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ANNUAL llEPORT

OF THE

STATE SUPERINTENDENT

OF THE

rUBLIC SCHOOLS OF NEW JERSEY,

FOR THE YEAR 1856.

To the Senate and General Assembli/ of the State of Xcw
Jersei/

:

In presenting to the legislature my annual report of the

condition of the common schools of the State, it affords nv

pleasure to report favorably of their condition, and to say thai

the year just closed has witnessed many evidences of an in-

creasing interest among the people on the subject of popular

education.

The larjie increase in the number of children attendinfr

school, the incrased amount of money provided for their sup-

port, by taxes voluntarily imposed on the people, the improve-

ments made in building and furnishing school houses, the in-

creased ('emand for well qualified teachers, their more liberal

compensation, and the enthusiasm awakened among them to

become better prepared for the discharge of the duties of their

profession, the increased number of those of both sexes who
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arc preparing themselves for the work of teaching, and tho

noble efforts of the people to sustain the schools, teaciiers' in-

stitutes, and other educational enterprises, are among the most

striking evidences of improvement.

An abstract of the reports received at this office, up to the

period required by law, presents tho following results as to the

operation of the schools for the year ending December fifteenth,

eighteen hundred and fifty-six, an examination of which will

furnish many interesting and important facts cencerning the

schools, and with. the accompanying reports of the town super-

intendent and other school officers, will furnish the )>est means

of forming a correct opinion of the principles and working of

the present school system.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORTS OF TUE TOWN SUPERINTENDENT?.

Whole number of cities and townships in ihe State, one

hundred and ninety-three.

Reports have been received from one hundred and seventy,

leaving twenty-three that have not made the report required

l)y law.

Those that have not reported are Atlantic city and Mullica

township, in Atlantic county ; Lodi, in Bergen ; Shamong,

Southampton, and Willingboro', in Burlington ; Deerfield, in

Cumberland ; Hudson City and Jersey City, in Hudson

;

Franklin and Tewksbury, in Hunterdon ; Chester, in Morris
;

Union, in Ocean ; Manchester and West Milford, in Passaic

;

PittsgroTe, in Salem ; Hillsborough, in Somerset ; Frankford,

Stillwater and Walpack, in Sussex ; and Blairstown, Green-

wich and Hardwick, in Warren.

Of these, the city of Atlantic, in Atlantic county, and the

city of Hudson, in Hudson, have made no report to this de-

partment since they became incorporated, consequently I am
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unable to inform you of the condition of tlio schools in these

cities.

Whole number of school districts in the state, fourteen hun-

dred and forty, being an increase of eleven during the year.

Number of children residinji in all the school districts of the

State, as ascertained from the reports of the district trustees

to the town superintendents, one hundred and seventy-six

thousand three hundred and fifty, being an increase during the

year of three thousand three hundred and thirty-six.

Number of children reported as attending school

the whole year, (allowance being made for the

usual vacations,) 28,71o

Number attending nine months but less than twelve^ 23,8-37

" " six " '•' nine, 30,652

" " three " " six, 27,706

" " a less period than three months, 12,48(3

" ^' over the age of eighteen years, 1,G41

Making the whole number of children that have

attended school during the year, 125,OCo

An increase over the preceding year of 10.112

Average number of months the schools have been kept

open, nine.

Total amount of money raised and appropriated

to school purposes for the year ending Dec.

15th, 185(3, $514,248 28

Raised by tax for the support of schools, 27U,988 79
" " in addition for building, repairing

and furnishing school houses, 105,021 12

Received from the State as reported, 84,333 5*3

*' " other sources specified in the re-

ports, 44.904 77

The amount reported as received from the State exceeds the

State appropriation four thousand three hundred and thirty-
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ilirce dollars and fifty-six cents, and tins excess is evidently

occasioned liy blending with the State ajtiiropriation, money

appropriated by the counties for the support of schools, and lo

which item this excess properly belongs.

So that the items composing the amount of money raised

and appropriated to school purposes for the year ending De-

cember loth, 1850, will appear as follows:

Raised by tax f«r support of schools-, $279,988 79
" " in addition for building, repairing

and furnishing school houses, 10r),021 12

State appropriation, 80,000 00

From other sources, being chiefly the interest on

the surplus revenue appropriated by the town-

ships for the support of schools, 49,238 33

Making a total of, 514,248 24

Being an increase over the preceding year of, §39,079 60

The amount of money raised and appropriated to school pur-

poses is a pretty sure index of tlie i)opular mind on the subject

of education, and the increased sum appropriated to this ob-

ject manifests a growing disposition on the part of the people

to enlarge the means of difiusing knowledge, through the in-

strumentality of common schools.

The number of teachers employed during the year in the

common schools of the State was nineteen hundred and forty-

two, being an increase of one hundred and twelve over the

preceding year.

The number of teachers employed is greatly increased by

the changes so frequently made in the management of the

schools ; these changes exert a pernicious influence upon the

schools, and is one of the greatest evils afflicting the system ;

the inadc(juate compensation of teachers is no doubt a frequent

cause of this.
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The average wages per ajinura paid to male teachers was three

hundred and sixty-one dollars ; to females two hundred and

twenty nine dollars, showing an increase in one of six dollars

per annum, and in the other of thirteen, a favorable indication

of improvement, it is true, but yet too small to secure the con-

tinued services of such as are properly qualified, when so

many fields of labor more inviting and remunerative are pre-

sented.

Good teachers, like all other classes of persons cannot bo

expected to labor for ;in inadequate compensation, and ordina-

rily those districts that most cheerfully and liberally reward

their teachers, will receive the most valuable return for their

services.

Whatever importance may be attached to other things con-

nected with the schools, well qualified teachers are indispensa-

bly necessary to their success, and common sense, as well as

sound policy, requires that their selection shall be made with

special reference to their preparation, talents, and devotion to

the work.

I would therefore urge as one of the most important consid-

erations affecting the success of the common schools, the ne-

cessity of a just appreciation of the teacher's services, avoid-

ing those frequent charges so injurious to the schools and "that

false economy which leads to the abridgement of the educa-

tional privileges of the young."

THE NORMAL SCHOOL.

The act establishing a State Normal School was approved

February the 9th, 1855, and the Institution was opened for the

admission of pupils on the first day of October, the same year.

It has been in operation a little ever one year, having just

closed its third term.

The number of pupils in attendance the first term was forty-
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four ; tho second sixty-sovcn ; tlie third ei^^hty-three, being Jin

increase compared with the first session, of thirty-nine, and ex-

hibiting in a marked degree tlie growing prosperity of the In-

stitution.

The school is divided into two departments ; a normal school,

in which, under the supervision of the principal and his assist-

ants, eighty-three pupds are now receiving instruction, and a

model school^ now nuuibering one hundred and forty-seven pu-

pils, of tlio ages Usually found in the public schools, in which

the pu]iils in traitiing in the normal school are required, under

the superintendent of the model department, to assist, for the

purpose of reducing to practice the principles and dif«cipline

they have learned in the normal department.

Tiie course of instruction in the normal school is arranged

for two years.

Its aim is to fit the pupils for the duties of teaching by

making them familiar with the ])cst methods of instruction and

discipline, and by giving them that command of the knowledge

they have acquired, and such facility in imparting it as will

enable them to engage successfully in the instruction of others.

Of the number of those admitted and instructed in the normal

school, twenty-five have left it and are now engaged in teach-

ing, with great success, in the connnon schools of the State.

The history of this institution, though brief, has been Very

satisfactory, and its good effects are already sensibly felt upon

the teachers of the State.

It is a model of the kind, and furnishes in " its own living

example," the value of such schools in the training and educa-

tion of teachers.

Its claims to our favorable consideration rests not on the ex-

ample of European governments or those of other states of

this Union in which the experiment has been more recently

tried, but upon that great principle, underlining the whole sys-

tem of education, which requires of those who are to engage

/
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in the oflfico of tcacliing that training and preparation that

will fit them for the (lischiirge of it3 responsible duties. A
principle which forms the basis of any complete system of com-

mon school education, and the adoption of which in New Jersey

is regarded by the friends of the cause, as the best means of

improving our own.

That such schools are required, in order to complete a state

system of common school instruction, is now generally ad-

mitted, where public opinion has become fully enlightened on

the subject "that teaching is an art to be learned by appren-

ticeship, like any other art, and that special training for the

business of teacing is as indispensable as for any other pursuit

or profession.

When we look at the object to be accomplished by our com-

mon sclwols, and consider that in them the first starting im-

pulses of life are given and received, it is easy to determine

what must be the character of our teachers, those who are to

enter the school room, and gathering there the children of the

State, of all ages and capacities shall patiently and laboriously

labor with them from day to day, from week to week, from

month to month, and from year to year, in appl^ung the means

of intellectual and moral instruction.

The work of educating youth is one of the most important

in which an individual can engage, and it demands that those

who teach shall know what education is, and the means to be

employed in its attainment. It requires that they have a quick

insight into the character and capacities of children, well dis-

ciplined minds, unblemished morals, and skill in the art of im-

parting instruction, bringing with them into the performance

of the great work in which they are engaged, that laborious

preparation and careful discipline that will enable them to^feel

the impulse of the movement with which they are connected,

and how indispensable its success is to the prosperity and hap-

piness of the people.
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To furnish such a class of teachers for our common schools,
is the design of the normal school. I therefore hope that the
institution will be liberally sustained, not only during the
period of its present existence, but that it will be continued

.

as a permanent part of our state educational system /)f in-
struction.

THE FARXUM PREPARATORY SCHOOL.

In the connection with the subject of the normal school for
the training and education of teachers, it affords me great plea-
sure to state that during the year just closed, there has been
established at Beverly, in the county of Burlington, the *'Far-
num Preparatory School of New Jersey," an institution the
first of the kind ever established in the United States, and its

opening marks an era of educational progress.

This school was brought into existence by the munificent li-

berality of Paul Farnura, a citizen of the place, a man well
known to the people of New Jersey as a warm and devoted
friend of education.

In the ripeness of his years, "with no other ambition than
to spend the remnant of his days in peace, and to use with
prudent foresight a portion of his means for the well-being of
humanity," he has planted in our midst an institution which,
in the providence of God, is destined to bestow unnumbered
blessings upon the people of the State, and to promote greatly
the cause of popular education.

In order to carry into practical operation this design of
Mr. Farnum, he appointed Richard S. Field, Franklin Kin-
ney, David Cole, John II. Phillips, and John W. Fenni-
more, a board of trustees, to manage the affairs of the
institution.

He placed at their disposal a building of ample dimen-
sions, capable of accommodating three hundred and sixty
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pupils, built on the most improved plan, and furnished in the

best manner.

This building, which, in all its arrangements, is admirably

adapted to the purpose for which it is designed, with its furni-

ture and apparatus, Mr. Farnum placed under the control

of the trustees, and pledged himself to pay all the expenses

incurred in the management of the school during the first year

of its existence, a noble tribute to the cause of education, and

will be long held in grateful remembrance by the people of

New Jersey,

The school was opened for the admission of pupils on the

sixth of October, 1856, and there are now one hundred and

forty pupils in attendance, receiving all the educational advan-

tages, which such an institution can give, a part of whom
having declared their intention to pursue the business of

teaching, as a profession, it is expected will, after completing

the course of elementary instruction in this institution, enter

the normal school.

It is designed to furnish that preparation, that discipline of

mind, and amount of instruction which every pupil should

possess previous to admission in the normal school, and will,

if so continued and sustained, form an important part of our

educational system, and greatly increase the efficiency of the

means provided for furnishing an early and adequate supply

of well qualified teachers for our common schools.

In the preparatory school the pupils admitted will not only

be thoroughly grounded in all the elements essential to sound

scholarship, but their peculiar fitness and adaptation to the

work of teaching, will be thoroughly tested by requiring them

in the experimental department, under the eye of the princi-

pal, to reduce to practice the principles and knowledge they

have learned in the preparatory department.

Such a course of discipline and instruction will greatly
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abridge the labors of the normal school, and enable it to devote

itself more particularly " to the science of education and the

art of teaching, which is its true field of labor."

The necessity of such a school has been long felt, but it has

been reserved for Paul Farnham, a distinguished son of New
Jersey, to her honor be it said, to lead the way in such a noble

enterprise.

It is the intention of Mr. Farnum to give to the State of

New Jersey the preparatory school property, worth the sum

of twenty-five thousand dollars, and liberally to endow the

same, on condition that the State will continue to maintain

such a school as has already been established.

As now organized, the receipts of the school are already

large, and it is believed that, after the first year of its ex-

istence, (for which provision is already made,) very little will

be required to sustain the institution. I therefore hope the

State will accept this noble oflfering at his handstand incorpo-

rate it in our State sj'stem of education. It is the prompting

of a generous heart which beats more strongly as it feels a

consciousness of doing good by diffusing the blessings of gene-

ral education.

teachers' institutes.

Teachers' institutes have been held during the year in all

the counties of the State.

The times and places of meeting will appear in the following

table

:
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Counties.

Atlantic

Bergen

Burlington

Camden

Cape May
Cumberland

Essex

Gloucester

Hudson

Hunterdon

Mercer

Middlesex

Monmouth

Morris

Ocean

Passaic

Salem

Sussex

Somerset

Warren

Time of meeting.

June 30th

August 11th

June '2-)(\

August 2r)th

July 14th

August Sr^th

March 24th

July 7th

June IGth

May 26th

March 31st

April 28th

June 9th

July 21st

June 2d

December 22d

August 18th

October 20th

May 5th

Aujrust 2oth

Placo.

May's Landing.

Hackensack.

Burlington.

Haddonfield.

Cape May Court House.

Bridfjcton.

Newark.

AVoodbury.

Hudson.

Lambertville.

Trenton.

New Brunswick.

Middletown Point.

Boonton.

Tom's River.

Paterson.

Salem.

Newton.

Bound Brook.

Phillipsburg.

These institutes, which are associations of teachers and
others interested in common schools, for their mutual advan-

tage and improvement, were established by law in 1854, at a

time when their nature and advantages were comparatively

unknown in New Jersey, and when many friends of education

entertained strong doubts as to their value in accomplishing

the end for which they were designed.

Under this law eight institutes were held in 1854, with

an aggregate attendance of three hundred and fifty-six

teachers.

In 1855, thirteen institutes were held, with an acorreo^ate
' CO O

attendance of five hundred and sixty-five teachers.

In 1856, institutes were held in all the counties of the State.
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The number of teaoI>or3 in attendance docs not appear in all

understood. '
""^ """' "P"'''"'"^ better

Many teachers who liavc stood aloof from ,i „
con-ing forward and uniting „,tb th^^f IW ,; Ir.:::assocafons, pledging then, their cordial co-oneruio!promoting the interests of i',„ .

"^^ °l">''"i'>n m
connected

'"° "'"""' «'"' '''"'='' ""ey are

assoeated action ivith ^11 i, . •
i

' " "-^ '"" P""<=iple of

influence thit «^il
'IXiol^cn'ns power, to exert an

schedcducrtL:
' '" ^'""°°""=" '"^ i-erests of common

The daily exercises at these institutes usually consist of ,critical review of the branches usually tauM.t n th? ,

after the manner of the daily rcci.atLnr^r'' hc\lc^!r
m'

th d scus»,ons as to the best mode of teaching and gover^
'

the schools, as well as the means of removing the d.ffi u^
encountered in the ordinary eourse of e";^'day ".1"^]"

hI^exercses, winch, while they serve to devc opcf db ni

sSati rzts'of r"^^ "7T""
'-- "^" "''

„>.,•. 1 ,

others, and how they mav beobviated, corrected or removed. ^
The evening exercises arc usually devoted to lectures on

ZVi:;T:!
"'"""""' """-'. -Woh a,, gen y „,"

t nded bythe people of the place in which the instit'^tlthUd. X.hus the popular mind is imbued with the same sp r
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and contributes greatly to the interest, and the success of these

meetings.

These meetings are generally held about from place to

place, for the mutual accommodation of both teachers and
people, and thus are their advantages enjoyed equally by all.

The teachers are encouraged and instructed, the people are

interested and profited, and such an impulse is thereby given

to the educational movement as will result in great good
to the common schools.

The normal school and teachers' institutes have now become
an important part of our educational system, as the instru-

ments for supplying our schools with a class of well qualified

teachers. The wisdom of the legislation that brought them
into existence has been triumphantly vindicated, and I com-
mend them to the continued favor and patronage of the

leo-islaturCi
,

THE REVISION AND CODIFICATION OF THE SCHOOL LAWS.

The subject of a revision and codification of the school

laws having been referred to this legislature, will, in the

regular order of proceeding, come up for consideration during

the present session, it might therefore be expected that I

should, in this report, enter at some length into the discussion

of this question. Such a course, for many reasons, appears to

me wholly unnecessary.

The bill reported by the commissioners to the last legisla-

ture, was considerably discussed in that .body during the

session, was printed by order of the legislature, and generally

distributed throughout the State ; its claims have been tho-

roughly examined and discussed before the people, whose

views on the subject are no doubt known to their represen-

tatives, who understand and will embody their wishes and pre-

ferences in their legislation on this subject.

34
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I may, however, be permitted to remark that whatever

may be the objections to the details of the bill, and the num-
ber of officers created under it, it embodies in one act the

essential requisites of an efficient school law, so arranged

as to be readily understood and systematically applied.

Based on the principle that it is the duty of the State

to make provision for general education, it provides increased

means for the [support of the schools, increased qualifications

on the part of teachers, and that the management and super-

vision of the whole system shall be committed to those only

who shall be selected by the people with special reference

to their qualifications and fitness for the office. The subject

of an entire revision of the laws relating to public schools, is

one of great importance, should be carefully considered and

wisely acted upon.

Should the proposed school law not receive the favorable

consideration of the legislature, I would rccoinmend the

adoption of the following amendments to the present law,

believing their operation will be highly beneficial.

1. The imposition of an effectual check to the formation of

any new school district having within its limits loss than forty

children of legal school age.

2. The affixing of a condition, that every township receiving

a part of the State appropriation for the support of public

schools, shall raise by tax or otherwise, an equal sum for the

same object.

(There are now eighteen townships that raise no money by

tax for school purposes.)

3. The adoption of a rule authorizing the town superin-

tendents of the respective townships to apportion the money

received by them for school purposes, among the several

school districts, according to the average daily attendance



in each district, during the year next preceding the said

apportionment.

The adoption of those amendments will prevent the forma-

tion of small and weak districts, many of which are now

unable to maintain a school, will lead to the raising of

money for school purposes in all the townships of the State

;

secure the necessary means and that puldic and parental

interest required for their support, and which will enable

every district to maintain a good school ; thus securing for

all the children of the State an equality of school privileges^

and offering inducements for their prompt and regular

attendance.

From what has been said in this report on the subject

of legislation for our schools, it is apparent that I regard

the providing of competent teachers, and the diffusion of

correct information among the people on the subject of

education, as the most important means of improving their

condition.

Impressed with the correctness of these views, I felt it a

duty to urge, not only the continuance of the means already

provided for this object, but the adoption of such others as

shall give them greater efficiency and usefulness, adopting

such amendments to the present law as experience shall sug-

gest as best calculated to obviate existing defects, and secure

in its practical operation the greatest success. Having an

abiding confidence in the patriotism, intelligence, and virtue

of the people of this highly favored State, and having

witnessed the laudable efforts they have made to sustain the

schools and other educational enterprises, I am confident the

period is not far distant when the people of New Jersey will

sustain, by their own voluntary action, a perfect system of

free schools.
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WEBSTER S DICTIONARY.

In pursuance of the act of the legislature " authorizing and

directing the purchase of " Webster's Unabridged Diction-

ary, for the common schools," four hundred additional copies

have been purchased and distributed during the year just

closed, which, ^Yith the seven hundred copies embraced in the

report of the preceding year, makes a total of eleven hundred

copies of the dictionary purchased and distril)uted to the

schools, at an expense to the State of four thousand four hun-

dred dollars. Four hundred copies more will probably be re-

quired to supply all the schools.

LiPPixcoTT s gazetti:er.

The act of last session " authorizing and directing the pur-

chase of Lippincott's Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World,"

for the use of the schools, has been complied with, and five

hundred copies of the work have been purchased, and are now

being distributed.' The expense to the State is two thousand

four hundred dollars, payable in eighteen hundred and fifty-

eight.

The acts of liberality on the part of the legislature are

highly appreciated, and will resuh in benefit to the schools.

scnooL FUND.

The amount of the school fund on the first day of January,

• •ightccn hundred and fifty-seven, was four hundred and sev-

enty-nine thousand eight hundred and six dollars and ten

cents, being an increase during the year of four thousand three

hundred and 8ixty-t>Y0 dollars and fifty-eight cents.
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CONCLUDING REMARKS.

In concluding tliis report I would add, that the friends of

popular education in New Jersey have much to encourage

them in the prosecution of this noble enterprise, an enter-

prise which has for its object the education of the whole

people, and to accomplish which, it appeals to no particular

sect or party, but in the name of humanity extends to all who

love the race, an invitation to unite in laboring for its ad-

vancement.

Education is the hope of the State, on which more than any

thing else its future welfare, prosperity and happiness depends.

What this shall be, depends upon the provision made for the

education of her youth, an important consideration that ad-

dresses itself with great solemnity and force to those to whose

hands its detinies are committed. To guide aright, is the great

duty of those who make the laws.

With the confident belief that the subject will receive at

3'"0ur hands that consideration its importance demads, this re-

port is respectfully submitted.

JOHN II. PHILLIPS,
State Superintendent.

Ofi'ick of the State SuPEniHTRsnENT of Public Schools, )

PenniDgton, January 15th, ISi".
J
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APPENDIX.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP
SUPERINTENDENTS.

ATLANTIC COUNTY.

EGG HARBOR TOWNSHIP.

All of the teachers are licensed according lo law. Free

schools have keen kept some part of the year in all of the dis-

tricts. No teacher should be entitled, according to law, to re-

ceive any of the public money unless he filed with the town

superintendent a copy of the register of his school, so as to

enable the superintendent to make a correct report.

DAVID LAKE,
Town Superintendent.

Egg Harbor, Dec. 15, 1856.

GALLOWAY.

I herewith transmit you the annual report of the state of

schools in our township, and which is in some measure imper-

fect, owing to the fact that trustees and teachers are careless

in their duties in sending in their reports in time, while some

make no report at all.
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I think if the tables could be so arranged as to show the

condition of the schools in each district, it M'ould at least give

credit to whom credit is due, and perhaps excite a spirit of

emulation in the districts.

In one district in this township, (No. 5) a school has been

kept up for the last three years constantly with a teacher

whose averafie salary has been four hundred and seventy-five

dollars, and during half of that time two schools have been

open, a school open more than six months in all that time.

The state of our schools is so bad that I have nothing en-

couraging for the public eye. We raise nothing for schools in

the township, and you say that it docs not become our duty to

visit other than public schools, of which there is not one in the

township.

D. S. BLACKMAN,
Toivn Superintendent.

HAMILTON.

Enlosed I send the report of schools in this township which

are as near correct as I can learn. The teachers or trustees

not having made a report to me from any district.

There is but little change this year. Some districts have

had but little school, as they will not continue longer than the

public pays. Examiners have been appointed according to

law, and the teachers all regularly licensed.

CHAS. E. P. MAYIIEW,
Town Superintendent.
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BERGEN COUNTY.

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP.

The subject of education is claiming unusual attention from

the American people. Legislatures are enacting laws and

appropriating money for its promotion, and the eloquence of

the land is enlisting in advocacy of its claims. Man is tho

subject of it. He is a compound being ; composed of a soul

and body. Thus capacitated, he Avas evidently designed by

the Creator to answer some important end in the scale of

being. By comparing him with the other parts of animate

creation, we shall find that his superiority does not consist so

much in his physical capacity or powers, as in his mental en-

dowments. Hence the remark of a celebrated poet

:

" I would be measured by my soul,

The mind's the standard of the man."

We are to regard the soul as superior to the body in value.

—

It outweighs all riches. To redeem it, the Son of God came

down to earth, and gave up his life in sacrifice. To save it

the Supreme Being employs His word and human instrumen-

talities. Here are facts to be kept in view in our system of

education. To aim merely at mental development, to the ne-

glect of the soul, is wrong ; it brings upon us the charge of

making the superior subordinate to the inferior interest. The

proper regulation of the heart is important, and this can only

be secured by a unity of science and religion in the education

of our children. This connection was established by our fore-

fathers in running up their churches and school houses side by

side. A sanctified literature is not only the safeguard of the

church, but also the preserver of a nation's rights. We will

merely glance here at some of the advantages of such a sys-

tem of education over all others.

1st. To the children themselves. I do not believe that the

young mind, as some affirm, is on a balance, equally prone to
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good and evil. Nor that it is like a blank sheet of paper,

stainless. The tide of corruption, on the contrary, begins to

flow in the vigor of childhood and youth. Hence the poetic

effusion :

" Conceived in sin, oh ! wretched state,

Soon as wo draw our breath,

The first young pulse begins to beat

Depravity and death."

It is of the Utmost importance that our children be early

taught the difference between the true and false. How many

are found to grow up, through neglect here, the mere vassals

of other people's opinions. They run with the multitude,

right or wrong, without regarding consequences. Who does

not regard such men as unfit to fill any station of honor or

trust in the gift of the people ? Who would wish such citizens

to be multiplied ? Let us then, Avhile training the young and

rising generation in the sciences and fine arts, sec to it that the

mind and heart be, at the same time, properly impressed with

the fear of God, which will prepare them for independent

thought and action.

2d. Let us look at the importance of blending science and

reli^-ion in the education of our children, in its bearings upon

the family circle.

''A, wise son," says Solomon, " maketh a glad father; but a

foolish sou is the heaviness of his mother." How many pa-

rents have seen their fondest hopes blasted with regard to their

children, as the result of neglect here. The mind was edu-

cated, while the heart was neglected. Witness, on the con-

trary, the youth Avhose mind and heart have been educated

to"-ether, and how different the issue. He is a dutiful child

—

loves his parents—is respected in society, and almost adored

at home. What father wouM not wish to have such children

to encircle his fireside while living to close his dying eyes, and

weep over his ashes when dead ?
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Sd. There is a great benefit, from this method of educating

youth, resulting to community at large.

If the benign influence of science and religion combined,

be brought to bear upon the minds and hearts of our children,

the most happy results must ensue. This purifies and refines.

It gives a proper tone to the manners, customs and habits, and

pours a new current of feeling through all ranks of society.

—

The fact is, knowledge, purified, refined, is the attribute of

God himself ; but unrefined, -with the strength of angels, may
be tainted with all the •wickedness of demons. Our children

should be permitted to drink deep at the fountain of science

;

but their education must be blended with the principles of re-

ligion, or it will be but earthly, it will want the stamp of

heaven upon it.

4th. Our liberties, both civil and religious, demand that our

children be educated in science and religion combined.

They can only be preserved in this way. By observing this

duty, a broad foundation is laid for the preservation and future

glory of our union—neglect this and all is lost. This is to be

regarded as the corne-stone in our temple of liberty ; knock it

away, and the beautiful fabric of our freedom will fall, and the

ears of surrounding nations will be stunned with the crash of

its dissolution. We will illustrate with an example. The

Jewish nation divorced religion from her school of literature

and science, and what was the result ? They became a nation

of infidels. Her people abandoned the faith of their Father,

profaned their temples, and wrote blasphemy upon the very

altars of God. As the result, she has fallen, her glory has

departed, and her people are scattered, a mock and by-word

among the nations. It is the legitimate tendency of unsancti-

fied literature to degrade and enslave. Such has been the case

among other nations, and like causes we know produce like re-

sults. Let the arts and sciences, on the contrary, sanctified

by the spirit of religion, be studiously pursued by the children

and youth of our country, and this nation will yet become to
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other nations what the heart is to the human body, or the sun

to the solar system. It will become the eye of the world—the

glory of all the lands.

BARNABAS V. COLLINS,

Town Superintendent.

HACKENSACK.

We have not been without county examiners since the enact-*

ment of the law requiring their appointment. In two districts,

free schools have been maintained ; and one of these, organised

by a special act of the legislature, raises five hundred dollars

annually by local tax, which is in addition to the sum named in

my report as having been raised by town tax for the support

of schools.

All the schools in the township arc now open and in the

charge of teacliers fully competent. They are prosperous and

very respectable ; and, I think, will favorably compare with

the schools in contiguous townships.

School registers were supplied to every school early last

spring. They furnish reliable statistics, and prove that a larger

number of children attend school than was before supposed.

—

It will be seen that there are eleven hundred and sixty-four

children of legal age in the township, and that eight hundred

and fifty-one have attended school ; but to arrive to a more

perfect result, from the eleven hundred and sixty-four must be

deducted the number of children residing in three parts of dis-

tricts, whose school-houses are located in other townships, viz :

eighty-one. So that it appears that but two hundred and

twelve have not been to school the past year, instead of three

hundred and tliirteen, as the reports would indicate. It is pro-

bable that a large majority of the two hundred and twelve are

youths from sixteen to eigliteen years of age—an age at which

they generally graduate.
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The following figures "will exhibit the number who have at-

tended within the year, and their respective ages : four years,

five scholars ; five, thirty-nine ; six, eighty-eight ; seven, sixty-

six ; eight, one hundred and five ; nine, eighty-six ; ten, ninety-

nine ; eleven, ninety-seven ; twelve, ninety-four ; thirteen,

fifty ; fourteen, fifty-four ; fifteen, twenty-six ; sixteen, eigh-

teen ; seventeen, five ; eighteen, three ; no age given, six-

teen.

It appears that only twenty-six of the children of the town-

ship, between the ages of sixteen and eighteen years, have at-

tended school; and no possible combination, embracing those

ages, excluding sixteen, seventeen and eighteen, will show a

less number than one hundred and fifteen. The manifest dis-

proportion only proves that very few indeed of our resident

children or youths go to school, who are sixteen years old and

upwards.

Since it is generally allowed that school registers are be-

coming important auxiliaries to public education, it may not be

improper to attempt to describe those now used in the schools

of this township.

There are two for each school. The first is a register of

attendance. The left page is divided into two columns. In

the first is written the names of the parents, and in the second,

those of the children. The right page has fifteen red lines

running from top to bottom, and crossing at right-angles the

blue lines, and are about five-sixteenths of an inch apart. On
the extreme right of the same page is reserved a margin of two

inches. In the first space on the left, and opposite to his name,

is written the age of the pupil. The next succeeding twelve

spaces are designed to correspond with the number of weeks in

a quarter. The method of noting attendance is to draw a line

across the top of the space, expressing the week, which notes

that the pupil attended school on Monday. A line drawn

downwards, and making the second side of the square, answers

35



for TuesJay ; the third side of the square for Wednesday, and

the completion of the square for Thursday. A diagonal line

through the square represents Friday. A half days' attend-

ance is expressed by half a line. In like manner the second

space is filled ; then the third, and so on to the twelfth. In

the thirteenth space is set down the sum of the days of the

pupil's attendance for the quarter ; and in the margin, any

remark the teacher may deem it proper to make, Avith reference

to the cause of the detention of the pupil at home, his sick-

ness, temporary absence, or removal from the district. A
register of the description given, will suffice for a number of

years.

The second register is intended for a daily record of the pupil's

attainment in his class or classes; and, being larger than the

other, is more expensive. On each page, thirty-two perpendi-

cular red lines appear, leaving spaces of only one-fourth of

an inch in width each, and crossing blue lines equally distant

apart, viz : one-fourth of an inch. On the left of eachpage suffi-

cient room is reserved to write the pupils name. The last

space on the right of the left page, and the last two on the

right of the right page, are of double the width of the others,

and margins remain on the extreme right of each page. The

sixty spaces correspond with the number of days in the quar-

ter. In the first, at the loft, and opposite to the pupil's name,

is noted his attainment for the first day, in a particular class.

In the second, that of the second day, and so onward to the

thirtieth space or day, when in the next and wider space, on

the same page, the aggregate of his credits are noted. On the

left of the right hand page the pupil's name is again written, to

obviate the necessity of tracing back the line to the left of the

first page to find it, when entries are being made on the second

or right hand page. When the quarter is completed, then, in

the space next succeeding the last day's notation of credit, the

aggregate of credits attained is noted; in the next, those at-

tainable, and, in the margin, his deficiency.
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The figures adopted to represent the highest degree of at-

tainment or perfect recitation, is 3 ; that of medium or fair, 2
;

of imperfect, 1 ; failure, 0. The teacher, however, takes the

liberty of noting shades of difference by using the fractions,

thus: IJ or I5, or 2^- or 2§.

These registers are always open to the inspection of trustees

and visitors.

Many of the teachers transmit to parents, quarterly, an ab-

stract from the register, showing the proficiency of the child

in the several branches, his delinquency, the number of days

he was absent, and the number of lessons he lost in conse-

quence of his absence.

The registers were prepared by A. S. Barnes & Co., New
York, who retained a copy of each for samples, and any

one desirous of inspecting them, can do so by calling on those

publishers.

A township association of teachers has been organized in

this township, and so far has been eminently successful in pro-

moting its objects ; which are, briefly, to institute a friendly

intercourse among themselves; to elevate the employment of

the teacher to a profession ; to awaken a more lively interest

in the cause of popular education, and to stimulate to increased

exertions in its behalf ; to convert the several experiences of

the members to a common stock, and to increase the same at

every meeting ; to give practical exhibitions of the various

modes of teaching, and to discuss their several merits, with a

view to adopt the best ; to induce parents to attend and wit-

ness their proceedings, &c. It has been my good fortune to

•attend nearly all their meetings, and I do not hesitate to say,

most frankly, that if they continue to be conducted in the same

s^pirit that originated and still sustains them, they will not only

become objects of new and pleasing interest, but command all

the attention and approbation they richly merit.
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It has been remarked that the education received at onr

public schools is so limited and imperfect as to discourage the

parent disposed to be liberal to his child. In looking for the

cause of the discouragement, it has been attril)uted (errone-

ously I think) to the incompetency and too frequent change

of teachers. It is' admitted that the reason last assigned is

plausible and sound ; but not of sufficient -weight to prevent u3

from looki)ig for further reasons. Tlic question is easily

solved when we consider the very irregular attendance of pu-

pils and the early age at which they graduate. It is the

general complaint of teachers that the irregularity of atten-

dance operates against themselves and their pupils. The

former suffer a reproach that should be charged to the latter

or to their parents, whose culpable indifference is only equalled

by their readiness to impute to others their own short comings.

It is hoped that the plan adopted by the teachers of sending

to the parents quarterly reports, showing their delinquency,

will tend to correct the evil now so prevalent.

The early age at which pupils graduate is to be regretted

for the sake of both teacher and scholar. The custom annoys

and greatly discourages the good teacher. Being constantly

surrounded by small children, he has no opportunity to display

his talent in the higher branches of education. His ambition

is paralysed, and why should we wonder if, remaining Avherc

he is, he become indifferent, insensible I

It is an unfortunate change in the pupil's life, that when he

is besrinninr' to take an interest in his studies, to see their ad-

vantages and uses, and to devote his awakened intellect to the

accumulation of useful knowledge, then to turn aside from his

engagements and attempt some pursuit which cannot be suc-

cessfully followed, for the simple reason that he discarded his

books and commenced his career of life, both too soon. It

will be an even chance for him to become one of those who

JinisJi their education on leaving the school room, or of such
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as then only commenced their education, because tlien they

acquired the desire of knowledge and the habit of seeking it.

JOHN VAN BRUNT,
Toivn Superintendent.

HARRINGTON TOWNSHIP.

In this township there appears to be much intei'cst mani-

fested in the cause of education. We number five districts,

three of which are supplied with new school houses, whilst in

the other two they are engaged in erecting buildings for that

purpose. In a few months all the districts will be supplied

with new and commodious buildings, in which the teacher will

be the better able to discharge all the duties which are involved

upon him. The schools are supplied with teachers well quali-

fied to discharge their duties and elevate the character and

standing of their respective schools. They all possess certifi-

cates of scholarship and moral character, obtained from the

board of county examiners. The schools have been kept open

during the Avhole year, allowance being made for usual vaca-

tions. The teachers, five in number, are all males, with a

salary of $380 per year on an average. Not any of the

schools are entirely free, the tuition being from 50 cents to

^1.50 per quarter on each child attending school,

C. TANNER,
Town Superintendent.

NEW BARBADOES.

In accordance with the suggestions of the State Superin-

tendent, I accompany the statistical report with the following

remarks

:

An efficient system of inspection continued for several

years, has no doubt done much to elevate the character of the

schools in this township. The system of instruction pursued
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in our best schools is highly commendable, whilst the order \3

generally good, corporeal punishment being but slightly used.

The books used are the Xew Testament in several of the

schools, McGuffie's and Saunders' series, Town's and Hazen's

Definers, Ray's, Willctt's and Greenleafs Arithmetics,

Smith's, Moses' and Cornell's Geographies, Smith's, Pinner's

and Kirkham's Grammars, Colburn's and Stoddard's Intellec-

tual Arithmetic, Marsh's Book-keeping, Mrs. "Willard's His-

tory of the United States, Ray's and Perkin's Algebra, Da-

vies' Geometry and Comstock's Physiology.

In addition to the studies indicated above, composition, de-

clamation and singing constitute part of the exercises in some

of the schools.

All the districts are supplied with school houses except one,

•which lost its house by fire, in the beginning of last winter,

and is now supplying the loss with a new house, about thirty

by twenty feet in size ; four hundred dollars being appropri-

ated for site and building. The two school houses in the

village of Hackensack are of brick, one of them having a

small recitation room ; each of the other houses are of wood,

and have one room only. The houses are all in good repair,

a majority of them being furnished with large maps, black-

boards and globes. One district has purchased a library for

its use, to which it is proposed to make annual additions.

Each of the houses has a play ground attached.

The town superintendent has visited each of the schools

twice, and will endeavor to visit each of them twice more be-

fore the close of his official term. Six of the schools have

been visited, in connection with the superintendent, by some

of the trustees and inhabitants of the several districts. In

the village of Hackensack the visitation books show forty or

fifty visits made to each per quarter.

Most of our schools are an honor to the district and to the

township, whilst there are some exceptions where want of
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spirit on the part of the teacher manifests itself throughout

the school.

For several years past $2.00 per scholar has been raised by

the township, for the public schools ; this sum, in connection

with the State appropriation and the interest of the surplus

revenue, pays a large per ccntage of the cost of tuition,

though it is not sufficient to make the schools entirely free.

Irregularity of attendance is the chief hindrance to the ad-

vancement of the cause of Education in this township, and

the chief cause of complaint on the part of the teachers.

This is much to be regretted ; as with schools conveniently

located, only about one-half of the children in each district,

of school age, are found in attendance at one time, and several

of these attend quite irregularly.

In conclusion, the town superintendent would suggest that

the State Superintendent recommend the purchase of a uni-

form set of registers, for the schools of each township, thus

enabling each superintendent readily to collect the statistical

information called for.

The following books, in addition to those enumerated, are

used in District School No. 1

:

On Geometry and Trigonmotry, Euclid, Davies',

' Astronomy, Mattison's.

' Exercises on the Globes, Keith's and Mclntyre's.

' Navigation, Davies'.

' Chemistry, Phelps',

' Natural Philosophy, Comstock's.

' Synonyms, Crabb's.

' English Composition, Parker's.

' Drawing, Coe's.

' Analysis, McElligott's.

* Dictionary, Webster's.

' Book-keepmg, Palmer's and Bennett's.

' Writing, Payson and Dunton's Series.

^ Black-board Exercises, Farrar's.
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Under the head "Amount received from other sources, be-

sides the State and township," I have not included $188.38,

received from my predecessor in office, said sum having been

apportioned among the districts, but not drawn out of the

hands of the town superintendent.

All which is respectfully submitted.

ISAAC HAMILTON,
Toum Superintendent.

WASHINGTON.

I have nothing new to offer to my last year's remarks rela-

tive to the condition of the schools in this township. The

surplus interest (as usual) has been applied for school purposes,

which you will perceive stands in the column specifying the

amount received from other sources. The inhabitants of Dis-

trict No. 2, Washingtonville, and District No. 3, Pascack,

have had free schools for one term of three months' each.

For further information consult the blank from which I have

filled up to the best of my ability. All of which I respectfully

submit.

JOHN BORTICK.
Superintendent.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

BORDENTOWN.

However they may be regarded, it is nevertheless clear that

there are fixed principles in government as well as in science.

No master nor guardian has a right to send forth on the com-

munity his apprentice or ward physically disabled by his own

neglect and oppression.
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From tlic common sympatkics of our nature, as well as from

the innate perceptions of justice, it would be difficult to mea-

sure the extent of reprehension which such conduct would re-

ceive at the hands of an intelligent and justly offended com-

munity. For it would be inflicting personal and social misery

—misery perhaps with no alleviation, with no reparation, but

increasing during the whole existence of the helpless sufferer.

Not only to himself but to others such an individual would be

a burden ; and therefore in such a case condemation might and

ought to be universal. But is there no injury but physical ?

Is there no intellectual and moral ? What is man without in-

tellect ? What without morals ? What but a vessel at any
moment prepared for destruction ? A man may suffer phy-

sical injury and yet eventually be safe, but to be ruined in

mind and morals, the loss is inconceivable and irreparable.

—

Without the aid of art, tlic noblest gem may be imbedded and

ooncealcd forever.

And hence parental duty has but just commenced its high

fjareer, when it has only trained the physical powers of the

rising generation. We all know the difference between the

<»ducated and the uneducated fiimily. An ancient philosopher

once said the difference between an educated and an unedu-

;ated individual was that between the living and the dead. If

:his be true, no state, no government has discharged its duty

till it has made ample provisions for the training and education

')i all its children. Its wealth, security, prosperity and glory

demand it. A nation cannot rise to distinction under the

leaden sceptre of ignorance. The citizen, the soldier, the

statesman must have qualifications, if the true dignity and
welfare of the nation be regarded, for no nation of antiquity

ever rose to eminence that neglected the training of its youth;

but where this was properly regarded, corresponding beneficial

results were sure to follow. The Jewish commonwealth never

i-hone with brighter splendor than when all its youth were care-

fully inscructed in all the arts and the great principles of its

government. And what hae rendered Greece so illustrious as

Sti
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her love of letters? And at what period, was the ascension of

the Roman eagle ever prounder than when the nation could

say it had not a soldier who could not execute the duties of the

commander. More than two centuries ago our New England

fathers founded the common school system. Every fifty fam-

ilies was to sustain a common school, and every one hundred

an academy. Was this legislation wise or unwise? let the

glory of the past and the present answer. We feel its genial

influence, and our state is making provisions to meet the wants

of her children. Much good has already been accomplished,

for many have now attained that through which they will ob-

tain more, who otherwise would have been left in a state of ig-

norance and obscurity. During the year that is past there

has been a pleasing advance in the regularity of attendance

;

the instruction, it is believed, has been more thorough and sys-

tematic; order and harmony have prevailed in the schools,

which no doubt are mainly to be attributed to the energy,

fidelity, and ability of the principal, associated with others who

are also faithful, laborious and experienced in their calling.

Were the uppropriations still more bountiful, the number of

text books could be increased and a library and philosophical

apparatus added, which in every school house Avould do much

to awaken inquiry and increase the general intelligence.

—

While there are appropriations for raising qualified teachers,

cannot one be secured for this object ? And the question per-

haps is often asked, cannot the present school act be so

amended as in its operations it may not be partial but general,

giving to evcrv district of suitable dimensions a free school

throughout the state ? As it now is there may be a free school

in one district, and in another, the adjacent, not free. May
not this disparity produce other inequalities not desirable ?

Yours truly and very respectfully,

A. SCOVEL,
Town Suj^erintejident.
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BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP.

In adolitlon to the summary report of the state of public

echools, I herewith present a tabuLar detailed account of each

of said schools within this township. By reference to the

latter, it will be noticed that the average attendance through-

out the year in the first, third and fourth, or country districts,

S6 proportionably less than in the city school. In the present

insta.nce the alterations in one school building, and the diffi-

culty of obtaining a suitable teacher to take the charge in

anotk'cr district, may be given as an adequate reason. It is

too often the case, however, that in the country many children

are kept at home, when by extra exertion on the part of their

parents, they would not be deprived of the opportunity of edu-

oation. It may also be remarked that many of the latter, (and

the evil is not by any means confined exclusively to farmers,)

will not supply their children with such suitable books as their

progress in learning requires, or those that are recoxum^nded

by the teacher. They are just as much the tools by the use of

which the young mind is to be trained and educated, and are

fully as necessary too, as the plane, the hammer and the saw

are to the carpenter, or the forge and anvil to the smith. The

policy that would content itself by granting the Least possible

number of books, to the boy or girl at school is short-sighted

indeed, and when we consider their moderate cost compared

ixith. their prices but a short time since, it would seem that in

«ome parts, the unwillingness to provide school books had kept

pace with the decreasing expense.

It would be well if the trustees of our public schools were

more awake to a proper sense of their responsibilities than

some of them now are. Several do not even comply with tho

requisitions of the law, and thus gradually loss their interest

in this important subject. Whether those in the country dis-

tricts have fulfilled their obligations in this respect has not

been reported ; but from the remark of a teacher that " she
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had got above the trustees." one would infer that their visits/

or at least their influence in that school were at an end. If

the same state of things exists to any extent in other parts of

our state, ought not this want of agreement between the trus-

tees and the teacher to claim the attention of town superin-

tendents, who should induce the former to accompany them'

"whenever they inspect the condition of the schools.

A copy of " Webster's unabridged dictionary," appropriated

last year for the use of common schools, has been placed in

each one of this township (nine in number) with the name of

the school and the notice of said appropriation inserted therciui

In(iuiry is made by the truatees from time to time for the pro-

mised copies of the " Geographical Gazetteer," the possession

of which is much desired by the respective teachers. I would

ask Avhether it would not be proper to propose to the legisla-

ture that the next yearly appropriation be made for some

Standard work of general information in art, science and man-

ufacture, some similar, yet more adapted to the young mind

than " Ure's Dictionary." In the course of study or reading,

terms not familiar to the pupil or even the teacher frequently

occur, and when the means of solving the diiEculty are not at

hand, the word or subject is soon forgotten. A well selected

book would, in the hands of an able instructor, add much in-

terest to school recitations, and awaken useful reflection. The

EnMish Dictionary, the Gazetteer, and Dictionary of Useful

Knowledge might then be the commencement of a valuable sot

of reference books.

"Within the past year, a printed form of a certificate of ap-

probation for such pupils as deserve it, has been lately intro-

duced into four of the schools in this townsl>ip, the effect of

which yet remains to be seen. The stimulus of reward has

been often tried in various ways, and is as often found (when

impartially bestowed) to be an effectual aid in enforcing disci-

pline, and exciting a healthy spirit of emulation. We may in-

stance the city of New York, wherein for some years past such
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certificates have been awarded monthly to tlic njeritorious

scholars, who on obtaining them for six consecutive months are

entitled to receive a higher testimonial, which is much prized, and

is afterwards referred to as a recommendation for industry and

integrity of character. I Avould take the liberty to suggest that

tlie legislature make an appropriation for the expense of having

a suitable form of certificate handsomely engraved, and a printed

copy thereof mailed to every teacher of public schools within

the state. If sold at a price but little exceeding tho cost of

paper and printing, they might be extensively introduced, and

town superintendents and trustees should, if they approve of

the plan, see that a proper use be made of them. If but a

very small part of the state school fund., payable next year,

were devoted to this object, a publisher might be found willing

to carry out the design, upon being secur.ed from any possible

loss upon the issue of a few thousand copies.

The neglected appearance and inconvenient arrangement of

some of our country school-houses is such as to induce me to

venture another suggestion, viz : tliat superintendents or trus-

tees of public schools be furnished at an early period, with

some approved pamphlet or book upon school architecture.

—

This should give engraved representations of ground, plans

and elevation of buildings, together with the approximate cost,

and such detailed information as would be of use to the builder.

The subject of heating and of ventilation, so much neglected,

should also be treated of, together with other matters pertain-

ing to the efficient working of the common school system.

JOHN COLLINS,
Toion Superintendent.

CHESTER-

Accompanying this report you will please find th« statistics

of the schools in the township under their proper head.

Since my last annual report I have set ofl" a new district from
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district number three, making the access of children residing

in the remote ends of the district, much more convenient j

with that exception the schools generally are in much the

same state as last year. In the new district set off", a new

school-house has been erected by the liberality of the friends

of education, very nearly finished, pleasantly located, and in

every way comforta1)le, and a competent teacher employed,

and the expense to the district will be trifling upon its cost.

I think there seems to be an increasing interest manifested

in the cause of education in this township. The only general

complaint made is the want of suflScient funds to enable the

trustees to employ the most competent teachers, and to keep

all the schools open throughout the year. Much has been

done in this township for the promotion of education ; but we

need the assistance of the state to make our schools free, and

open the path of intellectual knowledge to all our sons and

daughters. The law authorising the townships and incor-

porated districts to impose taxes upon the inhabitants for the

support of free schools does not meet with much approval in

this township. All the schools in the township have been

visited and the teachers licensed ; no county examiners ap-

pointed.* In the way of my closing remarks, I would say that

the majority of the people are in favor of free schools, and

we hope the lime is not far distant when we shall have such.

There are no free schools iu the township.

WM. R. SHARP,
Town Superintendent.

EVESHAM,

Enclosed you will find the aTinual report of the town super-

intendent of Evesham township, Burlington county. New
Jersey.

I have but little more to offer than the statistics of my
report. Our school interests remain very much as last year.

"We have but one school that is free, that of colored children,
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and open but a few months of the year. No county examiners

appointed.

JOHN R. MURPHY,
Town Superintendent.

MANSFIELD.

In transmitting to you a report of the condition of the

public schools in this township, I would remark that they are

in about the same condition as last year ; with but one or two

exceptions, in very good order.

Our school houses are frame buildings and but one room,

and with two exceptions belong to the district in which they

are situated, and have pleasant play grounds attached.

There has been no county licensers appointed in this

county, consequently myself and the trustees of the several

districts have attended to that duty.

We raise funds suflBcient, with the state fund, to pay three

cents per day for every scholar that attend school, which con-

stitute free schools, but it is the prevailing opinion of the

people with us, that the state fund should be sufficient of itself

to pay the teachers salaries, which, I think, would avoid many
difficulties and create a permanent and economical system of

tuition.

The books in use are, for the most part, of modern produc-

tions and recent publications. I have visited all the schools

several times during the year, examined the classes, &c., and

find them in a progressive state, consulted with the teachers

and trustees and many cf the patrons of the various schools,

all of whom seem desirous of havinir ;rood schools, and them

well attended ; and I do say, that our scholars have improved

rapidly within the last three years.

ALFRED CARTY,
Town Superintendent.
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PEMBERTOX.

1 liiive but little to report than will be found in the tabular

statement, (which I now enclose.) Permit me, however, to

state tlmt there is no material alteration, either in the condition

or management of our schools, since my last report. We are,

however, progressing, I think, with some improvement. Wc
have but two schools which have been open twelve months,

thereby leaving the tabular number from nine to twelve month,

comparatively small ; the others were open from eight to eleven

months during the year. Four of the district free schools

were kept open. In reference to the salary of teachers, seven

of the districts pay a stipulated salary of fifty-six dollars per

term or quarter. The other districts, the teachers take the

schools at their own risk, at an average of three dollars per

(quarter, respectively, both male and female. All the rest of

information necessary is mentioned in my former report. In

conclusion, I will say the cause of education is gradually ad-

vancing with us, and I trust we shall ere long see it so ad-

vanced as to have good free schools kept open during, at least

nine months of the year, in every district in the state, thus

offering to every child the opportunity of acquiring a good

English education.

STACY W. BUDD,
Tou'ii Superintendent.

SPRINGFIELD.
I

After having visited and several times requested both the

teachers and trustees of the schools to forward their respective

reports to me in the time specified by thee, the above is nearly

verbatum of all the information that I have received or been

;ible to gather. The many questions asked in thy circular,

together with the various opinions and constructions placed

upon them by the teachers and trustees, render it almost im-
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possiWe to arriva at any definite conclusion of understanding

as to what is really wanted.

Now it seems to nie that the system might be greatly

abridged, and so arranged as to be easily understood by nearly

all ; for instance, if each school teacher or its trustees were

required, at a stated time, to furnish to the town superinten-

dent a correct list of the number of pupils taught, the whole

number of days taught within the year, together with their re-

spective salaries, the amount of money and from what source

received, it would in a great measure, answer the most essen-

tial part of the long list of interrogations now presented.

CLAYTON ZELLEY,
Town Superintendent.

WESTAMPTON.

In making up my report, I have endeavored to get it as

near correct as possible. There being no books of record

kept in any of the schools ; and I not coming into office until

March last. The teachers who taught last winter left no

record of the number of children who attended, making it

very difficult for me to get correct information respecting

them. There are six male and two female teachers in this

township of which one male and one female have charge of

the schools in district number one, which are under the care of

the religious society of Friends. The others are examined by

the trustees and licensed according to law.

There has been no examiners appointed in this county. I

think it would be of great advantage to the schools if the law

in this respect was carried into effect.

There are two free schools, one in district number five,

which is open twelve months in the year, one in district num-

ber seven, (which is composed of colored population) is kept

open six months, spring, summer and fall. '

WILLIAM R. WILLS,
Toicn Superintendent,
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CAMDEN COUNTY,

WI5SL0W TOWNSHIP.

In obedience to the desire of the State Superintendent, I

transmit my annual report of the schools in Winslow township.

The whole number of children between the acres of five and

eighteen, is five hundred and ninety-eight. There are seven

districts in the township, and there are only six in which

schools are kept. I suppose the schools are kept open on an

average about ten months in the year, and I would mention

that it has been a practice for years past to raise at town-

meeting one dollar and fifty cents a head for the children re-

siding in said township, but at the last spring town-meeting it

was thought proper to raise one dollar per head in addition to

the above amount, and so carried that each voter pay one

dollar in addition to his personal tax for the benefit of schools.

In your blank report you request the superintendents to

make such remarks upon the present school system as they

deem advisable, and in accordance with your request I give

mine briefly. The schools in the township have been kept free

part of the time, and part of the time pay, or part of the bills

of the school-master had to be paid. Now how are we to come

at the best remedy to make all schools free ? I stop here, and

leave it to good and wise men to say, as I am satisfied that

upon education depends the prosperity and permanency of this

Union. I trust the day is not far distant when the Legisla-

ture of our State, with the good advice of our State Superin-

tendent, will give this subject that attention which its import-

ance demands.

M. R. SIMMERMAN,
Superintendent.
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GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP.

I take the liberty to say that the state school funds are too

limited—they are not requisite to the public wants. In this

township it only amounts to forty-two cents per scholar. I

think the State with all its resources, and the legislature, with

all the wisdom of the four quarters of the State assembled,

should devise some plan to secure more money to be appropri-

ated for the benefit of education, or else abandon the subject

altogether, and let the township manage it themselves.

JOSHUA SICKLER,

Toivn Superintendent.

NEWTON TOWNSHIP.

Sir—I have been delayed in rendering my report from the

difficulty in getting the reports from the district trustees in pro-

per season. The schools appear to be conducted efficiently,

and the pupils are making good progress. By the inclosed

tabular statement, you will perceive that out of one thousand

and fifteen children in the township, six hundred and eighty-

three have attended school a part of the year. In the first

district we have seven schools, two public and five private.

—

In the public schools two female teachers at salaries of $350

and $240, and in the male school one male teacher at §480

per year, in Avhich schools one hundred and eighty children

have been taught. In the private schools the price of tuition

varies from $2.50 to $10 per quarter, averaging about $4 per

quarter. In the fifth and seven districts there are no school

houses, and the children have been sent to private schools. In

the fifth, not more than thirty out of two hundred and sixty

have attended any school. In the fifth, however, they are pre-

paring for action. They have a large and commodious brie'

building nearly completed, two stories in height, with all t!
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modern improvement.^, and will cost when done about $4,000

—the cost of which is principally raised by district tax.

—

"When done they intend to collect all their children, and have

them under instruction.

I perceive by the census returns of 1S55, a great discrep-

ancy in regard to the number of children bet\\'een the ages of

five and eighteen years, and am informed that the same applies

to many other townships. The assessors have made great

errors, as our township has been carefully canvassed, and the

name of every child with its proper age, and the names of pa^

rents, master, or guardian returned in full. I am not pre-

pared to enter into any comparisons with former years, as I

was only placed in this situation last spring. I shall, there-

fore, close Avith the report of the facts as they have come to

iny own knowledge.

J. L. ROWAND,
Totvn Superintendent.

CENTRE.

There are no county examiners for Camden County, and

therefore the district trustees and town superintendent examine

and license the teachers. All the schools have been kept free.

Kone of the schools are kept open all of the year. Owing to

the small number that will attend between the summer and

"winter sessions.

ZEBEDEE NICHOLSON,

Town Superintendent,

DELAWARE.

The present school law does not work to any advantage in

ir township. The money received from the State is but a
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trifle, and how that little should be distributed to be the most

useful, is exceedingly perplexing to many of the district trus-

tees. Some are for retaining it, or suffering it to remain in

the hands of the superintendent until a sum accumulates suffi-

tient to sustain a free school for at least three months, -which

they might be able to have perhaps once in two years. Some

say that in order to keep their school open, the child that at-

tends school the greatest number of days during the year

fehould receive the most benefit from the money—or, in other

words, the child should be benefitted by the money in propor-

tion to the number of days it attends school during the year^

Others allow the child that goes to school twenty days in the

year the same benefit of the money as the one that attends two

hundred and fifty days ; while many say that the money does

no good any how, that it makes the state of things worse in-

stead of better. Be that as it may, it is certain that in our

township the schools are not as well attended, nor the teachers

as well qualified as they were twenty years ago. We admit;

that it is no credit for us to write thus, but such too plainly

iippears to be the fact. At the time of our last report, we
hoped that by this time we would be able to say better things

concerning the state of our school affairs. We then expected

oui: legislature Would do something towards placing us on an

equality with neighboring townships at its next session. The
present law does not equalize advantages. The tax-payers as

a body are opposed to having their property taxed to the ex-

tent of raising either three or two dollars per child of legal

age in the township, for the purpose of sustaining free schools,

while there is but little or nothing contributed by many -who

should have a deep interest in the cause. They think a mo-

derate poll tax would assist in making a union of feeling in the

matter:

J. HORNER,
Town Superintendenti j
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WATERFORD.

In transmitting my annual report I have but very little to

say, further than I consider our schools in the district are in

a good and thriving condition as we can ask or expect. We
have five districts in the township, and are well supplied with

good teachers. I have found by decreasing the number of dis-

tricts we have larger and better schools ; so consequently the

greater the number of scholars, the better the teacher can be

procured, and the consequence is the better the children are

educated. The Township and State tax pays three-fourths of

our school bills, and each trustee and teacher manifesting a

laudable interest in the welfare of the children, which places

us in a condition that is a credit to themselves, and a blessing

to the children.

SAMUEL S. WILLS,

Town Superintendent.

CAMDEN CITY.

I send the report for the city of Camden, and would state

that our schools are in a prosperous condition, although as you

will notice a considerable number of the children of the city

have not applied for admission during the year, some attending

private schools, and many of the larger size among the poor

not attending at all.

We have accumulated school property to the amount of some

^16,000, most of which is paid for.

Various propositions have been made respecting an increase

of the efficiency of the board, mainly by adding to their num-

ber. However much tliis may be desired, these propositions

ire, I think, inadequate to the end, inasmuch as many of the

lembers being men of business cannot lose the time necessary
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to give them full satisfaction, and a much better plan, I con-

ceive, would be to adopt the plan which our act of incorpora-

tion meditated, by appointing a superintendent with a mode-

rate recompense attached, making the duties definite and ob-

ligatory.

S. BIRDSELL,

Town Superintendent.

CAPE MAY COUNTY.

DENNIS TOWNSHIP.

In making the annual report for the township of Dennis, Ho

marked alteration in the condition or progress of the schools

for some time past, can be observed. Nor can it be expected,

under the present system of organization, with the difficulties

to be encountered in obtaining suitable instructors, that much
improvement can be anticipated ; and it will be gratifying to

those who take an interest in our public schools, to find that

their condition hereafter shall favor a forward rather than a

retrograde movement.

The old subject of complaint, the want of efficient and

accomplished teachers, is one which no doubt has become

irksome to the State Superintendent
;
yet no remedy (unless

the State Normal School shall some day present one) has been

advanced that would seem to be tenable, or supply this signal

deficiency in public school system of the present day, in the

State of New Jersey. This is the radical and undoubted cause

of their slow and unprogressive course. And what avails the

storing of our school-houses with dictionaries, lexicons and

books containing all the improvements of the times, unless the

teacher shall have brains enough to comprehend, and industr

enough to make a proper application of them ?
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We likewise esteem it a degradation that we are compelled

to send to other States for teachers ; not always as a matter

of necessity, however, as in point of education and acquire-

ments, some of our native teachers are competent and de-

serving, and if they could only receive the impress of " foreign

importation," or be dubbed with the cognomen of "Yankee,"

their accomplishuients would be complete and satisfactory. I

do not wish, however, to detract from the deserving qualifica-

tions of the larger proportion of the gentlemen from the

Eastern States, who engage here in the avocation of teaching,

as they mostly carry Avith them the fruits of the excellent

system of schools, that have been perfect in most of those

favored States.

It is said that "money is the sinews of war"—not so of

public schools as a generality. No matter what amount of

treasure is lavished upon them, they must languish and decline,

unless they are nurtured and invigorated by the presence, and

under the supervision of a master mind, to govern, guide and

direct them in their multifarious operations ; then will the

acquisition of knowledge be easy and effectual, and our youth

receive the advantages of a liberal and practical education,

and our State the credit of perfecting and eliminating a sys-

tem, which will stand as a monument of her liberalit}', and be

acknowledged and admired as a precious boon in all tiine to

come.

The accompanying report contains, as far as practicable, the

information required by your instructions, and as they recom-

mend my remarks should be brief, I therefore close them,

although the subject is worthy their extension. I do not feel

at liberty to recommend any alteration in the school laws, so

long tested and well understood, fearful that any interference

might compromise their efficiency, and render them less de-

serving the confidence of the people, than they at present

commands
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The freeholders of the county have appointed no county

examiners for the present year. No report from the teachers

of this township has been received, in obedience to the act of

March thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-six. As the

form of a blank is contained in your present instructions, that

duty will probably be attended to during the coming year. It

would be well, however, for the State Superintendent to fur-

nish blanks for that^purpose.

You will perceive the first instalment from the State was

one hundred and twenty-four dollars and forty-eight cents,

and as the last payment, presumed to be the same, has not

been received in full by the county collector, and no portion

of it, or the quota of the interest of the surplus fund having

come to my hands, I am unable to make any report thereof.

MAURICE BEESLEY,
Town Superintendent.

LOWER.

In addition to the statistical report, I would remark that

there has not been that progress made in our public schools

as the importance of the subject demands, from the fact that

parents and trustees generally, do not manifest that interest

they should in the education of the rising generation. They

are, perhaps, sent to school three or four days in a week, and

not supplied with suitable books ; and I would remark, thau

unless a school is furnished with all the material necessary for

the school-room, there will not be that improvement that is

made where the schools are supplied with spelling, reading,

and writing books, and that are requisite in a well managed

school. I am well convinced if parents and trustees would

visit the schools often, and see to them as they do to other

things of not half the importance as the improvement of the

mind, such visits to the schools might be the means of cc

recting many evils, and also encourage both teachers f

scholars, and excite them to greater diligence. I think t"

37
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is not sufficient interest munifesteJ at the annual meetings

which are held for the purpose of selecting trustees, from thf

fact that so few attend those district meetings; if the ri^ht

kind of trustees arc not elected, it is not likely that such a

school will prosper. I would remark of the irregular attend-

ance of sending children to school, and then keeping them at

home half of the time, it is impossible for the child to make

any progress ; and beside, the teacher's feputation is injured

on account of the pupil making no improvement ; this is a

great evil, and most of the teachers complain of the same. I

have visited all the schools of the township, as often as cir-

cumstances will permit, which is at least once per quarter.

The branches mostly taught are spelling, reading, arithmetic,

grammar and geography. The school-houses of the several

districts are, with one or two exceptions, in good repair.

Some of them have been renovated, and the seats well ar-

ranged, and with plenty of play-ground attached to each of

them. In May last, the "Board of Chosen Freeholders," in

the plenitude of their wisdom, declared that no county ex-

aminers should be appointed for the county. The majority f>f

the teachers that arc teaching in the township were licensed pre-

vious to the doing away of the same. The salary paid !(•

teachers varies from one to one dollar and twenty-five cents

per day. AVe have availed ourselves of the provision of the

act of the last legislature, and secured for each of our school'^

AVebster's Unabridged Dictionary.

I would remark, lastly, that if our schools were graded, anfl

those of the higher grade be selected from each of the dis-

tricts, and a high school be established at some central place

in the township ; the children of the common schools would be

excited to put forth more exertions in regard to their studies,

so that they might be qualilieil to enter the higher school. I

think a plan of this kind might prove successful, and result in

touch good.

JOS. E. HUGHES,
Town Sup -rintendent.
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MIDDLE.

I have nothing of importance to report, further than the

statistics show. The condition of our schools is much the

same as contained in my report of last year. The interest

felt in the cause of education is, I think, increasing ; more

persons are enlisted in it, and appear more willing to use their

means to support schools. The mass, however, are not suffi-

ciently aroused to the importance of education, and this ap-

pears to be the principal reason why some of our schools are

not what they should b«.

Our school-houses, seven in number, are all frame buildings,

having but one room, with the exception of two, which have

two rooms each. Five of them have play grounds attached.

Our teachers, two of whom reside in the township, are giving

general satisfaction.

JOHN W. SWAIN,
Toivn Superintendent.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

BRIDGETON TOWNSHIP.

Dear Sir—lu connexion with the report from our town-

ship in reference to our public schools, I have not much to say

different from last year. Our schools are increasing in know-

ledge and numbers. Wo have taught in them thoroughly

algebra, arithmetic, geography, grammar, physiology, rhetoric,

metaphysics, history, reading, writing, and the English studies

generally taught in the public schools ; but we need more ar

better teachers, and hope the State Normal School, no-

operation, will be the means of remedying that defici
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I know several district schools where fanner's have to teach

through the winter, or be destitute of a school. I have na

alteration to propose in our present school laws, but that the'

superintendents, trustees and all concerned should execute

them with fidelity and \ igor-

. L. McBRIDE,
Toivn Superintendent.

DOWNE.

No county examiners have been appointed the past year,

there being a majority of the board of chosen freeholders

a^-ainst it. Most of the schools in the township arc in a

prosperous state, where the houses are sufficiently large to

accommodate the scholars. Some of the districts need larger

school rooms, and additional teachers, to do justice to those

who are entitled to the ])cnefits of the free system. The

teachers have been all licensed according to law, and the most

of them have been engaged in the work of teaching in pre-

vious years. The branches taught are reading, Avriting, arith-

metic, algebra, grammar, geography, history, pronunciation,

definition and derivation of words, and also some of the

mathematics. The books used by most of the districts are of

tiie improved kind, designed by the authors for the use of

schools, and classed in different series, and adapted to the

capacity and advancement of the learner. In most of the

districts the schools have been free the past year the time they

have been opened, and the expenses of the same defrayed

from the public funds.

WM. BACON,
Toivn Superintendent.

GREENWICH.

Teenwich township is divided into four districts ; three of

districts have annually about three quarters of public
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school. These schools would compare favorably with almost

any that are taught in the rurul districts. We have uniform

text books, and all pupils are classed according to their ad-

vancement. The most satisfactory results have been attained

l)y classifying the pupils, particularly amongst the more ad-

vanced ; it operates as a stimulus, it creates a rivalry, it in-

duces competition, and it also makes the class the teachers of

one another. Our schools are all supplied with blackboards,

and all scholars in mathematics are required to work examples

in the presence of the whole class. The most of our teachers

are well qualified for their vocations, having enjoyed superior

advantages in our higher seminaries of learning. A theo-

retical knowledge of the branches to be taught, an ability to

impart it to others, a thorough acquaintance with human
nature, and a good moral character are absolutely essential

qualifications for a competent teacher. I am pleased to re-

port that the schools are well attended, and supplied with good

and competent teachers, and the children give evidence of

advancement. It is much to be regretted that the patrons of

our schools visit them so little ; their presence occasionally

would urge the pupils to greater diligence.

The fourth district is composed entirely of colored children.

They number seventy-seven. They have two quarters of

school per year. The branches taught are reading, Avriting,

arithmetic and geography. The most of the patrons of this

school are entirely ignorant of the first principles of primary

English education. About one half of the pupils can read

and write, and some can "cypher right smart." Irreo-ular

attendance, bad associations, indolence, and the want of a

proper appreciation of the value of a good education, are the

principal drawbacks to their advancement. A decided educa-

tional improvement has been made in this district within the

last five years.
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We have no county examiners. The teachers have heen

regularly examined and licensed according to law.

E. HALL,
Tvivn Superintendent.

MAURICE RIVER.

In obedience to the requirements of the school law, I here-

with transmit my rejtort for the present year.

The blank furnished I have endeavored to fill to embrace

the information desired. The cause of education is advaucincr

rapidly, as it is now receiving the one thing needful, the en-

couragement of the people, both by the voting of sums . sufS-

cient for school purposes, and by seeing that it is properly

applied. The small and dilapidated school-houses which a

few years since disgraced us, have been succeeded by spacious,

well arranged buildings, Avhich are ornaments to our township,

and give evidence of the spirit and enterprise of our peojde.

Our system is not perfect, but I will not suggest the ways

and means to improve it, as there are others who yearly sug-

gest numerous ways of perfecting it. V^q, in Cumberland

county, have no board of examiners, and 'tis well for some of

the candidates for examination that there are none. In our

small districts it will not do to expect a near approach to per-

fection, for the salary is small, and will not recompense a good

scholar for his services.

WM. S. WARD,
Town Superintendent.

MILLVILLE.

Enclosed you will find the annual report for the schools in

Millville township.
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I believe the public schools in this township arc in about

the same condition as they have been for a few years past.

We have added one to the number in the fourth district, within

the last year, and there has been an excellent private school

started in the same district by the Rev. J. H. Northup, which

I think w^ill have a tendency of elevating the standard of our

public schools.

I think our public schools arc sadly deficient of competent

teachers, more especially the outer districts, wliere ihcre is

oither none or but a small amount of district tax money raised,

consequently they cannot engage the services of a competent

teacher ; and but very few of those applying for license can

bear any kind of an examination, conse(],uently, if I license

any, it must be incompetent teachers. ^

"We have no board of examiners for the county. The tcacli-

31-8 have nearly all been examined and licensed according to

law.

D. W. MOORE,
Town Superintendent.

ESSEX COUNTY.

BELLEVILLE TOWNSHIP.

A general statement of our affairs you will find noticed in

your schedule, which I return. We have no special change to

notice in our school arrangements since last season. All our

schools except one, the South Belleville, have been kept open

during the year, and a very laudable interest has been mani-

fested in their advancement by the several boards of trustees,

and some of our schools have made good progress. Our

schools, under the charge of female teachers, deserve special
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commendation. The want of interest among parents, noticed

in a former report, is still a lamentable olistacle to the success

and good order of the schools. A want of punctuality in the

attendance of the scholars, which can only he enforced by pa-

rents and guardians, being much complained of by all of our

tcichers. Another diificulty has been much in the way of our

prosperity, the frequent change of teachers, and the few to be

round possessing the experience and firmness of mind requisite

to carry on the work of educating children. This has given

us much anxiety, and even now, but one or two of our schools

seom to be but temporarily supplied. We hope our Normal

School will ere long relieve us of this embarrassment.

SAMUEL L. WARD,

^ Town Supenntendent.

CALDWELL.

Our schools are generally in a prosperous condition. The

public money is distributed equally in each quarter during the

year. Six of the districts employ their teachers at a stipula-

ted amount per quarter. Teachers are better paid than for-

merly, and consequently are becoming more "permanent. An
institute has been held in this county ; five (^f the teachers at-

tended and were highly gratified.

There is also a township association of teachers that meets

weekly for mutual improvement.

M. S. CANFIELD,

Town Superintendent.

CLINTON.

In one of the districts of this township there is no school,

and has been none for several years. Its contiguity to th e
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city of Newark, where there are superior educational advanta-

ges, has rendered it doubtful whether a school could heretofore

have been sustained. The people of this district, which is a

populous and influential one, are now zealously moving in the

subject of the erection of a school house.

A consistent and earnest interest is manifested by all classes

in the subject of education, and a growing desire to raise the

character and condition of the schools plainly perceptible.

—

Competent teachers are sought, and the expenses of the schools

met promptly and cheerfully by the tax-payers. An increase

of tax, by one-third over the appropriation of last year, has

been made this. In three of the schools assistants have been

introduced, with excellent results. The trustees of the various

districts are, as a general rule, earnest in the discharge of thei;.'

duties, which, when well performed, are by no means light.

—

The school edifices, though plain, are respectable, and are well

cared for. An excellent corps of teachers are now in charge

of the schools. Pains taking, zeal and an earnest desire to

promote the well being of their pupils make their efforts.

JNO. WHITEHEAD,
Toum Superintendent.

LIVINGSTON.

Enclosed I send my second annual report for Livingston, as

nearly correct as I am able to furnish it from the materials, as

I have received no teacher's reports. "We have no county ex-

aminers appointed. The schools are in tolerable working

order. Three districts have kept open twelve months, one ten

months, and one nine months. The children attending school

are principally in the elementary branches. The larger chil-

dren, either not attending school at all, or being sent away to

higher schools, Avhich shows the necessity of having higher

schools appointed. In regard to the working of the present

school system, my opinion is not changed from my last report,
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that it is imperfect, all will admit. In order to approximate

to perfection we must have free schools. Free schools, they

are the foundation of our great republic ; the keystone to our

liberties ; a thorn in the heart of aristocracy, and a safeguard

to our great and glorious Union. Talk of dissolution of the

Union. " Educate the children," and in the next place, in a

pecuniary point, it would not cost as much in the aggrcgrate

to educate our children as it now does ; our school houses wouhl

be all well filled, the effects of which we would see in the rising

generation. Now, if the legislature do not feel willing to as-

sume the responsibility of passing a general free school law

similar to those now in operation, let them pass an act to lay

it before the people at their next annual cle<j^ion, and let them

decide free schools or no free schools. Lastly, in adopting the

free school system, we, on a wild speculation, the end of which

we cannot see, we can see it in full operation in the city of

Newark, New York and many other places ; therefore, I see

no reason for any delay, the sooner vro have it the better ; it is

the only true system for a free country.

II. Y. B. JACOBUS,
Town Superintendent.

NEW PROVIDENCE.

It will be seen by the statistical report herewith transmitted,

that none of the children have attended school for the period

of twelve months. This is owing to the fact that none of our

schools have been kept in operation for the whole year ; one

cause of this may be the frequency of change of teachers from

want of suitable compensation or capability, long to sustain

themselves in their profession in one place.

We have no county examiners, consequently the duty of ex-

amining teachers devolves on the superintendent and trustees,

which duty in general has been attended to.
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There have been no schools maintaincl free during the past

year in this township ; the public money has been apportioned

to each quarter, which amount is deducted from the teacher's

salary, leaving the patrons of the school to settle the balance,

and as our schools are small, it makes the amount paid by the

employers in some districts quite large, as you may see by the

report.

JOHN N. DOUGHTY,
Town Superintendent.

ORANGE.

Your printed blank has been filled as understood at the time

of filling, but may not be, in all particulars, correct. The

amount of money raised for the support of schools in the toAvn-

ship is set down at three thousand dollars, but none of it will

be realized until the beginning of the new year. The balance

remaining from last year, and three-fourths of the amount said

to have been received from the state, is all that has been used.

With respect to the number of schools, our largest district

numbers but one school, while four teachers are engaged in

conducting it.

We are well circumstanced with respect to the qualifications

of our teachers, and doubt whether any township in the state

of equal ability is more fortunate in this respect. The neces-

sity, as well as the choice of this, is laid upon us—for were it

not so, the high order of the private schools among us would

entirely eclipse the public schools.

The reluctance of many men of property to give their in-

fluence to our common school system, is still matter of regret,

and the wisdom of the legislature ought to devise a method to

remove it. The worst feature of which these men complain is

that men of small means are not subject to any tax at all for

schools, while they have a right and the power to take the
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money of the rich from them by force of law, for that pur-

pose. It is probable that an increased poll tax, or a specific

school tax, would go very far towards reconciling this class of

citizens to our school system—a consummation devoutly to bo

wished, and which would soon be exhibited in the removal of

dilapidated school houses, and the erection of such as would,

by their style and convenience, give evidence that they belong

to the present age.

A. II. FREEMAN,
Town Superintendent.

PLAINFIELD.

The cause of education continues to make satisfactory pro-

gress among us. Our public school is among the first, if not

the very first, of schools in this state—supported wholly and

continuously by public tax—has had its efficiency and useful-

ness largely increased, by the erection during the past summer,

of a wing twenty by thirty feet, and corresponding to the three

stories of the main building, at an expense of over twelve hun-

dred dollars. This addition has been fitted up and furnished

exclusively for recitation and class rooms, and relievos a want

for some years seriously felt, owing to the large number at-

tending the school.

For the encouragement of the friends of free schools and

popular education, I can say that the large amounts annually

required for the support of our institution, have always been

cheerfully voted and paid by our citizens, and these amounts,

for the past eight years, make an aggregate of nearly fourteen

thousand dollars. The total number of those opposing by

their votes the support of the school has not amounted to half

a dozen yearly.

C. H. STILLMAN,
Town Superintendent.
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RAHWAY.

I herewith transmit to you the report of the state and con-

dition of the schools in the township. Nearly all the districts

have been supplied with teachers for the year. Most of the

teachers have been at their posts for a considerable time, which

I deem a matter of the utmost importance for the welfare of

the schools. The schools arc in a prosperous state, and it

gives me much pleasure to state that the progress made is sure.

The teachers complain of the irregularity in the attendance of

the scholars ; they complain of the parents who retain their

children at home, very frequently on the slightest pretexts.

The schools are all free ; the people are very liberal in

raising funds enough to support free schools, (viz : $3 per

child,) in addition to the state tax.

The school houses are all in good repair ; most of them

being new, and nearly so.

JOHN H. JANEWAY,
Town Superintendent.

tJNION.

I have but little to add to the statistical report, which iij

herewith transmitted. Our school houses are all frame or

wooden buildings, and generally in good condition. They are.

however, destitute of play grounds, and, with one exception,

of maps and globes, and other furniture ; the one greatly to

the discomfort, the other to the disadvantage of the scholars.

In default of the board of chosen freeholders to appoint ex-

aminers—a very serious evil, an inexcusable omission of duty

on the part of the board—the examination of teachers devolves

upon me and the trustees of the several districts, which has

been attended to according to the law on this subject. Our
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teachers possess a good degree of qualification for their work,

but all are not " apt to teach," a deficiency not so much of

knowledge of the branches taught, as of a happy facility to

govern and instruct, so as to inspire the love of knowledge, and

to develope those powers and capacities by which it may be

secured. Some of our teachers, however, arc doing nobly.

—

It is a pleasure to visit their schools.

ROBERT STREET,
Toum Superintendent.

WESTFIELD.

District No. 5, is the only one in the township which keeps

a legal record of its pupils, and that has not reported their at-

tendance. I have made my reports from records of my visits,

and they only approximate to the truth.

I purpose, on my next visit to the schools, to supply each

teacher with a form to fill up, and shall not be in a hurry to

pay his order until I receive the information to which I am le-

gally entitled.

District No. 4, (Locust Grove.) has taken advantage of the

law and erected a new school house. District No. 6, (Willow

Grove,) needs a new school house, but the inhabitants, at their

last meeting, did not agree to raise the requisite funds. If

you would sentl me a dozen or more copies of the school laws,

to circulate among our trustees and people, they would tend to

dispel the prejudices which prevent raising sufiicient funds for

the erecting and repairing of school houses.

"We have no uniform system of school books in this township.

But districts three, four, and five, have done something in the

way of furnishing their pupils with books. They may thank

their teachers for that. Books could be purchased by the

trustees, and placed in a library in the school, to be furnished
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to the pui)lls at wholesale prices, if tlie law required it. Such

a law would doubtless save the cause of education in New Jer-

sey more than one thousand dollars yearly, and the scholars

would have better books in the bargain.

Last winter the teacher in District No. 1, informed me that

he had ten varieties of arithmetics to teach.

The teacher of No. 4 had seventeen pupils, and about as

many classes. District No. 5, with between sixty and seventy

attending pupils, had only three whole copies of any variety of

arithmetic when their present worthy teacher entered the

school. The other kinds of school books in said schools, were

but little better.

If all the school trustees of the township were required to

meet the superintendent semi-annually, three important objects

might be gained by such meetings. First, teachers could be

examined or re-licensed. Secondly, suitable books could be in-

troduced, and worthless books expelled from the schools.

—

Thirdly, arrangements could be made in small townships for at

least one school, similar to the free academies in large towns,

where advanced scholars could have competent teachers to give

them their undivided attention.

We would like to show our children an academy into which

they may enter if they please. Many parents would gladly

send their sons three miles, to give them the advantages which

the children of towns possess.

The least expensive and, at the same time, the most expedi-

tious method of bringing such institutions into existence, is to

call all the school trustees of each township semi-annually to-

gether, with legal instructions how and when to act.

I have seen no county visitors in this township. One dollar

per day is no compensation for such important services.

JONATHAN CORY, Jr.,

Town Superintendent.
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

DErTFOllD TOWNSHIP.

In filling up tlic blank report received from you, of the con-

dition of the schools in this township, I find great difficulty in

correctly stating the number of children who have attended

school for the fractional periods of the year, as I was only

elected superintendent last spring, and have not been able to

get a correct account of the winter schools. But I have for-

warded them to you about as I received them from the trus-

tees, in the way I thought best.

I have received school money to the amount of sixteen hun-

dred and fifty-four dollars and forty-three cents. There was

no county examiner appointed by the freeholders.

I have visited the schools generally, some of them several

times. I think they are doing as well as formerly. I think

there is a chance for improvement in school-houses. I am
appropriating the money according to school law.

N. S. ABBOTT,
Totvn Superintendent.

fRANKLIN.

In connection with my report, I will just say that there arc

twelve schools now open in the township, two of which are

kept open during the year, vacations included, the rcmahidcr

are kept open from four to nine months, all of which are sup-

ported by the money received frolii the State and county, and

raised by tax in township and districts. The amount received

from State, ; raised by tax in the township, fifteen

hundred dollars, and in district number one, six hundred

dollars, all of which is to be appropriated for tuition, examiner

appointed, teachers licensed, condition of school.
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branches taught, as I would desire. The causes, I think, are

principally from irregular attendance of the scholars, and the

neglect of trustees in visiting the schools, which has a great

tendency, in my opinion, to impede the progress 6l education.

The operation of the present school law, I believe that

when the people become fully awake to their interests in the

education of their children, and the officers connected with the

school department faithfully discharge their duties, that the

present law will be attended with excellent results.

The school-rooms in nearly all the districts are comfortable

and convenient, with play-grounds sufficient to accommodate

the children for exercise.

There is still a deficiency of uniform books* In my report

of the township, I recommended the propriety of appointing

a committee to make a selection of books of the most improved

and approved system of uniform, tc be introduced into all the

schools in the township, which I am in hopes will be attended

to.

STEPHEN G. PERCH,
Toivn Superintendi-nU

GREEXWICIl.

In addition to the statistical report, I find nothing of ma-

terial interest to add, further than to comply with your sug-

gestions.

1st. The amount paid per fjuarter for tuition, as set down

in the fourteenth column, is the whole sum paid or received by

the teachers, being from three cents per day to five dollars per

quarter, according to the different branches taught.

2d. Under the head, amount received from other sources, as

set down in the 17th column, was received from interest on

surplus revenue. "

38
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3d. The amount raised for ]juildiiig and repairing scliool-

houses, as set down in the eighteenth column, was raised by

taxation in school district number five, to aid in building a

new frame school-house of the first class ; the dimensions

bein<T twchfj-cight l»y thirtj-eight feet, which has just been

completed.

4th. Examiners have not been appointed for the county this

year.

5th. The teachers have been regularly examined and licensed

according to law.

There h;)S been no schools maintained free during the past

year in this township. The public funds have been distributed

by the trusti'cs in due proportion, through each quarter,

leaving the employers to settle the balance.

JOHN STETSER,
Toioii Superintendent.

Hi\?vRISON.

In connection with iny tabular report, I will briefly say that

the popular interest in general education in our township is

increasing. Our citizens are Iteginning to appreciate the im-

portance of employing better qualified teachers than formerly.

In two of our districts the teachers are employed by the year,

at liberal Kalaries. I think this plan preferable to the old one

of charging each scholar per diem. It is one much less trou-

blesome to the teacher, and I think more satisfactory to em-

ployers. I hope it will be generally adopted in our township.

The board of freeholders, at their last annual meeting, ne-

glected to select a county examiner, consecjuently the duty

of examining candidates has devolved upon the township

superintendents. Allow mc to suggest the importance of

amending the school law iu this particular, so that the county
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examiners may be selected by the teachers institutes of the

respective counties. In that case the selections will bo made

with more reference to the duties required, than at the present

time.

KEASBY PANCOAST,
' Town Superintendent.

WOOLWICH.

I regret being unable to write as flattering a report of the

school operations in this township as I would wish. They

seem to be the same as they were when I was first elected su-

perintendent in another township six years ago, and that is

just l^ecping afloat ; sometimes with bright prospects and

flattering hopes, then down, down they sink, almost beyond

resuscitation. The fault is, the compensation of teachers is

insufficient ; we want money enough to keep the schools free,

or ejse none at all. The amount now raised and appropriated

is rather a curse than a benefit, that is the sole cause of the

dissatisfaction and opposition to the school interests, as far aa

I am capable of ju aging.

We want teachers from the normal school, and to be engarred

to teach for a longer term than three or six months, as is

now the case. We want the trustees, as well as the parents,

to visit the schools. I do not know of a single visit being

raad-e by a parent during my term of office. We want a uni-

form system of teaching, such as can be acquired at a Normal
School, and a uniform set of books to be used throughout the

township. And until these changes are efiectcd, our schools

will not prosper as they should. All the teachers have been

licensed. There were no county examiners appointed for this

year.

TIIOS. REEVES,
Town Superintendent,
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HUNTERDON COUl!rTY.

BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP.

Herewith you have iny report for the present year. All

tlie money thus far expended has been on orders from the

district trustees, indorsed by the teachers. As no register in

kept in our schools, it is impossible to give you a true account

'if the number of children attending school at the different

periods of the year. I believe, ho^tever, that the estimation I

have HKide is not far from being correct. In my calculations,

[ have not taken into account any of the part districts where

the school house was located out of the township. The board

<tf chosen freeholders have not elected examiners for this

county the present year. Two schools have been kept free

only a part of the year. In most of the districts the public

funds are divided, so that the teacher receives a certain pro-

portion on each ([uarter, collecting the balance from his em-

ployers ; this plan seems to give the best satisfaction, owing

to the fact that many of the poorer class of children are

compelled to labor during the summer months, consequently

the winter season is the only opportunity they have of going

to school, and by appropriating a certtun portion of the public

money on each quarter during the whole year, the rights of all

;ne respected, and a better feeling exists. As to the teachers

emidoyed in this township, I am happy to* say that I believe

they are laborious and faithful in the discharge of the duties

rlicy are called on to perform. As a whole body, I do not

liesitate to say that they Avill compare favorably with any

township in the county. In visiting their schools, I have

found them uniformly friendly and courteous, and their schools

in order and discipline commendable. From the opportunities

I liave had of learning the sentiment of the people of this

township, I am decidedly of the opinion that a great majority

is in favor of a Avell regulated free school law, operating
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equally all over the State, and our free school system will

never be what it should until our State passes a general law

making the schools entirely free throughout the State. This

duty she owes to her children, and being abundantly able, she

ought to perform it without furtlicr delay. The present sys-

tem of raising money or not, as the majority happens to be

iu favor or against, is a source of much trouble and ill feeling,

and ought to be set aside, and a general law enacted in its

stead, giving the blessings of a good education to every child,

whether they be rich or poor, in the whole State.

MOSES FARROW,
Town Superintendent.

DELAWARE.

I hereby transmit the annual report for this township.

The interest manifested in the welfare of our public schools

is increasing. The schools are, with one or tA'o exceptions,

supplied with competent teachers. If we could have a uniform

system of text book^ in our public schools, it would materially

add to the interest and improvement of them. Our public

money is divided, a portion to each term, and no school has

been kept free the past year. Parents and guardians have

been willing to pay in most of the schools larger salaries to

teachers than formerly, which secures to them better teachers.

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, furnished by the State, has

been placed iu nearly all the schools.

HENRY F. TROUT,
Town Superintendent.

LAMBERTVILLE.

The town of Lambertville, which comprises this school dis-

trict, has one public school house, built of brick, containing six
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rooms, with ante-rooms attached for chiklrcn's hats, &c. The

house is in good repair, very convenient, and in a healtliy and

beautiful situation, commanding a view of the town and adja-

cent country. Large play grounds are also attached to the

school house.

The State appropriation for the past year in this district,

amounted to two hundred and fifty-nine dollars and sixty-two

cents ; the district meeting appropriated six hundred dollars to

pay ])art of the principal and the interest of the debt on our

school house, and twelve hundred doHars raised by town for

educational purposes, making a total of two thousand and fifty-

nine dollars and sixty-two cents, devoted to the interests of the

public school in this district.

One male and five female teachers have been employed du-

ring the whole of the last year in our school, and it has been

kept open ten months.

In the district we have five hundred and forty-two children,

of whom four hundred and seventy-two have attended our pub-

lic school, some of which, as will be seen by the accompanying

report, .attended but a short time ; a large portion attended

only six months, which is occasioned by the opening, in April

last, of a free school, in connection with the Roman Catholic

Church in this place, and has now one hundred children in at-

tendance. We have also in this district a school for boys and

girls, numbering twenty-six, in which the common English

branches are taught ; another school of nine boys, studying

the classics and mathematics, preparatory to entering college,

and also a female seminary, in which the higher English branches

are taught, with music, French, &c.

It is impossible to state precisely how often the school has

been visited by the superintendent and trustees during the past

year, as there has been no register kept for the purpose in the

school. The superintendent has visited at least six times, du-

ring the seven months the school has been open, since his ap-
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pointmcnt to that office, two of the trustees probably twiee

each, and one certainly not at all, and as it may readily he per-

ceive<l, they are unacquainted with its wants, and it is there-

fore not as efficient as it would be if they took a greater in-

terest in its success.

Although there have been some difficulties to encounter, I

am happy to state the advancement in our public school is en-

couraging, some of the higher classes especially, show a mind

well trained to reasoning, and master some of their studies in

a way that v^ould be creditable to much older persons,

WILLIAM COWIX,

Town Superintendent.

EARITAX.

I have but little to add, and nothin;i that is interestinjx or

encouraging relative to the condition of the schools in this

township. One thing is certain, we make little or no advance-

ment ; and this, in a great measure, is owing to the want of in-

terest manifested by the people in the cause of education. A
very few of the districts show any symptoms of improvement

or desire to elevate their schools above the condition they vrere

in years gone by. In those, their interest is plainly manifest

to the eye of the casual observer from the degree of thrift,

neatness and comfort that dwell in and around the school hou-

ses. But in the others, there is nothing ihat indicates any im-

provement—they are poorly provided v,ith comfor.al)le and con-

venient houses, and the internal arrangements give evident to-

kens of great antiquity and cruel torture to young and tender

constitutions.

In this county we have no board of examiners, and conse-

quently this duty devolves upon the superintendents and trus-

tees- This is a great error, and should be remedied, and until
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something is effected to reform the evil, the cause of education

must and will suffer. It leads to the exceedinsly dangerous

practice of employing teachers that are, in the majority of in-

stances, incompetent and worse than worthless. Xo teacher

should ever be allowed to enter a school room for the purpose

of teaching, or be employed by a body of trustees, until he

produces a certificate of license from the proper authorities.

—

As the custom is at present, the teacher's capabilities and qua-

lifications arc never scrutinized, nor even thought of until tho

time arrives to draw the public funds, after having occupied

the post of teacher three or six months. This fact places the

superintendent in very peculiar circumstances to perform his

duties faithfully and in accordance with the letter and spirit of

the law, and in justice to the great interests of education, he

should reject the greater majority of applicants; in doing this

he will bring down the Avrath and indignation of a majority of

the district, as well as the trustees. In many instances, the

teacher being a relative of some one or more of the trustees,

or in some way a part or parcel of the district.

This must in sonic way be remedied, if we ever expect to

have our schools placed upon a proper basis. Nothing but a

positive enactment to this effect will ever work a change.

In this as well as the adjoining townships, it is a very dififi-

cult matter to gain any true statistics relative to the state, con-

dition or progress of the schools. Not one of the districts

have complied with the rccjuircments of the act of last winter
;

no book of records has been kept, and all the facts reported to

vou have had to be gleaned little by little, from the memory or

supposition of teachers. Thus you see, nothing submitted in

my report can be very reliable, based as they are upon such

facts as could be recollected by those occupying the post of

teachers.

In conclusion, wl- need something more stringent in tho law

to arouse parents, trustees, teachers and superintendents to the
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proper fulfilment of tlieir duties, before our schools will become

such as they ought to be.

J. ALFRED GRAY,
Toivn Superintendent.

READINGTON.

The whole number of districts in tliis township is twelve, and

five parts, making seventeen in all. The school houses of the

township are all frame buildings, except one, which is of stone
;

two of them are two stories high, and ten but one story. aU
are in good repair; five have play grounds attached, and seven

have the public highway—the very place where scholars ought

not to be. Seven are supplied with the proper furniture and

apparatus, and five are not. I have made sixteen visits to the

different schools since the first of April last, the trustees being

present at each visit except one. From the first of April last,

I have examined and licensed seven teachers, renewed licenses

for four, and rejected one.

No county examiners have been appointed in this county
;

our freeholders were urged to appoint them last spring, but re-

fused to do it. It appears to me that in^case the board of free-

holders refuse to appoint examiners, they (the freeholders)

should be required by law to examine the teachers.

Our schools were furnished with registers last spring, since

which time there will be no difficulty in making out a correct

report.

There have been no free schools during the past year in this

township. The public funds have been distributed in due pro-

portion through each quarter. Will not the present legislature

give us a law to use the revenues of the state for schools?

—

We think our schools are in a prosperous condition, and the

cause of education advancing in our township.

GEORGE W.. YROOM,
Toicn Superintendent,
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There lire no county examiners. The schools of the town-

ship have, in no case, been kept free. The money coming

iVom the state is divided among those who attend school ; a

portion of it in each term that is taught ; this being found to

produce the most benclit to the children, as well as the em-

ployers. This is all that is to be divided among them, as you

))erceivc we raise no money at our town meetings. The diffi-

culty in doing so, instead of getting less, actually increases

every year, and forms, in my opinion, one of tho principal

objections to our present school law. Another is, the mode of

licensing teachers by the several boards of district trustees.

—

As it is now practiced, it is no projection to the persons send-

ing to school the pupil, that they will be supplied with a com-

petent teacher. All the power the superintendent has, is to

appoint a time for himself and the trustees of the district to

meet and examine tho teacher. Now, in all cases in which

trustees have employed a teacher, they will license, let the re-

quirements be what they may. The superintendent feels it

his duty to appoint the time and meet the trustees. The li-

cense is sure, at least^as long as any public money lasts. And
the teacher is then a candidate for another school where there

is some " free money," and some of them roam from district

to district, seeking that especial object, considering it a species

of public plunder, instead of an offering set apart by the State

to train minds for immortality. I hope to see a better state of

things before Ion";.

JOHN BLANE,
/ Town Superintendent.
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HUDSON COUNTY.

UARRTSON TOWNSUIP.

At the last annual town meeting, I was elected town super-

intendent of schools for Harrison township, in the county of

Hudson. This township has been divided into three school

districts, Passaic, Meadow, and East Newark. There has been

no school in Passaic for some years ; the children have been

sent to the Meadow district school, and therefore the trustees

for the Meadow district, John Duke, John Boyd, Jr., and John

Fullanffer, have made a list of the children in these two dis-

tricts as one, viz., ninety children. A school house has been

built in the Meadow district in a suitable situation, and the

land has been purchased, on which it stands, for fifty-five dol-

lars. Mr. Robert Boody has been teaching school for some

years past, he continues his school twelve weeks in a quarter,

five days in each week ; school begins at nine in the morning,

and continues until twelve, commences at one in the afternoon,

and remains until four or five. He has about forty scholars,

twenty girls, and twenti' boys ; average attendance is thirty-

four ; his compensation received from me thus far, has been

sixty-five dollars a quarter ; nearly twenty of his scholars have

been sent from East Newark district. He has been using

in this school Teacher's Assistant Practical Arithmetic, Comly's

Spelling and Reading Book, Saunders' Second Reader, Mr.

Griffin's Second Reader, Oolumbian Orator, Lovell's United

States Speaker, Concise System of Geography, G. R. C.

Smith, Emma Willard's History of the United States, abridged

for schools.

I proposed that each scholar should read a verse in the Bible

to commence school, unless the parents sent a written request

that their child should not read a verse, believing that educa-

tion without religion is vain and useless ; that the Bible is the

corner-stone and key-stone of our free institutions, that no
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person can object to its precepts or its morality ; and unless

we follow those precepts, our civil and religious liberty will be

swept away by ignorance and crime.

In East Newark district, owing to the difficulty of finding a

room, they have only recently established a school. The num-

ber of children in that district is two hundred and twenty-

three. Mr. James Irving has been the only active trustee.

Mr. Mayliew in a late work on the means and ends of edu-

cation, throws out some very useful hints. *' Scholars should

read what they can thoroughly understand. They will thus

become more interested in their reading ; and read much more

extensively, not only wiiile young but in after life. The

teacher in arithmetic should add practical questions, till the

class can readily apply the principles of each rule to the ordi-

nary transactions of business.

" It ought to be the object of government to see how high

free schools and free institutions can raise the great mass of

population. Diligent oflbrt should be made to arouse the

public mind to an appreciation of the importance and necessity

of universal education. Public opinion should condemn every

citizen who docs not educate his children to read and write."

My impression is that no child born in this country should

vote, unless he could read and write. This would be my nat-

uralization laAv.

The Massachusetts Colony laws of sixteen hundred and

forty-two, fined every parent who did not educate his children.

The laws of that state, passed in eighteen hundred and fifty,

in relation to education, recognizes this principle. The legis'

lature of New Jersey, for the prevention of crime, and for the

purjtose of instilling into the minds and hearts of her citizens

principles of virtue and intelligence, might compel every pa-

rent or guardian to educate their children. What a noble
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Spectacle would be presented, if every child in New Jersey

could read und write.

WALTER RUTHERFORD,
Town Sui>erintendent.

EtOBOKfeN<

Enclosed I hand you the report of tlie public schoola of the

city of Hoboken, under my charge as superintendent. I have

no details to add to my more extended report of last year, ex-

cept that, owing to the exertions of the present trustees and a

change in some of the teachers, the scholars are progressing

very favorably, and the schools are popular. This is demon-

strated by the fact, that whilst in the city of New York one-

third is deemed the usual proportion of children attending

the public schools, we have rather exceeding one-half. We
have no public school buildings belonging to the city, and have

(as I stated last year) been indebted to the Messrs. Stevens for

buildings, and they have this year raised and furnished another

of three stories, and free of rent-charge, so that notwithstand-

ing the paltry amount of appropriation from the state treasury,

I trust to be able to meet the increased expenses, without the

necessity for appealing to our citizens.

The only suggestion I have to offer is, the hope that the

subject of public school appropriations will be brought before

the legislature, that a more liberal provision may be made from

the public revenues, for extending the blessings of education.

I am fully aware of the sentiment prevailing with our legisla-

tors, that the people of New Jersey would never return them

to their seats if they passed such a law ; but, in my humble

opinion, it is an insult to the people of New Jersey, and when-

ever a fair expression of public sentiment is brought to bear,

that it will be found to be largely in favor of a more liberal

policy.

EDMUND CHARLES,
Town Superintcndentt
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NORTH BERGEN.

I have numbered the respective columns, and submit some

remarks respectfully under each in order.

1. The six districts are •wholly within the township, ex-

cepting one. But the body of the population lies within it,

and the school house is situated within the township. The

relative proportion of children is two hundred and sixty-eight

in North Bergen township, and that of lluckensack township,

Bergen county, is forty-eight.

2. Reports have been received from each of the districts

having school houses, excepting one at Secaucus, an insulated

district of small population, and in which the school is tempo-

raril}' closed. I have given the correct statistics involved in

the district, from my personal knowledge.

3. In explanation of the deficiency of school houses in the

townsliip, it must be remembered that the districts are of une-

<|ual dimensions, and the alteration of boundary lines next to

impossible. In one of these, the whole number of children of

legal age is but twenty-six. This district had been a part of

the large one of New Durham number four, but was united to

that of the English Neighborhood gate, in Bergen county.

Owing to dissatisfaction they withdrew at a period when the

former district of New Durham had been incorporated, and it

was impossible to reunite. The distance from the New Dur-

ham school house is over two miles. The children arc taught

in private schools and in public schools of adjacent districts.

The remaining district was deprived of a school house by the

division of the township, occasioned by the incorporation of

the city of Hudson. The school district had not been incor-

porated, and the school house falling without the limits of the

present township, it was anxiously desired on my j)art to annex

the remnant of West Hoboken school district, lying within

the township, but the inhabitants of the latter refused to alter
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their local boundaries, thus leaving over forty childreai witliout

the opportunity of being educated, except at a very great ex-

pense. This will be understood Avhen it is stated that the

8um of $2000 or $2500 is raised by the whole town at the

spring meeting, and distributed in the proportion of children

in each district. It may Ije proper to add that the inhabitants

of the districts w^ould not co-operate with the superintendent

in his efforts to provide them with the proposed opportunities

of instruction. Of the remaining districts it will be sufficient

to add that two of them are divide<l into two apartments, and

employ each a male and female teacher.

4. This column is exactly correct.

5. 6. 7. 8. 9. These figures arc approximations made after

careful personal investigation, and may be relied on as the

nearest possible that can be made. In column 9, the number
given is of children in the public schools. It would, however,

be wrong to infer that all the balance of thirteen hundred and
nineteen had been without any instruction during the year.

A number of those has been instructed in Sunday schools.

Not a few have acquired the knowledge of letters and the art

of reading in the Sundav schools, wdiiie in the sinorle districts

of New Durham, there are now not less than one hundred and

thirty children in select and parochial schools.

10. No remarks.

11. The number of colored children is about twelve, none

•f whom have evoi' been induced, although means hjive been

iKed to induce them to enter the public schools.

12. No rcmcirks.

13. This does not include vacations. Each of the schools

has been in operation all the year excepting one, which has

been closed three months.

14. In this township it is impossible to maintain a district
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school^ unless it be free. Whore the districts arc too small
to allow a sufficient distribution for this purpose, it is alike

out of the question to erect a school house or to employ a
teacher. And the influence of the surrounding free schools

contributes greatly to this result.

15. Raised by "special act," flic assessment being made
upon the property of the whole township.

10. The semi-annual appropriation in May last, and the

quarterly appropriation in October, are included in this

column. The latter sum has not yet reached the superin-

tondent, up to date.

18. If this sum ($050) was assessed for enlarging the
school house in West Iloboken, the remainder was for a new
building at Bull's Ferry. In the latter place the trustees and
patrons adopt the method of dividing the cost 'of their con-

templated school hou.'ie by successive annual assessments.

10. The sum given is that Avhich is assessed, not that which
has been distributed. The distribution is about twenty-four
hundred dollars. The payments of public money are so dila-

tory and in such small sums, that notice of appropriations

cannot bo sent, as is contemplated in the statute, for the
superintendent cannot appropriate that which he has not
received. There is due from the collector, town committee
and constables, the sum of 81020, to the schools of the town-
ship, all of it for a year, and a portion for two years. I
cannot \\;ithhold from you the knowlcd^ of this fact, or
refrain from noticing the extreme difficulty of getting hold of
tlie i)ublic money. In an exhibit of the state of the public

•hools of the township, so important an item should not pass
^vitljout observation. If it should be asked how with an
annual deficit from this cause free schools arc still maintained,
it is answered that the districts which have a small population
are compelled to close their schools, while the over populous
districts, by reason of the great ratio of children, draw an



609

amount of the whole sum assessed actually beyond what is

required, and are tlius able to continue their schools, even
under a deficit. Of course, sir, these remarks are confided to
your judgment, and are not made with' a view to any undue
publicity.

20. No remarks.

21. No remarks*

22. No remarks.

23. The salary of male teachers falls below $500, only in a
single instance.

24. No remarks.

It is hardly necessary to add anything to these suggestive
facts. It is simply evident that the township, the honor and
responsibility of whose school superintendence is confided to
the undersigned, cannot but labor under the most serious dis-
advantage, arising from the inequality of the several districts.
and the inseparable difficulty of altering their territorial
limits.

The undersigned, in obedience to directions, adds that the
law respecting county examiners is strictly complied with by.
the chosen freeholders, and that so far as the township is con-
cerned, is applied to the licensing of all our teachers.

^YM. Y. V. MABOW,
2'own Superintendent.

S9
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MERCER COUNTY.

EAST WINDSOR TOWNSHIP.

In this township there has been more interest manifested in

schools for the past year than the preceding year. We have

several districts that we have excellent schools in ; but still

there neeils more interest manifested by parents and guardians,

or we shall never have our schools what they should be.

There is one other fault in our schools, that one-half of the

houses that school is taught in, are not fit for stables, being

very cold and badly ventilated. The child, in going to school,

should have a comfortable place ; or, by not furnishing such a

place, he is very apt to think he is neglected, and he has

good cause to think so.

JOHN BUTCHER,
Town Superintendent,

HAMILTON.

Our schools in Hamilton, I honestly believe, have not simply

remained stationary, but have advanced in all substantial ele-

ments of improvement. AVe have a corps of teachers among

us, not easily surpassed, in talent, tact, scholastic attainments,

with moral and educational qualifications, requisite for all the

demands of an ordinary, and in many respects, extraordinary

(•ducation. An increased interest is manifested both by pa-

rents and children, and laudable emulation is created, among

t)ur several districts, for superior excellence in scholarship. I

should think, indeed, that we are twenty-five per cent, ahead

of any period before. This is a general opinion ; I must bo

brief. Here I send you a copy of rules, which you can insert

as a part of my annual report

:
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PUBLIC SCHOOL REGULATIONS.

Order, obedience and diligence in the pupil, energy and

vigilance, tact and system in the teacher, constitute the pri-

mary principles of school government. Moral culturo, with

intellectual scholarship, philosophy and religion, the light of

reason and the light of revelation must harmonize. Ample
preparation for the evory-day duties of life, its scenes of trial

and suffering, action and responsibility, self-esteem and self-

control, "with self-knowledge, should be encouraged by precept

and example. Dignity of feeling, resolution and fortitude,

]niinly contempt of all that is little and low : mildness and

moderation in language, passion and behavior, at all times in-

culcated. Liberality of sentiment towards all men, of all

opinions, rights and interests, hostility to nothing but bigotry,

superstition and violence in faith and conscience.

Rule 1. The entire control of the school is entrusted to

the teacher, whose authority and action are responsible to none

but the trustees.

'Rule 2. These rules, sanctioned by the approval of the

trustees, shall be binding upon every teacher and pupil con-

nected with the public schools of Hamilton township.

Rule 8. Prompt obedience to the requisitions of the

teacher, shall be obligatory upon every scholar, and shall be

subject to reproof, correction, or dismissal, for disrespectful

language, or insolent demeanor; no respect for ago, name, or

position.

Rule 4. Order and propriety of behaviour, regard for
"^

personal feelings, mutual rights, friendliness of intercourse,

and manly politeness, shall be an universal duty.

Rule 5. Diligence in study, quietness of deportment, and
careful avoidance of all conduct lending to interrupt the pro-
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gressivc action of the school, shall be strict!)/ eiiforced ly tli^

teacher.

iluLE 0. Xo book contrary to the approval of the teacher

=hall be introduced into school.

Rule 7. Cleanliness of person and n^-'atness of attire are

expected of all. •

Rule 8, Profane language, indecent expressions, lo^Y,

mean, and filthj habits, fighting, quarreling, throwing stones,

trespassing, defiling or defacing the buildings, furniture, or

books ; in a word, all ways of a violent character, shall be

strictly prohibited.

Rule U. Eanh scholar, entering and leaving school, shall

address the teacher *\\ith a becoming salutation.

Rule 10. Late attendance, imperfect lessons, careless or

clumsy recitations, slovenliness in dress, looks or habits of

sitting, walking, rudeness of conduct, indeed the general

character of behaviour, or scholarship, shall be accurately

noted in the school register, and either reported to the parents,

or read publicl}'' at the quarterly examinations, and each one

rewarded according to his proficiency.

Rule 11. Each school shall be opened by reading a sukable

portion of the Biljle, without reference to sectarian distinctions

uf doctrine, creed, ceremony, or church government.

Rule VI. Vocal music shajl be taught in all our public

schools—scientifically if possible, and if not, at least frefj^uent

exercises in the practice of singing is considered indispensable j

(jn the last ten or fifteen minutes of each day, or every other

day, appropriated to this duty. Children of the Society of

Friends permitted to retire.

Rule 13. Daily exercises on the black-board, as the learn-

ing of practical and difficult rules, and origifial and illustrative

examples given, independent of the book, also mental aritl>-
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metic, tlic doing of elementary suras In tlic licad, deemed of

special importance.

Rule 14. Frequent exercises in orthography, performed on

slates, in classes, including all difficult words.

Rule 15. Also the same exercises in geography, as tie

principal points and questions learned by rote, in classes, or

singing in concert.

Rule 1G. Original composition shall be required of each

scholar, and a similar performance in select speakjng ; also

the elements of drawing, perspective and painting.

Rule 17. Each teacher shall be required to hold a public

examination and exhibition of his scholars ; and to render this

performance more entertaining, there shall be additional exer-

cises in speaking and singing by the children. It shall be the

duty of the trustees to be present, with the tov/n superinten-

dent, to inspect the exercises, and to make an impartial report

of all the district schools, and their relative or separate

character for excellence or otherwise, and to be read publicly

at the Spring election, making the school the fair (or foul)

representation or index of the qualifications of the teacher.

Rule 18. That, when a teacher is employed for a given

salary per term, that sixty-six days shall be considered a

quarter, and that these sixty-six days shall extend throughout

the entire quarter of three months, thus allowing every other

Saturday as holiday, unless other terms than these be con-

tracted for by the trustees.

Rule 19. These rules shall be read publicly once a week at

least, in every school, and a copy of them suspended in some

conspicuous place in the school room.



District No.
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In distributing a portion of the public funds to the paro-

chial schools in our township, I have conformed to the inter-

pretaition of the law upon the subject, adopted by my prede

ccssors in office.

JOHN T. DUFFIED,
Town Superintendent.

WEST WINDSOR.

I herewith forward our report of common schools. I take

pleasure in stating that our schools are in a good, healthy con-

dition. An increase of interest is felt by the inhabitants ut

the cause of education. Our schools are kept open all the

year, except a short vacation.

There are four districts and four parts of districts ; one is

composed of part of Lawrence, and one of part of South

Brunswick, one of part of East ^Yindsor, and the other of

Hamilton.

We have good school houses, and arc provided with good

teachers. All are licensed at the present time.

W. G. BERGEN,
Town Superintendent.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

NORTH BRUNSWICK.

I herewith submit my annual report, based upon returns from

eight school districts only. I have delayed forwarding it until

this time in the hope of receiving intelligence from the residue.
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These, however, would not vary matorlally from hist year.

—

So man^ changes occur during the year among the teachers it

has been found impossible to present a reoort entirely acaurate

in its statistical inforn\ation. No examiners have been ap-

pointed by the county, and the charge of visiting and exam-

ining schools has devolved entirely upon me.

The faithful administration of the office of town superin-

tondent under the statute would seem to require an amount of

time and attention inconsistent with any other serious occupa-

tion. Fifty visits during the year throughout a township of

tins extent, the examination and license of candidates, consul-

tation with trustees and patrons, the collection and disburse-

ments of public moneys, occup}'', if properly attended, so large

1 ^jortion of time as to interfere seriously with the prosecution

or" any other business. I regret that the claims of my pro-

fessiun have interposed to prevent a zealous prosecution of the

iuties of the office, as I understand them. I am happy to give

testimony to the efficiency of several of our teachers who have

an intrinsic interest in the cause of education, who labor faith-

fully to encourage and maintain the school system, and are

active in aiding to promote its success. The spirit of the

teacher is communicated to the children and parents, and a

laudable ambition excited to progress and attainment. I trust

time will correct the errors of the past, and the children of the

State be able to enjoy all the advantages of a thorough edu-

cation.

WARREN HARDENBERGH,
Town Superintendent.

PERTH AMnov.

In transmitting to you this my annual report of the public

schools of Perth Amboy, I beg leave to submit the following

remarks in relation to the character and condition of our
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Bchool, and the operation of our common school system gene-
rally, as far as my knowledge of it extends.

The public school of Perth Amboy is probably in as flou-

rishing and prosperous a condition as any in the country, and
considering the limited supjiort it receives, there are but few
in the State that will equal it. The discipline of the teachers
is good, and the general attendance of the pupils punctual.
In addition to the ordinary branches common to our public
schools, geometry, trigonometr3% surveying, book-keeping and
drawing are taught; the latter branch to a class of forty pupils,

who during the past quarter have made very rapid progress.
Vocal music, which I deem almost indispensable to the welfare
and prosperity of our public schools, in its harmonizing and
lulling influence on the turbulent and boisterous passions of our
youth, is practiced daily, and as an argument in favor of its

early culture, and in opposition to the very prevalent opinion
that but few persons possess the power of learning this art, I
will simply remark that of two hundred pupils in attendance,
there are not five who are not able to sing. In regard to the
common school system in our State, I deem it far from being
perfect. Its most obvious fault is in the want of proper sup"^

port. The money appropriated by the State is scarcely more
than an apology in comparison to the amount absolutely ne-
cessary to the proper educating and training of our yo'^uth

;

and the making up of this amount is left to the cold m'eroies,'
and often the indifference of individual towns, some of whom
are actually unable to raise anything like adequate sum sufii-

cient to keep the school in operation during the year.

My idea of a correct system of education is this; that the
state legislature should appropriate to each school district a sum
sufiicient to support a good school at least ten mouths in the
year, and that this amount shall be raised by a direct tax on
all the taxable property of the State. We should then not see
that miserable condition of schools and school houses which
now disgrace many parts of our State. The amount now re-
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quired to be raised by individual towns for tbe payment of

teachers' wages, could then be appropriated to the erecting

and furnishing of suitable school rooms, where children could

be made comfortable and happy. Much of tlie success of the 4-

present school system of New York city can be attributed to

those large and commodious public school buildings, which are

not only an ornament to the city, but an honor to the free

school system, and the pride of every true friend of popular

education.

In compliance with the requirement of the statute, I beg

leave further to report, that the school buildings in this town

number but one. This is a two story brick building with one

room on the first floor, and two on the second, which enables

the school to be divided into three departments. The location

is good and the play ground ample and pleasant.

For a few years past, the welfare of the school has been

somewhat neglected by those who ought to have felt a deeper

interest, but a growing interest for its prosperity is now mani-

fest by parents, guardians and the iniiabitants generally, which

seems to say that the public school of Perth Amboy in its fa-

cilities for moral and mental culture shall not be behind any

other school in the State.

The books most in use are Wilson's History of the United

States, Webb's first, second, third, fourth Readers, Webster's

Elements, Smith's and Colburn's Arithnu'tic, Baldwin's Tables,

Oolton t!t Fitch's Introductory and Modern Geography, Watts'

Mental and Conistock's Natural Philosophy, Flint's Survey,

Marshe's Book-keeping, <&c. There are no grammars in the

school. This branch of English science is taught verbally,

which I consider the most efficient mode of imparting it.

—

Under this system, which is original with the principal of our

school, the classes seem to improve rapidly.

ROBERT FREEMAN,
Town Superintendent,
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PISCATAWAY.

It will .appear in my annual report herewith transmitted, tho

number of scliool districts in the township is twelve, with thir-

teen teachers, one of tlie districts, (number twelve) having two

rooms, with a male and female department, employing a male

and female teacher.

All the schools liavc been open daring the year, except num-

bers seven, eight, nine, and ten, which have been vacant one

quarter of the year, and number two, which has no school

house, and which is a small district lying between two large

ones, which are incorporated, and refuse to admit them into

their limits, and as the law prohibits me from altering their

lines without the consent of two-thirds of the taxable inhabi-

tants of those districts. They are unable to build a new

house or keep up a school all the year. They however rent

a room and open a school during the winter months, which

is free.

There are eleven comfortable school houses in the township,

(all frame buildings,) most of them arranged with seats and

desks to face the teachers. The teachers are all licensed and

competent to teach all the branches required in a good Eng-

lish education. I received of the state school fund in the

months of July and November four hundred and fifty-three dol-

lars and sixty-four cents ; of the county of Middlesex, interest

of surplus revenue one hundred and thirteen dollars and twenty-

nine cents, and the township voted to raise two thousand dol-

lars for school purposes, and twenty-six cents balance in my
hands of last year's funds, makes the sum of two thousand five

hundred and sixty-seven dollars and seventeen cents, to be di-

vided among the districts in proportion to the number of chil-

dren reported by the trustees of the different districts. And
for their convenience I divided it into four equal parts, and

have distributed it in quarterly payments, upon the orders of
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the trustees at the end of each quarter, to accomplish which I

have borrowed seven humh-ed dollars until the first of January

next, when the township funds will be available. The districts

have paid in addition to the sums they have received of public

moneys, the following sums, for the support of their teachers,

viz : district number one, two hundred and thirty-three dollars

and thirty-two cents ; number two, free ; number three, one

hundred and ten dollars and eight cents; number four, one

hundred and eighty-four dollars and fifty-two cents ; number

five, two hundred and fifty-three dollars and fifty cents; num-

ber six, eighty-four dollars ; number seven, free; number eight,

one hundred and sixty-five dollars and thirty-two cents ; num-

ber nine, thirty-four dollars and fifty-two cents ; number ten,

thirty-one dollars and eighty-four cents ; number eleven, one

hundred and thirty-one dollars and thirty-eight cents ; number

twelve, eighty-one dollars and sixty-six cents ; making the sum

of one thousand three hundred and ten dollars and fourteen

cents, which added to two thousand five hundred and sixty-

seven cents public moneys, will amount to three thousand eight

hundred and seventy-seven dollars and thirty-one cents ex-

pended during the year for education in the township, besides

a flourishing select school in the village of New Market, which

merits and receives the patronage of many of our citizens, but

does not come under the supervision of the town superintend-

ent nor receive any of the public moneys.

S. SMITH,

Town Superintendent.

SOUTH BRUNSWICK.

\Ve are gratified to be able to report an increased interest

in the cause of education in our township, both by parents and

teachers. We notice that in several of the districts the school

houses have been repaired, and made more comfortable. In

most of the districts the schools are in a flourishing condition,
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find will be kept open a greater portion of the year. Thd

teachers are well (qualified, and tlic occupation of teacher 13

looked upon as honorable and responsible. The chosen free-

holders of this county (Middlesex) having failed to appoint a

board of exanuncrs for the county, the duty of licensing teach-

ers for this township devolved upon this committee, and has

been performed by the president of the board, to whom was

delegated the authority. It is very difficult for the committee

to make a correct statistical report of the condition of the se-

veral schools in the seventeen districts and parts of districts

in this township owing to the want of a proper kind of book

to be deposited with the teachers, in which they can record all

matters that in any way concern the cause of education, and

we would very respectfully suggest that the state superintend-

ent of scliools have prepared, and furnish to the town superin-

tendents or school committees of each township, yearly, a suf-

ficient number of registers, for every school district, wherein

a full record can be made by each teacher, of every matter of

interest relating to their respective schools.

We report the whole amount of money appropriated for ed-

ucation in this township for the present year, to be two thou-

sand six hundred and forty dollars and thirty-eight cents, as

follows :

State fund, ; . . . . , . $530 50

Interest on surplus revenue, .... 109 88

Township tax, 2000 00

The first two amounts have been received and appropriated,

and the last is in course of collection.

The whole numbel* of children reported by the district trus-

tees between the ages of five and eighteen is eleven hundred

and thirteen, being tbn less than reported last year.

From this you will discover that the amount appropriated is

equal to two dollars thirty-seven and twenty-three hundredth
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cents per scholar for the numher of chihlren reported. The
nuniher attending school has been about eight hundred, conse-

<|uently the appropriation is about three dollars and thirty-

cents per scholar for those attending.

Although we hold our offices under the law that substituted

a school committee of three in the place of the town superin-

tendent for this township, Ave must bear testimony against the

law and recommend its repeal.

WILLIAM A. PIERCE,
WILLIAM N. STULTS,
JAMES D. HUBBARD,

jSchool Committee.

WOODBRIDGE.

There has been no material change in the condition of the

public schools of this township during the present year. Al-

though there is a gradually increased interest manifested on

the part of parents ; and, consequently, some improvement

on the part of children ; still, there is not as much interest

taken by trustees and parents in visiting the schools as there

should be.

There has been some difficulty in obtaining suitable teachers

for all the schools
;
yet I believe we have now more competent

teachers than ever before.

A larger number of the schools have been continued through

the year than formerly, and a number of them have been thus

continued by the parents paying the teacher's salary in part

from their private funds.

If the money appropriated by the State could be received

at an earlier date, it would relieve the trustees of some anxiety

as to the ways and means of paying the first and second quar-

ter's salary, as the moneys raised by tax is not received until

about the first of January.



623

There is a growing desire among the people to have the

State appropriate sufficient money to make the schools entirely

free.

ELLIS B. FREEjNIAN,

Town Superintendent.

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

ATLANTIC TOWNSHIP.

I herewith transmit to you a ta1)ular statement of the schools

in Atlantic township. There seems to be a growing interest

manifested in the cause of free schools. In District No. 1 they

have erected a large and commodious school house, which is

paid for by appropriating the money due to the district last

February, and the balance is raised by tax this year. It has

been occupied since August last, previous to which time the

school was vacant ten months, for the want of a suitable house.

In District No. 3, they raise by tax one hundred and seventeen

ddllars, which will liquidate the debt on the school house.

—

The schools in Districts No. 2 and 8 have been kept open (ma-

king allowances for vacations) during the whole year. In No.

4 the school has been kept open during the spring and
summer.

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary has been placed in all the

schools. No county examiners appointed. All teachers have

been licensed according to law.

JAS. LAIRD,
Toicn Superintendent.

FREEHOLD.

I herewith forward you the items of interest which have

met my observation among the several schools of this township.
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Very few changes have occurred since my last annual re-

port. The townsliip of Froehohl embraces seven entire dis-

tricts, and three which lie partially in adjoining townships.

The number of children belonging to these, according to the

last returns, are 935. There are seven school houses in all

;

these are frame and single rooms, excepting the one in this

village, which has two. They are in a very comfortable con-

dition, and most of them have fine, roomy phiy grounds. It

has been the practice of the trustees and superintendent to

visit the schools once durin^r each term, on an avera^jje. I

think there is evidently a growing interest in the community

in behalf of general education. Yet we regret to say there is

a great lacking of attention and encouragement manifested by

parents and others. The terms of tuition are $2.50 per

scholar. The schools have been nearly all kept open during

the year.

The amount of money which has thus far come into my
hands, is $007 11 from the state, and $1030 38 on the $2000

appropriated by the township. When all of the state and

township funds are paid in, the schools, I think, will be nearly

or quite free.

Our teachers are selected with particular reference to ability

and moral character. They are principally from the northern

and eastern states, and are introducing many useful and pro-

fitable theories of instruction. The cause is rapidly advancing

and all classes of children are equal in the advantages afforded

by this happy system.

The books principally in use here, are Town's and Webster's

Speller, Saunder's and ^IcGufils Reader, Davis' Arithmetic^

Davis' Algebra, Colton and Fitch's Geography, Smith's Geo-

graphy, Smith's Grammer, Quackenbush's English Compo-

sition.

W^e have not gained the point very properly recommended

by you, of selecting a uniform classification of school books.
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This is much to be desh-cd, but difficult to cITcct, as we cannot

got the different trustees and superintendent together hmg
enough to make a proper selection.

I cannot conceive a better plan than to bring this matter up

for discussion at the Teacher's Institute or Convention. Here

the various works could be introduced and carefully investiga-

ted and adopted. I regard this as worthy our continueii

efforts, and should be glad to hear the further comment of

your better judgment.

I lastly beg leave to inquire why there has occurred such a

lack of promptness this year, in paying over the funds due

from state appropriations. This has caused much agitation

and difficulty in making our apportionments regular and ful-

filling the demands made upon us by trustees and teachers,

and moreover, has caused unjust censure with the superinten-

dents. A frequent demand has been urged by the public for

an investigation of this. Will 3'ou be kind enough to give us

your views on tiie subject, which will give much satisfaction

and relief on the part of superintendents.

E. L, COWART,
Toicn Superintendent.

HOWELL.

Inclosed we send our annual report of the schools of this

township.

By the numerical report you will notice we have not made
much advancement during the past year. The schools, how-

ever, continue to be visited, and the teachers to be licensed, as

the law requires, where there are no county examiners.

Three only of the schools have been entirely free, since our

last report. Seven had been free through the previous year,

and it is to this cause, rather than want of interest, must be

attributed any decline.

40
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By the figures inclosed, it -ftill be soon that we now hj>v&

eight hundreil and ninety-four children in our township, be-

tween the ages of five and eighteen ; and also, that I have re-

ceived from all sources for school purposes during the year,

$1526 20. I have paid in that time, $1431 67.

There has been some complaint and great inconvenience

from the state money not being paid at the usual time. Wo
have not yet been able to find any satisfactory account for thi*

delay. You will also notice that one-fourth of tha amount

credited, as from the state, is not yet received.

From the last legislature many here had strong hopes of sec-

nn' the schools made free, but they were disappointed.

We know that '' Rome was not built in a day," but this sub-

ject has been before our legislature for several years. Some

of our sister states, though laboring under heavy state debts,

still sustain their schools Avith an energy worthy of the cause»

while NeM Jersey, with a small state debt, and receiving large

suras annually from chartered companies, still delays to take

this single step. Were we in Italy or Austria, this might

seem to be v.ise, but in this country, where intelligence and

virtue must take the place of navies and armies, where liberty

must fight her "last battle," and where, if defeated, it is a

Waterloo defeat ; surely, in such a laud, with such consequences

impending, this continued delay is anything but wise. f

We, therefore, would most respectfully, but most earnestly,

press this subject on the attention of those who have it in their

power, to remedy the evils under which we labor, and to remove

the reproach from which we cannot escape, until our schools

are " founded," not as at present, on the sandy foundation of

votes at town meetings, but on the solid " rock " of a general

law and thus made not only to stand, but also to be free

throughout the state.

GILBERT T. GULICK,
Town Superintendent,



627

MANALAPAN.

In addition to the statistical information it is in my power to
send you, I will further add that our principal embarrassment
this year, in regulating school affairs, has been in collecting
the state and surplus funds in time to properly appropriate
them for tho benefit of all concerned. The state and surplus
funds for our township this year amount to five hundred and
eight dollars and sixty-one cents. This is due us on the first
of April and first of October ; this year, the second instal-
ment, due first of October, was deferred to November first

and then divided in two parts, and one-half detained untilJan-
uary 1st, 1857. This is an unfortunate arrangement for the
schools, as we have eight hundred dollars for the two winter
quarters and only five for the two summer, and seventy-five of
this retained until near the close of the current year. There
may be a necessity for this state of things, but it is certainly an
unfortunate arrangement.

WM. S. DE BOW,
Town Superintendent.

MAllLBORO'.

The time for making another annual school xeport has acrain

returned, and with it has come our schools better attended
with more competent teachers, and public sentiment more fa-
vorable to free schools. Xet there are some complaints against
the present law. Frequently a few have to pay enormous*
while a large majority pay nothing. A professional man or
mechanic, whose income is equal to the average income of our
farmers, frequently pay no school tax. This, to liie, is a just
cause of complaint. Would it not be well to have a poll tax
of one dollar for school purposes, where they raise two dollars
per child ? If they raise but little let the law remain as it is.

Some such a law would bo more equal, and would entirely re-
move the feeling and prejudice against free schools.

L. W. HERBERT,
Town Superintendent,
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RARITAN.

The law concernin;^ registers hns proJuced but little effecf

ill this township ; in no f*i/igle instance has it been literally

complied ^vitli.

We have no connty examiners, and no prospect of haring

any soon. All the teachers have not been licensed, but I

have endeavored to acfiuaint myself vf'ith their qualifications,

and have adviaed the trustees accordingly. Good teachers

are scarce, and if they were not, the unwillingness or inability

to pay a large salary makes it tlifficult to procure such in

many districts, and here I think lies the chief obstacle to pro-

gression—the cost. We have this year, by a small majority,

raised by tax all thc> law allows, but I doubt if it can be done

again. " Imposition, unjust robbery," are terras by which it

is frequently designated ; the almost universal opinion is that

the entire revenue of the State should be devoted to public

scnools. Since April, in eight of the districts, the schools

have been free, and will be through the year. In the remain-

der, on account of building expenses or small share of money,

the price is from one to two dollars.

We have but few, ii any model school houses, and many of

them have not been constructed with a proper regard for con-

venience, comfort and health. I have visited each of the

schools three times, but generally the visits of the trustees are

few and far between, and in one district I am informed such

an event never occurs. It would be diflicult to state the books

most used, so great is tlie variety, the teachers being supreme

in this department. We liave a fcM- teachers who will compare

favorably with the best ; and the most, if not all, have labored

deligently,- proud of their station, and ambitious to excel.

But why so few attended the institute is a problem to be

solved ?

TIMOTHY MURPHY.
Town Superintendent.
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SHREWSBUay.

In complinnce with my duty, as superintendent of public

schools, for the township of Shrewsbury, Monmouth county,

New Jersey, I submit the following report:

There are seven full districts and three fractions, and in

district No. 2 there are two houses. School has been kept in

both a part of the time, and in district No. 4 there are three

schools, kept by competent teachers. The children are ad-

vancing rapidly ; the juveniles are taught by a lady of supe-

rior attainments. The second school, and next higher, by a

lady, also of high attainments, well qualified for her situation.

The third by a gentleniaii, a superior teacher. As also dis-

trict No. 6, who takes great delight in his profession. The

other districts are at present well supplied, except No. 5,

which has been vacant during the whole summer and fall, for

want of a suitable house, and I would hei-e observe that most

of the houses, I may say all, with one or two exceptions, are

^'ithout suitable ventilation for the health of the children.

Suitable play grounds are indispensable. The mode of

teaching, as adopted in our schools, bids fair to give every

facility to the scholars.

I would suggest that your honor would recommend an uni-

form selection of books in each township, if not in the State,

without which much difficulty is necessarily encountered bv

the teachers, and loss by the pupils. Our township has raised

three dollars, including State and County appropriation, per

child, between the ages of five and eighteen, which amount is

nearly sufficient to keep the schools free the whole year, for

tliose attending school.
»

All the districts have been supplied with Webster's Dic-

tionary except No. 7, which is still without a supply, owing to

an omifisi«n on the part of the trustees of said district. I am
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happy to say that the schools arc in a flourishing condition,

and I hope, through your wise recommendations, may become

more and more prosperous.

WM. II. HUBCARD,
Tou'Ji Superintendent

.

WALL.

Our schools arc progressing. "We have completed within

the last two years three new houses, making seven out of nine,

large, comfortable, light, airy and neat houses, with all the

raodefn appendages, the most of them supplied with large

hemisphere and outline maps, globes, black boards, &c., the

trustees more attentive to their duties, although many grumble

at working without pay. (The legislature should allow them ii

moderate compensation—why subject them to a fine of ten

dollars for neglect of duty without remuneration ?) Let them

be paid the same per diem as the superintendents. I find the

schools in much better condition that are visited by trustees

and parents. We have a few excellent teachers, and some of

the pupils will compare favorably with any in the State, (dis-

trict schools.) Our township, although small, tax themselves

liberally for education—$2200 raised this year, and about the

same last year. Many of our schools are opened entirely free

six and nine months. I confidently hope ere long to see all

the schools in the State free. I visit all the schools in the

township in accordance with the law, and find the teachers and

pupils look with pleasure for these quarterly visits ; they vie

with each other who shall receive the highest commendation.

A circumstance occurred at one of my visits which I may be

pardoned for mentioning. The instructor promised, at the

close of his term,^o present a prize to the most deserving

scholar. It was hard for him to determine. It fell to Miss

B., a little girl. A gold medal was handed her by her teacher.

She, in a lady-like manner, rose and thanked him very kindly
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for tlic prize, but requested hira to take it bade, as she was

satisfied her associate classmates had striven as hard and was

as deserving as she. It was returned.

Several visitors being present, seeing so generous and noble

an act in such a youth, raised a purse and presented each of

her class-mates with a prize, and requested the little Miss to

accept the medal. She then received it witli a speech, which

drew tears from several of the visitors. Merit cannot go un-

rewarded.

The whole amount of money raised the last year has been

expended. A surplus remains due the superintendent on ac-

count of the State funds not being received.

R. LAIRD,
Town Superintendent.

MORRIS COUNTY.

CHATHAM TOWNSHIP,

Our schools generally are in a fair condition, and we hope

the time will soon come when our public schools will be man-

aged in such a way as to accommodate and educate the chil-

dren of all our citizens ; that teachers may be found, capable

not only of educating the minds but improving the morals and

manners of the children committed to their care. - We have

some systematic and thorough teachers, possessing attractive

modes of imparting instruction—conciliating and attaching

their pupils in such a i^anner, that the work goes on briskly

every day, and the school-room is rendered a place of great

attraction ; but these are '• like angel's visits, few and far be-

tween." We have a select school in district number one,

where a thorough practice is continually pursued in all the
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studies followed, which, in itself, makes studj both pleasant and

profitable.

The inattention of school officers and parents is much to be

regretted ; for occasional visits greatly encourage both teacher

and pupil. And a trustee in a visit of one or two hour's du-

ration, will obtain a better insight into the character and abil-

ities of tlie teacher, than the most searching and thorough ex-

amination can furnish.

Some of our school houses are in tolerable condition, and

some are hardly fit for use. The dilapidated frame building of

number six, which for a long time threatened to fall over the

heads of the pupils, has been taken down, and on the old site

is going up, and will soon be completed, one of brick, for which

the trustees and people of the district deserve a great deal of

credit. New school houses are talked of by others, and we

hope, before another year rolls round, they will follow the ex-

ample of the above mentioned district. Three applicants

from this township have been received in the State Normal

School.

The liberality of the legislature in furnishing our schools

with "Webster's Uunabridged Dictionary,' and " Lippincott's

Pronouncing Gazetoer," is highly approved ; and we hope that

New Jersey, by her legislation, will continue from year to year

to grant us suitable books, maps, globes, &c., that our youth

may have every facility for intellectual improvement.

" 'Tis education forms the common mind,

Just as the twig is bent the tree's inclined."

S. H. WARD,
Tou'n Superintendent.

•

HANOVER.

We are still suffering (as per last report) from a great

scarcity of teachers of the right kind, and from the still more
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frequent changes of those we have. Some of our best scliools

have been vacant for a painful length of time, for want of

teachers. And it is becoming, with us, more and more a se-

rious question, what arc our schools to do ? Whitlier shall we

go, or whither look, or to whom apply, in our increasingly nu-

merous cases of destitution ? For ordinary operatives, we may
repair to our intelligence offices ; and even there, the supply is

growing more and more inadequate to the demand ; but of the

right kind of men, for the noble employment of training our

rising generation for future usefulness, honor and virtue, there

is, in this region, a mournful destitution. Frequent applica-

tions for teachers, in our own State, (and amongst them,

both to our State Superintendent, and to our Normal School,)

have proved unsuccessful; and applications to other States,

after waiting long, are still but partially answered. AV^hat

shall we do ? Our country, beyond all others, is opening such

lucrative fields for enterprise, that our young men of the

talent and energy we need, will not submit to the wear and

tear on life they miist encounter in our district schools, for two

hundred and fifty dollars a year, when they know so well

where they can go, and, with far less of toil and self-denial,

gain triple or quadruple that amount. What, then, is to be

done ? Three things : the office of teacher must be raised in

emolument ; raised in honor, and raised in permanency : in

emolument., iov the reason just assigned; in honor, because

few men of spirit will stoop to a business where the very name
of *^ schoolmaster'" is a by-word of contempt; and in perma-

nency, because the present system of having a new teacher

almost as frequently as a new moon, is well nigh destroying

all our schools. But to secure these three things, we want

four more, to wit : the right sort of men ; for these the right

sort of training ; then the elevation of the office of teacher to

become one of the regular learned professions, as a perma-

nency for life ; and then, in order to this, the hearts and the

hands of people and the government must be opened wide

enough to afi'ord a liberal compensation to every one of the
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right qualifications, who will devote his life faithfully to such

a system of toil and self-denial ; and if our government shall

sell another forty millions of acres the coming, as she did the

past year, we hope every dollar of it will be devoted to the

establishment of free schools ; and then the next forty, to

fitting out and filling up our Normal schools, those great

glories of our hind ; and to prepare an adequate supply of the

men to fill ihem. The teacher needs as regular a system of

training for his business as the physician or the lawyer for

his ; and we hope and trust that our own noble Normal and

]3everly institutions, will ere long bless our State with a supply

of teachers that shall be an honor to our State, our nation,

and our nature.

JOHN FORD,
Town Supeiintendcnt.

MENDHAM.

I have made a report according to the returns that I have

received. The failure of teachers to furnish reports of at-

tendance, as the law requires, will, of course, result in an im-

perfect report. This failure on the part of teachers, I think,

could be easily obviated by having a proviso that no order to

a teacher should be paid, unless accompanied by such return.

I am happy to state, as an evidence of increased interest in

the cause of education, an increase of tax for school purposes,

and a desire for competent teachers, shown by a willingness to

grant a reasonable compensation. Our schools, for the most

part, have been taught by competent teachers, with but few

exceptions.

We are looking forward with expectation to what our State

is doing to supply this deficiency, by sending forth teachers

not only intellectually, but morally trained for the high and

noble calling of guiding and forming the youthful mind.
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Probably the greatest deficiency in our system of teaching

is, that many teachers lack an interest in and love for their

occupation, in too many cases only followed from necessity,

until a favorable opportunity offers for them to pursue the

calling upon which their hearts are set. Imagine any other

calling or profession followed in like manner, and what result

would we anticipate ? The wonder is that our schools are as

good as they are.

In addition to the effort of our State to raise the character

of our schools (public,) much might 1)C done by those who

stand aloof upon the plea that the character of them is not

what it should bo. The same argument keeps many aloof

from all the benevolent objects of the day. Who that believes

that education has a tendency to elevate the masses but ought

to be willing to do all in his power to raise the standard and

character of our common school system, unless able to point

out a better way ; much might be done by trustees and em-

ployers visiting the school occasionally, and showing to the

scholars and teacher that they feel an interest in what they

are doing. The secret of interesting others is by showing

ourselves interested.

M. THOMPSON,
Town Superintendent.

MORRIS.

I expressed the hope in my last report that gratuitous in-

struction would soon be enjoyed in all the schools of this

tOAvnship. And it is with no little regret that I am compelled

to say that for the past year there has been but one free

school under my supervision. All the rest have assessed their

pupils for sums, varying from thirty cents to tivo dollars and

thirty, to the great annoyance of the teachers, and, in some

instances, the distraction and temporary suspension of the

schools.
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Still, I do not despair of seeing the ultimate triumph of the

free principle throughout the state. The example of so many
sister states, with that of some sections of our own, cannot

have escaped the observation of enlightened minds. Certainly

the obvious difficulties of the present complex system, make a

more liberal provision for public schools, whether by tax or

otherwise, little less than imperative. For myself, I would

much prefer to dispense with public patronage altogether, un-

less our schools can be made entirely free.

It would be easy to demonstrate that, in some instances, the

puj)ils in the district schools pay as nmch for their tuition, as

they would be required to pay iu the absence of any public

appropriation.

Hitherto, the cause of free schools has had to contend with

the combined opposition of the ignoramus, the miser, and the

aristocrat. And these forces have been sufficiently potent to

influence the tOAvnship tax. But things cannot continue as

they are. And if our schools are not to be wholly abandoned

to private enterprise, principle and expediency, philanthropy

and economy, alike demand that they should be free to all.

I am happy to say that these sentiments are entertained by

the more enlightened citizens of the townships, without politi-

cal distinction ; and that I look for their practical application

at the next spring election.

I might add, in conclusion, that the schools have been visited

the past year, as usual, and under existing circumstances, have

been more or less interesting and effective.

JOSIAII IIATT,
- Town Superintendent.
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PEQUANNOCK.

With few exceptions, the schools in this township have been

kept open during the year, and generally with a good at-

tendance.

Our public funds, derived from all sources, have been suffi-

cient to enable the several districts to maintain free schools

during a considerable portion of the year. In seven districts,

for about three-quarters of the year ; and in eight districts, for

about one-half the year. In one district, the school has been

free during the whole year. The necessary funds, in addition

to the public money^ were obtained by a special district tax.

—

This school, numbering over two hundred pupils in daily at-

tendance, is under the charge of a principal and three female

assistants, and the aggregate of teacher's wages is about

eleven hundred dollars annually.

This method of supporting a free school has been practiced

in this district for several years ; and has not only given gen-

eral satisfaction, but proved beyond a question, that it is the

cheapest and best way of supporting a public school in large

villages and populous districts. In the beginning, some pro-

perty holders objected to it, but they soon discovered their

mistake, when they found that dwelling-houses situated within

the limits of this district, were more desirable among tenants,

and commanded higher rentSj than others located immediately

outside.

If our state cotild increase the amount of appropriation to

the use of public schools about forty thousand dollars annually,

•we would then have so nearly enough to meet their expense,

that the small deficiency would be readily met in most of the

districts by a special tax, and then we would have practically

free schools, and free during the whole year.

But it is not more monej^ only, that is needed to keep our
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schools open during the -whole year, and to render them more

efficient and useful. We rejoice at the progress already made

in popular education in our state, and are encouraged to look

Avith brighter hopes to the future. We have procured laws es-

tablishing a public school system, providing for the erection of

comfortable and commodious school houses, and making liberal

appropriations toward the payment for instruction ; but ve

must not rest here, thinking that -we have accom{)lished all

that is re(|uired ; for, to stop at this point would be to stop

just -where the real business of education actually commences.

"We must look to the qualifications of teachers, and the ope-

rations inside the school room, for it is there that the most im-

portant part af the work of education is to be performed. As

regards teachers, -we are satisfied that there is a greater scar-

city of suitable professional ability, than money to pay for

their services. "When vacancies occur, if trustees -would use

less haste, and more care and exertion, in properly filling them,

there is little doubt but that a higher order of talent and pro-

fessional ability might be secured, in many instances, for the

same compensation allowed to those occupying the position, to

the exclusion of others better qualified. For the success of

our public school system, a close and careful supervision over

the literary, professional, and moral qualifications of teachers

is very essential, "^^^e hope, therefore, that in future legisla-

tion, all proper means for elevating the profession of a teacher,

and securing in it a higher degree of skill and talent, will not

b:; neglected.

As regards the operations inside the school room, there ap-

pears to be a want of system in our public schools, that is pro-

ductive of waste both in time and money. This want of sys-

tem is found in the number and kind of studies introduced, and

the order in which they are attended to. There appears to be

a growing tendency to crowd into our schools too many of the

higher branches, and often to the neglect of important rudi-

mental studies. To this point, perhaps more than any other,
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is it necessary to direct special attention. The introduction of

too many studies makes classes too numerous, and, as a conse-

quence, the want of proper time to attend to them, leads to su-

perficial and unsatisfactory results. How can these difficulties

be removed ? We believe they can, to a great extent, by the

adoption of a judicious and systematic course of studies for

our public schools ; and to that end, would it not be advisable

for our legislature to empower the state superintendent and tiie

trustees, and principal, of our State Normal School, to fix

upon such a course of studies as they in their judgment may
think best, 'and which may serve as a guide to all our schools.

J. L. KANOUSE,
Town Superintendent.

RAXDOLPH.

At the annual town meeting in April last, it was voted to

raise b}' tax two and fifty-hundredth dollars per scholar, and

there being in the nine districts nine hundred and fifty-four

children, entitled the schools to an amout of §2385 00

But no part of this year's tax has been received,

From state fund we have received

From surplus revenue received,

Fram back taxes of 1855,

From superintendent of 1855,

"Whole amount to support the schools of 1856, $8249 56

This amount is amply sufficient to keep the schools open the

whole year without being embarrassed for money, &c., but yet,

nearly every district is behind and in debt to teachers from

one hundred and fifty dollars to lesser sums. The cause is,

the township taxes are not paid in promptly and fully, and

also the paying of the township, county and state debts first,

out of the taxes received, and the balance if any is handed

over to the superintendent, for the use of the schools, and the

338
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result is that tlic superintendent rccci/cs about half the amount

voted to be raised per scholar, and from appearances this year

the schools will not receive over one thousand dollars of the

two thousand three hundred and eighty-five dollars. In sonic

of the districts the schools have to be kept open by subscrip-

tion, and even then they cannot have schools on dn average

over nine months in the year. The teachers are all regularly

licensed, and most of them entitled to a great deal of credit

for keeping up an excellent system of school exorcises, under

which the children must improve, as improvement after all de-

pends more upon the icacher than the book. It is the teach-

er's duty to instruct and not leave it all to the book the scholar

holds. Instruction is talk, something for the car and memory,

and this a child is slow to get from the book where the mind is

required; and consequently I have endeavored to impress upon

the teachers the fact that they ought to be able to instruct the

scholars by a system of exercises drawn from what they know

themselves, for what the teacher don't know, the pupil never

will, as a general rule.

Some three or four of the school houses in our township

arc very poor constructions, indeed ; others again are capable

of keeping the children comfortable ; but in each district they

all talk of new buildings, and if interest in public schools

don't induce them to act, necessity soon will.

I find the average ages of scholars to be from eleven to

thirteen years, inclusive ; few attend the schools over sixteen

years, unless it be during the winter term, when a few from

seventeen to eighteen attend. In summer I find some children

in attendance who have not yet reached the statutory age,

and this results in the teacher having the trouble of watching

them, instead of the mother, an evil I may say that ought to

be remedied.

District number one is incorporated. We have no county

examiners, and this duty devolves upon the superintendent

and the trustees of the several districts. Though the superin-
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tendent is expected, and docs in most cases, license the teach-

ers without consulting the trustees, the responsibility rests

upon liiin alone. I don't think the cause of education is grow-

ing any worse, though in many instances we have to confess

the existence of apathy.

JAS. H. NEIGHBOR,
To2vn Superintendent.

ROCKAWAY.

I enclose you the school statistics from this township.

They are as nearly accurate as I am able to make them, but

in spite of no small pains-taking they only approximate ac-

curacy. Not unfrequently in the change of teachers school

rolls are lost, and we are left to guess rather than state facts.

I think after a careful examination, the statistics enclosed do

not vary widely from the facts. In the numerous visits I have

made to the schools in this township I have been able to dis-

cern a gradual improvement in the schools themselves, and an

increase of interest on the part of the patrons. The teachers

employed the last year have been competent and faithful, and

worthy of a higher compensation than they now receive. Our

system at present labors under disadvantage in one respect.

I refer to the fact that the public money is insufficient to de-

fray teachers' salaries. For the balance, they must look to the

patrons, and in some cases they lose largely on these school

bills. This affects the teachers badly. But a large number of

the patrons, under the mistaken notion that the public money
is sufficient to make the schools free, are either deterred from

sending their children when they learn the state of the case,

or are dissatisfied Avhon their school bills are presented. "We

now raise one tlollar for each child between five and eighteen

years of age in the township, whrch is a large advance on some

former years. Could the people be induced to raise two dollars

on a scholar, a free school could be kept in every district in the

41
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township from six to nine months a rear. Such a chans^ as

this would produce good results on all hands and add efficiency

10 our public schools. I yet hope to see this measure carried,

juovided it meets the wishes of the people, or at least a large

majority- of them.

JOSEPH F. TUTTLE,

Toivn Superin ten de nt.

ROXBURY.

It is :in absurd idea which compels the incumbent of an

office to report the workings of the same for twelve months,

wlan he has held it only eight ; how can he obtain sufficient

tlata^ when our legislature forget to attach a penalty to the

onlv law by which he can be enabled to obtain the necessary

information. Why not provide for their (the teachers) report

in the same manner as for the superintendents.

I entered upon the duties of town superintendent last April,

and find our schools in a backward and embarrassed condition.

The small amount received from the State, with the excessive

desire which, unfortunately, all human beings possess to ob-

tain and retain all they can, is a serious hindrance. By em-

ploying half-pay teachers, most of the districts are enabled to-

have free schools for six months, the remainder of the year the

houses are locked, and the children running at large, forgetting

what they have learned, which, by the way, is no very serious

task and not much of a loss when accomplished. We want

more money or none I Cannot some legislation be had by

wliich our schools will be entirely free?

Will not our legislature so amend their last winter's act as

to prevent teachers from receiving their pay until they have

reported to the town superintendent ? and then supply him

with blanks for the teachers ? Our school laws have been much
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improved, but are still like a rough farm, want counter-

hewing.

W. E. MATTISON,

, Toivn Superintendent,

WASHINGTON.

Our schools, for the most part, are in a flourishing condi-

tion, and we fondly hope that the time is not very far distant

when our schools will stand on a level with any in the State.

We have found it quite difficult to procure the right kind of

teachers. As there are so many who appear to care more for

money than they do for the welfare of the immortal minds

placed under them, but we hope that this evil will soon be re-

medied by the good effects of our Normal School.

There has been considerable of an excitement this fall, con-

cerning the state school fund, it not having been received in

time to meet the demands for it. I think that it should be so

arranged, that we could have our school moneys at the proper

time, for such delays cause trouble both to superintendents and

teachers.

Our trustees have nearly all adqpted the plan of taxing the

inhabitants for a small portion of their schooling, so that the

schools may be kept open the whole year.

T. NAUGHRIGHT,
Town Superintendent.
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OCEAN COUNTY.

BRICK TOWNSHIP.

"While our report is not, in all respects, as full as could b^

desireil, in the absence of mare complete returns from the

tetichers, (some of whom furnish no reports at all,) it is about

J.S full as we are able to make it. While we have not made

any very great adrancement in our public school operations, it

will nevertheless be seen by a comparison with last year's re-

port, that we have made some improvement. In District No.

"2, (Ilerberton,) they have erected a good brick edifice at a cost

of about S700.

Schools have been open a part of the year in all the dis-

tricts, except the part of district on the Beach. In some of

the districts, schools have been open a longer time than usual.

While we are obliged to regret the indifference of many, on

the whole we are glad to believe that the people are becoming

more generally interested in the subject of education. They

are beginning to realize to some extent that it will not do to

depend upon teachers from abroad ; that they must raise their

own teachers. When this^celing becomes general, and is en-

couraged by a more liberal policy in state appropriations to

free schools, our children will become educated. We hope the

day is not far distant.

W. F. BROWN,
Town Superintendent.

DOVER.

Most of our .schools have been suspended through the sum-

mer, but the prospect for the coming winter is more encoura-
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ging. The population in some of our districts is so sparse

that efficient teachers cannot be procured at such salaries as

the inhabitants could pay, and the amount of public funds

must be in proportion to the number of children. There have

been none kept entirely free. There is one new school house

in course of finishing in our village : it has two stories, and

is designed for two scliools, a male and female. It will cost,

with its furniture, from fifteen to sixteen hundred dollars.

—

Of our other school houses, as a general thing, I cannot speak

very flatteringly. All the teachers have been examined and

licensed by mo. We have no county board of examiners.

JAMES B. LANE,

Town Superintertchnt.

.JACKSON.
4

In presenting to you the condition of our schools, I will first

state we have seven districts, six of which have schools at the

present time. Two of said schools have been open for nine

months, and are in a very good condition ; the others are

making some little progress. The school at Cassville is a very

good one for this section of country. The house has been ro-

moddled this year. Some of the other houses are in a bad

condition for a winter school. We have not had any free

schools in this township this year, owing to the bad use of the

school money by the town officers. The township collector of

1855 made use of all the state school money, a part of which

has not been collected yet. I think it would be better for the

money of the State to come direct from the county collector

to the town superintendent.

JOHN CONINE,

Town Superintendent.
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STAFFORD.

We have no county examiners for this county. The several

teachers have been licensed according to law, and the schools

will, I think, compare favorably with those of most other town-

ships.

The general attendance has materially improved since my
last report. There are no districts in the township in which

the schools have been free. In most cases they have divided

the free money equally in each term among those who have at-

tended, in proportion to their attendance. I think this plan

gives the best satisfaction, and has the effect to insure a better

general attendance.

WALTER B. ABBOTT,

Tovjn Superintendent,

PLUMSTEAD.

In most of our schools we have frequent changes of teachers,

vacations of indefinite length, and no regular school register kept

by the different teachers remaining in the schools for reference.

I find it impossible to obtain accurate reports from all of the

districts. I think, as the law requires every teacher to keep a

complete register, it should have made some provision for the

supply of blank books ruled and prepared for the purpose.

—

They could be got up in a cheap form by some book firm, suf-

ficient for the supply of the Avhole State, and notice giyen to

superintendent of the several townships when they were ready.

I think they would meet with ready sale. Our teachers do not

like the task of preparing the books themselves, and I regret

to say, I very much doubt the ability of some of them to do

so correctly.

I cannot have the pleasure of reporting much improvement
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in the condition of our schools since last year. Some of the

districts have made some slight repairs in their school houses,

but nothing worthy of being called improvement has been done,

except in District No, 4, the only incorporated district in the

township. You will recollect this, at New Egypt, as the one

you visited and favored with a very able lecture on education,

a short time since.

In this district we have done something toward improvement.

We have completely new seated and furnished the school room

in the best manner, at an expense of $2d0, but it required u,

mighty effort from the few individuals who had become con-

vinced of the necessity for comfort and convenience inside of

the school house. We also pay a larger salary—$400 a year

—as an inducement to a better class of teachers, and have also

improved considerable in this respect. We are now delibera-

ting upon the question of the expediency and practicability of

having two departments in our school, under two teachers.

—

Wbether we shall succeed in this or not I cannot tell, bu: I

think some change will be made before long, as the school does

not meet the wants of the place as it is.

Our schools are all in operation now, all under male teach-

ers, nearly all laboring under the same disadvantages noticed

in last year's report, viz : irregular attendance, want of uni-

formity in books, lack of interest in the patrons, &c., &c.

—

Truly, much remains to be done before our public schools

become what they should be—good enough to put a good edu-

cation within the -reach of every child in the land, independent

of boarding schools.

No county examiners have been appointed in Ocean county.

I have been called on to license but two teachers. Very little

regard is paid to law in this vicinity ; custom and convenience

are regarded before law in most cases. Three of our dis-

tricts have made their schools free, being open about two-

thirds of the year. I received reports from all in the
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spring, and have visited each school several times durin<»

the year,

DANIEL A. WARilEN,

Toivn Superintendent.

PASSAIC COUNTY,

AQUACKAKONCK TOWNSHIP.

llie township of Aquackanonck has seven districts, and two

union, or parts of districts, four of which are in a prosperous

condition ; the remainder are not so Avell attended. The num-

ber of pupils taught in the township is about three hundred

and thirty. The average price of tuition is about ninety dol-

lars. The amount received, and yet due from the State, is, in

total, three hundred and sixty-nine dollars, from the township,

total—eight hundred dollars. Two free schools raise an extra

amount. All the money spent has been for tuition, except two

or tlireo small amounts for repairs.

School houses generally in good condition, mostly or all of

v.ood, with but one room, and play grounds attached.

Care is taken to select qualified teachers, of good morals,

mostly young men.

I visited the schools each quarter, generally. The books are

such as are most generally used, and much the same in all the

schools.

I find a general complaint among all the teachers, that little

or no interest is manifested by the inhabitants, and not much

bv the trustees. Few visit the schools at all.
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Some few years since I was superintendent ; I then gave

notice to the trustees of the seven districts, that I intended to

apply the amounts due to each district in quarterly payments,

and requested the trustees to make arrangements or provision

for the balance, to keep the schools open the whole year. It

had a good effect, and I left the schools in good condition.

In taking charge this spring, as superintendent, I found my
predecessors had varied the rule, and kept open till the money

was expended, according to the letter of the law.

This makes it difficult for the smaller and weak districts; if

all the money is spent upon free schools, making at the most

but two quarters, the schools are closed the remainder of the

year; the inhabitants will not raise sufficient to employ a

teacher for two quarters ; if quarterly divided among them,

they feel more interest, and less difficulty to raise each

quarter one dollar or one dollar and twenty-five cents per

scholar, which will enable them to keep the school open all

the year. As to the law, whether its features can be so

changed as to suit the general interest of the State, in keeping

the schools open with the present amount received from the

State and townships, I am not prepared to say. I only know

it gave impulse to our districts, by dividing it quarterly. I

have thrown out tlicse hints for your consideration, knowing it

is important for the improvement of the scholars to have the

schools open ail the year. It would be most desirable, if the

schools were all free ; this would give all an equal chance ; but

the townships will not raise sufficient for that purpose, in addi-

tion to the state funds.

The schools are all open at present, and I hope they will

continue open through the year.

C. G. VAN RIPER,

Toivn Superintendent.
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PATERSON.

Enclosed find my report on the state of the public schools in

the city of Paterson, for the past year. Our schools are in a

prosperous condition
;

(thanks to people, teachers, and pu-

pils.) Teachers and pupils improving their time, and the cause

of public education seemingly taking a strong hold on our

community'.

The board of education of this city have erected, during the

year, two neat, substantial, and every way convenient school

houses, capable of containing thirteen hundred children. In-

deed, our city has made giant strides in the cause of public

education, for which I have no doubt its citizens, jyrcseiit and

future, will reap the reward.

Please visit us, and examine our schools.

ANDREW DERROM,
Town Superintendent.

SALEM COUNTY.

LOWER ALLOWAY S CREEK.

In making out this report, I have taken great pains to make

it correct, but I find it impossible to fill the blanks of three

months, six months, nine months, ifcc, with any degree of ac-

curacy. If our teachers continued all the year in our schools

it might be done ; but you will sec that we have had, on an

average, about two teachers to each school, in the course of

the year. You ask of me, and the law rcciuires, a report to

cover the whole year. Well, if the year terminates with the
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date of the report, of course it must commence a year previous

and must cover last winter's quarter. Well, I find by refer-

ence to the teacher's register of last winter, in the district

where I live, some ten or a dozen names who are now in the

district. Two families, at least removed into Cumberland

county in the spring, and two_ more have gone to the west.

I would suggest and request you to urge it upon the legisla-

ture to alter the law, so as to make the school year begin in

April, after the annual meeting to choose trustees, or as seen

after moving time as possible, for every district and every

township has, to a certain extent, a new set of children after

moving time. And to terminate on the first of April following.

The trustees ought also to be bound by the law to give the

names of every child in their respective districts—it Avould be

of much more importance than giving the names of the parents.

Some of them now do it, but others do not. They report in

this way : Jacob Nixon, two ; William Hopkins, two ; "William

Plummer, five, &c. ; they say it is too much trouble to give the

names, and the law don't require it. The superintendent

would thus be enabled to see and know when the children are

counted in two places. In many instances, the parents live in

one district, and the children (some of tbem) in another.

—

Well, the trustees will say ; J. S., four, counting all—and at

the same time one or two of them may be living (temporarily)

in other districts.

I would say, I deem it impossible ever to get anything like

correct school statistics, without something of this kind is done.

BENJAMIX HARRIS,
Town Superintendent.
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PILESGROVE.

There are in this township nine school districts, and thirteen

school houses ; there having been this year two new frame

houses built. The school houses in this townsliip are mostly

iu good repair, and comfortable, and suited to their localities.

The amount of money received for school purposes is four hun-

dred and seventy-nine dollars and thirteen cents ; from the

state, two hundred and fifty-one dollars and eighty cents, and

from the county, two hundred and twenty-seven dollars and

thirty-three cents, being the interest on the surplus revenue.

The township raises no money for school purposes. The

second apportionment of the school money, previous years, has

always come to hand, I believe, in November, but this year

there has, of the second apportionment, been but one hundred

and thirteen dollars, sixty-six cents received, and that from

the state. Why the delay, I am not informed. The board of

freeholders have not appointed county examiners.

There are several things required by you, in making up the

report in the townships which it is not possible to collect ac-

curately, unless there is a better system adopted in the schools

by the teachers. Now I would suggest, that every school be

furnished with a well bound book, to be kept in the school, as

the property of the school, ruled after the manner of the

blank reports furnished, requiring the number of scholars

taught, twelve, nine, six and three months, kc. For in some

districts a school is kept open three quarters in the year, and

each one taught by a different person, and no record made in

the school, of what is required to be furnished by the town to

the state superintendent, and the teacher, out of reach, makes

it diflBcult to get the data to make up a correct report as re-

quired.

I would also suggest that it would be better to have the

money that is appropriated to the several townships, to come
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from the county officer, direct into the hands of the town su-

perintendent, instead of going first into the hands of tlic

township collector, for this township, has suffered great delay

and inconvenience in this respect, by«the collector's getting the

money, and not being willing to pay it out. There is now in

the hands of the old collector, James M. Reed, $53.70, not

paid over.

JOSEPH K. RILEY,
Toivn Superintendent.

SALEM.

It will be perceived from the above report, that the schools

of Salem township are free ; that they are open through the

whole year, and that the expensS of education for each pupil,

inclusive of mel, books, &c., is three dollars and fifteen cents.

Salem township has some advantages for carrying out the

public school system. It is a compact toAvnship, with a slight

country population, and is thus able to dispense with districts,

and to comprise the school in one building, with the benefit of

separate departments.

The school for colored children is distinct. This receives

fifty dollars of the public money, and thirty dollars from the

orthodox Friends. It includes parts of two townships, and is

not entirely free. Salem township 'appropriates to this school,

at the rate which it costs to educate the white children, viz.,

three dollars and fifteen cents, for each colored chik-l that at-

tends the school.

The teachers have been regularly examined and licensed ac-

cording to law.

Examiners have never been appointed for the county.

Town Superintendent.
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UPPER ALLOWAY S CREEK.

The subject of free schools, just in our immediate vicinity,

is talked about some considerably. Some find sorious objec-

tions to some cf its provisions, whilst others approve it ; at

least those of our tax paying inhabitants who pay the least

taxes, that is, in regard to the district taxation. I, for one,

think that it bears unequal upon the inhabitants, for the simple

reoson that a number of rich or influential persons move into

our district from the surrounding neighborhood, and school

their children, and the larger portion of their property lays

out of the district, which makes them a small tax in proportion

to the land holders in the district, which makes some hard

feeling and a diversity of opinion.

If the legislature could make some other provisiens, that

would seem more just and editable law, it would suit that por-

tion who pay the largest taxes.

We have, in this district, built a very handsome brick school

house this past summer, by taxation. The size is thirty-six by

twenty-four feet, two stories high, and cost about two thousand

dollars, making two of the same kind in our district. They

opened a school in the new house about the first of December.

G. REMSTER, Jr.,

Town Superintendent,

UPPER PEXNS NECK.

Since my last annual report, I have set off one new district

from parts of two other districts ; making the access of chil-

dren residing in the remote parts of the aforesaid districts, much

more convenient. In the new district a new house has been

erected, by the liljerality and perseverance of the friends of

education in that locality, without leaving a debt on said house
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to be paid by (as is too often the ease) resorting to the " free

money."

We have eleven public schools in our township, and one se-

lect school at Pcniisgrovc ; the scholars of which would do

credit to any school in the county, and arc pursuing their

Studies with an eagerness calculated to gladden the heart of

their teacher, ;ind encourage and gratify those by whose in-

terest and exertion the school has been gotten up.

I have no hesitation in saying that there is an increasing

interest manifested in the cause of education in our township ;

yet there are some things still existing, which the friends of

education have to deplore ; the want of funds sufficient to en-

able the trustees to employ competent teachers, and to keep

the schools open throughout the year, (or the greater part

thereof,) and free to all who ma/ wish to attend. Whereas you

will see by the report from our township, that we have but

thirteen hundred and forty- one dollars and sixty-six cents, for

the present year, from all sources, for school purposes ; and

the nine hundred and fifty-eight scholars, at two dollars per

quarter, for but one quarter, would amount to nineteen hun-

dred and sixteen dollars, showing that all the money that we

receive for the year is not sufficient to give each child in our

township one quarter free, by five hundred and seventy-four

dollars and thirty-four cents ; and yet, strange as it may
seem, there are those to be found who oppose the raising of

money by tax for school purposes, and claiming, at the same

time, to be philanthropists, and benefactors of mankind.

There is a complaint from another source, which I feel

called upon to make, though I would not willingly complain.

It is, that trustees so often employ individuals to teach, with-

out first obtaining their license ; trusting that all will be right

if they but pass their examination and obtain their license,

before presenting their order for " the free money;" and if

the examination is, at the close, what it should have been at
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the beginning, we find disappointment and dissatisfaction, not

only on the part of the teaclicr, but also on the part of his

employers. My experience and observation has led me to the

conclusion, that there is much time lost on the part of scholars

or children, from the want, in many instances, of experience

and skill in the teachers. I believe, therefore, that teaching,

as a profession, should receive such encouragement as to in-

duce individuals, both male and female, to qualify themselves

for the responsible duties it involves ; and I believe further,

that none but persons of good moral character, who have first

learned to govern themselves, should be engaged or employed

" to teach the young idea how to shoot," or have to them en-

trusted the disciplining of she youthful mind.

J. K. LOUDERBACK,
Toxon Superintendent.

IPPER PITTSaROVE.

The eight school districts of Upper Pittsgrove remain the

same as last year, and with two exceptions, there have be'fen no

applications to be set over from one district to another. These

transfers, as tending to confuse the boundaries of the several

districts, have been discouraged.

There are two instances of small and thinly populated adja-

cent districts, in which an effort at consolidation has been

made ; but owing to a diversity of oj)inion respecting its pro-

priety among the inhabitants, nothing has been eflfccted. The

five half districts are unchanged from their connection with

adjacent districts in adjoining townships.

The schools, when in session, have been usually well at-

tende<l, and have been supplied with teachers of about the

ordinary degree of qualification. A few teachers appreciate

the duties and responsibilities of their vocation, while by far

the greater part evince but little either of taste or tact for
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teacliing, and seem to make it only the pastime of an other-

wise profitless winter's occupation. This is destructive of

prosperity in our schools, and points significantly to the ne-

cessity of a uniformly rigid system of examination and license,

in order to the employment of those only, who devote them-

selves to teaching, as a calling.

The first three districts iind the eightli, being much larger

nwmerically than the others, have so much of the public

money as enables them to sustain a school for nine months in

the year. The inhabitants arc more attentive to the annual

trustee elections, and by getting proin))t school officers, they

usually are able to secure good teachers. Yet the most ad-

vanced of those schools have great j-ooiii for improvement, as

is evinced by the want of a proper ambition among the pupils,

and appropriate facilities for teaching.

The fourth district, though small, has had two terms of

school session in the year. They at present have, as teacher,

a member of the State Normal School, and from the satisfac-

tion given, we anticipate great benefits from this grand enter-

prise

The three remaining districts have had a winter session only,

the want of means preventing a continuance of the schools.

It is to be hoped that the ino([uality of advantages for ob-

taining an education, in the different districts, may be re-

moved, it has been suggested, as a remedy, that the State

shall assume more entirely the control of the public schools

;

determining when and how long they shall be in session, and

furnishing a corps of qualified teachers, with uniform and

liberal salaries. By this means a uniformity of text books

could be established, and many of the evils arising from the

present migratory habits of teachers be avoided.

There has been some reformation in the condition of our

school houses, though much still remains to be accomplished.

42
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A new frame Ikuipg is beinj; prepared In one district, to sup-

plant an old strnctui-o, which has been a faithrul monument of

service and neplect. One house has been partially repaired,

and all internally need it. The law allowing twenty dollara

to be annually expended for school house repairs in incorpo-

rated districts, some trustees apply it to districts not incorpo-

rated, and the public money has been so appropriated. Usage

lias also authorized the application of the public money in re-

moving debts incurred in the building of school houses, though

I find nothing in the law warranting such use.

There is a great deficiency of appropriate furniture in our

school rooms, and which the advancing intelligence of the age

renders very necessary to supply. Maps, globes, numerical

frames, square and cubical blocks, kc, to be used in illustra-

tinji the rules of arithmetic and school libraries, wc have not.

We want also more attention paid to the play grounds, shade

trees and sites of our school houses. The neglect to properly

paint and adorn them, renders them to the eye very forbidding,

and is a part of the means which gives rise to the prevailing

|)r(judice in children against schools. ^

There are now four schools in session, in which three males

.nnd one female are teaching. As teachers are obtained, the

schools will begin their winter sessions.

In most cases, licenses have Iteen obtained, but through the

want of county examiners, and tiirough the too hasty accep-

tiince of applications from teachers, by the trustees, the ob-

l;:ining of licenses lias become (juite a thing of form, and the

provisions of the law relative to it much disregarded. The

school once commenced, the license and salary are expected,

of course, even when in justice to both teacher and pupil,

they should be withheld.

By the earnest efforts of a few, a township teachers' asso-

ciation has been formed ; ))ut as yet, it has hardly members

sufficient for its continuance. It is to be hoped that the
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county association of teachers, through the columns of the

weekly press, are enlisting the public feeling in behalf of edu-

cation, and in teachers exciting a laudable ambition to excel.

The schools have been visited once in each quarter, and in

some instances oftener. Sometimes I have received invitations

to visit schools from trustees, but seldom have been favored

with their presence. The present school law exacts too much
from trustees, without any compensation. Their duties are

too numerous and important to be so often neglected, and they

cannot faithfully discharge them without remuneration. Jus

tice requires that they should have a fair equivalent for their

time and service.

The text books in use are Rose's, Oreenleaf s, Thompson's

and Davies' Arithmetics, Mitchell's School Geography,

Smith's and Bullion's English Grammar, Comley's, Webster's

and Towns* Spelling Books, and a vast variety of reading

books.

I have made thirty-three visits to the several schools while

in session, since my last report, and in some instances, by

invitation of the teacher, have conducted the exercises of

recitation.

Many of the teachers have been furnished with blank re-

ports, in the hope of obtaining some data, upon which to found

an opinion of the condition of the public schools. The re-

ports which were returned to me, were of the winter term

;

the fullest of any season of the year. By this means, I am
able, with approximate certainty, to fill the accompanying

blank, which you transmitted to me.

B. L. L. SHEPPARD,
Toivn Superivitendent,



660

SOMERSET COUNTY.

BERNAKl) TOWNSHIP.

The schools of this township have, on the whole, been con-

ducted with less efficieucy this year than for two years past.

—

Only one has been in operation all the year. In one of the

largest districts a very commodious and creditable new house

has been erected, Avhich, however, caused the school to be sus-

pended for a time. In other districts, the public money having

been exhausted, the patrons have not chosen to continue thena

at private expense.

There have been also more frequent changes' of teachers

than usual. The teachers, however, have not been below

the ordinary grade in qualilications, (some of them above

it,) and the schools while open have given general satisfac-

tion.

It is difficult to secure full and accurate reports from the

trustees, and hence the figures in my report as to the number

of pupils and the time they have actually been in school, are

only the nearest approximation to the truth that I could make.

It is hoped, however, that the blank forms now furnished for

them will servo to remedy this defect.

JOHN 0. RANKIN,

Town Superintendent. ,

fJRANCHBURG.

In regard to the condition of the schools 6f Branchburg, we

believe there is but little change since our last report. Our

school houses arc all frame buildings, of modern style and
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erection, pleas.antly located, with some play ground, which is

unfortunately destitute of shade trees. Our county board of

examiners is still sustained, which, in connection with the

teachers' institute, affords a class of teachers qualified at least

iu a moral and literary point of view. Our trustees do not

visit the schools as often as duty and the interest of the scho-

lars demands, and us for employers, it is an established prac-

tice Avith them to omit all such duties. The state fund surplus

revenue and township tax affords but little more than half the

requisite sum for school purposes in our township, and two-

thirds of this is raised at our annual town meeting. Raising

money at town meetings for school purposes invariably pro-

duces discord and contention, which is very much to be re-

gretted. We believe that the popular and ardent desire of our

township is, that the State should liberally increase its appro-

priations.

JOHN COX,

Town Superiyitendent.

FRANKLIN.

In making the inclosed report, I have been guided by such

information as I could obtain from the teachers and trustees of

the schools. I have visited all the schools twice since April,

(except two, which I have visited once,) accompanied by one

or two of the trustees occasionally, and find the schools in a

comparatively improved condition. Three or four of the school

houses have been lately built and are sufficiently large, airy

and convenient, with sufficient play grounds, and furnished

with maps and other conveniences for teaching. Most of the

others are in ordinary repair, though not so convenient. We
have r.n efficient board of examiners for the county, who month-

Iv attend to examinins: and licensincr teachers. The teachers

appear to realize their responsibilities and manifest a commend-

able interest in the welfare and improvement of their pupils.
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The inhabitants of the townsliip also manifest a general in-

terest in the cause of education, by voting annually a liberal

sum for the maintenance of schools. Still it is to be lamented

that there are sonic who do not avail themselves of the benefits

of education so liberally tendered to them. The money re-

ceived from the State and raised by tax, is insufficient to

support the schools free, but schools have been kept free

in six of the districts, an average of nine months the past

year.

Having just received the instructions, I am unable to com-

ply with them all, but would suggest that each school be sup-

plied with a copy of them.

J. J. VAN NOSTRAND,
Town Superintendent.

SUSSEX COUNTY.

BYRAM TOWNSUIF.

Our schools have been very generally in operation through-

out the year, and the attendance, as you will perceive by the

enclosed report, has been good. We have labored under a

serious disadvantage, however, Avhich I suppose has been com-

mon throughout the State ; in reference to procuring the

school funds from the State due the township. In the spring,

I received the half of the amount as usual ; and on the first

of October was informed by the county collector, that the bal-

ance could not be had from the State until after November

first. On that day I made application again, and was paid

half the amount ordinarily due October first, and notified that

in consequence of the want of funds in the state treasury, the
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balance could not be pa'ul until January fa-st, ci^^htcon Imn-

drcil and fifty-seven ; as our taxes are nut due until Decem-

ber, the conscfiuenco has heen that all the schools in the town-

ship have been conducted on the '"credit system," in a j^reat

measure, and the teachers been nearly without funds during

the summer, Avhile the orders of the district trustees remain

unpaid, awaiting the collection of the township taxes. I re-

port this matter as a direct in our school system which needs a

correction.

But one of our schools (in district number one) lias been

open the whole year, and that has been about half free ; the

others vary from four to six months in duration, or as long as

the public money will pay for, without any extra assessment

upon the patrons of the school.

No county examiners have yet been appointed in this (Sus-

sex) county, and all licenses are issued by the trustees and su-

perintendent.

E. A. REEDER,

Town Superintendent.

VERNON.

Our schools are improving in efficiency, and I think there is

a decided advance in many of the districts. Yet there is much

inattention to the interests of education in some parts of the

township. Some two or three districts are very much behind

the others, as they have been employing inefficient and un-

qualified teachers for some time past. This township is at

present well supplied with teachers. We have school in

almost every district, and have had a good attendance gen-

erally.

Our school houses are generally in good repair. We have

j^ixteen in number, all frame buildings. Number nineteen,
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having no school liouso, the trustees have furnished a room

for the acconiniodation of the school. They all have play

grounds attached. There is but one district (number five)

Nvhich is supplied with the necessary apparatus. The books

principally in use in our schools, are Parker's Philosophy,

iSniith's and Wells' Grammars, Smith's Geography, Davies'

and Adams' Arithmetic, and Webster's Elementary Spelling

Book.

In my visits to the several schools, I very seldom have the

T-Jeasure of meeting with the trustees or employers; if they

would generally attend at the time of these visits, it would

much encourage the children.

AMOS H. BELLES,

Toivn Superintendent.

WANTAGE.

The township is divided into twenty-one and a half school

di.-tricts, one district having been taken up, and the school

house in the half district not being in this township. The

township numbers, according to the reports of the trustees

of the various school districts, thirteen hundred and nine-

teen children, between the ages of five and eighteen years.

—

The number of chilAren attending school the first three

months, is six hundred and fifty-two ; for six months, three

hundred and ten ; for nine months, forty-one ; and for twelve

months, 'forty-two ; making the whole number that has at-

tended school any time during the year, ten hundred and

forty- five. Ten of the schools have been continued twelve

months ; six, nine months ; four, six months ; and one, three

months ; making the whole number of months kept in the town-

ship, two hundred and one, and an average of nine and four-

seventh months.

I have examined and licensed twenty-four teachers, fifteen
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males and nine females. The wages of the teachers range

from ten to twenty-five dollars per niontli, or from two to two

dollars and fifty cents per scholar.

The hooks used, and the branches taught, arc as represented

in my former reports.

The money appropriated and to be appropriated this year

to school purposes, is: one hundred and sixty dollars, ten

cents, from last year ; ten hundred and forty-three dollars,

eighty-two cents, from the State money and interest of the

surplus revenue ; fifteen hundred dollars, raised by tax in the

township ; and four hundred and forty-four dollars raised in

three districts, for the purpose of building and repairing school

houses, making the whole amount to be used for scliool purpo-

ses in the township this year, three thousand one hundred and

forty-seven dollars and ninety-two cents.

There has been one school house built in the township this

year, with a nice play ground attached to it, which does much
credit to the district in which it is situated, both for its style

and durability ; and one has been repaired. There are no

free schools in this township; if they are continued during

the year, the money is generally'' proportioned equally on each

quarter. It gives better satisfaction to the districts, and is

much more conducive to the prosperity of the schools.

MOSES STOLL,

Town Supcrinten dent.
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WARREN COOTTY.

FRANKLIX TOWNSHIP.

As no rcf^iaters were kept in many of tlie ilis^rlct prcvlons

to last April, I find much clillicuUy in filling up the blank re-

turns correctly ; since that time, however, all the districts have

kept registers, as the law directs. This township is divided

into seven whole and three parts of districts, one more than

at my last report.

District number one has a good and comfortable house, built

of stone, with a small phiy ground attached, and the only one

in the township ; the others have the public road. This school

has been open eleven months ; number in the district, ninety
;

female teacher during the summer. Number twoihas a poor,

old house, entirely too small to accommodate the district

;

school open nine months; number in the district, fifty-nine;

male teacher the past year. Number three has a poor house,

entirely inadequate to the wants of the district ; school open

ten months ; number in the district, one hundred and thirteen
;

male teacher ; the school term is divided into two sessions of

five months each. Number four has a new house, built of

stone ; female teacher for the summer ; school open ten

months ; number in the district, eighty one. Number five

—

the house of this district is good, built of stone ; school open

nine months; number in district, sixty-two ; female teacher.

—

Number six has the beat house in the township, built of stone
;

this school has been open twelve months the last year ; num-

ber in the district, one hundred and four ; male teacher.

—

Number eight has erected a house the present year, and

opened a school in November; number in district, thirteen.

—

Numbers seven, nine and ten, are taught in the adjoining town-

hips.
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The branches taught, arc spelling, reading, writing, arith-

metic, geography, English grammar, algebra, botany, philoso-

phy and chemistry. None of the schools are furnished with

all the necessary apparatus.

The inhabitants of this township vote a liberal amount for

the support of public schools ; this year, one thousand three

hundred and forty-five dollars is raised by tax, but much strife

and apposition is exhibited by voting to raise money at our

annual town meetings for the support of schools. The pre-

vailing opinion is, that the State should furnish a fund suffi-

cient for the support of free schools, and thus put an end to

all this contention. The bill reported by the commissioners

appointed to codify the school law, would give general dissat-

isfaction to the inhabitants of this township if it should become

a law.

As there are no county examiners in this county, that duty

devolves upon myself, in connection with the trustees. Teach-

ers are all examined and licensed according to law.

The male teachers receive thirty dollars per month, and the

females twenty-two. The schools have all been free but one

the past year. Home occupations demand so much time and

attention, that trustees, guardians, parents and others, fail to

visit schools to give proper encouragement to the teacher, and

a spirit of emulation to the young pupils.

JAMES VLIET,
Town Superintendent.

FRELINGHUYSEN.

Our scliools are about in the condition in which they were

when last reported.

It has become quite common to send children from home to

school, because facilities for attaining a knowledge of the
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liiglicr branches are not furnisliod in our common schools.

—

This must be because many of the people do not feel the im-

portance of education as they should ; for if they did, they

would not do without schools in which their children could be

thoroughly trained. We need light here on the importance

and benefits of a more extensive and thorough education.

—

"WIku the people get their eves fully open on this subject, they

will 1)0 willing to expend their money more freely, satisfied

that it will be more secure and profitable in the brains of their

children, than in their pockets.

I would beg leave to reiterate the opinion expressed in my
last report, that the appointment of a competent man, with a

sufficient salary to free him from other business, so that he

could give his whole time to lecturing on this subject, would do

more to elevate education than any other thing. Satisfy the

people fully of its importance, and I am persuaded they will

go into it with their whole heart.

If this cannot be done, why not publish tracts on the sub-

ject and circulate them.

W. C. McGEE,
Town Superintendent.

INDEPENDENCE.

I send you the annual statement of the condition of the

public schools of the township of Independence. I do not see

that there is any very decided improvement since the date of

my last report, and in those districts where there is any im-

provement it is owing more to the exertions of individhals

than to an increase of interest in the cause of -education

amongst the community at large. None of our districts are

able to keep open a free school during the whole year. To

enable them all to have free schools, it would be necessary to

raise by tax about two dollars fifty cents per scholar ; and al-
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thougli the employers arc unwilling to tax themselves to tliat>

amount, yet I think a majority of them would approve of any

legislative action that would permanently establish free schools.

WILLIAM KENNEDY,
Town jSujjerintendent.

MANSFIELD.

There is not quite money enough to keep the schools free

the whole year.

There are six whole districts and four parts of districts, and

one school vacant.

There has been no county examiner appointed for this

county. The teachers generally understand the best method,

and education is on the increase. They have not the necessary

play grounds they should have.

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary is in almost all the schools,

and if We still get Lippincott's Gazetteer, it Avill make them

more efficient in the great cause of education.

JAMES McCREA,
Town Superintendent.

OXFORD.

The schools in this township are in nearly the same condi-

tion that they were at the time of making my last annual re-

turn, and the same defects (which are severely felt in some of

the districts) still continue to exist.

The necessity that exists of having more enlarged and con-

venient school houses, Avith suitjible fixtures and furniture, is a

subject of regret not only to tedchers, but to all persons cher-

ishing friendly feelings in favor of a general and liberal sya-
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toni of education. These defects should be remedied by legis-

lation, ill such a manner as will tend to lighten the burthen

both of teachers and pupils, and render the task of study

more pleasant and desirable.

Public attention shouhl be aroused upon the subject of edu-

cation. Where but little or no interest is manifested by the

people, the cause of education must of necessity languish ; and

the best exertions of the most assiduous instructors, are, in a

great measure, unavailing, unless his efforts to advance his pu-

pils be seconded by his employers.

It is believed that a course of popular lectures upon the

subject of education, in every township in the state, would do

much to enlist the attention of the public in its favor ; and if

the services of persone properly qujilified could be secured,

whose duty it should be to visit every city and township in the

state, and urge upon the people the importance of a more effi-

cient system, the object in view would be soon accomplished.

D. D. CAMPBELL,
Town Superintendent,

PiriLLIPSBURG.

In transmitting my annual report, as required by law, it

affords me great pleasure to say that our schools are all in a

prosperous condition ; and being principally free, they have

been pretty generally attended, a portion of the year at least,

bv nearly all the children in the township between the ages of

live and eighteen years. Our teachers have all been examined

an licensed, and it is believed will compare in point of qualifi-

cations with those of any other township.

While there is yet room for important improvements in our

schools, I hesitate not in saying that some of them are re-

garded as most excellent public schools, and a disposition on
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the part of the people to sustain tlicin, is amply manifested by

voting for the last two or three years to raise by tax for their

support, the highest amount allowed by law, with scarcely a

dissenting voice—a sure indication that the benefit derived

from comuion schools are beginning to be appreciated as they

should be.

The branches usually taught in our schools are reading,

writing, arithmetic, geography, grammar and definitions

;

but in one or two of them, some of the higher branches are

taught, such as book-keeping, history, algebra and geometry.

Singing has been introduced with signal success; a pleasing

and soul-elevating exercise—at once softening the rougher na-

tures of impetuous youth, and calming the turbulent passions

of the wayward, avoiding relief to the mind after having been

taxed with too much severity in the study of more difficult

branches; and besides being an accomplishment, it fits the

pupil for the performance of his higher moral duties, as he

enters upon the great theatre of human life.

The more mo(fcrn and improved methods of teaching have

been gradually introduced into our schools, by which the pupil

is led to think for himrelf, and thereby strengthen his intel-

lectual faculties by exercise, as he does his physical powers by

recreation on the play ^ound.

Our school houses have not all been constructed on such

principles as to insure a good ventilation and pure air, but a

decided improvement has been made in those more recently

constructed, giving indications of the fact that as the people

become more impressed with the paramount importance of

education, and are led to investigate the kind of houses best

suited to the health and comfort of their children, we shall

behold new and splendid edifices taking the places of the su-

peranuated structures which are now but miserable apologies

^r school houses. A recent effort has been made to introduce

a uniform system of school books into our public schools, a

desideratum long needed, but which, I trust, in time, will sue-
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ceeii. Upon the whole, y\c think a great work lias been ac-

complished under the present liberal system of public instruc-

tion, and •with the full assurance that it will continue to re-

ceive the fostering care of the friends of so noble a cause, we

feel to thank God and take courage for the future.

J. R. LOVELL,
Town Superintendent.

WASUIXGTON.

We have been re-organising some of the school districts in

this township the past year, and building and repairing their

school rooms, and no schools have been kept open in those

districts during that time, which will account for the small

average attendance shown by the nccompanying report.

The districts provided Avith school rooms have had a good

attendance, and are in a flourishing condition. There is much

interest and good feeling with the people of this township

toward our public school, and all we need now for their en-

couragement is a well regulated, working system for their

management and regulation, and a ^itable provision for pro^

ducing the necessary funds for their support. The prevailing

sentiment among the people in this township is, that tlie public

revenues of the State should be appropriated to school pur-

poses, and that the property of the State should be taxed for

the support of government.

The law authorising the inhabitants of the difl'erent town-

ships to vote and raise money for the support of schools,

creates a good deal of bad feeling, and has an evil efifect on

their successful operation ; and the law authorising the in-

habitants of fechool districts to raise money by taxation, has a

Btill worse effect on the district attempting to raise money #i

that way.
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One hundred and ten of the aggregate number of children

embraced in my report, compose four fractional districts, and

are sent to school in the adjoining townships. These do not

make any part of iny report, except in the statement of the

whole number of children residing in the township. No
county examiners have been appointed to this county. All

the teachers employed in the schools of this township have

l)een regularly examined and licensed by the town superinten-

dent and district trustees. The salaries of male teachers will

average al)0ut three hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and

females about two hundred and fifty dollars for tlie same time.

The schools are kept free for a little more than one-half of

the year, and for the remainder of the year they are sup-

ported by private contributions.

JOSEPH VLEIT,

Town Superintendent.
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