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Governor Phil Murphy: Good afternoon. I am honored to be joined by the woman on my right who needs no
introduction, the Commissioner of the Department of Health, Judy Persichilli. To her right, the Department of
Health's Communicable Disease Service Medical Director, another familiar face, Dr. Ed Lifshitz, great to have
you both, as always. To my left, another guy who needs no introduction, the Superintendent of the State
Police, Colonel Patrick Callahan, joined by the Director of the Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness,
Jared Maples and others.

I just learned via a headline that Shrewsbury Township's Mayor Ed Nolan passed last evening at the age of
73. I think the article put it well, there was nothing too small in government that Ed didn't care about, so God
rest his soul and our prayers go out to his family.

Welcome, New Jersey to stage two of our restart and recovery. Today we begin the next leg of our journey on
our road back. Today, our restaurants may reopen for outdoor dining and our retail stores may reopen to
serve their customers among other returning services. And restaurant hours for outdoor dining are not
limited by any state order, so there's something out there that implies that restaurants have to close at 8:00
p.m. There's no restriction, from the state at least. Stay open and enjoy. Further and to be clear, restaurant
hours have never been limited by the state in any way, and even indoor-only establishments may continue to
provide takeout each night for as long as their customers are placing orders. And again, there's no restriction
in terms of 8:00 p.m. or any other hour. 
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Additionally, over the past two weeks, the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control has issued 646 liquor
license permits for expanded outdoor service, and I thank the staff of the ABC for their very good and hard
work. As I've said countless times over the past several weeks, Judy's been amplifying that as has Pat, we are
able to move into stage two today because the data we have been tracking, the dropping rate of
transmission, the dropping hospitals numbers, particularly new hospitalizations, and increasing healthcare
system capacity tell us that we are in a safer position to do so. And let's remember, for each stage of this
journey back, data determines dates. We are entering this stage with strong public health protocols in place,
which if followed mean that our residents can have confidence in getting back out and being a part of this
recovery.

Let's be clear, just opening our restaurants and businesses is one half of this restart equation. If we open too
quickly without restoring any consumer confidence, quite simply, there would be no customers. As I have also
said, our goal was to get this restart going as quickly as we could, but as safely as we must. There is still a lot
we don't know about this virus but we know two things with absolute certainty. First that outdoor
environments are safer than indoor environments. And secondly, wearing a face covering is safer than not
wearing a face covering. This is why our restart has begun by allowing nearly every type of outdoor activity to
resume and it is why as we gradually restart indoor activities, we are being very strict in requiring face
coverings, whether it's in a retail shop or a house of worship, or next week when our personal care
businesses may reopen.

Indoor environments where it is challenging to wear masks such as gyms, or where customers are sedentary
for long periods of time, such as restaurants, remain the most dangerous in terms of transmission. We will
get there, but we will get there based on our data and health metrics. And yes, this also goes for office
environments. We know that businesses are eager to have their employees back at their desks, but these
indoor environments pose the same problem as any other. For the time being, all employees who can work
from home, we want to ask you to remain on the work-from-home status.

If you look around our region, you will see that we are not an outlier. And in fact, we may actually be a step or
two ahead of the rest of our neighborhood. Businesses in New York City, in the immediate suburbs and in the
Greater Philadelphia area are all working at the same pace as we are, if not, frankly, a little bit behind. Our
goal is to not experience the spikes that other states are now seeing because they rushed to open too much,
too soon. The results are stark. We have lost too many lives in too short a period to not heed the lessons of
this virus.

What we are doing is working. We have shown the charts, graphs and maps from many national outlets that
show our efforts to reduce the spread and to open in a responsible way are working. We want to get this
economic restart going, but our ultimate goal remains to save lives, and that will not change. So as we enter
stage two, let's continue to focus on the big picture. Let's continue to be safe and to practice social
distancing, and to wear our face coverings. Let's make sure our journey down the road back is smooth and
sustained, and not jolted by stops and starts because we thought we could go back to the old way of doing
things.

Now, if I may, let's switch gears a bit. Today, the Department of Health, under Judy's extraordinary leadership,
has finalized its guidance for organized sports to resume next Monday, June 22. And since we know outdoor
activities are the safest, only outdoor sports may resume at this time. The department is categorizing sports
as either low, medium or high risk based on guidance from the National Federation of State High School
Associations. Low-risk sports such as golf and tennis may resume competitions starting next Monday, a
week from today, on June 22. Medium-risk sports, baseball, softball, soccer and outdoor basketball will be
limited to non-contact drills and practices only, but barring a significant uptick in COVID-19 as we enter stage
two, we anticipate allowing for the resumption of competition -- again, this is for medium-risk sports -- on
July 6. And finally, for high-risk sports such as football, non-contact drills and practices only may similarly
resume next Monday, and we hope to allow full practices and competitions to resume starting on July 20.

Across the board, all sports will have to abide by a number of health and safety protocols, including
screenings for athletes, coaches and staff, limited equipment sharing and strong requirements for
disinfecting and sanitizing equipment. Activities under the oversight of either the NJSIAA or NCAA must
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abide by those associations' rules. However, all competitions or tournaments must abide by our limit on
outdoor gatherings, which is currently 100 people, but is expected to be at 250 by a week from today, and 500
people by July 3rd.

Sports is an ingrained part of so many of our communities and our lives, our families, and we want everyone
to be healthy and to be able to get out and play. But even more, we want everyone to be safe. Also, I want to
give a big shout out to Senator Paul Sarlo and Coach Assemblyman Benji Wimberly, two dear friends and
great leaders, for their work alongside us on this issue.

Now if you permit me, I want to switch gears again to note again the news of President Trump's endorsement
for the replacement of the Portal Bridge to move forward. This is a tremendous bit of good news for our
state, our commuters and our building trades. Our administration, alongside our tremendous Congressional
delegation, has made the replacement of the bulky and obsolete century-old Portal Bridge a top priority. This
project is critical to our long-term economic health, not to mention the patience of hundreds of thousands of
daily commuters who know all too well the headaches and delays that happen when the bridge fails.

But with the commitment from the President that the $800 million federal share can move forward without
delay means we can get more shovels in the ground. The Portal Bridge replacement means roughly 15,000
jobs, overwhelmingly high-paying, good-paying union jobs, and it remains a big step in creating the safe,
modern and reliable infrastructure our state and our region need. I cannot overstate the importance and I am
honored to have been able to make the case for the Portal Bridge directly to the President, and I'm extremely
proud to have gotten this result for our state. It is a huge victory and I thank the President. Replacing the
Portal Bridge is a key piece of the broader Gateway Program and we will not stop until we build the tunnels,
build the resiliency and build out the capacity that our state and that our region needs.

Next again, switching gears, I am proud of the directive released today by Attorney General Gurbir Grewal for
all law enforcement agencies across the state to publicly identify officers who have been fired, demoted or
suspended for more than five days due to serious disciplinary violations. Until this point, the names of these
officers have been kept from the public unless they faced criminal charges. This will no longer be the case.
However, the Attorney General's directive isn't just about the future, but it also allows for past cases to finally
come to light. And I'm proud of Colonel Callahan's decision to make public the name of all troopers who have
faced serious disciplinary actions over the past two decades, 20 years, and to do so by one month from
today, July 15th. This is some 400 cases. Thank you, Colonel, and I urge all law enforcement agencies
statewide to follow the Colonel's lead. These cases should not be left as just a passing synopsis in the back
of an annual report. They deserve to be seen. They deserve to be out in the open.

This is a tremendous step forward for transparency. This is a step forward for law enforcement, as well, to
help generate greater faith among the communities in which our officers serve, that no one will get away with
committing serious disciplinary violations. And this builds on the Attorney General's previous work to change
the culture of policing across our state, including his directive from 10 days ago banning the use of
chokeholds in all but the most limited situations. Again, I congratulate the Attorney General and Colonel
Callahan, and to be sure, New Jersey is leading the way for our nation in bridging the longstanding gaps that
have separated law enforcement and our communities for far too long.

With these announcements, let's get to the overnight numbers. Yesterday we received an additional 274
positive test results, and the statewide cumulative total is 167,103. Here are these new cases graphed in
relation to the past several weeks. The daily positivity or spot positivity rate for test samples from last
Thursday, June 11, was roughly 2.6%, another good day, Judy, on the spot front.

Moving to our long-term care facilities, the trend of newly identified cases of COVID-19 continues its recent
downward trend, and we are working as hard as we can to keep it that way, and we are putting equal vigor
into stemming the loss of residents to COVID-19 related causes, 5,957 blessed lives lost in our long-term care
facilities.

In our hospitals as of last night, the total number of patients being treated for COVID-19 was 1,351, and the
number of residents at our field medical stations remained at only six. This is the breakdown of total
hospitalizations across our regions. The number of patients reported in either critical or intensive care was
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402, and the number of ventilators in use is 267. We're reporting 74 new hospitalizations statewide yesterday,
though we don't have a complete number for Central Jersey, and a total of 107 live residents left our
hospitals. Here are yesterday's hospital admittance and discharge numbers charted across regions.

These are the trends that are allowing us to move today with great confidence into stage two. Let's look at
this data through a little bit of a different lens, as we have recently. The numbers we are seeing in our key
hospital metrics total and new hospitalizations, ICU beds filled and ventilators in use are all down greatly, not
just from our peak two months ago, but have continued to decline over the past two weeks. And these most
recent declines have not only continued practically unabated statewide, but they've also trended across each
region of our state. The few bad days that we've had, signified by a red light, have often been followed by a
good day with a green light, and the progress we've made on those green light days has been significant.

Also, our rate of transmission continues to trend among the very lowest in the country. You can see it's 0.65,
that's a very good number. This cannot be overstated. The fewer people who get sick with COVID-19, the
more steadily we can travel down the road back. It's just that simple. By independent measures, we are
among a literal handful of states that are ready to move ahead because we made sure that science and data
were on our side. We are among the leaders nationwide in how far we've decreased the number of residents
in our hospitals, you can see it there, number three in the country, and we are also among select company in
how far we've cut the number of new cases, number five in the country.

So we are not going to stop being guided by science and data because our responsible approach is working.
This moment calls for a moneyball approach, putting the hard facts to use and following their lead, not
making a hasty gut call and hoping that the numbers will simply catch up. And yet we know that we still have
worked to do, as this chart reminds us of every day, and this is why our approach is and must be responsible
and deliberate. We're dropping rapidly among our fellow states in terms of new cases, which is really good,
and speaks to your continued embrace of social distancing, but we're still top five in terms of hospitalizations
and fatalities. This is why we are not just going to throw open our doors all at once, as other states have
done. We've already paid a huge, huge, almost unfathomable price, and our goal remains to save lives. That
starts by keeping people out of the hospital, out of the ICU, and off a ventilator to begin with.

Keep this in mind, even with all the positive data we are getting, today we're also mourning the loss of another
52 New Jerseyans to COVID-19 related complications. We have now lost a total of 12,676 blessed souls in
our New Jersey family. On Saturday, we surpassed the death toll that four years of fighting in World War II
took on our New Jersey family in just three months. Let that sink in. Extraordinary. Let's remember three more
members of our New Jersey family who we have lost.

We begin today by remembering a friend of mine and of many, Newark's Christine Herrill, that's Christine on
the right. Christine's mother passed when she was very young, leaving her to be raised mainly by her
grandmother, Ida, who passed on her tremendous strength. Christine was educated in the Newark Public
School System, learning to love the arts and she learned compassion through the trips to the shore which her
family invited the neighborhood kids whose own families might not be able to provide a day out, to join. And
it was her commitment to community that led her to volunteer for many political campaigns, including mine,
later in life.

But the spirit of family was most deeply ingrained in Christine, and despite having held jobs with Aramark and
Macy's, it was as the head chef of the family -owned Sweet Potato Grill where she left her biggest mark.
Christine was only 65 years old and still had a whole lot more to do. Christine leaves behind her daughters Tia
and Shiquanah and her son Shaqor. Another son, sadly Kyle, predeceased her. She also leaves behind four
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. her two sisters, one of whom Naomi with whom I had the great
honor of speaking, and a host of nieces and nephews, including a dear personal friend of mine, Dorian Harrell
and his wife Tracy, and close friends and her life partner, Sammy. They are all in our thoughts and prayers, as
is Christine, and may God bless her soul and each and every one of them.

Next up, this is Pauline Nawrocki, a lifelong resident of Hoboken. Pauline was locally famous as the owner
and chocolatier behind Pauline's Chocolates in Hoboken, where her party planning and decorating talents and
exceptional chocolate creations took center stage. Many customers knew her by name, but the entire mile-
square city knew the chocolate lady. She was generous, often giving away her chocolates to families she
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knew needed a lift or who couldn't afford a gift, and always gave of her time to plan the perfect event,
whether for 100 people or just a family birthday. And Pauline also organized monthly casino trips for
Hoboken seniors to give them the opportunity to get away for a day of entertainment.

Pauline leaves behind her daughter, Tracy, with whom I had the great honor of speaking yesterday, her son
Jan and their spouses, along with three beloved grandchildren Benny, Nicole and Matthew. She also leaves
behind her sister's, Amelia, Antoinette, Joanne, Nancy and Mary, and loving nieces and nephews. I spoke, as I
said, to Tracy yesterday, who like many families was very frustrated by how life ended for Pauline and the
inability for folks to be with each other and not get the communication that in so many cases they would
have wanted, I know has taken an extra toll on so many out there. I did ask Tracy, give me a couple of words
or concepts or phrases that would describe your mom, and generous as I mentioned, funny, and that story
about taking care of folks who came into the shop who didn't have enough money to buy the chocolate but
essentially said you know what? You all take it, you need a lift. Pauline was only 68 years old. She was a
Hoboken original, and she will be fondly remembered by all, and missed dearly by her loved ones.

Finally today, we remember Dr. Nagi Abraham of Edison. There's a million-dollar smile. He was born in Cairo,
Egypt and pursued his dream of a degree in medicine, becoming an internal medicine doctor with a specialty
in infectious disease. Nagi, his wife Larisse, with whom I had the great honor of speaking yesterday, and their
family arrived in the United States in 2005, where he joined a clinical laboratory science program and
obtained his board certification from the American Society for Clinical Pathology. For the past 11 years, he
worked in the lab and hematology department as a medical technologist for University Hospital in Newark,
and maintained affiliations with both Overlook Medical Center and Englewood Hospital, one of the early
healthcare centers to treat patients suffering from COVID-19.

Nagi was known and respected by his colleagues for his intelligence and organizational skills, and his vivid
and lively personality. They also knew him for his compassion, the hallmark of his devout Orthodox Christian
faith. Nagi leaves behind Larisse and their two children, their son Peter and daughter Marina. He also leaves
behind his family of healthcare professionals in Allied Employees Local 5094. He was just 66 years old. We
thank Nagi for his service to our state and people as one of our frontline healthcare heroes. May God bless
him and may God also grant peace to those left behind.

As I noted, we have now lost more New Jerseyans to COVID-19 than we did across all of World War II. We
have lost New Jerseyans in every county just as we lost soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen from every
county. I was on with Joe Griffeys and Bill Davenport on Saturday, I was honored to be on their program and I
alluded kind of generally to this. It's a moment I think that we have to stand back and acknowledge the
solemnity of this moment but also acknowledge those who served our country and our state, representing
our country in World War II who lost their lives. So as we pass this solemn milestone, let us also pause to
remember our hallowed World War II dead, who gave their full measure in the fight against fascism and hate
and died somewhere between 75 and 80 years ago on the battlefield as young adults.

And with that, I'd like to recall the name of just one of these dead from each of our counties. Marine Corps
Private First Class Theodore V. Choanaki, Atlantic County; Army Staff Sergeant Robert E. Hickson of Bergen
County; Marine Corps Reserve Private Norbit Rowan, Burlington County; Navy Reserves Chief Shipfitter Henry
Patrick Scully of Camden County; Navy Aviation Chief Ordinance Man Lyle Joseph Shelton of Cape May
County; Army Private Claude H. Willis of Cumberland County; Navy Mess Attendant First Class Marion Davis,
Essex County; US Marine Corps Private Daniel Francis Corella, Hudson County; Navy Reserve Water Tender
Second Class William Joseph Spencer, Gloucester County; Navy Reserve Seaman First Class Adam Anthony
Datiri, Hunterdon County; Marine Private Miroslav Camilla, Mercer County; Army Private First Class Julius V.
Gasgaber, Middlesex County; Navy Reserve Second Lieutenant Francis Edgard Class, Monmouth County; US
Navy Reserves Electricians Mate Second Class Charles Copeland of Morris County; Navy Reserves Aviation
Radioman Third Class Francisco Allesso of Passaic County; Navy Coxon Thomas Tilton Wardell, Ocean
County; Army Private Carmen B. Bricandy, Salem County; Army Corporal George W. Fowler, Somerset County;
Army Sergeant David J. Silverman, Sussex County; Army Sergeant Sidney V. Craig of Union County; and Army
Lieutenant John Miller of Warren County.

For them, for the 12,565 New Jerseyans who gave their lives in that conflict, for all of our veterans whose
lives have been lost, and for the 12,676 who have now lost their lives to COVID-19, I asked that we observe a
moment of silence.
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Thank you. Let none of their names or memories ever be lost to time. With that, please help me welcome the
woman who needs no introduction, the Commissioner of the Department of Health, Judy Persichilli.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Thank you, Governor and good afternoon. As the Governor
reviewed, the department is releasing standards for sports activities today. These standards will guide
organizations that oversees sporting activities to protect health and safety of players, staff and their families
as operations resume. In addition to what the Governor outlined, I want to share some additional information.

As part of safety measures, organizers must create a program preparation plan that outlines policies for
resumption of activities. As part of that plan, program leaders should identify adult staff members or
volunteers to help remind coaches, players and attendees about social or physical distancing measures. The
use of signs, tape and physical barriers can be used to assist with guiding social distancing requirements.
Staff, parents and visitors are required to wear cloth face coverings at practices and games. Athletes are
encouraged to wear masks during downtime, but should not wear masks during periods of physical activity.
Any equipment sharing must be limited. All shared objects must be cleaned and sanitized at the end of each
practice, game and between uses. Athletes are encouraged to bring their own water bottles and equipment to
practice. Athletes and staff must be screened through a temperature check and a health questionnaire prior
to practices and games. If an individual has symptoms, they obviously cannot participate in activities.
Program leaders are required to divide larger teams into smaller groups and stagger practices at different
times or across different days. Any non-essential visitors, spectators, staff, volunteers, vendors and other
attendees should be limited.

Each facility that will be used for practices should post signage in highly visible locations with reminders
regarding social distancing protocols, face covering requirements and good hygiene practices. Hand
sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, soap and water, or other sanitizing materials should be readily available at
entrances, exits, benches, dugouts and any other area prone to gathering or high traffic. There should also be
routine and frequent disinfecting and sanitizing at the facility, particularly of high touch areas. Physical
activity is vital for our overall health. These measures will help to keep participants safe while engaging in
their favorite outdoor sports.

Moving on to the daily report, as the Governor shared, our hospitals are reporting 1,351 hospitalizations with
402 individuals in critical care, and 66% of those critical care patients are on ventilators. That is the lowest
percentage of patients on ventilators to date.

There are no new cases of multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children since Friday. The total remains at
40 cases. The children affected have either tested positive for active COVID-19 infection or had antibody
tests that were positive, indicating exposure to the virus. In New Jersey, there are no deaths reported at this
time. The ages of the children range from 1 to 18. Three children are currently hospitalized. The breakdown of
race and ethnicity is White 21%, Black 32%, Hispanic 35%, Asian 9% and other 3%.

The Governor review the new cases and deaths reported today. Sadly, today's report of deaths includes the
loss of a young child who had an underlying medical condition. In order to protect the privacy of the child and
the family, the Department of Health will not be releasing further details. In terms of deaths the breakdown by
race and ethnicity is as follows: White 53.9%, Black 18.5%, Hispanic 20.3%, Asian 5.7%, other 1.7%.

The state veterans homes numbers remain unchanged, as does our state psychiatric hospitals numbers. The
daily percent positivity as of June 11 overall in New Jersey is 2.63%. Northern New Jersey is 2.03%, Central
2.24%, the Southern part of the state is at 5.25%. That concludes my daily statistical report. Please continue
to take precautions to limit the spread of COVID-19. We all have a role to play in protecting ourselves and
others. Stay connected, stay safe, stay healthy, and get tested. Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Judy, thank you for that and for all. You said two different things and I want to make
sure that folks heard, I guess through transitive properties, the connection. We've got no new cases of
multisystem inflammatory syndrome. It sits at 40, but also no fatalities. Separately, you said the awful loss of
life of a young person who had underlying comorbidity. By definition, therefore, not the multisystem
inflammatory syndrome.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Right, right.
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Governor Phil Murphy: So that hopefully addresses a question that we might get. Thank you for everything.
Pat, obviously a lot going on over the weekend. We'd love to get your sense of things and any other matters
you have and again, thank you.

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: Thank you, Governor. Good afternoon. Although a busy
weekend with regard to protests, I think we had upwards of 50 that we had, that we had each one of those
end peacefully. Beaches and parks no reported issues. We did have an EO violation up in Hampton Borough
in Hunterdon County where two subjects were cited for having a house party with more than 100 people.
They were cited for the EO violation as well as serving alcohol to minors.

And I just take a moment, I know that outside dining is huge, to commend those municipalities that have
been creative in using sidewalks and parking lots. The overwhelming, I'd say just about vast majority, just
being creative in order to make sure that they're doing it safe. They're working with law enforcement and their
public works and I just, I thought it was worth noting those that were, you know, should be commended,
Governor. Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, Pat. It is a good point to underscore. We'll start over here, Matt. It's a
good point to underscore that, you know, there's a very small minority of folks who choose to use a bullhorn
or go the other way. Overwhelmingly, folks, communities are being, the Main Street is being transformed in so
many communities. I know near us it's not going to be today, I think they're going to do it Thursday through
Sunday, Red Bank is shutting down Broad Street and Monmouth Street and allowing, you know, the
restaurants to be able to put their tables outside, expand. I suspect a banner year for tent businesses. But I
mean, that's the spirit, and the spirit has been overwhelming, absolutely overwhelming, so hats off. That's a
great point you have made, so thank you.

Before we move on, Dan is with us. Unless we hear otherwise tomorrow, we're together at one o'clock, right?
And we have a White House VTC later today which Judy and Pat and I will be on, I believe at 4:00 p.m. and
tomorrow, as I say, we'll be with you at one o'clock unless you hear otherwise. So thank you. Elise, good
afternoon.

Q&A Session

Elise Young, Bloomberg: Good afternoon. Could you explain the significance behind publishing the names
of officers who have committed disciplinary violations? What is the public supposed to do with this
information, particularly if the officer is still employed? And what about officers who have been involved in
cases of excessive force? Are details of those instances currently available? Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, Elise. I'm just going to make a very brief comment and maybe ask Pat to
weigh in, as he is a leader in uniform. I think this is good for everybody. In particular with an emphasis on
building, even deepening and building further trust, in the sense of in the absence of information in life, this is
not just in this case, in the absence of information in life, you assume the worst. With information, I think
you've got a much clearer sense of the reality, and I think that's good for everybody. But with that, I don't wear
a uniform. Pat is honored to wear one and we're honored to have him with us every day. Please.

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: Thanks, Gov. We already, the State Police already
publishes summary information with regards to major discipline, a summary of those. The Attorney General's
announcement today changed that internal affairs directive to really just include the name now Elise, and in
our several weeks of discussions in public forums, we talk about embracing the scrutiny, embracing
transparency. It's also important to note that the acts of a few should not tarnish the entire profession across
the state or nation, and we'll ultimately let the public decide for themselves on the nature of these allegations.
Excessive force, if substantiated and led to a major discipline, as far as a suspension goes, that will also be
included.

I do also think it's important to note that beyond transparency, there are several members of the State Police
that have discipline that have bounced back and have been that resiliency that we so often talk about, that
have gotten their lives and their careers and serve as phenomenal examples. I just, I also, it's important to
note that because some decisions that they I know regret have now led to life-changing and career-changing
events and they're still able to serve the citizens of New Jersey with tremendous pride and dedication.
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Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, Pat. Thank you, Elise. Matt, good afternoon. Give us one sec.

Matt Arco, Star-Ledger: Commissioner, in the past you've released the ages of young people who have died.
Would you release the age at least in this case?

Governor, what specific numbers does New Jersey need to see to set a date for stage three? Does that seem
like it's weeks or months away?

On the Portal Bridge, because the Federal Transit Administration changed its rating on the Portal Bridge, and
all that was needed was a project engineering agreement to be finished and for the FTA to release the $800
million, so how does the President's endorsement affect either step? Or does it just mean he won't stand in
the way?

And finally, Governor, we've been asking you to comment on the corrections officer who took part in that
mock killing of George Floyd, and whether he should be fired, and whether you would commit to signing or
even lobbying for transparency legislation when it comes to police oversight. So I'm curious why you would
take, you know, do things like take part in Black Lives Matter protests, but stop short of taking a larger stand
on either of these matters or lobbying for stricter reforms like Governor Cuomo signed in New York?

Governor Phil Murphy: Okay. Judy, the age, did you disclose the age? I can't recall.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: I didn't. You know, we usually try to keep that quiet, at least for
a while until the obituary gets published and the family has some privacy. But it was a very young individual.

Governor Phil Murphy: Yeah. If we can, at some point, we will but other than that, we want to keep privacy
here, including the nature of the underlying health issues. It's going to be the ones that matter the most, I
think, and Judy should come in here because at the end of the day, my opinion matters, but I don't do
anything without the holy water coming at me from the folks to my right. It's going to be the here and now
data that we show you literally every day, but in particular, spot positivity, rate of transmission, new
hospitalizations. The other stuff matters as well, but those are the three I think that matter the most, Judy
and Ed.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: I would think.

Governor Phil Murphy: And again, other data matter for other reasons, but those are the three that matter
the most. I think this is a question of weeks and not months. I hope we'll be giving some more guidance on
some steps even as much as later this week.

Listen, we still -- we had made a significant amount of progress on the Portal North Bridge, but we still
needed a full funding agreement, and the President's green light on Friday allows us to proceed with that.
This is an $800-plus million dollar federal slug, so that is the big piece of this that can now proceed. This is,
as they say in the trades, shovel ready. This is, I think I mentioned this in my remarks, this is incredibly
significant at many levels, including 15,000 plus overwhelmingly union jobs, so it's a big, big step forward.

I'll tell you, I'm mean I'm not sure. I think, as a personnel matter, there's a process in place that we have to
respect, that has to play out. I've got nothing new to report on the corrections officer. I think the Attorney
General's step today, along with his, I think almost overlooked chokehold directive of 10 days ago, Pat, these
are huge steps forward. And so I would say, with all due respect to the progress that you've seen in New York,
we've made enormous -- we're taking big steps here as well.

We also had a leadership meeting, Matt can weigh in here, and discussed with both the Senate President and
the Speaker a whole series of legislation that is coming sooner than later, and I'll leave it at that, because we
don't get into commenting on a specific piece. But there's going to be an enormous amount of action being
taken here. Matt, do you want to add anything to that?

Chief Counsel Matt Platkin: Yeah, I would. Just to underscore what the Governor just said, we've had very
productive meetings with the Legislature both on the Sentencing and Disposition Review Commission bills
that were discussed last fall, as well as the dozen or so bills that the Speaker is moving through committee
today.
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I would also just note, one difference that's unique to New Jersey is the constitutional structure and the
ability for the Attorney General to issue a law enforcement directive like he did today, which is not true in
other states. So he's able to change the behavior of law enforcement officers and agencies across the state
through a directive like the one he issued today, which is significant. And in many, if not most states, would
require legislation.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you for that. Thanks, Matt. Sir, do you have anything? You're good? Come
across here, Matt. Watch the hamstring. Ian.

Ian Elliott NJTV News: Governor, do you think every town should have a Civilian Review Board to investigate
conduct of local police? And do you support the removal of Christopher Columbus statues in New Jersey?

When you introduced your road back plan in late April, you said the recovery process would be an opportunity
to address issues that drive racial disparities in health. With this process now underway, can you provide
concrete examples of how the administration is addressing these racial gaps? Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Hold on one sec. Let me start with the last one. There's a whole lot going on through
a whole variety of lenses but I think the specific point I assume you're talking about is healthcare specifically.
Judy has talked about this every day and I was going to actually mention and forgot to, that let's not forget
the disparities. We've spent, since the moment we got into office and we just are continuing on. I think the key
now is to accelerate the pace to address what Judy, you talk about all the time, social determinants of health.
About inequities in the access to healthcare, which we have been committed to from day one but again, I
think this is accelerating.

My wife's work with so many, with Judy and others on infant and maternal mortality is an example of a
program with very specifics that has come a long way and continues to be a work in progress. We think about
workplace issues all the time, and the disproportionate representation of black and brown communities in
what we have deemed to be essential services and essential positions at the frontlines of this pandemic, and
how do we get more equity in whether it's workforce development, educational opportunity, or access? So it's
a whole range and I would say it's overwhelmingly a work in progress. I don't have a -- I wish I had a simple
magic wand, magic bullet answer.

Listen, I've said this publicly. I don't know about every town, but I think the Civilian Review Board has been a
big success, personal opinion, in Newark. And it's got to be, as I've mentioned several times over the past
couple of weeks, it's got to be a consideration on the table as we think about that mosaic of what the right –
what does society, on its best day look like? An equitable, fair society that values every human life equally?

I don't know that I've spent a whole lot of time thinking about the Christopher Columbus statues, so I'm not
sure I'm going to make news necessarily in answering it. I'm less focused on that, frankly, right now than I am
on what we need to do in the here and now, but I do think symbols matter. You know, there was a discussion
we had, among other things, at dinner with the President on Friday night was the whole moment in time we're
in right now. The need to be together, to come together, the Confederate statues, the naming of the military
bases. I think if symbols run counter to a society that works for everybody equally, then we have to take that
consideration very seriously. Thank you. Sir, are you good? You've just got the camera today, no questions?
Ashley, how are you?

Ashley Balcerzak, The Record: Good. How are you?

Governor Phil Murphy: Nice to see you.

Ashley Balcerzak, The Record: Some quick clarification on the new Attorney General order. Does the order
require agencies to publish a list of past violations or simply allow them to do so if they choose?

Governor, I am not sure we totally understand Trump's Portal Bridge tweet so I apologize for asking a little bit
more on this, but it sounds like the President is giving $800 million for the project. Can you clarify if that's the
case and what the next step is? If it's a $1.8 billion project, where does the rest of the money come from?

A question from Charlie Stile. Given that you –

Governor Phil Murphy: Charlie Stile?
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Ashley Balcerzak, The Record: Yes, you'll be able to tell by the wording. Given that you have shown
solidarity with the protests over systemic racism, why did you feel compelled to dine with the President
whose rhetoric tweets and his vow to dominate cities with military force have only inflamed racial tensions?
And since you did go, did you seize the opportunity to urge his public support for reforms such as Cory
Booker's bill banning chokeholds, etc.

And then, is the Labor Department's new call center up and running? And if so how can workers get in
contact with live Labor Department workers to help them with their cases? Is there a phone number you can
share?

And final one, the Department of Health published data on cases and deaths by zip code but did not include
zip codes that have 20,000 residents or less. Can you explain how the Department of Health picked that high
threshold, especially since it eliminates about one-third of the residents that live in New Jersey? How does
giving a range of the number of people who contracted or died from COVID in a town of 10,000 residents say,
give away private information when it does give us good information on, for instance, if there are a lot of
cases in majority minority communities. Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you. To say that your questions span a variety of topics would be the
understatement of the day. Pat, past versus mandating versus encouraging. Pat, do you want to start?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: For the state police, we're looking at the past 20 years
of substantiated major discipline.

Governor Phil Murphy: And beyond that there's a strong encouragement, right? Is that a good word to use,
encouraging?

The President, the discussion both in substance as well as the message that he put out is that it's about $1.8
billion project. The feds, there are a couple of different numbers that get put out there, but I'm a little bit on
the higher side when you add everything together, it's more like $923 million is the number that I've used as a
walking around number. The other half of it is New Jersey and Amtrak. And his tweet, and more importantly
the substance of the discussion is, this will now allow us to go to the full funding agreement, to come up with
the monies that I just mentioned.

Here is my answer for Charlie. It's quite clear that there are strong – this is a moment in time, perhaps unlike
any other in our country, and it ought to be quite clear that there are a whole range of issues that the
President and I would be in a different place on. But I want to reiterate what I just said a minute ago, we did
discuss this moment in time, the need for us to come together as a nation, the Confederate statues, army
bases with the names of Confederate generals, we in fact did discuss that. I don't get the luxury, as I've said
before, of waking up and choosing which President on that day that I can deal with, which administration. He
is the President of the United States. On something like Portal, on something like COVID-19, on our economic
recovery, there's one federal government. There's one administration. They play an existential role that no
other player can play, and we need to be able to find that common ground with a passion, just as intense as
the passion to stand our ground and not pull punches on areas where we're not going to see things the same
way.

I don't have an answer for you on the Labor Department call center, but can we come back to you on that?
Dan, will you help me out? Thank you. Judy, any color on the level of detail in the cutoff at 20,000?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Yeah, that's my understanding. That's the guideline that the
Privacy Officer at the Department of Health has followed for quite some time, but it's worth looking at for all
the reasons that you've brought up and we will commit to doing that.

Governor Phil Murphy: I think your points are well taken. I just don't know – let us come back to you on that
if we can. Thank you. Sir.

Reporter: Good afternoon, everybody. Governor, two quick questions. I know that today Rutgers started
bringing back their players, and based on your announcement today about sports, do you expect to be talking
to Coach Schiano anytime soon?
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And the other question is, I know you're a huge proponent of the LGBT community. Just your thoughts on the
landmark ruling today by the Supreme Court allowing workers not to discriminate against transgender and
gay Americans.

Governor Phil Murphy: I spoke, Matt and I spoke last week, early week I believe, maybe two weeks ago with
Athletic Director Pat Hobbs, Coach Vivian Stringer, Coach Steve Pikiell and also Coach Greg Schiano about
the general direction that we anticipated things would be headed. Judy's guidance has come in since then,
but we sort of previewed that with them and we're in pretty regular contact with them.

I have not had a chance to review the decision, but the notion that the LGBTQ-plus community can stand tall
and not be discriminated against is a big deal. It is a big, big deal and I'm proud of in our state, the fact that
we've been, from moment one in that space, and we will continue to be and please God our nation will as
well. So thank you for asking it.

I think that's it. I want to, as I mask up and get ready to move, looking forward to eating outdoors tonight, Pat,
at a restaurant. First restaurant experience in many, many months. I want to mask up and just say a couple of
quick things as we go. Judy and Ed, thank you as always, for everything, for being here and for your
leadership, as good as it gets. Pat, likewise to you. Jared, Matt and Dan and team, thank you. I want to end by
thanking everybody out there for continued, great, overwhelming – you know, there are a couple of folks out
there with, get a big megaphone or trying to make a point. The fact of the matter is, it's a vast minority.
Overwhelmingly by the millions, or in the cases of restaurants or businesses by the thousands, if not tens of
thousands, folks have done the right thing. Pat mentioned the creativity, which has been really impressive. I
think there's going to be a sort of almost a festive feel to the state, beginning today, so thank you for all of
that.

Continue to cover your face. Keep social distance, wash hands with soap and water. This could come back,
please God it doesn't, but keep up the great work. Keep up the great peaceful protesting where our state has
been almost unlike any other. Enjoy your outdoor dining. Please over-tip. These folks will never be able to
make up the meals that were lost. Enjoy your retail experience, back to daycare, first steps in the Motor
Vehicle Commission getting back up and running. Common sense for the common good, everybody coming
together, it's an overwhelming feel in the state right now. Keep it up, folks. God bless you all. Thank you all.
We'll see you tomorrow.

Governor Phil Murphy: Good afternoon, everybody.

Just to remind folks what our plan is for the next couple of days. Obviously, we’re together right now and as I
mentioned, unless there’s a very meaningful, material development, in which case we’ll change plans,
tomorrow will be an email paper release in terms of the overnight numbers and any other news that we have
to report. Because of the White House VTC on Monday, we’ll do the press conference at 2:00 instead of our
usual 1:00 timeframe here.

I’m honored to be joined today as I am every day by the woman to my right who needs no introduction, the
Commissioner of the Department of Health Judy Persichilli. To her right, another name that is well-known to
most folks in the state, State Epidemiologist Dr. Christina Tan. Great to have the two of you here with us. To
my far left, another familiar face, State Police Superintendent Col. Pat Callahan. And to my immediate left,
representing the Department of Labor and Workforce Development Commissioner Rob Asaro-Angelo.

I had mentioned, I think yesterday, that I had asked Rob to give us an update on the Department of Labor’s
efforts to ensure that every New Jerseyan in need of unemployment insurance relief is able to file their claim
and receive their benefits. The folks in Rob’s department are dealing with an unprecedented crush of people
trying to reach them.

We understand that it can get frustrating, we do, when the UI website gets bogged down or if you’re stuck on
hold on the telephone. But also know that these people are working harder than ever while also worrying
about their own families. So, I’ve asked Rob, and I thank you, Rob, for doing it, to help us understand a little bit
better his team’s efforts and where we go from here. So, thank you.
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And so, as we have been doing of late, let’s get to the numbers early in our discussion, and they’re particularly
sobering today. Since yesterday, we have been notified that another 4331 residents have tested positive for
the coronavirus. That brings our statewide total to 34,124. Again, 4331 overnight positive tests for a total of
34,124. As usual, Judy will give you more color.

In addition, with the heaviest of hearts, we are today reporting that another 200 residents have passed due to
COVID-19-related complications. Our state total now sits at 846 precious lives lost. Let me put this in a
proper yet very sobering context. We have now lost nearly 100 more of our fellow New Jerseyans to COVID-
19 than we did on the September 11th attacks. Please let that sink in for a moment.

This pandemic is writing one of the greatest tragedies in our state’s history, and just as we have committed to
never forgetting those lost on 9/11, we must commit to never forgetting those we are losing to this
pandemic. We won’t do this every day and we certainly won’t do it often, even those numbers will continue to
climb, but I’m going to pause right now for a moment of silence.

[silence]

Allow me to mention some of those, very few, sadly, of the many we’ve lost, the precious lives we’ve lost.
Retired Colonel Samuel Fuoco of Eatontown in my home county, and there’s Samuel at one of our recent
Memorial Days with me admiring one of the wreaths that were placed in honor of our fallen veterans. And
Sam has now fallen himself. From Eatontown he served our nation in the Army and Army Reserves for more
than 37 years. He was awarded the bronze medal for his service in Iraq in 2006 and 2007, and he also
received the New Jersey distinguished service medal with oakleaf cluster. He also led the Monmouth Chapter
of the Association of the United States Army.

Our state lost him yesterday. We thank him for his life of service as we do every single one of our proud
veterans. His memory and his family are in our prayers. I want to thank my friend Vin Gopal for making sure
that I knew sadly the minute he knew that we had lost Sam.

Another one: Jesus Villaluz was a patient transport worker at Holy Name Medical Center in Teaneck where he
had worked for 27 years. His coworkers remembered the time that he won the 50/50 raffle and instead of
keeping it for himself, he shared it with his colleagues. He was 75 years old and we join his family and
everyone he touched in mourning his passing.

Teaneck, which has been particularly hard hit lost another great member of its community – Perry
Rosenstein. Perry was the uncle, there’s Perry – I love the hat. Perry was the uncle of CWA New Jersey
Director Hetty Rosenstein, who so many of us here in Trenton know so very well. Perry founded both the
Puffin Foundation in Teaneck to support the arts and the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives to chronicle the
American fighters who stood against Spanish fascism during the Franco regime among so much more. All of
us send our condolences to Hetty and the entire Rosenstein family, and the friends and fellow Teaneckers
who Perry touched.

And I learned last night that a dear friend in Morris County, my dear friend Scott Carlson lost his dad Gerald
who was going to turn 88 in two weeks. He was a lifelong New Jerseyan. He was a lifelong design draftsman.
He worked on both the Shuttles Columbia and Challenger. We’re keeping Scott and his family and his dad’s
memory in our prayers this weekend. He was the proud grandfather of Haley and Evan. So, to each and every
one of them and the many, many more who we are not mentioning by name today, God rest their souls.

Today, as I mentioned yesterday, our flags are flying at half-staff in their memories and in the memory of all
who have been lost. And for all the families who have been impacted by COVID-19 and are not – we have to
remind everyone – are not able to fully gather properly for a funeral or a memorial. And the flags will continue
to fly at half-staff throughout the duration of this pandemic. No family, whether in New Jersey or anywhere
will be forgotten.

I know that staying apart is really hard, whether it be for a funeral or a religious rite that we long to attend. But
right now we have no choice. It is what we need to do. It is what we must do.

I spoke yesterday by telephone with a great leader in our state, Cardinal Joe Tobin. The Cardinal made it clear
that everyone needs to stay home, including – and I say this and I know he says this with profound gravity –
including not taking Communion, whether it’s tomorrow for Palm Sunday or any day. And I know it’s not easy
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for him or Catholics around the state as this especially is the beginning of Holy Week. So, to all our Christian
brothers and sisters we acknowledge the beginning of the week tomorrow but we plead with you to stay
home and stay away from each other.

Cardinal Tobin then spoke as he volunteered to do with each of the Archbishops in the state. And while I’m
mentioning him and that was the conversation I had, I know he speaks for all. I know he spoke with and I
want to give a particular shoutout to my Bishop from the Archdiocese of Trenton right here, Bishop O’Connell.

I thank not just the Catholic leadership but leaders across all of our faith communities who are coming
together to help meet the spiritual needs of their congregations while also ensuring the social distancing that
is so critical to flattening the curve and getting us through this emergency. Especially in this season, when
you’ve got as I mentioned Holy Week leading up to Easter. You’ve got Passover starting on Wednesday and
not too far behind Ramadan, to pick three big religious holidays among so many other celebrations and
festivals that are fast approaching.

Our desire clearly is to come together; that’s only natural. We are humans. But our need and our mandate is to
find a way to observe and celebrate separately. I know it’s a challenge but it’s a challenge that we are more
than up to meeting.

Keep practicing your social distancing. As we note in this map, and I’ll come to it in a second, consider as
Father Jim would say social solidarity. By being apart, we’re actually working together, and this graphic from
the New York Times shows the impact. It shows how vital social distancing is to slow the spread. Let’s stay
with this just for a second, Mahen.

This is color-coded for all 21 counties, and by the way, there’s no amount of football spiking that we should
attach to this graph. But this gives you some sense, and this has changed meaningfully over the past several
days and on the margin, that’s a good thing. The darker colors are where the amount of folks who are
infected is doubling at a faster rate. And so, while the cases in Salem and Cape May County, to pick two in the
south, are quite low – I think, Judy, total positives in Cape May are 50 and in Salem County 25, so between
them only 25 positive cases that have been tested by the way. Again, that’s just folks who have been tested
so it’s a very low number but the curve is steep, so the folks there need to get out ahead of this as fast as
they can.

The orange color is where cases are doubling at a much slower rate, and the yellow color -and that actually
happens to be my home county of Monmouth – where they are doubling at yet again an even slower rate.
There’s another color that’s better than yellow which basically means you’ve broken the back of it. I don’t
know what that color is but I look forward to seeing it up there sooner than later, and then we can show you a
national map which we remind you that we showed yesterday. And the deeper the red, the more travelling
there is going on and the grayer the gray, the more social distancing and less travel that’s going on.

And we showed this to you yesterday. I don’t think it’s changed meaningfully in any way since yesterday, in
fact probably not at all, but the point is, the good news is you see New Jersey among a cohort of very gray
states which means, folks, thank you. What you are doing is making a difference and that ultimately will give
us the best weapon we have to deal with this and break the back of that curve and flatten it. We still have a
ways to go, by the way. I wish that this would be an overnight, next week, two weeks from now phenomenon.
It isn’t.

But you also can see why we are concerned about other places that are still travelling and have gotten to that
stay at home status much more slowly than we have in New Jersey and our neighboring states. We’re going
to have to be very, very careful when we slowly, whenever it is to begin responsibly reopening our economy
and our state and our society – we’ve got to be very careful, particularly, Judy and your team will remind me
of contact tracing and being aggressive in quarantining and isolating anybody down the road once we’ve…
Listen, as I’ve said many times, we’re going through hell together. I’ll be darned if we’re going to do that more
than once.

We’ve got to make sure… This is going to be longer than any of us want, but we’ve got to make sure that we
not only crack the back of the reality here but as we begin to open things up again, we don’t inadvertently put
gasoline back on the fire.
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And to get back to our communities of faith, regardless of your faith we need you to remember that we are all
in this together and that we must find ways to stay at home. We mandate stay at home and exercise your
faith, practice your faith. Social distance even from your fellow family members but at home. So, I thank you
for that.

There are a number of different other points which I’ll make as quickly as I can before I turn things over to
Judy. We’ve had a number of conversations at the most senior levels of the administration. Literally this
morning I had a good conversation with Vice President Mike Pence across a whole range of critical asks on
our behalf. You won’t be surprised, ventilators was at the top of that conversation as it is in almost every
conversation we have. We have an outstanding remaining ask of 1650 from the feds.

We spoke about, in these conversations also with Jared Kushner, with Admiral Giroir, we spoke about FEMA
activities in the state. We spoke about PPE, as I mentioned ventilators. I re-expressed to the Vice President
how extraordinarily important it is that the Treasury Department be as flexible as they can be and as flexible
as possible when they take the money from the CARES Act that was signed last week and apply it to states.

We’re in a world of hurt. Not only are our expenses exploding – our revenues have fallen off the table and
that’s in addition to what you all are going through as individuals, whether it’s filing for unemployment or
small businesses, nonprofits. We hear from the arts community. We’re all in a world of hurt and I wanted to
make sure the Vice President heard yet again that the more flexibility we apply to that the better off we’ll be –
again, themes again repeated with Jared as it relates to ventilators and PPE in particular.

We also went back and forth to make sure we had the flexibility that we needed for those field medical
stations, field hospitals as I call them that are beginning to populate themselves. Judy can give you an
update on Secaucus. So, a whole range of conversations.

Long-term care facilities is something Judy’s going to hit, and that’s been a topic of other conversations that I
know we’ve been having as a team. I was on with the Senate President last night and again this morning on
some particular concerns that he had. I just got off the phone as I was coming here with Jon Dolan who
heads the Association. John reminds me, we talk about 375 long-term care facilities; there’s another about
230 assisted living properties so there’s really over 600 in the broader community.

And I reiterated not only our thanks for their help but also a couple of things Judy’s going to go over – the
fact that we need all of the workers in these facilities who inadvertently may be bringing in the virus to be
fully masked in their work as Judy has articulated already; that if there’s any positive testing in a facility is the
obligation, mandated obligation of the operators of that facility to let next-of-kin know that that’s happened.
Judy, and I know you’ve stressed that. So, that’ll give you some sense of some of the conversations.

I was on with President Clinton this morning, talking about supply chain and just getting his advice, and just
brainstorming about other ways we may be able to get at shortages that we continue to have. Again, we
continue to be short ventilators, PPE, beds, healthcare workers which I know Judy will talk about – our heroes
at the frontlines. We’re trying everything we can to stay out ahead of all of the above but, I don’t have to say
this, when you lose 200 people, not necessarily overnight… I say that, Judy, but this is another day where that
200 includes a lot of folks that did pass yesterday and this morning but also folks that cumulatively have
passed recently. So, God rest their souls. We’re doing everything we can to keep the amount of folks’ lives we
lose as low as possible; and separately, to keep the number of folks who get this virus as low as possible.

As cases continue to surge, as we expect them to do, we are adding hospital capacity as I mentioned, as
quickly as we can. And under Judy’s leadership and under Pat’s leadership and alongside the US Army Corps
of Engineers we’re working with all of our hospitals to rapidly and significantly increase bed capacity. We are
building out new wings and bringing vacated buildings back online, and we’re building out our field medical
stations as I mentioned a minute ago; and expect to have our second location in Edison ready, I believe early
next week, Pat, right? The 14th, okay.

We’re also working to expand capacity by utilizing hotels and dormitories, particularly those located in
hotspot areas or in close proximity to hospitals which are nearing capacity. This is an enormous effort to
bring thousands of new beds online which also requires us to plan for medical and administrative staffing,
providing wraparound services and meeting, as I mentioned, our equipment and supply needs.
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At every level, this is a data-driven money ball process. We know where we expect our numbers to go in the
coming weeks and we have to do the difficult things to prepare for that. I will speak, I’ve sort of previewed
this already the past couple of days – I and we will speak to this in more detail on Monday.

Switching gears again, earlier this week federal authorities broke up a significant PPE hoarding situation in
Brooklyn and seized hundreds of thousands of pieces of PPE, precisely the equipment that is in short supply.
Yesterday, we learned from the FBI and the US Attorney’s Office that New Jersey will be one of the
beneficiaries of the distribution of those hoarded supplies.

We’ll be receiving more than 70,000 N95 masks as you can see and 5000 gloves among other PPE from this
seizure. I’d like to thank especially US Attorney Craig Carpenito and New York FBI Special Agent in Charge
Greg Ehrie for their efforts in seeing that our frontline workers get this gear. And it gives me an opportunity to
give a shoutout to Jared Maples who’s with us, the Director of the Department of Homeland Security and
Preparedness. Good to have you with us, Jared, as always.

Today, Col. Callahan will be signing an administrative order giving municipalities or counties the ability to
prohibit all rentals to transient guests or seasonal tenants for the duration of this emergency, including at
hotels and motels. We have heard too many stories especially from our shore communities of people trying
to relocate for the time being into their towns from impacted areas. This is not how social distancing works.
No one should be leaving their primary residences, and especially for the shore communities that do not have
the infrastructure, especially the health and first responder infrastructure in place particularly off-season to
accommodate an influx of residents.

Meanwhile, we are still seeing individuals and members of our business community stepping up to help our
entire family get through this. Yesterday, by example, we were contacted by Uber Eats, the food delivery
service, which is donating 14,000 meals totaling $350,000 to frontline workers at four hospital systems
across the state. We are incredibly grateful to them, and of course we are incredibly grateful to the heroic
workers who will be receiving these meals.

And of course, we are still looking for many more people to join the thousands of retired or student
healthcare workers and others with previous medical experience who have already signed up to volunteer to
help us on the frontlines. Please visit www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer (http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer).
Again, www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer (http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer) to add your name and to have
your experience matched with our emergent needs.

Judy will likely address this, but it’s fair to say with all the challenges we have on ventilators where we’re
short, PPE where we’re short, beds where we’re short, in fact in some cases the gating factor is healthcare
workers, right? Because of folks who are not surprisingly out sick, social distancing, self-quarantining. We
need all the help we can get. So, please keep raising your hand and add your name to the many thousands
who have come forward and say that you’re willing to help.

If I may switch gears again to the topic of testing, tomorrow, Sunday April 5th, the Bergen Community College
testing site – we will be operating again, in partnership with FEMA, we’ll be open at 8:00 AM. And that will
remain open until it reaches its 500-test capacity. To be tested, you must be a New Jersey resident and you
must be showing symptoms of a respiratory illness. Please, asymptomatic folks, I don’t blame you for being
worried. We understand that, but you’ve got to step aside and let the folks who are symptomatic step forward
and get tested.

The PNC Bank Arts Center site, which today I’ll remind you is serving only healthcare workers and first
responders, will be closed to the general public tomorrow. And please remember, these are only two sites
which are being operated directly through the Department of Health. There are many, many other county-run
and other testing sites across the state. You can find one near you by visiting www.covid19.nj.gov/testing
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov/testing), www.covid19.nj.gov/testing (http://www.covid19.nj.gov/testing).

By last count we had at least 45 separate testing sites across the state, and by the way, the number of tests
that have been completed in the state has New Jersey, with the 11th-largest population in America ranked
number 4 in America, only behind New York, Florida, which have many more people than we do; and the state
of Washington where this all first evidenced itself.

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
http://www.covid19.nj.gov/testing
http://www.covid19.nj.gov/testing
http://www.covid19.nj.gov/
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And if you believe you are showing symptoms you can also take a self-assessment at www.covid19.nj.gov
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov) and go on the symptoms page. In any case, if you feel sick call your primary care
practitioner to see if you meet the requirements for testing.

Before I close, I’d like to take a moment to once again highlight and applaud some of the folks around our
state who are truly living our Jersey values by helping their community. One of them is somebody I know,
Gwen Love, the Executive Director of Lunch Break in Redbank in my county, Monmouth County. Gwen is
keeping the doors there open to continue distributing meals and serving the needs of those across
Monmouth County who need a helping hand, especially at this time. So, to Gwen and her team I say thank
you.

And how about this guy? This is Jim Hoffman. He’s a science and technology educator at Newton High
School in Sussex County, where he coaches, by the way, the Robotics Team. His son Justin is a resident
doctor at University Hospital in Newark. He used to work for you, Judy. Jim, the dad, is using both his
personal 3D printer and the two at Newton High School to produce protective face shields for the doctors and
nurses who need them. So, to Jim, we cannot thank you enough.

Gwen and Jim are just two of what we know are thousands of ordinary New Jerseyans who are doing
extraordinary things to help us pull through this emergency, whether it’s by keeping a community fed or
making sure our frontline healthcare workers have the gear they need to stay safe on the job; or, I should note,
the work of the many community pharmacists, another group I want to give a big shoutout to, who have kept
their doors open to preserve their communities’ health and wellness.

We have heroes up and down the state, beginning with our healthcare workers, our first responders, the
community pharmacists I just mentioned, the folks who are working in essential retail, the NJ Transit, bus
and rail folks, the supply chain folks in warehouses, the longshoremen I mentioned yesterday. The list is
incredibly impressive and they are collectively our heroes and many more. We want to hear more stories like
theirs, so please keep tweeting and using the hashtag #njthanksyou, and we’ll keep sharing them.

And please, everybody, please keep doing what you’re doing to slow the spread and flatten the curve. That’s
also heroism. That’s everyday heroism. And 100 years from now, when they write the memorials about what
you did, that will be prominent among your life achievements – that you were there when you were needed
the most.

Keep up with your social distancing and keep staying indoors at home unless you absolutely need to go out,
or unless you are part of our frontline response in whichever way you are serving because we need you. Keep
doing the little things – washing your hands with soap and water. Keep smart. Keep remembering that we’ll
get through this and we’ll get through this faster and stronger if we all do our parts.

And before I introduce Judy, let’s just all remember again – this is war. We are in a war. How do you win wars?
You don’t panic and you don’t go business as usual. You win it by being smart, aggressive, proactive, shooting
straight with each other, being honest about the toll that is both before us and will continue to grow. Let’s not
kid each other. You win wars by not turning on each other, but to the contrary, coming together – this
extraordinary, diverse state coming together as one family.

You win a war because you work harder than the next folks. You win it because you show courage as we’re
seeing every single day up and down this state. From our frontline healthcare workers to every single one of
the 9 million of us including folks right now at home by themselves doing exactly what we need them to do.
Every single one of us is a hero right now. Every single one of us must do our part if we are to flatten the
curve of this virus, allow our healthcare system to be able to deal with it properly and then be able to emerge
on the other side.

And unequivocally, may I say if we all do our part there is no question in my mind we will win this war and we
will emerge from this stronger as one New Jersey family, more together than ever before. With that, please
help me welcome the woman who needs no introduction, the Commissioner of the Department of Health
Judy Persichilli.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Thank you, Governor. Good afternoon.

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/
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Yesterday, the CDC recommended the use of cloth face coverings in community settings to help reduce the
spread of COVID-19. There is a growing body of evidence that asymptomatic or what they call pre-
symptomatic individuals can actually spread the virus, so the CDC is recommending using a simple cloth
face covering that covers the nose and the mouth.

Cloth face coverings can be made at home from common materials like scarves and bandanas, and
remember, a face covering though lowering your chance of spreading the virus to others is not a failsafe
measure to prevent you from getting sick. Everyone can do their part to slow the spread of this virus. If you
wear a mask you are protecting others, and if others wear masks they are protecting you.

The cloth face coverings recommended are not surgical masks; they are not medical-grade N95 respirators.
Those are critical supplies that must continue to be reserved for healthcare workers and other first
responders who are caring for the sick.

As the Governor said yesterday, social distancing is by far our best preventative measure. Wearing a simple
cloth face covering when you are out is not in any way a replacement for social distancing to flatten the
curve. You must continue to keep at least a six-feet distance apart from others. Keep regularly washing your
hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Practice safe respiratory hygiene, and if you feel under
the weather, even if you’re convinced it’s just your allergies acting up, stay indoors and away from others.

I also want to return to another concern we talked about yesterday, the growing distress and fear of family
members who have loved ones in long-term care settings. Family members have expressed growing concern
about the lack of communication in some facilities when there is a resident who is confirmed with COVID-19.
Families are frustrated that they believe they can’t get someone on the phone in these facilities, and they
want to know if there is an outbreak in the facility in which their loved one has residence.

On March 6th, our Deputy Commissioner Marcela Maziarz sent a letter to all nursing homes, assisted living
residences, comprehensive personal care homes, residential healthcare facilities, and dementia care homes
reminding them of their responsibility under the law to have an outbreak response plan including clear
policies for the notification of residents, residents’ families, visitors and staff when at least one COVID-19
case has been confirmed in a resident or a staff member at the facility.

Today, I will be sending a follow-up notification to all our long-term care facilities with specific guidance as to
how to notify people. It must be in-person and in writing to all residents; in-person and in writing to all staff
members. Notification via telephone, email or other method of communication the facility is using to notify
the residents’ family member, guardian or designated person during this time of restricted visitation must be
followed up in writing within three days.

This morning, I also spoke as the governor did to the CEO of the Long-Term Care Association to inform him
that if we are not notified by the close of business on Monday that these directives are taking place, we will
release the names of the long-term care facilities with at least one COVID-19 case.

Regarding our hospitals in the northern part of the state, we predicted that we would see a surge beginning
mid-second week of April going through the end of April and into May. However, we believe that part of that
surge is just starting. Last night we had nine hospitals on divert primarily due to staffing issues and critical
care bed capacity. Three hospitals were on divert for critical care, six on full divert primarily due to staff
issues.

We need volunteers. We need volunteers to assist us in this effort. If you can volunteer, please visit
www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer (http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer) to sign up. We are sending out today a
crisis alert for more volunteers. If you can volunteer, again, please visit www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer) to sign up. We need you.

Our hospitals are reporting over 4000 confirmed positive COVID patients in our hospitals as of last evening,
and an additional over 2000 PUIs or persons under investigation awaiting test results. 1494 of those patients
of confirmed positive are in critical care and over 85% or 1263 are on ventilators.

Also, our first field medical station in Secaucus will open on Monday. This morning, as we speak there is a
training session being held for individuals who are volunteering to staff that site. As the Governor mentioned,
we are reporting 4331 new cases for a total of 34,124 cases in the state. That will continue to grow. We need

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
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the volunteers. We need the field operation to be up and running.

Again, sadly, 200 new deaths have been reported. Of the new deaths reported, 47 were from Bergen County;
37 from Essex; 21 from Ocean; 8 each from Mercer and Morris; 6 from Monmouth; 4 from Passaic; 3 from
Warren; and 1 each from Burlington, Camden, Cumberland, Hunterdon, Somerset and Sussex. Nine of these
new deaths were residents of long-term care facilities.

So, we now have 846 fatalities in our state. We join with the Governor and offer condolences to the families
who have lost loved ones.

The county breakdown of new cases is as follows: Atlantic 28, Bergen 607, Burlington 98, Camden 74, Cape
May 7, Cumberland 5, Essex 409, Gloucester 31, Hudson 494, Hunterdon 23, Mercer 89, Middlesex 400,
Monmouth 301, Morris 214, Ocean 268, Passaic 489, none in Salem, Somerset 108, Sussex 21, Union 287,
and Warren 30. And we are still gathering more details on 348 of these new cases.

At this point, 148 long-term care facilities in the state are reporting at least one COVID-19 case. And as the
Governor shared, we have 375 long-term care nursing facilities and approximately 200 assisted living
facilities and other settings such as residential memory care housing.

I do want to share the breakdown of the 846 reported fatalities. 61% are male; 39% are female. As far as the
age range, there are six cases or 1% under the age of 30; 47 or 6% between 30 and 49; 16% or 136 between
the ages of 50 and 64; 32% or 268 individuals between the ages of 65 and 79; and 46%, 389 over the age of
80. We have documented underlying health conditions for 300 of our cases at this point or 35%. We have four
cases identified as not having an underlying health condition, only four. Otherwise, we have 542 still under
investigation so we expect those with underlying health conditions to increase. And again, about 9%
associated with long-term care.

So, you may not feel sick but it is possible that you may transmit COVID-19 to someone more vulnerable. We
ask you to be careful. We ask you to follow the CDC guidelines when you leave your residence. For more
information I encourage you to call NJ211 or visit www.covid19.nj.gov (http://www.covid19.nj.gov). They’re
great resources for the public to get information. Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, Judy, for that and for all. A couple points if I may follow up, Judy, with
you. Again, top five counties are staying about the same in terms of positive cases – I’ll just read them in
order. Bergen continuing at number one, Essex number two, Hudson three, Union four, Passaic five. So, it’s
that same cluster of the northeast counties.

Again, Judy, cloth face covering is the recommendation from the CDC and to dovetail that with… And by the
way, that’s something, and I’ll speak for all of us, that we’ll all take seriously. It’s hard to do a press conference
with a face mask or a face covering, and we’re staying six feet apart and we will make sure of that. But that’s
advice that we’re not only giving to people via the CDC but we’ll take their advice ourselves.

But importantly, a cloth face covering is not a face mask necessarily, and certainly it isn’t a surgical or an
N95. And I would just beg people do not, I’m begging you, don’t go out and have a run on the very masks that
our healthcare workers, first responders – and by the way, they don’t even have enough, never mind
expanding it out to the other categories of folks that we want to expand it to: essential retail, NJ Transit, etc.,
etc. Did I get that right?  So, again, don’t, please don’t compound a challenge that we already have.

Bear with me… The notification on long-term care facilities, I just want to repeat, we mean business on that,
right? If the facilities don’t do the proper communication by Monday we will communicate directly to you in
this forum or in some other forum ourselves. Is that fair to say? So, we mean business on that front.

Cannot say that enough on volunteers. Please go to the main website www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer) because goodness knows we need you. And I saw a great picture of
the very group of volunteers today in Secaucus going through their training and it was really heartening to
see. That’s going to be really up, modest at first but it’s going to be up and open for business on Monday. It’s
an extraordinary feat in terms of getting it up and running and now getting it staffed, and very soon within a
couple of days being able to handle patients. So, hats off, and obviously Edison and Atlantic City not too far
behind.

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/
http://www.covid19.nj.gov/volunteer
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Before we hear from Rob, thank you, Judy, for everything. Before we hear from Rob, anything, Pat, on the
compliance, PPE, bed, construction or other topics?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: Thank you, Governor. Just one correction. I had
Atlantic City and Edison confused. The Edison field medical station is about 75% complete. That should be
ready by April 8th, not the 14th. It is the Atlantic City Convention Center that the target date is April 14th. I just
wanted to clarify that.

Governor Phil Murphy: So, that’s Secaucus open for patients on Monday, again, slowly but surely. On
Wednesday, Edison likely to be in the shape that you and I saw Secaucus in last Thursday.

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: Yes, sir.

Governor Phil Murphy: And then, it would be a week from Tuesday for Atlantic City.

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: That is correct.

Governor Phil Murphy: Perfect.

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: As far as the overnight, really generally quiet. There
was a subject charged with an executive order violation for facilitating and pulling together a youth basketball
game with six juveniles. He was cited.

There was a subject arrested for domestic violence and brought to the Monmouth County Jail in Freehold
where during his processing he claimed to have the coronavirus and spit on the officers trying to process
him.

And once again, Newark last night issued 122 summonses and closed seven businesses. I did speak with
Director Ambrose this morning to thank him for his continued efforts and to offer our condolences on the
loss of Officer Tolbert Furr who did pass away as a result of COVID-19. Thank you, Governor.

Governor Phil Murphy: God rest his soul and all the others whose lives are lost.

The knucklehead hall of shame, it just astounds me that somebody would do what that guy did in Monmouth.
Again, folks, the great news is overwhelmingly everybody in New Jersey is doing exactly what we need you to
do. But we need everybody to do that. And so, please, no gatherings. No stupid behavior certainly. Please,
everybody stay at home.

So, clearly this is a time of hurt for so many. Look at the lives lost, the precious souls, their families and
friends and communities; the folks who are dealing with COVID-19 right now as we speak. But let’s also
remember at the top of the list is a historic amount of people who have lost their jobs in this state and in this
country at levels that are literally, Rob, I said yesterday tens of fold, tens of times more than any normal
period and even relative to other spikes in our past.

And I know there’s a lot of folks out there who are clamoring, and who can blame you, of having that security
of the connection being made whether it’s online, whether it’s on the telephone, that you know you’re going to
get the unemployment insurance. And the great news coming out of the bill that was signed by the President
a week ago yesterday, there’s now more federal help and that’s a big deal.

And I’ve said before and I’ll say it again as I introduce Rob, everybody please bear with us. We’ve got some
extraordinary folks led by this guy and his team who are doing everything they can to answer your calls and to
respond, and to make sure you get that comfort that you need. Just know that it’s an unprecedented level and
you won’t lose one penny of support if it takes a little bit longer. I promise you that.

So, with that, the leader of an extraordinary group of folks who are doing everything they can, please help me
welcome the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo.

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: Thank you, Governor, for
having me this afternoon, and thank you to the shoutout to James Hoffman of the Newton Robotics Team.
I’ve seen Aperture perform a couple times and they are no joke.

Judy, Pat, thank you so much for your strong and stable leadership during these times. I really appreciate it
as your colleague and New Jersey resident.
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Over the prior two weeks, we saw more than 362,000 people apply for unemployment as a result of this
public health emergency. The crush of layoffs and furloughs have overwhelmed state unemployment
agencies nationwide and New Jersey is no exception. We are seeing volume of claims to our website and
calls to our customer service centers exponentially higher than at any time in history. I don’t like correcting
the boss who said we had a ten times increase in claims, but the first week of the crisis we saw a 1600%
increase in volume – 1600% in a single week.

But I’m not here to talk about the strain our system has been under. I’m here to talk about what’s really
important – our action plan to serve the public at this difficult time. There’s nothing I want more than to put
your hard-earned benefits into your family budget sooner. We’ve made no secret about the inflexibilities of our
legacy technology and our desperate desire to receive and act on more of your phone calls. We hear your
frustration and we are with you.

We’re currently working to bring into our systems more of your calls and emails. This is our number one
priority. We hear it from our own family members, friends, friends of friends, all making similar pleas for help
as this pandemic has impacted everyone. As one New Jersey family we’ve been affected together and I’m
confident we will get through this together.

I want to thank my colleague Chris Ryan at the Office of Information Technology and our own IT staff led by
Sharon Pagano who’ve been working nonstop to make our 40-year-old mainframe systems continue to
perform under such atypical circumstances; and all of our UI Division led by Greg Castellani who have
become economic first responders for much of our state.

We are moving aggressively. Here’s what we have done and what we are doing to better serve our customers.
We’re increasing capacity to ensure more calls and more applications get through at one time. In recent
years, we’ve incorporated pocket solutions and changes to our unemployment systems that have allowed
92% of claims to come in online, taking stress of our phone lines. By comparison, after Superstorm Sandy,
peak of online filing was just 70%. When you’re talking about the numbers we’re talking about, that’s a big
difference.

We’re pinpointing places where claims are getting stuck and using all the Department’s resources to reroute
those claims so that we can get them paid as soon as possible. We’re adding phone lines and have trained
employees from other divisions to help us field calls. We have procured hundreds of additional laptops so
more staff can work remotely. We’re continuously updating our website, adding information in easy, plain
language to walk our customers through the application process.

We know this is new for a lot of people, so we’re trying to make our funky, old applications as user-friendly as
possible. www.nj.gov/labor (http://www.nj.gov/labor) and www.myunemployment.nj.gov
(http://www.myunemployment.nj.gov) provide great resources for first-time filers including FAQs. We have
put out helpful guides so that our customers can feel secure they’re applying for the right program, which
also speeds their processing. We’re working to make sure our customers have the information they need
from us to understand what is happening every step of the way, so they won’t have to worry about their
benefit application, their benefit amount, or waste time trying to get through on the phone.

We have our staff working overtime, late hours and on weekends to move claims along that need an agent’s
review. The number of new unemployment claims moving through without issue is about 50%, which is no
different than before the pandemic. That means half the residents who file for unemployment begin receiving
benefits within two or three weeks.

When filing online, there are reasons why a claim might not be processed immediately and need one of our
claims examiners to review it. A person may be filing for the first time and did not provide all the required
information or already had an old account in the system. A person may be temporarily furloughed. They may
feel confused about the federally-mandated work search questions on the application or they’re independent
contractors who’ve been told to apply while we await federal guidelines on how to administer benefits to this
unique population.

These are not uncommon issues for our staff but they do require verifying important information and walking
through the process with claimants one at a time. Imagine a stadium with 10,000 seats but there are 1 million
people waiting to get in. There are only so many who can get through the gates at one time. To reduce the

http://www.nj.gov/labor
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number of claims that do need agent intervention, just last night, maybe it was early this morning, we posted
a brand-new FAQ with 45 additional COVID-specific filing questions.

I can’t stress enough how much we empathize with the frustration, fear and economic uncertainty that
comes with suddenly being unemployed. Due to the high volume of claims being filed, there may be a delay in
processing the backdate but they will be paid for each week they’re eligible for benefits no matter when the
claim gets processed. We also suggest applying online during off hours such as first thing in the morning or
later in the evening when traffic is lightest.

We recognize this is small consolation when the bills are due today but we are working on getting you help as
fast as we can. This is why we are also grateful for the additional support that the federal government and
the NJEDA are providing to businesses in the forms of grants, loans, and payroll tax credits for keeping
employees on the payroll that my colleague Tim Sullivan talked about here yesterday.

The Federal CARES Act, as the Governor mentioned, signed last Friday night will bring direct relief to our
workers by expanding unemployment eligibility and providing an additional $600 per week for four months on
top of what state programs pay. It will also open up benefits to those who are not conditionally eligible, such
as the self-employed and independent contractors. However, we still have to wait for federal guidance before
this can begin, but relief is coming.

This week that ends today is the first week claimants are eligible for this additional $600 benefit, and New
Jersey residents will receive this just a few days after they receive their regular unemployment check next
week. They do not have to do anything else to get this additional funding. We are awaiting guidance on the
US Department of Labor on how and when to administer the 13-week extension of unemployment benefits
known as Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation, but we will share this information far and
wide as soon as we have it.

In closing, I want everybody watching to know that our Department is working harder than ever before to
address the hardships many of you are facing due to this pandemic. Our staff is in our office or at home
working remotely right now because this is the biggest emergency our Department has ever and hopefully
will ever face.

I join in the Governor’s sentiment that together, we’ll not only beat this unprecedented threat to our health and
welfare but we will emerge on the other side a stronger and more united New Jersey. Our workers and
businesses have paid into the system precisely for this moment and now it’s here for you. We will get every
one of you, our fellow New Jerseyans, the help they deserve. Thank you, Governor.

Governor Phil Murphy: Rob, thank you, and thank you for your leadership every day but certainly these days.
Rob has got deep… First of all, he’s an organized labor family guy. Secondly, he has deep state experience –
clearly he’s leading our efforts – but also had federal experience under Secretary Perez in the Obama
Administration. And for all those reasons we’re incredibly honored and glad to have you at the helm,
particularly during this crisis.

This will be of no solace to somebody who’s trying to get through and I’m not intending it to be any solace,
but as we look at other states and compare notes, which we do all the time, I’d say we’re meaningfully –
again, it’s not going to make you feel any better. We’re in a better position than most of the folks that we’re
talking to. So, we’re all in this together. The numbers are ginormous relative to anything we’ve ever dealt with
historically and certainly relative to any norm.

And secondly, in our list of volunteers, Judy, not only do we need healthcare workers but given the legacy
systems we should add a page for COBOL computer skills because that’s what we’re dealing with in these
legacies. Chris Rein’s doing a heck of a job. But literally, we have systems that are 40 years-plus old, and
there’ll be lots of postmortems. And one of them on our list will be how did we get here where we literally
needed COBOL programmers? So, thank you, Rob, and thanks to each and every one of you.

We’re going to start over here. We’re going to try to go at a pretty good pace today. Brent, we’ll start with you.
Good afternoon.

Q&A Session:
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Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: Yes, good afternoon.

Governor Phil Murphy: Good afternoon. Brendan’s got the microphone. That’s Brendan who’s with you.

Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: No problem, hi Brendan. So, Colonel, do you have any more information on
where that basketball game was? It was six juveniles?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: I’m sorry, yeah, that was in Raritan Township. It was
yes, and it was just, again, a gentleman organizing a game of six juveniles.

Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: Okay. And then, more presently some corrections officers don’t believe they’re
being offered enough protection behind bars and they’ve raised concerns about a lack of PPE and flagged
reports that inmates are still being transferred between facilities in the northern and southern parts of the
state. Some unions have asked you, the Governor, to lockdown state prisons and all transfers. Are you open
to either of those requests? Then two more from Dan Munoz of NJ Biz, can I ask which dorms and hotels are
being used for patients? And this is another question, this transient order, does that mean all hotels and
motels across the state are being asked not to accept people anymore and they’re now going to be used for
hospital space? And then, last one, this is from my colleague Sue Livio, you issued guidance this week that
described when a sick healthcare worker is allowed back to work. The guidance is based on CDC guidance
but it doesn’t include one important aspect the CDC included, which allows the guidance to be set aside if
there is a staffing shortage.

Governor Phil Murphy: I’m sorry, what?

Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: Set aside at a staffing shortage – it allows guidance to be set aside if there is
a staffing shortage. Are your hospitals following the CDC language and bringing sick workers back before
they recover or did you leave this loophole out intentionally? And what do you want the hospitals to do?

Governor Phil Murphy: Okay, a number of things. Is Daniel well, by the way?

Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: Yeah, I think he’s fine.

Governor Phil Murphy: Okay, tell everyone who’s given you these and I know some others have fielded their
questions – tell them we said hey and we’re thinking of them.

So, we’ve got corrections officers who don’t have enough PPE. I don’t think there’s any category in this state
that has enough PPE I can say definitively. So, that doesn’t mean we’re not taking it seriously but that is a
fact. Judy can comment on Corrections in a minute because you, in fact, have been back and forth a lot with
Marcus Hicks, our Commissioner.

Dorms and hotels are the priority, Pat, near hospitals, am I right?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: That’s correct. And it’s a daily discussion. We’re trying,
at this juncture those dorms and hotels are for the medical staffing. We’re trying to have them closed to not
only the Secaucus field medical station; I think we were talking about Rutgers in New Brunswick as well as
Rutgers in Newark that’s right in close proximity to St. Michael’s. So, to try to get those hotels/dorms at first
glance to house the medical staff so we have them in close proximity to where we need them.

Brent Johnson, Star-Ledger: So, your administrative order, I just want a little more detail on that. What
exactly does that do?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: I think it is a combination. I think the Governor made
the point, we don’t want people travelling own there. I don’t think at this juncture that those smaller hotels, but
I certainly would defer to Matt Platkin who’s standing in the back there with regards to that.

Governor Phil Murphy: Bear with us, bear with us. Let me let Judy hit Corrections and then we’re going
come back and ask Matt to talk about both the staffing shortage question you asked, vis-à-vis CDC guidelines
as well as the order on hotels and transit. Is that good, Pat? Judy, please.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Commissioner Hicks and I have been back and forth actually
over the last 24 hours. We also touched in with Dr. Tan and we are starting at all of the state correctional
institutions the same guidance that we gave to long-term care institutions, that employees should be
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screened on their way in. They should be wearing protective masks to protect actually the inmates from the
employees, ‘cause we’ve had a number of employees testing positive.

Additionally, to the degree possible, all communal dining is stopped – I don’t want to say will be stopped; is
stopped. If that is an impossibility they are arranging their dining facilities so everyone is six feet apart. I
know that Dr. Tan reviewed that guidance, I don’t know whether it was last evening or this morning because
we’ve been going back and forth on Corrections – it was both. So, I don’t know if you have anything to add on
Corrections?

State Epidemiologist Dr. Christina Tan: Nothing more to add about Corrections but regarding the
comments about the alignment with CDC guidance about healthcare workers. I’m going to actually read
specifically from our guidance which is completely aligned with CDC guidance.

We actually have on our website guidance for COVID-19-diagnosed and or -exposed healthcare personnel,
and regarding the particular question, “Symptomatic healthcare workers who have tested positive for COVID-
19 may return to work,” and this is, again, what we’ve been saying before, they, “…may return to work seven
days after symptoms first developed and 72 hours after fever has resolved without the use of fever-reducing
medications with a significant improvement in symptoms,” which over a period is longer; and in recognition of
you know, possible staffing issues, “Healthcare providers who have tested positive for COVID-19 shall be
masked at work until symptoms have completely resolved or until 14 days after illness onset or positive test,
whichever is longer.”

And they should be restricted, and this is actually good common sense measures, too, “…restricted from
caring for severely immunocompromised patients,” which include, for example, patients who have just been
recently transplanted or are cancer patients, “until 14 days after illness onset or positive test.” And again, this
is completely aligned with the CDC guidance.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, Dr. Tan. Matt, could you add some color on the executive order regarding
hotels and transit?

Chief Counsel Matt Platkin: Sure. The administrative order that the Colonel will issue today is actually an
addendum to Executive Order 108, which as we’ve talked about before, gives a few limited exceptions to the
broader executive order on mitigation that allows towns and other jurisdictions to make their own policies.
This will give them, if they choose – it’s not mandatory, it won’t be a statewide policy. But some towns may
want to close short-term rentals, hotels, motels within their jurisdiction. They cannot interfere with… Even if
they do that, they cannot interfere with statewide housing plans with respect to the COVID outbreak. They
can’t restrict healthcare workers and they can’t restrict temporary housing or other housing assistance. And
we’ll put the order out later and that will lay all that out.

Governor Phil Murphy: You also asked about moving prisoners around, Brent, and the answer is we haven’t
made any decision on that but that’s on a long list of considerations that we’d always reserve the right to get
back to. Fair to say? Sir, come on down front, here. Right here.

Darren Katz: My name is [Darren Katz]. I’m actually retired from CBS, actually claiming unemployment right
now. I have a question for Robert Asaro-Angelo. What should a person do who’s filling unemployment and
they get a bad request and they can’t get through online or on the phone and/or maybe the account’s unable
to be created?

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: That’s a really good question.

Darren Katz: I’m asking for myself.

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: Okay, that’s fine. I’ll take your
stuff on the way out. You know, part of the problem with this is it’s hard to answer questions about specific
cases either here at a press conference or online or anywhere else. But one thing I do want to let folks know
that are getting messages like that online or are told to call, which is the normal course of business with our
systems, we have a team of folks who are going through manually afterwards and basically hand-fixing most
of these claims.
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So, a good way to put it is that folks who were complaining and freaking out at the beginning of last week,
most of those folks now have already been updated in the system and they’re going to be getting their benefit
payments. I know that’s small solace now because you want to know that for sure that your claim is secured
essentially. That’s all I can say right now is that generally folks who are getting those kinds of messages, that
we have a team of folks on the backend who are going through manually and fixing those claims. And if they
need information from you they’ll reach out to you.

Where in the past we had the ability to just call those folks or them get through easily and they would do it
over the phone or online we’re just doing it ourselves in as many large batches as possible. Thank you.

Governor Phil Murphy: Good luck. Obviously we’re with you. Charlie?

Charlie Kratovil, New Brunswick Today: Yes, Governor, can you hear me?

Governor Phil Murphy: I can hear you.

Charlie Kratovil, New Brunswick Today: Okay, so I do want to ask the Commissioner of Health how
prepared was our healthcare system for this type of thing and what lessons have we learned to maybe
become more prepared in case something like this happens again? And I know it was a long time ago but I’m
curious if anybody’s looked into the 1918 pandemic and what lessons New Jersey can take from that. And
finally, I want to ask, Governor, how you view your prohibition on gatherings in terms of public protests.
There’s a number of controversial things that are still moving forward, I know the toll hikes for instance. And
what would you say to people who want to make their voices heard and do it in a responsible way? What do
you think is the best way for them to do that?

Governor Phil Murphy: Okay, good questions. If [Joe Fedor] or Lisa were here I would say something wise
guy-ish like “Joe was here for the 1918 pandemic and he’ll give his comments on it,” but Joe’s not here so I
won’t.

Judy, I’m going to start and throw it to you, is that alright? I mentioned the particularly relevant period in WWII,
particularly for the Brits with the United States not yet in the war, with the Germans having basically
conquered the entirety of the continent including France; and the challenges that Churchill and his team and
the citizens had to both prepare for something awful unknown as well as keep an optimism that this was
winnable. And that’s, in so many respects, what we’re dealing with, right?

So, this is something that none of us have ever dealt with before at all levels, including yours truly and every
one of us, and at the same time we have to remind ourselves that somehow, some way we’re going to win
this thing and we’re going to get through it.

So, I’m not being short on this but I don’t think Churchill was doing a lot of, in May of 1940 a lot of “How did
we get into this position?” post-mortems yet. I’m going to be all for a post-mortem as to how we got to where
we are now, I think particularly at the federal level, particularly based on these conversations which are all
constructive, by the way, with the White House and with others. But the facts are what they are.

And we’re going to do our own post-mortem in terms of where were we prepared, where were we not
prepared? And we’re going to be, I don’t know how that’s going to take shape but I promise you that we can
do that. And Judy can add any color in a second here.

I would just say one of the big lessons from the 1918 pandemic is it’s quite clear that communities that
aggressively shut down first or most were communities that had less of a toll. There’s just no question about
it. Now, that’s more complicated at one level and less complicated at another today, because we have a lot
more travel than we did 102 years ago – that’s the bad news. The good news is we’ve got technology that we
didn’t have 102 years ago that allows us to virtually travel.

So, that to me is the one big, and Judy can jump in and add her two cents on this – the one big one. I forget
the communities but it’s pretty stark, the ones that shut down first and shut down hardest were the ones that
had less of a toll.

And I would say on gatherings, protests or otherwise including the toll hearings, we have to… Democracy has
to continue but we have to do it in a smarter way. And I think in particular it’s going to be things like virtual
participation. I don’t see any way around that.
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I was on a board meeting this morning, a board on which I sit ex-officio – it was all done on Zoom and
telephone. As I mentioned, on the toll hearings it’s going to have to be or I can’t condone them, unless they’re
done virtually, on the telephone. There’s an 1-800 number for somebody to call, there’s an extended comment
period but we cannot be gathering right now.

And the most tragic, for obvious reasons but the one that really hurts the most is funerals and wakes and
memorial services where we’ve gotten now hundreds of precious lives and families and friends that spider
network out from there. You’ve got many, many thousands of people right now who are mourning deeply and
who want to come together, and who can’t come together. So, it’s not just the protests, it’s not just the
hearings; it’s gatherings of any type. And as I mentioned earlier, particularly on the cusp of three of the
biggest faith seasons, celebrations of any time of the year.

Judy, any comments on how prepared were we and any lessons from Spanish Flu or other pandemics?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Sure. Well, the fact that we’re sitting here and all of the
departments within the state government not only had plans that they dusted off from the shelf and updated.
But people are getting fed; the shelters so far are continuing not take care of the most vulnerable people. WIC
is still up and running, and mothers and children are getting if not differently the same level of service that
they got before the complete shutdown. To me, being new in this position, it’s an extraordinary testament to
how prepared – once the Coronavirus Taskforce was put in place – how prepared people were.

On the other hand, it’s kind of interesting to me. My grandmother died in the 1918 flu epidemic and the same
thing that would have saved her life is what we’re asking everyone to do today, is social distancing – non-
technology interventions that can save lives. To me, that’s an amazing comparison and a lesson learned. As
the Governor said, that’s what stopped that pandemic from claiming more lives than it actually did. So, we’ve
done some things extraordinary well-done. On the other hand, we’ve asked every department to have an after-
action plan to write down every single day what could be better.

I have a whole list in front of me, I do and at the end of every day I add to it. And there’s a lot of things that I
think we can address to be even more prepared going into the future. It’s a little too early to reveal all of that
now, not because it’s a secret but because of the comparisons between and amongst departments should
take place. But we will have an after-action plan.

Governor Phil Murphy: Judy, where did your grandmother live?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Governor Phil Murphy: New Brunswick, New Jersey. God rest her soul.

Yeah, let there be no doubt, and we’re going to keep it moving here but let there be no doubt – we will do a
rigorous and it will be fully transparent, the results of which at least post-mortem. We have no choice and we
will make sure of that. You have my commitment. And I please God ask that we do one nationally as well,
again, no politics, bipartisan, just the facts like the 9/11 Commission that one of my mentors, Governor Tom
Keane Chaired and Lee Hamilton was the Vice Chair for which. That’s what we need as a country and we’ll
have I’m sure some version of that for our state.

Please, you good? Okay. Anybody in the back. Sir? Who are you with again?

Carlos Ramirez, New Brunswick Today: Carlos Ramirez, New Brunswick Today.

Governor Phil Murphy: You guys are with the same operation? Okay, so we do have one… You have to help
us out here. I thought, Mahen, we were limiting to one per org so just please help us out going forward. Go
ahead.

Carlos Ramirez, New Brunswick Today: I just wanted to ask what type of aid is being offered to low-
income families, especially immigrant families that have been left out of work and their kids are at home?
And also, in the jails that are quarantined, why haven’t they been tested?

Governor Phil Murphy: Brendan, we’ll come down front here after this. Matt can talk about the former but
we have a whole series of things through the Department of Human Services largely that are directed at
communities that are typically, in a normal time are being left behind, never mind at a time of crisis. And I
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don’t want to go through and list the whole set of programs for you, in fact I don’t know that I have it off the
top of my head. But you know, we are an immigrant nation and this state is the immigrant state, and we wear
that as a badge of honor.

I think like any community, Judy, we’re testing symptomatic folks regardless of where you are in the state. So,
we’re not sort of hiving off one particular category. The only time I think we’ve done that either A) certain
counties have asked that just their residents be tested at their testing sites. And we, with the FEMA partners
have designated days like today where we’ve said healthcare workers and first responders. Am I right in
terms of the Corrections population as well?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Exactly.

Governor Phil Murphy: Yeah. Matt, anything you want to add in terms of immigrant communities? We can,
Mahen, let’s get back from Carole Johnson. We’ll give you a more specific rundown of some of the programs
that we have up and running for our immigrant brothers and sisters. Thank you. Come on down, please. Good
afternoon.

Reporter: Good afternoon.

Governor Phil Murphy: Welcome back.

Reporter: Oh, thank you. So, I’ll ask four questions, I’ll just rattle them off. The focus so far has been largely
on North Jersey and the surge that’s happening there. I remember from an earlier press conference there
being a lot of concerns about bed capacity in the south as well. You mentioned Woodbury, you mentioned the
AC popup but I’m curious how you’re going to manage other supplies when the south sees its surge while the
north is probably still at peak or coming down off its peak. So, that’s the first one. The second one, a lot of
reports in the national media the last couple weeks, or last week rather, about problems with testing results –
false negatives coming back. I think the suggestion is something like 30% of COVID patients are testing
negative. Do you have any thoughts about just that generally and how that might affect the use of PPE? I’ve
heard some complaints from hospital executives about it’s important to figure out who’s negative, that way
you’re not using, burning supplies on those patients. The third one’s a block grant question. You’ve mentioned
the importance of getting flexibility from the federal government. Based on your conversations with
Administration officials, do you believe they’ll actually provide you with that flexibility? I know that that’s what
you hope for but I’m asking if you think that’s going to happen. And then, the last one is a little bit of an easier
one. You mentioned sourcing PPE and other materials from outside the US. I just wanted to see how those
efforts are going, if there’s any news to report there. Thank you so much.

Governor Phil Murphy: My pleasure, thanks for coming. I’m going to give a couple of general comments,
Madame Commissioner, and then over to you, is that alright? And by the way, Pat, you shouldn’t hesitate to
come in here as well. So, a couple things. On the regional pieces, the south, while there were certain counties
that I showed on that heat map that are hotter but lower numbers, there are other counties that have
meaningful numbers – Camden’s got just under 500 positives, they’ve lost 8 lives; Burlington’s got just under
500 positives, they’ve lost 10 lives, etc. Gloucester, I was on with Steve Sweeny earlier, 215 positives, 3 lost
lives. So, it is in every county.

Judy, to her great credit has regionalized the response to this, and that’s going to allow us to be much
broader in the way that we deal with a particular part of the state. Clearly, we’re in a world of hurt up north.
We’re in a pretty close world of hurt in the central part. It isn’t at that level yet in the south. Kevin O’Dowd, the
CEO of Cooper is our point person in the south, working with Virtua, obviously working with Pat and folks in
terms of the popup in Atlantic City which is due to be ready to go on the 14th.

And you rightfully point out that we go into this with a smaller population clearly in the south but with a still
less than, probably on the post-mortem list still a less-than-adequate healthcare infrastructure in the south,
even for that population. I’ll let Judy add to that.

Testing results, in terms of – this is largely how long it takes to get back, or positives that turn out to be
negatives or negatives that were positives?
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Reporter: It had to do with false negatives. So, there’s worries about testing, the accuracy of the tests
themselves.

Governor Phil Murphy: Got it. I’ll let the experts answer that. I haven’t heard a whole lot of that but I will say
this – just because you’re, I think it’s fair to say just ‘cause you tested negative a week ago Monday doesn’t
mean you’re going to stay negative forever. And that’s not a false negative, that’s just the fact that this is a
movie, not a snapshot.

Block grants, too early to tell. Frankly, it’s too early to tell. We had some strong assurances at very senior
levels of the Administration. I’ll leave the details to themselves. We let our concerns be known as this bill was
being hatched to the highest levels in both chambers in Congress as well as to the Administration. It’s too
early to tell. We need maximum flexibility or we can’t continue to do the job that we’re doing. And so, that is to
be determined.

Listen, a big chunk of my conversation with President Clinton today was on this very question of how are you
thinking about sourcing, in particular not jut around the country but around the world? If we were fishing I’d
say we’ve got a lot of lines in the water right now. We’ve purchased now 10 million items costing tens and
tens and tens of millions of dollars as the State of New Jersey. This is a line of business we weren’t in six
weeks ago and we’re now a huge player. But we’re talking morning, noon and night.

I was exchanging notes this morning with folks in Taiwan as I mentioned, the past 48 hours the PRC as well
as Germany. I’d say China feels to me, outside the United States, the deepest pond – to use the fishing
analogy – in which we’re fishing. And we’re getting hits here and there but we’re going to stay at it, and I
would say if we’ve got really big news on that front we’ll let you know.

Judy, any comments you want to add, and then Pat, anything you want to add?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Well, first you know, we’ve tested over 72,000 people. Our
positivity rate is about 42%. I don’t know what the false negative or the false positive rate is, Dr. Tan, so I’m
going to send it over to you.

State Epidemiologist Dr. Christina Tan: So, these tests, the PCR tests are really good at picking up disease
if you have disease. So, the way that the tests work is that they pick up small amounts of genetic material
from the virus. And because there’s been a focus on testing individuals who have been symptomatic, there’s
definitely a much greater chance then that you’re going to be picking up individuals with disease. That’s why
we’ve had a really high positivity rate in general. And again, getting back to the issue of the sensitivity the
ability to pick up infection when it’s there – it is considered to be very high in this particular test.

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: And in terms of how we’re organizing the state, the Governor
hit upon some of this – we’ve separated the state into the north, central and south regions, and the Level I’s
are what we call the collaborating agencies.

The reason for that is to have the capacity to transport not only equipment and supplies in a very expedient
manner but also to be able to transport patients so they get to the appropriate level of care. The Level I’s not
only have ground transport, as you know, they also have air transportation – because it may be that we may
have to transport someone from the north part of the state who is in critical condition, who has to go to an
appropriate bed in the southern part of the state.

So far, we’ve moved a few things around, ventilators being the one that comes to top of mind because we’ve
had to do that. It’s too early to tell how much movement we’re going to have because every hospital, and
we’re confirming all of this, has increased their actual bed capacity – putting beds and stretchers in areas
that have never been used before but have the appropriate ability to take care of patients.

So, for example, PACUs, post-anesthesia recovery rooms are being used as patient care areas because we’re
not doing elective surgeries. We know that one hospital has set up a portion of their cafeteria with beds to be
able to take care of patients. We also know that almost every hospital and particularly in the north right now
is increasing their critical care capacity because they have to. We had projected two and a half weeks ago
that the critical care capacity had to increase by 100% from 2000 licensed beds to 4000.
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So, every hospital is doing what they have to do. The surge, I think we’re in the beginning of it in the north and
we may have to move a lot, have a lot of movement of patients, supplies and equipment so that people get
taken care of. We monitor that every eight hours. Does that help?

Governor Phil Murphy: Judy, thank you. Anything on PPE, Pat?

State Police Superintendent Col. Patrick Callahan: I would just add to remind – the universe that we are
trying to address is healthcare, it’s first responders, Corrections, Juvenile Justice Commission, the retail
workers, Human Services, Children and Families. And this morning I spoke to a funeral director because
they’re at the tail end of this, and whether they’re cremating or embalming we’re even talking about burn rates
for funeral directors – which is a discussion that is a sobering reality.

So, when we talk about that and the procurement efforts that are underway, we are trying to do that all with
all hands on deck with regards to whoever picks up the phone or goes onto www.covid19.nj.gov
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov) – whether it’s a donation, whether it’s a manufacturer, whether it’s somebody, a
distributor who says, “I’ve got it.” We are tracking down every one of those, and I think I mentioned it
yesterday. We’ve spent $27 million so far and I anticipate we’ll be spending a lot more, and hopefully that
we’re able to get it in our warehouses and out to those who need it as soon as possible.

Governor Phil Murphy: I think actually, and you said this yesterday – the $27 million is actually for the stuff
we’ve gotten, and it’s another tens and tens and tens beyond it. This is not cheap stuff. Jared Maples is with
us. I just want to say, a friend just sent – just checking my phone, that this is a flyer that’s on Facebook before
we get to you, John, and I apologize.

“Homeland Security…” by the way, this is what’s out here. We have no evidence whatsoever that any of this is
true, and if we had evidence otherwise we would tell you. “Homeland Security is preparing to mobilize the
National Guard, preparing to dispatch them across the US along with military. Everyone home, etc., they’ll
announce at the end of the weekend. Stock up on whatever you need to make sure you have a two-week
supply of everything. Please forward to your family and friends.”

This is complete BS, right? So, I’m sure it’s a non-US, I won’t name them by name but I suspect somebody, a
foreign actor is involved in something like this. We know of no… A friend of mine has just sent this to me. We
have no evidence that anything like that is being considered but that is intended to get people to panic. And
that’s the last thing we need.

As I said, you win wars not because you panic. It’s also equally true it’s not business as usual but you’re
deliberate, you’re smart. You make your decisions based on facts and you reach deep for that well of great
courage and worth ethic that all of us need. So, I want to make sure in Jared’s presence, because he’d want
me to say this, none of what I just read a minute ago to the best of my knowledge or any of our knowledge is
true. Those are actors trying to make folks panic. That’s the last thing we need right now. John, please.

John Mooney, NJ Spotlight: A couple of quick questions on unemployment and then long-term care.
People who are having problems filing the claims and they need to call in, can you give them any guidance to
prevent the need for them to call in? Anything they should do in terms of making sure the application is right
the first time? Have you hired new staff to help handle this volume; particularly, have you found new Cobalt
programmers? And again, any details – people are clamoring for how they get the added federal benefit, the
$600. I know you mentioned that but just anything, more clarity on that? And the long-term care, do you have
a sense of how many providers are being noncompliant in terms of notification? We’re getting a lot of
anecdotal calls from families – is it widespread, is it a handful? And why not just name them now so that
people can know where their loved ones are or not, if they’re having those problems now?

Governor Phil Murphy: Rob, do you mind tackling John’s first three on unemployment?

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: I think I got them all. The $600,
there’s nothing anybody has to do. Once they’re eligible in claiming they will be able to get that $600
additional. As of right now, it’s going out as a separate payment. There’s nothing they need to do. It’ll come a
few days after their regular unemployment payment.

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/
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I just need to say one thing, though, that this is still a federally-administered program and a week plus now
we’re still waiting for guidance. I’m saying we’re good to go, we’re good to make the payment but until the
feds say, “Okay, go ahead,” we can’t make that payment. But I’m hopeful that we’re going to be the first state
to have that in people’s pockets. So, our systems are ready to go.

Secondly, how to keep from getting on the phone. I mentioned there’s a new FAQ which sounds boring, but if
you go to our website right now it was just posted last night. And a lot of it was to address a lot of those
questions. Like I said earlier, it’s hard to talk about specific issues for claimants, but a lot of the things in the
new FAQ that was posted last night, those 45 new questions answered on there are specifically about trying
to help people with the mistakes – not mistakes, the things that might popup, that would make something
become an agent intervention. So, trying to really mitigate and flatten our curve, because I think right now
we’re at the peak for our curve as far as unemployment filings.

Governor Phil Murphy: Please God, I hope.

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: Yes. As far as hiring new staff,
we are just trying to push staff up from other divisions. Sadly, it’s not… I can’t hire somebody, I can’t hire my
friend here and say, “Come be a UI claims examiner.” The training and knowledge you need for that is
extensive. I’ve been Commissioner for two plus years now and I couldn’t even come close to trying to be a
claims examiner for the ins and outs of federal law that you need to know.

So, we’re trying to do, not trying – we are doing – is following the lead of some of the states who are ahead of
us, like Washington State who had this first. They have a great program that I think they’re just instituting now
to have short trainings of other Department of Labor staff to be able to at least answer basic, generic
questions first and then filter them out, the ones that still need specific guidance on a specific claim – then
filter them down through the folks who are trained UI examiners.

Governor Phil Murphy: Rob, are those FAQs do you happen to know on the www.covid19.nj.gov
(http://www.covid19.nj.gov)?

Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development Rob Asaro-Angelo: I do not know but there’s
definitely a link to our unemployment site.

Governor Phil Murphy: Okay, so Mahen, can we just make sure that working with Rob and his team we get
them? And secondly, again, we need the federal help in a big way. So, you’ve heard us say that individuals
need it, small businesses need it, New Jersey needs it. Hospitals need it, transit systems need it, etc. This is a
little bit of a common theme. The guidance and the actual operating instructions on how these programs are
dispensed are a little bit slower to come to pass here than we would otherwise like. And I think that hurts
most importantly individuals, small businesses; it works its way through all the industries that are impacted –
healthcare obviously, transit, two big ones. But it also impacts the guidance that you asked about block
grants as well earlier.

Judy, long-term care?

Commissioner of Health Judith Persichilli: Yeah, I do not have specific numbers. It’s mostly anecdotal. I
have gotten two complaints directly to my email and I’ve not been notified of any complaints on our hotline.
However, because of the incidents of disease and the spread that we’re seeing, we are encouraging long-term
care, assisted living, all residences to carry out their obligation and develop a more open and trustful and
transparent relationship with their residents and their families. We’re giving them a chance to do that.

Governor Phil Murphy: And not much of a window. We will take action. Anybody else in the room, any
quickies? Real quick, sir, please. Hold on one second.

Darren Katz: Again, my name is Darren Katz. I just want to praise Seabrook in Tinton Falls which my parents
are residents of, two residents of 3219 residents – not one resident came out of their residence, not one
COVID patient’s been sick and not one person ill. So, by doing the protocol, which you said – lock yourself
indoors, spray your clothes, spray any packages that come in, it’s actually working. And the next two weeks
are going to be hell but I love my mom and dad and hopefully they’ll be back and I can see them in three or
four weeks.

http://www.covid19.nj.gov/
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Governor Phil Murphy: How old are they?

Darren Katz: 91 and 87.

Governor Phil Murphy: God bless them.

Darren Katz: My dad’s a former speechwriter for Ford, Reagan, Dole unfortunately, I’m sorry.

Governor Phil Murphy: He worked for Reagan?

Darren Katz: He worked for Ronald Reagan.

Governor Phil Murphy: He must have been a hell of a speechwriter.

Darren Katz: Yeah, very tight with Michelle Macon and he used to write for Bill Buckley as well.

Governor Phil Murphy: Wow, those are some serious orators so God bless them both.

Darren Katz: Yes, sir. You’re doing a great job, sir.

Governor Phil Murphy: Thank you, sir. Everybody, thank you. I want to thank the Commissioner of the
Department of Health, again the woman who needs no introduction Judy Persichilli to my right and Dr.
Christina Tan, State’s Epidemiologist to her right. Thank you both and all of your teams, extraordinary
leadership. Rob Asaro-Angelo, the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Workforce Development to
my left – thank you, Rob, in this hour of need. Superintendent Col. Pat Callahan, to you and your teams. Jared
Maples.

A couple of reminders. Again, tomorrow will be on paper unless there’s a meaningful, material reason to
gather even by telephone, in which case we will reserve that right and let you know. Monday we’ll be back
here and we’ll be doing it at 2:00 unless you hear otherwise because of the White House VTC.

This is as somber a day as we have had and every one of them has been somber. But to think that New
Jersey’s toll has passed the toll that we suffered on 9/11 takes your breath away. So, to each and every single
one of the lives we lost on 9/11, and to each and every single one of the lives which we’ve lost so far and will
lose, sadly, is in or prayers. God rest their souls.

We will do everything we can. There is no price too high for us to try to save every single life we can. This is
again, a war. We are in a war. We win these wars not by panicking and not by business as usual but doing the
stuff that New Jerseyans do naturally and better than anybody else in this country or anywhere in this world.

Most importantly, we row the boat together and right now that means stay at home. Keep social distance. Do
the big things and the small things. And remember, as diverse as we are, we’re an extraordinary family that
comes together like no other state or no other place in the world at a time of crisis.

This is a time of crisis. We’re one New Jersey family. We rise and fall and rise again as one family and we will
do that in this case and in every case. God bless you all and thank you.
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