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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

DATE February 11,1999 

TO 	 Michele K. Guhl 
Commissioner (Vl 

FROM 	 David C. Heins 
Director 

SUBJECT 	 CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS 

Attached please find CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS for November 1998. 
Included are TANF-oriented data, and the WFNJ Statistical Summary. Some 
items of interest include: 

• 	 The TANF caseload continues to decline. Since January of 1998 there has 
been a decrease of 20%. 

• 	 Food Stamp households also continue to decline. Since January of 1998 
there has been a 9.6% decrease. 

• 	 Due to manual reporting from a number of municipalities, General Assistance 
case load numbers are not as current as TANF and Food Stamp data. The 
most current caseload data, July 1998, shows a decrease of 1.9% from 
January of 1998. 

Should you have any questions regarding this report, please do not hesitate to 
call me. 

DCH:kas:s 

Attachments 
C Keogh 

Office of the Deputy Commissioner 
F acciarossa 
Tencza 
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Highlights of CURRENT PROGRAM STATISTICS 

TANF (Tables 1 and 5, Graphs 1 and 4) 

[The number of single parent families is reduced by the number of companion cases listed for payment 
on the source table FF-012, to avoid double counting.] 

As of the end of November 1998,65,768 eligible families in New Jersey were receiving TANF 
cash assistance: 

• 63,944 single head of household families 

• 1824 two-parent families. 

In addition, there were about 6800 families receiving Medicaid Only assistance. 

The largest number of TANF families receiving cash assistance, by county: 

Essex - 20,635, Hudson -10,885, Camden -7,004, Passaic - 4,896, Union - 4,052 

The number of TANF cash assistance farrlilies in the other 16 counties ranged from: 
• 50 families in Hunterdon County to 2,973 in Mercer County, 


with seven counties below 1000 families 


More than 1100 fewer eligible TANF families were receiving cash assistance in November 1998 than 
in October, with a decline of 34,700, or 34.5 percent, compared to the number of AFDC families re
ceiving cash assistance two years ago in November 1996. 

• 	 Single head families: almost 1000 fewer were eligible in November 1998 than in October, and 
31,400 below two years ago in November 1996, a drop of 33 percent. 

• 	 Two parent families: declined by 3300 or 64 percent from about 5100 in November 1996. 

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 	 (Tables 2 and 6, Graphs 2, 5, and 6) 

At the end of October 1998, 165,000 households were authorized to participate in the Food Stamp 
Program. 

• 	 TANF: about 69,000 households with 222,000 persons. 

• 	 Other low income: close to 94,000 households with 143,000 persons. 

• 	 Total persons: about 365,000, including 173,000 adults and 192,000 children 

• 	 By County: almost 50 percent of the households were in: Essex 42,800 


Hudson 22,300 


Camden 15,500 
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Two years ago in November 1996, 210,700 households were authorized to participate in Food 
Stamps in New Jersey. Over the next two years the number declined by more than 48,000, or 
22.8 percent, to 162,600 by November 1998, the 4th consecutive month below 170,000 this year. 

• 	 TANF(FS) households steadily declined from about 100,000 in November 1996 to about 69,000 two 
years later. There were 110,000 Other Low Income households in November 1996 and less than 
94,000 two years later. 

• 	 Total FS Recipients Authorized to Participate: were 484,000 in November 1996, and declined 
to 365,000 by November 1998, a drop of 119,000, or almost 25 percent. 

• 	 Adult FS Recipients: declined from about 232,800 in November 1996 to 173,500 in November 
1998, a drop of 59,300 (25.5 percent). 

• 	 Recipient FS Children: also declined by about 60,000 (23.7 percent), from about 252,000 in No
vember 1996 to 192,000 in November 1998. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 	 (Tables 3, 7 and 9, Graphs 3, 7 and 9) 

In November 1998 Emergency Assistance (EA) payments were made for 2,030 eligible TANF fami
lies and 196 SSI recipients in New Jersey. For TANF families this included payments for: 

• 	 Terrlporary Rental Assistance (TRA) for 473 families 

• 	 Motel placements for 216 families and emergency shelter placements for 216 families 

• 	 All other TANF-EA for 1125 families (including back rent, back utilities, security deposits, furnish
ings, clothing and food allowance, or transitional housing) 

• 	 685 families in Essex County, 215 in Passaic County, and less than 200 TANF families in each 
of the other counties. 

In the past two years, the average number of EA payments for TANF/AFDC families was about 
4750 in 1996, 3550 for 1997, and 2500 for the first eleven months of 1998. Payments were made 
for half as many families in November 1998 as in November 1996. 

• 	 TRA payments were less than one third of the number in November 1996 . 

• 	 Motel payments declined by 9 percent from 237 in November 1996. 

• 	 Emergency Shelter payments declined by about 27 percent from 294 in November 1996. 

• 	 Other TANF-EA payments declined by 44 percent from 2021 in November 1996. 

For 1996 there were an average of 6800 GA EA recipients, 6700 for 1997, and 6300 for the first 
seven months of 1998. Of those, GA TRA payments were made to an average of 4100 recipients 
in 1996, and 4000 in 1997 and 3800 in the first seven months of 1998. 
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TANF PARTICIPATION RATES 	 (Table 8, Graph 8) 

(Not updated) 

The TANF participation rate for September 1998 was 28.670/0 for the State as a whole. This is 

an increase of about 1.5 percentage points from August 1998. 


Participation rates by county: 

• 	 Three counties, Essex, Gloucester,and Mercer, were between 22 and 25 percent. 

• 	 Eight counties, Atlantic, Camden, Cape may, Hudson, Hunterdon, Ocean, Union and Warren, 
were clustered between 28 and 32 percent. 

• 	 Six counties, Bergen, Burlington, Cumberland, Middlesex, Morris, and Passaic, were be
tween 33 and 36 percent. 

• 	 The four highest counties were Monmouth, Salem, Somerset and Sussex, which ranged from 41 
to 45 percent. 

GENERAL ASSISTANCE 	 (Table 9, Graph 9) 

There were 26,472 GA recipients in July 1998, about 1000 less than June 1998. The GA total 
was about 2300 below July 1997 and about 4400 below July 1996. 

• 	 There were about 16,400 Employable GA recipients in July 1998. The level remained around 
20,000 from June 1996 through April 1997, and less than 18,000 since July 1997. 

• 	 With about 10,100 in July 1998, Unemployable GA recipients remained in the 10,000 to 11,000 
range over the past two years. 

CHILD SUPPORT AND PATERNITY 	 (Table 10) 

In FFY 1998, October 1997 - September 1998, the total distribution of collections of the Child 
Support and Paternity Program was $621.6 million, compared to less than $593 million in FFY 
1997, October 1996 - September 1997. 
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Table 1 NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS AND TERMINATIONS DURING REPORT MONTH, AND 
TANF NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE FAMILIES RECEIVING TANF AT END OF REPORT MONTH 
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Note: The number of single parent families is reduced by the number of companion 
20,635 cases listed for payment on the source table FF-012, to avoid double counting. 
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