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Col. Yvonne L. Mays, Acting Adjutant General of New Jersey and
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs, along with New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
directors met with leaders from New Jerseys’ veteran service organizations
at the National Guard Training Center in Sea Girt, NJ on October 6, 2024.

DMAVA Welcomes Additional Oversight

On October 2, 2024, the U.S. Department of Justice and the State
of New Jersey jointly filed a consent decree in the United States
District Court, District of New Jersey. As part of this agreement, a
third-party federal monitor will be appointed to the Veterans
Memorial Homes at Menlo Park and Paramus, two long-term care
facilities operated by the New Jersey Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs (DMAVA). The operations of the Vineland Veterans
Memorial Home are not impacted.

This agreement is the result of months of constructive
conversations with the Department of Justice on how best to care
for the Veterans, Veteran Spouses, and Gold Star Families who call
our facilities home.

Here’s where we are today: the Veterans Memorial Homes at Menlo
Park and Paramus have made significant progress that has been
confirmed by repeated, independent inspections conducted by the
New Jersey Department of Health and the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs.

Menlo Park received no clinical deficiencies in two no-notice facility
wide surveys conducted by the New Jersey Department of Health
from July 8-16, 2024 and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
from July 16-19, 2024. These separate surveys were
comprehensive and encompassed everything from the home’s
infection control and clinical care, to kitchen operations, human
resources, emergency management, and housekeeping.



Moreover, on September 5, 2024, the Menlo Park team of
healthcare heroes achieved zero deficiencies in a no-notice focused
infection control survey, or inspection, conducted by the New Jersey
Department of Health on behalf of the U.S. Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services. On September 10, 2024, in a separate no-
notice infection control survey, the Paramus team also achieved
zero deficiencies.

These no-notice infection control surveys consisted of inspections
that assessed the homes’ procedures related to infection control
regulations, including staff handwashing, donning and doffing of
personal protective equipment, and continuing education records.
Additionally, inspectors reviewed kitchen and sanitizing operations,
contact tracing, cohorting, isolation, and quarantine protocols.

We can always do better. Please know that | am confident in our
leadership, our teams, and the level of care that we are providing.
In the days ahead, we will continue our important work and we
welcome this partnership with a federal monitor.

We are incredibly grateful to the residents, staff, and volunteers who
make Menlo Park and Paramus - as well as Vineland - safe, vibrant,
and welcoming communities. We are committed to not only meeting
rigorous standards but exceeding them.



As always, thank you for staying
connected to DMAVA.

We invite you to share ideas, events and
feedback. Please email our team at
outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Colonel Yvonne L. Mays, Acting
Adjutant General & Commissioner
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Cordially invites you to attend the

Annual Veterans Day Ceremony

on Monday, the 11th of November 2024 at 11:00 am
at the
New Jersey Vietham Veterans' Memorial

1 Memorial Lane
Holmdel, New Jersey 07733

Military: Dress Uniform
Civilian: Business Casual




VETERAN APPRECIATION
LUNCHEON

Organized by Feeding Our Heroes

Friday, October 25, at 12 noon

VFW Post 9503
383 Veterans Blvd,

Bayville, NJ %%
For more info: [EE '
Ernail Register

mgiunta@feedingourheroas.org
or call (732) 769-7951

Community « Appreciation « Veterans' Resources

CO-HOSTS
Senator Carmen Amato

Commissioner
Frank Sadeghi 29 Braven
Berkeley Mayor HEALTH
John A, Bacchione

Home of the Free Because of the Brave

DMAVA Calendar


https://dmava.org/event/feeding-our-heroes-veteran-appreciation-luncheon-bayville/
https://dmava.org/event/feeding-our-heroes-veteran-appreciation-luncheon-bayville/

DMAVA is sponsoring or will participate in the events below. A
DMAVA Veterans Service Officer will be present at many of these
events. Please check details to confirm.

o October 17 | Morristown
Mobile NJMVC & DMAVA Outreach

« October 18 | East Orange
Mental Health Awareness \Walk

o October 19 | Burlington
Burlington Twp Mayor's Health & Wellness Campaign

« October 19 | Ridgefield
Mayors Wellness Campaign & Health Fair

« October 19 | Bergenfield
Veteran's Resource Fair

« October 19 | Glassboro
Senior Resource Fair

« October 19 | Millville
Wheels & Squeals Car Show & Trunk or Treat

o October 22 | Morristown
Mobile NJMVC & DMAVA Outreach

o October 23 | Trenton
Resource and Career Fair

o October 23 | Bordentown
Quarterly Women's Open Forum

o October 24 | Sea Girt
DMAVA Semi-Annual VSO Training Seminar

o October 24 | Bordentown
NJNG Child & Youth Program Fall Festival


https://dmava.org/event/mobile-njmvc-dmava-outreach-morristown/
https://dmava.org/event/mental-health-awareness-walk-east-orange/
https://dmava.org/event/burlington-township-mayors-health-and-wellness-campaign/
https://dmava.org/event/ridgefield-annual-health-fair/
https://dmava.org/event/pact-act-veterans-resource-fair-bergenfield/
https://dmava.org/event/43023/
https://dmava.org/event/wheels-squeals-car-show-trunk-or-treat-millville/
https://dmava.org/event/mobile-njmvc-dmava-outreach-morristown/
https://dmava.org/event/mercer-county-resource-career-fair/
https://dmava.org/event/quarterly-womens-open-forum-bordentown/
https://dmava.org/event/dmava-semi-annual-vso-training-seminar/
https://dmava.org/event/njng-child-youth-program-fall-festival-bordentown/

o October 25 | Bayville
Feeding Our Heroes Veteran Appreciation Luncheon

Community Calendar

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis so please
bookmark and check back often.

Deputy Adjutant General of New Jersey


https://dmava.org/event/feeding-our-heroes-veteran-appreciation-luncheon-bayville/
https://dmava.org/events

Effective 30 September 2024, Brigadier General L. Michael LaPoint
assumed his responsibilities as Deputy Adjutant General of New
Jersey.

He is the principal advisor to The Adjutant General and
Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs on all matters concerning military readiness,
mobilizations, homeland security, defense support to civil
authorities, human resources, logistics, training, and financial
management.

The duties include the supervision and management of the
Department’s 3,200 full-time State and Federal employees, and
more than 30 armories and associated properties.




$11.9 Million to Expand State Veterans Cemetery

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Cemetery Grants Program
recently awarded up to $11.9 million for the expansion of Brigadier
General William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery, located in
Wrightstown, NJ and operated by the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs.

Read News Release

NJ National Guard

Annual Governor's Military Review

The New Jersey National Guard held its annual Military Review at
the National Guard Training Center in Sea Girt, NJ on October 6,
2024.


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/cemetery/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/assets/press-releases/Doyle%20VA%20Grant.pdf

Governor Phil Murphy and Col. Yvonne L. Mays, the Acting Adjutant
General of New Jersey, presided over the ceremony, a more than
130-year-old tradition that allows the governor as commander-in-
chief to review the Soldiers and Airmen of the New Jersey National
Guard.

View Images

Hurricane Milton Support

New Jersey National Guard Soldiers with the 42nd Regional
Support Group departed from Picatinny Arsenal in Wharton and the
Cape May Armory in Cape May Courthouse, NJ on October 9,
2024.

The New Jersey Army National Guard announced the deployment
of approximately 80 Soldiers and 30 military vehicles to support
Hurricane Milton response operations in Camp Blanding, Florida.

The unit will coordinate with the Florida Division of Emergency
Management and the Florida National Guard. Tasks may include
transportation of Florida National Guard personnel into weather-
impacted areas and delivery of commodities to or from points of
distribution.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720320947037
https://www.facebook.com/42ndRSG
https://www.facebook.com/42ndRSG

View Images | News Release

2-113th Infantry Regiment

Soldiers assigned to 2nd Battalion, 113th Infantry Regiment, 44th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team, New Jersey Army National Guard,
deployed in support of Combined Joined Task Force - Operation
Inherent Resolve, perform an indirect fire training exercise within
the U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM) area of responsibility.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720321046369/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/assets/press-releases/Hurricane%20Milton%20NJARNG%20support.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/44thIBCT
https://www.facebook.com/44thIBCT
https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR
https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR

3-112th Field Artillery Regiment

In late September 2024, Bravo Battery Soldiers, with the assistance
of Soldiers from Task Force Toro, Spanish Army, prepared their
M119A3 105mm Howitzer for sling load from a CH-47 Chinook
Helicopter during a training exercise conducted at Al Asad Air Base
in Western Iraq. The howitzer and crew were then air assaulted to a
firing point where the Gun Section executed a fire mission.

The training highlighted the interoperability and operational
readiness of Coalition Forces across the Combined Joint Task
Force - Operation Inherent Resolve.


https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR
https://www.facebook.com/CJTFOIR

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
Employers of New Jersey National Guard Soldiers and Airmen
participated in a "boss lift" or an employer appreciation flight
onboard UH-60M Black Hawk helicopters at the National Guard
Training Center at Sea Girt, NJ on October 6, 2024.

The flight was part of an Employer Support of the Guard and
Reserve event to thank the employers for their support to their
employees to fulfill their military duties to the state and nation.

View Images

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses | Gl Bill
Student Loan Repayment


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njnationalguard/albums/72177720320967732/
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Tamara Corrales, Mercer County VSO
Tamara Corrales is a dedicated Veteran Service Officer with a
passion for supporting those who have served our country.

Tamara combines her expertise in veteran services with a strong
educational background. Tamara earned her degree in Hospitality
Management before pursuing further studies in Human Services.
This unique blend of skills allows her to effectively advocate for
veterans, helping them navigate the complex landscape of benefits
and resources.


https://njarmyguard.com/
https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/

Growing up in New York, Tamara developed a deep appreciation for
diversity and community engagement. Her commitment to service
began when she joined the Navy, where she learned the importance
of teamwork, resilience, and leadership. Her military background
enriches her understanding of the challenges veterans face,
allowing her to connect on a personal level with those she serves.

With a focus on compassionate care and empowerment, Tamara is
dedicated to making a positive impact in the lives of veterans,
ensuring they receive the support they deserve. Known for her
approachable demeanor and problem-solving abilities, she
embodies the spirit of service and strives to make a meaningful
difference in her community by empower veterans to access the
resources they need for a successful transition into civilian life.

Tamara Corrales is not just a professional in her field; she is a fierce
advocate for those who have served, embodying the spirit of
dedication and service that defines her career.

Contact Tamara or any of her colleagues around the state by
visiting our website at Veterans Service Offices.


https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

Northern NJ Veterans Stand Down

The New Jersey National Guard Soldiers from the 42nd Regional
Support Group joined forces with state and federal agencies and
other non-government organizations to provide much needed
assistance to more than 200 homeless Veterans at the North Jersey
Stand Down conducted at John F. Kennedy Recreational Center in
Newark, NJ on October 12, 2024.

Stand Downs are typically one day events during which Veteran
organizations’ staff and volunteers provide food, clothing, and
health screenings to homeless and at-risk Veterans. In addition,
Veterans also receive referrals for health care, housing solutions,
employment, substance use treatment, mental health counseling
and other essential services.

With the motto of “Always Ready, Always There!” the New Jersey
National Guard has been supporting New Jersey’s Stand Down
events for many years.


https://www.facebook.com/42ndRSG
https://www.facebook.com/42ndRSG

Stand Down of South Jersey

Volunteers, healthcare providers, and social service personnel
assisted homeless veterans at the Sgt. 1st Class Robert H. Yancey
Sr. Stand Down at the National Guard Armory in Cherry Hill, NJ on
September 27, 2024.

At the Stand Down, co-hosted by the New Jersey Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs and Stand Down of South Jersey,
veterans were provided access to healthcare, mental health
screening, substance abuse counseling, social services, legal
services, religious counseling, and winter clothing.

Since 1996, the South Jersey Stand Down has served as a catalyst
that enables homeless and at-risk veterans to re-enter mainstream
society. Stand Downs are a nationwide, grass roots, community-
based intervention programs to help veterans’ battle life on the
streets.

View Images


https://www.standdownsouthjersey.org/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720320636555

State Medal Ceremony

The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs held a
state medal ceremony at the Cedar Crest Senior Living Community
in Pompton Plains, NJ on September 26, 2024.

View Images

Veterans Home at Paramus


https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums/72177720320613301

The Knights of Columbus and Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Paterson presented a check for $8,000 to the New Jersey Veterans
Home at Paramus.

The money was raised from the 14th NJ Army Tank Pull Challenge
held June 9, 2024 in Clifton, NJ. (Courtesy photo)

Veterans

Get Connected to Resources & Services

The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs
has partnered with Unite Us to connect individuals and families
to a wide variety of services and resources.

Unite Us is a coordinated care referral network of health and
social service providers. Unite Us can connect our New Jersey
military and veteran community to resources to obtain benefits,
food assistance, housing, education, transportation, behavioral
health services, peer support and more.

Veteran Service Providers

Do you provide services to Veterans? We would like to get you
enrolled in this new online referral network, Unite NJ Veterans.



https://www.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus
https://www.facebook.com/@CCharitiesPat
https://www.facebook.com/@CCharitiesPat
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/paramus/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/memorial-homes/paramus/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/unitenjveterans/

This digital platform connects Veterans to the resources around
them quickly. Learn more and enroll.

SMS Alerts - Text "NJVets" to 78015

Opt-in now to receive SMS Alerts from DMAVA! Text "NJVets"
to 78015 or scan the QR code above and send. You will be
immediately opted-in to receive alerts and important messages
from the Division of Veterans Services.

This service is provided free of charge, however, carrier
messaging and data rates may apply. To opt-out at any time,
simply reply “Stop”.



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/unitenjveterans.shtml

THE DMAVA READJUSTMENT
COUNSELING PROGRAM PROVIDES
VETERANS WITH:

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING

GROUP COUNSELING

FAMILY COUNSELING

SCAN THE CODE AND CALL YOUR
LOCAL VETERANS SERVCE OFFICER,

OR CALL:
(888) 865-8387,
OR EMAIL:
VBB@DMAVA.NJ.GOV



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

SUPPORT

IS PEER TO PEER

Call Us 24/7
7 days a week
(866) 838-7654

N==
VET2VET

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.nj.gov



https://www.njvet2vet.com/
https://www.njvet2vet.com/
mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

DMAVA Departments

Counterdrug Task Force
Staff Sgt. Benjamin Martinez | 444th MPAD | October 3, 2024

The Southern Ocean County Interfaith Advocacy and Leadership
(SOCIAL) Network has recently received a Drug Free Communities
grant for Little Egg Harbor, Tuckerton and Eagleswood. This grant
lasts five years and provides $125,000 per year for drug prevention
programs with the possibility to extend for another five years.

Master Sgt. James Kube and Staff Sgt. Benjamin Martinez,
members of the New Jersey National Guard Counterdrug Task
Force - Drug Demand Reduction Outreach section, helped SOCIAL
Network with recruitment of new members, hosting meetings and
applying for the DFC grant.

For the last 10 years, the DFC grant in Ocean County only covered
Toms River and Brick Township. Since then, Toms River has
received another prevention grant and Brick has a Municipal
alliance that covers funding for their town.


https://www.nj.gov/military/guard/joint-staff/counterdrug/
https://www.nj.gov/military/guard/joint-staff/counterdrug/

NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY

DREAM. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Mow accepting applications
for Class 59 - January 2025.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

@ njyca.orgfadmissions
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|EE) rpm@dmava,nj.gov
(&) re g

(%.) (s00)997-5587 / (732) 974-6516
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October Newsletter
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Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and
Belonging

DEIB Newsletter

State Partners

NJ State Agencies


https://www.nj.gov/military/outreach/documents/deib-newsletter-20241016.pdf

Governor's Challenge to Prevent Suicides among Service
Members, Veterans & Their Families

The New Jersey's Governor "We Value Our Veterans" Awards
Vote For Valor

Career Services for Veterans

Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

Civil Service Preference for Veterans

NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support
Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses
Military and Overseas Voting

Troops to Teachers

Journey Through Jersey
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https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/civil-service-preference/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/troops/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/theme/conflict/
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VA New Jersey Healthcare System Opening Toms
River Clinic

Dear Veterans, Families, Caregivers, and Stakeholders,

The VA New Jersey Healthcare System is proud to announce the
grand opening of our brand-new Toms River Clinic at 1051 Hooper
Avenue, Toms River, on Tuesday, October 22, 2024. On this day,
we will welcome Veterans to our new state-of-the-art facility,
officially marking Patient Day One.

As part of this transition, the Brick Clinic will permanently close its
doors on Monday, October 21, 2024. All appointments scheduled
after October 21 will automatically be transferred to the Toms River
Clinic. Veterans will receive new appointment cards with updated
information indicating their new location at the Toms River facility.

“The opening of the Toms River Clinic marks a significant milestone
in our mission to provide world-class healthcare to our Veterans in
Ocean County and beyond. This new facility allows us to expand
access to care, improve services and better meet the needs of our
Veteran community. We are excited to welcome them to this state-
of-the-art clinic”, said Patricia O’Kane, Executive Medical Center
Director.

We are also preparing for the clinic’s official Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony, which will take place in November. The exact date of the
event will be announced shortly.



This new addition to the VA New Jersey Healthcare System reflects
our ongoing commitment to delivering enhanced healthcare
services to Veterans across Ocean County and surrounding areas.
We look forward to welcoming our Veterans and ensuring they
receive the highest level of care in this expanded, modern facility.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to
serving you at the Toms River Clinic!

theSITREP Podcast

By: Department of Veterans Affairs

Podcast

3 Tips for VA Disability Claims

In this episode of theSITREP, the host covers three tips to consider
when submitting a claim for VA disability.

theSITREP Podcast


https://news.va.gov/135019/va-expands-online-notice-availability-for-veterans/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AzKEqpzcAM
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The Women Veterans Call Center
is Your Guide to VA

Live women representatives, many of whom are
Veterans, are standing by to help.

Call or text 1-855-VA-WOMEN
(1-855-829-6636)
or chat with us online

Weekdays 800 am - 10:00 pm ET Y O L5 Department
Saturday 8:00 am - 630 pm ET 1‘. of Veterans Affairs

Y



https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Featured Links

« National Parks Pass

« VALife Insurance

« VA Urgent Care Services

« Accessing Records from the National Archives or NPRC
« PACT Act Performance Dashboard

« How to Check Your PACT Act Claim Status
« Download VA Benefit Letters

« Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

« VA Health and Benefits Mobile App

« Women Veterans Call Center

« Veterans Legacy Memorial

« Million Veteran Program

« #VetResources

« VA Resource Navigator
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https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility/valife/
https://news.va.gov/128934/everything-to-know-about-va-urgent-care/
https://news.va.gov/119456/accessing-records-national-archives-center/
https://www.accesstocare.va.gov/healthcare/pactact
https://news.va.gov/117737/how-to-check-your-pact-act-claim-status/
https://www.va.gov/records/download-va-letters/
https://news.va.gov/113338/podcasts-veterans-issues-important-messages/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/
https://marketplace.va.gov/innovations/va-resource-navigator

Private Eliana Vasquez

Introducing one of the newest members of the @njnationalguard:
PVT Eliana Vasquez, a student-athlete who embodies what it
means to live and serve in our community!

Vasquez is a high school senior and a proud member of the soccer
team at Belleville High School.

We are proud to see you set the example for those joining our
ranks.


https://www.instagram.com/njnationalguard

Senate Confirms Nordhaus as 30th National Guard
Bureau Chief

National Guard | September 25, 2024

ARLINGTON, Va., - The U.S. Senate has confirmed Air Force Lt.
Gen. Steven S. Nordhaus to serve as the 30th Chief of the National
Guard Bureau and a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Nordhaus will serve as the principal advisor to the secretary of
defense on National Guard issues and will be responsible for
ensuring the manning, training, and equipping of more than 430,000
National Guard Soldiers and Airmen from the 54 states, territories,
and the District of Columbia.

Read Full Story


https://www.facebook.com/ChiefNGB
https://www.facebook.com/ChiefNGB
https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Press-Releases/Article/3917584/senate-confirms-nordhaus-as-30th-national-guard-bureau-chief/

RIDGEWOOD GOLD STAR CEREMONY UNVEILS NEW MONUMENT

MNEW TONIGHT

Ridgewood unveils monument for Gold Star Families
Tom Krosnowski | News12 | September 29, 2024

The last Sunday of September is recognized nationally as Gold Star
Mother’s and Family’s Day.

It's a day to honor the families who have lost a loved one while
serving our country. American Legion Post 53 in Ridgewood calls
Gold Star families “the unseen part of Memorial Day.”

Their new monument unveiled on Sunday is just the second in New
Jersey to honor the sacrifices of military families.

“They put our country's security above their own,” said Gold Star
survivor Maria Bombace. “These families put their chins up and
their shoulders back no matter what the country asked them. We
still need to honor the families. We need to break the silence.”

Full Story with Video


https://newjersey.news12.com/ridgewood-hosts-ceremony-for-gold-star-mothers-and-familys-day

MEW TOMNIGHT

OPERATION K8 BEETHOVEN

‘Match made in heaven.’ Organization pairs veterans
with therapy dogs

Jim Murdoch | News12 | September 30, 2024

An Iraq War veteran struggling with PTSD now has some much-
needed help from a four-legged friend.

“Been to war twice, came back. Everything was kind of normal until
it wasn’t,” said Anthony Dellaratto.

It's been 20 years since Dellaratto saw combat in the Iraqi desert.

“You hear a fire whistle and you cringe. You hear an explosion and
duck,” he said.

Along came Clementine, a 1-year-old pit mix, picked up by the
Bergen County Animal Shelter as a stray.

Full Story with Video


https://newjersey.news12.com/match-made-in-heaven-organization-pairs-veterans-with-therapy-dogs
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New Jersey Fallen Heroes Memorial

In Honor of all those from New Jersey who gave
their lives in the fight against terrorism during
Operation Enduring Freedom & Iraqi Freedom.

In humble gratitude, we remember their sacrifice.

Memorial Inscription

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an
instant at the height of their fortune, they passed away
from the scene, not of their fear, but of their glory."
~ Pericles



https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/memorial.shtml
https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/memorial.shtml

Sergeant John Basilone

October 15, 1845 October 19, 1864


https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/

Ellis Hamilton was born in
Philadelphia. Hamilton moved to
Camden, New Jersey, with his
family at the age of four.
Commissioned a second
lieutenant in Company E, Fifteenth
New Jersey regiment, in 1862, at
the age of sixteen, he was the
youngest New Jersey officer and
perhaps the youngest officer in the
Union army. Hamilton was
promoted to first lieutenant and
captain before being mortally
wounded at the Battle of the
Wilderness on May 6, 1864. He
died at a Washington hospital on
May 16 and was buried in Trenton.
His letters survive in Rutgers
University’s Alexander Library in
New Brunswick.

October 18, 1753

Joseph Bloomfield was born in
Woodbridge. Bloomfield studied
law, was admitted to the bar in
1775 and established a practice in
Bridgeton. With the outset of the
Revolutionary War, he was
commissioned a captain in the
Third New Jersey Battalion.
Bloomfield fought at Brandywine,
where he was wounded, and
Monmouth, rising to the rank of
major, and was appointed judge
advocate of the Northern Army
before resigning to take a seat in
the New Jersey Assembly. He
served as governor in all but one
year between 1801 and 1812,
during which he engineered the

First Lieutenant William Burroughs
Ross, Company B, 14th New Jersey
Volunteers, killed in action near
Middletown, Virginia, October 19,
1864. A cheerful, friendly man with
a great love of music, William
Burroughs Ross enlisted as a
private in the 14th New Jersey
Volunteers in the summer of 1862.
He brought his guitar with him when
he went to war and quickly became
one of the most popular men in the
regiment. His skills led to promotion
to sergeant-major and, later to 1st
lieutenant of the 14th's Company B.
At the Battle of Cedar Creek,
Virginia, October 19, 1864, he was
shot and killed. He was buried in
Trenton, NJ. His wartime
correspondence and his beloved
guitar can be found at the
Monmouth County Historical
Association, Freehold, NJ.

October 22, 1777

During the Revolutionary War,
Continental Army soldiers were
stationed at Fort Mercer on the
Delaware River to keep the British
and their Hessian mercenary allies
from resupplying troops in nearby
Philadelphia. On Oct. 22, 1777, the
Army repelled a major assault by
Hessian forces. Little-known today,
the Battle of Red Bank was brief
and ferocious, marking one of the
worst defeats the Hessians suffered
in the war.

October 24, 1942



state’s Gradual Abolition Act,
resigning to return to the service
as a general in the War of 1812.
One of New Jersey’s most notable
soldies and governors, Bloomfield
died on October 3, 1823 in
Burlington.

US Marine Corps Sergeant John
Basilone of Raritan, commanding a
machine gun section defending
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal,
held off an attack by Japanese
soldiers, fighting for three days and
nights without sleep, and ending the
battle firing at them with his .45
caliber automatic pistol.
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https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf

1.5, Department
of Veterans Affairs

NJ VETERANS VA
T SINENIE  Federal Benefits
PROGRAM ;;E;ﬂaﬁ "o el
___’____====="_\
ENECER ""Illl llll W 7

jim|

’ --m?l*" i

THIS PROGRAM OFFERS HI[IES T0:

VA MEDICAL CENTERS PRIVATE PHYSICIANS
CLINIGS VA REGIONAL OFFICES

DMAVA Careers

We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we
take our work in support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their
families very seriously. Whether supporting our Veterans with
nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them in navigating
access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members
of the pubilic.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program
management. In addition, we have job openings for members of our

military to serve in AGR and Federal Technician roles.

Subscribe to DMAVA Jobs Bulletin to stay updated on job openings.


https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://www.va.gov/getstarted/
https://dmava.org/

We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both
educational and engaging. If you have questions about our
department, our programs or your benefits, please visit our
website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

Please email us at outreach@dmava.nj.gov with feedback
and comments regarding the newsletter. If you would like to



https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events
https://dmava.org/events
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov

contribute with an item of interest to our subscribers, please
email us your proposal.

Visit the DMAVA archives to view previous editions of our
newsletter.

Forward to a friend

nj.gov/military
NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggerts Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks
does not constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part of


https://www.nj.gov/military/history/archives/
https://dmava.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NJDMAVA/
https://www.facebook.com/NJDMAVA/
https://twitter.com/NJDMAVA
https://twitter.com/NJDMAVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/dmavapao
https://www.youtube.com/user/dmavapao
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums
https://www.instagram.com/njnationalguard/
https://www.instagram.com/njnationalguard/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG
https://www.nj.gov/military/
https://www.nj.gov/military/
https://nj.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/military/privacy.shtml

the New Jersey Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.



