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Amendments to the 1 94 7 Constitution 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ADOPTED 

Amend Article IV, Section VIII, paragraph 2, 
to read as follows : 

2. No gambling of any kind shall be authorized 
by the Legislature unless the specific kind, restric­
tions and control thereof have been heretofore sub­
mitted to, and authorized by a majority of the 
votes cast by, the people at a special election or 
shall hereafter be submitted to, and authorized by 
a majority of the votes cast thereon by, the legally 
qualified voters of the State voting at a general 
election, except that, without any such submission 
or authorization; 

A. It shall be lawful for bona fide veterans, 
charitable, educational, religious or fraternal or­
ganizations, civic and service clubs, volunteer fire 
companies and first-aid or rescue squads to con­
duct, under such restriction and control as shall 
from time to time be prescribed by the Legislature 
by law, games of chance of, and restricted to, the 
selling of rights to participate, and the awarding 
of prizes, in the specific kind of game of chance 
sometimes known as bingo or lotto, played with 
cards bearing numbers or other designations, five 
or more in one line, the holder covering numbers as 
objects, similarly numbered, are drawn from a 
receptacle and the game being won by the person 
who first covers a previously designated arrange­
ment of numbers on such a card, "\vhen the entire 
net proceeds of such games of chance are to be 
devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, re­
ligious or public-spirited uses, in any municipality, 
in which a majority of the qualified voters, voting 
thereon, at a general or special election as the sub­
mission thereof shall be prescribed by the Legis-
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lature by law, shall authorize the conduct of such 
games of chance therein, and 

B. It shall be lawful for the Legislature to au­
thorize, by law, bona fide veterans, charitable, edu­
cational, religious or fraternal organizations, civic 
and service clubs, volunteer fire companies and 
first-aid or rescue squads to conduct games of 
chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights 
to participate, and the awarding of prizes, in the 
specific kind of games of chance sometimes known 
as raffles, conducted by the drawing for prizes or 
by the allotment of prizes by chance, when the en­
tire net proceeds of such games of chance are to be 
devoted to educational, charitable, patriotic, re­
ligious or public-spirited uses, in any municipality, 
in which such law shall be adopted by a majority 
of the qualified voters, voting thereon, at a general 
or special election as the submission thereof shall 
be prescribed by law and for the Legislature, from 
time to time, to restrict and control, by law, the 
conduct of such games of chance. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ADOPTED 

Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 3, 
to read as follows : 

3. Any citizen and resident of this State now or 
hereafter honorably discharged or released under 
honorable circumstances from active service, in 
time of war or of other emergency as, from time to 
time, defined by the Legislature, in any branch of 
the Armed Forces of the United States shall be 
exempt from taxation on real and personal prop­
erty to an aggregate assessed valuation not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars ($500.00), which exemp­
tion shall not be altered or repealed. Any person 
hereinabove described who has been or shall be 
declared by the United States Veterans Adminis­
tration, or its successor, to have a service-con-
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nected disability, shall be entitled to such further 
exemption from taxation as from time to time may 
be provided by law. The widow of any citizen and 
resident of this State who has met or shall meet 
his death on active duty in time of war or of other 
emergency as so defined in any such service shall 
be entitled, during her widowhood, and while a 
resident of this State, to the exemption in this 
paragraph provided for honorably discharged 
veterans and to such further exemption as from 
time to time may be provided by law. The widow 
of any citizen and resident of this State who has 
had or shall hereafter have active service in time 
of war or of other emergency as so defined in any 
branch of the Armed Forces of the United States 
and ·who died or shall die while on active duty in 
any branch of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, or who has been or may hereafter be honor­
ably discharged or released under honorable cir­
cumstances from active service in time of \var or 
of other emergency as so defined in any branch of 
the Armed Forces of the United States shall be 
entitled, during her widowhood and while a resi­
dent of this State, to the exemption in this para­
graph provided for honorably discharged veterans 
and to such further exemptions as from time to 
time may be provided by law. 

PHOPOSED AMENDMENT ADOPTED 

Amend Article II, paragraph 3 as follows: 
3. Every citizen of the United States, of the age 

of 21 years, who shall have been a resident of this 
State 6 months, and of the county in which he 
claims his vote 60 days, next before the election, 
shall be entitled to vote for all officers that now are 
or hereafter may be elective by the people and upon 
all questions which may be submitted to a vote of 
the people. 

Adopted November 5, 1957. 
Effective December 5, 1957. 
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PHOPOSED AMENDMENT ADOPTED 

Amend Article IV, Section VI of the Constitution 
by adding thereto section 4 as follows: 

4. The Legislature, in order to insure continuity 
of State, county and local governmental operations 
in periods of emergency resulting from disasters 
caused by enemy attack, shall have the power and 
the immediate and continuing duty by legislation 
( 1) to provide, prior to the occurrence of the 
emergency, for prompt and temporary succession 
to the pmvers and duties of public offices, of what­
ever nature and whether filled by election or 
appointment, the incumbents of which may become 
unavailable for carrying on the powers and duties 
of such offices, and ( 2) to adopt such other measures 
as may be necessary and proper for insuring the 
continuity of governmental operations. In the 
exercise of the powers hereby conferred the Legis­
lature shall in all respects conform to the require­
ments of this Constitution except to the extent that 
in the judgment of the Leg·islature to do so would 
be impracticable or would admit of undue delay. 

Adopted November 7, 1961. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT ADOPTED 

Amend Article II, paragraph 3 of the Constitu­
tion to read as follows : 

3. (a) Every citizen of the United States, of the 
age of 21 years, who shall have been a resident of 
this State 6 months and of the county in which he 
claims his vote 40 days, next before the election, 
shall be entitled to vote for all officers that now are 
or hereafter may be elective by the people, and 
upon all questions which may be submitted to a vote 
of the people; and 
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(b) Every citizen of the United States, of the age 
of 21 years, who shall have been a resident of the 
State and of the county in which he claims his vote 
40 days, next before the election and who shall not 
be eligible to vote elsewhere, shall be entitled to 
qualify and to vote for electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, only, in such 
manner as the Legislature shall provide; and 

( c) Any person registered as a voter in any elec­
tion district of this State who has removed or shall 
remove to another State or to another county within 
this State and is not able there to qualify to vote by 
reason of an insufficient period of residence in such 
State or county, shall, as a citizen of the United 
States, have the right to vote for electors for Presi­
dent and Vice President of the United States, only, 
by Presidential Elector Absentee Ballot, in the 
county from which he has removed, in such manner 
as the Legislature shall provide. 

Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 1, to 
read as follows : 

1. (a) Property shall be assessed for taxation 
under general laws and by uniform rules. All real 
property assessed and taxed locally or by the State 
for allotment and payment to taxing districts shall 
be assessed according to the same standard of 
value, except as otherwise permitted herein, and 
such real property shall be taxed at the general tax 
rate of the taxing district in which the property is 
situated, for the use of such taxing district. 

(b) The Legislature shall enact laws to provide 
that the value of land, not less than 5 acres in area, 
which is determined by the assessing officer of the 
taxing jurisdiction to be actively devoted to agri­
cultural or horticultural use and to have been so 
devoted for at least the 2 successive years im­
mediately preceding the tax year in issue, shall, for 
local tax purposes, on application of the owner, be 
that value which such land has for agricultural or 
horticultural use. 

Any such laws shall provide that when land which 
has been valued in this manner for local tax pur­
poses is applied to a use other than for agriculture 
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or horticulture it shall be subject to additional taxes 
in an amount equal to the difference, if any, between 
the taxes paid or payable on the basis of the valua­
tion and the assessment authorized hereunder and 
the taxes that would have been paid or payable had 
the land been valued and assessed as otherwise 
provided in this Constitution, in the current year 
and in such of the tax years immediately preceding, 
not in excess of 2 such years in which the land was 
valued as herein authorized. 

Such laws shall also provide for the equalization 
of assessments of land valued in accordance with 
the provisions hereof and for the assessment and 
collection of any additional taxes levied thereupon 
and shall include such other provisions as shall be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
amendment. 

Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 3, to 
read as follows : 

3. Any citizen and resident of this State now or 
hereafter honorably discharged or released under 
honorable circumstances from active service, in 
time of war or of other emergency as, from time to 
time, defined by the Legislature, in any branch of 
the Armed Forces of the United States shall be en­
titled, annually, to a deduction from the amount of 
any tax bill for taxes on real and personal property, 
or both, in the sum of $50.00 or if the amount of any 
such tax bill shall be less than $50.00, to a cancel­
lation thereof, which deduction or cancellation shall 
not be altered or repealed. Any person hereinabove 
described who has been or shall be declared by the 
United States Veterans Administration, or its suc­
cessor, to have a service-connected disability, shall 
be entitled to such further deduction from taxation 
as from time to time may be provided by law. The 
widow of any citizen and resident of this State who 
has met or shall meet his death on active duty in 
time of war or of other emergency as so defined in 
any such service shall be entitled, during her widow­
hood, and while a resident of this State, to the de­
duction or cancellation in this paragraph provided 
for honorably discharged veterans and to such 



AMENDMENTS-1947 CONSTITUTION 1139 

further deduction as from time to time may be 
provided by law. The widow of any citizen and 
resident of this State who has had or shall hereafter 
have active service in time of war or of other emer­
gency as so defined in any branch of the Armed 
Forces of the United States and who died or shall 
die while on active duty in any branch of the Armed 
Forces of the United States, or who has been or may 
hereafter be honorably discharged or released 
under honorable circumstances from active service 
in time of war or of other emergency as so defined 
in any branch of the Armed Forces of the United 
States shall be entitled, during her widowhood and 
while a resident of this State, to the deduction or 
cancellation in this paragraph provided for honor­
ably discharged veterans and to such further de­
ductions as from time to time may be provided by 
law. 

Amend Article VIII, Section I, paragraph 4, to 
read as follows: 

4. The Legislature may, from time to time, enact 
laws granting an annual deduction from the amount 
of any tax bill for taxes on the real property of any 
citizen and resident of this State of the age of 65 or 
more years residing in a dwelling house owned by 
him which is a constituent part of such real prop­
erty but no such deduction shall be in excess of 
$80.00 and such deduction shall be restricted to 
owners having an income not in excess of $5,000.00 
per year. Any such deduction when so granted by 
law shall be granted so that it will not be in addition 
to any other deduction or exemption to which the 
said citizen and resident may be entitled. 

Amend Article IV, Section VI of the Constitution 
by adding thereto section 4 as follows : 

4. The Legislature, in order to insure continuity 
of State, county and local governmental operations 
in periods of emergency resulting from disasters 
caused by enemy attack, shall have the power and 
the immediate and continuing duty by legislation 
( 1) to provide, prior to the occurrence of the emer­
gency, for prompt and temporary succession to the 
powers and duties of public offices, of whatever 



1140 A~IENDMENTS-1947 CONSTITUTIOK 

nature and whether filled by election or appoint­
ment, the incumbents of which may become unavail­
able for carrying on the powers and duties of such 
offices, and ( 2) to adopt such other measures as may 
be necessary and proper for insuring the continuity 
of governmental operations. In the exercise of the 
powers hereby conferred the Legislature shall in 
all respects conform to the requirements of this 
Constitution except to the extent that in the judg­
ment of the Legislature to do so would be impracti­
cable or would admit of undue delay. 
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Proposed Amendn1ents to the 1 94 7 
Constitution that have been Rejected 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT REJECTED 

Amend Article VII, Section II, paragraph 2 
to read as follows: 

2. County clerks, surrogates and sheriffs 
shall be elected by the people of their respec­
tive counties at general elections. The term of 
office of county clerks, surrogates and sheriffs 
shall be 5 years. Whenever a vacancy shall 
occur in any such office, it shall be filled in the 
manner to be provided by law. 

There shall be printed on each official ballot to 
be used as such general election, the following: 

If you favor the proposition printed below make 
a cross ( X), plus ( +) or check ( v) in the square 
opposite the word "Yes." If you are opposed 
thereto make a cross ( X), plus ( +) or check ( v) 
in the square opposite the word ''No.'' 

Shall the amendment of 
Yes. Article VII, Section II, para-

graph 2 of the Constitution to 
fix the terms of sheriffs at 5 

I 
No. years instead of 3 years, be 

approved1 

In any municipality in which voting machines 
are used, the question shall be placed upon the of­
ficial ballots to be used upon the voting machines 
without the foregoing instructions to the voters 
and shall be voted upon by the use of such machines 
without marking as aforesaid. 

Filed July 9, 1956. 

(1143) 
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PROPOSEll AJYIENDlVIENT HEJECTED 

Amend Article VII, Section I, paragraph 1 
of the Constitution to read as follows: 

1. Property shall be assessed for taxation 
under general la-\vs and by uniform rules. All 
real property assessed and taxed locally or by 
the State for allotment and payment to taxing 
districts shall be assessed according to the 
same standard of value; and such real prop­
erty shall be taxed at the general tax rate of 
the taxing district in which the property is 
situated, for the use of such taxing district. 
The I_Jegislature may authorize the governing 
body of any municipality constituting a taxing 
district to establish a proportion of the 
standard of value at which such real property 
situate therein shall be assessed, and such pro­
portion shall be uniformly applied to all such 
real property within the taxing district. 


