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In Case You Missed It: “Post the bi-partisan Atlantic City
intervention bill … We need help now”

Letter on the Future of Atlantic City
Assembly Majority Leader Lou Greenwald
PolitickerNJ

Mr. Speaker,

Over the last few weeks, I have spoken to many of our colleagues who are deeply concerned about the fate of Atlantic
City. Virtually every one has communicated to me that they will not allow Atlantic City to go bankrupt or financially
collapse, yet we are now sitting on the precipice of catastrophe. I am again pleading with you to post the bi-partisan
Atlantic City intervention bill (A3326).

The facts of this situation are clear. Right now Atlantic City municipal employees are living week-to-week, uncertain of
when their city is going to shut down and leave them jobless. As we learned this week, the city has so little money that
they’ve been withholding funds from the school district to keep the municipality in operation. Soon the city will have to
close schools and tell teachers to stay home. In fact, the NJEA applauded the state’s action this week in ensuring that
this doesn’t become an immediate crisis for school children and their families across the city. As of today, the situation
has grown so dire that the Education Law Center in Newark and the NJEA have stated that they are prepared to begin
legal action to prevent city schools from closing.

…

The Senate passed this bill 27-9 with bipartisan, statewide support. 20 of 21 New Jersey counties are represented by a
Senator who voted in favor of this bill. This group includes well known and staunch supporters of organized labor and
collective bargaining agreements like Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg and Senators Ray Lesniak, Bob
Gordon and Nellie Pou among others. These Senators supported this legislation because they understand that we are
approaching the last opportunity to provide a lifeline to one of our most historic and beloved cities. Even Senator Brian
Stack of your own county has stated that it would be “irresponsible” not to advance this bill.

Support for this legislation has come from across our state. The NJ Building and Construction Trades Council has
endorsed pursuing this legislation, as has the President of Unite-HERE union Local 54, which represents casino
employees. President Bob McDevitt, representing his union members, shared the sentiment of the region when he said
in support of this bill “I do not want Atlantic City to flat-line any longer.”

Every newspaper and major columnist that have taken a position have unanimously cited this intervention bill as
necessary and appropriate. Even this morning, The Record editorialized in no uncertain terms that we should post the
intervention and PILOT bills and save Atlantic City. They concluded rightfully: “Atlantic City is out of money and time.
Once the dominoes start falling, everyone loses.”

The argument that the state already has the authority to correct these circumstances is flawed. The state has had the
authority to prevent certain municipal actions from taking place in Atlantic City. But certainly, as a matter of law, the
state does not currently have the authority to proactively implement critical actions needed immediately to help stabilize
the City’s finances,

…

with Social Media
Stay Connected

with Email Alerts
Stay Connected

Thursday, April 7, 2016 Tags: Taxes

Home Newsroom Media Administration NJ's Priorities Contact Us

Press Releases Public Addresses Executive Orders Press Kit Reports

Search All of NJ   

NJ Home Services A to Z Departments/Agencies FAQs
Home

http://nj.gov/governor/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/news_archive.html
http://politickernj.com/2016/04/letter-on-the-future-of-atlantic-city/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/rss.xml
http://www.facebook.com/GovChrisChristie
http://www.youtube.com/GovChristie
http://twitter.com/GovChristie
http://scribd.com/govchristie
http://livestream.com/GovChristie
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/includes/result.shtml?cat=prop
http://nj.gov/governor/index.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/media/
http://nj.gov/governor/admin/
http://nj.gov/governor/priorities/edu/index.html
http://nj.gov/governor/contact/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/
http://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/
http://nj.gov/infobank/circular/eoindex.htm
http://nj.gov/governor/news/press
http://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/2010/approved/reports_archive.html
http://www.nj.gov/
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
http://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
http://www.nj.gov/faqs/
http://nj.gov/governor/


7/12/2017 Office of the Governor | Newsroom

http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552016/approved/20160407f.html 2/2

Statewide: NJ Home | Services A to Z | Departments/Agencies | FAQs
Office of the Governor: Home | Newsroom | Media | Administration | NJ's Priorities | Contact Us 

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2017 
Office of the Governor
PO Box 001 
Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000

Contact Us Privacy Notice Legal Statement & Disclaimers Accessibility Statement| | | |

Press Contact: 
Brian Murray 
609-777-2600

A bill that waits 3-5 years to address all of Atlantic City’s issues is not the answer. We need help now. The city is largely
insolvent already and kicking the can down the road on real solutions is part of the reason we have reached this point.
Many of the initiatives in your legislation would only be effective after years of noncompliance that have on multiple
occasions been agreed to by the city but never implemented. The time for double-secret probation has long passed. As
a result, the city cannot be trusted and the time for waiting is over.

Unlike the bi-partisan bill that this house has passed before, your PILOT legislation fails to protect school children by
guaranteeing tax payments to the school district, which continues to place teachers and children at risk.

Stunningly, your bill has a provision to allow for the termination of collective bargaining. The presence of this concept in
my bill is supposed to have been the cause of much of the inability for all parties to come to a resolution on this issue.
If this is a core principle which must never be touched under any circumstance, I am worried that its inclusion in your
bill means that over the last few weeks we have been putting politics and theatrics before people and principle.

By the time your proposed legislation comes to full effect, much of the damage will be done.

…

If you had spoken to me or consulted any of the members of the region most affected by this crisis and informed us of
your intent to craft a bill of your own, in the spirit of true compromise, many of the deeply troublesome issues in this bill
could have been rectified.

…

Many of our colleagues have told me that they share my worst fear – that Atlantic City goes bankrupt and damages the
lives of untold thousands of the people we represent. They worry that the ripple effect caused by the collapse of
Atlantic City or the region will negatively impact their towns and their constituents. They understand that action is
needed immediately to prevent that outcome from happening.

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, after all of the public debate and with all of the above facts laid bare, I ask that you post the
bi-partisan Atlantic City intervention bill for a vote so we can immediately begin working to avert the worst municipal
and regional financial crisis of our lifetimes.

Full article HERE.
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