Analyses of New Jersey
Public Library Statistics

2011

Compiled by

//—t’,
Sta§] Library

An affiliate of Thomas Edison State College

October 2012
Mary L. Chute, State Librarian



NEW JERSEY PUBLIC LIBRARY ANALYSES
FOR 2011

Prepared from annual reports submitted
by the public libraries of New Jersey

Mary L. Chute
State Librarian

Compiled by
Bob Keith
Data Coordinator

New Jersey State Library
Affiliated with Thomas Edison State College
P.O. Box 520
Trenton, NJ 08625-0520

Compiled October 2012



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Acknowledgement is made to the Library Research Center, Graduate School of Library Science,
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, whose Analyses of the 1979-1980 lllinois Public Library
Statistics (1980) provided the model, general format and some of the analytical measures used in
this publication.

Other useful data was obtained from Output Measures for Public Libraries: A Manual of Standardized
Procedures, by Douglas Zweizig and Eleanor Jo Rodger, American Library Association ( Goals,
Guidelines and Standards for Public Libraries Committee, Public Library Association), 1982.

The Bureau of Information Resources Management, Division of Administration, and New Jersey
State Department of Education originally developed the computer programs used in this compilation.
With the transfer of the State Library in 1996 from the Department of Education to an affiliation with
Thomas Edison State College, the programs have been migrated to SAS for Windows.

New Jersey State Library staff work closely with IMLS to ensure accurate and timely data are made
available to library administrations in New Jersey and library researchers nationally.



CONTENTS

Introduction, Definitions and Table Information

Ratios and Percentages Derived from Statistics of Public

Table A:

Table B:

Table C:

Table D:

Libraries, By County

Selected Averages Among Ten Population Groups
of Public Libraries

Selected Averages Among Ten Expenditure
Categories of Public Libraries

Selected Averages of Ratios and Percentages
Among Ten Population Groups of Public

Libraries

Selected Averages of Ratios and Percentages
Among Ten Expenditure Categories of Public
Libraries

Analyses of Public Libraries by Population Served

Ratios and Percentages Derived from Statistics

4,999 or less

5,000
7,500
10,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
37,500
50,000
100,000

to 7,499
to 9,999
to 14,999
to 19,999
to 24,999
to 37,499
to 49,999
to 99,999
or more

Analyses of Public Libraries by Population Served

Averages and Percentiles of Statistics

4,999 or less

5,000
7,500
10,000
15,000
20,000
25,000
37,500
50,000
100,000

to 7,499
to 9,999
to 14,999
to 19,999
to 24,999
to 37,499
to 49,999
to 99,999
or more

10
12
14
16
19
20
21
23
24
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36



Analyses of Public Libraries by Total Expenditures
Ratios and Percentages Derived from Statistics

$ 0 to 49,999
50,000 to 99,999
100,000 to 149,999
160,000 to 199,999
200,000 to 349,999
350,000 to 499,999
500,000 to 749,999
7504000 to 999,999

1,000,000 to 1,999,999

2,000,000 or more

Did not respond

Analyses of Public Libraries by Total Expenditures
Averages and Percentiles of Statistics

$ 0 to 49,999
50,000 to 99,999
100,000 to 149,999
160,000 to 199,999
200,000 to 349,999
350,000 to 499,999
500,000 to 749,999
750,000 to 999,999

1,000,000 to 1,999,999

2,000,000 or more

Did not respond

Averages and Percentiles of Statistics of All Libraries in New Jersey

Analyses of Public Libraries by Region
Ratios and Percentages Derived from Statistics of All
Public Libraries, By Region
Averages and Percentiles of Statistics of All Public
Libraries, By Region
Averages and Percentiles of Statistics of All Public
Libraries, By Type
Association
County
Joint
Municipal

Rank of Local Tax Support Per $1,000 of 2009 Equalized Valuation

37
38
39
40
41
43
44
46
48
51
54

56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

67

68
69
73
74
75
76

77



INTRODUCTION

Analyses of New Jersey Public Library Statistics for 2011 interprets data obtained from the
annual reports of 299 public libraries. Using data published in New Jersey Public Library Statistics
for 2011, this publication analyzes data in several different ways.

Libraries have been divided into groups by population and expenditure levels. Therefore, each library
is listed twice. After each population or expenditure listing, a page follows which gives the arithmetic
average, standard deviation, high, low, three percentile ranks and number of libraries reporting,
calculated for each data element. The top half of each "averages and percentiles" page presents
columns previously published in New Jersey Public Library Statistics for 2011. The bottom half of
each page gives columns for this volume only. (Because of limitations of computer-formatted
printing, some columns may appear in a different grouping, but all columns are listed in the same
order on all pages.)

The average (arithmetic mean) is the sum of the data for all libraries in a group divided by the
number of libraries in that group. The standard deviation is a measure of distribution around the
average of the values for all libraries in the group. In a normal distribution, roughly two-thirds of the
values fall within plus-or-minus one standard deviation from the mean. The maximum is the highest
value reported for the group; the minimum is the lowest value reported. The three percentile ranks,
75th, 50th, and 25th, are the values below which 75% of the group, 50% of the group and 25% of
the group are found.

For items summarized from the New Jersey Public Statistics for 2011, see pages 2-4 of that
publication for definitions of the column headings.

Each library is listed by LIBRARY NAME, POPUL SERVED (in the population listings), TOTAL
EXPENDS (in the expenditures listing), and CO, a two-digit county code, for which a key is provided
in the County/Statewide Summary.

Several ratios and percentages for each library were calculated from the data available, as defined
above. They are as follows:

Explanation (All data are for 2011)

EQ VAL PER CAP ($) - Equalized valuation per capita, in dollars: "Equalized valuation" is the
true value of real property within a local taxing district, computed from the aggregate assessed
valuation and actual sales of property, and used to distribute equitably State school and library aid,
apportion county taxes, and measure municipal

Debt limits. The population count used is that listed in the New Jersey Library

Statistics for this year.



LOC TX SUP PER $1,000 EV - Local tax support per $1,000 in Equalized Valuation: Local tax
support (income) for the public library per $1,000 in Equalized Valuation. This is a measure of the
local support of the library compared to the true value of real property of the municipality or county.

LOC TAX SUP PER CAP ($) - Local tax support per capita, in dollars: The library income from
local tax sources, per capita. This is another measure of the local support of the library.

LOC TAX SUP % OF TOT INC - Local tax support as a percentage of total income: The
percentage of the library's total current operating income from local tax support.

PCSA % OF TOT INC - Per Capita State Library Aid as a percentage of total income: The
percentage of the library's total income from the category of state library aid known as "per capita"
aid.

PCSA % OF LOC TX SUP - PCSA - Per Capita State Library Aid as a percentage of the sum of
local tax support and Per Capita State Library Aid: The percentage of the library 's total budget
from local-tax and statewide aid sources that Per Capita State Library Aid represents.

SAL, W, B % OF TOT EXP - Salaries, wages and benefits as a percentage of total
expenditures: Percent of total expenditures spent for salaries, wages and benefits of library
employees, including maintenance personnel.

LIB MAT % OF TOT EXP - Library materials as a percentage of total expenditures: Percent of
total expenditures spent for all library materials.

CIRC PER CAP - Circulations per capita: Number of circulation transactions per capita of the
population served.

CIRC PER FTE - Circulation per full-time equivalent staff: Number of circulation transactions per
full-time equivalent staff (based on a minimum 30-hour week, or actual hours worked if greater than
30).

CIRC PER VOL HELD - Circulations per volumes held: Number of circulation transactions per
cataloged volumes in the collection at the end of the year.

CIRC PER HRS OPEN - Circulations per hours open: Circulation transactions per hour.
Statistics are based on total annual service hours, including branches if applicable.

PROF % OF TOT STAFF - Professionals as a percentage of total staff: Percent of
total library staff holding a New Jersey Professional Librarian Certification.

FTE PER M POP - Full-time equivalent staff per 1,000 population: Number of full-time equivalent
staff per 1,000 population.

FTE PER WK HRS OPEN - Full-time equivalent staff per week hours open: Number of full-time
equivalent staff per number of hours main library was open for public service in a week.

VOLS PER CAP - Volumes per capita: Number of cataloged volumes in the collection at the end of

the year, per capita.
2



% VOLS ADDED - Percent of volumes added: Percent of volumes held that were purchased and
added to the collection.

VOLUMES ADDED PER CAP - Volumes added per capita: Number of cataloged volumes
purchased and added per capita.

TOT EXP PER CAP ($) - Total expenditures per capita, in dollars: Total library expenditures in
dollars per capita.

MAT EXP PER CAP ($) - Materials expenditures per capita, in dollars: Library materials
expenditures in dollars per capita.

TOT EXP PER CIRC ($) - Total expenditures per circulation, in dollars: Total library
expenditures in dollars per circulation transaction.

TOT EXP PER HR OPEN ($) - Total expenditures per hour open, in dollars: Total library
expenditures in dollars per hour of library service (includes all branch service hours annually when

applicable).

These ratios and percentages are shown first by county and statewide summary, then by regional
subtotals. Next, the averages and percentiles of the printed and derived data are presented in
statewide and regional summaries. Then, ratios and percentages are shown for each library
individually within each population or expenditure group. After each population group or expenditure
category, the averages and percentiles of the printed and derived data are given. The averages for
ratios and percentages are based on data in each case for all libraries taken separately rather than
the total of one data element divided by the total of another element.

A ranking of local tax support per $1,000 of Equalized Valuation has been

continued. All computed values for the variable "LOC TX SUP PER $1,000 EV" have

been ranked from low to high for all 273 libraries reporting. Where a "." is printed, the variable has
not been computed because data were not reported.



Using the Tables

In order to make the tables in this volume as meaningful as possible, fields for which no data is
available have been excluded from the calculations. When a data element cannot be computed, an
X is printed in the column. In figuring averages and other statistics for the group, that library's ratio or
percentage is deleted.

Although every effort has been made to include only meaningful information in the calculations, one
or two libraries, which are very different from a group as a whole, can alter the averages enough that
a truly representative picture is not shown, especially when the total group is small. This may be so
in certain columns, especially in the largest population and highest expenditure categories, as well as
the statewide totals. Because of very high values reported by some large libraries, those averages
and standard deviations may be distorted. In such cases, the percentile rankings will be less
influenced.

The annual survey for Per Capita State Aid provides the data for these tables. As with any human
endeavor, there may be data entry errors.

This publication is intended to assist the public library director and board of trustees. To improve the
usefulness and timeliness of the information collected, your comments and suggestions are
welcomed and needed.
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