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CHAPTER 20 

UNFAIR MOTORfUELS PRAC'f:ICES ACT 

Authority 
' ' ' 

Unless otherwise expressly noted, all provisions of this chapter_ were 
adopted by the Division of Taxation,pursuant to authqrity delegat-
ed at N.J.S.A. 56:6-19 through 32 and were filed and became 
effective prior to September 1, 1969. -

· CHAPTER TABLE_ OF. CONTENTS 

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERALPROVISIONS AND 
- DEFINIDONS - . -

18:20-1.1 General provisions 
18:20_:_ 1.2 Words and phrases defim~d 

/ 18:20-1.3 _ through 18:2Q-1.10 (Reserv~d) 

! 

. . ' / . . ·.--• 
SUBCHAPTER 2. ,VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 
18:20-2.1 Acts lessening competition maybe l]lisdemeanors -
18:20..:2.2 Contracts · , · -- - ·-( · -
18:20-2.3 Court action 
18:20-2.4 Penalty for violations 
18:20-2.5 ·suspension.,pr revocation of license 
18:20-2.6 Gasoline· sales during license suspension 
18:20-2,7 License suspension review -

. . ·. .·, 

SUBCHAPTER l. _ GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 
DEFINITIONS' 

18:20-1.1 . General provisions 
Unfair -Motor Fuels Practices Act was passecLby the State· 

Legislature in order to combat urifair colllpetition in inar~ ·, 
\keting •- practices, prevent waste harmful to . the . public _ and 
'improve the supply of motor fuel, and th¢reby promote the 
general economic welfare of the pe()ple of this State. 

18:2(hl.2 -·words· and phrases· defined 

, The following words and terms, when used hi this Chap-
ter, shall have. the follmying meanings, unless the conJext • 
clearly_ indicates otherwise: 

"Branded motor fuel" 1 llleans that _ mo~or fuel which' a 
retail dealer sells using the trade name of the refiner or 
supplier. 

. : 

"Director" means the Director of the Division of Tax~-
. tion in_ the Department of the Treasury. 

• ' . ? • • • 

' ••• ( . • ·_ ,"' . . ' ·: . i :, ; · ••• _· 

"Distributor or refiner or supplier" means and includes 
every person, wherever resident or located, who import~ or 
causes to be imported into this State motor fuels for distd.:: -
bution or sale after the same reaches this State, whether in' 
the original packages or containers in which· it is imported 
o~ otherwise; and also any person who produces, refines, 

18:20-2.1 

manufactures, blends, colllpounds or causes to be produced, 
refined, . manufactured, blended or compounded fuels, and 
distributes or sells the same within this State. - -

. i . 
,·1 . 

' "Tank wagon price'' ineans the invoice cost 9f motor fu~l 
to the retailer. ' 1 

"Wholesaler'' means ariy person who engages in_ the 
. business of selling-·motor -fuels to other persons who- resell 

the1 said motor . fuel or_ who place or have the said Juel . 
placed into their containers or storage tanks for future 
consumption. The words "containers" or "storage tanks" as 
p.erein used do not apply to vehicle service tanks used only 
to carry motor fuels Jor use i!)- propelling only the v~hicle 
. carrying such tanks. - · 

Statutory References 
N.LS.A. 56:6-21. 

18:2(hl.3 through -18:2(hl.\O - (Reseryed) 

SUBCHAPTER 2. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

· 18:20-2.1 · Acts lessening competition may be 
. misdemeanors 

" f 

· • It is a violation -of the Act, ~iid punishable as . a misde-
meanor, for ariy distributor, refiner, wholesaler or supplier, 
with intent to injure competitors or destroy or substantially 
lessen competition: · 

. (a) To offer, directly or.indirectly, a rebate, concession,.· 
aUowante,,discount ()f benefit, of any kind or nature whatso-
ever, · in conriection with the· sale · or distribution of motor 
fuel or other products marketed'by the ·distributor, refiner, 
wholesaler or supplier except that this provision does not 
· apply to discounts uniformly applied for timely payments, 
quantity, .or quality; or · · 

(b) To 1ease,or make a contract, on·condition,_ promise, 
agreement or understanding, where the effect of suchlease, 
contract. on condition, promise, ,agreement or/understanding 

, may be to substantially lessen competition that the leasee or 
pur,chaser thereof does n(,)t use or deat h:i goqds, wares, 
-merchandise,. supplies _ or other commodities of a competitor 
of such ~distributor, refiner, wholesaler or supplier except 
tllat this prnvision does1 not apply to tanks of pumps jf 

. furnished by the distributor, refiner, wholesaler -or·. supplier 
· to be . used in the _ distribution of its motor· fuel; or 

( c} To discriminate, either directly or indirectly, in tank 
wagon price between different retail dealers purchasing the 
same grade,. quality or quantity of branded motor . fuel, 
except to meet competition. · 
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···.i~attt .. ·•:;·;~::!~th:;:~t't:~:tt~~:~ii~:i~0!~it,~;:-•.-
maintairi ari action for damages and costs of suit in any 
courl of comp~tent jurisdiction. · , · ·_ . -_ : · 

··''. 

... ·.. . . :· : 
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