCE .._ ____ ... ....._, 

year 1.3 years 
,., years I .4 years .,_ 

3 years 2. 4 years 

4 years 2.9 years 

5 years 2.5 years 

6 years 2,2 years 

7 years 4. I years 

8 years 4.7 years 

9 years 4.4 years 

10 years 5.6 years 

I" 

I 
I 



L 

TIME BEFORE FIRST PAROLE 

At the time of the corrmitment of the ind iv idua I prisoner the 

stipulations, as set by law noted below, fix the time he is to be 

incarcerated before being e I ig ib le for parole consideration. 

The law further stipulates that each prisoner may reduce the 

minimum and the maximum of the sentence he received from the court 

!al he may earn during his imprisonment as much as one day per week 

for performing work assignments conscientiously, ! b l he may earn 

also commutation or "good conduct" time, up to 60 days during the 

first year of imprisonment and in increasing amounts for subsequent 

years, for orderly deportment and manifest effort at self-control 

and imp rove me nt. 

PAROLE ELIGIBILITY - LEG~L STIPULATIONS 

First Offenders ;::i_fter serving the minimum time imposed by 

the court less work time a11d good conduct time, or after serving one-

third of the court-imposed maximum whichever is the lesser, 

Multiple Cffenders (Inmates classified as second, third or 

fourth offenders for parole e li[!i hi U ty purposes) are required to 

serve greater portions of their respective maximum sentences before 

attaining eligibility for parole. consideration. 

All prisoners witn life sentences must serve 25 years less 

work time and commutation .... 
1. I l11e, 

The e I ig ibi I ity date for parole consideration is determi ncd by 

the Parole Board* and no petition is required by the prisoner. 

At the tirre of E'ach prisoner's e I igibi I ity for parole his case 

is examined by the Shte Parole Board. The 2oard after careful con-

sideration of each case (-1 l grants parole then or fixe~ a future date, 

(2) re-schedules the case for hearing at a later date or (3) denies 

parole and holds prisoner to serve his rnaximun, sentence, on the basis 

*THE STATE PAROLE SOARD, CREATED WITHIN THE DfPARTMENT BY THE 19~8 LEGISLATURE IS COMPOSED OF 
TitREE MEM&f!f,;S OF RECOGtnZ.£D AIHLITY IN 1'Hti! FIELB 'OF ,rnoLOGl', 

10. 
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of whether or not the ind iv idua I may be considered trustworthy and 

able to remain at liberty without violating the faw. 

During the five-year period 1949-1953 more than 2500 prison-

ers were released on parole for the first time. Nearly fifty-five 

per cent had spent less than two years in the prison and an addi-

tional 30 per cent between 2 and 4 years. 

Time Spent in Institution Before First Parole _____________ ,_ .. ______ _ 
of Parole Releases 

Pe r l od 194 G-1 95 3 

TOTA l FOR PER CENT 
TIME BEFO!!.E PERIOD DISTRI-

FlRST PAROLE 1949-1953 BUTION __.......---.. --...... , ____ ~...._......_,. --,----
Tota I 2566 100. 0% 

Less than· I· year .535 20. 9 
I year 870 33. 9 

2 years 360 14. 0 

3 years 223 8. 7 
4 years 169 6.6 
5 - 9 years 281 II. 0 

10 - 14 years 78 3.0 
15- 19 years 29 I • I 

20 years and over 21 0.8 

----

11. 
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Mei::llan Time Spent in Institution Before Release on 
First Parole of Parole Releases wlth,Selected Offenses 

Period l 949-1953 

SELECTED OFFENSE, NUMBER MEDIAN TIME 
OF PAROLE SERVED 

PAROl.E RE LEASES BEFORE 
RELEASES FIRST PAROLE 

Tota I 2258 

Homicide 189 8.5 Yea rs 
Robbery 302 3.4 Years 
Assau It 336 1.6 Yea rs 
Burg I ary 437 2.5 Years 

Larceny except auto l 84 l.8 fears 
Auto theft 98 1.6 Years 

Rape 176 3 .. 4 Years 

Other sex offenses 13 I I. 9 Years 

Embezzlement, fraud, etc. 206 I .6 Ye-11rs 

Non-sup port 199 J.l Yea rs I 

As has been noted in the section on Sentencing the ext-ent of 
time to be served fo.r speciflc offenses is related to their sever-
ity as recognized in the pena1 code, Thls reJation is refJe-eted 
i n t he f o I I ow i ng tab le: 

Distribution of T1nie Spent in Institution Before First Parole ------------------------------,-·---
of Parole Re1e.as-es with Selected Offenses -----------------··---

Period 1949-~ 953 --- •- -
TOl'At FOR I TtV~ SERVED BEFORE rlRST fAROt£ 

5 ELECTED Off ENS! .I PER CENT OISTRl6UT~O.N 
OF f'!RtOD · 

IHilOfR ' 
~-.,. -;.-j~-

; YEARS l.91t9-l95) l 2 3 & It 
PAROLE RELEASES l H:AR H.Ml YEARS YEARS ANO OVER 

Total 22.58 i 7.3% 33. 14. 9% 16.9% 17 .. 9% 

Homlci de 1-89 Lt JL6 7.9 14.8 -64.6 
Robbery 302 7. 0 20.2 18.9 26.5 27. 4 
Ass au It 336 23.2 44..4 B. 7 11.6 7 • l 
Burglary 437 10.3 28.8 22.2 22.4 J 6.3 

Laree ny ex.cept auto 184 23.9 34,.,3 ~lL 7 20. J 7 .-0 
Auto theft 98 22.5 45.9 tL2 B.2 7_.2 
Rape J76 6.3 J 7 .{5 j 84 8 26. i 31.2 
Ot he r sex offenses t3 t 24.4 30,5 12.2 16. 8 l 6 .. I 

Embe zz leme nt, fraud, etc. 206 22,3 50.5 14. J l 8. 7 4.4 
No n-s u ppo-r t 199 45.2 52,.3 2.5 - -

1 ---
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COMMUNITY ADJUSTMENT ON PAROLE 

Before he may be released on paro1e the individual rrust have an 

approved home situation and a visible means of support. 

13. 

Upon his rele.ase he is under the supervision of the Parole 

Bureau of the Department of Institutions and Agencies in the Parole 

D i s tr i ct i n w h i c h he w i I I res id e • Dur i ng h i s par o I e pe r i od he i s 

supervised by a parole officer who guides and assists him in his so-

c ia I rehabi I itation while he is becoming re-accustomed to an indepen-

dent existence, At the same time he is required to maintain certain 

stan<O!ahris of conduct and behavior under penalty of having his parole 

revoked and being returned to the Prison to complete his sentence, 

A successful parolee is one who completes his parole period in 

the community in compli3nce with the rules governing his conduct laid 

down by the paro Ii ng authority. 

A parole failure is a parolee who during his parole period 

disobeys these regulations or comrrits a new offense against society. 

A general view of parole success is one which shows the propor-

tion of the average number of parolees in a given year who do not 

violate their parole during that year, and the proportion who do. 

These data for the last three years are shown on the fol lowing table: 

Parole Success Based on Average Mumber on Parole ------- -----1951 - 1953 

..----------------,-----·----·· 
AVERAGE NUMBEi PAROLE~ PAROLE 

-~_......,. __ o_H _P_t,R_o_L_E .• _succ~.: Es --~~~s 
:--.,... ____ _ YEA~ 

1951 
1952 
1953 

962 82.2% 17.8% 
965 

1050 

77.4 
76.8 

22.6 
23 .2 

Another appraisal of parole success based on the adjustment 

of 391 parolees followed throughout their individual parole periods 

up to a maximum of five years on parole showed 72,4% successful 

parolees and 27,6% parole violators. 

I' I, 
I 



II.. SOME 'PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 
THE STATE PRISONERS 

AGE OF PRISONERS 

Both the present age of the 2227 state prisoners and the age 
I at t lrne of commitment to the state prison of court commitments for 

a five-year period are shown In the fol lo.vi ng table: 

Age of Stat~ Prison Population_ 

and of court Cornmitments During Period 1949-1953 - .....__._ 

AGE 1---------....... _,.,_..,._ __ .,_r'" 

Number 

Per cent of 1,;hich 

Under 2 0 years 
20 - 24 years 
25 - 34 years 
35 - 49 years 
50 years and over 

STATE PRISON bCOMt.llTMENTS 
TOTAL FOR 

POPULATI~ PER~ 1949-1953 

2227 3734 

0,3% 2.4% 
11 .2 15.6 
42.2 40. I 
35,2 32.6 
11, I 9,3 

The preponderant proportion of both the prisoners in the 

prison at the present tirre al"d those committed in the last five 

years is in the age group 25 to 49 years of age - 77,4 per cent 

and 72. 7 per cent ll'flSpl::Ct Ive I y. 

14. 
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The table below shows the prison population, and the average 

number of court commitments for the last five years, /3S we! I as 

the general male population of the state for similar age groups. 

AGE GROUP 

A 11 Ages 

GENERAL MALE 
POPULATION 

STATE PRISON 
POPULATION 

AVERAGE ANNUAL 
NUMBER OF COURT 

COM Ii I TMEN TS 
PERIOD 1949-1953 ------- ·-·----

I, ?21, 568 2227 746 

l 8 - 19 yea rs 62, I I 9 7 18 

20 - 24 years 169,197 249 I 16 
25 - 34 years 393,807 939 300 

35 - 49 years I 528,063 784 I 243 

50 yea rs a_n_d_o_ve_~ ___ l, ___ -.. ·--~-~ ~J, ____ 6_9 __ _ 

The re lat ion betwe3n the number in each age group in the 

prison population and in the court commitrrents to the genera I 

population of the same age group offers some indication of the 

occurrence of crime in the several age groups. T,his rel~ti~n- may 

be expressed in terms of the number in each age group in the 

prison population and the court commitments for each 100,000 of 

the general population in the same age group, and is shONn on the 

f o I I ON i ng tab I e: 

Relation of Age of Prison Population and 

____ , _______ ""_,__,_ ___ ,, ______ ----

AGE GROUP 

A II Ages 

18 - 19 years 
20 - 24 years 
25 - 34 years 
35 - 49 years 
50 years and over 

RATE PER 100,000 GENE~AL 
MALE POPULATION 
OF SPECIFIED AGE ------i AVERAGE ANNUAL 

STAT!:: PRISON NUMBER OF COURT 

POPULATION COMM I HIEN TS 
PERIOD 19~9-1953 __ . ___ .., 

129,4 43.3 

11.3 29.0 
14 7. 2 68.6 
238.4 76.2 
148. 5 46. 0 
43.6 12. I 

--

15. 
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RACE AND NAT IV I TY OF PR I S0Nl::RS 

Of the 2304 inmates in the prison at the end of the last fis-

cal year, 1251 were white and 1053 non-white (54.3 per cent white 

a nd 4 5 • 7 pe r c e nt no n -w h i t e J • 
( 

Of the average annual number committed by the court during the 

last four years 418 were white and 328 non-white (56.0 per cent 

white and 44.0 per cent non-white). 

The relation between the races in the general population and 

the number of court commitments to the prison during the last four 

years is shown in the fol lowing table: 

RACE 

Number 

Per cent of which 

White 

Non-white 

GE.NERAL MALE 
POPtJLAT I ON 

20 YE.ARS OF AGE 
AND OVER 

I, 659,449 

93. 7% 
6.3 

COURT 
COMMITMENTS 

TOTAL FOR 
-~~~~~-1953 

2984 . .. ' .... .... '··•~ .. 

56.0% 
44,0 

The fol lowing i I lustrates the nativity of the wl1ite prisoners 

committed during the four year period 1950-1953: 

Ni\TIVITY TOTAL FOR 

------·-------:---W-HI_T_E--C-OU_R_T __ l 
COMMITMENTS 

PE~'.££.. ~-~~0-122] __ 
------ ·~-----··--- ~ 

Number 

Per cent of whic !z 

Native born white 

Of nat ive parentage 
Of foreign or mixed parentage 

Fore i g n born white 

1670 

93 .7% 
44.7 
49. 0 

6.3 

16. 
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SCHOOL A TT A I NMENT OF PR I SONERS 

A summary of the school attainment of the present inmates of 
the state pri&on compared with that of the general population over 

25 years of age shows a considerably lower level of educational 
achievement among the state prisoners: 

GENERAL MALE 
POPULATION STATE PR !SON SCHOOL 

ATTAINMENT 2!5 YEARS OF AGE POPULATION 
AND OVER ..------------- •---------•-1"""'-----s.,. 

Number 

Per cent of which 

Less than 8th 9r::1de 
8th grade 

Above St h grade 

I ,423, 5~5 

25. 1% 

22. 9 
52. 0 

2214 

40. 5);, 

22.5 
36. 7 

A sorrewhat more detailed breakdown of the school attainments 
may be f ou nd i n t he f o I I ow i n g tab I e : 

·---------··----------.,..... ---
SCHOOL 

ATTAINMENT _ .. ____ , _____ _ 
Number 

Per cent of which 
Less than 8th grnde 

8th grade 

9t h - 11th grade 

High School 

some college 

GENERAL MALE 
POPULATIOt-1 

25 YEARS OF AGE 
ANO OVER 

1,423, 54.5 

25 .1% 

22.9 

I 7 .2 

19.6 

15. 2 

(Not inducing a few 11Jhose education was u,ikno1.on) 

STATE PRISON 
POPULATION 

2214 

40. 8% 

22.5 

27.8 
6.3 
2.6 

17. 
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18. 

The generally IONer level of school attainment among the 

prison population increases progressively with their advancing ages. 

Age_ _!} to _..?_~.!.,1-.!_!r:.i_nrre n .! 
of State Prison Population ____ ___, __ _ 

LESS THAN I EIGHTH NINTH -
PRESENT AGE 

GRADE ELEVENTH EIGHTH GRADE GRADE ___ .. - --.... - -
Al I Ages 40. 22.5% 27. 8% 

Under 25 years 27. 7 22,7 43,4 
25 to 34 ye:1rs 30,4 24. 8 35.4 
35 to 4g years 5 0,2 20.6 I 19.5 
50 years and over 64-. (i 20. 0 I 7. 9 --------· ' ~,,. .. ,,., -----·~•-•-'---'-, .................. __ ,,. 

MENTAL LEVE.LS OF PR I SONE.RS 

HIG 

AN 

i ,_..,_ ..... 

H SCHOOL 

D A8O\/E 

6.2 
9.4 
9. 7 
7. 5 

To deal effectively in the rehabilitation of the individual 

prisoner it is important to measure his general intelligence. Psy-

chological examination reveA.ls his mental capacity to understand his 

conflict with the social order and his need for rehabilitation. 

fv.enta I Leve Is on Ad miss ion 

of State Prison Population ---
MEtH~ L LEVEL 

Tota I 

Superior 
Average 

Ou I I norrril I or i nf~ r i or 
Borderline 

rve n ta I I y def i c i e n t 

NUMBER 

2210 

175 
1003 

636 
328 

68 

--------------------------
(Not incLuaing a few not examined) 

PER CENT 

I 00. CY% 

7.9 
45.4 
28.8 
14. 8 
3. I 

I 
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19. 

A general description of the psychological terms used is giv-

en insorrewhat non-technical language below: 

Superior: 

Average: 

An individual of superior int~lligence is one 
who is much brighter than the majority of 
people of his own age. 

An individual of average intelligence is one 
who is as bright as the majority of people of 
his own age. 

Dul I Normal An individual of dull normal inte 11 igence is 
bright than the 

or 
Inferior: one who is s I ight ly less 

majority of people of his own age. 

Borderline: An individual of borrcjerl lne intelligence is 
one who is appreciably less bright than the 
majority of people of his own age but is not 
mentally deficient. 

tv'ental !y An individual who cannot meet his social needs 
Deficient: without varying degrees of supervision and 

guidance. 

The determination of the general intelligence level of the 

offender is important not only from the standpoint of deciding on 

an educational and vocational program for him within the institution, 

but also from the point of view of ascertaining his capacities to 
participate in parole plans. 

The distribution shown in the table indicates that this popu-

lation Is not too different as far as m(rntal level is concerned from 

the general civilian populatiorrn, It also resembles the distribution 

of mental levefis observed in the examination ofmi litary populations. 

There is perhaps a greater percentage of mental deficients in 

the prison population than in the general population, particularly 

if individuals designated as borderline are considered mental defl-
c ients. 

In addition to concerning himself with the intelligence level 

of the particular offender so that appropriate institutional assign-.-
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ments may be made, the psychologist in the correctional situation con-
cerns himself with the determination of psychological factors as they 
relate to the delinquency. The psychologist estimates the general 
stability of the inmate and the kind of custody and supervision that 
will be necessary to provide that his prison experience is most re-
habilitating. He is prepared to counsel and guide the inmate 
with personality deviation, 

Not only is the inmate re-evaluated in the course of his prison 
experience but immediate fy prior to parole he is once again examined 

by the psychologist in order to estimate the possibll ities of successful 
adjustment on/ parole. These psychological reports are considered by 
the Parole Board in making their decision about the release of the in-
mate. 

PSYCH I A TR IC CONST I TUT I ON OF PR I SONF. RS 

The studies of the individual prisoner made by the psychiatrist 
have as their rurrose to learn something of his personality make-up 

and character traits, his behavior characteristics as they reveal 
themselves in emotional disturbances and conflicts, and the bearing 
they might have upon the prisoner's anti-social and criminal conduct 
and his outlook for personal and social adjustment. 

The results of psychiatric examinations of more than 2,000 pri-
soners made by or. Paul B, Means, Psychiatrist, Mental Hygiene Bureau, 
Trenton State Hospital, are summarized in the following table: 

Psychiatric Diagnoses on Admission of - ----~~-,.-.. _,._,., ____ _ 
State Prison Popu iation 

PSYCHIATRIC OIAGN0SIS* 

Tota I 

Psychotic 

Psychopathic persona I ity 
Constitutional defective 
Const itutiona I inferior 
C hron le a I coho I ic 
E pi le rsy 
Psyc hone u rot ic 
lv'ental deficiency 
No psychosis 

*FOR A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF TttE PSYCHIATRIC TERMS USED 

-
1'.Rf&ENT..POPULATIO,N 
NU~1BER PER CENT 

222.7 100.0% 

4 0.2 
419 18.8 
826 3 7. I 
154 6.9 
146 6. 5 

15 0.7 
7 0.3 

24 I • I 
632 28.4 

SEE APPENDIX B •• 
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III. A FIFTY-YEAR TREND IN THE PRISON POPULATION 

PR I SON POPULATION AND COURT COMMITMENTS 

The long term trend in the prison population shows a steadily 

increasing number in the prisoners confined, but a fluctuating 

number in the court commitments, the highest number occurring in 

the period 1930-1939, showing a decline in the next ten-year period 

1940-1949, but again rising somewhat in recent year. 

Trend in Pris on P~.!~L?..!2. 
and Court Commitments _,,_.,_,_,,,, _______ , __ 

1900 - 1953 

I L. ·~~RAGE. ANNU_AL NUMB·~-• 
PERIOD I ST/\TF PRISON COURT 

PVPIJLATION c~r~s -~ 
1900 - 1909 1203 486 

1910-1919 1328 480 

1920- 1929 1419 564 

1930 - 1939 1875 826 

1940 - 1949 2035 668 

1950 - l 953 2547 746 



I' 

The table be low showing prisom population related to the 

general male population 20 years of age and ove,r allows, however, 

a more valid observation in the trend in the prison situation. 

Rate of Prison Population and Court Commitments ---To Ge ne r a I M1 I e Pc p u I at ion 

1900 - 1953 

RATE PER 100,000 
GENERAL MALE POPULATION 

20 YEARS AND OVfR * PERIOD ---ST/\TE PRISON COURT 
POPULATION co~~ -

1900 - 1909 I 715. 5 70. 9 
1910 - 1919 148, 9 ::J3.8 
1920 - 1929 I ::21-. 5 4-9, 5 
1930 - 1939 137.3 60.5 
I 940 - 194 9 I 131.5 43.2 I 

1950 - 1953 I 153.5 45.0 I - - ....!_., _____ , 

*ESTIMATED ~OPULATION FOR MIO-POlkT OF PERIOD 

It is most inter!'!sting to note that the highest rate in the 

prison population occurred in the period 1900- 1909; that there 

was a considerable decline in the rates over the next four ten-

year periods and a noticeable rise occurring again in the period 

1950-1953. 

In the case of court commitments the rate was t~,e highest in 

the period 1900 - 1909. In subsequent per lcds tt:~ rates were gen-

erally lower showi n~ some fluctuations, however. 

\ 

22. 

I, 
1,1 



OFFENSE 

The cha ng i ng pattern in the offenses for which offenders 

were committed to the prison over a fifty,-three years period is 

shown in the tab I e which f o I I cws: 

Trend in Offenses of Court Commitments 

1900 - 1953 

COURT COMMITMENTS ·- --~----- __ ,.,. __ ,.,_..,. _____ ,,, ____ ,,..., 
OFFENSE - P E R I O 0 -

1900 to 1910 to/ 19?0 to' 1930 toi 1940 to 1950 to 
1909 1919 I 1929 1939 191+9 1953 ·- ~---- i-----..,...,..,,.._y __ 

_..,,_ .. 

Average Annua I Number 4-86 4130 564 826 668 746 
u • ••• • ••••o•••, ••• • .... .. 

Per cent of itift i Ch 

Hornic ide 5. I% 7 .3% 9.9% I 7. g,;,, 6. 7% 7 .5% 

Robbery 4.1 6.5 12 .2 17 .4 13. 0 12. I 

Assault 20. 8 IQ,8 12. 8 12 ,3 14. I I I. 8 

Burglary 24. I 20.0 20. 6 19.2 17 .8 18. 9 

Laree ny except auto i 9.3 8.2 6.0 ( ( ( 

Auto theft ( 22.6 rl 7 .5 f I I .2 1.6 3.7 4.0 

Rape 6.2 7.3 9.0 6.8 8.9 3. I 

Other sex offenses 3.9 6.0 6.2 6. I 8.0 4.2 

Embezzlement, fraud, etc. 5.2 6. I 6.6 E.9 7.6 9. I 

Drug law violation - 0.2 2.3 0.9 0.5 4.6 

Non-support 0.2 I 0.8 I. 4 I. 8 5.2 7.5 

Gamb I ing I- I- -I- t 0.4 0.9 5,9 

f Other offenses 7.8 8.5 7.8 9.4 5.4 5.3 I 
I- INCLUDED IN "ALL OTtlER OFFEIISES" 

,, ' 
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COURT SENTENCES 

The following table which shows a percentage distribution 

of the classified minimum sentences of the minimum-rnaximum sen-

tences at given intervals since 1935, has considerable significance 

since there seems to be little change In the relative number of 

given minimum sentences over an extended time period. 

Trend in Minimum Sentences 

of Cocirt Comn,i tme nts _,, ___ ..,..._... ___ ,......_ 

l'J35 - 1953 

PERl(.\0 

F - - ......... - _____ ,,_ -Ill'~--
!1 HND,lW of MINIMU~-MAXIMUM SENTENCE !, 

AVE~ACE II ····---·-----f'ercent oF-wni ch·-
AN•:uA L I 2-4 5-9 l0-14 15-19 120 YEARS • NU'-18ER I 1 YEA~ \'EARS YEARS YEARS__ YEARS~NO 0...'!.ER ___ -·- -

1935 - 1939 723 29. 9% 40.4% 19.6% 5.7% 1.9% I 2.5% 

1940 - 1944 G20 29.2 43. I 16.9 6.5 I .6 2.7 

1945-1949 687 26. I 4 7.0 18.5 5.7 0.8 1.9 

I 1950- 1953 730 31. 0 48. 8 14.2 3.2 I. 3 1.5 

---------



TIME SERVED 

The time intervals served by state prisoners before being 

released on parole for the first tirr:e do not seem to show pro-

nounced fluctuations over an nineteen-year period as the fol lav-,-

ing table i I lustrates. 

PERIOD 

1935 -
1940 

1945 -
1950 

1939 

1944 

1949 

1953 

---

Trend in Time Served Before First Parole 
of F1arole Releases ------·-

AVER/>GE 
ANNUAL NU1i,8ER 

RELEASE;) ON 
FIRST PA,OL~ 

TIM~ SERVED BEFORE FIRST PAROLE ----- ---··Pe;. cent of which _, __ _ 

LESS 2 I 3 l 4 l 5 YEARS 
.... -,.,..-,..,. 

THAN I .J· .. !!~, }-_J_s.,A..!3... YE~~S YEARS YEARS AND OVER -· ·--·1-·--
412 2 5. ~)J1~ 36. 9% 16.0% 8.0% 4.4% 9.2% 

527 21. 8 31.? 14. 6 10.5 5.3 16.3 

431 18,8 36.2 14.8 8.8 5. I 16.3 

550 20,4 32. 9 13 .8 9. I 6.7 17. I 
.,--~ ··--- -·--•-

This is further illustrated in the figures cited be ION: 

Trend in Median Time S~!::~C!. 
Bef~_£j rst Paro le of Pa:_ulc ?~ leas.!:_~ 

1935 - 1953 

.--------------·------. 
MEOll,N LENGTH 

OF TIME SERVED 
PERIOD BEFORE ---- FIRST PAROLE 

193.? - 1939 I • 7 Yea rs 

1940 - 1944 2.0 Yea rs 

1945 - 1949 I. 8 Years 

1950 1953 I. 9 Yea rs 



AGE 

Taken as a whole the age leve Is under 30 years of age of 

individuals committed to the State Prison by the court have.gen-

erally declined since 1900, and a relative increase has taken 

place in the prisoners over 30years of age. 

Trend in Age of court Commi trre nts 

1900 - 1953 

AVERAGE- LESS 
Pe-r C?nt of , wh~c~ 

PERIOD ANNUAL THAN 20-29 30-49 50 YEARS 
NUMBER 20 YEARS YEARS YEARS AND OVER - ---- ·-----

1900 - 1909 486 7.8% 45.7% 39.7% 6. 8% 
1910 - 1919 480 6.0 43. I 43 .6 7,3 
1920 - 1929 564 5.3 4 7.2 41. I 6.4 
1930 - 1939 82fi 5.6 41.5 45.3 7.6 
1940 - I 949 668 3. ') 36, 7 49.3 IO. I 
IG:iO - I g.93 746 2.4 36.5 52. I 9.0 

' - ' -
A simplified index of the trend in the age levels of prison-

ers committed since 1900 wi 11 be found be low: 

Trend in Median Age of ____ ,....._ __ 

PERIOD 

1900 -
1910 -
1920 -

1930 -

1940 -
1950 -

,£.~ t Comm i t 
1900 - 1953 

1909 
1919 

1929 

1939 
1949 
1953 

MEDIAN AGE 
'oF COURT 

COMM I n,ENTS ---
29.2 Yea rs 

30. 2 Years 

29, 5 Yea rs 

30, 8 Years 

32. 6 Yea rs 

32, 9 Years 

(i 2s. ,: i 
,1' 

11111 

" 1:,,1, 

Iii 

,I~ ',I 
11 1: 

1111' r !!1 t 

ill': 
,11 

II, 

iii 
Ii 
I: 

1:1 I 

111 
,11 

/ii]i 

;J 

11:, 

11 

i1 

Ill:, 

1111 

111 

!I 
I 

I 

,,, 

111 

'I 
I 

/1 

r ,, 
11 

i I I 

I 11,1, 

liil 
111 

:1,1 

111 

Ii'/ 

[11 

11
1 

1, 
,1, 
,1 

I: I 
i!! 
Ii I 

11 I 

1rr: 

I,' 



NATIVITY 

The changes that have taken place in the immigration 

pol icles of this country are reflected c learfy in the fol low-

ing figures which show a sharp dee I ine In the proportion of the 

foreign-born committed to the State Prison and a perceptible 

increase in native born prisoners of foregin or mixed parent-

age. 

Trend in Nativity of White court Commitments 

1910 - 1953 

·-· -~ 
NATIVITY OF WHITE PRISONERS 

AVERASE 
___ ,.,...._........,_ . 

A"INUAL PER CENP DISfRIBUPION 
PERIOD 

IJUMBFR !)F NATIVE WHITE 
WHITE 

.., _ _,,,,__,... __ --- FOREIGN 
COMMITMENTS TOTAL OF NATIVE OF FOREIGN 

OR MIXED BORN PARENTAGE PARENTAGE 

1910 - 1914 396 57.3% 31.8% 25. 5% 42.7% 

1920 - 1924 334 64. 7 29,4 35.3 35.3 

1930 - 1934 626 76.8 35. I 41. 7 23.2 

1940 - 1944 412 87. I 43.2 43.9 12.9 

1950 - 1953 394 93. 7 44.7 49,0 6.3 

I_ 

I 

I 



IV. c·oJ.IPARISON OF PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

PRISONERS IN THE THREE PRISON UNITS 

Al I penal offenders sentenced by the court· to serve time in 

the State Prison are kept in custody at the State Prison proper unti I 

sue h ti me as the classification committee has comp I eted its studies, 

and a decision is made whether the individual prisoner is to be kept 

in the State Prison itself, or to be transferred to either of the 

two prison farms - Rahway or Leesburg. 

The fol lowing tables compare certain characteristics of the 

inmates of the three units of the state Prison, 

Age of ~rc~~~C?.£.!:!J.Ui..o...!l..-!.t 
state Prison and Prison Farms 

STATE RAHWAY 
PRESCNT AGE TOTAL PR! SON PRISON E.!lM 

Total Number 2227 1088 930 .. 
Per cent of which 

Und e r 2 5 ye a rs I 1.5% 10. 7% 14,0% 
25 - 34 years 42.2 4 ,. 7 44 .3 
35 - 49 years 35,2 35,7 33.5 
50 years and over fl.I II. 9 8.2 

- --- I 
School Attainment of Present Population at -state Prison and Prison Farms 

I STATE RAHWAY SCHOOL TOTAL PRISON 
ATTAINMENT PRISON FARM 

Tota I Number 2214 1077 928 

Per cent of which 
Less than 8th grade 40. 8% 39. 7% 39. 8% 
8th grade 22.5 22,8 22.8 
Above 8th grade 36. 7 3 7.5 37,4 

I l 

(Not inc£ud.ing a few whose education was unknown) 

LEESBURG 
PRISON 

FARM 

209 

4.8% 
34. 9 
40.2 
20. I 

LEESBURG 
PRISON 

FARM 

209 

48.3% 
18.7 
33.0 



Mental Level of Present Population 

of State Prison and Prison Farms --.... ·---·---·---~---
r&f AL STATE MENTAL LEVEL PR IS ON - -

Tota I Number 2210 1078 . "" .. 
~"••• H •• • u ... ' ... ....... . . ".. .. . .... , ..... 

Per cent of which 
superior 

I 
7.9% 8.2% 

Average 45,4 46, I 
Du I I norma I or inferior 28.8 29. 9 

t Border I i ne I 14 .8 
I 

13, I 
! ' j Men ta I deficiency 5, I 2.7 

-
RAHWAY 
PR I SON 

FARM 

923 

7,5% 
45.4 
27. I 
16.8 
3,2 

l 

l 

LEESBURG 
PR I SON 

FARM 

209 

8.6% 
41. 6 
30,7 
14.8 
4,3 l I ------------~-------~----(Not including a few not e~1mi~ed) 

Psychiatric Diagnoses of Present Population -----.--~-.. - ---- .. -"".,.._ -- ---
of state Prison and Pris on Farms --------·- ----· I I 

STATE RAHWAY LEES BURG 
PSYCHIATRIC DIAGNOSIS TOTAL PR I SON PRISON · PRISON ~-~----.- - --~-" __ !_A.E!i. FARM 

Tota I Number 2227 1088 930 209 .. " 

Per cent of 1.t.1h ich 

o. J%1 Psychotic 0.2% 0.3% 
Psychopathic persona Ii ty 18.8 20.9 19.2 5. 7% 
Constitutional defective 37. I 36.6 43.3 12. 0 
Constitutional inferior 6,9 6.8 8.0 2.9 
Chronic alcoholic 6.5 6.0 5.3 15.3 
Epi I epsy o. 7 I. 0 0,4 
Psychoneurosis 0,3 0.6 0.5 
Menta I deficiency I • I 0.9 1.2 t. 4 

No psychosis 28.4 26.9 22.5 62.2 

---
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APPEND IX A 

ABSTRACT OF CASE HISTORY USED BY STATE PAROLE BOARD 

IN CONS IDER ING PAROLE ACTION 

Personal 
cha-racteristics 

Offense 

Inmaite 1 s 
Account of 
Offense 

Officia1, 
Account of 
Offense 

Previotis 
Record 

Eclucat"ion 

SociaL History 

Economic 
Status 

Nat:ive-hor11 white of mixed native and foreign parenta.ge, aged 29, 
married, one chilcl. 

Robbery - 5 - 7 years 
Plea - Non Vult 

Was driving with o, friend and man who was robbed. Claims argument 
started betwce11 his frie:ud and victim. He tried to stop them, 
felt tHseustcd, stopped the car and lot the two men out but 
waite,l to p:ick 11p his friend a little later. States that friend 
h11,d previously su1::-gestcd ·to him th,t they rob the man and that 
following th1s tesi..i1Pouy h1s lawyer advised him to plead non vult. 

Defendant and accomplice 71lannod to rob victim who wa.s in habit of 
displaying w,illct with money :in it :in rcsta-urant frequented by 
defernfo,nts. Gn 11.1.ght o:f crJ_me defendant drove victim a.nd accomplice 
to nearby c1.ty n.t 11: Hi t'• ni. AccoroJ;,lice leaned over from back 
3eat of ca1' and struck victim ,,1th bla.ctijack while defendant 
struck h1m a,ho,it face w1.lh fists. They then left him and split 
tbe proceeds of the robbery - twenty-three dolla,rs each. 

Long history of trua.ncy, sentences to county jail for disorderly 
conduct and l'eckless driving, :3 yea1·s probation for lat'ceny of auto. 

Completed 6th grade. 

Father: s•frpping cl.erk 
Hothe1·: house1,1fe 
S.1.bliugs: 2 brothers 1n army and 011c in school 

1 sister - housewife 
Wife: hc,usewife 
Child: with :r.otlier 
1''a111J.ly hJ.otory elicited informa.tion that one brother wa.s placed on 
11rol->ation .111 !l~me case with inmate. G0t along 11fine 11 at home hut 
mother used to 11 holler 11 at him fm; truuucy. Reports there were 
boys who stole in the nclghborhood and he got mixed up ivith a 
couple. 'I"hc family rented a 6-room fro,mc house with gas, bath, 
electricity. He gave llis pay to h1s mot!ter and she gave him back 
s_pen.drng mnney, 

Since marriage he and wife lived with his family paying $15 a week. 
Si:,i,tcs he lvas unable to obtain rooms. S1nce his incarceration wife 
and cl1Jltl have 1noved to wife's home. 



Nedicai 

Nentai 
Leve i 

General physical condition good. 
nose, and throat - normal. Eyes 

General Mental Level - Inferior. 

Teeth - fair. Heart, lungs, ears, 
20-30. Wasserman - negative. 

Appears to be ::;elf-centered and feelings for family appear to be only 
on surface. Wife claims he did not support her and that he seldom 
worked. Although he claims he was never separated from her, she states 
she left him when he fjrst became involved with the law, after their 
marriage. Ile apparently b:aveled with poor associates and had little 
concern for his family. 

Psychiatric Constitutional Defective. 
Diagnosis No evidence of psychosis. Be is amenable, unstable, and unreliable. 

Not recowJ11ended for transfer to either prison farm, 

Industrial Unslrilled, SJ>Ot'adi.c work record. 

Disciplin- Out of place - 15 days loss of privileges (Mov1es, recreation, etc.) 
ary Refusing to work. Forfeited 60 credits 11good co.nduct time 11 • 

Pre-ParoZe 
PZan 

Em,Pioyment 

Evaluation 

Neighborhood. - 1·esideutia,l and shopp1.ng area, inhabitants of mixed 
nation<l-lit1.es, delinq_uency rate is moderate. 

HotN? conditions - 5 room apartment ou second floor ·of 3-story brick 
building adcqud:tcly fur:o ishcd. Housekeeping standartls are excellent. 

Family - Father, mother and one brother employed. 
Harmonious relationship, su.b'jcct got along '\\·ell with parents and sib-
lings. Wife now e1112loyed and. su1,portJng child by herself. Does not 
"'ish reconc1liation. Subject's family indicates will1ngness to assist 
1n h1s superv:is1.on. 

Ras verified offer of employment as laborer for construction company. 

Parents are interested in subject, want to help h1.m, but are apprehen-
sive of the1.r abil:Jty to ,1sdist in his read3ustment effectively. There 
is no indic:1t1on that wife wishes reconciliation. 'Cnless institution-
alization ha.$ given him a new orientation be Jl1ust be regarded as a 
serious parole r1.sk. The s,u-veillance aspect of parole "ill be accen-
tnated in the hope that strict supervision will achieve successful re-
habilitation, 

Recommenda- Approve parole plan on strict trie,l basis. 
tions 
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APPEND IX B 

DEFINITION OF PSYCHIATRIC TERMS USED IN STUDY 

1. Psycho tic - Colll1llon1y means insanity and is a mental illness usually character-
ized by a falsification of reality by means o:f hallucinations, delusions, 
illusions or mental confusion or delirium, or block1ng of thought and move-
ment. Also includes severe depression (melancholy) or violence and excite-
ment and destructiveness. There are many other symptoms, such as a flight 
of ideas and peculiar uannerisms, etc. All of these symptoms a.re not neces-
sarily present in one individual and any one symptom ta.ken at random does not 
indicate a psychosis. 

2, Psychopathic Pe1"sonaiity - This group is characterized primarily by personality 
devia.tions. Their general characteristics deviate from 1-hat nia.y be expected 
of normal, socially a.d,justed individuals and this deviation is p1•esent to 
such a degree as to cause them to be unable to adjust to accepted social be-
havior for any long period of time. Some of these cases are borderline 
psychotic and some are even considered pre-psychotic ;;i,nd frequently do de-
velop psychosis or have pnycJ-,ut1.c periods or e1lisodes. 

ThreE' types mo.1y be d1st:i.ngu1.shed: 

(1) The paranoid persona.lity has poor insight and usually i~ an aggressive 
type. He can be extremely arrL1gon1.st1.c, egotistic, sarcastic, abusive and 
frequently lies or grossly cx.igge1atcs a s1.tuation without benef1t to him-
self. Ile has very little a:Cfect1.on for anyone, even members of his own 
family. This type usually reacts unfa.vorabl,r to any form of authority. He 
can easily become a quite stormy individual under slight emotional stress. 

(2) The inadequate psychcpa.th is a somewhat seclusive individual who is 
somewhat with<lra.wn and shows very little outward emotion and seldom lives up 
to h1.s mental ahility or if he does, he is a dependent type and lacks sus-
tained effort and his ";hole social adjustment is inadequate. 

(3) Sexual deviates include the homosexuals, the sadists and those that 
derive sexual s~tisfaction or stimulation tlirough numerous vicarious activi-
ties. 

3. Oonstitutignai Defective -- Indicates the presence of a defect in the in-
dividua.l's jnherent make-up. Probably this group's characteristics a.re 
mostly of a behavioristic pattern which usually can be traced back to very 
early childhood. They ordina.nly do not present any outstanding or gross 
personality deviations. Their behrtvior is charac.:ei:ized by very earlw de-
velopment of anti-social behavior such a.s petty thiev·ery, lying protectively, 
truancy in school w1.th a g21adnal tendency :for their behavior to become fixed 
into a pattern of' chronic delinq_uency. They seek associations among similar 
individuals and continue to comwit crimes time after time advancing through 
the various reformatories, continuing their recidivistic ;;i,nti-sociaJ. behavior 
even after numerous prison terma. Of course, other factors than the consti-
tutional element should be considered in these cases s1.nce they most often 
come from poor environment, broken homes and conditions of deprive.ment. 

' I ' 
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IJ. Oonstit'IJ,tionai Inferior - These cases are practically the sa.me type as the 
const1.tutional defectives except that they have a low or bo1·derline in-
telligence and may even be mental defectives and therefore generally 
inadequate in addition to their anti-social behavior. 

-~ 

5. Chronic A lcohoitc - Individuals who are particularly susceptible to the 
hal,it-forming qualities of alcohol and either have used alcohol continu-
ously for a long period of time or are inclined to have frequent epi-
sodes of excessive drinking'. The underlying factors in this group may 
be eithe1· a neurotic state, a psychopathic state, 01· caused by domestic 
or environmental situations. 

fl, EPiLepsy - Individuals who are subject to convulsive seizures either of a 
severe nature (Grand Mal) with a period o'f unconsciousness or which may 
be less severe even to the e.z.te:ut that there is no convulsion and the 
unconscious period may ld.st only a few seconds (Petit 1-fal) and may hard-
ly be noticeable. 

7. Psychoneurotic - Prima1·il;v anxiety states ~hich may be expressed either as 
anxiety or by the manifestation of some defense disorder such as depres-
sion or hysterical conversion of the uuderlying condition to some outward 
symptom in various parts of the body. There may be groundless fears 
(phobias) or compulsions. There are also amnesias of a neurotic type 
and even a state of stupor. 'I'hcse psychoneurotic symptoms may be derived 
from happenings occurring in ea;:ly life. 

Some anxiety states of short duration may have situational factors as 
causative agents and frequently are considered as only a temporary state 
associated ,dth one oi: the other larger diagnostic groups. 

8. Mental Deficie~cy Although many mentally deficient cases are found in 
the constitutional inferior groups and some even in the psychotic or 
p(:lychopathic groups the term as used here includes only those mentally 
deficient cases wb.ich show uo marked instability or _personality devia-
tio:1s exce1,t those one ,rnu.ld expect to find in an individual with this 
degree of intellectual limitation. This group includes all such cases 
whose mental age would classify them either as high grade morons or any 
lesser mental ages. 

9. No Psychosis - This group consists of those cases where no mental, epilep-
tic, psychopathic or other psychiatric condition could be found on exam-
ination. 






