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SUBCHAPTER 1. AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AREAS 

2:76-1.1 Applicability 

This subchapter applies to County Agriculture Develop­
ment Boards and Subregional Agricultural Retention 
Boards when identifying and receiving State Agriculture 
Development Committee certification for agricultural devel­
opment areas. 

2:76-1.2 Definitions 

As used in this subchapter, the following words and terms 
shall have the following meanings: 

"Agricultural Development Area", hereinafter referred to 
as ADA, means an area identified by a county agriculture 
development board pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-18 and certified by the State Agriculture Development 
Committee. 

"Board" means a county agriculture development board 
established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-14 or a subregional 
agricultural retention board established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-17. 
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2:76-1.2 

"Committee" means the State Agriculture Development 
Committee established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-4. 

Amended by R.1984 d.274, effective July 2, 1984. 
See: 16 N.J.R. 947(a), 16 N.J.R. 1714(a). 

Amendments to definitions. 

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

2:76-1.3 Statutory criteria 
(a) The board may, after public hearing, identify and 

recommend an area as an agricultural development area, 
which recommendation shall be forwarded to the county 
planning board. The board shall document where agricul­
ture shall be the preferred, but not necessarily the exclusive, 
use of land if that area: 
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1. Encompasses productive agricultural lands which 
are currently in production or have a strong potential for 
future production in agriculture and in which agriculture 
is a permitted use under the current municipal zoning 
ordinance or in which agriculture is permitted as a non­
conforming use; 

2. Is reasonably free of suburban and conflicting com­
mercial development; 

3. Comprises not greater than 90 percent of the agri­
cultural land mass of the county; 

4. Incorporates any other characteristics deemed ap­
propriate by the board. 

2:76-1.4 Other criteria 

(a) The factors in this section that shall be considered by 
the board in developing criteria for the identification of 
agricultural development area(s) shall include, but not nec­
essarily be limited to, the following: 

1. Soils; 

2. Current and anticipated local land use plans and 
regulations; 

3. Farmland assessment status; 

4. Anticipated approvals for non-agricultural develop­
ment; 

5. Accessibility to publicly funded water and sewer 
systems; 

6. Compatibility with comprehensive and special pur­
pose county and State plans; 

7. Proximity and accessibility to major highways and 
interchanges; 

8. Minimum size of an ADA; 

9. Landowner sign-up; 

10. Land within boroughs, towns or cities; 

11. Inclusion of entire or partiallots and blocks; 

12. Land ownership; 

13. Natural and special features; 

14. Type and distribution of agriculture. 

(b) Guidelines for interpretation of the above factors may 
be obtained from the committee upon request. Requests 
shall be addressed to: 

The State Agriculture 
Development Committee 

\.._! CN 330 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

2:76-2.1 

2:76-1.5 Certification request 

(a) In order to obtain committee certification of board 
approval of ADAs, the board shall submit the following to 
the committee: 

1. Board certification that a hearing was held in com­
pliance with the Open Public Meetings Act, . N.J.S.A. 
10:4-6 et seq.; 

2. A copy of the approved minutes of the hearing 
which shall include a summary of the testimony; 

3. A comprehensive report consisting of the following: 

i. Discussion of factors considered for arriving at 
the adopted ADA criteria; 

ii. Adopted criteria for ADA identification; 

iii. A resolution of adoption of ADA(s); 

iv. Map(s), preferably but not necessarily U.S.G.S. 
(1:24000), showing the general location of the ADA(s) 
as defined by the application of the criteria. 

2:76-1.6 Committee review 

(a) The committee shall review board submissions pursu­
ant to N.J.A.C. 2:76-1.5. 

(b) In order to certify, the committee must make a 
finding that the board'S analysis of factors and resultant 
criteria are reasonable and consistent with the provisions of 
this subchapter. 

2:76-1.7 Certification 

Upon compliance with the provisions of this subchapter, 
the committee shall present to the Secretary of Agriculture 
its findings and recommendations to certify, to certify with 
conditions, or deny the request made pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
2:76-1.5. 

SUBCHAPTER 2. RIGHT TO FARM 

2:76-2.1 Definitions 

As used in this subchapter, the following words and terms 
shall have the following meanings: 

"Agricultural management practices" means practices 
which have been recommended by the State Agriculture 
Development Committee, and adopted pursuant to the pro­
visions of the Administrative Procedure Act, N.J.S.A. 
52:14B-1 et seq., which shall include, but not necessarily be 
limited to, air and water quality control, noise control, 
pesticide control, fertilizer application, integrated pest man­
agement and labor practices. 
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2:76-2.1 

"Board" means a county agriculture development board 
established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-17 or a subregional 
agricultural retention board established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-20. 

"Commercial farm" means: 

1. A farm management unit of no less than five acres 
producing agricultural or horticultural products worth 
$2,500 or more annually, and satisfying the eligibility 
criteria for differential property taxation pursuant to the 
Farmland Assessment Act of 1964, N.J.S.A. 54:4-23.1 et 

' seq.; or 

2. A farm management unit less than five acres, pro­
ducing agricultural or horticultural products worth 
$50,000 or more annually and otherwise satisfying the 
eligibility criteria for differential property taxation pursu­
ant to the Farmland Assessment Act of 1964, N.J.S.A. 
54:4-23.1 et seq. 

"Committee" means the State Agriculture Development 
Committee established pursuant to N.J.SA. 4:1C-4. 

"Farm management unit" means a parcel or parcels of 
land, whether contiguous or noncontiguous, together with 
agricultural or horticultural buildings, structures and facili­
ties, producing agricultural or horticultural products, and 
operated as a single enterprise. 

"Farm market" means a facility used for the wholesale or 
retail marketing of the agricultural output of a commercial 
farm, and products that contribute. to farm income, except 
that if a farm market is used for retail marketing at least 51 
percent of the annual gross sales of the retail farm market 
shall be generated from sales of agricultural output of the 
commercial farm, or at least 51 percent of the sales area 
shall be devoted to the sale of the agr~tural output of the 
commercial farm, and except that if a retail farm market is 
located on land less than five acres in area, the land on 
which the farm market is located shall produce annually 
agricultural or horticultural products worth at least $2,500. 

"Site specific agricultural management practice" means . a 
specific operation or practice which has been recommended 
by the appropriate board, or in a county where no board 
exists, the Committee, to constitute a generally accepted 
agricultural operation or practice. 

"State Soil Conservation Committee" means an agency of 
the State established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:24-1 et seq. 

Amended by R.1984 d.275, effective July 2, 1984. 
See: 16 N.J.R. 948(a), 16 N.J.R. 1714(b). 

Definitions amended. 
Amended and Recodified from 2:76-2.2 by R.1993 d.223, effective May 

17, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 622(a), 25 N.J.R. 1963(a). 

Old section was "Applicability''. Revised definition "Agricultural 
management practices" and added new definition "State Soil Conserva­
tion Committee". 
Amended by R.1999 d.198, effective June 21, 1999. 
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See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 
In "Agricultural management practices", inserted ", and adopted 

pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
N.J.S.A 52:14B-1 et seq.," following "Committee"; rewrote "Commer­
cial farm"; and inserted "Farm management unit", "Farm market" and 
"Site specific agricultural management practice". 

2:76-2.2 Procedure for recommending agricultural 
management practices 

(a) The Committee at its initiative may recommend agri­
cultural management practices. 

(b) Any person or organization may request the Commit­
tee to recommend agricultural management practices. 

(c) In considering agricultural management practices, the 
Committee may consult with the following agencies, organi­
zations, or persons: 

1. The New Jersey Department of Agriculture; 

2. The New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, 
including appropriate cgunty agents; 

3. County Agriculture Development Boards; 

4. The State Soil Conservation Committee; 

5. Any other states' Departments of Agriculture, land 
grant institutions or Agricultural Experiment Stations; 

6. The United States Department of Agriculture, or 
any other Federal governmental entity; or 

7. Any other organization or person which may provide 
expertise concerning the particular practice. 

(d) Upon the committee's recommendation, the agricul­
tural management practice shall be forwarded to the appro­
priate State departments and agencies and boards and any 
other individuals, officials or organizations deemed appro­
priate by the Committee. Agricultural management prac­
tices adopted pursuant to this section do not preclude a 
board or the Committee from recommending a site specific 
agricultural management practice pursuant to N.J.A.C; 
2:76-2.3 and 2.4, provided it is consistent with the agricul­
tural management practices adopted pursuant to this sec­
tion. 

New Rule and recodification of 2:76-2.2 Definitions to 2.1. R.1993 
d.223, effective May 17, 1993. 

See: 25 N.J.R. 622(a), 25 N.J.R. 1963(a). 
Section was "Definitions". 

Amended by R.1999 d.198, effective June 21, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 

In (c), added a reference to appropriate county agents at the end of 
2, inserted new 5 and 6, and recodified former 5 as 7; and rewrote (d). 

2:76-2.3 Recommendations of site specific agricultural 
management practices where a board exists 

(a) In counties where a board exists, a commercial farm 
owner or operator that meets the eligibility criteria pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-9 may make a request in writing to the 
board ~o determine if his or her operation constitutes a 
generally accepted agricultural operation or practice. 
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(b) In determining whether a commercial farm owner or 
operator meets the eligibility criteria pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

'J 4:1C-9, the board shall request the commercial farm owner 
or operator to provide the following in certification form: 

1. Proof that the commercial farm is no less than five 
acres, produces agricultural/horticultural products worth 
. $2,500 or more annually, listing said products, and is 
eligible for differential property taxation pursuant to the 
Farmland Assessment Act of 1964 or, if the commercial 
farm is less than five acres, produces agriculturaV horti­
cultural products worth $50,000 or more annually and 
otherwise satisfying the eligibility criteria for differential · 
property taxation pursuant to the Farmland Assessment 
Act of 1964; and 

2. Proof that the farm is located in an area in which, as 
of December 31, 1997 or thereafter, agriculture has been 
a permitted use under the municipal zoning ordinance 
and is consistent with the municipal master plan, or which 
commercial farm was in operation as of July 2, 1998. 

(c) The board shall advise the Committee and the munic­
ipality(ies) in which the commercial farm is located, in 
writing, of the receipt and nature of the request within 10 
days. 

(d) In recommending site specific agricultural manage­
ment practices, the board may consult with the following 

. /-- '\ agencies, organizations, or persons: 

0 1. The New Jersey Department of Agriculture; 

2. The State Agriculture Development Committee; 

3. The New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, 
including appropriate county agents; 

4. Other County Agriculture Development Boards; 

5. The State Soil Conservation Committee; 

. 6. Any other states' Departments of Agriculture, land 
grant institutions or Agricultural Experiment Stations; 

7. The United States Department of Agriculture, or 
any other Federal governmental entity; or 

8. Any other organization or person which may provide 
expertise eoncerning the particular practice. · 

(e) Upon the board's written recommendation, the site 
specific agricultural management practice shall be forwarded 
to the commercial farm owner or operator, the Committee 
and any other individuals or organizations deemed appropri­
ate by the board within 30 days of the recommendation. 

(f) Any person aggrieved by any decision of a board 
regarding site specific agricultural management practices 
may appeal the decision to the Committee in accordance 

. with the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
/ N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., and the Uniform Administrative 
\______../ Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C. 1:1, within 45 days from receipt 

of the board's final determination. 

2:76-2.5 

1. The decision of the Committee shall be considered a 
final administrative agency decision. 

2. If the board's decision is not appealed within 45 
days, the board's decision is binding. 

Repeal and New Rule, R.1993 d.223, effective May 17, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 622(a), 25 N.J.R. 1963(a) . 

Section was "Dispute procedures". 
New Rule, R.1999 d.198, effective June 21, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 

Former N.J.AC. 2:76--2.3, Utilization of agricultural management 
practices, recodified to N.J.A.C. 2:76--2.5. 

2:76-2.4 ·Recommendations of site specific agricultural 
management practices where a board does not 
exist 

(a) In counties where a board does not exist, a commer­
cial farm owner or operator that meets the eligibility criteria 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:1C-9 may make a request in writing 
to the Committee to determine if his or her operation 
constitutes a generally accepted agricultural operation or 
practice. 

(b) In determining whether a commercial farm owner or 
operator meets the eligibility criteria pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-9, the Committee shall apply the same standards as 
found in N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3(b) and may consult with the 
same agencies, organizations, or persons as found in 
N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.2(d) . 

(c) Upon the Committee's recommendation, the site spe­
cific agricultural management practice shall be forwarded to 
the commercial farm owner or operator, the municipali­
ty(ies) in which the commercial farm is located and any 
other individuals or organizations deemed appropriate by 
the Committee. 

New Rule, R.1993 d.223, effective May 17, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 622(a), 25 N.J.R. 1963(a). 
New Rule, R.1999 d.198, effective June 21, 1999 . 
See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 

Former N.J.AC. 2:76--2.4, Negotiation of conflicts between State 
regulatory practices and SADC recommended agricultural management 
practices, recodified to N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.6. 

2:76-2.5 Utilization of agricultural management practices 
and site specific agricultural management 
practices 

(a) Owners and operators of commercial farms are af­
forded benefits and protections pursuant to the Right to 
Farm Act, N.J.S.A. 4:1C-1 et seq., P.L. 1983, c.31, as 
amended. 

(b) The failure of a commercial farm owner or operator 
to comply with an agricultural management practice recom­
mended by the Committee and adopted pursuant to the 
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, N.J.S.A. 
52:14B-1 et seq., and N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.2 or a site specific 
agricultural management practice adopted pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3 or 2.4 shall not be utilized in any judicial 
proceedings or proceeding before any governmental body or 
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agency except for the process as described in N.J.S.A. 
4:1C-10.1 and N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.10. 

Recodified from N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3 and amended by R.1999 d.198, 
effective June 21, 1999. 

See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 
Rewrote the section. 

2:76--2.6 Negotiation of conflicts between State regulatory 
practices and SADC recommended agricultural 
management practices 

The Committee shall upon a finding of conflict between 
the regulatory practices of any State instrumentality and the 
agricultural management practices recommended by the 
Committee, commence a period of negotiation not to ex­
ceed 120 days with the State instrumentality in an effort to 
reach a resolution of the conflict, during which period the 
State instrumentality shall inform the Committee of the 
reasons for accepting, conditionally accepting or rejecting 
the Committee's recommendations and submit a schedule 
for implementing all or a portion of the Committee's recom­
mendations. 

New Rule, R.1993 d.223, effective May 17, 1993. 
See: 25 N.J.R. 622(a), 25 N.J.R. 1963(a). 
Recodified from N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.4 by R.1999 d.198, effective June 21, 

1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 

2:76--2.7 through 2:76--2.9 (Reserved) 

2:76--2.10 Negotiation of conflicts between any person 
aggrieved by the operation of a commercial farm 

(a) Any person aggrieved by the operation of a commer­
cial farm shall first file a complaint in writing, with the 
applicable board or the Committee in counties where no 
board exists, prior to filing an action in court. The com­
plaint shall include detailed facts concerning the contested 
operation or practice. 

(b) If a board exists and the dispute concerns activities 
that are addressed by an agricultural management practice 
recommended by the Committee and adopted pursuant to 
the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, N.J.S.A. 
52:14B-1 et seq., and N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.2 or a site specific 
agricultural management practice adopted pursuant to 

· N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3, the board shall: 

1. Contact the commercial farm operator to provide 
evidence pursuant to N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3(b) that the agri­
cultural operation is a commercial farm, and, if the board 
is satisfied that the operation is a commercial farm, hold a 
public hearing. 

i. Testimony presented at the hearing may include 
verbal and written statements from aggrieved parties, 
the commercial farm operator, expert witnesses, and 
any other party deemed appropriate by the board; and 
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2. Issue findings and recommendations to the Commit­
tee, the aggrieved person, the municipality(ies) in which 
the commercial farm is located and the commercial farm 
operator within 60 days of receipt of the complaint. 

i. The findings and recommendations of . the board 
shall be in the form of a written narrative providing a 
summary of the testimony, any supporting documents, 
and a copy of the agricultural management practice or 
site specific agricultural operation or practice utilized 
by the board in its recommendations and any other 
information requested by the Committee. · 

ii. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the board 
shall appeal the decision to the Committee within 10 . 
days of the receipt of the board's final decision. The 
Committee shall schedule a hearing pursuant to the 
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., and the Uniform Administra­
tive Procedure Rules, N.J.A.C. 1:1, and make a deter­
mination within 90 days of receipt of the petition for 
review. 

(1) The decision of the Committee shall be bind­
ing, subject to the right of appeal to the Appellate 
Division of the Superior Court. 

(2) Any decision of the board that is not appealed 
shall be binding. 

(c) If a board exists and the dispute concerns activities 
that are not addressed by an agricultural management prac­
tice recommended by the Committee and adopted pursuant 
to the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act, 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., and N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.2 or a site 
specific agricultura] management practice adopted pursuant 
to N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.3, the board shall forward the complaint 
to the Committee requesting the Committee's determination 
of whether the disputed agricultural operation constitutes, a 
generally accepted operation or practice. 

1. The board shall inform the Committee if it has 
received a request for recommending a site specific agri­
cultural management practice and, if so, the status of the 
board's development of the site specific agricultural man­
agement practice. 

2. Upon receipt of the request, the Committee shall 
contact the commercial farm operator to provide evidence 
that the agricultural operation is a commercial farm as 
defined at N.J.A.C. 2:76-2.1, and, if the Committee deter­
mines that the operation is a commercial farm, hold a 
public hearing. 

i. Testimony presented may include verbal and writ­
ten statements from aggrieved parties, the board or its 
staff, the commercial farm operator, expert witnesses 
and any other party deemed appropriate by the Com­
mittee. 
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3. The Committee shall issue findings and recommen­
dations to the board, the aggrieved person, the municipal­
ity(ies) in which the commercial farm is located and the 
commercial farm operator. 

i. The findings and recommendations of the Commit­
tee shall include a summary of the testimony and any 
supporting documents utilized by the Committee in its 
recommendations. 

ii. The Committee's decision shall be considered a 
final administrative agency decision and shall be bind­
ing, subject to the right of appeal to the Appellate 
Division of the Superior Court. 

New Rule, R.1999 d.l98, effective June 21, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 816(a), 31 N.J.R. 1603(a). 

SUBCHAPTER 2A. AGRICULTURAL 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES: GENERALLY 
ACCEPTED OPERATIONS AND PRACTICES 

2:76-2A.l Recommendation basis 

The agricultural management practices recommended in 
this subchapter are recommended pursuant to N.J.A.C. 
2:76-2.2. 

2:76-2A.2 Apiary agricultural management practice 

(a) The following words and terms, as used in this sec­
tion, shall have the following meanings: 

"Apiary" means one or more colonies of honey bees. 

"Bee" means members of the genus apis. 

"Colony" means a hive or swarm of bees. 

"Hive" means the manmade structure which contains a 
colony of honey bees. 

(b) All overwintering apiaries must be registered with the 
New Jersey Department of Agriculture, pursuant to 
N.J.A.C. 2:24-3.1 et seq. 

(c) Overwintering apiaries, honey production aptanes, 
queen and package apiaries and bee colonies utilized for 
crop pollination will not exceed an average density of 50 
colonies per acre. 

(d) All colonies must be located at least 25 feet from a 
public sidewalk, alley, street or road. 

(e) All apiaries must be at least 300 feet from any 
residence, excluding the residence(s) associated with the 
agricultural operation. If less than 300 feet from any 
residence, a six feet high solid fence or hedge must be 
erected buffering the residence. 

2:76-2A.3 

(f) All apiaries must have on site an adequate source of 
water which is no more than one-half mile from the apiary. 

(g) All bee equipment and hives must be maintained in 
good condition. 

(h) All colonies must be kept in movable frame hives in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 4:6-10. 

2:76-2A.3 Poultry manure agricultural management 
practice 

(a) The poultry manure agricultural management practice 
applies to agricultural operations, which store poultry rna- · 
nure prior to land application and land apply poultry ma­
nure as part of crop production practices. Poultry manure 
is collected and stored in a variety of ways, depending on 
the need of the producer. The methods used to collect, 
handle and store the manure greatly affect its quality. 
Manure often has to be stored before it is land applied. 
Proper storage is essential for manure to maintain its value 
as a nutrient resource and to prevent it from polluting 
surface or groundwater. The important points to consider 
when storing poultry manure are to keep it covered so 
rainfall will not create runoff from the storage area and to 
stack the manure no more than five to six feet deep to 
prevent overheating and burning. 

(b) Poultry manure should not be stored outside unless it 
is covered by some type of waterproof sheeting and water is 
divetted away from the stack. The manure stack should be 
located on high ground and away from drainage ways and 
sources of surface water. Covered stockpiles should be 
considered for short-term storage only. If manure will be 
stored in this manner for more than one month, place an· 
impervious pad under the stack. 

1. Stockpiles of manure can be protected by covering 
with plastic sheeting, which is anchored with earth or 
other suitable weighted materials. Anchor the edges by 
laying the sheeting edge across a small trench approxi­
mately 12 inches deep and backfilling with soil. Lay 
suitable weighted materials over the top of the plastic on 
the pile. Heavy gauge (six mil) plastic can last one or two 
seasons. Lighter gauge plastic is not recommended. 

2. The liner consisting of a minimum of a six mil plastic 
is laid on the soil surface on top of which the stockpile is 
formed. If the soil is loose, compact it before laying out 
the plastic. Apply a 12-inch layer of manure over the 
majority of the plastic before forming the pile to minimize 
the possibility of tearing by the equipment tires. Fold the 
edges of the liner one to two feet up the sides of the pile 
and anchor in the manure. Apply the surface cover as 
described for a covered stockpile. The ground liner will 
be torn during unloading of the pile and new plastic will 
be required each year. 

3. If a permanent location for manure storage is de­
sired, a concrete slab can be constructed on which to 
place a covered stockpile. The concrete should be at 
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least six inches thick, reinforced with wire mesh and 
placed on six inches of compact gravel. To prevent 
concrete failure, thicken the perimeter of the concrete to 
form a footer where traffic enters and exits. Construct 
the stockpile as described for a covered stockpile, as set 
forth in (b)1 above. Anchor the cover sheet edges with 
wood poles, concrete blocks or other heavy objects on the 
concrete slab. 

4. Bunkers are permanent aboveground concrete slabs 
with two parallel walls of concrete identical to those used 
for storing silage on livestock farms. A bunker allows 
deeper piling and compaction of manure to reduce the 
total area required for the manure storage. An end wall 
can be constructed to slightly increase the storage capaci­
ty. However, loading the structure is more easily accom­
plished without an end wall. A cover of plastic sheeting 
can be attached to the walls with batten strips and 
anchored with a suitable weighted material. A more 
permanent cover of fiberglass reinforced fabric with edge 
anchorage eyelets similar to that used for truck covers 
may be utilized. 

5. Concrete slabs, bunkers or other structures with 
permanent roofs may be constructed to eliminate the 
need for plastic covers. The roof structure must be a 
clear span supported by the outside walls or perimeter 
posts. Roof structures must be of sufficient height to 
allow manure piling. Compaction loading will be difficult 
under a roof. Roofs 12 feet or higher will require wall 
panels to protect the stored manure from excessive blow­
ing rain. 

(c) The rate of manure application should be limited to 
that amount required for crop production and maintenance 
of a reasonable level of soil fertility. The amount of poultry 
manure used depends on crop needs, soil fertility levels, 
physical characteristics of the soil and the potency of the 
manure. The actual amount of manure applied should be 
calculated for each crop production situation as follows: 

1. Manure analysis should be conducted; 

2. Soil fertility tests should be conducted on land areas 
to be fertilized; 

3. Crop needs for projected yields for each of the main 
fertilizer elements should be determined from appropriate 
guides for crop production; and 

4. Manure application should be limited to amounts 
needed to make up the difference between crop needs 
and existing soil fertility levels. 

(d) The following concern field application of poultry 
manure: 

1. Manure should not be spread on ground that is 
frozen, snow covered or too wet to be plowed within the 
time limits listed in ( d)3 and 4 below. 

DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 

2. A manure free vegetative buffer zone of not less 
than 25 feet shall be maintained along or around defined 
drainage channels and sinkholes on slopes of six percent 
or less. On slopes greater than six percent, the vegetative 
buffer shall be four times the percent slope times 100 feet. 
Where a vegetative buffer is not established, manure shall 
not be spread closer than 50 feet from the defined 
drainage channel or sinkholes on slopes of six percent or 
less. Without a vegetative buffer on slopes greater than 
six percent, the distance shall be eight times percent slope 
times 100 feet. For example, the buffer zone for a 10 
percent slope should be: 8 x 0.10 x 100 = 80 feet. 

3. The following manure management alternatives con­
cern manure with less than 60 percent moisture content: 

i. Manure to be spread on land which will be tilled, 
shall be incorporated in the soil within 48 hours by: 

(1) Moldboard plowing; 

(2) Chisel plowing followed by disking; or 

(3) Other methods which at a minimum achieve 
the results attained by the methods identified in 
( d)3i(1) or (2) above. 

ii. Manure may be spread on the surface of pasture 
or hayland having more than a 75 percent vegetative 
cover. 

iii. Manure may be spread on the surface on land 
where no-till corn will be planted at half the recom­
mended rate as determined in (c) above during the 
months of March, April, or May. 

4. Manure containing 60 percent or more moisture 
shall only be spread on cropland to be tilled and must be 
incorporated in the soil the same day by: 

i. Moldboard plowing; 

ii. Chisel plowing followed by disking; or 

iii. Other methods which at a· minimum achieve the 
results attained by the methods identified in ( d)4i or ii 
above. 

5. The following concern land slope: 

i. Manure shall not be applied on land where the 
slope exceeds eight percent, except when injected or 
plow furrow application is made. 

ii. If injected or plow furrow application is made, the 
slope of the land shall not exceed 10 percent. 

6. The requirements for the application of manure as 
contained in ( d)5 above may be modified if the applica­
tion is made according to an approved conservation plan, 
developed by the Soil Conservation District for the con­
trol of runoff and erosion, and which has been imple­
mented by the owner. 

New Rule, R.1999 d.199, effective June 21, 1999. 
See: 31 N.J.R. 823(a), 31 N.J.R. 1607(a). 
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