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Governor Phil Murphy

ICYMI: Attorney General Platkin Leads
Challenge to Unconstitutional Trump Executive
Order Ending Birthright Citizenship

As President Trump Issues Order Ending Birthright Citizenship, New Jersey Leads 18 States in Defending Basic
Constitutional Rights for All Americans

TRENTON – Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin today announced he is leading a challenge to President Donald
Trump’s executive order ending birthright citizenship, which violates the constitutional rights to which all children
born in the United States are entitled.

“President Trump’s attempt to unilaterally end birthright citizenship is a flagrant violation of our Constitution,” said
Attorney General Platkin. “For more than 150 years, our country has followed the same basic rule: babies who are
born in this country are American citizens. New Jersey is a proud state of immigrants, and we benefit tremendously
from the contributions of birthright citizens—in our state and across the country. State Attorneys General have been
preparing for illegal actions like this one, and today’s immediate lawsuit sends a clear message to the Trump
Administration that we will stand up for our residents and their basic constitutional rights.”

“The Constitution could not be more clear: citizenship of children born in the United States does not depend on the
citizenship of their parents. That principle is fundamental to who we are as a nation and what it means to be an
American,” said Governor Phil Murphy. “Yesterday’s announcement about birthright citizenship flouts the Constitution
and will needlessly harm families who are lawfully present in the United States until it is inevitably overturned by the
courts. We will not waver in our efforts to protect the rights of all who call New Jersey home.”

“The Trump administration's proposal to deny children born in this country citizenship is not only cruel, it goes
against our very foundation as Americans,” said Human Services Commissioner Sarah Adelman. “Here in New
Jersey, we take pride in our diversity and understand the role immigration has played in shaping our country. We will
not let this go without a fight, and I am proud to stand with Governor Murphy and Attorney General Platkin to defend
the rights of all Americans.”

President Trump issued an executive order Monday fulfilling his repeated promise to end birthright citizenship, in
violation of the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution and Section 1401 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act.

To stop the President’s unlawful action, which violates the Constitution and will harm hundreds of thousands of
American children, 18 states, the District of Columbia and one city are suing in the District of Massachusetts to
invalidate the executive order and to enjoin any actions taken to implement it. The states request immediate relief to
prevent the President’s Order from taking effect through both a Temporary Restraining Order and a Preliminary
Injunction.

As the Attorney General’s filing today explains, birthright citizenship dates back centuries—including to pre-Civil War
America. Although the Supreme Court’s notorious decision in Dred Scott denied birthright citizenship to the
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descendants of slaves, the post-Civil War United States adopted the Fourteenth Amendment to protect citizenship for
children born in the country. As the Attorney General’s filing also explains, the U.S. Supreme Court has twice upheld
birthright citizenship, regardless of the immigration status of the baby’s parents.

If allowed to stand, this Order—for the first time since the Fourteenth Amendment was adopted in 1868—would mean
thousands of babies born each year in New Jersey who otherwise would have been citizens will no longer enjoy the
privileges and benefits of citizenship.

The children who are stripped of their United States citizenship lose their most basic rights, and will be forced to live
under the threat of deportation. They will lose eligibility for a wide range of federal services and programs. They will
lose their ability obtain a Social Security number and, as they age, to work lawfully. And they will lose their right to
vote, serve on juries, and run for certain offices. Despite the Constitution’s guarantee of citizenship, thousands of
children will—for the first time—lose their ability to fully and fairly be a part of American society as a citizen with all its
benefits and privileges.

In addition to harming hundreds of thousands of residents, the States’ filing explains that today’s order significantly
harms the States themselves too. Among other things, this Order will cause the States to lose federal funding to
programs that they administer, such as Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and foster care and
adoption assistance programs, which all turn at least in part on the immigration status of the resident being served.
States will also be required—on no notice and at their considerable expense—to immediately begin modifying their
operation and administration of benefits programs to account for this change, which will impose significant burdens
on multiple agencies that operate programs for the benefit of the States’ residents. The States’ filing explains that
they should not have to bear these dramatic costs while their case proceeds because the Order is directly
inconsistent with the Constitution, the Immigration and Nationality Act, and two U.S. Supreme Court decisions.

In New Jersey, this matter is being handled by Solicitor General Jeremy Feigenbaum, Deputy Solicitor General
Shankar Duraiswamy, and Deputy Attorneys General Viviana Hanley, Shefali Saxena, and Elizabeth Walsh.

States joining Attorney General Platkin in today’s filing include California, Massachusetts, Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Rhode
Island, Vermont, and Wisconsin, as well as the District of Columbia and the City of San Francisco.

View complaint here (https://www.nj.gov/oag/newsreleases25/2025-0121_Birthright-Citizenship-Complaint.pdf). 

Governor Phil Murphy

Home (/governor/)

Administration

Governor Phil Murphy (/governor/admin/about)

Lt. Governor Tahesha Way (/governor/admin/lt)

In memoriam of Lt. Governor Sheila Y. Oliver (/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver)

Senior Staff (/governor/admin/staff)

Cabinet (/governor/admin/cabinet)

Office of Climate Action and the Green Economy (/governor/climateaction/)

Office of Equity (/governor/admin/equity/)

Office of Health Care Affordability and Transparency

(/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml)

Boards, Commissions & Authorities (/governor/admin/bca)

https://www.nj.gov/oag/newsreleases25/2025-0121_Birthright-Citizenship-Complaint.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/oag/newsreleases25/2025-0121_Birthright-Citizenship-Complaint.pdf
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt-sheila-y-oliver
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/staff
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/cabinet
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/climateaction/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/equity/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/affordablehealthcare/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/bca


New Jersey Puerto Rico Commission (https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/)

Internship Opportunities (/governor/admin/internship.shtml)

Governor's Fellows Program (/governor/admin/fellows)

Governor's Residence - Drumthwacket (http://drumthwacket.org/)

Key Initiatives

News & Events

Economy & Jobs (/governor/initiatives/#Economy)

Education (/governor/initiatives/#Education)

Environment (/governor/initiatives/#Environment)

Health (/governor/initiatives/#Health)

Law & Justice (/governor/initiatives/#Justice)

Transportation (/governor/initiatives/#Transportation)

Press Releases (/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml)

Photos (https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy)

Public Addresses (/governor/news/addresses)

Executive Orders (/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html)

Administrative Orders (/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml)

Direct Appointments (/governor/news/appointments)

Advice and Consent Appointments (/governor/news/acappointments)

Statements on Legislation (/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml)

Administration Reports (/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml)

Transition Reports (/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml)

Press Kits (/governor/news/press)

Social

Contact Us

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/GovMurphy)

Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/)

Snapchat (https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy)

YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice)

Scheduling Requests (/governor/contact/scheduling/)

Contact Us (/governor/contact/all/)

https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://www.nj.gov/puertoricocommission/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/internship.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/fellows
http://drumthwacket.org/
http://drumthwacket.org/
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Economy
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Education
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Environment
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Health
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Justice
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/initiatives/#Transportation
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562024/approved/news_archive.shtml
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://www.flickr.com/photos/govmurphy
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/approved/eo_archive.html
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/ao/approved/ao_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/appointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/acappointments
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/statements/approved/statements_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/adminreports/approved/archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/reports/approved/reports_archive.shtml
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://nj.gov/governor/news/press
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://www.facebook.com/governorphilmurphy/
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://twitter.com/GovMurphy
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.instagram.com/govmurphy/
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.snapchat.com/add/philmurphy
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://www.youtube.com/njgovernorsoffice
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/scheduling/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/
https://nj.gov/governor/contact/all/


Statewide

NJ Home (//www.nj.gov)

Services A to Z (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html)

Departments/Agencies (//www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/)

FAQs (//www.nj.gov/faqs/)

Contact Us (//www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html)

Privacy Notice (//www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html)

Legal Statement & Disclaimers (//www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html)

Accessibility Statement (//www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html)

 (//nj.gov/opra/)

 (https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login)

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2025
Office of Governor PO Box 001

Trenton, NJ 08625
609-292-6000

(https://tech.nj.gov/)

https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/faqs/
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://tech.nj.gov/
https://tech.nj.gov/

