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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

OF 

Commissioners of Pilotage of New Jersey, 
OCTOBER 31ST, 1886. 

Names. Residence. 
THOMAS s. NEGUS (President) ...................................... Jersey City. 
ROBERT SIMONSON (Secretary) .................................... East Orange. 
DANIEL SHARP ........................................................... Bridgeton. 
HENRY W. MILLER. ..................................................... Morristown. 
HENRY C. GULICK ...................................................... Barnegat. 
DAVID COX ................................ .................................. Jersey City. 
S. S. HUDSON ...... .... ..................... ............................... May's Landing . 

• 
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LIST AND rrONNAGE OF PILOT BOATS. 
OCTOBER 31ST, l88f\. 

Number J. Thomas S. Negus ............... .. .................................. 71.85 Tons. 
'' 2. Ezra Nye ..................... .......................................... 44.28 " 
" ~. Thomas D; Harrison ............................................... 69. 71 '' 
" 4. David Carll ............................................................ 65.59 '· 
J ' 5. William W. Story ................................................... 52.20 " 
" 6. James Gordon Bennett .. .. ........................................ !'>8. 78 " 
'·' 7. Cent.ennial. ...... ....................................... .-.............. 55. 25 " 
'' 8. Edward J,_J. Barrett .. .. .............................................. 65.59 " 

N um her of New ,Jersey Sandy Hook Pilots ............................................ 56 
Number of Perth Amboy Pilots ........................................................... . 3 
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HEPOHT OF TUE PILOT COMMISSIONERS. 7 

TABLE No. 1. 

Report of Commis.c;ioners of Pilota_qe, showing number and kind of ve,ssels 
Pilot~d by .lvew Jerse.11 Sandy Hook Pilots during the Year f:ltding October 
31 t, l 85. 

- --- -=-~=--===----============= -
\ 

PILOTED INWARDS. PILOTED OUTW A.RDS. 

I 11. .; .; I .; ::,, ... :a . Ii ., 
ai "' ai I i, 

«i 0 - s ii 
cl 0, ,!( t>I) ,:, ~' cl 0, 'I 8 cl 
0 - ; .: .Cl Cl) - ;:: -5 ... 

" 0 ... .:l <:! 0 
p:i U, c"' ,n ,n p:i p:i r:r.. E-.., I .c -r, Ill p:; 

. 1 -:·-6 :;.1'~~-:1 ~-3 ~~-2 'i2 
.r,;c,,· mhcr .............................. . 
veccmbcr............................... 55 H, 21 , 15 6 114\ 52 3 26 9 3 93 

l • , 
.lanuary .... . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . 45 7 : 18 7 10 !!'1 49 9 20 12 6 96 
Pcbntary ...... ......................... 35 H 1 3.5 12 6' lOl 38 7 2() 5 3 73 
Marcll................................... ss1 8 -a rn 10 115 51, 5 n 6 3 86 
A 1,rll................... .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. 66 5 :!8 14 21 124 51 9 29 10 5 104 
!,I Bf., .... ...... •,. ... • .......... •....... 52 10 48 19 20 149 561 5 20 1

1 
4 9') 

,)Ullfl .................... ,. ... ... •. • • .. .. . 6i, 7 3:.! 2.i 13 143 74 7 28 15 124 
Jul)"..................................... f,8 5 35 3 15 126 67' 8 31 6 2 114 
Aug,1 t..... ..... . . ...... .. ..... . .. . ... . .. 5:!· 8 22 15 \! 106 57• 6 23 b 2 96 
:-, ptcmbor..... ..... .. .... .. .. ... . .. ... .. It! 7\ 19 3 5 82 50: 6 l!O 6 2 84 
October ...... .... ........................ · 55 61 30j 4 1 96 49 4 1!! 51 3 80 

I · . 17002 32~0 1120.-3\ 35s• l1121);,' Total, t ................ .... ........... 
1 

631 9,; 351 1391 121 1342 "'" " ,, .. ,,. 
'l'otal, 1 . 1 ............................... 611 105 4f>! 180 191 1581 __ 
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REPORT. 

]J,:., J:.,.r.cllrnr.11. Lrnn AlJlJrtt, Gorernor of the State of New Jersey: 
,)R-_ T~1c llo:ird of Uow~i:- ioners of Pilota_ge has the honor to present 

here.with 1t. a1111unl report for the y~ar endin2' October 31st, 1886. 
\\ · an: l'lca. P<l t 1 • talc tlint dunnf! the past year no senous collisions or 

other acu• l•11t: han• happened thruu"'h irn1ttent10n ignorance or carelessne"'~ 
on the part ut the pilot:e; uf the ,._'tatc- ' ' ~" 

Our pi)ut:~, a., a cla. -., arc an hunur to their calling. dangerous and hazard-
011-, a Jt 1: th<: irrcntcr part of ~he year; their boats aye kept in splendid order 
a! all tlUJc .. ; a11_1l the. 1~111rale of. the men, an!1 the equipment of the whole ser-
Y1c •, a. well a" 1ti dhc1cncy, will compare favorably with any pilot service in 
the wurlcl. Th B .1r l tal. · pl ' :l ure \n .tatin(T that the roung men who have during 
the Ia· t two year . n·ceiYc<l their license:, as full branch pilots, have' proved 
th 111. dv~,, fully competent an,l de:scrvin" of the confidence of the Board. 

'l'hc Boar,1 l,c s to report that two full branch licenses, and one deputy li-
e 11 •. kn· be ·n •r.rnt •d 1iuri1H! I be rear. ,r ' nr • -.urry to r port that' we ha Ye lost by death this year three piltits, 
ll 111 •ly. l1 •tHY ( 'ow~tot'k. Robert B. Hall, and Charles Sylvester, tbe two 
I 1ttcr fru111 di a" .· cuutractc·l through the har<1Ships and exposure incident 

lo t l1 •ir profo-.-.ion. l nrin •th, la .t thrc yc;\fi we have lost. by death. ten of our pilots, and if 
th• d •·1th rat durin!! the next four years should unfortuna.tt>ly be in the sai,le 
rat if,, the l•llil'i •ncy uf the . cn·ic•· will be seriously crippled, and we deem it 
i1up ,rtant tu ,lir • I your at! ntion to the fact that no additions to the corps of 
11 puly pilot-. hnv • b •cn made hy t lie Iluanl for three years. In 1883 fourteen 
npprcnl1 'l" wcrn pr,11uut~tl. their tl'rm or· service entitling them undet the law 
to u1h·am· •mcnt to Jcputy pilot~ at that time ; these were the _last of tbE; ap-
Jtfl'llt it:l'"' in 1 he • w_.J crs ';' Pilot 'e!'vice. and since that y_ear no request has 
be •11 ma1lc 1,y th, p1\ut. iur the 1111.knture of an apprentice. A. number of 
piluh no\\· on the \Lt. from ,ariou5 cause.;, are not performing active service, 
t1ntl tl11,1: th • dli ·icm·y of the corp.: mu 't gn,dually and surely diminish. The 
cff l't of t l.i:1 ha~ not, a: yet. been scriou ,Jy felt by reason of tbe fact that the 
· hip_piu~ intcrc.t ha nut dc11Janded, during the past year, so large a pilot 

l'\'lCl'. It i.· the opinion of the Board, that unles measures be taken without fur-
th r d •by, to pro,·idc fur tilling the ~eplete~ list of J?ilot~ wi~h activ_e young 
men th • , •rvke will i:;utfor a loss to its efficiency, which it will reqmre years 
to re'con.)r. t1nd with the ~crious ri ·k before it of losing the esprit and well 
ru rit 'll high rcputatjun whi~h we ~ould most z~alously guard- , 

\V, b \icve t\rnt. th1 µemhng evil to the service can best be met ann over-
come \iy the pilot· thcuisdvc , and that they should select from their crews 
the bl•,t and moi:;t reliable men, wh? have ~erved at le~st two years as boat-
kecpcrs, nml recommend them to this Boarn for_ promo~10n so oft~n as a va-
eancv hllll occur, or as the demands of the service reqmre more pilots. 

Tliis practice woul_d, in 1,he j_udgment of the Board, _overcome th~ prejudice 
which n.ppcars to exist, to the rndcnture of ?n apprentice ~o a Boats C?mpany 
or to an iu<livi1iual pilot, and a~ the same time it would give to the _P:lots the 
control of the personnel ~f then- comp~ny, and to the Board the decision as to 
the fitness of au apprentice for promotion. (9) 
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lU REPORT OF TllE PILOT C.:OMMISSIONERS. 

The Board wouid therefore earne tly recommend the passage of a law em-
bodying these suggestions in relation to the securing proper material to supply 
the vacancies in our pilot list. . We would again ur~ently d~a w the atti•ntion of your Ex~cllency t,o thcT im-
portance of preservin~ o_ur t1de-wat, rs a!ld harbors bord~nng on )I <'W 1: ~~k, 
from tbe constant vandal1sm and desecrat10n of them, wl11ch ~kc!i place D!l,(bt 
and day, and which will. unle s the Blrong arm of the law rnterven~ , HJ a 
-very few years make an enormou outlay nee !-:ary to keep ow: _w_atcr. fr<?ntacte 
accessible to vessels of moderate draft of water, and thu ut1hzmg 1t fur the 
benefit of the ._'tate and the merca11tile community. . 

Privat~ enterprise is doing ruuch to cnh:mcc the value of our t1dewnter 
lands. and are thereby addmg to the taxable value of tb<' 'tate, bu~ to _c,)cour-
age this it is nece sary that it should feel and know that the , 'tate 1 w1llm1t to 
protect them, so that mouPy expcn<leu in deepening chunuel , etc., hall not 
be thrown away. The Board are now, by law en~powcred to ~ct, but a the . tat~ doc" not pay 
one cent to them. either as salaric. or otherw1. c. and yet ru kc t11 •1~ co!lsc:'"a· 
tors of certain fisberie a well a. ofharbol'l'I, which they are, cxpc~tcn_fa1th~ullr 
!O look aft?r and #!:U~rd, it_ appears to the Board, t!rnt the tat~. Ill new of t.he 
important mt.ere ts m theu char~e. ou,1rht to prond . them with t,hc nee "}ry 
means· they therefore would re pectfully rccom!11cn<1. that _the , tat•. haung 
clothed them with the power, bo'.ll<l ubo furn, b them with otue means to 
make that power effC'cti\'e. The channels of our harbors hnve not, to the ame tent, the ~dvanta~e of 
the ~couring proee s, which the rapiu tid . in t~e E:1.:t nnd • orth R1\'ers 
afford to cw York. 'rhe tide are much le.: cff ct1ve on n<·count of th e;t.t •n _ 
sive flats that surround our deep water cbauncl., h_t:nc . the rcfw , dreuging., 
ashes cinders, oyster shell . etc., doc. n,,t o r •ad1ly <l1 :tJ~llCUr, und t her fur 
it is, 'that in some parts of 'taten I land 'ound and the K,11 1 where" "Cl of 
"lixteen feet of draft used to pa . a few year ago. now. at tuncl'l, c··,mal bo~t 
take the g_!'ound. The ~nna#!:C that p:u, .. th_rough .'ta ten I. la~d , !->und. t!lO 
Kill von Kull Arthur Kill. and • ' wark Bay I cuormou .. 1md 1t will r •a<lily 
be seen that thee highwnys of 1 C"'. ,Jer:;cy':.como1 r? houhl b fnH •r •tl nnd 
-cared for and those who are appoint d their guard1 n ou •ht to be allowed 
Rome sm~ll rcmuneratio11 for their ser\'ici> .. 

At the Board meeting in February lat, the • rational torage Compni:iy. 
through their .Engineer. ~1 :· F. M. , 'lat~r, laid before th~ Board. a compam~d 
with maps, etc .. tbe nece 1ty of deepcmng the cht1nncl trow the pr' ~nt 1<h1p 
channel of BedloPs (Liberty) I land to the :National, toragc ompany_ ware-
house (at Black Tone) off 'ommunipaw, to enable thc!l1 to car:Y _h ncr draft 
vessels to and from their docks; they t_herefor_e a. ked _perm,,: 100 frow th_e 
Board to drive in certain stakes or dolphms to aid them m their \vorlc. 'l'h1s 
was granted. and we submit herewith the ~~n~ineer's repor~ of work o far 
done. It is expected that, it will be fully finished by next .'prrn~. 

From the annexed table of ve. scls piloted in and out by o~r pilot<i, your ~x-
-0ellency cannot fail to see the great fallif!g off from the previous year, p11_rt1cu-
larly in the number of sailing ves els. This, we believe, 1s not alone ow1n~ to 
.the more ~eneral introduction of steam., but 0:lso to the depre scd state of the 
shipping mterest and the unremunerative freights tba.t have ruled to all parts 
.(If the worl<l. thu~ compelling that class of tonnage to seek other e?lpl~yment 
than that which has hitherto made cw York the centre of attraction for the 
medium sized sailing craft of all nations. '\Vo sincerely hope to soon see a 
revival in this respect. 

The usual annual tables are appended. 
By order of tbe Board. 

THOl\1.A.S S. NEGU , 
Attest : Pre,:;ident-

R. SIMONSON, Secretary. 

REi'ORT OF THE PILOT COMMISSIONERS. 11 

ENGINEER'S REPORT. 

ATIO!'iAL :::!TORA.OE COMPANY, 55 BROADWAY NEW YORK. 

CoMMUNIPAW, November 19th, 18&6. 
Secreta1'y of Board of Commusfoner& of Pilotage, of New Jersey: 

_DEAR , I~ -In reply ~o you~ reque_st foi: a statement of the dredging oper-
ation. by this company, m makrng their Ship Channel from deep water in New 
York Bay to their property at Communipaw, N. J. 

I be_g leave to submit the following, which I trust will prove of interest and. 
to be what you d ire. ' 

The channel i lai~ on a course bearin_g about 51 degrees southeast, passing 
to the .:outhcrly of Liberty Island and distant therefrom about 800 feet. The 

•~an~el P;Opcr eu_d at th~ exterior line f~r so!id filling as established by the 
Riparian omm1 10n of this tate, to which line we have now extended our 
ey:tcm of pien; and lip . 

The lenl'{th of the channel from this solid filling line to the deep water is 
abont 4,000 feet. 

E:irly in the year L.7 the company be~an the work of excavating and in. 
the following :vear completed a channel 90 feet wide on tbe bottom with side 
blop of I l tol and a uniform depth of 20 feet a.t high w1ter. 

Tho c,hanncl thu:, completed was used till the begmning of the present year, 
when it w, found nec •--:,ary to both widen and deepen it. 

To do thi and at the ·ame time pn~s commerce through it without some 
« II defined line or range , wa thought to be somewhat hazardous. Accord-
dingly a pecial meeting of your Board was requested by this Company, to 
con,,ider n petition for the privilege of maintaining temporarily a system of 
pile range . 

At n m etin~ held on February 2:1d, favorable action on the petition was 
taken by your board. 

The rang i lanted pursuant to the terms of the resolution passed by your 
Board, were on the line· of the 90 foot channel. 

A on M practicable thereafter, the work of widening to 200 feet, and deep-
ening to 95 feet bc~uo and at this <late is about three-quarters finished. 

Tho widening h· taken plu.ce entirely on the o·th side, so of course all the 
rang planted on that ide ba\"e been dug out, and but one or two remain on 
the .-outb ide. If the quantity dredged is of interest, I would say that in the. operatioI?s 
de cribed above there has been removed to date over one-half million cubic 
yards. 

Yours truly, FRED ~1. SLATER, Engineer. 

, 

[ 
I 
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