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NJ Labor Dept.: Jobless Workers Have
Received $23.4B in COVID-Related Benefits

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 25, 2021

TRENTON - The New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development has
distributed $23.4 billion in unemployment benefits to more than 1.5 million claimants during
the COVID-19 pandemic, including $514 million last week alone.

The Department recorded 10,776* new unemployment claims last week — 787 fewer than the
week prior, for a week-over-week drop of 7 percent. This is the lowest weekly total of new
claims since mid-March of last year. However, the total number of initial unemployment claims
received since that time tops 2 million**, more than at any other point in history.

“As this pandemic continues to be felt by workers across the state, we have maximized our
resources to serve those in need,’ said Labor Commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo.

“Our Department has tripled the number of staff supporting unemployment, and we continue
to hire new employees to meet the historic volume of long-term claims. As public servants,
our only mission is to get the most money to the most eligible residents in the shortest
amount of time."

The Department also continues to urge Congress to pass an extensive, new rescue and
recovery bill before March 13, when the current pandemic unemployment benefits run
out. States need time to program in the new provisions so there is no lapse in benefits for
claimants who are depending on this partial, temporary income replacement.

Here are the week-by-week totals of new unemployment claims:
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As of the latest reporting, more than $33 billion in
unemployment benefits have been sent to Garden
State workers. With federal benefits set to expire
on September 4, we encourage everyone to check
your email and visit MyUnemployment.nj.gov for
updates and available resources.
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Weekly totals of new unemployment claims

WEEK ENDING:
March 21 155,815
March 28 206,253
April 4 214,836
April 11 141,420
April 18 140,139
April 25 71,966
May 2 88,326
May g 69,689
May 16 42,365
May 23 34,410
May 30 26,752
June 6 23,166
June 13 26,93
June 20 33,004
June 27 27,965
July 4 47,391
July 25 16 5?§8'063
August 1 !
August 8 J48e
August 15 25405
August 22 20,175
August 29 22-21;33
September 5 +
September 19 '
September 26 27,168 TOTAL: 2,023,953
October 3 23,607
October 10 29,029
October 17 28,669
October 24 27,201
October 31 24,690
November 7 20976
November 14 12,986
November 21 12,182
November 28 13,542
December 5 17,023
December 12 16,368
December 19 17,611
December 26 20,460
January 2 20986
January 9 21,833
January 16 16,768
January 23 16,618
January 30 14,606
February 6 16,192
February 13 11,563
February 20 10,776 | | | | |
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Here is the breakdown of weekly benefits payments to eligible New Jersey workers:
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Weekly breakdown of payments (in millions)
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March 21 547.4 MA MA MA MA MNA NA
$57.9 NA NA NA NA NA NA
April 4 $89.8 MA NA NA MA MNA [ MA
§140.7 $154.8 MA MA MA MA NA
April 18 8179.7 $238.8 NA NA MA NA | NA
April 25 §211.1 $296.3 MA MA MA NA NA
May 2 5171.7 5201.1 MA 5271 MHA MA | MA
§244.7 $502.4 MA $51.6 MA NA NA
$239.7 $414 NA $55.6 NA MA | NA
5236.2 5506.9 NA $112.3 NA MA MA
May 30 §242.7 $553.5 NA $87.7 MA NA | MNA
§255.5 $635.2 HA £56.6 £56.6 WA MA
June 13 5244 5 $573.8 NA $60.7 $46.5 NA [ NA
June 20 5243-.§ SEIZE..'I- "H-.f;.. .$!.Il5.-f; S:i?.li ' r;l'a r-i-.q'
June 27 $240.4 $550.7 NA $73.5 $31.7 NA | NA
July 4 $202.9 $536.1 MA 7.7 s31.8 MA MA
July 11 $208.5 $521.3 NA $69.1 $24.4 $22 | NA
T July1@ $209.3 $524.5 NA $65.2 $22.7 $3.9 NA
July 25 §197.7 4526.2 MA 317 5257 4.8 [ MNA
August 1 5§192.1 55135 MA 5747 5337 56.5 MA
August 8 §202.6 $200.8 NA $86.1 $20 $6.2 | NA
August 15 5175 $95.3 MA §77.8 §23.7 7.1 MA |
5167.3 $70.3 NA 5521 5204 56.7 | NA
august29  [EAR $64.4 NA $79.7 $20.9 5§72 NA
September 5 5'129.3 éﬁm MA énu £20.7 58 [ MA
September 12 5152.9 5397 NA 5876 5212 587 MA
py—ry $137 $31.4 NA $85.3 $22.6 96 | NA
September 26 8127.2 835.5 MA 589.5 §525.5 5101 MA
Dctober 3 5111.9 5232 MA 5827 5338 510.4 | NA
October 10 3102.3 429 MA 89 5454 N3 [ MA
October 17 8885 520.5 NA $84.5 $50.8 $11.8 | NA
October 24 $81.7 $18.2 NA $85.3 $56,2 §12.5 51,146,5
October 31 576.3 5168 MA $85.3 $58.3 5128 | 588.9
Movember 7 §72.5 $13.2 NA $83.2 $59.7 $12.8 A |
November 14 $68.2 $12.9 NA $85.1 $61.9 $136 | 8562 |
Movember 21 $65.6 $12.4 NA $85.6 $62.4 514.7 $33.3 |
November 28 563.1 $9 NA $83.9 $62.1 $13.5 | $1.3
December 5 561.1 516.2 MA $80.5 $59.1 $12.8 NA
_December 12 $66.1 $12.2 NA $91.6 $66.9 $167 | NA
December 19 561.3 $11.3 MA $86.3 $62.3 516 $19.4
December 26 552.4 58.2 NA §78.5 §50.3 §15.7 | NA
January 2 §52.9 $5.8 MA $85.9 $47.4 521 NA
January 9 $80 $7.8 NA $95.6 $57.1 $353 | NA
January 16 561.9 56.8 MA 587.9 540 §28.5 WA
_ January 23 $54.4 $5.5 5288.3 586.7 534 527.2 [ NA
5581 $6.6 162 586.5 531.5 272 MA
February 6 §55.2 $7.2 51595 5833 $27.7 s252 | NA
February 13 566.3 $73 5157 590.5 $108 5261 MA
February 20 562.3 55.6 52398 583.9 5987 5241 NA
i $6,566.6 $8,913.5 $1,006.6 $3.413.7 $1,659.1 54702 $1,345.6

BEMEFITS PAID

MA: Benefit not applicable during the indicated weeks.

PUA and PEUC were authorized by Congress under the CARES Act through Dec. 26, 2020, then
extended under the Continued Assistance to Unemployed Workers Act through March 13. The
maximum eligibility for PUA is now 57 weeks. PEUC now provides up to 24 weeks of
additional benefits to those who exhaust 26 weeks of state unemployment. Extended benefits
(EB) adds a final 20 weeks of benefits. The renewed FPUC benefit is a $300/week
unemployment supplement for anyone collecting unemployment in any amount; the original
program, which provided $600/week in supplemental benefits, expired in July. Lost Wages
Assistance (LWA) was funded by FEMA and provided six weeks of supplemental benefits to
people unemployed Aug. 1 through Sept. 5, 2020 due to COVID.

For more information on state or federal unemployment programs,
visitmyunemployment.nj.gov.

Visit New Jersey's jobs portal here: jobs.covid19.nj.gov.

For national unemployment data, visit https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf.

For archived NJ claims data, visit https://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp.



https://www.nj.gov/labor/assets/images/press/pb225.jpg
https://www.nj.gov/labor/lwdhome/press/2021/jobs.covid19.nj.gov
https://www.dol.gov/ui/data.pdf
https://oui.doleta.gov/unemploy/DataDashboard.asp

*This represents the final number for the week ending Feb. 20. The number listed for New Jersey by the US

Department of Labor — 10,029 - is based on advanced reporting.

**This number includes 230,724 claims that have been reopened by residents who returned to unemployment

after a period of employment within a calendar year, as well as claims that later turned out to be fraudulent.
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