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NUMBER VIL
Derects oF THE CONSTITUTION, RESPECTING THE QUAL#-
FICATIONS OF ELECTORS ANDP ELECTED.

IT will not be denied, that a conflitution ought diftinély to pdimt
out what perfons may ele&, and whe may be eleted ; and that it
thould as diftin@ly prefcribe their feveral qualifications, and render

over-balance the lofs on the treafury. The aforefaid writer admits, that
the additional expenfe of an extra feflion, may be near £.500. This is 2
great deal too much to fink annuallyforever ; more efpécially as the remedy
js fo eafy, and beneficial. I here fubjoin what paffed on the article of
Expense; the reader will perceive, that the fallacy of the objefor’s argu-

ment lies in affuming the fa&, that swo fittings would be necessary.
e

For the STATE GAZETTE.

publithed in your paper, of the 16th January laft, ’Iigned
0. VII. among many other extraordinary reafons againft the
of New-Jerfey, is the following:
itional fitting, made neceflary by the wrong appointment of -
fu;-h eeting under the conftitution, cannot coft the ftate fhort of.
: annum, reckoning the whole expenfes at £.75 per day, for 40
no trifling fum, to be borne for a fingle year; but when we
the conttitution, and fee that it is faftened upon
ncalculable evil, and demands a fpeedy redrefs.”.
; g\;, what credit ought to be given to the affertions of
ey find, on examining the public accounts, that the whole
jiflature for the laft year, from O&ober, 17QQ, toO&obe&j,
ges, milage, copying, engrofiing, printing (incln-
: ex;éz;r; e atterding the fame, amounted to not
They fat 69 days, and 11 %y_s far milage, makes 8o
or the year before, from Ocober, 17g5, to Oéober
ounting in the whole to 86 days, including 11days for
1550, the higheft expenfe for any one year, for more

-prefident and fpeaker, each 20s. L2 0 0

A - - - - 42 10 ©

: - . 5 2 o9

= - - o172 o

: o] £41 7 o0

of eopying, printing, flationary, ]

all extra expenfes (except copy-
i laws) amaunted laft year

for one day, about wlg @

L5412, 0
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thofe qualifications conformable tq juftice and the public welfare.
Tndeed, on the proper adjuftment of the clecive franchife, depends,
in a greag meafure, the Liberty of the citizen, and the fafety of the
government. : : S

Suppofe it will take folur days, on an adjourned fitting, to bring the bufi-
nefs to where they lefyit, at £.54 perda.y,wiu amount to 218 8 o

_ And milage of the fecond -fitting, 5% members at 55

miifles éach, on 11 average, going and returning, at 17¢.

for 20 miles, amounts to 243 2 O

e
£x461 10 ©
Should the annual meeting of the legiflature be fixed at any other time of

the year, it is very likely they would frequently find it neceffary to meet
fecond time, i . One of your Subscribers.

py A
For the STATE GAZETTE.

o one of Mr. Day’s. Subscribers.
Ix Mr. Day’s Gazette of the zoth inft. T have feen 2 flatement, defigned
E‘mve‘that 1 had, made an ervor in computing the annual expenfe of an
dditional fitting of the legiflature, at gi'.g,pop per annum. You; it feéms,
snake the expenfe per diem £.54 12 - computed it at L.75. As far as
your ftatement goes, it is doubtlefS more accurate than mine, which, I ¢on-
fefs, was in fome  neafure conjectural, not having, as you probably have, the

bills before me. But allo me to remind you, that 1 never faid the expendi-

ture of the two houfes, clerks; &¢. would amount to £.75 P&X diem; if 1

bad, T fhould ftand correfied in an over charge of £,20 8 per day.

. My aflertion, which you 'doniceive fo « extraordinary,” was that the
wohole cofts to the ftate” could not £all hort of £.75 per day, and as you ad-
mit thit it cofts the trealury £.54 12 Per day, in wages, SC. if to this'you
had added the probable cofts to the ftate, in the 16f$ of time fuftained by the
abfence of 52 members of affembly from their homes and employments, you
would not very well have rated the lofs to the fate fhort of the £.20 8 per
day ; but if to that lofs; yon add the tinte and expenfes of pasties and wit-
nefies, whofe expenfes and travelli & doubled by a premature
feffion (and you will fée, 1 had this in view at time 1 made my eftimate,
by, recurring to what T have faid on the fubjet) 1 thirik you will be {atisfied,
that the *¢ whole col to the ftate,” is net over ‘rated at £.75 per day:

‘But then you voceed to fay,, that 1 go 100 far in duppofing that ofe
fitting would anfiver in the rogm of two, i€ called at another feafon of the
year: that, however, is my opinion, fir. 1 believe the firlt fitting, {uppofing
it 40 days, under the circunifiances it i held, as enumerated in the nuitber
of Eumenes which confiders this point, is thrown away. - Y.ou think-itmay
only produce 2 Tofs of £ 463 10, equal to four days expenfe:” My reafons
for the opinion I hold, are before the pullic; your ¢alling ¥hem ' ¢ extraor-
dinary,” is-ofno confequence; nor does it follow, that if 1 h

an error in that particular (swhi¢h 1 by no means admit) that all my invef-

1o
a

tigations are erron
doubt will appear, fet right with
fay, fir, to introduce a fuppofed cotre&tion of errof,
tion, that it was ntentional in the writer. 1 have no
inducement vo wisfate a fingle circumftance on the fubjedt %‘ N

by an illiberal infinuas

ave fallen into E

eous, 1 fhail be glad to fee my miftakes; and fome mo
decency ; but itiis not betoming, lec me

intention, nor ORE =
£ the conftitution. &
ME
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Upon examination it will be found, that ituti i
gm;r.zdmenlt u%on this head, in fevcral’ partizlhﬁa‘r;g.nmtutlon e

First. It has ever been a matter of difpute i
tutiony whether jfemales, as well as males,P are gﬁzil::letdhiocoeriga
officers of government. If we were to be guided by the letter of
the charter, it would feem to place them on the fame footing in
this Enrttcular ; and yet, recurring to political right and the na%ure
of things, a very forcible conftruétion has been raifed againft the
admiffion of women, to participate in the public fuffrage.

. The fourth article of the conftitution declares, that « Al inbabi-
i tants of this colony of full age, who are worth, &c. fhall be enti-
'tled to vote for reprefentatives, &c.”” Thofe who fupport th
T hts 9f women, fay, that ¢ all inhabitants,” muft mean a?l wame:
inhabiting, as well as al men ; whereas, it is urged on the other
f;l:t, tthl:,at theﬂ-mak.ers nﬁu{’c }&ave meant all male inhabitants, and

expreflion is to be reftraine i ;
of%,e ; lﬁm e e d, fo as to arrive at the intent
_ This difference of fentiment has given ife to di 1
on this head, and furnifhed a prcteﬁbe, frrclyrfl :h?éﬁrggn(’fg tl;]t:_e
tioneering trick has refulted. I could refer to in{langes whicC};
would prove what is advanced ; but the people want no proo;'s. Itis

i
_ well known, that women are admitted or rejected, juft as it may

fuit the views of the perfons in diredtion. T i

: . The thing fhould b
;g&lﬁgd. If women are fit perfons to take part in th%s im(;(‘)rtani
ranchife, though excluded from other public fundions, it fhould

* be fo expreffed in the conftitution. They would then know their

rights, and thofe rights could not be fported wi
wretched purpofes of a party eletion. bR t.o o
~ To my mind (without going into an hiftorical, or philofophical

. deducion of particulars on the fubject) it is evident, that women,

»;generally, are neither, by nature, nor habit, nor education, nor by

 their neceffary condition in fociety, fitted to perform this duty with

credit to themfelves, or advantage to the i
e them _ _ : public.(a) Th
practical mifchief, however, refulting from their a\(dmiﬁion,e ﬂfiz:
33; prefent form of government, is, that the towns and populous
ﬁmﬂaigcs t%zun an unfair advantage over the country, by the greate;-
: 't@eﬁtﬁa &if)}[r; .cnjoy over the latter, in drawing out their women to
- Many important election contefls, have been terminated a
L age e - t l
by thefe auxiliaries, in favor of candidates fupported by toi{}x;

: iawmﬂ. I believe, that the convention, who framed the conftitu-

%

; E

| g‘;)i :: :; perfer eie ﬁ)};:lif%pﬁiqg, to witnefs the manner in which women are

,{:a . Shewe ol too}ggleg ;::.?ob;ea grea.t_}r anockery of this invaluable
acred X exercife!

ngn\ pretend to any judgment on the fubject. S
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tion, had no view to the admiflion of females, either fingle women
or widows, to ele@t the public officers ; but fuch is the phrafeology
of the conftitution, that it feems a violation of it, not to admit
their votes. The beft conftitutions have guarded againft any mif-
takes, on this head. Thofe of Maffachufests, New-York, Penn-
fylvania, Maryland, Vermont, &c. do not admit of female electors.
Whether this be right or wrong, the obje&ion to our conftitution
is, that it does not fettle the point, one way or the other, with an
abfolute certainty.

*The praftice is variable. The generally received opinion, how-
ever, is, that the conftitution permits it. In this ftate of the mat-~
ter, it is not competent for the legiflature to interfere. Nothing
fhort of a conflitutional declaration can decide the queftion ; which
is, in fad, an important one, and is growing more and more fo to
the country, in proportion, as the towns and villages encreafe in
numbers and population. For, independent 'of the theoretic quef~
tion, it is ewident; that the admiffion of thefe votes, gives a vaft
advantage to the thick fettled places, over the more difperfed popu-
lation of the conntry.(a) ;

e &7 B

NUMBER IX
THE SAME SUBJECT GONTINUED, IN REGARD To ELEcTORS.

.A_ SECOND objection under this head, is, that the conftitu-
tion admits to the rights of fuffrage, perfons, who ought not to be
allowed to participate in that important privilege.

If there is a political evil, which may be denominated a radical
one, in the conftitution of a government, that of permitting foreign-
ers to interfere in, and to exercife the rights of eleGion to office,
unqueftionably deferves the epithet.

The fourtb article of the charter of 1776, declares, that  all inba-
“ pitants of the colony of full age, worth £.5o, and resident for
“ tpelve months in the county, &c. fhall be entitled to vote for

(a) M. Fox, in his late harangue in the Britifh houfe of commons, in
favor of more equal fuffrage, concedes the unfitnefs of fémales to fhare in
ele&ions. He fays, “ no inftance of their participation in public fuffrage
in any government, can be fhewn :” and that this right (which many of his
party hold to be a natural one, though he affe@ts to fop fhort of that) is
properly denied to the faireft producions of nature. Of widows and {pin-
fiers above 21, there cannot, I imagine, be fewer than 10,000. It is cer-
tainly, not unimportant, to leave doubtful, the rights of {o great a number
of people.
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« members of the legiflature, and for all other public officers elected
& by the people.” The conftrution of the term « inhabitants,” has
been fettied, in practice, to mean al perfons, who have dwelt one
whole year in a county preceding the eletion : and this too, is the
natural and grammatical fignification of the word. To be admitted
then to vote in our ftate, a man need not be a native, nor natural-
ized, nor a citizen of the United States, nor owe any allegiance to
the ftate ; for, even an oath ¢f allegiance is not required by the
conflitution : and no law can #dd other terms of admiffion to vote,
than thofe which are ﬁ;:riy{utibqally preferibed.  The deduétion
from’ this is, that aliens ¢ré’placed wpon the fame footing, in regard
to the choice of the officers of government, as the citizens of New-
Jerfey. If a man has but inhabited for a year, and will fwear he is
worth £.50, he is a qualified elector in the ftate of New-Jerfey.
Does fuch a propofition, if true, need a comment to difplay its
degrading and baneful tendency ? Will any one, who prizes the
rights of a citizen ;' who confiders the value of independence ; who
entertains juft notions of the connedion there is, between fuffrage
in a government, and allegiance to that government, defend the
admiffion of foreigners and aliens to exercife thofe functions,
which, in a peculiar manner, conftitute the fafety, the happinefs,

~ and the glory of a free people.

It is evident as the conftitution is (and the praftice under it,

- juftifies the obfervation) that our eletions are liable to be influen-
ced, and indeed governed, by perfons who have no intereft in the

welfare of the ftate ; who have as little knowledge of the characters

fit for office ; and who, nine times out of ten, are the mere inftru-

ments of party in the ftate, or the agents of executing defigns,formed

out of it. What a picture has our ele&ions, for fix years paft, pre-

fented ; fince an inundation of foreigners has broke in upon the

country. French, Englifh, Dutch, and people of almoft every nation,

and of every defcription of character, have not only been admitted,
but even folicited to help out contending fides in ele@ions for offi-

cers of government. - In towns, particularly, where fuch people

colle@, the evil is more glaring, and the improper advantage it

affords over the country intereft, in elections, has often been com-

- plained of with the greateft reafon.(a)

(@) The number of thefe interlopers in the flate, is by no means incon-

 fiderable. Of 200,000 perfons inhabiting in it, a fortieth part, or 5,000,

g

~ may a.ll'rea{'on be accounted. Of the above defcription, in fome counties,

‘they are very numerous ; and not unfrequently their ignorance and infolence

made inftrumental in promoting the purpofes of an eletion. This is fo

- obvious a defe&, not to fay, fo fcandalous an outrage upon the rights of
American fuffrage, that the permiffion of it would feem to prove, that in-
m,‘o‘f confidering the ele&ive franchife, as the precious palladium of our
ies, we were content to throw it away upon every vagabond in the
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NUMBER X

" THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, IN REGARD To ErLEcTORS.

AT the time when the conflitution was formed (in 1%776) the.

danger and impropriety of making one year’s inhabitancy, the  pafl-
port of a vote for officers, was not perceived. The convention of
that day, muft have pofleffed, not only*wifdom, but prophecy, to
have forefeen, that in the term of a few years, their country would
become the rendezvous of aliens, and the theatre of foreign intrigue
and influence. That this fhould efcape their notice, is not furpri-
zing ; bt that there fhould be one American, or one Jerfeyman,
who would defire to live a day longer under a conftitution, which
admits aliens to an equal participation of his moft precious right
of fuffrage, is truly a firange phenomenon. I averit, as the
conftitution now ftands, not only foreigners of every defcription
of charadter, but the vileft of criminals, conviéted and tranfported,
by inhabiting one year in the ftate, and fwearing, true or falfe,
that he is worth fifty pounds, ftands upon as high ground of privi-
lege, as the moft virtuous and ufeful citizen: nor can the legiflature
remedy the evil. The confequence of this fhocking relaxation of
the rights of fuffrage, need not be mentioned. We all know,
that foreigners of every defcription, are indifcriminately admitted
into our eledions, and have a right fo to be. Our polls {fwarm with

the very refufe of Englith, Irifh, Dutch and French emigrations -

and tranfportations ; with the worft fort of people from the neigh-
boring ftates ; fugitives from juftice ; abfconding debtors ; and, in
fhort, all people whom convenience, inclination, intrigue or crimes,
induce to take footing in the ftate.

Other ftates, which fell into the fame error, have wifely and
honerably extricated themfelves, from this pernicious and degrading
principle. Pennfylvania, in her ‘/irst conftitution of 1776, proceeded
much upon the plan of the'lJer ey convention. In the bill of rights,
article 7, it is declared, “ That the elettions ought to be free, and
¢ that all freemen, having a fufficient evident common intereft with,
¢ and attachment to, the community, have a right to ele& officers,
 and be elected into office.” Departing however, from the principle
held up in this declaration, in the frame of governmerit, fe€tion 6,
the convention declares, ¢ That every freeman of twenty-one years
¢ of age, having resided in the ftate one year, and paid public taxes,
¢ fhould enjoy the right of an eleGor.” This was better than ours,
inasmuch as it made the payment of a tax a condition ; but among
its amendments in the conftitution of 1790, the ele@tive franchife is

put on a very different footing. A man now muft be a citigen, a -
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freemam, a réfident for two years, and have paid a tax.(z) Had it
ot been for thefe precautions, we may readily conceive, how cor-
A rupted her eleCtions would have been at this day, over-run as that
i flate is by foreign emigrations.

| The conftitution of New-York requires an oath of allegiance to
the ftate, from eletors. The conftitution of Georgia requires,

{  that ele@ors fhall be citizens and inhabitants, and have paid tax.
| Vermont, befides one years refidence, requires a very folemp oath of
'?? - fincerity of intention and attachment to the conftitution, from the
& elefors. But, furely, no proofs from forms of government are

neceffary to eftablith the impropriety of admitting aliens and
L foreigners, to take a fhare in our eletions for officers of the ftate
i and federal government. If experience of its public mifchief, and
. a tonfcious fentiment of the indignity it offers to the perfonal
rights of citizenthip, are inducements too feeble to produce a
change, in vain will reafon appeal to the underftanding, or the
 pride of liberty; addrefs its eloquence to the heart.

D (5 EE——r

NUMBER XL

' THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, IN REGARD To ELECTORS.

{feems to me impoflible, to defend our conftitution againft both
he danger and indignity it offers to our political rights, in admit-
ting aliens, foreigiiers and others, who profefs no allegiance, and in
- fa&, feel no ties of common intéreft with the citizens of the ftate,
to a participation in our ele&ions.

- What then ought to be done ? Why re&ify the error. This evil
b?lﬂklf removed, is more than an equivalent for any fuppofable
inconveniences which may attend on a convention. But it will be
afked, On what terms (hall a foreigner be admitted, to the right of
ector for ftate and congrefs officers in New-Jerfey ? I anfwer,
ought, at leaft, to have the qualifications of a citizen of the
States, and alfo to be bound to the allegiance of this {tate,
he is perniitted to iriterfere in elections.
eentitle an alien to become a citizen of the United States,

e a free white perfon.

\ the county where I refide, there are, I venture to affirm,
dred Irifhmen employed at different worls, who are never taxed,
the whipping-poft : and ver thefe fellows are brought to the elec-
their votes, perhaps, placed in equal balance agaitift thofe of as
eftable and wealthy citizens.
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2d. That he have declared, on oath or affirmation in a court of
law, three years at leaft béfore his admiffion, that it was bona fide his
sntention to become a citizen of the United States, and to renounce
forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate,
flate or fovereignty whatever, and particularly, by name, the prince,
&c. whereof fuch alien may, at the time, be a citizen or fubject.

3d. That, on his admiffion, he declare, on ocath or affirmation,.
that he has refided within the United States five years at leaft, and
in the ftate where he takes admiffion, one year at leaft; that he will
fupport the conftitution of the United States, and abjure all allegi-
ance to any foreign power.

4th. The court not to admit him; unlefs fatisfied -of five years
refidence ; and that, during the time, he has behaved as a man of
good moral charader, attached to the principles of the conftitution
of the United States, and well difpofed to the good order and hap-
pinefs of the fame.

sth. In cafe of his having been in any order of nobility, he muft
make an exprefs renunciation of his title.(a)

Thefe are the requifites, without which an alien cannot be 2
citizen of the United States ; and yet, withiout one of thefe quali-
fications, he may be, and is entitlet{ to be an elector for officers of
the state and general government, under our conftitution ; for it is
to be obferved, that the conftitution of the United States, does not
in the leaft change the flate conftitutions, in the terms of admiflion
to a fhare in the ele@ion of reprefentatives in congrefs ; but de-
clares, “ that the electors in each ftate, fhall have the qualifications
« requifite for electors of the moft numerous branch of the state
¢ legiflature.”(6) Much lefs does the United States conftitution,
interfere in regulating the pretenfions of eletors for state officerss

To recapitulate:

As the conftitution now is, all inbabitants of the ftate, who are
worth £. 50, and have refided in the county one year, may vote for
ftate and congrefs reprefentatives. Within this defcription will fall,

1ft. All men, bond or free, white or black, or other complexion,
who are natives of the ftate. :

2d. All unmarried women, natives of the ftate.

d. Aliens and fubje&s of foreign governments, not citizens of

the United States, including conviés, fugitives from juftice, and

emigrants of every defcription.

“gth. All perfons, from other parts of the United States, of every

defcription.
sth. No oath of allegiance or fidelity to the flate, or United
States, required.

(a) A& of congrefs, 29th Jan. 1795. >
(6) Art. 1.fec, 2.
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. As the conftitution oughs to be—(a)
~ 1ft. Freemen only, fhould be admitted to vote.
_ 2d. They fhould be native citizens of the ftate, or naturalized

y éﬁzens of the United States.

They fhould be refidents in the county for 2 reafonable time,

: i;ay taxes, or perhaps poflefs, fome other equivalent qualification.

“ath. They fhould be obliged, if called on, to declare their allegi-

ance to the ftate of New-Jerfey.

Until the rights of electors are put on this, or a fimilar footing,

e citizens of New-Jerfey will continue to hold {uffrage, in com-

th aliens and foreigners ; with people, perhaps, attached to

_government, reftlefs and intrigui\ng, ignorant jand vicious ;

imes the leaders; and {ometimes the inftruments of fadtious,
izing projecis.

NG, in the preceding papers, pointed out certain defi-
nftitution relative to electors ; it may not be amifs,
onfider, how far it might be amended as it
ons of the elected.
ion now ftands, the only qualifications to entitle
aced in the legislature of this ftate, are, that he be an
d freeholder in the county where chofen, for one year
€ ghe ‘ele@ion. And if chofen for Councily that he be
-al'azd perfonal eftate, within the fame county ;
'y £52500Q0

ceived ai once, that this is placing the right to hold
vernment of the ftate, on much too loofe a footing ;

e now is, a perfon may be chofen, who, '

r twenty-one years of age.

s 70t @ citizen of the United States, or the ftate of

oni
Eaiawt
e

re ventured to fuggeft, what occurred to me as a
fedtive arrangement in fome points under the
not frequent : and when 1 do it, jt muft be un-
ing to di&ate on a fubje& fo important. My

as to.lay before the public, the defects which

. not to exhibit a better plan. That wauld have
nd uanueﬂary. There can be no difficulty in
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‘3di Who is not bound by an oath of allegiance to the ftate.

ath. Who ftands convicted of infamous offences.

As to the first particular, that of age ; the conflitutions of other
ftates, have guarded againft the inconveniences refulting from un-
ripened judgment, and inexperience in the bufinefs of legiflation.
T confefs, that I know of no inftance, nor have I heard of one,
where a choice has fallen upon a perfon under twenty-one ; and
therefore, the omiffion in the conflitution has not been followed by
any practical ill confequences. Yet itisan error, and if ever a
revifion takes place, thould be attended to. The conftitution re-
quires, that the electors fhalt be of full age; which circumftance
renders the omiffion in regard to the elected, on that head, more
remarkable. The Pennfylvania conflitution, declares, “ that no
“ one fhall be a Reprefentative, who fhall not have attained the age
¢ of twenty-one: and that a Senator fhall be twenty-five.” Mary-
land, agrees with Pennfylvania, in both particulars. Georgia re-
quires, that a Reprefentative {hould have attained twenty-one, and
a Senator twenty-eight. The conftitution of the United States has
fixed on twenty-five, as the age of ability for exercifing the appoint-
ment of a Reprefentative, and thirty, for that of a Senator.

The second particylar, is of greater confequence ; namely, that it
is permitted to ele a perfon into the legiflature, who is not a cisizen
of the ftate. The citizens of this ftate, are thofe whe were in it
at the declaration of independence, and continued under the governs
ment then eftablifhed ; and their children born afterwards : alfo,
fuch perfons as have been naturalized by aét of affembly, {ince that
period, and prior to the a& of congrefs, pafed the 26th of March,
1790. I need not here, point out the arguments againf} the admifl-
fion of perfons inte the legiflature, who are not citigens of the ftate,
or who by a refidence of one year anly, have not had time and
opportunity to manifeft their astachment to the government, and
acquire a competent knowledge of the laws, interefts and police of
the ftate. ;

It will be faid, that a¥ens, are by confequence excluded from our
Tegiflature, becaufe freebold is a neceffary gualification, of which an
alien connot be feized. To this it may be anfwered, that admit-
ting the pofition to be true, as it refpets foreigners ; yety certainly,
all citizens of the United States, are ftill admiffible into our legifla-
ture, after one years residence, and purchafing a handfull of earth.
And if this is fo, the objection is not much leflened ; for a longer

refidence than one year fhould be required, to qualify a petfon fora =
feat in the legiflative body of the ftate, even though he might have
been a citizen of another flate.(s) And it is maintained, by very

(a) I maybe wrong

- i

in my, opinion on this fubje&, ‘but it firikes me =
as a thing very right and neceffary, to guard our legiflative body from being
invaded too fuddenly, by even citizens of the other fiates. e know, that =
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intelligent men, that a certain clafs of aliens may be feized of free-
. hoeld in this ftate : there is nothing in the conftitution againtt it ;
. and the fa& is, that many of the former colonifts, who at the time
of the declaration of independence refided in Europe, or who quit-
ted this country before that period, and their children, do now
claimy, and a@ually poflefs freehold in the ftate, guaranteed by the
{ ninth article of the treaty of 1794 ; although they acknowledge no
1% dllegiance to its government, and profefs themfelves Britifh fubjedts,.
and are fo. We know too, that the legiflature by law permits
aliens to hold real eftate : they have done it, by a law enabling them
to take land in mortgage ; and no one can tell whether they may
not enad a general law, to admit them to purchafe and hold real
eftate in all cafes: and then the circumftance of freehold, as required
by the conftitution, will be no check upon the admiffion of foreign-
ers into our legiflature, unlefs the legillature may at the fame time
difqualify them from holding feats, which is very dobtful.(a)
‘T'he beft of the ftate governments, are exprefs in the exclusion
ens from the legiflature, and requiring a competent time of,
residence for the probation of inhabitants.
Pennfylvania requires, that a Reprefentative fhall have been a
and inbabitant, three years next preceding his eleGtion; and
t a Senator Thould have been a citizén and inbabitant, four years
before his election. Georgia requires, that a Senator {hould
een an inbabitant of the United States nine years, and tbree
a citizen of that fiate ; and that a Reprefentative fhall have
en years a_citizen of the United States, and fwo years an
¢ of that ftate. Vermont requires, fwo years refidence, By
nftitution of the United States, a Reprefentative in congreis
ve been seven years a citizen of the United States, and a
r auft have been nine years a citizen of the United States.
no other proof is neceflary, of the defe@s of the conftitu-
 the particulars before ftated, than our own legiflative pro-
s, Which at the fame time that they confefs the grievance,
.cord a weak and unconflitutional attempt to redrefs it: for, by
ad, pafled the 36th December, 1783, feCt. 20(6) the legiflature
X } F

many of them are little better than pure aliens : many of them, in-
aliens in difguife. We ought at leait, to exad from them 2 longer
, than zwelve months : we know little more of men from Georgia,
and Tenneflee, than from France or Ireland.

a&t of this kind, was in fa& pafled on the 6th day of Felyuary,
legiflature exprefsly authorizes aliens to_purchase and
this ftate; but prohibits them notwithftanding, from
ce. It is however, extremely queftionable, whether fuch
lon is not gbfolutely uncenftitutional and void in itfelf; becaufe the
ion’ sly allows allinbabitants who are freeholders, to be eledted
believe that 4 is repealed ; but it proves the fenfe of the legiflature
3,850 'pafed.t‘o the condtitutional provifion on this head. It provesano-
1ing too, that a bad conititution will be violated by its fworn defenders.
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declares,  that no perfon thereafter, fhall be elefted as a member
“ of the legiflative council, or affembly of this ftate, unlefs he fhall
¢ have heen a freeholder and inhabitant of the fame, for at leaft two

¢ years, and a citizen of the United States for at lealt seven years,-

“ next before his eleGtion ;” which provifions are gdditions to the
conftitution, and of no more force than if the a& declared, that no
other perfons, except the members of that legiflature, fhould be
afterwards elected.

TS () COESR———

NUMBER XIII.

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, IN REGARD TO THE ELECTED.

THE foregoing numbers, were intended to point out an imper-
fe@ion, in admitting to the legiflative department, all perfons, with-
. out refpet to age or citizenfhip. In this I fhall advert to the
circumftances of their being admiffible, without any test of allegiance
to the government, and without regard to their ¢/oi/ conduct in foci-
Cty as men. :

In regular inftitutions of government, it has ever been held a
point effential to the general fecurity, that the perfons intrufted
with the prefervation of the conftitution, and placed in offices
which impofe high duties, and yet afford occafions, and temptations
too, of great delinquency, thould be bound to fupport the conftitu-
tion and government, by a public and folemn declaration of allegi-
ance. It is not a matter of furprize, that the convention of 1776
omitted the infertion of this, as a neceffary qualification for public
" confidence and admiffion to public office. It will be remembered,
that the conftitution was formed previous to the declaration of
independence : it was not intended for a permanent government,
and it would have been confidered as a direét a& of independency
by fome, and of treafon by others, to have required an oath of
allegiance to the then colony of New-Jerfey. We had not then,
entirely thrown off allegiance to the government of Great Britain.
This fufficiently accounts for the fuppreffion. of an article, which
fhould be indifpenfable. As foon, however, as independence was de-
clared, we find-the legislature very ready to prefcribe and enforce the
oath of allegiance to the government ; and fo far as a Jow will redrefs
the omiffion, it isvery well. But it muft be remembered, that the Jaw
cannot exclude one from holding a feat in the legiflature, provided
he has been a resident one year in a countyy and poffefles the necef~
fary quantum of property » for the conftitution, not requiring any
other qualification, the legiflative body cannet create any othere
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g A man therefore, elected to ferve in the legiflature, need neither
to be a cftizen, nor is he bound to declare his attachment to the
vernment by a profession of his allegiance to 1t : but may confi-
dently affert his fubjection to 2 foreign power, and h‘ls'l‘cfl.lfal‘ to
owe allegiance to this ftate 3 and yet b? entitled by the conftitution
to make laws, binding on the lives, liberty, and property of the
citizens of New-Jerfey. That fuch perfons have got into our
iflature, 1 believe to be a fadt. That they may get there, and
hold their feats conftitutionally, will not always, I truft, remain 2
I blot in the political code of New-Jerfey. T é,
e ‘The other particular, namely, that the conftitution has not dif-
Y qualified perfons from fitting in the legiflature, convicted by d’ue
courfe of law of infamous offences, cannot fail to carry with it its
' own comment.
The good fenfe and fpirit of the people of New-Jerfey, may be
: mugl ht perhaps, an adequate fecurity againft a choice fo difgrace-
ful : but admitting (as 1 do) that this may in general be depended
" om, vet occafions may occur, in which, by furprize, or party zeal,
7 ﬁl ignorance of the fa&, fuch a thing might happen ; and
then it would be confidered as no fmall defe& in the frame of
o t, if a felon, a perjurer, or a chedt, thould keep his p!acc
ing a conviction of record. Some of the American
ftitutions have provided againft fuch a contingency ; and fome
tures have found reafon to regret the omiffion of it. In cafe
revifion of our charter, it cannot be thought unimportant to
de from office, perfons, convict of record, of any infamous

%

. NUMBER XIV.

SUBJECT CONTINUED, ON PROPERTY As A

SAM
QUALIFICATION.

L in this paper, lubmit a few refle€tions upon that part
itution, which prefcribes the neceflity of a certain
roperty, as a qualification of fuffrage. ;

In regard to electors. It is required by the conftitu-

o

they fhall be « worth £.50 proclan.ation money clear

ed in the houfe of aflembly at prefent, to impeach for

not meet this omiffion ; firft, becaufe an impeachment

executive and judicial officers ; fecond, only for offences,
pointment.
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¢ eftate,” ‘to entitle them to a vote for reprefentatives, and al{u for
all other public officers, who are elected by the people.of the county
at large. e
The objections to this article are,
I. ‘That it-does not prefcribe by what evidence it fhall be

afcertained, that a perfon who offers his vote is worth fifty pounds

clear eftate, ;

II. THit this omiffion has given rife to a legislative provifion
in the cafe ; namely, that the fact. of property, fhall be made out on
the oath or affirmation of the voter ;(a) from which has refulted the
following bad confequences 3 !

tft. That the judges and infpectors of elections, have not been,
nor ever will be, uniform in the execution of that article -of the
conftitution. In fome places, and at fome times, it is rigidly ads
hered to, juft as party or whim prevails. At other times and places,
it is negleéted or refufed to be put in execution, either becanfe the
judges imagine it unjuft, or becaufe popular opinion is againft the
regulation. From this fource then, has proceeded corruption, par-
tiality, or criminal difregard in the officers appointed to conduct
ele érions.
© 2nd. It has proved a fruitful fource of perjury, and falfe
{wearing at eleGions, in the ftate of New-Jerley. Hundreds of
people have been prevailed on to fwear themfelves qualified in point
of property, that were not fo, and who knew they were not quali-
fied. Others have been induced to it, under the moft prepofterous
notions of mental evafion.(8) ?

III. A third obje&ion to this part of the conflitution s, that
it excludes many from the rights of fuffrage, who ought to enjoy
it freely. :

ift. A great many perfons are averfe to taking an oath or
affirmation on the fubjet: and, though unqueftionably qualified
in point of property, would prefer relinquifhing their vote, rather
than be fubjected to purchafe it, by taking an oath or affirmation
of ‘any kind.

and.  Another clafs of the community, often give up their
pretenfions to fuffrage, from a fcruple of confcience, if called on,

(a) Wils. laws, 348. : :

(6) A man being afked, after taking an oath at an eletion, how hecould
jultify it to, his confcience, as he well knew that all the propefty he ever
had, was not worth £*.50 ? anfwered, that he did it very rightly; for the
law did not require him to fwear, he had clear property to the value of £ 50,
but that ¢ e’ (the voter) ¢ was worth £.50;” and that he valued himfelf
at a great deal more than that. ' The words of the oath run thus, ¢ I verily
believe that Zam worth fifty pounds clear eftate, &c.” Others are Kriown
to fupply the word ““ of ;” and fo fwear themfelves clear of eftate, inftead
of clear eftate. And many other weak and wicked evafions are fabricated,
to get over the teft of property, prefcribed in the conftitution.
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in fwearing to the clear value of their property. Men' engaged in
trade ; people of* large families, and {mall incomes ; beginners in
bufinefs of any kind,who fet out upon eredit, whether farmers,
mechanics, tradefmen, or profeffional charaéers, may purfue an
honeft and induftrious courfe of life for many years, before they
can be fatisfied in fvearing they belicve themfelves to have a clear
éftate of even fifty pounds. This may be thought ftrange at firt
view ; but on reflection, I am certain it will be found, that a great

" pumber of virtuous, induftrious, and ufeful men in fociety, would
be excluded from the common rights of citizens, if this branch of
the conftitution were rigidly carried into execution.

2 . The article bontcm*[:’lates the age of twenty-one, as the
péxﬁoa of admiffion tq vote for reprefentatives’; and yet, by requi-
ring thevoter to be worth a clear eftate, it by confequence excludes
2l perfons fram the age of twenty-one, until they fhall have acqui-
red the dlear property fpecified in the conftitution.” ,
. This operates with peculiar hardihip, upon a very refpecable
portion zogke'peolﬂe of New-Jerfey. I mean,the fons of freeholders,
and others, who have attained twenty-one, and who become immme-
fiately taxable, liable to military duty, and other public contribu-
tions ; and yet not being born to a clear eltate, fome length of

‘time may elapfe, before they are admiffible to the rank of elec-

tors«c

3 -
* Many ether objedtions are railed againft the teft of fifty pounds
“elear eftate, as 2 gualification for an elector : as, that bad men will
fwear shemlelves over ity and good men, though not perhaps worth
ﬁgmgds clear eftate, yet being ufeful citizens, paying taxes,

d fharing in the common burthens of fociety, ought not, becaufe
their in‘cif’mc ‘.:icpd;én:_; ;xqeed their expenditures, to be deprived of
_peculiar ba freemen.

- foregoing obje&tions are worthy of confideration. It is cer-
tainly poffible, to put this matter on a better footing, How that
may be done, I Thall endeavor to point out in a future number.
el e v A

. {@) It muft be acknowledged, that this injudicious regulation is not al-
ways enforced. The omiffion of it however, is & breach of official trait in
the officers, and of.a very folemn oath : {ijll it is a part of the conftitution,
d to purpoles, deftruttive of fair ¢letion and good morals.

- aud s converted

5
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NUMBER XV

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THE preceding number, having pointed out fome of the objecs
tions againft that part of the conftitution, which makes fifty pounds
clear eftate an effential requifite in an elector, fo far as the reguta.
tion tends to immorality of condu&, and criminal evafions of the
rule ; I fhall in this paper, take a view of the principle upon which
that article is predicated, and point out what has been fuppofed, a
more rational and juft footing to place this right upon. :

Why a man fhould be worth fifty pounds clear eftate, to qualify
him properly to choofe the perfon he would with to have the charge
over his life, liberty and privileges as a citizen, is a problem not
eafily folved, by an appeal to reafon and juftice. If it is faid, that
fifty pounds in money or land, makes him more 2 man or citizen,
than one who may not be worth five pounds, or a fhilling, it is an
affertion without proof, and requires no refutation., Ifitis faid,
that a man who poffeffes fifty pounds, will be wifer than his neighbor
who has but ten pounds ; nature and experience teaches us, to fmile
at the fimplicity of fuch a thought. Ifit is faid, that the elector
of fifty pounds, will be a better citizen, or a more honeft man,
than him of five pounds, is there any evidence of this, refulting
from an acquaintance with husan nature? Well then, if fifty

unds cléar eftate, does not make a man or a citizen, nor eridow
him with wifdom, nor give him honefty, why fhould the want of it
exclude him from the rights of fuffrage, and make him a mere
blank in the common affociation ?

It will be faid perhaps, that property is a pledge for the fidelity of
the voter ; the fentiment, that he has fomething to prote&, will
fecure him on the fide of honeft and intelligent reprefentatives. But,
allow me to afk, whether on the fuppofition, that a citizen were
depraved enough to bring his mind to vote for wicked or incapable
rulers, it can be prefumed that the fmall ftake of fifty pounds in the
common ftock, would ferve to check him in his madnefs ? It will
not, I perfuade myfelf, be anfwered in the affirmative. Befides, 2
perfon who would a& fo degraded and wicked a part, would not
hefitate to for{wear himfelf, to get the privilege of voting.

If the object is to preferve purity in ele@ions, in overawing men 7

by the fenfe of danger to their property, from electing improper
charaters, the fum fixed in the conftitution is far below the ftand«

ard of terror.

No. XV.  *

No. XV.

"Thofe who advocate the principle, of property, as a teft of the
g . $tnefs 'of a man to have a choice in the appointment of his rulers,
k. forget that property is not the only objeét of value to be guarded
b in a flate of political freedom § if it were, there might be fome
b pretence for vefting the appointments to office, among the happy
Y ‘number of thofe who could cgunt wp fifty pounds. Every member
- of fociety is interefted by tigs which conne& him to its intereft and
welfare, with infinitely more conftancy than thofe which can poffi-
bly refult, from the contemplation of preferving his fifty pounds
from the unjuit {poliations of power.
Every citizen has (befides property) his liberty, his life, and his
juft rights in fociety to be protected ; and thefe are equally fmport-
. ant, and common to all the members of the community. The poor
~ man’s freedom is, perhaps, his {weeteft enjoyment ; ought he not
- then to be confulted in the choice of thofe, who have the power to
‘ it? His life is dear to him ; ought he not to have a choice
fe who are arbiters of his fate? He is fubjec to the payment
taxes, according to his property, or upon his poll ; ought he not
cipate in elefting thofe who affefs him? He muft fight, if
 government choofes to go to war ; ought he not to be repre-
in that government ? His conduét as a citizen, is regulated
s ; he muft act according to law, he mult be punifhed accord-
to law ; ought he not to be heard by his reprefentatives, in ad-
the rules by which he is to walk, and affixing the penalties to
d by the infradtion of them? Im fhort, every argument
n be urged in favor of the right of fuffrage for the wealthy
that only of his property) applies with equal ftrength, if
er, in favor of permitting all virtuous citizens (however
tanced in regard to property) to have an intereft in the
tment of thofe who are to legiflate over them.
from any citizen the right of fuffrage, and he is disfran-
e 1s a flave among his equals. If it were right te difcri-
ween one citizen and another in this refpe, juffice would
S &eggde in favor of that clafs of the community, whofe low
deprived them of influence ; the rich and the powerful wilt
of themfelves : the leaft privilege which the poor fhould
that of giving a folitary vote for their rulers.
am far from contrafting defcriptions of men, with a view
g muﬁes? and thereby gain a falfe bias in favor of my
I aim at, is to fhew that a teft of fifty pounds clear
riterion of virtue, of wifdom, or of utility among
 has been before thewn, it leads in pra&ice, to perjury and
bad men will not regard it ; good men, and fuch too as
neceflary eftate, fly from the ferutiny of an oath, and a
er of loyal citizens, induftrious and ufeful members of
?vho Ppay taxes, profefs allegiance, and are ready to fuffer
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and die for their country, by this tnjuft (not to fay foolifh) teft,
are excluded by the conflitution from the meft innocent; aud moft,
precious right of freemen.(a)

NUMBER XVL
TCE saAME SUBJECT CONTINUED.

THEJ two preceding papers fhew the impoliey of that fegula.
tion, which inakes fifty pounds clear cfiate; a meceffary qualification
to the right of fuffrage. i . : ‘

1t may now be afked, what fubflitute can be propofed, not liable
to the objéction ftated againft this part of the conftitution, and at
‘the fame time, competent to the exclufion of mendicants and others,
who from extreme poverty, may be prefurmed not to have 2 ferffi-
cient common pecuniary intereft in the fociety, to attach them to
its welfare, I anfwer, that texation is the proper and natural teft
of ability, and furnifhes a more certzin criterion of a common
intereft, than that which the conftitution contains. ~He who con-
tributes to the public expenfe, muft be prefumed interefted in the
public welfare, and ought to be teprefented in the governmemt
which commands his perfon, and talls for the frnits of his induftry.
1t is of no importance that this contribution fnay be fmall, it wilt
be in proportion to his ability, if the taxes are juftly afleffed, ahd
when a man complies with tliat, he is on a footing, in refpe@ to
political right, with the moft opulent citizen, uslefs it fhould be’
thought, that every citizen onght to have a dire& fuffrage in pro-
pertion to his property, which is an idea never entertained by any
of our conftitutions, and altomether repugnant to a republican
fyftem ; no man was ever thought entitled to two votes, becanfe
he paid twice as much tax as his ricighbor. This thews, thzt it is
not the comparative proportion of propetty and contribution, which
ehtitles a man to exercife thé ele@ive franchife, but his contribu-
ting according to his ability. And the very atticle objefted o,
that of making fifty pounds a common ftandard, proves, that ineqaa.

(&) 1 admit that the poflefion of property, efpecially freehold, furnithes
fome fecvrity for the integrity of the cleftor; ‘but, as was Rated in-the pre-
ceding puper, there is great dificulty in.carrying fuch a refl into exécutzon,
“The proof mufl depend on the onth of thewveter ; the bad confequences -of
which have been univerfally acknowledged. It-is evident, that this criterion
muft exclude a very great number of peifons, every way entitled to a partici-
pation of the vemmeny.' Thefe iitconveniences are remgSVed, and yet the
purity of e\eg?nns futtatned, by meking taxution, residence; and freedom;
efiential qualifications. .
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lity of fortune, was never defigned to create inequality in the gene-
ral fyftem of fuffrage. :

This teft then, is better than that defined in the conftitution,
namely; cléar eftate of fifty poinds value.

- First. Becaufe it admits @/ citizens to a fhare in the choice of"
|/ thefr reprefentatives, Who pay to the fupport of government,
b whereas the other does not.

- Second. Becaufe it extends to the citizen an opportunity of being
repréfented, as well in his pérsorial, as his pecuniary interefts ;
whereas the other, by placing his right to vote upan tlie mere footing
of an' arbitrary quantui of property, disfranchifes him of his moft
important rights, thofe of' fharing in the formation of laws; which
are to affe& his life, his perfon, his liberty and enjoyments, as well
as his' property. ‘

Third. Beeaufe this is a teft, not fo readily evaded as the other, -
more yniform in its operation, and which affords to the conductors
of ‘elections; by a mere infpetion of the tax polls, ecertain evidence
of the voter’s right to be admitted. 8 ‘3

“Fourth. Becaufe it avoids the evil consequences of the other; ari-’
fihg from the multiplication of oaths, and the confequent tempta-
tions to perjury and falfe fwearing ; the difficulties and criminality
of officers, in enforcing or omitting the teft ; the unneceffary: obfta~
cles which it oppofes to confcientious fcruples,” and above all; to its
baneful influence upon ‘the intégrity and fairnefs of ele@ions.

i th. Bécaufe it is'a better proof; even of real wbility; than the
other, and equally excludes from a fhare in thie eleftions thofe wiio,
ftAm,'t;r abfolute poverty or infignificance, ought not to fhare in them.

BT e R T :

Sixth, Becaufe it is more confonant, in every refpe, to the
true ‘principles of a pure republican. form. of government, which
confifts in the extenfion of the repreféntative privilege to its’
gréatelt practical latitudé ; and more efpecially, fo far at léaft, as.
to conne&t the duity of fubmiffion to taxation, with its correfpond--
ent rightrof reprefentation. 5 1

“The jufinels of the preceding remarks; on the impolicy of that
part of our conftitution under confideration, may derive confirma-
ti‘gg,_'by adverting to the refult of reflections and experience on this.’
point, -in_the fiate of Pennfylvania. In tbe amended conflitution.
of: that ftate, proof of property, as a qualificatian for an eleGor, is
not requiredi(a)  Payment of a o is eftablifhed as a better ftandard,
and I truft; on deliberation, it will be found in every refpect, and
under all'the forms of eletive government, at once the rmoft equita-
ble, fafe, and convenient regulation.() : :

;iff}g ‘Conft. Penn. r79e, Art. 3, fec. 1. I
- (8) In addition to the weight which precedent gives to the reiloning on

this head, it may be obferyed, that the ¢onflitwtion of Delaware, reviled. in

\
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NUMBER XVIL
THE SUBJECT CONTINUED, AND RECAPITULATED.
O fum up what has been faid againft the prefent conflitutional

regulation, relpeting the qualification of voters, I fhall in this paper
recapitulate the fubject.

The article runs thus, “ That all inhabitants of this colony of.

¢ full age, who are worth fifty pounds proclamation money clear
“ eftate in the fame, and have refided within the county in which
“ they claim a vote, for twelve months immediately preceding the
¢ eletion, fhall be entitled to vote for reprefentatives in eouncil
 and aflembly ; and alfo, for all other public officers that fhall be
¥ ele@ed by the people of the county at large.”

The objections infifted upon are,

First, That it either direély admits, or elfe leaves doubtful, the
right of women to vote at eleions. Seconds That it admits to our
ele&tions, aliens; foreigners and bondmen.(a) Third. That the term
of residence is too fhort, Fourth. That it places the qualification
of a voter, upon the fa& of his poflefling fifty pounds clear eftate,

* The ill confequences deducible from this analyfis of the articley
may be referred to, under the feparate heads of difcuffion in the pre-
cedmg_j} papers. M the objetions are well founded, the rem',etil; is
praclicable : nothing more is required, than to amend the conftitu-
tion, by varying the prior arrangement in fuch manner as ta obvi-
ate its errors.

The laft copvention of Pennfylvania, have an article in their
conflitution, “defining the gualification of voters. And ‘it is
remarkable that it avoids, in every particular, the objectionable
features in the Jerfey regulations on the fame point. It runs thus =
¢ In elections by the citizens, every freeman of the age of twenty-
¢ one years, having refided in the ftate two years next before the
¥ ele&ion, and within that time paid a ftate or county tax, which
f fhall have heen affefled at lealt fix months before the election,

1790, the conflitution of South-Carolina, revifed in 1790, the conflitution
of, New-Hampthire, revifed in 1792, the conffitution of Georgia, revifed
1n 1795, have each of them adopted the criterion of taxability, as moft con-
fonant to political jnftice; and when it is confidered too, that this mode not
only extends the right of fuffrage to all who thould enjoy it, but alfo. makes
it a man’s interef} as acitizen, to be on the fax rol/, I muft conceive that the
argument for revision on this head of the conftitution, is not to be anfwered
upon any fair fcale of reafoning. 2

(@) T fpeak here of servants, white and black, not of slaves, although

they certainly fall within the defcription of ¢ inhabitantss” and may be
worth fifty pounds, Sl :
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% fhall enjoy the rights of an ele&or.”(g) This provifion then,
confines the right to citizens ; ours does not. It requires two years
refidence in the ftate ; ours does not. It confers it on freemen
only ; ours does not. It excludes women ; ours does not. It puts
the ability of a voter, upon the fa& of paying zax ;. ours does nots
There is an additional proviso in the article referred to, from the
Pennfylvania conftitution, namely, « That the sons of qualified per-
% fons, between the age of twenty-one and twenty-two years, fhall
' & he entitled to vote, although they fhall not have paid taxes.”
- This appears to be an equitable provifion, in favor of a very refpect-
able and confiderable portion of people, who, though arrived at the
age of citizenfhip, are- yet not likely to be detached immmediately
. from their ‘parents’ family, nor to become fair objeéts of taxation.
~ Not to deprive them. therefore of a voice in the general fuffrage
after twenty-one, and yet to reftrain the right of voting, unlefs a
x is paid, a year after the expiration of their minority is -allowed,
o which they are entitled to yote, although no tax is paid ;
but after twenty-two, payment of tax is an effential condition. of
~ the right. ’ :
- I think, upon due confideration of the fubje¢t treated of in feve-
' ﬂ! he foregoing numbers, it muft be evident to all impartial
_ men, that the conftitution is vaftly defective, in the primary bbject
~ of defining the qualification of ele&tors : Ifay, primary obje&; for
upon the proper adjuftment of that franchife, depends in "a great
1 the purity of eletions, the peace, ftability, and juft ends of
lican conftitution.(4)
- It will be perceived that my general principle is, to extend the
rights of fuffrage (under certain other ncceflary qualifications, fuch
: idence, &c.) to all who contribute by faxes, to the fupport of
A Aé‘o.vgrnmpnt. E
- * It will be found, that next to a proper difpofition of chetks in
the Jegislative branches, the true {ecret of a republican conftitution,
lies in conferring on the electors the freeflt forms of suffrage, and
on the elected the moft efficient powers of government.

'

Art, 3, fec. 1, conft. of 1790.
I could quote many of the moft approved writers on government, in
rt of this opmion ; I fhall content myfelf with referring to two only :
iam Blackstone, in his admired commentaries, {ays, « Inademocracy
can be no exercife of fovereignty but by suffrage, which is the decla-
of the gegple’s will. In all democracies, therefore, it is of the utmoft
ortance to regulate by whom, and in what manner, the suffrages are to
en; and the Athenians were fo juftly jealous of this prerogative, that
anger who interfered in the affemblies of the people, was punifhed by
laws with death; becaufe fuch a man was efiecemed guilty of bizh
, by usurping thofe rights of fovereignty to which he had no titlg:**
170. The author of “ The Spirit of Laws,” the profound Barep de
uieu, fays, * There can be ng exarcife of fovercignty, bug by their




