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Governor Murphy Urges the Importance of Fully
Funding the Community College Opportunity
Grant
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PATERSON - Governor Phil Murphy today emphasized the need to fully fund the state's last-dollar college grant
program, the Community College Opportunity Grant (CCOG), in order to expand the opportunity to more students at
all of the state's county colleges next academic year. During the spring 2019 semester, the program enabled
thousands of students to work toward a degree without accruing large amounts of debt.

CCOG helps make college more affordable by enabling low- and moderate-income students to attend all 19 county
colleges tuition- and fee-free. The program is "last-dollar,” meaning that the Community College Opportunity Grant
awards cover any balance of tuition and approved educational fees that remain after accounting for all other
grants and scholarships that an eligible student receives. To be eligible in spring 2019, students had to be enrolled
at least half-time, had to have an adjusted gross income of less than $45,000, and had tuition and covered fees
that exceeded the Pell Grant, Tuition Assistance Grant, and other grants and scholarships for which they qualified.

In the Fiscal Year 2019 enacted budget, the Governor and the Legislature appropriated $20 million toward tuition
and fee assistance for students through CCOG. Governor Murphy recommended funding of $58.5 million in the
Fiscal Year 2020 budget in order to expand the program to both the fall and spring semesters. While the
Legislature voiced support for expanding the program to cover students with adjusted gross incomes of up to
$65,000, the Legislature's budget only appropriated $25 million for CCOG grants to students. Today's event
emphasized the need to fully fund the program in order to ensure that no eligible student is denied the opportunity
to participate due to lack of funding.

“Making community college free this past semester was a game changer for the students, for their communities,
and for the State," said Governor Murphy. "If we are serious about continuing our investment in our residents, it is
critical that we fully fund this grant in order to ensure that every individual has a chance to succeed.”

“This spring | have been participating in roundtables and hearing the stories of students who benefited from the
Community College Opportunity Grant Program. | heard from students who had to take on three jobs to pay thei
expenses. | heard from single parents who supported their children while studying for exams," said Secretary ol
Higher Education Zakiya Smith Ellis. “The Community College Opportunity Grant enabled these students to stay
college. Those students are more likely to graduate and thereby repay the state's investment. However, the only
way to deliver on this commitment is to adequately fund the program.”

“Community College Opportunity Grants made college more affordable for thousands of students who participated
in the initial pilot program this spring,” said David J. Socolow, Executive Director of the Higher Education Student
Assistance Authority. "It's crucial to expand this program to boost more students to educational success and build
a well-prepared workforce."
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“Most jobs being created in New Jersey will require a degree or certificate beyond high school. Community College
Opportunity Grants send a powerful message that a college education is available to anyone willing to work for
it," said Passaic County Community College President, Dr. Steven M. Rose.

“The Community College Opportunity Grant (CCOG) Program creates pathways to success that are not currently
available to many who wish to attend college by removing the barrier of cost and overwhelming debt faced by so
many," said Assemblywoman Mila Jasey. "Those who previously believed this option was unavailable to them,
including young people graduating high school, and adult and English language learners wishing to further their
education, now have the ability to take charge of their future. County colleges offer a wealth of certification
programs and associate degrees in a wide variety of subjects and fields, which creates strong motivation to
pursue college and career pathways that previously did not exist. | am confident CCOG will be a model for the
future of higher education for many of our state's students and am proud to have been a part of its creation. Their
success is ours."

“I was thrilled when the Community College Opportunity Grant was introduced by Governor Murphy last year
because as an adjunct professor at Passaic County Community College for the last 19 years, | have seen how
higher education can raise people up and provide better economic opportunities for themselves, their families, and
their communities,” said Andre Sayegh, Mayor of Paterson. “This program needs to be supported at double the $25
million introduced by the legislature and the income cap needs to be increased to $65,000. This will allow the 2
million adults in our state who have no college degree or minimal credentials without a full degree, many of whom
currently hold minimum wage jobs, to earn a college degree and improve their financial situation. They will find
careers, not just jobs, and then be able to contribute more to the local economy. Supporting free community
college has a multiplier effect, and | support Governor Murphy's efforts to fund it a more appropriate level."

"Wealth should never be a prerequisite to receive a higher education and should never be a barrier to

opportunity,” said Passaic County Freeholder Director John Bartlett. “New Jersey's investment in CCOG will lift the
burden of tuition and fees, enabling all students to reach their greatest potential that benefits not just the student
and their families, but the entire community.”

“The only way out of poverty is education,” said Passaic County Freeholder Bruce James. "Our community colleges
must offer degrees which are within reach for all those who need the opportunity. The Governor's plan is the only
one to address the future for all residents of New Jersey, regardless of income. We in Passaic County stand firmly
with our Governor on his plan to fund community colleges.”

The Office of the Secretary of Higher Education (OSHE) and the Higher Education Student Assistance Authority
(HESAA) are jointly administering this funding opportunity. To learn more about the Community College
Opportunity Grant, visit: https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/ccog.aspx

Governor Murphy Urges the Importance of Fully Funding the Community College Opportunity
Grant

Governor Phil Murphy Statewide

NJ Home

Home Key Initiatives Social )
— —_——————————— Services Ato Z

Economy & Jobs Facebook

Administration Departments/Agencies

Education Twitter FAQs

Governor Phil Murphy

Environment Instagram Contact Us

Lt. Governor Sheila
. Health Snapchat Privacy Notice
Oliver Law & Justi YouTub
aw & Justice ouTube Leqal Stat t&
First Lady Tammy cgal Statemen

Transportation Disclaimers

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190626a.shtmI[12/6/2019 2:28:18 PM]


https://www.hesaa.org/Pages/ccog.aspx
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html

Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Urges the Importance of Fully Funding the Community College Opportunity Grant

Snyder Murphy Contact Us

: Accessibility Statement
Lokl News & Events Scheduling Requests !

Boards, Commissions & Press Releases Contact Us

Authorities Public Addresses

Internship Opportunities Executive Orders

Governor's Residence -
Statements on

Drumthwacket Al
Legislation

Administration Reports

Transition Reports

Press Kits

Public Records Act Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-
% OPRA |Open Office of Governor PO Box 001

%New.lersey powered by NjOIt

pawered by MO

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/20190626a.shtmI[12/6/2019 2:28:18 PM]


https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562019/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://tech.nj.gov/

	nj.gov
	Office of the Governor | Governor Murphy Urges the Importance of Fully Funding the Community College Opportunity Grant


	Byb3ZlZC8yMDE5MDYyNmEuc2h0bWwA: 
	button5: 



