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Governor Phil Murphy

In

2021 State of the State Address, Governor

Murphy Reaffirms Commitment to Leading
New Jersey Through the COVID-19 Pandemic
and Building a Stronger, Fairer, and More
Resilient Economy for All

01/12/2021

TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy today aired his third State of the State Address from Trenton. Governor Murphy
highlighted accomplishments from his first three years in office and reaffirmed his commitment to leading New
Jersey through the COVID-19 public health crisis and improving the lives of New Jersey’s families. Due to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the address was pre-recorded without an audience at the Patriots Theater at the
Trenton War Memorial and streamed on the Governor’s official social media channels.

“Although wounded deeply, we enter 2021 tougher than ever, wiser than before, and ready to move forward
together,” said Governor Murphy. “Despite the ongoing pandemic, our mission of making New Jersey a stronger
and fairer state for every family has not changed. We're proving that the best way to beat COVID-19 is by leaning in
to smart investments with a forward-looking, principled vision for the future. Our priorities for the year ahead focus
on the public health challenges at hand, while charting a path forward to build a stronger, fairer, and more resilient
economy that works for every New Jersey family.”

In his address, the Governor highlighted some of the accomplishments from his first three years in office, including:

Establishing an increase in the minimum wage to $15 an hour, giving more than one million families a
stronger foothold in the middle class, and allowing those who aspire to enter the middle class the means to
do so;

Ensuring tax fairness through a millionaire’s tax, easing the property tax burden on middle-class families
and seniors, and doing more to help fund our public schools;

Passing earned sick leave and expanding paid family and medical leave;

Making high quality education more available and affordable to all with continued investments in pre-K
and tuition-free community college;

Moving toward full funding of our schools by restoring more than $750 million in direct classroom funding
since 2018;

Enacting sweeping and fundamental reforms to New Jersey’s incentives program that will fuel job-
creating small businesses and innovative startups;

Restoring safety, service, and reliability to NJ TRANSIT by completing the federally mandated Positive
Train Control technology and the hiring of engineers, conductors, and bus operators;

Cementing New Jersey as the nation’s offshore wind-energy leader with the creation of the New Jersey
Wind Port and new manufacturing facility at the Paulsboro Marine Terminal, both of which will bring
thousands of good-paying union jobs and hundreds of millions of dollars in new investments; and,
Reducing health care costs and eliminating surprise medical bills through our state-run health care
exchange and the creation of the Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency.

Governor Murphy also emphasized the following priorities for the coming year as part of his State of the State
address:

Continuing our statewide COVID-19 vaccination program and vaccinating every willing New Jersey adult
resident;

Supporting small businesses and innovative startups to promote good-paying, future focused jobs to
build New Jersey’s economy;

Solidifying New Jersey’s bridge and tunnel infrastructure along the Northeast Corridor through
improvement projects at the Portal North Bridge and working with President-elect Biden to fund the Gateway
Program and build new tunnels under the Hudson River;

Building our clean energy economy by bringing together stakeholders to assess New Jersey'’s needs and
develop a robust and equitable green jobs workforce development strategy;

Codifying a woman's full reproductive rights into state law;

Transforming our justice system to eliminate the root causes of systemic racism and make New
Jersey'’s criminal justice system more transparent and fair;

Expanding access to democracy by enacting early, in-person voting;

Ensuring our students have the academic, digital, and social-emotional support needed as we emerge
from the COVID-19 pandemic;

Easing the burden of working parents by building out a robust and affordable child care support system;
Improving our overall healthcare system to make it more transparent, more accessible, and more
affordable;

Instituting comprehensive ethics reforms to ensure transparency and accountability across government;
and,

Expanding opportunities for safe and affordable housing by providing assistance to New Jersey's renters
and homebuyers, and giving renters impacted by the pandemic up to 30 months to make up for back rent.

For text of the Governor's full address as delivered, click here
(https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20210112/79/50/83/4e/f0595a544e4cda4f5b31e440/2021_State_of_the_State_Address.pdf).

For the State of the State introduction video, click here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gevwMXicsbM&feature=youtu.be).

For the biographies and headshots of the New Jerseyans featured in the State of the State video, click here
(https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/rem22d/nrddit/b64e5m__;!'J30X0ZrnC10QtbAlhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gevwMXicsbM&feature=youtu.be$).

For pool photography of the Governor’s address by Ed Murray of NJ Advance Media, click here
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy/).

Governor Phil Murphy

Back
to top


https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20210112/79/50/83/4e/f0595a544e4cda4f5b31e440/2021_State_of_the_State_Address.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gevwMXicsbM&feature=youtu.be
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.e2ma.net/click/rem22d/nrddit/b64e5m__;!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gevwMXicsbM&feature=youtu.be$
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy/

Home (/governor/) Key Initiatives Social Statewide
Economy & Jobs Facebook

(/governor/initiatives/#Econortiyitps://www.facebook.com/gbvkH@iphilmurphy/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy

(/governor/admin/about/) Education Twitter (Ihwww.nj.gov)

Lt Governor Sheila Oliver (/governor/initiatives/#Educat(biips://twitter.com/GovMurph§grvices A to Z

i Ui .nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alph html
(/governor/admin/It/) Environment Instagram (/lwww.nj.gov/nj/govinjgov/alphaserv.html)

(/governor/initiatives/#Enviror(irteps)//www.instagram.com/ddspastprgnfs/Agencies
Health Snapchat (/lwww.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)

First Lady Tammy Snyder

Murphy
(/governor/admin/fl/) (/governor/initiatives/#Health)https://www.snapchat.com/af&@gilmurphy)

Cabinet Law & Justice YouTube (/lwww.nj.govl/faqs/)

(/governor/admin/cabinet/) (/governor/initiatives/#Justicghttps://www.youtube.com/njgeostaststfice)

Office of Health Care Transportation Contact Us (II\vaw.nj.gc.zvlnjlfeedback.html)
Affordability and (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation) Privacy Notice

Scheduling Requests . L
(/lIwww.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Transparency News & Events (/govemor/contact/scheduIin({/&

) ) gal Statement &
(/governor/adm|n/affordabIehs?étggﬂre%lgggg.shtml)

Contact Us ) .
Disclaimers

Boards, Commissions & (/governor/news/news/56202@,grpmmmd¢oemtamh)ve.shtw}

?N Injll I.html
Authorities ww.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Photos

Accessibility Statement

(/governor/admin/bca/) (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Internship Opportunities Public Addresses

(/govemor/admin/intemShip'SOEBOemor/news/addresses)
Governor’s Residence -

(/lImww.nj.gov/njlaccessibility.html)

Executive Orders

Drumthwacket (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

(http://drumthwacket.org/)  administrative Orders
(/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments

(/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent

Appointments

(/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on

Legislation
(/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)
Administration Reports
(/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)
Transition Reports
(/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits

(/governor/news/press)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023

(//nj.gov/opra/) Office of Go:—ern(t)r PC:\‘ JB(:)); 22;
renton,

609-292-6000

(https://my.state.nj.us/openam/Ul/Login) (https://tech.nj.gov/)


https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fl/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562022/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/

