NOTICE TO CASTLES.

Any change in the Master of Records shou]d be reported 1mmedmtely ’(o the
Grand Master of Records.

The Master of Records should at once notify the Grand Master of Records
of any change in his residence or post-office address.

Castles wishing decisions on questions of law should send an. official com-
munication to the Grand Chief, under the seal of the Castle, attested by the
Master of Records.

All communications for the Grand Chief should be addressed to WILLIAM
C. HUNTER, Swedesboro, New Jersey.

By-Laws and amendments to By-Laws should be properly authenticated by
the Noble Chief and Master of Records and forwarded to the chairman of the
Committee on Law.

All communications for the Standing Committees should be addressed to the
respective chairmen thereof.

78~ A FULL LIST OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES WILL BE
FOUND ON THE THIRD PAGE OF THIS COVER.

The following articles are furnished by the Grand Castle at the prices mamed.
Orders should be sent by the Master of Records, under seal of the Castle, and
accompanied with the cash therefor.

Rituals, each (on surrender of old rltuals) e .. .. . 8400

Furieta] Cerémonie¥, ecach . . . . .. e "1 00

Question Books, each T 4 00

OdeBookseach........A..Z... 40

OdeCardseach 05

Withdrawal Cards, each . .. . ... Lol A 50

Dismissal Certlﬁcates each . . . . .. .. ... .. 50

DrillMaxxuals,enclla.....A...‘........... 1 00

) ’

Badges and Jewels and Certificates of Membership are furnished by the
Supreme Castle. Address WILLIAM CULBERTSON, Supreme Master of
Records, P. O. Box 527, Philadelphia. .

Circulars, blanks, &c., together with all information in regard to the forma-
tion of new Castles, will be furnished on application to any of the Grand Castle
officers.

E. D. SENSEMAN,
. . Grand Master of Records.
Office, 105 North Fifth Street, Camden, N. J. .

Each Past Chief in this jurisdiction will receive a copy of
these Proceedings, which will be forwarded in care of the
Master of Records. Two copies will also be sent for th&use
of the Castle. e a4
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PROCEEDINGS.

TrenTON, N. J., October 2d, 1894.

The GraND CASTLE OF NEw JerseEYy, KNIGHTS OF THE
GoLDEN EAGLE, met in annual session in Ribsam Bu11d1ng,
Broad below State Street, at 11 A.M. to- d'ly, the following
officers bemg present :

Past Grand. Chief—Joseph Arnold.

Grand Chief—Robert M. Foust.

Grand Vice-Chief—William C. Hunter.

Grand High Priest—John C. F. Trachsel.

Grand Keeper of Exchequer—James E. Highley.
. Grand Master of Records—E. D. Senseman.
Grand Sir Herald—ZFrank Farley.

Grand First Guardsman—John-H. Duncan.

Grand Second Guardsman—W. E. Smith, pro zem.

Trustees—Albert Ottinger,
James Hope,
Walter A. Barrows.
(3)
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P. C. D. M. Stevens, No. 3, offered the following resolution,
which was adopted : ’

TRENTON, N. J., October 2d, 1894.

To the Grand Castle of New Jersey, Knights of the Golden Eagle.

Sir KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :—The undersigned would respectfully offer
the following : : : ) .
Resolved, That the nomination for officers shall take place before the noon
recess of this session, and that the election shall be the first order of business
of the afternoon session, except the admission and instruction of new members.
Resolved, That the installation of officers shall take place at 16.30 on Wed-
nesday morning.

Submitted in F., V. and H.,

DANIEL M. STEVENS,
WALTER A. BARROWS,
James HoOPE.

The reading of the minutes of the preceding annual session
being called for, P. G. C. Parks, No. 9, moved that the read-
ing be dispensed with and the printed proceedings adopted,
which motion prevailed. . '

The vacancies in the standing committees were filled by the
Grand Chief, and when reorganized said committees were as
follows :

Law.—]J. Harris Cogill, No.7; J. C. Haynes, No. 43; Frank K. Field, No. 56.

Finance~D. M. Stevens, No. 3; Harry Steelman, No. 39; George N.
Wimer, No. 22.

NCredenlials.—_]oseph Jackson, No. 3; Jacob S. Kent, No. 54; A. Q. Bloom,
0. 28,

Appeals—William N. Hewitt, No, 13; Horace J. Parks, No.9; W. S. Clark,
No. 23; Arthur H.'Hope, No. 47; T. K. Eastburn, No. 46.

Printing —Theodore S. Burrows, No.15; L J. Grimshaw, No. 51; T. K.
Eastburn, No. 46. :

On motion of P. C. Barrows, No. 4, an appropriation of
five dollars was made to the Grand Second Guardsman pgro zemn.
for services during the entire session. \

The official reports of the officers and committees were pre-
sented, printed ‘copies having been distributed. The Grand
Chief appointed as a special committee to distribute said re-
ports to the appropriate committees, Past Chiefs Thomas A.
Warren, No. 3, D.'S. Pancoast, No. 40, and John C. Haynes,
No. 43.
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The reports were as follows :

REPORT OF THE GRAND CHIEF.

TRENTON, N. J., October 2d, 1894.

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Castle of New Jersey, Knights of
the Golden Eagle.

SIR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS:—Anothet term has passed, and in the mercy
of Divine Providence we meet again in annual session : I to render an account
of the stewardship entrusted to me a short thirteen months ago by you, and
you, my Brother Knights, to receive and act upon such matters as may be
brought before you tending to the advancement of the principles of Fidelity,
Valor, and Honor. ’

When I accepted at your hands the highly responsible and honorable post of
Grand Chief in September, 1893, I resolved to perform the duties of the office
to the utmost of my power ; and, so far as the claims of a most exacting busi-
ness would permit, I have tried to do so. While I feel that I have not come
up to the full measure of my intentions in all respects, I do know that the
duties of the post have been such that I have been obliged to forego entirely all
social engagements, and devote my time, often into the small hours of the
morning, to the correspondence reaching me from all parts of the State,
visiting, official conferences, etc. ' '

When we consider that not only is the Order increasing, but that with that
increase comes the necessity for the settlement of more and more complex
questions of law, it becomes apparent that the labor of attending to the official
correspondence now performed by the Grand Chief in person will in the near
future have to be delegated to some one else, preferably a clerk or secretary to
the Grand Chief, selected by him and paid by the Grand Castle. Considering,
also, that in at least one other organization in this State a secretary is employed
to aid the presiding officer, at a salary equal to the amount appropriated by this
Grand Castle for all the expenses of the Grand Chief, you will readily see that
all the honors accruing to this post are fully earned. In fact, none but those
who have filled the post have any conception of the labor necessary and the
sacrifices required to perform the duties at all satisfactorily. In this connection
I would suggest for the benefit of future Grand Chiefs, that if the members of
subordinate Castles, particularly the Noble Chiefs and Masters of Records,
would inform themselves more thoroughly on the laws and decisions of this
Grand Castle, much vexatious correspondence, as well as a considerable bill
for stationery and postage would be saved the Grand Chief and the Grand
Castle. . . o

Shortly after my installation I issued the following circular, in which I en-
deavored to outline, as far as possible, the hopes and desires of the new
administration ; and, judging from the reports from the various Castles for the
year just ended, the Sir Knights have tried to do what they could to build up




our noble Order, for despite the financial depfeséi()n which has existed"during/

my entire term, I am happy to say, that we hdve at least held our own, and' I
believe the future holds a very hopeful outlook for us. C ‘

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS oF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE "GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, Sept. 25th, 1893.

To the Noble Chief, Oﬁice;’} and Members of each Subordinate Castle in New
. Jersey. ST P :
i

S1rR KNIGHTS. AND BROTHERS .—Another Eagle year has dawned upon us,
and we are confronted by the inquiry : What are we individually going to do
to advance and. upbuild ‘our noble Order? Reasoning from your responses in
the past, I have no hesitation in saying that I believe you will each gne of you
do your part:toward so glorious,an end. -

. Your first duty is to the present membership of your respective Castles.
Each one of 'you wields a certain amount of influence, which I hope you will
wisely exert to increase the attendance at your Castle sessions ; and when the
Sir Knights come to the Castle hold them there by interesting them in the work,
either by having frequent entertainments or by giving them work to do. And
here .comes the -other important part of the matter: Secure plenty of good
material to introduce into your membership. Numerous candidates make in-
teresting Castle sessions and, enthusiastic Sir Knights. Our Order in this juris-
diction should number at least ten thousand Eagle Knights, and I hope the

-end of my term as Grand Chief will see that number of good, true, enthusiastic

Sir Knights on our rolls. . . )
_ If you hear or know of an opportunity of extending our Order by forming
new Castles, communicate with P..G. C. ., WAYLAND PoTTER, Camden, N.J.,

. the recently-elected Grand Organizer, who will lend all the assistance you re-

quire 'in seeirig the people and inducing them to come with us. The Grand

Chief or Grand Master of Records will most cheerfully supply any other infor-

* mation, circulars, etc.,;you may desire to advance such work.

Induce every’Sit Knight to become a member of the Death Benefit Fund,
and especially endeavor, to secure every initiate 'as a member of the Fund.
¢ In numbers there {s:stiength,”” and as the membership of the Fund increases
the propertionate expenses will decrease. -~ e . ‘

In conclusion, I desire to thank you, my brethren of this Grand jurisdiction,

for the honor you have conferred on me 11 elevating.me to the proud position .

of Grand Chief, and to say that you will at all times have my most cordial

support and assistance in your efforts to advance our glorious Order. We are
here to do the work which to us pertains. . B .

. Fraternally Yours, in F., V.and H.,, . .
Atttest : ) . RosT, M. Foust, Grand Chief.

E. D. 'SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.. -

' And désiring to make an especial appeal to .t‘he District’ Grand Chiefs and
Grand Instructors, I on thie some date issuéd the following circhlar : ’

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, Sept. 25th, 1893.

Tv all District Grand Chiefs tmd Grand lJnSl;‘iaqtors in the State of New

B Jersey. - ) .
SIR KNIGHTS A’N'D, BRbTHERs :—Yo,u”have Beéen appointed ‘to responsible

Wy

. 'pqsitio_ns;-under your personal assurance that you will each and all do every-
thing in your power.to properly perform the duties of your several posts, and

I have no doubt that you will come up to the full measure of our expectations.
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The duties prescribed for District Grand Clnefs and Grand Instructors are laid
down in the Grand Castle Constitution, and I would urge that you give them
careful perusal, that you may be fully ‘informed of what is expected of you. -
Visit the Castles in _your several districts frequently and see that the rxtu'lhstlc

work is kept fully.dp to the mark, Endeavor to interest all the old and young o
Sir Knights in the work of upbuilding the Order and success will surely follow. ’

P. G. C. F. WAYLAND POTTER, Camden, N. J., the newly-elected ‘Grand Or-
ganizer will assist in forming any new Castles of which he may be given notice,
and the Grand Chief or Grand Master of Records will furnish you with all .
needed information, circulars, etc., that you may require to aid in promotmg :
this great and glorlous work. o

Sir Knights, the Grand Chief and hls associate Grand Officers cannot do the '
work alone; you must aid and assist them by your presence and work. Upon
your efforts’ largelv depend the success of the Order in your several districts.
Personal touch is what is required, not long-range fulminations.

Again, my brother Knights and co-workers, I ask you to give all heed to the
success of our noble Order, and with your endeavors seconding my own, we .
will make the present Eagle year the most bnlllant one in the hlstory of our
Order in New Jersey.

Fraternally Yours in F., V. and H.,

Attest : RosT. M. FousT, Grand Chief. '
E. D. SENSEMAN‘, G. M of R.

'

)

In consequence of the law of the Supreme Castle requiring that all Castle
work, except the conférring of the First and Second Degrees, be done in the ~
Third Degree, it became. necessary that some announcemeént should be made
as to the details to be observed, and I therefore issued the following circular, .
which I am glad to say has, with one or two exceptions, proven amply suffi-
cient to explain the changes to the brethren, and the exceptxons were most
eqslly straightened out :

e

/GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, Sept 26th ‘1893

To the Noble. Chch, Oﬁcers and Members of each Sul)ora’male Castle i in New
Jersey.

'SIR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :—In consequence of the adoptlon by the
Supreme Castle. at its Annual Session, in Baltimore, Md., June 27-29, 1893, of .
an amendment to the Constitution ofthe Supreme Castle, requiring a// Castle
business to be transacted in the Crusader’s Degree, except the conferring of
the. Pilgrim’s and Knight’s Degrees, and of the further action of the Board of
Officers of the Supreme Castle, deciding that the above-mentioned amendment ™
should go into effect on September 1st, 1893, some explanation as to the details
of the same would appear necessary, and9 I therefore direct the observance of
the following

The same opening and closing exercises as printed in the Pilgrim’s Degree
ritual, and which have been used (and which are compulsory, as no portion of
the same—charges, odes, foot and sword exercises—can be dispensed with)
are to be continued, the Castle being opened and closed while in the Third
Degree, which P. W. is used. The H. P, will arrange the altar in the manner
prescribed in the Third Degree ritual at the time designated in the First De-
gree ritual.

In case there are candldqtes for the First Degree, the Castle is closed in the
Third, opened in the First, and then, dfter degree work, closed in' the First - "~
and re opened in the Third, except that if there are candldates for the Second,
after'the Pilgrim’s Degree has been conferred, it is closed in the First, opened
in the Second, and after the degree work, closed in the Second and re-opened
'in the Third Degree . . -
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All applications and ballotting for the First and Second Degrees, as well as
a1 business or legislation, is done in the Third Degree.

The rituals at present in use are sufficient for all purposes, but should cir-
cumstances seem to require it, information as to the cost of the proposed set
to be bound in one volume, terms of exchange, etc., will be furnished in a
fature circular.

All Castles having members who have not obtained all the degrees are re-
quested to inform all such members, over seal, of the change in the laws, and
request the said Sir Kuights to take their remaining degrees at ‘once. To facil-
itate matters, 1 hereby grant this dispensation for said Castles to confer the
Second and Third Degrees at one session on those who have only obtained
their First Degree, and to confer the Third Degree on those who have obtaine
the First and Second Degrees. These Castles can also confer the three de-
grees at said session on any applicants which they have prior to October 1st,

1893.
After October 1st Castles can only confer one Degree at a session upon the
same candidate (except in cases above cited) unless by dispensation as per the
Constitution. Until the Sir Knights receive the higher degrees they are enti-
tled to the benefits of the degree which they have taken. In the absence of
any Supreme Castle law, the dues of candidates admitted after October st
will commence from the session at which they receive the Pilgrim’s Degree,
and their probationary period to become beneficial will commence from said
date. Until said candidates have obtained the Crusader’s Degree they cannot
participate in the business. Each candidate, upon obtaining the First Degree,
is to be notified of the dates of conferring the Second and Third Degrees, but
not more than one week should elapse between the conferring of the same.

In going from a lowerto a higher degree the P. W. of said degree will always
be taken up.

Hereafter the minutes of the First and Second Degrées will be kept in the °

regular minute book of the Castle, thus dispensing with separate books for the
degrees. '

Masters of Records will read this at three successive mectings after its re-"

ceipt and then file it for reference.
Fraternally Yours, in F., V. and H,,

Attest : ) RopT. M. Foust, Grand Chief.
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M.of R.

Believing, also, that sufficient interest was not being taken in that most ad-
mirable feature of our Order, the Death Benefit Fund, 1 prepared and issued
the following circular :

GRAND CasTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, October 2d, 1893.

To t;e Noble Chief, Officers and Members of each Castle in the State of New
ersey. .

SR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS . \What is your Castle doing in regard to the
DEATH BENEFIT FUND? Are you inducing your members one and all to
become members of it? if not, why? The Fund offers the cheapest form of
Life Insurance known, and as its membership increases sO must its expenses
decrease proportionally. Any member of your Castle between the ages of 18

and 45 is eligible, provided he passes the required medical examination_and

pays the small entrance fee. Full information will be furnished by your Mas-
fer of Records on application.

Also see that every initiate has the advantages of the Fund presented to him,
and use your utmost endeavors to induce him to connect himself with it. By
so doing you will give an added impetus to your Castle, as every Sir Knight

who becomes a member of the Fund will have an additional tie binding him to
the Castle and to the Order. =
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Should you desire additional information, or if none of the members of your
Castle are now in the Fund and do not know how to proceed, write to the Grand
Chief or Grand Master of Records and they will cheerfully furnish all necessary
information.

Fraternally Yours in F., V. and H.,

Attest: "RoBT. M. Foust, Grand Chief.
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.

I am unable to say what degree of success was caused by the issuance of
this circular, but hope the seed did not all fall on barren soil. The Death
Benefit feature is a most admirable one, and deserves far more consideration
at the hands of our brethren than it has heretofore received. -

Realizing within a short time after my accession to office the frequently friv-
olous and unwarranted natire of many of the queries addressed to the Grand
Chief, and feeling that his duties were such that neither the time at his disposal
nor the exigencies of the case demanded its continuance, I, on December 15,
1893, issiied the following circuiar bearing on this subject, and am happy to
state that it has had the effect of greatly reducing the amount of correspond-
ence by shearing off the unauthorized and unimportant part of it, and I would
recommend that this Grand Castle adopt some plan, either by amendment to
the Constitution or by standing resolution, by which this order shall become a
law of this jurisdiction. ! .

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS. OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE,
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, December 15th, 1893.

To all Subordinale Castles in New Jersey—Greeting.

SiR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :—Realizing that the custom which has here-
_tofore prevaiied in this jurisdiction of indiviiual Sir Knights corresponding
with the Grand Chief, asking his decision on ‘points of law, etc., frequently
l-ads to erroneous decisions because of lack of information on all sides, as well
as to much unnecessary correspondence, it is hereby ordered that hereafter all
correspondence upon matters of law, ritual, appeals, etc., not covered by ex-
isting laws, will be received by the Grand Chief for decision only from asso-
ciate Grand Officers, District Grand ‘Chiefs and Grand Instructors, Noble
Chiefs of Castles and Masters of Records of Castles who may write by order
of the Castle over its seal : Provided, that when the question which it is desired
to ask is legal and regular, the Sir Knight desiring the information shall have
the right to require the Castle of which he is a member to forward the com-
munication in the manner prescribed above.

Fraternally Yours in F., V.and H,,

Attest : ) , © " Rosr. M. FousT, Grand Chie/.
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.

CONDITION OF ORDER.

I am pleased to announce that the Order throughout the State is in a har-
monious, and, when we consider the times, a fairly prosperous condition.”
While the accessions to our membership have not been as large as could have
been desired, still a comparison of our organization with those of a similar
character will show us in a most favorable light, both as regards members and
finances.
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_ By reference to the financial statement it will be seen that there is a balance
on hand slightly larger than at the last annual report: The unpaid bills and
heavy expenses accruing between this time and the coming in of the per capita
tax will more than absorb this balance, and for

would not be wise to curtail our resources

fore recommend that the special tax levied at

for another year, by which

\

this reason, in my judgment; it

for the coming year. 'I would there-

the last session be continued

time, I hope, the necessity for its further continu-
. ance will have ceased to exist. . :

GRAND ORGANIZER.

At the last annpal session both my predecésspr and myself recommen_d,eq

the appointment of a Gran

propagating our Order, as the ever-increasi

d Organizer, to

made it necessary that more systematic efforts
custom heretofore if we could hope to obtain our share of the, material outside
-the Order. - Accordingly this Grand -Castle el

P. G. C. F. Wayland Potter, of No. 3, and he

ever since. While the universal
from showing the good results they ot

whom could be given the work of ,
ng competition of other Orders had

be adopted than had been the

ected. as its Grand Organizer
has had ‘the matter in charge

business depression has prevented his efforts
herwise would (and he has worked hard

and earnestly to achieve success), still the experience of the past year has
4 Grand Organizer, however zealous he may be,
are-not always of.as great value as the work of an organizer on the spot,

shown that the services of

v

1 would cast no reflection
make his position of value,
way of correspondence, etc

will entrust the organization o
placing at his disposal the present appropria

with the amount paid by th

five dollars in all, to be used by him
of Castles ih the various localities W

and that the payment of organizers

on P. G. C. Potter,
and who has done

at the places where there are prospects ot~

_ forming Castles-will in all probability prove more successful. In saying this

-who has labored zealously to
a2 vast amount of work in the

- which may yet bear fruit. - From a study of the
situation during the term, however, I am convinced that if this Grand Castle:

e Supreme Castle (fi

f new Castles to the Grand Chief, as heretofore,
tion of ten dollars per Castle,

fteen dollars), making twenty--

as compensation to the actual organizers
here they may be established, much good

" can be accomplished. My recommendation on this subject will be found in

another part of this report.

_DISTRICT MEETINGS. - .

Early in my adminisfratioxx the necessity arose of devising the best way o '

'reéching the entire jurisdict

ijon in order that inf

ormation could be gained of the

condition of the Order throughout the State, its needs and desires, and the
solution seemed to be in continuing the plan of

by my predecessor, but on,

somewhat different

District Meetings inaugurated
lines. -As the ritualistic work

~had been so thoroughly gone into last year, a continuance of it seemed unnec-
essary, and it was thought that an effort should be made to bring the social and
‘fraternal side of our organization more prominently to the front. Accordingly,

except for the exemplification o

f the unwritten wotrk by the Grand Chief or his

representative, nothing of a ritualistic character was attempted.‘ but the meet-
" ings were given up to addresses by the various District Grand Chiefs, Grand..
Instructors, and representative Sir Knights in the several Districts as to'the
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condition of the District; followed by rémarks by the Grand Ofﬁcers, and a
. general interchange of good feeling, and I feel that much good has been
-accomplished in.the way of awakening the idea in thé minds of our Sir Knights
that we are ifideed a band of brothers. - '
o o o . ) . .
~ In’order that we might begin the work of the District Meetings I issued the
following circular: -~ - - . )

GrAND CASTLE ,OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE,
S *OFFICE-OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOQDBURY, December 15th, 1893.

To the District. Grand Chicfs, Grand Instructors, Officers and Sir Knights
" of all Subordinate C'axllc;‘—Grfeling'.' e . '

_ SIR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS —The Grand Chief has arranged a number
of District, Meetings as below; and requests that special efforts he made to
secure the attendance of every Sir Knight in the several Districts, by mailing- -
to each one & request.to’be present, to the eénd that all may become better
acquainted, and thus help-to create a more friendly spirit throughout the juris-
diction. . It is desired' that the Custles where the various meetings have been
called transact only their most urgent business on the evenings named, and
_that an especial €ffort be made'to'open the<Castlé session promptly, that all-
_“time possible be-given tn the District Meeting: .. oo
“-“The secrét work will be-exemplified by the Grand Chief or his representive.
_ ‘Atthe close of each District Meetinga special session of the Grand Castle will
be held: for the purpose of conferring the.Past Chief’s Degree upon all who are
entitled to receive it. e o : B ’
‘As thesé meetitigs are intended for an interchange of ideas and views as to
the best methods ot advancing the interests of our belovéd Order and increasing
our membership, it is important that every Sir Knight should make a special

. effort to be present. ..
B " LIST OF MEETINGS.
. First District—(Nos. 2, 13, 46, 52, 61, 62, 65) at Millville Castle, No. 2, Thurs-
day, January:18th, 1894. R ) . .
Sécond. District (Nos. 11, 27, 44, 56, 60)"at Ocean Castle, No. 11, Monday,
February sth, 1894, ’ . . . :
Third District (Nos. 5,.10) at Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5, Tuesday, February 2oth,

1894. . - o . : . i

Fourth District (Nos. 30,-31, 39, 40) at Volunteer Castle, No. 30, Wednesday,

March 14th, 1894. 7 ’ Lo : ' = '
Fifth - District (Nos. 15, 36, 48, 53) at Woodbury Castle, No. 15, Tuesday,

March 27th, 1894. . : :

Sixth District (Nos. 26, 45,-49) at Stafford Castle, No. 26, Tuesday, April 1oth,

1804 Iy . S e 3,
Seventh District (Nos..3, 8, 9, 19, 24, 25, 29, 41, 70) at.White Cross Castle,

No. 19, Monday, April 2'5(], 1894. - . } . '

E Other meetings will be announced in future circulars. '

Trusting that these meetings will result in arousing a greater amount of en-

thusiasm for our cause, and that they will be largely attended by the Sir Knights*

 of the jurisdiction, I'am; ;.. . .

- Fraternally Yours in F., V. and H., C

. o, . [ X

Attest : .

. . ] Rost. M. FousT, Grand Chief,
E.'D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R. C

;
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And being satisfied the plan was & good -one, I issued a circular providing
for the balance of the meetings : :

GRAND CASTLE OF NEw JERSEY, KNIGHTS oF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND Cuier, Woodbury, March 15th, 1804

~ To the District Grand Chiefs, Grond Instructors, Officers and Sir Knights

of all SubordinatevCa:tles—— Greeting.’
Sir KNIGHTS AND BroTHERS :—The series of District Meetings announced

in circular of December 15th, 1893, having proved s0 successful, and the ad-
vantage of holding them appearing so great for promoting the fraternal fea-
tures of our loved organization, the Grand Chief hereby announces that he has
arranged to hold District Meetings in the remaining Districts as below, and
trusts that strenuous efforts will be made to induce every Sir Knight in the
various Districts to attend them, to the end that we may become better known
one to the other, and gain from such acquaintanceship something that will help
to make us more enthusiastic.for our cause. 1t is desired that the Castles where
the various meetings have been called transact only their most urgent business
on the evenings named, and that an especial effort be made to open the Castle
sessions promptly, that all time possible may be given to the District Meeting.

The secret work will be exemplified by the Grand Chief or his representative.

At the close of each District Meeting a-special session of the Grand Castle

will be held for the purpose of conferring the Past Chief’s Degree on all who
are entitled to receive it.

LIST OF MEETINGS.

Eighth District (Nos. 4, 6, 16, 35, 66) at New Jersey Castle, No. 4, Thursday,
May 3d, 1894.

Ninth District (Nos. 14, 17, 18, 21, 22) at Herald Castle, No 17, Thursday,
May 17th, 1804.

Tenth District (Nos. 7, 23, 28, 33, 68, 69) at Trenton Castle, No 7, Tuesday,
May 20th, 1894. . : .

Eleventh District (Nos. 20, 34, 47, 51, 57» 50) at Wall Castle, No. 57, Tuesday,
June s5th, 1894.

S’Pwelfth District (Nos. 50, 71) at Sterling Castle, No. 50, Saturday, June oth,
1894,
“Thirteentl District (Nos. 32, 43, 63) at Annandale Castle, No. 43, Thursday,
June 21st, 1894.

Fourteenth District (Nos. 38, 42, 54 53, 64, 67) at Columbia Castle, No. 54,
Wednesday, June 27th, 1804.

Trusting that these meetings will be largely attended, and believing that
they will be conducive to an increased interest in our Order, I am

Fraternally Yours in ¥, V.and H,,

Attest : RopT. M. FousT, Grand Chief.
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.

At the close of each District Meeting a special session of the Grand Castle
was held for the purpose of conferring the Past Chief’s Degree on those
entitled, a further account of which will be found in its proper place in the
minutes of this session. i

While the attendance at the several meetings was not always as large as
could be desired, owing, perhaps, to the fact that the number of Districts had
been reduced, and some Castles, consequently, further from the place of
meeting than had been the custom heretofore, 1 feel that the plan of condensing
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the, Districts was a good one, as it has decreased the expenses for traveling, etc.,
and when the Sir Knights remember that it is their dufy to respond to all
proper calls of their superior officers, even if it requires them to go a distance,
and that they ought not expect to wait to be hunted up at their Castle homes,’

‘meetings like these will be most gladly and largely attended. I am of the

opinion-that if the Sir Knights had the proper degree of enthusiasm for our
beloved Order that they should have they would willingly undertake a journey
of even a dozen miles once a year to see and learn something of benefit to
themselves and their Castles, and hope that subsequent Grand Chiefs will see
a much better attendance at District Meetings than has been the case this year.

DisTrRICT No. 1.—Meeting held in the hall of Millville Castle, No. 2, Millville,
Thursday, January 1sth, 1894. There were present about seventy-five Sir
Knights and the general feeling in the District is good. I regret that all the
Castles were not represented, but the rainy night was probably the cause of
the absence of some of ‘them. There were preseut, of the Grand Officers, P,
G. C. Arnold, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M..of R. Senseman, and myself. D. G. C.
Richards, of Millville Castle, No. 2, and G. I. Greeniwood, of Elmer Castle,
No. 52, are energetic, and under them the District is kept in good shape. The
unwritten work was exemplified and encouraging addresses made by the Grand
Officers and a number of Sir Knights of the District. Altogether the condition
of this District is gratifving. .

DisTRICT No. 2.—Meeting held in hall of Ocean Castle, No. 11, Atlantic City,
Monday, February sth, 1894. About seventy Sir Knights were present at this
meeting, the largest representation being, of course, from the two Castles
located in Atlantic City. The unwritten work was exemplified and addresses
made by the Grand Officers and a number of the Sir Knights of the District. G.
M. of R. of Pennsylvania Jay Dee Barnes was also present and made a vigorous
appeal to the brethren in behalf of the Order he has so much at heart. The
meeting was most cordial and eujoyable, and showed that the Sir Knights of
the Second District are not only at work, but alive to the beauties and advan-
tages of our organization. At the conclusion of the meeting a collation was
served by Ocean Temple, No. 11, L. G. E., at which also the Grand Officers
and G. M. of R. of Pennsylvania Barnés made addresses. Altogether ‘the
meeting was a most enjoyable one, and left a very favorable impression on our
minds. There were present G. V. C. Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R.
Senseman, G. S. H. Farley and myself. The unwritten work was exemplified.
D. G. C. Risley, of Ocean Castle, No. 11, and G. I. Fox, of Bayside Castle, No.

6o, are most enthusiastic Sir Knights and very happy selections for the posts

they fill.

DisTRICT No. 3.—Meeting held in the hall of Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5, Salem,
Tuesday, February 2oth, 1893. There being but two Castles in this District,

the attendance was necessarily small, but thirty-five Sir Knights responding to"

the call. We found them enthusiastic in the cause, however. The District
is in a generally healthy condition. After addresses by a number of the
Sir Knights,.all of a most encouraging tone, addresses were made by the
Grand Officers and the secret work exemplified. There were present G. V. C.
Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, and myself. D. G. C. Pier-
pont, ot Puritan Castle, No. 10, and G. L. Parker, of Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5, are
earnest and painstaking, and in their hands the District is well cared for.

y DisTrIcT No. 4.—Meeting held in the hall of Volunteer Castle, No. 30,
Glasshoro, Wednesday, March 14th, 1894. There were present about forty-five
Sir Knights frum Volunteer and Prospect Castles. For some unexplained
reason Lincoln and Clayton Castles were not represented. We had a good,
live meeting, and the brethren of this District seemed awake and enthusiastic.
By request of Volunteer Castle, although contrary to our- intentions when
arranging these District Meetings, the Grand Officers conferred the Second
Degree on two candidates, as well as explained the unwritten work of thé
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three Degrees.. Addresses were made by a number of the Sir Knights of the
District as well as by the Grand Officers: There were present P. G. C. Arnold,
G. V. C. Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, G. S. H. Farley,
and myself.: D. G. C. Parsons, of Cyrene Castle, No. 8, was present and
very kindly assisted us in the degree work. D.G.C. (zoodwin, of Prospect
.Castle, No. 40, is a Very efficient officer, and is deserving of special commen-:

dation for his constant, endeavors to promote the well-being of the Castles in
his District. '

DisTrICT No. 5.—Meeting was held in the hall of Woodbury Castle, No. 15,
Woodbury, Tuesday, March 27th, 18094. There were only about thirty Sir
Knights present, although this District, in respect to members and finances, is
in good condition. The large number of other organizations in this District

seems to have somewhat lessened the attendance at the various Castle sessions,
but we are hopeful that an awakening will soon be at hand. Addresses were
made by a number of the Sir Knights, followed by the Grand Officers, after
which the secret work was exemplified. There were present P. G. C Arnold,
‘G. V. C. Hunter, G. H. P, Trachsel, G. M. of R. Sensemat, G. S. H. Farley,
and myself. D.G. C. Manlove, of Paulsboro Castle, No. 48, and G. L. Haines,
of Greenwich Castle, No. 53, are earnest and painstaking in the discharge of
their guties, and it is not their fault that the District meeting was not better
attended. :

" DistrICT No. 6.—Meeting held in-the hall of Stafford Castle, No. 26, Mana-
hawken, Tuesday, April 1oth. This District is in good shape. There were
present about thirty-five Sir Knights. The night was most disagreeable, rain
and wind making it almost impossible to travel, and in consequence no repre-
sentatives were present from the other Castles in the District. Owing to
pressure of business, I was unable to be at this meeting, but my associate offi-
cers were loud in their praise of the opening and closing ceremonies and the
general deportment of the Sir Knights. The unwritten work was exemplified
and addresses were made by the Grand officers and a number of the Sir Knights.
There were present P. G. C. Arnold, G. H. P. Trachsel, and G. M. of R. Sense- -
man. D. G. C. Steelman, of Stafford Castle, No. 26, and G. I, Mathis, of
Tuckerton Castle, No. 45, areé good men in the, proper places, and to them is.
‘due in large measure the good showing made by Stafford at the District
meeting. ' . : .

DisTrICT No. 7.—Mee_ting held in the hall of White Cross Castle, No. 19,
Camden. Monday, April'23d, 1894. Although this District is the largest in the

jurisdiction, but about sixty Sir Knights were present, but the remarks of

those who did attend showed that they are the leaven that will leaven the .

whole lump in this District, and that in their hands the Castles comprising it
may be safely left. In, poiut of numbers and finances this District is in good
shape, and with the arousing of some of the old-time energy, will speedily take
the prominent place in the State she once held. After addresses by a numl-,
ber of the Sir Kunights.and. Grand Officers the unwritten work was exemplified.
There were present P. G. C. Potter, Grand Organizer; P. G. C. Arnold, G. V. C.
Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G: M. of R. Senseman, and myself. D. G.-C. Par-
sons, of .Cyrene Castle, No. 8, and G. 1. Hanson, of Fidelity Castle, No. 24,
are working early and ’late.for the success of this District, and already consid-
erable fruit has been given as the result of their watchful care, and I have no -
doubt that these Sir Knights will leave records as District officers which-others

will be glad to emulate.

DisTrICcT No. g.—Meeting held at the hall of New Jersey Castle, No. 4, Mt.
Holly, Thursday, May 3, 1894. About thirty Sir Knights were present from New
Jersey and Wrightstown Castles This District is in fairly good shape. After
listening to a number of addresses from the Sir Knights present, including P.
C. Walter A. Barrows. of New Jersey Castle, No. 4, remarks were made by the
Grand Officers and the unwritten work exemplified. We were glad to notice
a healthy feeling in this District, and believe that the slim attendance at the
meeting was not due to indifference on the part of the Sir Knights, but to cir-
cumstances beyond their control. There were present P. G. C. Arnold, G. H.
P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, G. S. H. Farley, G. Trustee Barrows, and
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myself. Although neither D. G. C. Compton, of Plumsted Castle, No. 66, nor
G. 1. Remine, of Wrightstown Castle, No. 35, were present, we believe they
are good officers and the District is being well looked after by them. [

1 - .

DisTRICT No. 9.—Meeting held in the hall of Herald Castle, No. 17, Beverly, .
Thursday, May 17, 1894. About thirty Sir Knights were present. The District
was reported as in good condition. ~Among those present was Grand Chief
Wood; of Pennsylvania, who gave the Sir Knights one of his characteristically
encouraging talks. Addresses were made by a number of the Sir Knights
present and the Grand Officers, and the unwritten work was exemplified,
There were present P, G. C. Potter, Grand Organizer; P. G. C. Arnold, G. H.
‘P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, and myself. - D. G. C. Worrall, of Florence
“Castle, No. 18, and G. I. Birkhead, of Herald Castle, No. 17, are earnest and
active, and to them is due, in large measure, the good condijtion of the District.
They have labored hard to make it a flourishing one. :

DistricT No. 10.—Mecting held in hall of Trenton Castle, No. 7, Trenton,
Tuesday, May 29th, 1894. There were about one hundred and fifty Sir Knights
present, all the Castles of the District being represented. The appearance of
the Sir Knights and their lively interest'showed that this District deserves to
rank as the banner District in respect to activity and enthusiasm. A most -
pleasing incident of this meeting was the presentation of Past Grand Chiefs’
badges and jewels to P. G. C.’s F. Wayland Potter and Joseph Arnold. The
presentation was made by P C. Walter A! Barrows, of No. 4, Grand Trustee,
in his usual happy style, and was most fittingly and feelingly responded to by
the recipients. Addresses were ' made by a number of the Sir Knights of the
District, all breathing the same spirit of energy and love for the Order, and
were followed by remarks from the Grand Officers. Owing to the fact that the
Grand Castle session will be held in this District, the Past Chief’s Degree was
not conferred at this sessicn. Present P. G. C.’s Potter and Arnold, G. V. C.
‘Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, G.S. H. Farley, and
myself. Altogether this meeting was one of the most successful of the series,
and shows that in D. G. C. Ginnelly and Grand Instructors Winner and Witt-
heeft the Order has a trio of most faithful, painstaking officers, and that the
District will be fortunate if it secures the services of equally competent Sir
Knights in the future. :

DisTrIcT No. 11.—Meeting held in the hall of Wall Castle, No. 57, Spring
‘Lake, Tuesday, June 5th, 1804. There were about one hundred present—all
the Castles in the District represented. This District is in good shape and
much enthusiasm was manifested. Addresses were made by a number of Sir
Knights and the Grand Officers. There were present P. G. C. Arnold, G. V. C.
Hunter, G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, G.F.G. Duncan, and my-
self. This District is well looked after by D. G. C. Davison, although we regret
he did not attend the District Meeting. The poor health of G. I. Irons has
prevented his giving that attention to his post that he otherwise would.

DisTrIcT No. 12.—Meeting held in the hall of Sterling Castle, No. 50, South
Amboy, Saturday, June gth, 1804. About fifty Sir Knights present. This Dis-
trict is- composed of Sterling, No. 50, and-New Brunswick, No. 71, and is in fine
shape. About seventeen Sir Knights from New Brunswick were present at this
meeting. - Addresses were made by a number of the Sir Knights, as well as by
1he Grand Officers. In the hands of D. G. C. Williams this District is well be-
stowed, and bids fair, in the near future, to become one of the brightest in the
jurisdiction, and Sir Knight Williams is to be commended as a most conscien-
‘tious and painstaking officer, of whom the Order may well he proud. Present,
G. H. P. Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, and myself. The only loss the Order
has sustained this year is in this District, Halcyon Castle, No. 55, having
surrendered its chatter, reference to which will be found elsewhere.

DisTricT No. 13.—Meeting held in the hall of ‘Annandale Castle, No. 43,
Annandale, Thursday, June 21st, 1894. About seventy-five Sif Knights
present. This District is in fine shape, and the Sir Knights showed, by their
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elegdant and hospitable reception of the Grand Officers, as well as the tasteful
decoration of their Castle .hall and the enthusiasm of the meeting, that the
Order has a warm place in their heartts, and that they are striving to their
utmost to keep their armor bright. Addresses were made by a number of the
Sir Knights and the Grand Officers. Present, G V. C. Hunter, G. H. P.
Trachsel, G. M. of R. Senseman, G. S. H. Farley, and myself. D. G. C.
Haynes is energetic and faithful, and in him the District and' the Order has a
valiant worker and a most courteous and capable official. In all his labors
he is most ably seconded by G. I. Pickell, who is doing what he can to make
the District a credit to the Order at large. .

DisTrICT No. 14.—Meéting held in’ the .hall 6f Columbia Castle, No. 54,
Paterson, Wednesday, June 27th, 1894. About eighty Sir Knights present. Pre-

Vious to the meeting the Sir Knights of the District made a street parade, which -

reflected great credit on the Order, both for numbers and the appearance of
the Sir Knights. This District is in exceedingly good shape and is most ad-
mirably fitted as the present outpost of our Order in the northern part of the
State as a centre from which we believe will spring a large number of new
Castles in the near future. Addresses were made by a number of the Sir
Knights, all breathing the same spirit of hopefulness and love for the Order,
followed by remarks from the Grand Officers. There were present G. H. P.

Trachsel,-G. M. of R. Senseman, G. S. H. Farlev, G. S.-G. Spencer, and my-

self " In D. G. C. Orr this District is particularly fortunate, as he is a young

man full of enthusiasm for our cause and a most active officer. He is ably -

assisted by G. I. Schanck, and a large part of the success of this District is

due to their earnest work and care.

I attended all the District Meetings except the one at- Manahawken, April
1oth, from which I was detained by urgent business, and while the attendance

-was niot as large in all cases as could he desired, still:I am satisfied that much

good has been accomplished by awakening the social and fraternal feelings of
the Sir Knights, and the reports from the several Districts show that the Order
throughout the State is in a good, healthy condition. I believe that our juris-
diction is to-day a united one, laboring for the upholding and advancing of our
banuner throughotit the land. A number of little unpleasantnesses ‘which ex-
isted within some of the Castles at the commencement of my term have been
explained away, and although we have not made large gains in the way of new
Castles or members, still we are holding together, believing that we possess a
membership in one of the finest fraternal-beneficial organizations in the
country.
' DECISIONS.

1. Question from Howard Sutton, P. C. of Califon Castle, No. 32.—Can we
expel a brother'from the Order who refuses 1o pay just debts he owes to his
brother members, and who tries to cheat his fellow members ? .

Answer—See Art. 11, Sec. 5, Par. 1, of Code of Trials. . Your Castle will be
fully justified in proceeding to expel the Sir Knight if he be properly charged,
tried, and convicted, and the evidence warrants expulsion. ‘

2. Question from Mt. Everest Castle, No. 38.—A few of our members who took
tickets for a concert or ball held by our Castle still owe for same. A motion
was made that the amounts be charged against them on the books. Art. VI,

-Sec. 7 of our By-Laws reads as follows : ‘ Any member who shall be in arrears
-for dués, fines or assessments three months, or over one dollar and fifty cents,

shall not be entitled to weekly or funeral benefits for thirteen wecks after such

arrearages -have been paid in full.” Was the Castle right in its action?
Answer—Unless it was decided by vote. of the Castle, before the tickets

were issued, that the price of one or more should be levied as an assessment

-on every member of the Castle, you cannot now charge particular delinquents
- on the books with the amounts they owe. If the brothers refuse to pay their
" just dues you have your remedy by trial.
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" 3. Question from White Cross Castle, No. 19.—What course must a member
of a defunct Castle pursue to gain admission to another ?

Answer.—I1f the Sir Knight was in good standing at the time of the dxssolu-
tion he can apply for and receive from the Grand Master of Records a certifi-
cate which will have all the effect of a withdrawal card ; provided, the books
of the defunct Castle are in the possession of the Grand Castle, and his standing
is shown by them to be good.

4 Question from Annandale Castle, No. 43.—Can a Noble Chief, Master of
Records, and Venerable Hermit occupy the office of Trustee and the above
offices at the same time? -

Answer.—Yes.

5. Question from J. C. Haynes, District Grand Chief Th1rteenth District.

a. Castle No. 43 has an ex-Clerk of Exchequer who some ten months
ago (during his term of office) kept some of the money of the Castle. He
admits taking it, but does not pay it over to the Castle. Castle has noti-
fied him to pay it within sixty days or they will take action’'against him.
Is it necessary to bring charges against him, or can the Castle expel him
without trial ?

b. Have District Grand Chiefs the power to grant dispensations to
confer all deglees at one session?

Answer.

a. You cannot expel a Sir Knight except as provided in Code of Trials,
Art. IV of Subordinate Castle Constitution.

b. I fail to find anything in the law defining the duties of District Grand
Chiefs (see Sec. 3, Art. XIII Grand Castle Constitution, or the commis-
sions issued to such officers) authorizing them to grant dispensations,
although I am aware it has been done, but I think irregularly. The
Grand Chief is the proper officer to grant dispensations. .

6. Question from P. C. A. M. Robinson, of Excelsior Castle, No. 61.—Our
By-Laws fix admission fee of new members at five dollars. We have thus far
admitted new members for our charter fee, three dollars. Will you inform us
if we are doing right, or should our charter have been closed before this?

Answer.—No. You could only initiate for three dollars until your By-Laws
had been adopted and approved by Law Committee. (See report of G. C.
Arnold) proceedings 1893, under head of Decisions, second question under
No. 12.

7. Question from George M. Pierpont, D. G. C. Fifth District.—Have granted
a dlspensatlon to Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5, to change their meeting night from
Friday to Tuesday. Fee enclosed to G. M. of R. ‘Senseman, to whom also the
letter containing the above information was sent.

Answer.—I fail to find anything in the law defining the duties of District
Grand Chiefs, or in their commissions, which authorizes them to grant dispen-
sations. The Grand Chief is the only one empowered to grant dispensations,
unless he, for good reasons, delegates the authority to some one else.

8. Question from Grand Instructor Alfred E. Winner, of Franklin Castle,
No. 33. Please inform me the proper way to vote for a candidate, Also the
‘correct way for the Noble Chief and Vice-Chief to ballot for a candidate.

Answer.—The Noble Chief and Vice-Chief vote in the same way and man-
ner as do the other members of the Castle, only remaining in their places,
while the others vote in the ballot-box after it is placed in position. The man-
ner of voting is the same way as has always been described in the First Degree.

9. [Stricken out.]

10. Question from L. W. Cramer, M. of R. Silver Star Castle, No. 27.—By order
of the Castle I am requested to ask for a dispensation to suspend payment of
sick benefits for six months, and also to open the charter for six months to ini-
tiate and confer the degrees, our treasury being exhausted by the drains upon it.

Answer.—The Supreme Castle at its annual session in 1886 decided that a
Grand Chief or District Grand Chief had no authority to set aside a by-law
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other than those enumerated .in the Constitution of the Grand Castle (seevprb-
ceedings 1888, p. 160, Decision 17). - Therefore I cannot grant you the dispen-
sations asked for. 1 would suggest you amend your By-Laws to cover the
.case, .

; ~ 11. Question from Columbia Castle, No. 54.—Can a charter member receive
benefits for a sickness to which- he was subject prior to the institution of the
Castle? :

inswer—If the brother concealed the fact that he was suffering from chronic
disease when he joined the Castle,.and he is now laboring under the same dis-
ease he had when he. joined the Castle, under your Section 10 of By-Laws he
. is not entitled to benefits. o
- 12. Question from Franklin Castle, No. 33.—Is it necessary to obligate a

' member for reinstatement who was suspended for non-payment of dues, and if
i‘. . so what obligation is he to take—the First or the Third Degree ?

!

f

Answer—I know of no law that either requires or allows such a thing. The
fact of the Castle voting affirmatively to reinstate a member does so without
any further ceremony. I beg to refer you to Sec. 1, Art. VII, Constitution for
Subordinate Castles.

13. Question from Prospect Castle, No. 40.—Can our District Grand Chief
. grant the Castle a dispensation to elect and initiate on the same evening? The
| candidate was elected and initiated. - . ’
‘ Ansiver.—I fail to find anything in the law which authorizes District Grand
\

! Chiefs.to grant dispensations, and_have so decided in several other cases
j brought to my attention. I know it has been done, but in this case custom
’ does not make law. However, as the candidate has been initiated, and the
District Grand Chief doubtless acted from what he thought his duty, I will not

therefore declare the initiation irregular and void.

: . 14. Question from Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5.—Can a brother who is sick and

| ~ “drawing -benefits and becoming -more than thirteen weeks in arrears be de-
“prived of his benefits during the remainder of his sickness?

' Answer—It is the-duty of the Castle to prevent his falling into arrears by de-

ducting from the amount of his benefits sufficient to pay his dues. I think this

‘( . should bé done on quarter night, but if he would fall behind before that, then
) before he would be thirteen weeks in arrears. .

‘ 15. Question from T. F. Brower, P. C. Forked River Castle, No. 49.—Who
' should announce the ‘“receipts of the evening,” in the  Order of Business’’—
the Master of Records or Clerk of Exchequer?

Answer—The Clerk of Exchequer should announce the receipts of the
evening. He is the financial secretary, not the Master of Records.

16. Question from P. C. J. V. D. Hoffman, Silver Cross Castle, No. 63.—On
November 15th, 1893, I sent a written application to above Castle for my with-
.drawal card. 1 was in good standing at the time. On December 8th, 1893, I
received a notice that a charge had been preferred against me. Now I want
to know whether a Castle can prefer charges against a member after he makes
application for his card. .

Answer—Yes.

17. Question from Herald Castle, No. 17.—Bro. — — , of this Castle,
having been elected to the post of Keeper of Exchequer June 2oth, 1889, to fill
an unexpired term, and having thus served five terms consecutively in that

. post is therefore entitled to the Past Chief’s Certificate, is he not?

Answer.—1 am of opinion that a Sir Knight who serves as Keeper of Ex-
chequer for five consecutive years is entitled to a Past Chief’s certificate at the
end of that time, whether five years have elapsed from the adoption of the
amendment or not, as I think that was the intent and object of the amendment
when adopted by the Grand Castle, and it is the equitable view to take of it.

18. Question from Corinthian Castle, No. 47—Asking for a dispensation to
suspend part of Article III of their By-Laws and to make them read as per an
enclosed amendment. Request addressed to D. G. C. Davison, Eleventh
District, and by him referred to me. .
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Answer.—It has been repeatedly decided that no dispensation can be granted
to suspend a by-law. If the Castle desire to have Article III changed it must
be in the way and manner prescribed by their By-Laws.

19. A.Que:tion‘ from D. G. C. Davison, Eleventh District.—Is a dispensation,
necessary to hold a public installation ?
Answer.—No.

20. Question from G. P. Manlove, D. G. C. Fifth District.—Can we charge
for a withdrawal card, and if so, how much? . ‘
Answer.—It must be determined by the By-Laws.

21. Question from J. M. Bacon, M. of R.; on behalf of Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5.
—At session of January 23d, 1894, a statement was made of the impoverished
state of the exchequer from the frequent and long-continued calls upon it for
sick benefits, and upon motion the Castle, by an almost unanimous vote, de-
cided to suspend the payment of benefits until January-1st, 1895. Said motion
was adopted with the understanding that should any brother or his family be
in distress, the Castle would fly to his aid. .We have one sick brother who has
nothing but his benefits to depend upon, and the above action was taken with

the distinct understanding that he would be granted a donation of five dollars -

each week during his sickness. We have two other brothers sick at this time,
one of whom has drawn over nine hundred dollars from our funds, and they are
both satisfied with the arrangements. We have one other. brother who is not
satisfied, and who says he shall demand his benefits. Are we justified in sus-
pending the payment of benefits for the period mentioned, after notice was
given and seemed to be entirely satisfactory, or are we compelled, on demand,
to pay the benefits?

Answer.—The passage of the resolution to suspend benefits was all out of
order and illegal. Such an arrangement is an amendment to the By-Laws,
and could only be done in the manner laid down in your By-Laws. As has
been repeatedly decided by Grand Chiefs and confirmed by tl}lle Grand Castle,
and also by decision of the Supreme Castle, a Grand Chief has no poweér to
grant a dispensation to suspend a by-law, and if a Grand Chief cannot do it,
certainly a subordinate Castle cannot. Further, if a brother who is sick and
in charge of a Castle refuses to accept a reduction of benefits, or a total depri-
vation of them, you cannot compel him.

22, [Stricken out.]

23. Question from Bayside Castle, No. 60.—Is there any way to give a brother
the Knight’s and Crusader’s Degree, he having taken the Pilgrim’s Degree
May 24, 1892. He was at that time quite deaf and the Castle had quite a time
making him hear when that Degree was conferred. He has since become
much worse. He was willing at that time not to try to take the others, as he
could then visit the Castle, but since the ritual has been changed, doing the
business in -the Crusader’s Degree, he is very much dissatisfied, and would.
like to take the others if possible. Is there any way in which the above can
be complied with? .

Answer.—Unless you have a by-law limiting the time in which a brother can
apply for and receive the higher degrees, you have a perfect right to confer them
upon him, but think the admission into your Castle of a man as deaf as he ap-
pears to be was all wrong. If you can succeed in imparting the secret work
%10' this-brother I see no objection to your conferring the other degrees upon

im. - .

24. Question from J. C. Risley, D. G. C. Second District.

@. What is the meaning of Section 3 in Constitution? Does it mean
* two-thirds of all members present ? : : .
b. In the case of voting to admit a Sir Knight by card could it be by
yeas and nays? - T
Answeér. .
a. A two-thirds vote means two-thirds of those voting.
5. The voting must be ball ballot, not by yeas and nays.
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. 25. Question from’ J. H. Harvey, Columbia Castle, No. 54.—A . membet of
Goiden Cross Castle,-No. 67, who, another member of that Castle informed: us,
had been refused the semi-annual password by his Castle, visited our Castle
and gave the password correctly to the Sir Herald, whereupon the Noble Chief’
decided the brother entitled to remain. Is such action correct? - :

‘Answer.—Unless you receive official notice from Golden Cross Castle that
the Sir Knight is not entitled to the password, you have no alternative but to
admit him if he gives it correctly. The possession of the password is prima
facie evidence that the holder is entitled to it. It is a matter for his own Castle
to deal with him in reference to. '

26. Question from Bridgeton Castle, No. 13.—An applicant for rﬁembership

. was rejected by our Castle, and' the Castle, thinking an injustice had been

done, appointed another committee of investigation, who reported favorably,
and another ballot was taken and the applicant again rejected. Was such
action legal? _ o )
Answer.—Sec. 2 of Art. III of Constitution says: ‘. . . A person rejected
cannot rénew his application to atiy Castle until six mionthis have expired,”’ etc.
Therefore the Castle had no'right to refer the matter to another committee and

again act on it until the statutory time had expired.

27. Quéstion from Columbia Castle, No. 54.—When do death assessments
‘become due and payable—at the ond of the term (six months) or at the end of -
the year (twelve months)? o o
Answer—In the absence of any By-Law to the contrary, they are due and
payable at the end of the quarter. I presiimie your question had reference to
death assessments in your Castle, nct to the "Death Benefit Fund. In that
Fund the law is (see Art. IV, Sec. 3) that when any assessment or quarterly
dues remain uhpaid over thirty days the member becomes non-beneficial until ’
the next assessment is payable, when he may pay it and all-other assessments-
in‘default, -etc. ' : Lo . ’ o

28. [Stricken out.]

. 39: Question from P. C. Browt, M. of R. Wall Castle, No. 57.—At our session
‘of March 7tH, i8q4, our Castle by unahimous vote requested me to ask the privi-
lege of erasing the name of Brother- . tom our charter, he having
been expelled from-out Castle for conduct unbecoming a member?
Answer—1 have no authority to allow you to do anything of the kind. His,
expulsion and the acts that led up to it have nothing to do with the granting
.of the charter..: That is a part of the records of the Grand Castle which. cannot
be affected or changed. . His actions now ‘do not affect the records of the past.

1
\

_3'0: Que_slion from T. C. Schanck, Grand Instructor Fourteentﬁ District.—
If a member is, in good standing has the Sitting Past Chief the right to refuse
‘him the password? v . E . .

Answer.—1f _‘_tlhe"Sl'itting_ Past Chief informs himself in the Castle session

" officially that thé member is in good standing, he is r’{equired to give the
\‘m,ember_the password in the Castle session or during the interval. '

31. Question from Jesse Orts, Califon Castle, No. 32. :
" @. Can a brother who was elected as Sir Herald and served for three
months be elected Vice-Chief when there are Past Chiefs ? .
b. Can a nomination and election take place on the same night?
Answer. ) .
a. Yes. . R L )
b. It can, to fill vacancies. See Art. 111, Constitution for Subordinate
Castles. . - S .

- 32. Question from Califon Castle, No. 32.—Our Vice-Chief has left this vicinity
and we are therefore obliged to-elect a Vice-Chief to fill the vacancy. ‘Is the
Sir Herald entitled to the post before he serves his term as Sir Herald, or will -
we have to elect a Past Chief? . ) C

Answer—Any Sir Knight of the Crusader’s Degree is eligible to the post of
Vice-Chief. ' o A o
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33. Question from Ivanhoe Castle, No. 5 —When does an amendment to.-the
By-Laws go_into effect—when it passes in the Castle, or when it is approved
by the Cominittee on Law ? : i’

Answer.—When approved by the 'Committee on Law, not from the date of

its adoption by the Castle. .
‘34: [Stricken out.]

35. Question from W. Lake Borden, N. C.'Golden Cross Castle, No. 67.—Our
Castlé has. not enough menibers in good standing to fill the offices. - Can I,
under the circumstances, give the officers elect the semi-annual password and
have them installed? They are active, working members, but hard times have
affected them, and they will come out all right in time. : C

‘Answer—In order to make them legally officers elect there must have been
a quorum present legally qualified to elect them, and if that was the case the
District Grand Chief is certainly required to instal ‘as many as you have elected
and then either ‘come again to instal the balance or deputize a Past Chief to do
so. - All your members in good standing, whether officers or not, are entitled to
the password. So long as seven members desire to do so they can carry on'the
Castle, and retain their ‘membership therein, with all its rights and privileges.
But if, however, less than seven elected the officers—that is, that a quorum was

" not present to do business—they were not legally elected, and the old officers

must hold over until such time as a legal election can be had.

- 36; [Strickenout.] = . o

47. Question-from E. H. Ginnelly, D. G. C, Tenth District.—Should all bal-
loting for candidates be in the. Third Degree, and if 'so, should he be balloted
for in each degree? S .

- Answer.—All, balloting for candidates must be done in the Third Degree,
and a candidate should be balloted for in each degree. S i o

38. Question from A. E. Johnson, for Windsor Castle, No, 59, addressed to
G. M. Davison, D. G..C. Eleventh District, and by him referred to me.—Have
we or can we get authority to initiate members over fifty years of age?

Answer—Unless the By-Laws of a Castle limit thé age of applicants they
can initiate them at any age over 18. .

39. Question from Jed DuBois, N. C. Elmer Castle, No. 52.—At our last
session we elected -a Trustee and Venerable Hermit to fill unexpired terms.
When we came to vote for them the right of a number of the Sir Knights to
vote was challenged on'the ground that they were three months in arrears.
Our 'By-Laws say : ¢ That no member be permitted to speak or vote on any
question, or at an election, nor be eligible to any office, or to appointment on
any committee, nor be entitled to ‘the password, who is_in arrears for three
rr.lolrjltl?ls.”' I therefore declared all such brothers not entitled to vote. Was I
right ?, . . : .
>Answer.—You were undoubtedly acting up to the spirit and intent of :;your
obligations, and administering the law as you found it. : .

40. Question from Cumberland Castle, No. 65.—Have we the right to take in
an honorary member? ‘ )

Answer—No. Our law makes no provision for such membership (see min-
utes of Grand Castle, session of “1892, page, 374, answer 38 of decisions.’

4L [Stricken out.] )
42. Question from Corinthian Castle, No. 47. -~ '
. a. Can an application for admission to this Castle be

received if the
applicant has his left hand off at the wrist? . L A .

b.—How much time must elapse before a SirKnight can be charged on
the books with an’ assessment for the death of the wife of a Sir Knight ;
and if the neglect to pay the assessment put

arrears, is he entitled to sick benefits and the password ? .

-

s him over three months.in *
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Answer. - . : - L
a. G. C. Potter ruled that a man who had but one leg was eligible

to membership, provided he was able to support himself and family. -

(See Proceedings 1892, Decision No: 24, page 373.) I would therefore
decide an applicant with the left hand off at the wrist eligible with the
same proviso as in the case in which G. C. Potter decided. .

b. In the absence of a by-law governing the case, the assessment would

be due and payable at the next quarter night, and that if not paid then

- and the entiré indebtedness for dues, etc., puts the Sir Knight over three
months in arrears, he is not entitled to sick benefits or the password.

43. Quéstion from Trenton Castle, No. 7.—Your opinion is asked as to the

legality of following resolution, our initiation fee at present time being $5.00:

! Resolved, That on all applications received from persons under the age of thirty'years,
received before November 1st, the sum of two dollars shall be remitted.”

Answer—Such resolution is illegal. It can only be done by amending your’

By-Laws. :

_ 44. Question from Leod Castle, No. 20.—If a brother is duly elected Noble
‘Chief and. he only serves six meeting nights out of twenty-six of his term, and
then his name is carried on the roll-book as a Past Chief and he has not filled
the chair a single time, nor has he ever been present to be installed as Past
Chief. Is he entitled to a Past Chief’s certificate.
Answer—Iif a brother is elected and installed as Noble Chief and serves the
_term out he becomes a Past Chief by that very fact. His presence at the Castle
Sessions is not necesatry, -if the Castle overlooks the absence and appoints
-others to serve temporarily in his post, and he is therefore entitled to all the
honors of the post.

45. Question from Bridgeton Castle, No. 13. .

a. After a Sir Knight owes $6.10, or one yeat’s dues, does he become

-~suspended until the Noble Chief so states it from the chair?

6. And if a-Sir Knight owes $7.60 for dues, and the Clerk of Exchequer
does not read his name in Castle, can he pay the §7.60 and become a Sir
Knight in good standing?

Answer. . .

2. No. His name must be brought up for action, after having given
him due notice, whereupon the Noble Chief shall declare him suspended,
provided the Castle does not direct otherwise. . .-

b Unless his name is regularly brought before the Castle for suspen-
sion.he will become in good standing, as far as not being liable to sus-
pension is concerned,-as soon as he pays the money. Of course, your
By-Laws say how long a time he must wait after paying up all arrear-
ages before he can become beneficial. For the reason I gave in my first
answer, the fact of not reading his name would prevent your suspending
him, even if he did not pay up. '

" 46. Question from Mt. Everest Castle, No. 38.—When a candidate for initia-
tion has been declared rejected by the Noble Chief, and the brothers who cast
the black balls state that they did it because he was a foreigner and they did
' hot think he could understand the obligations, can the ballot be reconsidered ?
Answer—When a ballot has been taken on a candidate for initiation and the
result declared by the Noble Chief, no reconsideration can be had. The way
to do will be to have your candidate renew his application as soon as your laws
will permit. ' s

47. Question from Star of Bethlehem Castle, No. 68.—Is the retiring Noble
Chief entitled to a Past Chief’s certificate as soon as he becomes Sitting Past

» Chief?
Answer.—Yes.

; 48. Question from E. H. Ginnelly, D. G. C. Tenth District.—To the enclosed
- question I replied as follows: ‘ When a recess is taken by a Castle upon the
déclaration of the Noble Chief ‘ That [ declare-a recess until the sound of the
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-gavel at my post,’ the Castle gates should be guarded by the proper officers. -

But when an adjournment is made for a specified length of time, the Guards-
men are relieved from duty during such period.”” Was such decision right?
Answer.—Yes. '

. 49. Question from New Brunswick Castle, No. 71.—If a brother was elected
in our Castle, but not having the degrees conferred upon him, moves out of
town, can another Castle confer them, and-he be claimed by us as a member of
our Castle? .

Answer.—Yes, upon the request of your Castle to that Castle, under seal.
(See Proceedings 1892, page 311, No. 13 of Decisions of G. C. Potter.)

50. Question from James H. Harvey, Past Chief of Columbia Castle, No. 54.
—In January last a Noble Chief and Vice-Chief were installed, and in August
the Vice-Chief was installed as Sitting Past Chief, the Noble Chief, after serving
three or four months, having resigned, and the Vice-Chief elected Noble Chief.
Is this legal (see Sec. 3, Art. I, Grand Castle Constitution and Sec. 6, Art. VII,
Extract from Constitution of Supreme Castle) ?

Answer.—In the Proceedings of the Grand Castle of New Jersey, Session of
1892, I find the following in the report of Grand Chief Potter: ‘‘ Question from
Florence Castle, No 18—Our Vice-Chief has resigned and we have elected the
Sir Herald to fill vacancy. Is he entitled to full honors? Answer—Yes.” (See
Proceedings 1892, page 311, No. 10, of Decisions.) Sec. 5, Article VII, Consti-
tution for Subordinate Castles reads as follows : ‘ To qualify a member for the
post of Noble Chief he shall have been elected and installed into the post of
Vice-Chief, or if there be no member other than a Past Chief so circumstanced,
then he shall have been elected to and served in the post of Sir Herald ; Pro-
vided, this rule shall not refer to new Castles at the expiration of the first six
months.”” I think a Noble Chief is fully entitled to the honors and certificate
of Past Chief if he has been elected to and served the balance of an unexpired
term to fill a vacancy caused by death, resignation, or disability of the officer
regularly elected, and under the decision of Grand Chief Potter quoted above
I do not see how the action of the Castle in electing the Vice-Chief to the post
of Noble Chief can be set aside. '

51. Question from T. C. Schanck, Grand Instructor Fourteenth District.

a Can a brother who is in arrears for dues resign from the Castle?
6. Can a brother who has been suspended for non-payment of dues be-
come a member of another Castle before he pays up in the one in which
he is in arrears? K
c. If a brother can resign when he is‘in arrears, can he become a mem-
P ber of another Castle without paying up in the old Castle?
nswer. . .

a. No.

b. Sec. 2, Art, VII, Constitution for Subordiuate Castles reads as fol-
lows : *‘ A member suspended for non-payment of dues, but otherwise in
good standing, may receive a dismissal certificate upon the payment of
one dollar; Provided, the Castle of which he is a member see fit to grant
the same.” I should therefore answer ‘‘ Yes’’ to question &, if the Castle
to which he presents his dismissal certificate sees fit to receive him.

¢. As I answer ““No”’ to question a, it necessarily follows that the an-
swer to question ¢must also be ‘‘No’’ to the question as it stands, but a
brother who holds a withdrawal card or dismissal certificate lawfully
may apply and gain membership in any other Castle, provided two-thirds
of the members present vote to admit him (see No. 12, Subordinate Cas-
tle, Extract from Constitution of Supreme Castle.) . Therefore I should
say ‘“Yes” if he secures a dismissal certificate from his old Castle.

52. Question from George A. Mott, Tuckerton Castle, No. 45.—Has a Castle
the power or right to entertain a motion to instruct the Relief Committee to
procure a certificate from a sick member?

Answer.—Yes, the Castle has the right to give such instructions to the Relief
Committee as it deems necessary to fully satisfy itself about any .case of sick-
ness among its members. The Rélief Committee are the representatives of the
Castle, and as such not only bound to perform their duties as the By-Laws pre
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séribe, but to obey such instructions as the Castle may see fit to give them in
relation thereto. .

53. Question from Columbia Castle, No. 54.—Is there anything in the Supreme
or Grand Castle Constitution which would prevent us from adopting a by-law
making a member who is admitted by card beneficial in six months?

Aysiwer—No. Castles have full control over their dues and benefits (see No.
24, Extracts from Constitution of Supreme Castles; Art. XVII, Grand Castle

Constitution, and Sec. 1, Art. IV, Constitution for Subordinate Castles).

DISPENSATIONS GRANTED.

October 11th, 1893. To Elmer Castle, No. 52, to change their place of meet-
ing to Worth’s Hall. No fee.

" October zoth, 1893. To Washington Temple, No. 2, L. G. E. to change place
of meeting from northeast corner Second and Federal Streets, Camden, to
northwest corner Third and Federal Streets, Camden. Fee, 25 cents.

November 26th, 1893. To Annandale Castle, No. 43, to dispense with meeting
on Thursday, November 3otl1, and hold one instead on Friday, December 1st,
that the Castle might attend the anniversary of Califon Castle, No. 32, on the
3oth inst. Fee, 25 cents. '

December 11th, 1893. To Ceeur de Lion Castle, No. 36, to hold election on
December 28th, instead of December 25th, and its installation on January 8th
instead of January 1st. No fee. :

December 11th, 1893. To Corinthian Castle, No. 47, to nominate and elect
officers on December 18th, and to ‘dispense with meetings on December 25th
and January 1st. No fee, :

Deécember 12th, 1893, To Puritan Castle, No. 10, to meet on Tuesday even-
ing, December 26th, instead of Monday, December 25th. Fee, 25 cents.

December zoth, 1893. To Elmer Castle, No. 52, to hold session on Thursday,
December 28th, instéad of Christmas Eve. No fee.

December 21st, 1893. To Marlton Castle, No. 16, to hold installation on Jan-
uary oth, 1894, instead of regular night for same. No fee. :

December 27th, 1893. To Lafayette Castle, No. 41, to remove from their then
meeting place to Wildey Hall, Fifth and Pine Streets, Camden, and to change
time of meeting from Tuesday of each week to Saturday of each week; pro-
vided, they at once adopt an amendment to their By-Laws to cover the ground,
it being understood that this dispensation is only to act as a temporary matter
to enable them to secure the hall.

January 1gth, 1894. To Cross and Crown Castle,, No. 25, to change their
nights of meeting from Thursday to Monday in the same hall, it being under-
stood that this is for temporary purposes only and that they adopt a by-law at
once covering the ground. Fee, 25 cents.

January 24th, 1894. To Monarch Castle, No. g, to confer the three degrees
on a candidate on the same evening. Fee $2.00.” Paid to G. M. of R.

February oth, 1894. To Windsor Castle, No. 59, to use their swords at a
public entertainment on Tuesday, February zoth, 1894. No fee.

February 13th, 1894. To Cross and Crown Castle, No. 25, to dispense with
meeting on Monday, February 1oth, that they might celebrate their anniver-
sary on that evening. Fee, 25 cents.

February 2oth, 1894. To Pheenix Castle, No. 70, to move to Jackson’s Hall,
Fourth and Federal Streets, Camden, but to continue to meet on Monday
evenings.. No fee.

March 20th, 1894. To Monarch Castle, No. g, to change their place of meet-
ing from Fourth and Federal Streets, Camden, to Morgan’s Hall, Fourth and
Market Streets, Camden. Fee, 25 cents. Paid to G. M. of R.

April 24th, 1894 To Star of Liberty Castle, No. 58, to change their place of
meeting from Pompton Lakes to Pompton Plains until completion of their hall,
which is expected to be by September 1st, and to hold their Castle sessions
on the first, second, and fourth Tuesdays of each month up to that date, such
change being made necessary in consequence of their being burned out, as
detailed ‘elsewhere. No fee. )

April 26th, 1894. To Wall Castle, No. 57, to wear Third Degree badges and
attend divine service on Sunday, April 2g9th. No fee. .
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May 11th, 1894. To Mt. Everest Castle, No. 38, to allow them to confer the
three degrees at one session on three candidates of Star of Liberty Castle, No.
58, thHat Castle having lost their paraphernalia by fire. No fee.

May 17th, 1894. To Silver Cross Castle, No. 63, to hold their meetings on the
first and third Tuesdays of each month from the first of July, 1894, to the first
of November, 1894. No fee. .

May 21st, 1894. To Monarch Castle, No. g, to dispense with session on May
26th, in order to hold an entertainment on that date. No fee.

May 24th, 1894. To New Brunswick Castle, No. 71, to confer the second and
Third Degrees on the third Tuesday in Tune next, that they might devote the
second Tuesday evening to an entertainment. No fee.

June 21st, 1894. To Bayside Temple, No. 7, L. G. E., to change night of
meeting from Wednesday to Monday. Granted, as Temple as yet had not
adopted By-Laws fixing definitely night of meeting. No fee.

June 27th, 1894. To Washington Temple, No. 2, L. G. E,, to dispense with
meeting on July 4th. No fee.

August 11th, 1894. To Elmer Castle, No. 52, to change place of meeting from
Worth’s Hall to Odd Fellow’s Hall. No fee. :

September oth, 1894. To Star of Liberty Castle, No. 58, to confer the First
and Second Degrees on September 18th and the Third Degree the week fol-
lowing, as their new paraphernalia would not be ready until the 18th. No fee.

DISPENSATIONS REFUSED.

October sth, 1893. To Cyrene Castle, No. 8, to suspend Art. IV, Sec. 1, of
its By-Laws. Refused for the reason that the Grand Chief has no authority to
suspend a by-law except in the cases enumerated in Art. I, Sec. 1, Counstitu-
tion of Grand Castle. Such a change can only be made by amending the By-
Laws 1(:1‘1 the manner provided therein, and the Castle was instructed to so
proceed.

March 13th, 1894. To Millville Castle, No. 2, to open the charter for six
months, so as to initiate for three dollars. Refused for the reason that the
Grand Chief has no power to grant a dispensation for such purpose. It can
only be done by amending the By-Laws.

March 18th, 1894. To Elmer Castle, No. 52, to change night of meeting from
Monday to Tuesday evenings. Refused for the reason that such change can
only be made by amending the By-Laws.

March 29th, 18g4. To Monarch Castle, No. g, to change night of meeting
from Wednesday to Saturday. Refused for the reason that an amendment to
the By-Laws is necessary to make such a change legal. In order, however, that
the Castle might not be embarrassed, I allowed such a change temporarily: to
secure hall, etc.; provided By-Laws are introduced to cover the change and
passed as soon as possible.

April 6th, 1894. To Leod Castle, No. 20, to suspend Art. II, Sec. 1, of By-
Laws for six months, and reducing initiation fee to three dollars, five dollars,
and seven dollars. Refused for the reason that such change can only be made
by amending By-Laws. :

May 27th, 1894. To Califon Castle, No. 32, to reinstate suspended members
for the space of six months for one dollar each. Refused because it is prohib-
ited by Art. VII, Sec. 1 of Constitution for Subordinate Castles.

June 1st, 1894. To Libert Temfple, No. 6, L. G. E., to change night of meeting
from first and third ’I‘uesc%,ays of each month to Friday evening of each week.
Refused for the reason that such change can only be made by amending the
By-Laws, which they were advised to do at once.

APPEALS.

On October 4th, 1894, I forwarded to the Supreme Castle Committee on Ap-
peals, through G. M. of R. Senseman, the papers in the case of Peter Earl zs.
Victory Castle, No. 42, Sir Knight Earl having appealed from the action of the
Grand Castle in this case.

On December 8th, 1893, I forwarded to the Grand Castle Committee on Ap-
peals the papers in the case of William E. Seal »s. Annandale Castle, No. 43.
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On November 13th, 1893, I received the appeal of Charles McCullough from
the action of Eyrié Castle, No. 69, in expelling him from membership, but be- -
cause of the neglect of appellant to file notice of appeal with Eyrie Castle within
legal time I refused toientertain same. | ’

January r4th, 1894, I forwarded to the Grand Castle Committee on Appeals
the papers in the case of George S. Hoffman zs. Califon Castle, No. 32. .

WAIVER OF JURISDICTION. ‘

September 25th, 1893. Permission granted Crusader’s Castle, No. 5, of Phila-
delphia. to receive the application of Mr. D. V. Stafford of Ashland, Camden
County, New Jersey, the request for waiver having been made by Grand Chief
Harris of Pennsylvania, per G. M. of R. Barnes. : \

November 23, 1893. Permission granted No. 196, of Pennsylvania, to receive
the application of Mr. H. R. Stockton, of Lambertville, N. J., request for same
having been made by Grand Chief Harris, of Pennsylvania, per G. M. of R.-
Barnes. Cope [ . .

January 14th, 1894. Permission granted No. 14, of Pennsylvania, to receive

.:the application of Mr. William Green, of Birch Street, Camden, N. J., request
for same having been made by Grand Chief Harris, of Pennsylvania, per G
M. of R. Barnes. ' . . S

CASTLE AFFAIRS.

On New Year’s Day, 1894, Passaic Castle, No. 64, met with a severe loss, a
fire consuming their Castle hall and all its contents, with the exception of the
minute book and some of the rituals. No insurance. The Castle, however, "
secured a new hall, installed its officers, and is, I believe, rapidly recovering
from its loss. . S . .

On February toth, 1894, Star of Liberty Castle, No. 58, was burned out,
everything .except the record book being destroyed, -As the Castle was fully
insured they determined to go ahead at once to recover from their loss, and

_ there being no other hall in the place, I 'advised them to hold their meetings in
secure places in one another’s homes, transacting only the most necessary
business, in order to hold their organization together, until such time as an-
other hall could be built. I believe a new hall has been built, and is now or

" soon will be occupied by them.

These two Castles have set an example of courage and fortitude which the
entire jurisdiction would do well to imitate. Although both meeting with such
sudden and unexpected losses, in the case of Passaic Castle particularly severe
because of there being no insurance, they have never faltered, but have resolved
to go forward -and recover as soon as possible from their set-back, and I believe
that the spirit which actuated them in their resolve will make them stronger
than ever before, and that the membership of these two Castles, will, after
their “ baptism of fire,” become more firmly knitted together than ever.

I have paid a number of visits to individual Castles for the purpose of par-
ticipating in anniversary celebrations, étc., or to enlighten them in the work of
the several degrees, and have invariably found that, except for the natural
dullness consequent upon the times, they were in good spirits, and even those
Castles where a Grand officer had not been seen for some time were anxious to
become perfect in the work, and were making accessions to their membership.

TEMPLE AFFAIRS.

In November, 1893, my attention was called to some difficulties which. had
arisen in Camden Temple, No. 4, L. G. E., culminating in the preferring of
charges and counter-charges against some of the members. Thé matter not
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being conducted in what the accuser believed to be a legal way, I 'was appealed
to for relief. I wrote to Supreme Chief Mitchell, under date of November 17th,
1893, inquiring whether or not I had jurisdiction in matters of appeal coming
from a Temple, and being informed that I had, I paid a visit to Camden
Temple, and after considerable difficulty ascertained that the trial had not
been properly conducted, and that the laws of the Order were being very
loosely followed..” In consequence of. this state of things, I declared all pro-
‘ceedings in connection with the trial null and void, and directed the Temple
to reconsider -its previous action (throwing out the charges, etc.), and to
receive and try same if their gravity warranted it. A re-trial, under strictly
legal forms, was had, and the defendant acquitted by the Temple, whereupon
the accuser and one or more sympathizers applied for and received their
withdrawal cards, since which time, I am informed, the Temple is moving
along very harmoniously so far as these particular cases are concerned. Iam
rejoiced at this happy termination of the trouble, because it had commenced
during the time of my predecessor, and bid fair to last much longer than- it
did. A number of other troubles, growing out of the first disturbance, have
since occurred, but I think they will all be amicably adjusted, and the Temple
‘once again act and move in the way in which it should to be successful.

In view of the contrary and restrictive laws governing the Temples, which
now prevent the Grand Chief froim visiting them, and thereby informing him-
self fully from time to time of their operations, I would suggest that this Grand
-Castle instruct its Representative to the Supreme Castle to endeavor to have
passed such modifications of the law as will give the Grand Chief the same
authority over and right of visiting the Temples as he now has over the Castles,
or else that all control over or-responsibility for the Temples be taken daway
from the Grand Castle, and exercised by the Supreme Castle in jurisdictions
where no Grand Temples exist.

NEW CASTLE.

I regret that the universal business depression which has existed throughout
my .entire term has prevented us from making such additions to our-numbers
as we could have wished, but it is with great pleasure that I announce that
New Brunswick Castle, No. 71, was.instituted at New Brunswick on Feb.
ruary 27th, 1894, starting with 41 charter members. The personnel of this
Castle is excellent, and they will, I believe, be heard.from in the near future
as'one of ‘the most prosperous Castles in the jurisdiction.- -It was placed in
the Twelfth District. I was assisted in ‘the institution by P. G. C. Potter
Grand Organizer, G. M. of R. Senseman, P. C. Thomas A. Warren, of No.
3, and a number of Past Chiefs from Sterling Castle, No. 50, which Castle is
manifesting a strong interest in their neighbor, sending quite a-large dele-
gation to attend-the institution ceremonies. After a number of most encout-
aging ‘addresses’ from visitors and members of the new Castle, we were con-
ducted to the hotel, where a very bountiful repast had. been prepared by our
newly-made Sir Knights." Altogether the occasion was a most delightful one,

and the strong fraternal spirit displayed by our New Brunswick brethren’

proyes that they have at heart the true knowledge of the principles of Fidelity,
Valor and Honor. A visit to them on July 3d, 1894, for the purpose of confer-
ring the Past Chief’s Degree, revealed the fact that they had increased to 79
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‘'members, with numbers of applications coming in, and altogether the Ordef
can congratulate itself that if we have organized but one Castle during this

year, that one is a credit to our Order. .1 would recommend that a charter be
granted No. 71, and that I be permitted to sign the same.
. : NEW TEMPLE.

On the evening of May 23d; 1894, I, in company with G. H. P. Trachsel
and G: M. of R. Senseman, instituted Bayside Temple, No. 7, at Somers’
Point. This Témple started with 23 members, and will, I doubt.not, in
the near future, prove a worthy rival to its sisters in the jurisdiction. At
the close of the institution ceremonies, and after addresses from a number of
the ladies and the Grand Officers, we were escorted to the hotel, where the
wants of the inner man were most bountifully supplied in that hospitable way
which the ladies know so well how to extend. We believe Bayside Temple,
No. 7, will give a good account of itself in the future. I would recommend
that a charter be granted No. 7, and that I be permitted to sign the same.

DEFUNCT CASTLE.

I regret to inform you that Halcyon Castle, No. 55, has surrendered her
charter. The active efforts made by the residents of Perth Amboy to secure
all the available material for other organizations, and the apathy of the mem-
bers of Halcyon Castle, coupled with the fact that some of her most zealous
members were compelled by their business to remain away from home for long
periods of time, combined to bring about this result. Upon receipt of the in-
formation of the dissolution of the Castle, I requested District Grand Chief
Williams, of the Twelfth District, in which Halcyon Castle was located, to
arrange for covering.the property into the GrandCastle, and I arii. happy to
state that he, with the co-operation of some of the faithful brothers of that
Castle, secured and turned over to the custody of the Grand Castle the books,
paraphernalia, etc., of the Castle. No money remained in the treasury, so, of
course, none was included in the effects. P. C. Andrew Alcorn, of Halcyon
Castle, was particularly servicable in the securing of the property, and it is to
his efforts, in a large measure, that D. G. C. Williams was able to recover so
large a part of it. I am in hopes that in the near future a Castle will again
be es‘mbllshed in Perth Amboy

NEW RITUA L‘S.

On April 3d, 1894, Supreme Chief C. W. Mitchell issued a circular, stating
that the old separate degree rituals could be exchanged for the new revised
and corrected rituals recently prepared by the Supreme Castle, to meet the
alterations made necessary in changing the transaction of business from the
First to the Third Degrees, and in accordance therewith the Grand Master of
Records has been engaged in exchanging the old rituals for the new. Most of -
the Castles have thus far availed themselves of this opportunity to get the cor-
rected rituals, and I hope that in 'a very short time all the Castles will be in
possession of them. These rituals are a long step in the right direction, and
should be procured and studied at once, as the many inconsistencies of the old
ones have been eliminated, and everything is now so plainly laid down that
there will be no excuse for Castles not bemcr perfect in the wntten work of the
‘Order at least. : :
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HISTORY.

At the Annual Session of the Supreme Castle, held in Baltimore, Maryland,
June 27-29, 1893, it was decided to publish a history of the Order, and at the
request of Supreme Chief C. W. Mitchell, I sent him the name of P. G. C.
Horace J. Parks, of No. 9, as a most competent Sir Knight to perform the
pleasant and important duty of furnishing the data with regard to New Jersey.
P. G. C. Parks has most ably performed the duty assigned him, and the result of
his labors is now in the possession of the Supreme Castle. -In view of the labor
attached to the work, and the cheerfulness with which P. G. C. Parks accepted
the trust, I feel indebted to him for so kindly consenting to act as historian for
New Jersey, and hope this Grand Castle will extend him its thanks for his
labor in this behalf. ’

EAGLES’ DAY. -

In accordance with the usual custom, I, by letter, on January .2’3d, 1894,
designated August gth, 1894, as “ Eagles’ Day”’ at Atlantic City, and followed
it with the following circular : ' s

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, May 28th, 1804.

To all Subordinate Castles in the State of New Jersey—Greeting.

Sir KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :~—In accordance with custom, I hereby desig-
nate THURSDAY, AUGUST oth, 1894, as EAGLES’ DAy at Atlantic City, and hope
that all the Sir Knights of the jurisdiction who can possibly do so will assemble
in the City by the Sea on that day—not only that we may enjoy, a pleasant out-
ing at that great resort, but that we may meet each other and renew our frater-
nal ties, thus showing to the world that we are indeed a band of brothers, and
that in our pleasures as well as in our charities we are actuated by the loftiest
motives -

In the belief that this day will prove most enjoyable to all who participate,
Iam .

Fraternally Yours, in F., V. and H.,

Attest : ~ RosT. M. Fousi‘, Grand Chief. |
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R. '

I am happy to state that the excursion was a success in every way. Ocean
Castle, No. 11, and Seaside Castle, No. 56, appointed committées to look after
the visiting Sir Knights, and through their efforts, seconded by the determina-
tion of all to enjoy the outing to its utmost, the day was one of great pleasure
to all participating. It is to be hoped that Eagles’ Day will be even more ,
successful in the future than it has been in the past.

Pu@N1x CASTLE, No. 70.

Acting under the instructions of the Grand Castle, to have an examination
made of the circumstances attending the dissolution of Camden Castle, No.
1, and the formation of Pheenix Castle, No. 70, I had appointed as the com-
mittee to investigate the matter, P. C. Walter. A. Barrows, No. 4, P. C.
A. T. Parsons, No. 46, and P. C. Thomas A. Warren, No. 3. Owing to various
causes the committee were unable to get together until the death of P. C. Par-
sons caused a vacancy in the committee, and in consequence of this I issued
the following circular : ' '
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GRAND CASTLE OF NEw JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, March 15th, 1894.

To the Noble Chief, Officers and Members of each Castle Knights of the
D Golden Eagle of New Jersey—Greeting. . : :

" SIR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :~¥In the death of P. C. A, T. Parsoné, of

* Vineland Castle, No. 46, which occurred December 23d, 1893, the Order has

lost a most faithful member and the Grand Castle one of its.most valued ad-
visers, as his services as chairman of the Law Committee last year, and in
other positions, most abundantly testify, and: his death leaves a gap.in our
ranks which it will be hard to fill. . .

In consequence of the death of P. C, Parsons a vacancy has occurred in the
special committee appointed at the last annual session of the Grand Castle to
examine into and report upon the matter of Camden Castle, No. 1, now defunct,
and I hereby appoint P. C. James P. Beckley, of Millville Castle, No. 2, to fill
such vacancy. The committee as now constituted consists of P. C. Walter A.
Barrows, NO. 4, chairman; P. C. J. P. Beckley, No. 2, and P. C. Thomas A.
Warren, No 4.

Also Brother Parson’s death causes a vacancy in the special -committee
appointed at the last annual session to prepare a constitution for Subordinate
Castles, and I hereby appoint P. C. John L. Vehe, of Cross'and Crown Castle,
No. 25, to be a member and chairman of said committee, and as P. C. Richar
Twelves, of No. 19, has been requested to be retired from service on said com-
mittee, as the pressure of his private business prevents him from giving the
matter the attention it requires, I hereby appoint P. C. Henry Wirth, of No.
19, to fill said vacancy. The committee as now constituted will consist of
P. C. John L. Vehe, of Cross and Crown Castle, No. 25, chairman; P. C. B.D.
Moffett, No. 36, and P. C. Henry Wirth, No. 19. \ B :

. ~ Fraternally in F., V. and H,, . .
RosT. M. Foust, Grand Chief. .
Attest: . : ) )
"E: D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.

The committee on the Phcenix Castle matter concluded their labors after a
very exhaustive examination of the case, and submitted to me the following
report, which I, after careful consideration, confirmed, as T believe it a just
and equitable settlement of the matter:

To RoBERT M. FousT, Grand Chief.

At the stated session of the Grand.Castle held at Asbury Park, Seéptembe
4-5, 1893, the.following report was made : :

“The committee appointed to consider the matter of the two defunct Castles would
recommend that the Grand Chief be instructed to take such steps as may be necessary to
secure the remaining books of No. 37; and that he'appoint a committee of three to further
investig'ilt? the matter of Camden Castle, No. 1, and report to the Grand Chief for his
approval,’ .

On the question of adopting the above recommendation the following

‘“ And that upon the coming in of the report, the Grand Chief is directed .to take such
steps, either by law or otherwise, as mdy be necessary to maintain the dignity of our laws
and secure justice to all concerned.” ) - -

At the same session another committee reported—

. *“That the dispensation granted Castle No. 70, be approved, and that a charter be issued
in accordance with the same.” . .
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On the question of adopting the report of the committee, the 'foilowing
amendment was adopted :

“That, on a settlement satisfactory to the Grand Chief, the Grand Castle do issue a
charter to No. 70.” ’

Brother Sir Knight A. T. Parsons was appointed on the committee, but
before we had entered upon the performance of our duties, he departed this
life and another was appointed in his place. As thus constituted the com--
mittee have attempted the discharge of the duty devolved upon them, and
make report as follows : : ) )

The books -and documents of 'No. 1 were placed in our hands. A careful
examination of them showed that they failed to account for the membership,
funds, and property of the Castle, and from them we could not learn how it
was that Camden Castle, No: 1, had become defunct. Thereupon we re-
quested the Grand Chief to arrange for a meeting of the committee with those
who were Chiefs and: Officers of No. 1, in May, 1893. Such meeting was
arranged for and held, the Grand Chief and other Grand Castle officers_also
attending. Oral statements were made at this meeting by the officers of No. 1,
which to a considerable extent enlightened the committee as to what had been
done, and thereupon the books.and reports were recommitted to the officers of
No. 1 with instructions to enter fully therein all that had been done. and to re-
port what course had been actually pursued, no matter whether lawful or not.
Th? xl'i;aasons for their action were stated at this meeting, and were substantially
as follows :

That they found their funds dwindling down to a low ebb, by reason of calls
made upon them for benefits by some of their members, who, they believed,
were not worthy or entitled to benefits. That they had been compelled by
legal proceedings to pay benefits to such members, and that threats of con-
tinued legal proceedings were being made. -

That they had been paying benefits a long time to some members who, they
believed, were imposing upon them, but they could not prove such imposition
to be a fact. .

They further stated that their. purpose was to abandon No. 1 to its fate. and
retain their position in the Order by organizing a new Castle,

The books of No. 1 havebeen returned to the committee,.and final reports
made by the financial officers. ' .

From the books and reports, aided by the statements made at the meeting
referred to, the committee have found the following facts: :

That the general membership of Castle No. 1 destroyed that organization
and formed No. 70, with the intended purpose of avoiding legal liability, and
still retaining the benefit of membership in the Order.

Of 218 members of No. 1, 203 accepted withdrawal cards, and of the 203
cards so accepted, 156 were deposited in No. 7o. .

Pheenix, No. 70, arose from the ashes of No: 1. .

It is the privilege of every indivldual member of the Order to receive a with-
drawal card from his Castle and to deposit it in another Castle. |

Your committee find, however, that these members accepting withdrawal
cards chose to take with them all the funds and properties of No. 1,'and left
fifteen members behind with nothing in the treasury and with no parapher-
nalia, but with a charter hanging on the walls of the Castle hall.

These acts -were- done, viz.:

The Castle (No. 1) by resolution, remitted the arrears of dues of all.its
members, aggregating the sum of $340.56. e !
A donation of $1.75 was granted to each member, aggregating the sum of
$364, which donation was accepted by all who withdrew.

A sale of all the properties of No. I was made for the nominal sum of $1.25
to one who subsequently turned over the same to No. 70. - )

The last report of the Trustees of No. 1 valued these properties at $goo.
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By resolution; withdrawal cards were granted to all who should apply for
them, without charge.

As we understand it -their by-laws required the payment of one dollar by
each member on taking a withdrawal card, and thus No. 1 was wronged out of

$203.
The Castle paid the G. M. of R. $100 for the blank cards thus used.

By these means every cent in the treasury of No. 1 was disposed of, and al
its property dissipated. :

According to the returns the K. of E. has paid orders which overdraw to the
amount of ten cents.

By the reports sent in it appears that $50 remains in the hands of the Trustees

of No. 1 unaccounted for, since the Trustee acknowledges by his report as -

follows :

DrawnfromBank . . . . . .. .. ... v .. ... ... $1158
‘¢ Building and Loan Association. . . . . . .. . . 9II 00
Sale of Castle property . . . . . . . ... v v v o0 oo 1 25
Forfeit money returned by attorney . . e e+« .« . ... 100 0O
$1023 83

And the C. of E. acknowledges to have teceived as follows :
From Trustees. . .. .. . .. .+ .ouuve....... $10000
Returned fee from attorney . . . . .. .. .. .. ... .. 10000
Frombank . . .. ... .. .. ... ... .coveo.. 1158
Building and Loan Association . ... . . .. . .... 761 00
Sale of paraphernalia . .. . .. . .. . ... .. ..... 125
$973 83

May 29th, 1893, was the date of the last meeting of Camden, No. 1, where a
quorum appeared. . :

At this meeting the Relief Committee reported two members disabled with
rheumatism and ‘‘ about the same ;”’ also one member disabled by consump-

‘tion. Benefits were allowed and paid to the three thus reported.

On June 5, 1893, was another meeting, at which no quorum was present.
The Relief Committee reported the same three members disabled and ‘‘the
same,”’ but no benefits have been paid to them. Subsequently the member

disabled by consumption died, and no death benefit has been paid to his -

widow. .

The subsquent history of the other two disabled members has not been
brought to the attention of your committee. '

The subsequent- history of the fifteen members of No. 1 who remained after
the exodus does not appear to your committee. )

They failed to hold meetings and the charter was taken from the wall by the
Grand Chief. ‘ i

There is no record of the resignation of any officer of No. 1 who was in-
stalled in January, 1893, and no subsequent election having been held in No. 1,
the officers thus installed are amenablé to our laws for the performance of
their duty at the present time. )

There 1s a record of the granting of only 63 withdrawal cards by No. 1.
For the 203 we are dependent upon the statement of the C. of E. in.the ledger
accounts of the members. ’

It devolves upon the Grand Castle and its duly installed Chiefs to apply our
law to the foregoing statement of facts. .
Your committee recommend that it be definitely determined—

(As Conclusions of Law,)
That while a Castle may remit the dues of a necessitious member as an

act of charity, it may not defeat the purpose of its organization by indiscrim-
inate remitting of payment of dues by all its members.
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That, while it is competent for a Castle to donate of its funds in cases of
necessity and charity, it may not dissipate its funds, which have been collected
for certain and distinct purposes, by granting donations to all its members
indiscriminately.

That, when the by-laws provide for the payment of a certain fee for a with-
drawal card, the Castle cannot grant a card except in accordance with such
by-law. -Every organization or society can act only in accordance with its
rules regularly adopted.

That it is not permissible for a Castle to part with its property for a nominal-
or no consideration. . .

That it is not competent for.the Trustees of a Castle to dispose of the prop-
erty of the Castle except upon the express direction of the Castle.

That the only competent source of ascertaining what action has been had by
a Castle is the minutes of the Castle’s proceedings.

. That the only time and place when and where a Castle may take any action
relating to its membership and property, without special notice, is the time
and place indicated in its by-laws for its meetings.

Your committee are of opinion that the act of Camden Castle, No. 1, granting
the remission of all arrearages of dues to all its members was beyond its powers
and the act is void.

That the act of Camden Castle, No. 1, granting withdrawal cards without the
payment of the required fee was contrary to.its law and is void. + -

That the act of Camden Castle, No. 1, in granting all its moneys to with-
drawing members by way of a donation, was contrary to law and void.

That the act of the Trustees of No. 1, in disposing of the properties of the.
Castle for.a nominal sum was beyond the.powers of such Trustees, and was
without authority or direction from said Castle; and that such properties are
now reclaimable by the Grand Castle.

That the Trustees of No. 1 are bound to account to the Grand Castle for the
moneys now in their hands. '

That it is the duty of the Grand -Castle to see to it that the arrearages of
weekly benefits and the death benefit due upon the above mentioned death of
a member of No. 1 are paid to the widow of said deceased member.

That it is the duty of the Grand Castle to require the deposit with it of all
moneys and properties that were of Camden Castle, No. 1, on May 29, 1893.

In view of all the difficulties surrounding and attending upon a strictly just
determination of the matters referred to your committee to report upon, your
committee do recommend that in lieu of requiring the payment from such
of the members of No..1 as now.remain in the Order, of such sums of money
as have been unlawfully relinquished or donated to them, and in lieu of re-
quiring the surrender by No. 70 of the properties of No. 1, which are now in
possession of No. 70, that the Grand Castle require and accept from No. 70 the’
sum of two hundred dollars, which sum is to be used by the Grand Castle to
pay the death benefit due to the widow of the deceased member of No. 1, and
to meet any other demands which may be justly rendered by any member
against No. 1, and in defraying the expenses incident to this examination and
the settlement of said marters, and that upon the payment by No. 70 of the
said sum of two hundred dollars, a charter be issued to Pheenix Castle, No. 70.

Your committee further recommend that the Trustees of No. 1 be required
to surrender to the Grand Castle the sum of fifty dollars now remaining in
their hands of the property of Camden Castle, No. 1.. .

All of which is-respectfully reported to the Grand Chief in accordance with
the above stated resolutions, this twenty-fifth day of May A. D. 1894. "

WALTER A. BARROWS.

THOMAS A. WARREN,

JamEs P. BECKLEY. .
Commiliee.

I at once furnished to Pheenix Castle, No. 70, and to the Trustees of Camden
Castle, No. 1, at the time of its dissolution, a copy of the above report, inform-
ing them that upon the payment by them ‘of the two sums of money as therein
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mentioned a charter would be issued to Pheenix Castle, No. 70. I also, at the
request of Pheenix Castle, No. 70, paid them a visit to enlighten them as to
some portions of the report about which they seemed in doubt. I there re-
iterated my determination to insist upon the finding of the committee being
complied with. Up to this time they have failed to pay over the money, and
have therefore received no charter. The Trustees of old Camden Castles
No. 1, claim that the settlement of the books which show them apparent

debtors to Camden Castle, No. 1, to the amount of fifty dollars is a clerical ‘

" error due to the haste with which the books were closed, and as that seems to
be a question of fact; and as Pheenix Castle, No. 70, has not thus far complied
with the demand made upon them, I would suggest that this Grand Castle dis-
pose of this entire matter at once, and that the recommendations of the com-
mittee (as conclusions of law) be adopted as decisions of legal points for the
guidance of the jurisdiction in the settlement of similar questions hereafter.
This entire transaction is a matter of grave importance to the Order at large,
and ought to be settled in an unmistakable way. .

COMMITTEE TO REVISE CONSTITUTION.

The Committee on Revision of Constitution for Subordinate Castles has
completed their labors, and present a report for the action of this Grand Castle,
and I hope this body will.give it its most careful consideration. Both these
committees have labored hard and earnestly to properly perform the duties
assigned them, and the thanks of this Grand Castle are due them for the ad-
mirable manner in which they have brought to a successful concluslon the
work given them.

HARMONY CASTLE, NO. 37.

At the last session of the Grand Castle I was directed to take such steps as
would secure the remaining books of Harmony Castle, No. 37 (defunct), so that
the status of the members of said Castle could be definitely determined. The
Grand Master of Records visited Gloucester and interviewed the late Clerk of
Exchequer of Harmony Castle, who informed him that all the books had been
left in the Castle hall at the time of the dissolution. - He also stated that he
was of the opinion that the books had been posted up to that time. As this was
the information we were seeking (the cash-book not having come into our pos-
session), the matter, I believe, may be considered as settled as definitely as can
be done under the circumstances

VINELAND CASTLE, NO. 46 5. CARLISLE CASTLE, NO. IIO, PA.

Shortly after my induction into office I received the papers from Vineland
Castle, No. 46, in relation to a claim for nurse-hire, amounting to $52.50, which
they had against Carlisle Castle, No. 110, Pa., for nursmg Sir Knight J. D.
Logan, of Carlisle Castle, during a severe illness. Vineland Castle had made
repeated demands upon Carlisle Castle for reimbursement, with which they
had refused to comply, and at the fequest of Vineland Castle I, on September
15th, 1893, forwarded the papers, together with a request that the matter be
attended to at once, to Grand Chief Harris, of Pennsylvania. I was informed
by Grand Chief Harris that the matter had been referred to the Committee on
. Appeals of Pennsylvania, which had sustained Vineland Castle, but Grand

R U - i T e
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Chief Harris reversed the Appeals Committee and disallowed the claim of
Vinelanid Castle, and his ruling was sustained by the Grand Castle of Penn-
sylvania at its session in Easton on May 8th, 1804. I regret this termination of
the case, as in my judgment it was not a matter in which' the Pennsylvania
Appeals Committee was concerned, but one in which Grand Chief Harris
should have exercised his good offices to bring about a settlement of what
was an equitable claim. )

WEST VIRGINIA APPEAL AND CIRCULAR.

Having received a circular from a Castle in West Virginia soliciting aid, I
at once wrote to the Grand Chief of that State to know whether he had given
permission for the circulation of the appeal, and having received from him
the assurance that the appeal was donae fide and that the Castle had acted as
it did through ignorance, I issued the following circular : :

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND. CHIEF, WOODBURY, December 15th, 1804.

To all Subordinate Castles—Greeting.

SiR KNIGHTS AND BROTHERS :—It having come to my knowledge that Cen-
tral Castle, No. 1, of Wheeling, West Virginia, were circulating in this juris-
diction a printed request for aid, and upon being assured by Sir Knight James
T. McGee, Grand Chief of West Virginia, that the circular is dona fide, and
the cause a worthy one, and that Central Castle had sent themthroughout this
jurisdiction without first securing consent of the Grand Chief through igno-
rance of the laws and customs, and not wishing to impede by technicalities
their procuring the assistance the Sir Knights may in their generosity extend
them, ] hereby give my cordial assent to the circulating of the above-named
appeal for aid, and hope that our members will make a most cordial response
to this request from a sister Castle.

Fraternally Yours in F.,.V. and H.,
Attest : ) RosT. M. Foust, Grand Chicef.
E. D. SENSEMAN, G. M. of R.

I do not know how general the response was on the part of our Castles,
but trust that our West Virginia Sir Knights have received such substantial
answer as will convince them that the New Jersey Sir Knights are mindful of
their obligations.

APPEAL OF STRATFORD CASTLE, NO. 67, PENNSYLVANTA.

I received a communication from Stratford Castle, No. 67, of Pheenixville,
Pa., dated December 13th, 1893, stating that their Castle had projected and"
had partially under way a hospital in that town, but that they had no money
“to finish it, and desired to circulate a petition in this jurisdiction soliciting aid,
.dnd asking permission to do so. I at once wrote them, saying that while I
considered the object a most meritorious one, still their petition must have the
permission of the Grand Chief of Pennsylvania, and suggested they secure it
from him, and that then I would be glad to allow them to circulate it in this
jurisdiction. I have not since heard from them, so do not know whether they
have taken any further steps in-the matter or not. :
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'APPEAL OF MONARCH CASTLE, NO. 2, OF WASHINGTON, D. C.

On July 21st, 1894, 1 received a request from the above Castle to allow them
to circulate an appeal for aid in this jurisdiction, their Castle having been
brought to a very low ebb financially from the long-continued drain on their
tredsury. I informed them that if they would secure the consent of their
Grand Chief to make said appeal 1 would most gladly sanction its circulation
in this jurisdiction. Their appeal for assistance has since been received and
circulated among our Castles, and has, I hope, met with a hearty response from
our Sir Knights. '

PHILAbELPHIA DEMONSTRATION.

Our sister jurisdiction, Pennsylvania, having resolved to celebrate the
eighteenth anniversary of the introduction of the Order in that State by a
grand street demonstration on the night of Thursday, October 26, 1893, and
having extended, through me, a most cordial invitation to the Sir Knights of
New Jersey to participate in the same, I issued the following circular bearing
on the subject : .

GRAND CASTLE OF NEW JERSEY, KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE.
OFFICE OF THE GRAND CHIEF, WOODBURY, October 16th, 1893.

To the Noble Chief, Qfficers and Members of each Castle; to the Officers and
Members of each Commandery ,; to the Noble Templar, Officers and Mem-
bers of each Temple in New Jersey.

Stk KNIGHTS AND COMPANIONS :—Our brother Knights and Companions of.
Pennsylvania propose celebrating the eighteenth anniversary of the introduc-
tion of the Order into Peunsylvania by a grand demonstration in Philadelphia
on the evening of Thursday, October 26th, 1893. New Jersey has been invited
to participate in the demonstration, and thus help, so far as in her lies, to make
it a grand success. ~Penns