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MINUTES. OF ,THE HOUSE. 

nbly Bill No. ·19, entitled "A supplement to an 'act entitled 
: concerniD;g- railroads' " (Revision of l 896), approved 
)urteenth, one thousand nine hundred and three, 

:h was · read for the first time by its title, ordered to have, 
td reading, and referred to the Committee on Railroads 

nals. 
same gentleman introduced 

mbly Bill No. 20, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled 
;>lement to an act entitled "An act to incorporate the chosen 
.ders ·in the respective counties of this State," approved 
sixteenth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six,' " 
said supplement was approved February twenty-first, one 
nd nine hun9.red and five, · 

ich was read for the first time by its title, ordered to have a 
l reading, and referred to the Committee on Municipal, Cor:-

ons. , 
. Thompson, on leave, introduced . 

;embly Bill No. 21, entitled "A supplement to an act entitled 
ct to amend an act entitled "An act relative to the Princeton 
~ Monument," approved April third, one thousand nine hun:- . 
and two.'" which amendatory act was approved March 
:y-seventh, one thousand nine hundred and seven. 
hich was read for the first time by its title, ordereq to have a 
.d reading, and referred to the Committee on Miscellaneous 

iess. 
r. Fake, on leave, introduced 
;senibly Bill No. 22, entitled "An act to provide for the pur­
~ of a digest of certain law and chancery reports of this 
,.,., . . 

rhich was read for the first time by its title, ordered to have a 
nd reading, and referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

:r. Braun, on leave, introduced 
ssembly Bill No. 23, entitled "A supplement to an act en­
d '.Ain act to regulate elections'" (Revision of 1908), ap­
red April fourth, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-

tt, 
Vhich was read · for the first time by its title, ordered to have a 
md reading, and referred. to the Committee on Elections. 
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Mr. Colgate, on leave, introduced . 

Assem~ly Bill No. 24, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled 
·'An act to establish fire and police commissions in certain cities 
of the State of less than thirty-five thousand inhabitants, and to 
prescribe their powers and duties,'" approved May eighteenth, 
-0ne thousand nine hundred and six, 

Which was read for the first time by its title, ordered to have a 
second reading, and referred to the Committee on Municipal Cor­
porations. 

·Mr. Roberts, on leave, introduced 

Assembly Bill No. 25, entitled "$upplement to an act entitled 
_,An act concerning District Courts' " (Revision of I 898), ap-

. proved June fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-
~~ . . 
, Which was read for the first time by its title, ordered to have 
-a second reading·, and referred to the Committee on Revision of 
Laws. · 

A message was received from tne Governor by the hands of his 
..Secretary, as follows : 

STATE OE NEW JERSEY, l 
ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ~ 
TRENTON, January 20, l 908. J · 

·To thei·spea.ker and Members of the House of Assembly: 
GENTLEMEN--! herewith transmit the report of the Passaic 

Valley Sewerage Commission, giving an account of the work 
<lone under the provisions of an Act, approved March 27, 1902, 
and amended by an Act of March r8, 1907, providing for the . 
purification of the waters of tl-ie Passaic River wi1thin the Pas­
saic Valley Sewerage District. 

To the LegislatJ;.e: 

Very respectfully, 
E. C. STOKES, 

Governor. 

The undersighed Commissioners, appointed by the Governor 
under the provisions of an act of the Legislature, approved 
March 27th, 1902, "authorizing the appointment and defining 
the powers and duties · of commissioners in sewerage and drain­
age districts," etc., hereby ·repQrt their operations to the present 
ti.me under the provisions of an act of the Legislature approved 
March 18th, 1907, "to provide for the purification of the waters 
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of the Passaic River within the Passaic Valley Sewerage Dis-
trict," etc. . 

1 

In compliance with the provisions of the last narned act, and 
within thirty -days from the pa3sage thereof, a notice signed by 

' the President and Secretary of the · Passaic . Valley Sewerage 
C.ommissioner.s was served upon the Clerk of each municipality 
froni which sewage or other polluting n1atter is or may be dis­
charged into the Passaic River, between the Great Falls in the· 
city of Paterson and the mouth of the said river at N ewa.rk -Bay, 
or irnto any of the tributaries of the Passaic Rive1· which empty 
into the said river between the said-points, notifying said munic­
ipality in the form prescribed l;>y the law that the discharge of 
sewage · and other polluting . matter into the .said river, and into 
the tributaries of the said river, between the points designated. 
is prohibited and must cease and be discontinued after December · 
twelfth, in the year one thousand nine hundred and twelve. This 
notice was served upon the twenty municipalities within the dis­
trict, and upon twenty-two municipalities without the district, 
and an acknowledgment of service from the · Clerk of each 
municipality is on file with the Commissioners. . 

A form of resolution, prepared by counsel, pwviding the· 
method by which any municipality might determine that it would 
be · advisable and to the · interest of such municipality to comply 
with the act of March r8th, r907, and also providing the means. 
to defray the cost of the preliminary ~brk, was foryvarded to · 
each of the municipalities lying wholly or partly within the dis­
trict. Alt the outset but few of the municipalities passed the 
enabling r:esolutions required by · the law, there being a feeling-­
on the part of the sinaller municipalities that it was inequitable· 
that they should be required to advance as great an an1otmt for· 
this purpose as was required from the larger municipalities. 

After some m!onths of urging, and frequent meetings with 
municipal governing bodies, teµ of the municipalities passed 
resolutions requesting- the Commissioners to proceed with the· 
work, and appropriating in the aggregate the sum of thirty 
thou'sand dollars, which in the judgment of the Commissioners 
will be sufficient to defray the cost of the prelirninary work re­
quired by the law, and enable a report to. be made to the different 

· municipali1ties as to cost of construction at).d maintenance and 
. other particulars specified in the act. Of the amount appro­
priated the sum of twenty-five thou.sand dollars has been paid. 

in at this time. 
While the municipalities were deliberating as to their action 

in this matter the Comn;iissioners were considering the details: 
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-of the work to be performed to meet the requirements o·f the 
Jaw, that there might not be any delay in proceeding with the 
work in the event of favorable action by a sufficient number of 
municipalities. As the resu1t of these preparations the Commis­
sioners were in a po,gition to make a contract with Messrs. Her­
ing and Fuller for . the· engineering- features of the work as soon 
.as a sufficient amount was appropriated by the municipalities to 
meet the expense. This contract was made in September last, . 
and the work since that time has been . progressing vigorously 
.and systematically, and in all its details has. received the constant 
:supervision of the Commissioners. Some of the main features 
with.in the scope of :the work may be summarized as follows : 

AJ thorough investigation of the progress made in matters or 
:sewage disposal sine~ the trunk sewer plan was adopted five · 
years ago, for the purpose of comparison, a11d to enable j udg­
ment to be passed on the comparative merits of the plan formerly 
recommended and two others which are thought to be worthy of 
-consideration, in order to secure the best results for the great 
outlay o·f money that will be required. 

Investigations as to ·the amounts of .suspended solids and 
grease in the sewage, and also regarding the trade wastes, all 
of which is necessary for the purpose of · des.igning the works 
that may be adopted for treatment and disposal. To this end 
gagings have been necessary in all parts of the district to ascer­
tain the actual quantity of sewage dealt with and its composi­
ti~. \ 

Investigations to estimate . the pl'"obable composition of the 
sewage of the entire valley, both at the present time and in the 
future when the corhhind systems now in operation will have 
to be converted to separate ·systems. 

Studies with reference to the elimination of odors which will 
ari'.se at different points, and to determine the dissolved oxygen 
~ontent of the discharge from representative se\~rer outlets into 
the river during different hours of the day, in order to indi­
. ate what changes will take place in the sewage on its passage 
Jrom the upper to the lower end of the trunk sewer, and also 
:the study of the putresence of the sewage at various points. 

Studies of the besit way of obtaining the required degree of 
'lution in New York Bay and the diffusion of the sewage 

rein. These have been accompanied, with experiments of a 
ientific character whiGh show beyond the possibility of a doubt 
:at there will be no serious or offensive pollution of New York 
ay. With the same m;ethods employed by all who use the Bay · 
if this purpose, its waters would receive, as per statements of 
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competent authorities, the sewage of a greater number of peopie­
than can possibly use it for generations to come. 

· The mapping of the entire district to cover all the territory 
included in the natural . drainage area of the lower Passaic River,, 
which is twice as ~arge as that included in .the present district, 
with studies necessary to trace the growth of individual dis:-
tricts. 

Studies. of household .sewage and ground water in the various. 
districts to determine the probable volurii.e to be provided for. 

Investigations of the proposed d~k lines of Newark_ Bay. 
A further consideration of the details-not gone into origin-

. ally~·f the entire length of the sewer in ithe field, w1th a view · 
to making any changes which suggest themselves as ,];esults of 
the experience of the last four yeats, from which it is ?-pparent 
that a few minor changes will be necessary. 

Tests for dillution made at experimental sta!tions. 
Analytical laboratory tests of the effluent of repr~sentative 

sewers in the district. 
Investigations of outfalls and works elsewhere to obtain the 

results of the ~ost recent plans and 1!l'eth?.ds adopted. . • . 
The preparation of maps, plans and estimates of costs of the 

most extended single line of trunk S:ewer proposed in this coun­
try, which mus1t be ·made with the greatest care, in view of the 
large interests and great co6t involyed. 
: . While the work o fthe engineers has been progressing, other 
details, necessary to the speedy completion . of the preliminary 
work, have been attended to. In. further compliance _ with the 
law the tax ratables of the. municipalities wholly or partlly 
within the district, for the year 1907, upon which the cost of 
construction is based, have been ascertained. In the municipali­
ties partly within the district the computaitions have been care­
fully made by the taxing officers and a representative of the 
Commissioners; The tax ratables of the district for the year 
1907, ascertained by these means, amount to $s53,597A60~ 
Studi~s of increase in ratables have also been made to approxi­
mate the future taxable cost of construction and maintenance 
as. nearly as poosible. . 

The counsel of the Commissioners are engaged in preparing 
a form of contract to be entered into between the municipalities 
and the Commissioner.s when the report of the 'latter upon the 
preliminary work shall be made. • · 

Thus, in every detail, the work has been advanced as far as 
possible in anticipation of the report of the engineers. It is 
impossible to report further upon the engineering work at this 
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time for the reason that it is not quite completed, and therefore 
the necessary results and conclusions have not been reached. It 

· is expected that the report of the engiqeers will be received very 
. soon, when the Commissioners will have the services of other 

engineer.ing ·experts to examine and pass ·upon . the work done. 
This is necessary, in their judgment~ in view of the great ex­
pense which must ensue, and the importance of a work designed 
to meet the sewage disposal needs of fully a quarter of the popu-
lation of the State. - . - . 

When the engineers in charge of the work, and the consulting 
engineers, have folly satisfied the Commissioners as to the most 
efficient and economical method of purifying the Passaic River, 
and disposing of the sewage of the Passaic Valley District, the 
Commissioners will without delay meet the further requirement 
of the law by presenting a report to ... the municipalities of the 
district. This report will be as complete as possible, and will 
be accompanied with maps, plans and estimates of cost of con-

. struction and maintenance. 
Upon receiving this report each municipality will have ninety 

days in which to decide whether it will join with other's in the 
·proposition recommended, or whether it will adopt a separate 
method of , disposal in order to comply with the requ:irement of 
the law to. cease the pollution of the river after December 12th, 
1912. The Commissioners will begin the actual work of con­
struction at the expiration of the ninety days, if two ar more 
municipalities have entered into a contract with them for this 
purpose. 
· All · of which is respectfully submitted. 

' . ]. A. LE:BKUECHER, 

s. GIBSON, 

Clerk. 

PETER HAUCK, 
FRANCIS CHILD) 
WM. S. ACKERMAN, 

Commissioners. 

Mr. , Martin offered the following resolution, which was 
opted: 

f?.esolved, That the usual number of copies be printed . and 
1read in · full upon the minutes. . . . 
A message was ,received from · the Governor, by the hand of 
s Secretary, , as follows : 


