HORSE RACING

SUBCHAPTER 8. WEIGHTS

13:70-8.1  Obligatory penalties

13:70-8.2  Weight allowances

13:70-8.3  Noncumulative penalties and allowances

13:70-8.4  Entitled allowance of weight

13:70-8.5  Weight penalties; effect on allowances

13:70-8.6  Subsequent weight allowances

13:70-8.7  Claim of unentitled weight allowance

13:70-8.8  Placing second or lower

13:70-8.9  Failure to finish second or lower

13:70-8.10  Steeplechase or hurdle race penalties

13:70-8.11 Horses beaten in one or more races

13:70-8.12 Decision in dispute

13:70-8.13  Disqualification penalties

13:70-8.14 Dead heats

13:70-8.15 Determine eligibility, penalties and allowances

13:70-8.16 Weights, scale of

13:70-8.17 Weighing of jockeys

13:70-8.18 Items included in jockey’s weight; safety vest re-

quirement

13:70-8.19 Weight of bridle or whip

13:70-8.20 Overweight limit

13:70-8.21 Attendants for jockeys

13:70-8.22 Weighing after race

13:70-8.23  Assistance after race

13:70-8.24 Touching horse after race

13:70-8.25 Removal of equipment from horse

13:70-8.26 Jockey carries equipment to scales

13:70-8.27 Weight of jockey after race; short weight

13:70-8.28 Overweight of jockey after race

SUBCHAPTER 9. JOCKEYS, JOCKEY APPRENTICES AND
JOCKEY AGENTS

13:70-9.1  Jockey license

13:70-9.2  Jockey’s name

13:70-9.3  Age of jockey

13:70-9.4  New riders

13:70-9.5  Pending application

13:70-9.6  Jockey’s interest in horses

13:70-9.7  Owner or trainer consent to ride

13:70-9.8  Jockey under contract

13:70-9.9  Jockey’s appearance

13:70-9.10 Smoking

13:70-9.11 Protective skull cap

13:70-9.12  Safety helmet

13:70-9.13 Jockey’s number

13:70-9.14 Reporting to jockey room

13:70-9.15 Reporting to jockey room; stake race

13:70-9.16 Betting by jockeys

13:70-9.17 Touting information; jockey

13:70-9.18 Jockey fees

13:70-9.19 Dead heats

13:70-9.20 Forfeiture of winning purse; jockey’s fees

13:70-9.21 Proof of physical and mental capacity

13:70-9.22  Start of suspension/designated race

13:70-9.23 Fines

13:70-9.24 Agents

13:70-9.25 Jockey’s attendants; restriction

13:70-9.26  Jockey apprentices; rules

13:70-9.27 Application for apprentice license

13:70-9.28 Riding pending application decision

13:70-9.29 Weight allowances

13:70-9.30 Apprentice contracts

13:70-9.31 Allowances for contracted apprentices

13:70-9.32 Extension of time period

13:70-9.33  Earnings

13:70-9.34 Filing of jockey contracts

13:70-9.35 Written contracts required

13:70-9.36 Weighing out

13:70-9.37 Jockey agent license

13:70-9.38 Engagements

13:70-9.39 Dismissed agent; transfer of license

13:70-9.40 Agent’s records
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13:70-9.41
13:70-9.42
13:70-9.43
13:70-9.44
13:70-9.45
13:70-9.46
13:70-9.47
13:70-9.48
13:70-9.49
13:70-9.50
13:70-9.51

Jockey agent license fee

Actions pending application decision

Engagements for other jockeys

Termination of contract; notice

Agent’s fees

Record of engagements

Rival claims for rider’s services

Touting information; agent

Falsification of records

Agent’s assistance; rival claims

Requirement concerning the wearing of advertisement
material

SUBCHAPTER 10. PADDOCK TO POST

13:70-10.1
13:70-10.2

Saddled horses in paddock
Time schedule

Saddle number

Full parade

Weights

Time period

Equipment changes
Blinkers

SUBCHAPTER 11. POST TO FINISH

13:70-11.1
13:70-11.2

13:70-11.10
13:70-11.11
13:70-11.12

Crossing or weaving

Jostling

Touching or striking
Shortening stride

Frivolous complaints
Complaints

Disqualifications; fouls
Extent of disqualification
Horses’ best effort

Jockey’s best effort
Automatic disqualification; purse
Abusive whipping by a jockey

SUBCHAPTER 12. CLAIMING

13:70-12.1
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13:70-12.10
13:70-12.11
13:70-12.12
13:70-12.13
13:70-12.14
13:70-12.15
13:70-12.16
13:70-12.17
13:70-12.18
13:70-12.19
13:70-12.20
13:70-12.21
13:70-12.22
13:70-12.23
13:70-12.24
13:70-12.25
13:70-12.26
13:70-12.27
13:70-12.28
13:70-12.29
13:70-12.30
13:70-12.31
13:70-12.32
13:70-12.33
13:70-12.34

Claiming races on the flat
Restrictions; claiming privileges
Claiming races over jumps or hurdles
Claimed horse

Claimed horse racing elsewhere
Agents

Claiming own horse

Claimed horse; stabled
Number of claims

Stable claims

Agreements

Intimidation

Affidavits

Form of claims

No money in claim box

Time; claims

Irrevocability

Opening claim envelopes

Title in claimed horse

Void claims

Delivery to claimant

Delivery; written authorization
Cooling the horse

Required delivery

Title; more than one claim
Engagements

Liens

Eliminated stables

Right to claim

Claiming price

Sale of claimed horse

Conlflict of rules
Circumvention of rules

Sex of horse claimed
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13:70-12.35
13:70-12.36
13:70-12.37

Protests
Testing
Open claiming

SUBCHAPTER 13. OBJECTIONS AND PROTESTS

13:70-13.1
13:70-13.2
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-1
13:70-13.10
13:70-13.11
13:70-13.12
13:70-13.13
13:70-13.14

3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
3.
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Who can protest; generally
Protest involving fraud
Protest procedure

Protest; maiden status
Immediate consideration; disqualification
Protest; programmed distance
Happening in race

Protest by jockey

Costs

Disposition of moneys
Weight penalties

Records of protest

Frivolous protests
Withdrawing protests

13:70-13.15 through 13:70-13.20 (Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER 13A. APPEALS

13:70-13A.1
13:70-13A.2
13:70-13A.3
13:70-13A.4
13:70-13A.5
13:70-13A.6
13:70-13A.7
13:70-13A.8

Right of Appeal

Imposition of penalty; Commission
Nature of proceedings

Appeal procedure

Hearings

Frivolous appeals

Hearing; costs

Stay pending appeal

SUBCHAPTER 14. ILLEGAL PRACTICES

13:70-14.1
13:70-14.2
13:70-14.3

13:70-14.11
13:70-14.12
13:70-14.13
13:70-14.14
13:70-14.15
13:70-14.16
13:70-14.17

Bribes, gifts and gratuities

Offers of bribes

Knowledge of violations

False or misleading statements

Illegal devices

Tampering

Disqualified persons or horses
Conspiracies

Soliciting bets

Betting; jockey’s attendant

Betting own horse

Narcotics conviction; denial of license
Cooperation with other agencies; violations of law
Fraud; disqualification

State Police; responsibilities

Equine fatality report

Suspension pending outcome of indictment

13:70-14.18 through 13:70-14.29 (Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER 14A. MEDICATION AND TESTING

PROCEDURES

13:70-14A.1  Intent of medication rules; general provisions

13:70-14A.2  Testing

13:70-14A.3  Pre-race testing program

13:70-14A.4  Post-race testing program; split urine sample

13:70-14A.5  Procedure following positive chemical analysis

13:70-14A.6  Trainers

13:70-14A.7  Penalties

13:70-14A.8  Possession of drugs or drug instruments

13:70-14A.9  Administering medication to respiratory bleeders;
standards for the administration of non steroidal
anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAID) and anti-ulcer
medications; environmental contaminants

13:70-14A.10 Breathalyzer test

13:70-14A.11 Urine test

13:70-14A.12  Anti-recombinant human EPO antibody testing pro-
gram

13:70-14A.13  Out-of-competition testing (on non-race days and on
race days pre-race) of racehorses for Erythro-
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poietin (Epogen, EPO), DarbEPO, or other blood
doping agents; penalties, procedures and testing
costs for positive test results for Erythropoietin
(Epogen, EPO), DarbEPO, or other blood doping
agents, as a result of out-of-competition testing;
penalties, procedures and testing costs for positive
test results for Erythropoietin (Epogen, EPO),
DarbEPO, or other blood doping agents, as a
result of post-race blood sample testing (on race
days) conducted pursuant to other provisions of
this chapter

13:70-14A.14 Post-race blood gas testing program

13:70-14A.15 Post-race blood gas testing program; pre-race
guarded quarantine

13:70-14A.16 Post-race blood gas testing program; punishment for
failure to cooperate

SUBCHAPTER 15. RACING OFFICIALS

13:70-15.1  List of racing officials
13:70-15.2  Appointment

13:70-15.3  Submission of names of officials
13:70-15.4  Certificates; vision

13:70-15.5  Weekly compensation

13:70-15.6  Horse ownership or interest; officials
13:70-15.7  Restrictions

13:70-15.8  Report of violations

SUBCHAPTER 16. STEWARDS

13:70-16.1  Qualifications
13:70-16.2  Powers of stewards

13:70-16.3  Steward’s orders

13:70-16.4  Governing conduct

13:70-16.5  Entries and declarations
13:70-16.6  Authority; extent

13:70-16.7  Punishment for violations
13:70-16.8  Fines

13:70-16.9  Suspensions and disqualifications

13:70-16.10  Exclusion of certain persons
13:70-16.11 Required proof

13:70-16.12  Postponing races

13:70-16.13  Track conditions; transfers
13:70-16.14  Extent of disqualification; fouls
13:70-16.15 Power to examine horses
13:70-16.16  Presence of stewards

13:70-16.17 Overnight races; time on duty
13:70-16.18  Steward’s deputy; appointment
13:70-16.19 Filling vacancies; stewards
13:70-16.20  Acting stewards

13:70-16.21 Filling vacancies; racing officials
13:70-16.22 Reporting replacements or substitutions
13:70-16.23  Questionable conduct

13:70-16.24  Jockey substitutes

13:70-16.25 Horses in temporary charge of trainer
13:70-16.26  Horses, arrival at starting post
13:70-16.27  Accidents or casualties
13:70-16.28 Investigation of complaints
13:70-16.29  Reports of infractions
13:70-16.30 Procedure; violations
13:70-16.31 Access

13:70-16.32  Suspensions; badges; admission
13:70-16.33  Changes in equipment
13:70-16.34 State Police; communication

SUBCHAPTER 17. STARTER

13:70-17.1  Who may start race
13:70-17.2  Insurance of a fair start

13:70-17.3  Final decision; starts
13:70-17.4  Appointing starter’s assistants
13:70-17.5  Horses; starter’s control
13:70-17.6  Horses’ positions

13:70-17.7  Delays

13:70-17.8  Injured horses
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13:70-14A.15 Post-race blood gas testing program; pre-
race guarded quarantine

(a) Where a trainer, during any 12-month period, has had
any single horse under his or her custody, care and control
test equal to or in excess of the total carbon dioxide level
(TCO,) set forth in N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14(a), and where the
level of TCO, has not been determined as physiologically
normal for the horse in such instance pursuant to N.J.A.C.
13:70-14A.14(c), that horse subsequently scheduled to par-
ticipate in a race under the custody, care and control of said
trainer shall be placed under pre-race guarded quarantine. The
track association sponsoring the race shall make such pre-race
guarded quarantine available, at the sole expense of the
trainer, for a length of time to be determined by the stewards
but in no event less than six hours prior to the start of the first
race of the program.

1. Any pre-race guarded quarantine required by this
subsection shall continue as to the affected horse for six
months following the date of the order of quarantine, re-
gardless of whether the horse is transferred to a new bona
fide trainer.

(b) Where a trainer, during any 12-month period, has had
any horse or horses under his or her custody, care and control
test equal to or in excess of TCO, level set forth in N.J.A.C.
13:70-14A.14 on two occasions, and where the said level of
TCO, has not been determined as physiologically normal for
the horse in either of such instance, all horses subsequently
scheduled to participate in a race under the custody, care and
control of that trainer shall be placed under pre-race guarded
quarantine. The track association sponsoring the race shall
make such pre-race guarded quarantine available, at the sole
expense of the trainer, for a length of time to be determined
by the stewards but in no event less than six hours prior to the
start of the first race of the program.

1. Any pre-race guarded quarantine required by this
subsection shall continue as to the affected trainer for eight
months following the date of the second order of quaran-
tine of a horse or horses under his or her custody, care and
control. However, if during the eight-month period any
additional horse under the custody, care and control of the
trainer is determined to have an excessive TCO, level in
accord with N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14, and where the level of
TCO, has not been determined as physiologically normal
for the horse, the stewards shall order that the eight-month
pre-race guarded quarantine period as to all of the trainer’s
horses be extended for a length of time which they deem
appropriate. Any horses under the custody, care and control
of the trainer at the time the trainer experienced the
excessive TCO, level, which are transferred to a new bona
fide trainer (with the exception of the particular horse or
horses which experienced the excessive TCO, level), shall
not be subject to such pre-race quarantine once under the
custody, care and control of the new trainer. However, the
trainer whose horse actually experienced the excessive
TCO, level who is subject of the pre-race quarantine order
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for all of his or her horses shall be required to have all of
his or her horses submit to pre-race quarantine for the
period ordered, regardless of when said trainer acquired or
acquires his or her horses, which pre-race quarantine shall
not be imposed at the same time the trainer is serving the
license suspension imposed pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:70-
14A.14(b)1.

(c) Where a single horse, during any 12-month period, is
determined to have an excessive TCO, level in accord with
N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14, and where the level of TCO, has not
been determined as physiologically normal for the horse, the
horse shall be placed under pre-race guarded quarantine even
where the horse has been transferred to a new trainer. The
track association sponsoring the race shall make such pre-race
guarded quarantine available, at the sole expense of the
current trainer, for a length of time to be determined by the
stewards but in no event less than six hours prior to the start
of the first race of the program.

1. Any pre-race guarded quarantine required by this
subsection shall continue as to the affected horse for six
months following the date of the order of quarantine. How-
ever, where during the pendency of such six-month period
the horse is under the custody, care and control of the new
trainer and the horse is again determined to exhibit an
excessive TCO, level in accord with N.J.A.C. 13:70-
14A.14, and where the level of TCO, has not been deter-
mined as physiologically normal for said horse, the stew-
ards shall order that the six-month pre-race guarded quar-
antine period for the horse be extended for a length of time
which they deem appropriate. Where such an event, during
any 12-month period, constitutes the second incident of
any horse or horses under the custody, care and control of
the current trainer of said horse exhibiting an excessive
TCO, level in accord with the procedures set forth in
N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14, the provisions of (b) above shall
apply as to that current trainer.

New Rule, R.2007 d.330, effective October 15, 2007.
See: 39 N.J.R. 2596(a), 39 N.J.R. 4415(a).

13:70-14A.16  Post-race blood gas testing program;
punishment for failure to cooperate

In the event any owner, trainer, licensed representative of
same, or any person subject to the jurisdiction of the Racing
Commission, fails to cooperate in connection with the blood
gas testing program authorized pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:70-
14A.14, or with regard to any procedures set forth in N.J.A.C.
13:70-14A.4(a) and (b), or otherwise set forth in or imple-
mented pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14 or 14A.15, in
addition to ordering the relief set forth in NJ.A.C. 13:70-
14A.14, the stewards may, consistent with this chapter,
impose fines or suspensions, or both, on the non-cooperating
person. In determining the length of such suspension or
amount of the fine, the stewards may consider prior violations
of N.J.A.C. 13:70-14A.14, 14A.15, or this section.

New Rule, R.2007 d.330, effective October 15, 2007.
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See: 39 N.J.R. 2596(a), 39 N.J.R. 4415(a).

SUBCHAPTER 15. RACING OFFICIALS

13:70-15.1 List of racing officials

(a) The racing officials shall include:

1. Three stewards, appointed by the Racing Commis-
sion and paid by the Association;

2. Three placing judges;
Clerk of the scales;
Three or more patrol judges;

Paddock Judge;

3

4

5. Starter;
6

7. Racing secretary, who may also be the handicapper;
8

Timer;

9. State Veterinarian and two or more Associate State
Veterinarians;

10. A mutuel manager, general manager and all other
managers and persons having administrative responsibility;

11. Chief State Veterinarian; and

12. Horse identifier.

As amended, R.1976 d.125, eff. April 22, 1976.
See: 8 N.J.R. 47(b), 8 N.J.R. 308(a).
As amended, R.1978 d.133, eff. April 19, 1983.
See: 10 N.J.R. 18(a), 10 N.J.R. 261(a).
As amended, R.1978 d.269, eff. August 1, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 259(a), 10 N.J.R. 403(c).
As amended, R.1982 d.183, eff. June 21, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R.91(a), 14 N.J.R. 661(a).
(a)12 added.
Amended by R.1990 d.127, effective February 20, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3856(b), 22 N.J.R. 663(b).
Change from one to all three stewards to be appointed by Racing
Commission.
Administrative Correction in (a)l.
See: 24 N.J.R. 2063(b).

13:70-15.2 Appointment

The stewards, a State Veterinarian and Associate State
Veterinarians, and a supervisor of mutuels shall be appointed
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by the Racing Commission. One of the duly appointed State
Veterinarians shall also be designated by the Racing Com-
mission as the Chief State Veterinarian and shall so serve at
the pleasure of the Racing Commission. All other racing offi-
cials listed in N.J.A.C. 13:70-15.1 shall be appointed by the
association, subject to the approval of the Commission.

As amended, R.1978 d.133, eff. April 19, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 18(a), 10 N.J.R. 261(a).
As amended, R.1978 d.269, eff. August 1, 1978.
See: 10 N.J.R. 259(a), 10 N.J.R. 403(c).
Amended by R.1990 d.127, effective February 20, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3856(b), 22 N.J.R. 663(b).
Change from one to all three stewards to be appointed by Racing
Commission.

13:70-15.3 Submission of names of officials

At least 30 days prior to the first day of a race meeting, the
association must submit in writing to the Racing Commission
the names of those officials listed in section 1 of this sub-
chapter and must furnish a resume of their qualifications. No
racing official shall be approved to act until he has been ap-
proved by the Racing Commission.

As amended, R.1976, d.125, effective April 22, 1976.
See: 8 N.J.R. 47(b), 8 N.J.R. 308(a).

13:70-15.4 Certificates; vision

All persons approved in the capacity of steward, placing
and/or patrol judge, starter and clerk of the scales must
submit annually a certificate from a recognized oculist or
optometrist to the effect that their vision in both eyes is 20/20
or corrected to that figure.

13:70-15.5 Weekly compensation

The compensation to be paid to those officials appointed
by the Racing Commission shall be determined by the com-
mission and shall be paid by the association on a weekly
basis.

13:70-15.6 Horse ownership or interest; officials

No one interested in the result of a race, either because of
ownership of any horse entered or of its sire or dam, or
because of bets or otherwise, shall act as a racing official in
respect to that race.

Next Page is 70-50.3
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13:70-15.7 Restrictions

(a) No racing official or his assistants shall, at the meeting:

1. Wager money or any other chattel of value on any
race;

2. Accept directly or indirectly any gratuity, reward or
favor in connection with racing;

3. Sell or buy, for himself or another, any thoroughbred
horse;

4. Write or solicit insurance on any horse;

5. Buy or sell any contract upon any jockey or jockey
apprentice for himself or another.

13:70-15.8 Report of violations

Each racing official and his assistants shall report to the
stewards all observed violations of the rules.

SUBCHAPTER 16. STEWARDS

13:70-16.1 Qualifications

Before being appointed or approved by the Racing
Commission to serve in the capacity of steward, an applicant
shall have been employed as steward, racing secretary,
assistant racing secretary, starter, placing judge, patrol judge,
paddock judge or clerk of the scales at a recognized meet or
meetings for a period of not less than 60 racing days per year,
during at least three of the five preceding calendar years;
provided however, that if no applicant possesses the fore-
going qualifications, whenever possible, the person or
persons appointed or approved as steward should have had
prior experience in some other branch of racing, such as
owner, trainer, jockey, breeder or such other related
experience as the Commissioner may deem sufficient.

Amended by R.1990 d.127, effective February 20, 1990.
See: 21 N.J.R. 3856(Db), 22 N.J.R. 663(b).
Deleted reference to racing board.

13:70-16.2 Powers of stewards

The stewards shall have the power to determine all
questions arising with reference to racing; and shall decide,
in conformity with fairness and the established usage of the
turf, all questions not specifically covered by the rules.

Next Page is 70-53
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13:70-16.3 Steward’s orders

In matters pertaining to racing, the orders of the stewards
supersede the orders of the officers and directors of the
association.

13:70-16.4 Governing conduct

The stewards shall have the power and it shall be their duty
to regulate and govern the conduct of all racing officials and
of all owners, trainers, jockeys, grooms and all other persons
attendant on horses during, before, and after races, unless the
power and the duty is vested in the Racing Commission.

13:70-16.5 Entries and declarations

All entries and declarations shall be under the supervision
of the stewards.

13:70-16.6  Authority; extent

All questions pertaining to which their authority extends
shall be determined by the majority vote of the stewards.

13:70-16.7 Punishment for violations

The stewards shall have the power to punish for violation
of the rules any person subject to their control and in their
discretion to impose fines or suspensions, or both, for infrac-
tions. The stewards may consider the prior record of any
licensee for similar violations of the rules of this Commission
or other racing commission or turf governing body in deter-
mining the extent of punishment to be imposed.

As amended, R.1982 d.183, effective June 21, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R.91(a), 14 N.J.R. 661(a).

13:70-16.8 Fines

The stewards may not impose a fine in excess of $5,000. If
it is deemed necessary that a larger fine be imposed, the
stewards shall so recommend to the Racing Commission.

As amended, R.1982 d.183, effective June 21, 1982.
See: 14 N.J.R.91(a), 14 N.J.R. 661(a).
“$500.00” was “$250.00”.
Amended by R.2004 d.154, effective April 19, 2004.
See: 35 N.J.R. 4181(a), 36 N.J.R. 1951(b).
Increased the maximum fine amount from $500.00 to $5000.00.

13:70-16.9 Suspensions and disqualifications

The stewards may suspend a person or disqualify a horse.
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