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During the fisoul your 1949-50, the Division of the State Libdrary

pade importent guins in strongthening its services to the ftste by the eddition

 of now stoff sposielictss Of cutsteniing dmportance wes the eppointment of

a trained lawyer-librarian as Head of the law Library Pureau end the eprointe
ment of a Supervigor of School Library Servicas in the Publie and School Library
Services Bureosu, The sfdition of these highly trained librarisns to key
positions muterielly strengthens the Divislon's staff and makes possidla the -
wialun ac aervices, t!w nee& for which hng begn mmimﬂ for mw yaerl.

e dpese 'ihsm key appolntments ure part of the lenge-range plan whidh has

rcr 1ts gorl the dovelopnent of & strong end highly eoffective state lideory
sgencye Eventunlly it is hoped, we shell have a Otate ubmry sihich will

porve af sm informution nerve denter for all agenaies of State guvermment,
‘Ineloding the Iegisisture, the Jourts eall the Executive Departwents. Alreudy
& splendid beginning has been sade towsnd the epcstion of s firsterats rofsronce

and resonreh libruyy and an excellent core staff ia now busily engaged in

organizing the librory's splendid collections for mare effective use, A8
an exanmple of the tangidble resulls alresdy being achisved in this direction,

. sttontiom i invited to the improved legislative yeference servise now being

provided, TInerezaingly the Lidrary ls sexving the leglelature by parforming
besic romsarch for lepgislntive eamittess sprointed to study emd rezort on a
given audject and furthey gains in thias gervics erea are anticipoted in the
eoning yeor. As for book as 1914 {chap, 29, M. J. loaw, 1914) the Dtate
Library une deaignated as the scurce of ressarch ald to the' legislature dut

until the prosont time, no prent amount of research weg done for the Legislatora,

Betnuse of stoff limitations the service wos confined largely to collecting and

distriduting legislative bills, efc., "keoping n legislutive history of the

bille end compiling and distributing the "Doseriptive List of Jows and Joint
Resolutions.® It is bolieved that the Legislative Reforsnce work will inoreces

' messurebly during the years shesd and all preprrations ers deing made to mset

the needs of tre Tegislature by acquiring new materials end organising them
for most effeotive use, A special Isgislative Refoereonce Alcovo has been
gstablished with sopurate sections set aside for muterisls gethered for o
conmittens, comisnions or individunl leglslators upon request., The goal of
ing the best possible kind of litrary sarvics to tho Inzislatuu mupia

‘-- to;p priority anong the mmlan'a znna-tam objectives,.

I %he work of sach 6F en Bosesns ie haspered by lack of stefy na‘l

ﬂn Librayy camnot hope to schieve its maxirum upefulness until additional

personnel i mede availadle. ' At thé prosent time our most serious lack ie e
the clerical end stenographie field, It was sntieipeted thnt sueh a sitestion
would develoy Tollowing the appointment of additional ataff speelalistas bus

' the proncunced inercase in both the volizwe and the tempo of the work of sach

. of the four bursaus has excesded cur highest sstimntes, Vo have now resched the
. point where our clerionlestenographic staff is umeble to keop up with the daily

! work lond.,  As & result, professional lidrarimns frequently ayre foreed %0, . -
porform clerical tesks -- an ‘vbvicus waste of expenaive menpowers . I8 4810y
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namd that aaaxt.xom clerical essistence be sdded at the earnoss R
Naa;lbla date to relisve this situation. o o

—%he appointment of a tratned lamr-nbreﬂan as Hoed of the I.a\r ‘

i !mery Burcau has matorially strengthened this importent eompopent of ths

' Division. Miss Margaret E. Coonan drings to the post a rich background ctt
. sxperience which includas many years' service in the following posts: '
Associste Librarian, Baltimore Bar Library; Assistant Librarisn, Iagulattw %
Refersnce Library, Baltimore, ¥eryland; and Law Librarian, Railrcoed Retirement =
Boerd, Chicego, Illinois., Miss Coonsn 414 not begin her new duties until
lete June 1950 and therofore & full report of developments in the Law Library
. field will not be made until next ysar, However, a brisf statisticsl review '
' eovering the pericd from September to June 1950 makes it clear that the Law
Idvrary is a very asctive agency ssrving & wide clientele, During this ten

. momths perioed, the Iaw Library au served 90 Judges and 50 Legislators as

i 'mll ng 4228 lawyers and 10Z6 i@ployees of the mcutiw &cpar&mntn.

'i‘ 31'9: - ccmittm

£ 3 bl ,‘,, .. An $mportant atap in strengthoning the ralationahip between t!u s
158 &“admlury and the Library Division was the appoiniment by Chisf Justice Arthur

D%y Vanderbilt of sn Advieory Committee on the law Lidbrery, This committes

gonsisting of Justice Heher and Justice Oliphant will sorve @s & liaisom advisory
group on such matters ag book purcheses, hours of opening, borrowing privileges,
ete. - The formation of this ¢ommitteo is purticularly opportune, coming as it
does in the middle of the reform of the State's juligiel gysteme. The Suyreme
Court has leid great emphasis on the importance of lawyers subtmitting good

briefs an& has decided to reject those which do not meet the standards of the
Court, ' This deeisiocn makes it more important than ever that lawyers, as well

as judges have acoess to first-rate luw libraries in which they can do significent
-nueareh.

; o To insere that *.kw State law Library securea 2ll nocessary basio
mtozlall from other states, we have inmproved the systen of exchange with other
state iidbraries. In this way it is hopod to edtain State Codes, Session laws,
Panphlet Lews, ond Court Reports. Yhere the laotsst annotated State Codes

4o not zvailadle by exchange they will de obtained by direet purchase., In
addition, bidliographies, publishers' lists, and book reviews have been checked .
%0 keep sbreast of the latest Law Texts and purchaces sre mede after careful o
sonsideration of needs smd epsts, CSubsoripticns to edditional legal perioﬂieah
have been plaoe& to hprm t-hn Law Librur'a ceuaat.ian in this umtm field
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: Although the nnk.ed.' 8 trained fulletime Arshivist is sorely !‘llt,
; msmntls progress was mede by the Bureau, particularly in the uxmﬂlnins
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- of Btate wecords. Over 8,000,000 records were placed an film during this
- period roleasing aprroxim=tely 7000 cuble foel of storage spuce. The mmount
of filing eguipment thus uade gvaileble has resulded in considerclls sevings .
. %0 the State by making it unnogessary to purahase additionnl £iling cabinets,
———?orhaps the moat importent savings of all, however, heve come from those. - .
. micrefilming projects mhich huve not been approveds In some inslences sherve
romuests to micrffilm csrtain blocks of records resulted in e detniled examie
sation of the types of records inwolved, projects have bdesn diasspproved begause |
the incidence of use of the rocords 4id nod fmatify either rilming or retnining.
In such essva the records were simply destroyed after a proper suthorization
 ball been prepsred under the provisions of R.3. 47:3-1 governisg the destrustion :
- @f publis recoxdls, As sucoessor to the formmey Fublie Record Office, the Bureau of
Zrchives and Ristory exurcizea general supervislon over the making, preservation i
- ond dostruction of a1l jublis reserds at state, ccunty end loosl lsvels. Iiuch
.+ significant work ia being done im this field dut the Divisolon 4s hanpored by
¢ tho lack of & tenined Archivist to devote fulletime to this importast teok.
. Binilurly, the present laws goveraing the destruction of records, partioulerly
. those which have been kicorofilmed, ave in need of revieions It 48 hopsd that
@ new and more effective statute covering this fsportant mjm m:. be s.utw-
Ji  Auoed et the next uui.«m of ths lagisiubure,
"?1 A st T ¢
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L soeamplish two definite cbjestives: {1) to neke the library an invaluable
/1 pessayel sud biblisgrophic adjunet of State govermrent and (8) to meke the
anique resources of the library avallsble to every olitizsn of the Stete. The
mothods employed in order to ascomplish the first objestive were; (1) to seek
: a ¢loser worting relatiopnship with the waricus exesutive departzentsy (2) to
i_ prepere bibliographies and eolleotions with refereonce to legialative problemsg
and (&) to attempt to keep the various spensies inforved about the varicus
gummnt docunments which might be of specisl interest to thems Operating
in concert with the PBureau of Library Services, the Reference Library has Lrought
sloser to reality its objestive of hecoming the eontral reference raservolr of
. the State. In conformanoe with this effert, most of the saterials in the Library,
with the gensral excapbion of gencalogy snd Jersoyana, are now evailsble for
. intere-libtrary losne letters broaching probloms or inguiries &re answered with
. pesonreh cormonsarate with the importancs of the subjeat. As an indication
that tkig pwjor objective is being schieved, it may be noted that almost 3000
: pwesons regeived reference sssidtance durdng the yesare. Moro thon 3,000 of these
wore served in person with ¢elephons and meil finguiries ecoounting for tho remeinder,
Ovar 12,000 itens - bocks; pamphlets, state and felleral docuuwonis -« wore added ;
to the Library's collestions in the twelve month periocd. The Ceneral Roference
Livruyy has thus striven to make its services tyuly state-uide in ghuraster - with
the depart=ents of state sowmnt m tho a&tim of the ntuh eqnnuy ch-.uns
itﬂ ﬂmlc L

\ Oaa mjur mml ch!mm aecwa in the Beferencs Lilmuv &u:'ina
thu pu-. Miss Kathurine Be Rogers, who hed served for more than 85 years as
refevenge librarias, rctim. m was sumum br thc mm mxm, Iﬁh
iw 3‘. Galneas ¢ ; 3 _ % Wt Lenatdey
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- Thaa hck of mﬂtasm amrr hu for tho past several yoars been
an soute problem for the 1library. lacking at the precent time, ars a paps,
sho conld devote his entirs sttention to shelving end rpalnfaining the stacks
in proper eondition, end a ssnicr librerien, tw uasist the Reference Lilwarisn.

e -In order to cope with the overerowdsd wmuon of the aleoves, i%
iﬁ mummaﬁ that magngine raoke Ve purchased. The removel of the periodlicels
from the aleove in which they are at prusont locsted will pernit one half of
- this cromded aloove to be usod Tor the highly comprozsed New Jersoy material.
0ok peck will also fmollitete the use end dlspley of the pericdiicalss

Bnptmhar 3, 1949 trought two eignificant additions ta the .
mfmlm& staff of the Jublle snd School Librery Bervices Burpan. On that
- date krse. Juns Hoboon begun her duties ¢s the States® first Children and
Young Feople's Libdrary Coneultent, making ¥ow Jorsey the twenty fourth State
to establish such a positions Althougl her appointment Yoeans effoative
on July lst. 1549, Y¥rs, Hobasom was pormitted to varry cut her ocamitment to
moh st Trenton State Teschers Collegs for the surxmer session and thus 414 s
tiot begin hor £ie)d work until Ssptembar, Joining the staff et this time :
sleo wos Miss Maythe He Davis, forserly Libearlan, Tenafly High Schoole . |
¥ice Davis sucosoded 3ias Dthol S Drown {retired June 50, 1049} as lending .
Soxvices Litraricn. Two otler sifnificunt staff changes wers mede of this
same time,  Ers. Janet Uimmerman lcelinlay, who hed beon serving ns Yublis
“Livrary Suparvisor, vas sssigned as Acting Hewd of the Buresu, in sddition .
to her othor dutiess  This errmngement, plasing the menagement of the
extension cgoney unfey tho 4irecd supervision of a akilled evdminisztrator is
paying dividends in the form of botlor mansgoment of 4he Burceun's varied
operations. Jeong the sipnificsnt improveronts nade hove been the re-allccte
tion of dutivs of all members of the Hurcau stsff, including the establishmend
of 8 stenographic pool uinder the supervislon of Mrse Hox jorie Ven Henn,
Unfortunately ¥rs, Van Ness' prolonged iliness hus dolayed the completion
of this worthwhile project, - %o further strengtheon the Burecu's field services,
Hre. Yabel Niemeyer, who had been serving ms sesistant to the Jublie lLibrery
Supervisor, wis sssigned ws Adnld Kiucation Iihrarisn. JIn her new coapacity
Mrs, Hiemoyer will have sbarpe of work with spselsl groups such as the FoT.Ae
tna the State Mmttm u:t Rmn'a cnm. " s

In—&nrr&m int

Foeur One-Day Reglonal Institutes were held duriug the yosr, tares of
-hioh were in the nniuxe of pgeneral training snd one specializing ia adult ..
education. - The progrems, which were especially planned for tho bensfit |
of the aman.er librariss ineluded demonutzations and discussions of molern
mothods and technizues. The excellent attendense «d these Insntitutes and
rogionsl meotinge mekes 1t eloar thet they furnish ons of the meoet satisfactory
vays of roaching librarians snd trastess in the amnller cormunitios, | ¥hile
it in rocognized thot oxtnosion courses and other formel progrems of study
e noeded, there sye muny individasls who &o not possess the fundamental
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i sduestion shioh permit them to study for a degrea in library soiencs.
" Foy thepa indivifusls, institutes, wckshops and alinics offer the beost
noons by which this large group oan badoms more professisnally adept
and offective in thelr owm lidraries. Rurthér activities along this
‘ :3,1::& B9 planned for the ooing yoar, . // R e e

gay_,t mmgmg -
,»-r/’.’” 2% .&nother meta ut.inudl to carry odugation to the psople are book

oxhibits placed ot enlooted moetings of state groups m& orgnmmzmm. !
This yeur 27 exhibits wers showm, ronging in size from 08 to 450 books and
m-n;ﬁlets, and in subjsect interesd from ageisulture and lahar munogement
to homarmking, femily life, arta for leisurs, healih, safety and numsrous
other timoly subjoots, - One of the most importent developments clong this’
line were the Fersnts® Bookshalven which were sent to more than 20 librarvies
or parent toachowrs orgnnizations for the use of parent eduention study
groups, The Buresn alse goopercied with the New Jorsey Tuterculonis League
and the State Depurtment of Edusaetion by supplying books for a Health Vorke
‘shop confusted at the Trenton U“tate Touchers College for a uluam group
of New Jersay teonchers and Mlping taan}mm.

York w , Sahool and Youny Moanle

Bettor sducaticnal apmrtmnm for overy child in Hew :faraay are
ho:.ng sade possible by the work of the now consultant. Every effort 43 beling
mode to encourage the wider use of dooks as & moung of enrishing the lives
¢f ehildren in our sohoolss  In this connection, 38 telks were m=ds to
teaghers, librarisns, purents and children and 62 visits were mede to schools,
libraries and other institutions. Xloven spocial exhibits wers prepared
end dlsplaysd in w.tm points throughout the atate,

In =0 attonmpt to improve tﬁucatxml opyortunities for New Jersey
ghidren, in the less populous arcas, 87 traveling lidraries wore plaged
throughout the Stote, Those consist of sollsctions of B0 to 200 books
pent to rural schools thnt do not huve adequate library servicos, Titleas
sre cavefully oslected mesoxding to the sges, reading sbility, reading
interests and location of the schiool o library concernsd. These traveling
livrarios are engerly weloomel by children is the rural arens, 4 teschoy

. from a rurnl school in Cumberland County wrobte "The traveling library was =~
. ‘used by 48 pupils. Xach bhook was read by an svernge of 8 children, Of
the 48 enrolisd, only 4 had gver had the opportonity of going to & 1itwary.
To heve g0 many booka avallable was a wonferful experisnce for our ¢lagnese*

W Phrough the gonorous cosperation of the State FYederation of

‘zcmm's Slube, “"Teati-Age Cornsrs™ wers esbablished in libraries of two

Yow Jorsey comuunities.  These attructively decorated “gorners™, eapcoially
plenned to attract snd interest readers of the higheschool age, ware furnisheld
_‘thronah a yroject sponsoved by the Ndusational Division of the New Jerssy

.
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State Federation of Women's Clubse The first was establisched in the
Toodbury Fublie Library, the seoond in the Bound Brook Iublic Libraxy. )
“These two demonstrationa have aroused great interest throughout the

/Ptate and other libraries have beon encouraged to esteblish similey |

‘unito, frequently with the help of the local women's olub.

/ AR S, LB

A

legisiation © - /‘,‘/

'/ Chapter 189; Lews of 1950, s revision of the former county library
"law, permits groater expansion of eounty libraries and makes posaible multie

.- county libraries or regionss. The Audio Visuel Eill, Senmte 386 which becams

Chupter 228, laws of 1900, is importent in that county libraries ere
L euthorized to extond thelir sobivities to include films end reluted msterials

.| for schools and goneral use.

L]

During the year, the New Jersey library Assoolintion appolntsd a

. speeisl committee to study sad report on the poseibilities of strengthening
- ¥ew Jeorsey’s libraries by sons sort of regionsl ervangement. Tho Bureau

of Library Services was asked to assist the comittee by lending its faucte
finding and resvarch facilities a2s needod.

¥hile recognizing that New Jersey must dsvelop a plan that is

best suited to its own needas, the commitive has made en intonsive study
of aetivities and developments in othor states.s At the sems time, it has

- recognized the prime nacessity for meking a thorough evalustion of Few
Jerzey's resources and requirements with a view to frafting & sound, and

. economicnl state aid program for New Jersey libraries. It is hoped that
funds for an evaluative survey will be obtalned during the coming yeur acnd
that the resulting recommendations will encourage local lidbraries to combine

7 into larger units of service. The rocently pubdblished roport of the

. Cornople eponsorsd Tublic lLibwawry Inquiry strongly urgos thad the present

i 7.500 publie libraries of the country be combined into not more them 1200

for mont effagtive resultss If this same raetio were followed in Xew Jersey,

the present 300 separate and distinet libraries would e reduced to aprroxie
zutely 50 in nurmber. This does not mean that certain public libraries would
necesgarily be elininated altogether but rather that the very amzll and week units
would be encouraged to enter into a practionl working relationship with larges

- apd wore efficiont units in the same geogrephieal area. In general, this

1= similer in concept to the system which now obtains in the publis sohools
and which is recomuended for adoption by the loeal health districts of the
state., The gonmittes will contimme its intensive stuly of this problem in

. the year shead.

Re mnenﬁntioﬁg ‘

- Bplendid progress has been made in bullding a profaaatm stalf
of high quality but 4t is evjident that aldditional steff of both professicnals
and elericals is needed ir Bureau of Library Services is to accomplish



" poayee or out-of-print booka in all Wew Jersey libraries. The value of
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‘its tneic taocks. Speaificelly, ancther field worker ia peeded to supploment
“the tusk of the consultznta who give direct assistzncs to the public and
‘sahool librarica of the State. A permanent full-tinme assistant omtaloger

and = clerk are neoded 2lso to sssist the eataloger in processing the £lood

af btooks nnd other nmaterials thet remch the libwsry dasilye The addition

of these two positions would muke possible the more somplete utilization

of thousands of valusble materials presently uncataloged. In addition, 1%

would be possible to begim & Union Catalog or locstor-guide to unusuel,

e R
{ el

such & catalog or gulde can scarcely be overestimated,
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