
PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED AT 
HIGHLANDS COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 14, 2023 



TOWNSHJP OF LEBANO� 

COlfNTY OF HUNTERDON 

STATE OF NE\V JERSEY 

RESOLUTION NO. 145-2023 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING NEW JERSEY HIGHLANDS COUNCIL DRAFT BEST 

MANAGEi\1ENT PRACTICES FOR FORESTRY IN THE NEW 

.JERSEY HIGHLANDS REGION 

WHEREAS, over 950.000 acres of forest land are owned by private landowners and 
280,000 acres of forest land are owned hy local counties and municipalities in New· Jersey: and 

WHEREAS, Lebanon Tmvnship has a population of approximately 6,200 and is 
comprised of 20,275 acres, divided into 3,061 separate parcels of land, \.Vith over 11,400 acres, or 
56% of the Township. is forested within 75% of the land parcels within the Township; and 

WHEREAS, all fot·estry activities conducted on public or private lands in accordance vvith 
an approved woodland management plan or forest management plan (Forest Plan) are exempt 
under the Highlands Preservation and Planning Act (Highlands /\ct; N.J.S.A. I 3:20-28) and 
Highlands Region Preservation and Planning Act Rules (NJ.AC. 7:38-2.3); and 

WHEREAS, all forestry activities conducted on public or private lands in accordance \vith 
an approved Forest Plan are exempt from the Freshwater Wetlands Protection Act (N .J.S.A. 13 :9B-
4 ): and 

\VHEREAS, all forestry activities conducted 011 public or private lands in accordance with 
an approved Forest Plan and the New Jersey Forestry and Wetlands Best Management Practices 
Manual (BMP Manual), are exempt via Pem1it-by-rulc 26 from the Flood Hazard Arca Control 
Act Rules (N.J.A.C. 7: 13-7.26); and 

\VHEREAS, the I ew Jersey Farmla11d Assessment Act of l 964 (Farmland Assess1nent 
Act: N.J.S.A. 54:4 et. seq.) permits v,;oodland owners to manage forests actively devoted to an 
agricultural or horticultural use under an approved Forest Plan to be assessed at their productivity 
value provided the resulting vvood products are sold to meet a minimum income requirement; and 

WHEREAS, the Nevv Jersey Forest Stewardship Program (Forest Stewardship Progrnm; 
N.J.S.A. 13: I L-31) permits woodland owners to actively manage their forests under an approved 
forest stewardship plan to receive farmland assessment without an income requirement; and 

WHEREAS, the Ne\.v Jersey State Forest Action Plan identifies the Farmland Assessment 
Act and Forest Ste\vardship Program as impona11t for promoting sustainable forest mc1nage111e11t. 
preventi11g conversion of forest to development, and conserving forests for water quality, wildlife 
habitat. and recreational opportunities; and 
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