
REPORT 

NEW JERSEY ST_A_TE PRISON, 

EMBRACING THE 'REPORTS OF 'l'HE 

Inspectors, Supervisor, Keeper, Moral Instructor, Physician 
and Joint Committee. 

FOR THE YE.11.ll 

1875. i:: 

N .J. STATE LIBRARY 
P.O. BOX 520 
_. :{ENTON, NJ 08625-0520 

TRENTON, N. J.: 
PUBJ,JC OPINION-WM. S. SHARP, S'l'EAM POWER BOOK AND JOB PRJN'r:ER. 

18 7 5. 



/ 

t 
·' 

'j 

. ' 

r ' 

.J ~ 

•'' 

., r .) r. 

'"' ~ 

~ 
~ 

h 

•• '1:_ ( ~ ' ' ' 
' ' ,, ',• 

' 
" 

(' 
'r _, ... 

" . ' 
~-

~ 

·< , .. 

'• 
, , 

' 
._ 

" ,, 
.,. 

" ' ) 

t_ 

"I 

. ' ,_ 

\. 

;s 

' ' 

- . 

t 
~, 

·' 

-' I I, 

, r 

., \ I 
,1{1 

.1 
/ 

'· . 
' '· 

.. 

, . 
\ ~ -,. .. .r 

). 

>I 

,,. 

' ,.. 

I 

'•. 

,. . /. 

,.-

'-

' 

.. 
' 

> ' 

\, 

~ 

.-~;:., . 

1 ~ 

:~ 

. ' 

,.; 

p 
\ ' 

' •.. " 

~ 

, ~ 

. 
' 



,. 
T. 



:;:: 
"' z 



(~l 
c.. 
0 
:r 
fl! 

x 
« 
Q 

:. 



D = ====W=O=R=K==S=-:H 0 p 1===--
~ I 

COAL VAULT 

WD ltK SHOP 

---~ 

"··· ..... _ 

l 



REPORT 

OF THE 

NE\iV JERSEY STATE PRISON, 

.Ei\fDL1ACL'\G THE REPORTS OF THE 

Inspectors, Supcl'visors, K eepet, itloral Iristructor, Physician 

and Joint Committee. 

FOR THE YE.!IR 1875. 

TRENTON, N. J. : 
!PUBLIC OPINION -WM. S SHARP, Sn:AM-PowER BooK AND Jon PRINTER 

187 5. 
N.J. STATE LIBRARY 
P.O. BOX 520 
·REN TO N, NJ 08625-0520 



T 



REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE. 

The Joint Committee of the Legislature on the State Prison, re­
spectfully report : 

That we have visited the institution, in discharg-e of our official 
duties, and examined the snpe1·visor's account of the expenditures 
for the year ending October 31st, 1875, as well as the vouchers 
thereof, and find them to agree. 

The whole amount of expenditures during the year, including 
salaries, provisions, clothing, &c., amount to $110,0uO; receipts for 
the same time, $8:,500; permanent improvei;nents, not included in 
the above statement, $17,500. 

This favorable exhibit is particularly gratifying, especially when 
it is considered that during the several months of the past year, but 
a small number of the convicts have been employed in a way re­
munerative to the state. 

We refer to the supervisor's report for an accurate and more 
detailed account of the financial condition of the institution during 
the past year. 

We have also inspected the prison buildings, including cells, 
work-shops, bake-room, wash-house. &c., and find the same neatness, 
cleanliness and discipline to prevail throughout the institution, re­
flecting much credit upon the keeper, :Mr. Charles Wilson and his 
corps of efficient and well selected deputies. 
·we cannot leave the cook and wash-room, however, without call · 

ing attention to their improper ventilation, and would advise some 
alteration aud improvement for the escape of steam, to prevent its 
permeating the bnilding to the extent it doeg at present; and also 
more modern machinery for the washing and wringing of clothes, 
thereby saving largely to the state in the unnecessary wear and tear 
of clothing and bedding; and at the same time, looking to the 
necessitJ' , which already exists, for an increase in the number pf 
cells, in order to relieve the crowdeJ condition of the convicts, inci­
dent upon the constaBtly increasing 11nmber of commitments, as 
shown by the reports of prnceding years. 

By examination of the records we fiud a good, sanitary condition 
to have prevailed during the year, which we donbt nor, is largely 
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due to the cleanl.Y condition of the building, the daiiy exercise of 
th3 prisoners in the open air, when not at work in the shops, the 
uniform warmth of the cells, proper clothing, plain but well pre­
pared food, and especially to the vigilant and professional skill of 
Dr. W. W. L. Phillips. 

The commendable improvements made in the hospital depart· 
ment during the past year, are wortl1y of special notice. . 

The gas works authorized by an act of the legislatnre, and to 
which reference was made in last year's report, have been com­
pleted in an entirely satisfactor.Y manner, comprising not only con­
venience and economy, but materiall.Y lessening the risk of .fire. 
The expense for the production of gas by the present arrangement, 
is but about one-fourth tl1at formerly paid to the city. 

The joint committe are particularly anxious that the legislature 
should not lose sight of the recommendations of predous years with 
regard to the moral and religious instruction of the convicts, and 
hope that the time is not far distant when we may be able to report 
more progress in this direction, thereby aiming to discharge our 
whole dnty to these unfortunate follow beings led astray by our 
common enemy; and to the furtherance of this object, we would 
again advise a suitable apartment wherein the moral instructor may 
gather his congregation and speak to them face to face, instead of 
talking, as at present, to the cells, without knowing whether the 
inmates are giving heed to his advice. 

To the energy, economical administration and financial ability of 
the supervisor, Col. ,V. R. Murphy, is largely owing the gratifying 
results as shown by the report of this year, and hope the legislature 
will not overlook the recommendation of last year in regard to his 
inadequate salary, when considering the duties devohing upon 
him. 

The prompt and efficient discharge of their respective dnties l)y 
the several officers of the institution, is the subject of commendation 
by your committee, and the ability, close attention to the many 
duties incumbent upon the position, and general order maintained 
b.Y the .present keeper, Charles 'Vilson, are deserving of special 
remark. And we also wish particularly, to notice the accurate an<i 
and systematic book-keeping of the present clerk, Robert B. 
Bonney. 

In conclusion, tho attention of the legislatnre is called to the re­
ports of the Supervisor, f nspect€lrs, Keeper, Physician and Moral 
lustrnctor, for a more full account of the expenditures, general 
operations and present condition of the prison. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BARTON F. THORN, 
JOHN HOPPER, Senate Gommittee. 
JOHN W. BOGERT, 
ANDREW TE~~D, 
CHARLES P. SWING, Honse Committee. 



,. SUPERVISOR'S REPORT. 

To His Excellency, Joseph D. B edle, Governor ef New Jersey: 

Sm :-The annual report required by law, r<1lating to those inter­
ests of the State Prison which are especially entrusted to the 
Supervisor, is herewith respectfully submitted. 

The balance sheet annexed, and the several statements, exhibit 
the affairs of the Prison during the fiscal year which ends to-day: 

The income amounts to the snm of $81,596.30, and is derived frum 
the following sonrces : 

Convict labor, 
Interest, 
Live stock, 
Chair seats, -

- $80,048 15 
1:196 41:1 
532 66 
rn oo 

$81,596 30 

It shonld be stated here that the sum of $10,000, forfeited to tlie 
state by contractors for convict labor, and elsewhere referred to, i3 
included in the above statement. 

The cost of maintaining the convicts during the year is $5i,941.69. 
The difference between the amount received and the amount ex­
pended, is $23,654.61, which is the net gain on the business of the 
year, and is added to the capital stock, reported October 31, 18i4, 
($128,936 62), making the present capital, as will be seen by the 
stock account, $152,591.23. The assets amount to $155,186.1:16, 
from which deduct the sum of "accounts payabln," ($2,595. 73), 
and the difference is the net capital, as stated above, $152,591.23. 

To avoid misapprehension, it is necessary to say here, that the 
sum mentioned as the cost of maintaining the convicts, ($5i,941.69), 
does not include the i:alaries of officers, and other expenses incidi:mt 
to the Prison. A 11 these will be found fully set forth in Statement 
C, and are, by law, paid by the State Treasurer, on the warrant of 
the Comptroller. 

In my last annual report, this sentence occurs: "The prospect for 
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the year npon which we have just e11tered, gives assnrance that our 
income will he nearly eqnal to all our expenses, including salaries." 
] tis a source of regret that this expectation, which then appeared 
well founded, has not been realized. 

By a supplemental contract made with Messrs. Bigelow and 
Howe, dated February 2 lst, 1874, it was, among other things. pro­
vided that the contractors might relinqnish their contract by giving 
to the Supervisor three months' notice in writing, and paying to . 
him for the use of t 1rn state, the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

Availing themselves of this mode of terminating the agreement, 
the prescriber! notice was ~iven, dated February ~5th, 187.), and 
en the 15th day of May tile contractors paid t•1 me the sum of 
$10,000, being for liqnidated damages, as stipulated in the above 
mentioned supplemental contract, and on the ~5th day of the same 
month abandoned the contract. I3y this action nearly five hundred 
convicts were thrown out of employment. 

The cause of this unexpected suspension of the contract, which 
had two years yet to rnn, is the general prostration of business, 
which began in the fall of 1873, and has continued with the most 
disastrous 1-,sults to the present time. Other prisons are under­
going the same unfortunate experience. In my intercourse with 
the otlicers of se,·eral of them, and from the official reports of 
others, I le<trn that contracts have been gi,•en up because mannfac­
tnrers could find no profitable market fur their goods, and because 
the loss by cancelling good contracts was less than that which 
would result from the employment of capital in the production of 
goo-ds, which in many casl'S would deteriorate in valne while being 
11eld until the demand for them should increase. 

But this stagnation in business is so well understood, and so uni­
versally felt, that it is needless to enlarge npon it iu explanation of 
our changed prospects. 

At a meeting of the board of snpe1·visors, held on the 4th of 
Jnne last, the supervisor was directed to offer t.hc labor of the con· 
victs by advertisement in the newspapers. This was done exten­
sively, b11t beyond some general inquiries respecting this labor, the 
measure has attracted I.Jut little atte11ti<m. 

By ref~rence to the tahles of statistics, it will be seen that the 
average num her of convicts is greater th rn during any pre dons 
year in the history of the Prison. But riotwithstanding this large 
increaee, the cost of maintenance is less than for the rnme class of 
expenses for the preceding year; and although almost our entire 
number has been idle sinc6 May last, yet all these expenses have 
been paid from our earnings during the year, and a smplns remains 
towards nieeting the deficiency of the ensuing year, if we fail to 
procure employment f.,r the prisoners. 

The loss of revenue, however. from the labor of prisoners, while 
it is to be regretted, is a less evil to the state than the physical and 

_.._ 
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moral evils which this enforced idleneS£ entails npon the convicts. 
It is a merciful provision of the law that the criminal is sentenced 
to "hard lalior,' as part of his puaisbuaent, and all except a small 
11umber so accept it. 

To prevent disease anfl other disabilities, so often indnced by 
.close confinement, the prison physician recommended that the con­
victs be allowed to walk in the gronnds within the walls. This 
·required a considerable outlay in arranging gnard-rooms on the 
walls, from which any breach of discipline could be restrained, and 
attempts to escape thwarted. 

The loss of employment, urought about as above described, is 
one among many evils which often grow out of what is known as 
,,; The Contract System;" and Jet it is, for many reasons, the safest 
plan of making this labor a source of revenue, (if that is the first 
·consideration), rather than that the state should engage in manu· 
facturing on its own account; because a business which is neces­
sarily conducted and managed by a large number of persons, not 
one of whom has a personal interest in its success, and who are, 
perhaps, unskilled in the business entrusted to them, will almost 
certainly prove a losing one, except under conditions peculi&rly 
favorable. But if the intellectnal and moral improvement of the 
criminal be objects of consideration, then the plan of farming out 
his labor to those who have no other interest in him than to obtain 
the largest amount of work, is in direct antagonism to those 
·obiects. 

The want of more adeq nate hospital provision has long been 
felt. This want has been met by occupying, for that purpose, the 
the large apartment over the centre, and which was of no value for 
any useful pnrpose. It now contains all the appurtenances and 
arrangements of a complete and commodious hospital, and should 
-be regarded as an expression of commiseration for suffering 
1rnmanity, even in criminals, by the people of the state. 

The gas works, authorized to be constructed by the act of March 
3d, 187!, have been completed, aad fully meet our best expecta­
tions, both in the quality of the light, and the cost of its produc­
tion. The amount appropriated by the legislature for these works 
was $12,000. The actual cost, cemplete, is $1.1,839 52, leaving a 
balance of $160.48 towards the purchase of a. metre, which is a 
necassary part of ga13 liO'ht fixtures. 

The act of March 30tl1, 1865, authorized an annual appropriation 
.of $10,000, to aid in the snpport of the prison. For the first time 
.since 1868, this appropriation has tliis year been drawn from the 
treasurer of the state, and the same will no doubt be required for 
the next year; but it is hoped t1rn.t this sum, together with availa­
ble assets, amounting to abont $-12,000, will render any special 
.appropriation unnecessary. 

Each year, from 1865 te 1869, illlclusive, the legislature made a 
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special appropriation to meet the current deficiencies. The last <me· 
for this purpose, was authorized by the legislature of 1869; and at 
the same session enacted the law which now governs the institu­
tion, under whose wise provisions the cost of maintenance has been 
paid from the proceeds of onr indnstries, besides nearly $100\QOO- · 
returned to the state during that period. 

By an examination of l::ltatement B, the following facts wiJ.l be 
found in detail : 

Ffrst. During the three years and fonr months ending Mareh 
31st, 1869, the agcrregate deficits amounted to $224,141.ti9. 

Second. From ttie date last mentioned to the end of the· present 
fiscal year, the gains amount to $ l55,638.58. 

I desire here to express my obligations to the comptroller ancl 
treasurer, my colleagues in the board of supcn'isor:>, for thei.11' 
counsel and aid in the performance of my unties. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. R. MURPHY, 

Supervis@if'~ 
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STATEME:\'T A. 

GAINS. LOSSES. 

Convict labor, $80,048 15 Subsistence, - - $34,225 1~ 
Interest, - 9!:!6 49 Fuel, - - 6,128 59 
Live stock, - 532 66 Clothing, 4,635 3± 
Ohair seats,. 19 00 Discharge<l convict 

clothing, - - 2,338 17 
Furniture, 782 59· 
Bedding, 42 
Tobacco, 2,526 04 
State shops, - - 201 29 
Hospital, (dispensary,) 2,328 !:11 
Stationery, - - 3-!S 98 
Convict stationery, 12 62 
Forage, - 610 05 
Water, 651 41 
Light, - 2,029 52 
Carting, freights and 

expenses, 60 E3 
Miscellaneous, 1,061 78 
Gain, 23,654 lil 

----- -----
$8l,5c 6 30 $81,596 30 
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STATEMENT B. 

'Showing the Earriin~s, Expenses, Losses and Gains from N ovcm-
1rnr, 1865, to the close of the present fiscal year; compiled from 
.officlai reports. 

--R~ORTS_. _ I EARNING~_! EXl'.b:NSl(S. LOSS~~-_l~~-IN_s_. -

J.866, Nov. 30. 1
1 

$26, 172 7SJ $77, 156 59 $50,983 s 11 
'1867, :: " 3l,733 4:!1 8!,83!l 32 56,1~5 90' 
1868, " I 39,39'.:l 38 9!).3G9 68 55,917 3tl 
1869 to M'rch 3l l 6,777 52\ 67,85~ 20 61,0'74 68 

Total, . !$1{)4,0i6Jo $328:21779 ~4~ 
UNDER THE PRESENT LAW. 

REPORTS. I EARNINGS. I EXPENSES . l LOSSES. I GAINS. 

1869 toDec. 3i.J $42,356 -13 ~H9,3i7 89 $13,9~1 76 -----
1870 to Oct. 31.1 58,331 76 61,742 51 3,410 75 
1811 ., " " 100,12:~ 21 60,113 37 I $40,600 80 
1872 " " " 80,892 \e9 52,..J.H u2 28,478 74 
1873 '' " " 90,386 5o 62,353 1sl 1 2s,033 28 
1874 " ,, " l 04,0! l DS 58,807 05 I 45,334 93 
1875 " " ,, 81,596 30 57,941 691 23,654 61 

Total, $558,328 99
1

$402:690 21 $10,372 51$166,li1 36 
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STATEMENT C. 

Showing the aggreg-ate cost anci expenses of the prison daring the 
-year ending October 31st, 1875, and the several iten:s the:.-eof. 

Maintenance of convicts, -
·General repairs to buildings, -
Improvements or betterments, 
New steam boiler, - · 
'Constructing and furnishing new hospital, -
Amount given to discharged convicts, - - -
Rewards and expenses to recover escaped convicts 
Extraordinary somces, 

:Salaries, 

Total, 

$57,9±1 69 
7,149 07 
4,101 36 
1,497 28 
4,642 01 
l,147 (0 
1,091 65 

450 01) 
53,233 35 

031,253 41 



BALANCE SHEET, NO. 7. 

New Jersey State Prison, fr01n October 31, 187 4, to October 31, 18715. 

LEDGER TITLES. [--TD~~~:~ llNV'NTORYrRD~~ND ~~~S. nn. ST~~oa. - I -:. REr OI<. -

li~~~~E+:\(C((i?\UiT!!!iii\~!!U/Y!! I :: ii1 ··:;::r ;~* ····~~·~ M~ . >11 "~rll "~~== 
J)ischarged Convicts' Clothing. . ... ........ ..... ........... 3,427 07 ... .. .. . . . . . .. 1,088 90 2,388 17 . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . ... . .. . . .. . . . . . .. 1,088 90 

illis~:j\ ;:; Ii : 11
1 

~]"I ·:ii: ~1: ]A:r ; : :H 

l~~t.~1t:~~ .. ••••••••••••••••••••••
1

=;,~-!:fl.1il!: •••··~·!~•············· •1 .. 1~ .. ! llll·~·- ······~~r:;••···~~" 
To stock for net ~~In $81,696 30 $81,596 30 --------

i. 

. · ·· )<et capi tal I $152,591 231 $152,591 23 , 

'fotal resource• and Iiabnttfe81 $155,186 96

1

-----

~ et capital as per stock .......... ... . 
2,596 73 

102,591 23 
---------

$\i)Q,186 96, $165,186 ~ 



REPORT OF THE INSPECTORS. 

INSPECTORS' Romr, Nmv JERSEY STATE PmsoN,} 
Novemb_er 1st, 1875. 

To His Excellency, Joseph D. Bedle, Governor of New Jer·sey: 

Srn-In accordance ·with the prnvision of the law, the board of 
·inspectors of the State Prison respectfully present to your Excel­
foncy their annual report for the fiscal year ending Octobel' 3 lst, 
1875. 

The total an1onnt of moneys drawn from the State Treasurer on 
)... Inspectors' drafts is $±8,775.00, as follows: 

:Salaries of officers from November 1st, 1874, to Novem-
ber 1st, 1375 .................................... $47,233 35 

Return of escaped prisoners.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,091 65 
:Extra services of Clerk and Physician. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 450 00 

On the morning of April 5th, 1875, six convicts, namely, Gusta­
vius Dorflinger, Charles Gray, Patrick Simpson, James Fitzgerald, 
Philip Bernard and Jame~ A iten, escaped from this instit.ution. 

·They were all employed in the cook house department, a!ld of 
necessity were allowed rnol'e privileges than are allowed other 
·convicts. Their escape was discovered a few moments after it was 
made, and pursuit at once given. After a long seal'ch in the swamps 
during the day "·ithont success, Mr. Ahab Wilson, Deputy Keeper. 
succeeded, about S o'clock in the evening, in capturing Patrick 
Simpson and James Fitzgerald, fir ing at Charles Gray, who escaped. 
The board of inspectors deemed this act to b~ one of special 
·notice, ai:;d complimented him fol' his bravery in making the cap­
ture under the circumstances, being alone and unaided in the act. 
Dorflinger and Bernard were some time afterward arrested in Bal­
timore, and Charles Gray in New York state, and returned to this 
jnstitution. Aiten, the other convict, is still at lal'ge. 
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Herman Liedendorf, alias "Dutch Harmon," who escaped Aprill 
17th, 1873, has been returned to this institution to serve his unex-· 
pired term. 

The general behavior and deportment of the prisoners have been. 
remarkably good, and it is with pleasure that we record for the 
past year, a less number of punishments than formerly, being· 
evidence of the good discipline established and maintained by 
Keeper Wilson. 

During 1he year, very few complaints IHl\'e ueen made by the· 
prisoners of ill-treatment or abuse, and, Hpon investip:atious made, 
we ftrnnd no complaints substa11tiatct! worthy of notice. 

The health of the prisoners bas been remarkably good, notwith­
standing the close confinement to which they have been subjected, 
by the close of the workshops. No coutagious disease has prevailed,. 
and but few deaths, the result in a great measure of the skill and 
attention of the Physician, Dr. Vv m. W. L. l'hillips, to whose 
report we respectfully call your attention. 

The Hospital accommodations have been greatly increased by 
the board of supervisors, in fit:ing np and furnishing of the large· 
room over the Uentre for a hospital, thereby making the condition 
of the unfortunate sick far more comfortable than heretofore. 

We last year called the attention of the legislature to the necessity 
of providing an apartment in the prison for the care and attention, 
of insane convicts, 110 action having been taken, we respectfully 
call yuur Excellency's attention to the subject, the same nec.Jssity 
still existing. · 

Our relationship with the Supervisor, Col. Wm. R. Mnrphy, and 
his associates of the board of supervisors, has been, during tl.ie 
year, of the most pleasant nature. 

With this report we also submit the usual annual statistics, com­
piled by the very efficient clerk of this institution, Robert B. Bon­
ney, to whom ·we are under many fayors for his able services, and 
kind attention. 

The Keeper, Charles Wilson, has discharged his various duties 
with marked ability, it having been a pleasure to work in harmony 
with him in carrying out all the requirements of the law governing­
this institution. 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. E. LAYTON, 
GORDON SICKLES, 
BENR Y L. BUTLEn, 
FRANK H. TAYLOR, 
ALEXANDER JACUBU~. 

Board of Inspectors-
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TABLE A. 

OCCUPATIOOf. I NAMES. 1~·T~1~~Ell. 
1

i:~R01h~ TOTAL. 

----. ----------1- 1----
Keeper ............... ·I Charles Wilson .............. 

1

' $33H 33 $333 33 $333 33 $383 38 $aa3 33 $333 33 $1999 9S 
Matron ................ Mro. Chas. Wilson........... 100 11() 1 100 1)(11 100 00 1 100 00 100 001 100 00 &JO 00 
Assistant Ma.tron ...... 1Mrs. A. Wilson............ . . 76 00 75 00 76 00 75 001 70 00 75 00 460 00 

~/:~~.~~~~~:::::::::: 1 ~~~~.~~r~oo';;~·~y:::::::::::: l~g ~ 11~ ~ l~g ~ l~ ~ l~ ~ l~ ~ ~ ~ 
i'i~~~11c~i:i~·t~·~~i~r:::::: l fli.'Tu~;.,1.;~~1.'~'.~:::::::::: l~ ~ ' l~ ~ lg'i ~ ' l~ ~· l~ fill lg'i ~ w.l ~ 
Door Keeper .......... !Ahab Wiison ................ 1 80 001 80 ou l 80 UO 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
Centre Keeper ........ ·James M. Brown ........ "" I 100 00 100 00

1 

100 00 100 00 100 00 100 OU 600 00 · 

::~r:ea~;·:::::::::::::: ~~h~ia~ ~'~\~1~1!·~:::::::::: t!:8 ~I {8'J SS l~ ~ u:~ ~ 188 SS l~ ~ ~S ~ · 
Cook House Superin't. Jarvis Wanser .......... .... 1 101.l OUI 100 00 lLO 00 100 00 lUO 00 100 00 600 00 
Deputy ................ James D. Armstrong........ 80 00 80 00 1 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 UU 480 OU • 

" ............... W. W. Blake................ 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
" ............... G. W. Crocker............... 80 00 80 uo 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
" ............... S. V. Conov"r .... ...... .. .. . 80 OU 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 OU 480 00· 
" ................ G. F. Conover............... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 OU 80 00 80 00 480 00 

::::::::::·.:'.::'. J.h~: ~la~~1~::'.:'.::::::::::: g& l:e1 ~ ~ ~ ~1 ID:~ ~ ~ ~ 88 :~ g)l 
............... J. C. Eastlack ............... , 80 ou1 80 00

1 

80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... Cornelius Holly ........ "'" I 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 90 80 00 80 o" 480 00 
............... John Hazlett................ 80 001 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 ::::::::::::::: ~~~=: k t'i~t~~::::::::::::: :i 38 ro :;s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~mi ~ 88 :~s zg 
............... Chas. H. Knox .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 80 00 80 00 80 OU 80 00 80 00 80 OU 480 00 · 
............... John W. Latourette......... 80 00 80 001 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00· 
......... . ...... Fred. Lowe............. . .... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 EO 00 80 00 480 00 
............... Theodore Lawrence......... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 ~O 80 00 480 00 
............... Daniel Megronegle.... .. . ... 80 001 80 (I() 80 00 811 UO 80 001 80 00 480 00 
............... Chas. Mlller...... .... . .. . ... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
................ Thomas Moulds .... :......... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
................ Wm. Mendham.............. 80 00, 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 ........ 400 00 

:::::::::·:::::: i~~':f)!nf.~':.~~:~::::::::::::: gg 331 ~ gg ro gg ~ gg ~ gg ~ gg w: 88 
............... George Oliver............... 80 001 80 00 80 00 80 00 EO 00 80 00 480 00 
.............. , Anthony K. Perry........... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... John E. Pepper............. 80 001 12 90

1

........ .... ... . ........ •.. .. ... 92 90 

::::::::::::::: ~:s!1&!!~t.·:::.:::::::::::::: ~ s:: ro gg ~ :l3 :::: gg ro gg ~ gg ~ gg . 
.. .. . . .. .. .. . .. Siias Robinson ............ ,. 80 00 80 OOj 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... Chas. S. Squires............ 80 00

1 

80 00 bO 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... John Swartz ........ .. ... ... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... Jos. D. Shiffer............... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............... Wm. Seaman................ 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 OU 480 00 
............... James Wilson ...... ,........ 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 

::::::::::::::: 1 i:!iue:'l1i'i~~::::::::::::::::: ~ ~ : .. ~.~ ... ~.~~ ... r:o.~ ... ~o.~~ ... ~.~ ~g ~ . 
.......... ...... Mortimer Brown .................... 1 67 10 80 00 80 00 80 001 80 00 387 10 

:: ::::::::::·::::: ~~~fi~,·f.!l~:e~i{::::::::::::::: :::::::: .. . ~.~ ... ~.~~ ... ~~-~~ ·--~-~ I ~ 38 4
gg 88 

Drlver ................. i Jacob~'isher ................ 5000

1 

5000

1 

0000 5000 5000

1 

50oo
1 

30000 
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TABLE A-Co~TINUED. 

ooomn•• I "·'"" \ "' ''""' I'm •-:.:: ''f ~ •om 

Keeper . ••. ... ... .....• Charles Wilson .. ~~ $333 33 $333 33 $333 33 $333 33 $333 33 $833 33 $1999 98 
Matron . ..... .•• •••. ... Mrs. Chas. Wilson........... 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 JOO 00 100 00 600 00 
Assistant Matron .. .... Mrs. A. Wiison.... .. .. ... . . . 75 00 75 08 7l 00 75 00 75 00 75 00 450 00 
Night Watch . •••.•. ... Ruth Barrow................ 40 00 40 00 40 00 40 00 40 00

1 

40 00 !l(O 08 
Clerk ..........•.•..... Robt. B. Bonney....... . .... 125 00 125 00 125 00 125 00 125 00 125 00 750 00 
Physician ........•.... W. W. L. J'hlllipH.......... .• 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 600 00 
Moral Instructor ...... A.H. Witmer... . ..... ..... . 8.'l 33 83 38 8333 83 33 83 83 83 88 499 98 
Door Keeper . ...... ... Ahab Wllenn......... ... . . . . 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
Centre Keeper .... ·· ·· James M. Brown............ 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 600 00 
Marshal". .•...•..••.... Charles H. Wardell......... 100 00 100 00

1

100 00 100 00 100 00 100 00 600 00 
~~~~0:i~;~~-s~·p~~1;;1t: ~fr:~~awa~1~~;~~~:::::::::: 1 um~ U~ ~ igg ~ t~ ~ l~ ~ 1 1~ ~I ~ 83 
.Deputy ... ............. ,JH.s. D. Armstrong.......... 80 00 80 00 ........ .... .... ........ ........ ltiO 00 

" ••..•.••••...•• W .W. Blake................ 80 00 80 00 . • •• •••• •• . • . •• . •• •• •• •• 40 00 200 00 
.. .. ....... . .. . G. W. Crocker......... .... . 80 00 80 00 .... .... .... .... ... . .... 160 00 
••.•.••••.••... G. F. Conover............... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 001 80 00 480 00 
.•............. S. V. Conn,•er.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . 80 001 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
.. •..... . ...... Thomas H. Cole............. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
•.••••••...••.. ,J. W. Clark.......... . ....... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
................ J. C. E>loll1Lck............... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
.....•...•..••. Cornelht• Holly.............. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
............•.. Jo>hn Hazlett................ 80 001 80 00 46 44 80 00 80 00 80 00 446 44 

............•.. Thos. H. Kirby.............. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 

............... Charle• T .. Jordan . . ......... 

1 

80 I)() 80 00 80 00 80 00 40 001 40 00 400 00 

::::::::::.::::: Y~;,~1~v.~La~;:.~~ii~::::::::: ~ 8:: ~ gg ~8 ~ ... ~.~ ... ~.~ ... ~.~1 ~ &l 
••............. ~·red. 0. Lowe.............. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 09 480 00 
................ Theodore Lawrence......... 80 00 80 00 .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . 160 00 
•.....••••••..• 1 Daniel Megronegle.... ...... 80 00 80 001 80 00 80 00 80 00 1 80 00 480 00 
....••.•••• . .•. Charles M Iller ............•. · I 80 00 80 00 80 00 8J 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
.......•..••... Thomas Mould•. ... . . • • . . . . . 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
....•.......... Joseph Newkirk............. 80 00 80 oo · 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 

::::::::·.:-.:::: f.-:.~~g~l\)ii~·.;::::::::::::::: ~ gg ~ gg[ ~ gg ~ gg ~ ~ ~ gg , m ~ 
•......••. .•..• Anthon• K. J'erry. ... . • . . . . . 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 001 80 001 480 00 
...••. ..•••. .. •• C. ~!. R"lley...... .. . • . . . . . . .. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
....... . ...... . Asa Reeves.................. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
•.. ........... . Silao Robln•on.............. 80 00 EO 00 • 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 480 00 
.......... . ...•. Charles S. Squires. . ....... . 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 !iO 00 480 00 
......... ...... ,John Swartz................. 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00

1 

80 00 480 00 
••...•......... Joseph D. Shiffer ..••....... 

1 

80 00 80 00 .•...•.• .••..... .•....•. •••.. ... 160 00 
............... William Seaman............ 80 00 80 OO I 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 i 480 00 

::::::::::.:::::: 1~ff::~v~~."~::::::::::::::: E ~ E ~ ::::: ::: :::::::: :::~~:~ :::~:~ !B ~ 
..... .•. . .•.... Samuel Tatem............... 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 00 80 001 480 00 

::::::::·:.::::: ~~~;1~eb.8E~;i~"~::::::::::: ... ~.~ ... ~.~1 :::: :::: ... 57·03 ···so·oo ... ao·oo ~~ ~ 
Driver . . •.. ............ Jacob Fi sher ............... ., 50 00 50 00 50 OO I 60 00 fiO 00

1 

50 00 '100 00 

TABLE B. 
Charles "Wilson, expense of escaped convicts ......... ..... .................... ..... . 
'Vm. R. Murphy, expense and reward3 incurred in capture of Dorflinger, 

Bernhard and Grev .................................................................... . 
Ahab ·Wilson, capturing of James Fitzgerald and P. Simpson ............... . 
8tephen Carmack, capturing of II. LedE:nclorf ... .... ...... ................... ... . 
Charles 'V1lson, expen>e incurred in bringing II. Ledendorf back to 

vrison ........... ............. ..... .... .. .. .... ......... ... ........ ... ....... ..... ........ . 

TABLE C. 
Extra services of physician and cl er:, .................. .. .... . 

$88 65 

603 00 
200 00 
151 00 

49 00 

$1091 65 

5450 00 



STATISTICS. 

OFFICE OF NEW JERSEY STATE PRISON, t 
TRENTON, November 1st, 1875. j 

To the Honorable Board of InS'pectors, New Jersey Stale Prison: 

G11:NTLEMEN-Ilerewith find statistical tables, compiled from the 
1°ecords of this Institution, for the year ending October 31st, 1875. 

Y ery respectf u 11 y, 
RUBERT B. BONNEY, 

<.:Zerk of Prison. 

STATISTICS. 

Number confined October 31st, 1874...................... 6!S3 
Number received from that time to October 31st, 1875.. . . . . 428 
Escaped prisoners brought back. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

1,087 

There have been discharged as follows: 

By remittance of time (act, April 2, 1869) .............. 337 
Pardoned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 
:Cied ............................................... 13 
Sent to Asy lmn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Escaped.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
By order of ~npreme Court. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number in confinement October 3bt, 1815 ............ . 

N.J. STATE LIBRARY 
PO. BO~ 520 

403 

684 

.i:NTON, NJ 086 25-0520 
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TERM OF SENTENCES. 

Dnring natural life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4l-
Thirty years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Twenty-seven years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2· 
Twenty years ....... .. . .. ........ ..... . ...... ............ . ....... 15--
Seventeen years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Fifteen ' ' ......................................... 19' 
Fourteen " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Thirteen " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Twelve " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-
El even " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Ten " ......................................... 65--
Nine " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Eight " ........ . .............. . ..... . .... .. ... . .. 13 
Seven years and six months. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 
Seven '' ....................... . .. .. ...... . . ............... 18 
Six " ..... . ....... . ... . . .. .. .... ................... 16> 
Five " ......................... . ..................... 90 
Four years and six months. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Four years ..................... ......... .... .............. 20 
Three years and six mouths. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-
Three years and three months. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ] 
Three years . .. .......... .. .. ................ ...... .. . . . . 103, 
Two years and eight m~nths. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Two years and six months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Two years .. . .. ... . ... ... ...... .... . . ... . ............... 112 
One year and six months ........ .. .... .. .. . .............. 36 
One year ... . ...... . ........... ... ... . .............. .......... 113 
Nine months . ......... . ... .... . . .. ... . . .................... 11 
Six months. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . • .. .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . 2 l 

684· 

COUNTIES WHERE CONV:CTED. 

Atlantic..... . ... ...... .. .. . .. ...... ......................... 8 
Burlington.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . • • .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Bergen ............... ... . .. ... ...... ..................... 29 
Camden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. • .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49 
Cape May .. .. . .......... .... ... . .......... ................. 7 
Cumberland ............................................... 16" 
Essex ......................................... .......... 111 
Gloucester. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9' · 
H ndson ........... . .. .. ......... ....... ... . ............ 170. 
Hunterdon ......................•••.•................... 11 
Mercer .......... ...... ....... ........ .• •. .... ·. . . . . . . . . . . 34.: 
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Mtinmouth ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Middlesex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Morris .......... ·...................................... 15 
Passaic....................................................................... 41 
Salem......................................................................... 13 
Sussex........................................................................ 9 
Somerset........ . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 16 
Union........................................................................ 38 
Warren........................ ......... ......... ............... ............ 12 
Ocean........................................................................ 3 
U.S. District................................................................. 9 
Bergen and Passaic........................................................ 2 
Union and Bergen......................................................... 1 
Hunterdon and Essex................................................... 1 
Mercer and Somerset... .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. ... . . .. . .. .. . . 1 
1\-Iiddlesex and Monmouth............................................... 1 

PLACES OF NATIVITY. 

Vern1ont ............................................ . 
Tennessee ............................ : ............... . 
Rhode Island .......................................... . 
New Jersey .......................................... . 
Connecticut .......................................... . 
Pennsylvania ......................................... . 
New York ........................................... . 
Massachusetts ......................................... . 
Maryland ............................................ . 
J)~la~~re ............................................ . 
V1rg1n1a ... : ........................................... . 
West V irg1n1a. . . . . .................................. . 
South Carolina ....................................... . 
North Carolina ......................................... . 
G:eorgia .............................................. . 
Ohio ................................................. . 
Micl~i~au ........................................... . 
Louisiana ............................................ . 
K~n~uc~y: ............................................ . 
M1ss1ss1pp1 ............................................ . 
Texas .. , ............................................ . 
District of Columbia .................................. . 
Nova Scotia .......................................... . 
Canada .................................... · .......... . 
Germany ............................................ . 

684 

1 
2 
1 

205 
5 

55 
100 

6 
·16 

9 
. 13 

1 
4 
2 
2 
6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 
2 
3 

71 
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Scotland .... ...................... . .. . . ................ . 8 
Switzerland ............. ..... .............. .. ........ . 5 
England ..... ........ ................................ . 
France ................ .. .......... .. ................ . 

33 
2 

J'russia ........... ..... .............................. . 1 
Ireland ............................................... . 102 
Australia ......... ... . .. . .. .... ... ................... . 1 
Denn1ark . .. ...... .. .................. .... ........... . 2 
Sweden .............................................. . 3 
Poland .............................................. . 2 
IIolland ............................................. . 3 
Austria . ........... ...... ..... ...... ................. . 2 
I-Iungary ............................................ . 
American waters on boa1·d ship .......................... . 

1 
I 

Italy ....... .-· ........................................ . 2 
Gibralter ............................................ . 1 
Cuba ........................................... ··· .. · 1 

684 
YEARS IN WHIC H REC~~ffED. 

1860 , ........ ... ..... ...... .. ....................... . 1 
186-1 ................................................. . 1 
181)6 ... ... ...... ........ ............................. . 5 
1867 ................................................. . 4 ~ 
1868 ................................................ . 3 
1869 ........... ..... ................................ . 9 
1870 ................................................ . 14 
1871 ................................................ . 26 
1872 ................................................ . 37 
l873 ................................................ . 87 
18.74 ......................... . ...................... . 177 
1875 ................................................ . 320 

634 
COLOR AND SEX. 

White males ................ .. .. .... . ................ . 564 
vVhite fe1nales ........................................ . 24 
Colored inales ........................................ . 86 
Colored females ... .... .. .... ... .. ..................... . 10 

6S4 
NUllllER OF COlIMITMKNTS. 

First commitment. ... ...... ..... ...................... . 597 
Second commitment ........ ... ......... ............... . 64 
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Third commitment ................. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . 20 
Fourth commitment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Sixth commitment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Seventh commitment ..... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

684 
.AGES WHEN RECEIVED. 

r From fifteen to twenty.................................. 104 
" twenty to twenty-five............................. 215 
" twenty-fl ve to thirty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 
" thirty to forty .... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 
" forty to fifty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 
" fifty to sixty. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 24 
'' sixty to seventy ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
" seventy to eighty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

684 

Daily average males. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 626 
" " fe1nales. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Daily average whole number. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 656 

N .J. ST P,TE LIB RARY 
P.O. ecx 520 
. '.~EN TON , NJ 08625-0520 





KEEPER'S REPORT. 

KEFJPER's OFFICE, NEW JERSEY STATE P1n&oN,} 
Trenton, November 1st, 1875. 

Yl'o His Excell13ncy, /f{)sepli IJ. Bedle, Governor of .New Jersey: 

Srn :-I have the honor to transmit you herewith a report of this 
institution, for tihe year ending October 31st, 1875. 

From October 31st, 1874:, t0 October 31Rt, 1875, the average 
inumber of prisoners confined here was six hundred and fifty-six. 
The state received for contract labor. same time, $77,682 15 

" " " convict'la'bor, other than contract, 2,366 00 

:Sum total of convict labor, 
The cost of subsistence was, -

$80,048 15 
34,225 15 

$45,823 00 
The number of prisoners discharged [mm October 31st, 1874:, to 

October 31st, 1875, was as follows: 
By remittance 0f time (act, April 2d, 1869), 337 
\Pardoned, - - - - - 4:3 
Died, 13 

'Sent to 1lhe Asylum, 3 
-Escaped, 6 
By order of Supreme Court, 1 

403 
The amount paid to discharged em Viets from Oeto ber 3 lst, 187 4, 

to October 31st, 1875, $1,147.tJO. 
'The amonnt paid for transportation and cost;; of conviction of pris­

.oners, from Gctober 31st, 1S 14, to October 3!1.st, 1875, was $33,619.17. 
Amonnt paid on draft approved by the bspeetors-
Salaries of officero from October 31st, 1874, to October 31st, 

1875, $-H,233 35 
For capture of prisoners, - l,O!H 65 
·Extra services (Clerk and Physiciarn), 450 00 
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At the beginuing of the present year, the state was indebted to· 
me, eight dollars ($3.00), on account of money for discharged con­
victs. I have received during the year, from the State Treasurer, 
for payinO' to discharged convicts, the snm of eleven hundred and 
fifty-five ~ollars ($1,155), eleven hundred and forty-seven of which, 
I have paid to discharged convicts. 

There are now e,onfined in this institution six hundred and eighty-­
four (68-1) convicts. Thirty-four (34) being females. 

It will be seen by the reports, that we have averaged forty-one--· 
(41) prisoners more than last year. The subsistence is five hundred 
and ninety-three dollars and ninety-eight cents less. The salaries 
of officers is two thousand two hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
and thirty-one cents less than last year; this is owing to the con­
victs not being at work in the shops, therefore reducing the num­
ber of officers required. 

The Supervisors have added much to the comfort of the sick or 
this institution, by fitting up and furnishing the room over the cen-· 
tre for a hospital. . 

The gas works erected by the Supervisors is in operation, and! 
produces the amount of gas required in this institution, satisfactory 
in every respect.; price of gas not exceeding one dollar per thousand.i 
feet, including incidental expenses. 

In my last report, I called attention to the fact that the number · 
of cells was far short of the number of convicts (being at that time,. 
536 cells to 653 convicts). We are to-day in a far worse condition 
on this account, than last year, as the number of convicts has in.­
creased to 684, with every prospect of reaching over 700. This not 
only cramps us for room, but interferes materially with the strict 
enforcement of the laws and rules of the prison. 1 would again 
call attention to the manner in which the deputies of this institu­
tic>n are obliged to live, thus preventing their aid in the institution,. 
if fire, escape, or any emergency should occur, requiring their ser- · 
Yices. 

As to the escaped prisoners mentioned above, I deem it necessary· 
to make the following statement: James Aiten, Patrick Simpson,. 
James Fitzgerald, Philip Bernhard, August Dor:flinger, and Charles­
Gray escaped from the cook-house, about five o'clock, on the morn­
ing of the fifth (5th) of April last, by taking up the stone floor of: 
the meat-house, going through the cellar to the women's wing, and 
over the wall by a rope made of the bread cloths plaited together. 
As is well known, the convicts do all the baking and cooking for· 
the institution, therefor having more leniency shown them than 
other prisoners, with more chance of escape. In this case, they 
were required to go to the cook-house in the morning, before day­
light, se> as to prepare the convicts' breakfast in time to go to the 
workshop, and also to make the bread for the day's baking. The 
cook-house being so poorly ventilated, that when we are cooking~ . 

T 

. ... 
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the steam is so dense that it is almost impossible to see a man, un­
less you are close by him. It is the duty of the officer that has 
charge of the centre at night, to look after the men in the cook­
house; on going down to look after them, he found that the above 
mentioned conviots had just scaled the walls. He immediately 
rang my alarm, and as soon as possible, I relieved all of the night 
officers that I could spare (for it was not time for the day officers). 
They pursued three of the convicts to the river, and the other three 
took to the country, and were followed 1y the officers to the Bear 
Swamp, about three miles from the city. They watched the swamp 
all day, and at night about eight o'clock, the officers captured James 
Fitzgerald and i'atrick Simpson, leaving Charles Gray in the 
swamp, who was afterwards captured in New York state, and de­
livered to the prison on the 5th day of May last. The other three 
crossed the river, and went towards Philadelphia. Dorfiinger and. 
Bernhard were captured in Baltimore. I went after them and 
returned them to the prison of the 4th of May last. James Aiten 
is still at large. 

There has been several attempts made to escape, by cutting 
through the floors and walls of the cells at different times at nights, 
bnt have been detected in time to prevent escape. 

George Leonard, a convict who was attending the boilers, keep­
ing up steam for pumping water, attempted to escape on Sunday, 
September 12th, about four o'clock in the afternoon, by scalin~ the 
yard wall by a temporary ladder, and was pursued by the officers 
of the prison, and captured and brought back. I think he was ab­
sent about forty minutes. 

Herman Ledendorf, alias John Dunn, who escaped from this 
prison, on the 17th of April, 1873, was brought back to this prison 
on the 31st of July last1 from New York, by me. 

For the moral and religious condition of the convicts, I would 
most respectfully refer you to the report of the Moral Instructor, 
Rev. A. H. Warner; and for the sanitary condition to the report of 
the Physician, Dr. Wm. W. L. Phillips. 

My relations with the Supervisor, Inspectors and officers have 
been both pleasant and r.greeable. 

To the deputy officers of the institution, I am under many obli­
gations, for their prompt attention to duty, and aiding in enforcing 
the discipline of the prison. • 

For the usual statistical information, I would respectfully refer­
you to the report of the Honorable Board of Inspectors. 

Very respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES WILSON, 

Keeper. 
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MORAL INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT. 

To His ExceUency, Joseph IJ. Bedle, Govern&r, and the llonorable 
Board ef Supervisors of the New Jersey State Prison: 

GENTLEMEN :-In presenting this, my eighth annual report, I am 
-enabled to state that during the past year, no interruption or sus­
pension of the duties devolving upon me has occurred. Six services 
on the Sabbath, one in each wing, have been held, in each of which 
the order mentioned in former reports has been invariably observed. 

Many of the convicts have given attention to the instruction im­
parted, and in a considerable number of them there is a marked 
-change in their conduct for the better. Some appear to be seriously 
inclined, and seek after personal instruction on religious subjects; 
.and their inquiries manifest the fact that their attention has been 
arrested on such subjects as the following :-the doctrine of the 
trinity of persons in the God-head; the person and the work of 
-Obrist; the necessity of the atonement; what is true and saving 
faith~ what constitutes genuine repentance 1 what is the sin against 
the Holy Ghost 1 how can I confess my sins, seeing I have sinned 
these many years 1 and the like inquiries. 

Frequent calls are made for books of the highest religious order, 
such as Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, Baxter's Saints' Ever­
lasting Rest, Doddridge's Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul, 
Guthrie's Way of Life, and books of like character. 

A few, at times, indulge the hope of having passed from death 
1mto life. 

Religious tracts have been occasionally distributed, accompanied 
by a word or two, as to the particular truth exhibited in them, and 
thus the attention of tho recipient is directed to that point. 

The monthly distribution of the American .i.lfessenger has been 
-continued, and thereby the prisoners have been provided with a 
large amount of religious reading matter, which seems to be duly 
appreciated by many of the men. 

• 



28 STATE PRISON RkPORT. 

LIBRARY. 

Six years will have elapsed, at the next session of the legislature~ 
since an appropriation has been made for the benefit of tfie prison 
library. Owing to the wear and tear of the books by constant use,. 
many of them have become useless and have been stricken from the 
catalogue; many others will soon be unfit for use, unless they are 
speedily repaired. I have no funds for the repair of broken books, 
nor for replenishing the library. Unless fonds are soon forthcom­
ing, the library, in the course of a year or eighteen months, will 
have to be closed~ and very many of the prisoners will feel they 
have suffered a great loss, for they know how to appreciate a good 
book. 

I have had the kind co-operation of Mr. Ch&rles Wilson, the 
Keeper of the prison, in the discharge of my duties. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALEXANDER H. WARNER, 

Moral Instriwtor. 
State Prisou, Trenton, N. J., 31st Oct., 1875. 



PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 

To the Inspectors : 

GENTLEMEN-A review of the records of the medical department 
-0f the prison for the year just closed, shows that we have been 
mostly exempt from the prevalence of acute diseases. The only 
ones prevailing under that classification have been acute rhenma­
tism and pneumonia. These diseases prevailed within the prison 
·walls, as they did elsewhere during the wint.er and spring months. 

Of chronic diseases we have had a larger share than usual. 
Thirteen deaths occurred during the year; nine were caused by 

consumption; one by paralysis; one by rhenmatic endo·pericarditis, 
and two by broncho pneumonia. 

Three insane convicts were sent to the lunatic asylnm. The pro­
priety of the law allowing the transfer of convicts, who may have 
'become insane, to the lunatic asylum, is questionable; yet no other 
·course is feasible, unles~ the state shall furnish a proper building 
.,and accommodation for them, within the limits of 'the prison prop­
erty. As indicating the needs of the case, I may state that there 
.are now at the asylum, some twenty-five convicts; there remains 
.in the prison, under treatment, some fifteen others. 

The want of hospital accommodation, which has been so long felt 
:in this institution, has at last been met. Your board kindly ap­
proved the plan proposed, and the board of supervisors cheerfully 

·Carried it into execution. We can now boast of having as good ac­
·Commodation·s for the sick prisoners, as is furnished by any penal 
.institution in the country. The success which has attended the 
.management of the prison during the year, has been greatly owing 
to the cordial co-operation of all its oilicials. 

For the courtesy of all the officials at all timea shown me, I am 
.duly grateful. 

WM. W. L. PHILLIP.S. 
October 31st, 1875. 
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