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Governor Phil Murphy

Statement from Governor Murphy on the
Death of Supreme Court Associate Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg

“Justice Ginsburg was a woman whose career became an inspiration to countless young women and girls
across our nation, and around the globe.

“Justice Ginsburg dedicated her life and career not only to the premise of equal justice and equity under the
law, but also to the most basic premise that, regardless of gender, or race, or religion, or orientation, or
identity, or nationality and ethnic heritage, we all must commit to fight for the things that we care about.

“Before she became a national figure, she was a pioneering professor at Rutgers-Newark School of Law, and
her time there would correspond with an influx of women into the law school, where, no doubt, she would
greatly influence them and their careers. She was a tireless advocate at the ACLU, fighting for gender equality
at the Women’s Rights Project.

“In her final years at Rutgers, she served as the advisor to the Women’s Rights Law Review – and, in the
words of a former editor, ‘She went where other people wouldn’t go. She took a leap. Once she came on
board, everything fell into place. We felt empowered.’

“For nearly three decades, we have been treated to Justice Ginsburg’s singular expertise. We have been made
a better nation, and a better people, through her reasoned approach and sharp-minded opinions.

“Justice Ginsburg summed up her life’s principles the following way: ‘Fight for the things that you care about,
but do it in a way that will lead others to join you.’ For those who study the law, even her dissents have moved
the law in the right direction.

“My sincere hope is that her life and work continue to draw good people, with true and honest intentions to
move us forward, to careers in the law and the pursuit of justice.

“Last year, I had the distinct honor of presenting Justice Ginsburg with The Golden Pea on behalf of
MARCHENLAND Berlin. Tammy and I, and our daughter, Emma, will never forget the time she spent with us.
She was an American icon.”
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