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eepoets op the best

SERMONS, LECTURES, ORATIONS, ETC ’
Twelve Numbere, $1 SO; Single Numbers, is Cents.

SI'?!?thus retaining their freshness and personaHti Vv t^eir lips;
shown the work. The successive nuKrwf fhp If bLn '
^pn^V ^ ^ found • out of the Discourses i
elect ten each year. “ >^be many reported, we hope to '| SIGi^S OF PROMISE:'T

NUMBERS ALREADY PUBIISlTPTi
2:4™1fuSfoK AMUSE.MENT. by Eev T L Ccv..h '

Libber, Bache, and Guyot ^ George Bancroft, Rev.
7.-COJriNG TO CHRIST, by Rev
8.-DANIEL WEBSTER, Oration '

Webster, at Boston.
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A THAKKSGIVnfe DISGOUBSE. *

I

Dr. Thompson, Profs. Agas.siz. j

at the inauguration of the
^NRY M. SCCDDER, D. H., M n

by Hon. Edward Everett, ’ 'I

statue ol

I0Rl)^fTTi"o7"wIl^lSoriRVTlr^^^ A..MS. H. H

-L^Srol: tvTv"-?5 -- -Q--.^rDHTS, by d.
Attend, ye Christian people, to the reading of the
proclamations in accordance with which we are here
assembled before God this day J

and Rev. John A. Todd.
inauguration of the

I

14.-SUCCESS OP OUR REPUBI u'
15 and 16.—(Two in one. 25 oentu i Wrr«'tp»Tc i

’ly J. H. SlDDONS.
Rev. Henry W. Bellows,

!" '^“'y I860-
'i on the

tl

nr, IV,*" pleased Almighty Grod to prolong our national life

another year, defending us with His guardian caT
unfriendly designs from abroad, and vouchsafing to us in His

S?n household of our
“ It has also.pleased our Heavenly Father to favor nc ne

well our citizens in their homes as our soldiers in their

HehaskS and seas, with unusual health.^ largely augmented our free population bv eman
cipation and by immigration, while He has opened S

sources of Wealth, and has crowned the labor of our
Z*eLT “ Mbstrywithabnu-
ourSrS'dlL* S
tion sufflcieut for the great trial of ofvif ® ’ ‘‘
have been brought by our adherence,

oftl^ D^?ed Ij^he Reverend John BodiT^ThT^son Pastor

BrnRCE rtiT V" WEBSTER’S SPEECR Boston. July ,
f ORCE BILL, aud JACKSON’S PROOLAJIATION t7lp^?b^o '® States Senate

^ 21 “a'^zl-tTTfn^oL^Tceli^r'pTtl^^ Motley,
^hwaud Rverett. ^^iUFSTIONS OF THE DAY.”
23.-PROVIDEa\CE in THE WAR • A TBn i • •
21.—THE SOUTHERN RFKFT t by theRev t* n t?

againstJ

Edward Everett. the day.'
23.-PROVIDENCE IN THE WAR • A Ti, i • -
24.-THE SOUTHERN REBELLION, and tbp »^y‘»eEev.

The great oration of

CIPATION OR CONP~ISOATION"'by ^H®"wAR°N^OT°MR'''pvi'^^°
Itaveav, rne o„a»eK.sr„ri

■S-SStok SLUoftI ?”■''"™ r-

rrSTo“s‘"orp!:k's“^^^^^^^ ' “• <■'•!..

=a-..sio«3 o/ProSa"." •- “™.

new

H.
tl

I

war into which we •
as a nation, to the
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2 SIGNS OF PEOMISE :
A THANKSGIVING DISCOUESE.

assemble jii their .usual places of public worship, to give
thanks to Almighty God for the many blessings vouehsSfed
to us during the past year; and in prayer humbly to suppli-

restored, and^the
lawful authority of the Government be reestablished; and

o the merits of Him
who IS the Mediator and Saviour of mankind,
twelft^rl Trenton, the
fou?^^ of November, a.d. eighteen hundred and sixty-

Toel Parker.

,3
cause of freedom and humanity, and to afford to us reason

able hopes of an ultimate and happy deliverance from all
our dangers and afflictions.

TT therefore, I, Abraham Lijtcoln, President of the
United States, do hereby appoint and set apart the hsi

IhuTsday %n November next as a day which I desire to be

.observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever they may be
a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to Almighty God, the

. Henencent Creator and Euler of the Universe; and I further

recommend to my fellow-citizens aforesaid that, on that

occasion, they do reverently humble themselves in the dust

and from thence offer penitent and fervent prayers and sup
plications to the Grekt Dispenser of events for a return of

the inestimable blessings of peace, union, and harmony,
throughout the land which it has pleased Him to assign as

a dwelhng-place for ourselves and for our posterity through
out all generations. , ^
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and

caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.
A /"k Hone at the City of Washington, this twentieth
day of October, in the year of otir Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-four, and of the Independence of the

United States the eighty-ninth.

r*.

‘ Sing aloud unto God our strength;
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob,
lake a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel.
The pleasant harp with the psaltery.
Blow up the trumpet in the new moon.
In the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.

I or this was a statute for Israel,
And a law of the God of Jacob,
^is he ordained in Joseph for a testimony
When he went out through the land of Egypt •
Where I heard a language that I understood

1 removedhis shoulderfrom the burden’.
His hands were delivered from the pots. ^
Thou calledst in trouble—and I delivered thee •
I answered thee in the secret place of thunder-’
I proved thee,at the waters of Meribah.* Selah.”t

^ Blessed is tlie people whose princes revere the liy-
ing (xod who ruleth in the kingdom of men He
removeth kings and setteth up kings. He iiido-eth

^ powers that be are ordamed ■
- ot Hod The nations of tie earth are accountable to
Hod Individuals receive in the future world
wards or punishments according to the deeds done in

. body, but nahons have no hereafter. Hence the
Hod ot nations executes justice and judgment upon

Foi

Abraham Lincoln.

not.

' T wisdom has afflicted this nation With civil war.
It becomes us, as a people, reverently to humble ourselves
and asking forgiveness of the sins, which brought this great
calamity upon us, to pray that the remainder of wrath may
be restrained, and that the rod of our chastisement may
soon be removed.

But in the midst of deep affliction. We should not be un-

mindful of the numerous blessings that have been bestowed
md should offer fervent thanks to our Heavenly Bather for
His infinite rnercy.
. Impressed by these sentiments, and desiring publicly to

^cognise God as the Sovereign Euler of nations, I Joel
Parker^ Grovernor of the State of New Jersey (in accord-
-ance with the custom in this State), do hereby designate
>a,nd appoint the last Thursday of November, one thousand
■erght hundred and sixty-four, as a day of Thanksgivino- and

rrayer; and I do recommend to the people, on that day, to

re-

* Or strife. t Ps. Ixxxi. .1-7. '

I
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4 SIGNS OF PROMISE : A THANKSGIVING DISCOURSE. 6

them in this world according to that they have done,
, whether it be good or whether it be bad. It is pro
per and becoming, then, for us as a people to acknow
ledge the goodness of Him who hath not dealt so

- with any nation. He led our fathers by a way which
they knew not. When, persecuted for righteousness’
sake, they fled hither from the father-land, as to a city '
of refuge, God meant it for^ood. When the dra
gon persecuted the woman she fled into the wilder
ness, and there “ the earth helped the woman —
and not only the earth, but every creature of God,
according to His gracious plans for us. Through the
yesty waves of anarchy and revolution He brought
forth His people with a strong hand and mighty arm,
and established our goings, and set our feet upon a
rock, and hath not forsaken the seed of them that
feared Him. Patriotism and piety, then—the love
of country and the love of God—alike prompt to this
solemn act of thanksgiving and praise.

“ Let the people praise Thee, 0 Giod ;
Let all the people praise Thee.
Then shall the earth "yield her increase,

And Grod, even our own Grod, shall bless us.”

power. And such praises as we thus unitedly bring
to-day are pleasing to Him; for this was a statute
lor Israel :

This lie ordained in Jacob for a' testimony.”
We know, then, that such formal acts of national
thanksgmng are according to His will.

Especially have we in New Jersey cause for grati
tude that, while many thanksgiving proclamations
would be as appropriate to those who worship Boodli
or -orahm, ours recognise JehoVah-Jesus, our covenant
God and King. They exhort us to pray “ for the poor,
the sick, the neglected, the oppressed; for the diflfu-
sion of pure and undefiled religion, the only true safe

guard of Qur liberties ; and, above all, that each of us

by penitence and faith in the merits
ol the Hivme Redeemer to enjoy the blessed consum
mation of the Christian’s hope in heavenly rest.”*
Iheyrecommend us to “ofier united thanks toAl-
inighty God for His goodness to us, as manifested
(dl by the inestimable gift of His dear Son Jesus
Ghnst; for all the blessings of free salvation through
.Gim; tor the means of grace and the hope of glory ” f
And they beseech.us to “ ask forgiveness for all our
sms, through the merits of Him who is the Mediator
and Saviour of mankind.” :j:

“ Blessed is the people that is in such a case
Yea, happy is that nation whose Glod is the Lord.”

We do well, then, to cherish the pleasant associations
and sweet recollections which cluster round Thanks-
giving-day. The precious memories of our nation’s
birth and growth, as well as the blessings of the cur-
rent year, the savory joys of our childhood’s delight,

* Grov. Newell’s proclamation, 1859.
T Grov. Olden’s proclamation, 1862.
I Grov. Parker’s proclamation, 1864

c-5>

£ God doth bless us. Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us. He hath done us good, giving us rain from hea
ven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food

and gladness. And this day gladly, joyfully, as the
spirit of thanksgiviilg and praise worketh in our
hearts, forsaking and forgetting all the cares of life,
we meet in our solemn assembly, and, in manner and
form approved by our consciences, unite with each
other and with our fellow-citizens of other States in

giving thank-offerings and praise to Almighty God Jor
all temporal and spiritual gifts. The only praise that
God accepts is the willing praise of a grateful heart.
His people are free-will offerings in the day of His
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6 SIGNS OF PROMISE :
A THANKSGIVING DISCOURSE. 7

the feast of fat things, the flow of soul and the
soberer mirth of family unions round the festal board,
conspire to augment our joy.
Nor is this annual festivity,, nor the 'manner of its

observance, a thing of trifling import. It furnishes
an appropriate occasion for the pastor to teach, and

reflect upon the points where the
spheres of civil and religious duty touch each other.
And m these days, when godlessness decries the piety
that rules a rnau’s business and politics as well as his

babbath services, it is important to keep it continiu
ally before the mind that if there is any man whose
religion does not influence and regulate’ his politics,
t/iat man's Religion is 'oain. This day is an etficient
aid to govermnent; not only as affording opportu
nity for instruction and reflection respecting the ob

jects and nature of government, but also as freeing
men in degree from the fretfulness and insubordina
tion which the wearisomeness of daily toil tends to
produce. The humanizing effects of the rest and so
cial joy, and especially of the grateful devotion of
this day, are felt throughout the year. The Christ
tian moreover, rejoices in it as entitling the nation
to the fulfilment of the promise: “ Them that’ honor
me, X will honor,”—at the hand of Him who hath
said:

peace, union, and harmony throughout the land :
we have prayed that “the lawful authority of the
government ^may be reestablished,” and have asked
forgiveness tor all our sins through-the merits of
rlim who is the Mediator and Saviour of mankind
it but remains for us to '
blessings vouchsafed to
Besides God’s

. (I

give thanks for the many

during the past year.”
unspeakable gift—always the chief

cause for gratitude—and the ordinary blessings of
providence, we have specified four great causes for
thanksgiving this day:

us

I. We have to thank God for th& preservation of
.: our national ye. “ It has pleased Him to prolong
our n^ational life another year, defending us wuth His

guardian care against unfriendly designs from abroad,
and vouchsafing to us in His mercy many and signal
victories over the enemy who is of our own house-'

1; We have learned at last to acknowledge our
subjection to the God of nations. Formerly we
boasted in our own strength as in a God, and bmmed
incense to the net our own fingers had woven We
said m our hearts ’ ,

My good right hand, be thou my G-od! and sword
i hold, ye twain alone now favor me !”

Thou shalt rejoice in thy feast,—
Thou and thy son and thy'daughter,
Thy man-servant and thy maid-servant,
The Levite, and the stranger.
The fatherless and the widow
That are within thy gates.”

Who but remembers the fulsome flatteries with
w iich we nauseated ourselves on every recurrence
ot our national birthday ! Even where God was
acknowledged m words, how much more numerous
as well as sincere, were the words which we spake
ot our arms, our forces, pur resources—those very
arms, and forces, and resources which have sinc'e
been turned against us I We were proud of evCry
ing Aineiican. We boasted of pur patriotism,

In accordance with the proclamations of our Presi- -

dent^ and our Governor, we have, with reverent
humilit}^, been supplicating “ the Great Hispenser of

events for a return of the inestimable blessings of
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. (I
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our valor, our intelligence, our. religion ! We were
our'weaM ^ ^ utter onr delight at the increase ofourvealtli.^ . ^e said to the stranger, ‘‘at

1 great cities that have sprung up as if by inao-ic f

Look at our inland seas whitened with the S of '
countless ships where but recently die re^
lazily paddled his canoe! Look at this

railioads, the proof at once of
and

A THANKSGIVING DISCOUESE. 9

more choose the Sabbath for reviews
and battles. The hearts of the Christian people of
tbe land do not go so strongly after their “covetous
ness which is idolatry.” Our treasure has melted
away in^ war, and we have learned that “ a man’s
nte consisteth not in the abundance of the things that
if P^®®®®®cth.” Our boasted strength has died with
the thousands whom we loved; and we have learned
to say: “The Lord reigneth!” “When He slew
them, then they sought Him.” Happy is that people
whom the Lord humbleth, that He may exalt them
in due season; “for whoni the Loed loveth He
corpcteth; even as a father the son in whom he
clelighteth. God is proving us at the waters of
Heribah. We have reason to thank Him for the
chastisement which is an evidence of His love. If it
had pleased the Lord to destroy us, then would he
not have brought us hitherto. Then would He have
left us to be tilled with our own devices. But
hath He chastened

man

vast network

1 i. , said, ‘My river is my own ’ we

took alorrs resources,’ and
benefth and ‘pr deep tiiat couclietli
neneath, and for the precious irnits brought forth by
the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the

fnd (• 1 ™ ‘ P precious things of the lastino- hills
Siererf ‘0011^'°"^ “'T
irnn n ^^id, our mountains of coal and
iron, our mmes of lead and of copper, of silver and

d ’ I?"' < the Mississippi yalley we
t e wolld. Think ot our endless variety of climate '

Behold our foreign commerce! Is not this great
Babylon that Z have, built, by the might of

majesfy?” And
while the word was yet in our mouths there fell

heaven, saying: “To thee it is spoken—
the kingdom is departed from thee !” HauDv we if
It be only till “seven times” pass over us^^/nd we
know that the Most High ruleth in the kino-dom of

men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will.
happy we that are learning this truth. We '
boast in our own strength. We no Ion
the Divine Government.
God. Our political
office men w

now

_ us for our good. His Spirit
accompanies His providence, and we recognise His
hand With reverence and humility vm-bless Him
this .^y for the chastisement that He has sent upon
us. From the very deep of our affliction do we
gather the first of our signs of promise for the
future.

2. “ He has defended

my

. - „ . His guardian care
against unfriendly designs from abroad.” Other
goveinments are looking upon us with jealous eyes,
ihey are ready to take advantage of any safe oppor
tunity to secure our destruction in the promotion of
their own interest. Shame to say, selfishness, with a

total disregard of the welfare of othei-s, is the pub
ic and avowed policy of most of the governments of
the civilized (!) world. And cunning enemies are
continually inciting other nations to hate us. But

Z Nay,
no longer

-- er ignore
_ Uur rulers acknowledge

parties nominate for hio-hest
G love to proclaim their trust in Him >

1*

it
li

I
ill 1 „
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dSti'if''' we have, thus far. been
hand fr ''■■'S’® « i'< a>e
> w v?T. ^ as the rivers of water ■He turnetli
it whithersoever He will.”

If it had not been the Lord who
JNow may Israel say,--
If it had not been the Lord who
When men rose up against us,—
^en they had swallowed us tip quick,
When their wrath was kindled against
Then the waters had bverwhelmed lis —
ihe stream had gone over our-soul,—’
■Elf a gone over our soul

The snare is broken, and we are escaped. ’
Sru of the Lord
W ho made heaven and earth 1

-A THAN-KSGIVING DISCOUESE. 11

then are they who attempt its destruction ioiniiiff
hands against God and man. Then do

“ The rulers take counsel together,
^ Against the Lord, and against H: _ ’

‘ Let us break their bands asunder,
And cast away their cords from us.’
mu sitteth in the heavens shall, laugh:
ihe Lord shall have them in derision.
Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath
And vex them in His sore displeasure. ’
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ;
Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.

is anointed, saying.
"Was oh our side,

■was on our side

us

From the time in which we began to call upon
God as a nation hath He helped us. On many a battle-
held^ whose name is the signal for joy too boisterous
tor the house ot God, on the broad savannahs, in the
deep valleys, on the mountain-tops, above the
clo.udsj, have our victorious lee-i
the foe who fled before them.

very

charged upon
„ , , ■ -'n all sides has the
rebellion been repressed, and through the midst
thereof our brave men are now ararchmg while the
enemy in vain essay to stop their course. Two-thirds
of the territory wrongfully seized has been rescued,
and to-day from the soil of every State from the
Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the lakes of the
T^lorth to the sunny Mexican sea, goes up the voice
of thanksgiving to Almighty God at the bidding
of.our Chief Magistrate. “He hath not dealt so
with any nation.” “Blessed is he who hath the God
of Israel for diis help; and whose hope the JLoed
IS!

or,?' vouchsafed to us in His mercy manv
and signal victones over the enemy who is^of our
own household.” We are siifi-ering from war Ai^^
It IS not an enemy that hath done t&s: then we could
W borne It. But it is our brethren. Wito otem

counsel together. To them
for the most part, we entrusted the management of
havpT?r^^-^ lifted up with p?-ide, they
have fallen into the condemnation of ^he devil Grown
rich and insolent on the labor of others, they
to subvert the very foundations of governi/ent that
they may make themselves princes in the e’arth’ FoJ
the accomplishment of this design they would destrov

bj preceding

ions

assume

. to Jibertr, to intolligenoe, S v5rtue 1
tUe^ gorei-nment of this nation I a blessing to the
world, if, It is^a blessing to God’s church, if i
on the cause of truth and righteousness ir

- II- We thank Him for /.eaM. “ It has pleased our
Heavenly Father ot favor us, as well our citizens
in their homes as our soldiers in their camps, and our

sailors on the rivers and seas, with unusual health ”

it helps
in the earth,

I
II
M
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afraid for the terror by niaht
Nor for the arrow that flieth by day,
Nor t' 5““'““ fbatwalketh n darkness
Nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.’

by *<> labor

xs.te.“r£^ !r -
t.:, S x-

. fty“ an^ STSiS f and humat,!
Christ, have bountiMi; S^dTeir" ee* " M®

Its pam, to pry ‘‘ God biSs tliose who tl'„rblLs „f r-

, health of *6 soul.'lLColher'Ln'rsf"haps, was ever such eare“a£ o? I’Cp o?® P®'''
And we shall show to-dav the demi o.ior '

A thanksgiving discouese. 13

counfiy more prosperous than now. ]^ew railroads
aie bringing distant places near to market, and alFoi-'d-
ing labor and bread to thousands of mouths. The dis
coveries of oil^ and of coal, as well as of gold and of

silver and of iron, are settling the forests and the
aeseits with those who now have bread enoueh and
to^spare, who before suffered from hung
ail floats the banner of freedom.

^ 2. Countless thousands who have suffered oppres
sion whose most arduous labor in their native lands
could scarce suffice to satisfy their hunger, are find-

on these shores both freedom and competence,
^ere iio one whom God blesses with health need lack
tor food and raiment. Hence, here they gather from
every soil and every dime. Notwithstanding the
drain caused by the war, we have two hundred and
ntty thousand more men, strong men of full age, to
day, than M^e had before tlie war began. And we

. fiave larffi enough for all who come. "They are wel
come. .Each adds to the producing power of our
country, as well as to tlie number of freemen in the
w«..rld. God hasten the time when all shall be free
enjoy the proper fruits of their labor!

3. He ^6’ hastening it. “ He has largely
mented oiir free population by emancipation.’ j
Hinr”^ order that men may be free to ser

(1.) He requires men to serve Him with all their
powers ceaselessly; and for such service He holds
each man accountable. It would seem, then, that
person onglit to have such authority over anotJier
as may prevent the use of all his powers in God’s
service, according to the judgment, of his own will.

^^^oney, should be
subject to his own control, that he may serve his God
theiewith. From these teachings of

'll

er; and oyer

to

anw-

He

gSAxsiX" 'ibrca'lalhy has largely aagiaeated err hhepeaillXS

industry with abundltTeward of

ve

.",1

ii

no

natural religion,i III

I .'!
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A THANKSGIVING DISCOUESE. 15

n chattel
Uod s rule over men.

Th?l-aHn " this,
ine luting pimeiple of its action is: “ Whatsoevpr

do to you; do ye everso
In f pretend to prefer slavery
so ^r^dm seUlestTauel^^^^
so tar as the principles of Christianity are concerned
The Millennial glory is to consist in the comn^ete
Chrkt y K of each man with the wfll of
Christ, evinced by each man’s living wholly for Christ*
and no one has ever had the inconsistency „ harf i
fb£,y ^ * die continuation of slavery duri
that period. The more rapidly the Church approached
that day, the more thoroughly the spirit of tL RppiI
pervades the members, the sooner will all that is in

in r pi’ofitable for us to look at this subiect
iwes/^f H the nations professing
l iotestant Christianity, we only hold slaves wf
y f The sentiment of the cWilized
^d Christian world has long been strong agaS t it
5 , u ?-r d. At least we have ifved the
results of it. We have loved the cheap cotton and
nee, and sugar, which were cheap because those
who laised them were robbed of-their earnings. -We
have loved the wealth and the honor which thesr
puichased for our nation; and we could not see the
iniquity as God sees it. We were' blinded by -
prejudices. We fawned upon those who revelled
in wealth obtained by oppression ; and all the while
the cries of those whose wages were kept back
entering into the ears of the Lord of sLaoth ’

slavery is opposed to God is teaching us.
habits of mind

He is showing us that the
... d body engendered by slaveholding

aie-inimical to free government; that they tend di
rectly towards aristocratic and monarchical views and'
customs ; that they enfeeble both mind and body,
encourage vice, dignify idleness, and bring destruc
tion in their train. He is enabling us to see that

^^d “freedom ”,are contradictory terms,
and that slavery is a curse to slaveholders and the
nation which they constitute.

(4.) It is true that much good hasheen accomplished
through slavery. Thousands on thousands are now
rejoicing before the throne of God, who, in their na
tive wilds, would never have heard of Jesus. But
It was none the less evil to enslave them. God
brought good out of the sale of Joseph by his bre
thren ; “ God mea/nt it for good but it was none the
less evil in them. The most wicked act the world
ever saw—the j'udicial murder of our Lord Jesus
Lhrist—was a

an

!I'

„ , of God’s plan for the redemption
OT the world; but it was none the less sin on the part
ot those who crucified the Lord of glory.

(5.) It is also true that most of the slaves of the
present day are not competent to use their freedom
aright; that most of them

i,U

were inherited by their
masters ; and that it would have been barbarous cru
elty to free them at once. They should, however,
have been regarded and treated as human,beings,
whose souls are equal in value to those of their masters.
Ihey should have been taught to labor and to think
intelligently, to read the word of God, that they
might know .and do His will. Many individuals,
^hristian and philanthropic men and women among
the slaveholders, did attempt, or at least allow this.
Ana blessed were the results where attempted. I
bless God for those who, not few in number, had the

our

were

But

i T
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!I'
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i,U
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moral courage to violate both law and .
sTt what'werrr''® the law of God:-Dut wRat were these amon^ so many f And thp

It was readSj perceived
"mna^br inteli^eLe is in
nnSi slavery; and many of the States
to I’ead^TCwr^l'^ ^ offence ot teach a slave
tL e Ln In 7 to reduce
level o?the hp« Possible to the
be beiV of Wd ^ that they should
oe Deasts of buiden to their masters. Studious care

'

was taken to prevent intellectual development He-
I gion of a certain hind waa enconrage^d-an .gno-
lant, blind, emotional religion—which mi-ht fare
the masters property, and, perhaps, salve Ids con
sciencB; but this was all. What ktod nf o
could it be without the I^lblp 2 pnd • obgion
to train their children fo. HiL Parents
the State*""'?'^ oMIdrei!'a? iu.'™ nthe States most sevei-ely punished by this war chil-
plin InTiGth’dm"
iN^ay, more, the
husbands and

custom when
grinds exceeding fine. “ Whom God wishes to des-
troy, lie first makes mad.” The madness of rebellion
is the beginning of the punishment for sins which
had long deserved destruction. The hire of the la
borers, so long kept back by force and fraud, has long
been crying for vengeance against the oppressors;
and now their riches are corrupted and their gar-

silver is cankered,
and tbe rust thereof is eating their flesh as it were
bre. When the tale of bricks is doubled then Mo
ses comesand when the inlqliities of chattel sla
very have reached their climax, then God appears to
deliver tne oppressed and to punish the oppressor.
±5y tevrible things in righteousness dost Thou answer

Rs, (J (rod of our salvation.” Those who had lived
in pleasure in the earth and been wanton, are in
straits for bread. And those who were enslaved are
set free. Is^ot by the will of man, but of God

’ll,

■ 'i

j'.

Fo|
When he went out through the land of Effvnt
(Saith the Lord),
7 removed his shoulder from the burden :
His hands were delivered from the

Thou calledst in trouble,
And / delivered thee,

/answered thee in the secret place of thunder*
i proved thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah.”

same

same care as beasts of the stall
marriage-tie was ruthlessly broken •

mo Wives whom God had joined toirether^
man put asunder; and, when put asunder, eoufpelled
to submit to such enormities and to join in sncli siris
as would have deHled Sodom. God’s peon fwere
among these slaves. But on the side ofS Imes!
mbafTherry timii; otiNebat, the.} made Israel to sin. Such was the m-ne
imnv nereonfl 'notwithstanding^ themany peisonal exceptions to which I have alreurl^p
given due credit. iS’tufos must be pnnisiied for rteb
sms m this world ; and is it any fondrih;? w^H
comes upon the guilty to the uttermost*

Ihe mill of the gods grinds slowly;” but it

III!

pots.

iDi
By the very constitution of onr national Government
no interference could be made with slavery. But
when_ the slaveholders became traitors and public
enemies, they forfeited all their privileges under the
Government. Still slavery was untouched. Even
ZlT “‘^.'^'other of our Generals declared slaves
conlradand of war, and proceeded to use them in
subduing the rebellion, their acts and words weredis“
avowed by the Government, and they compelled
lecede from their positions. And, though the v

I'l;;
if'i

yi

to

!,,ii!
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assmtnr.
Zf nnlf '-“e^-ed from our Ministers abroad

Powir “ * '“'^*'>dants thereof,” Poreigu
onnTZr”’'* '=“• *'’® V recognising ow
Si, ed ,h “ ” ™ ** ‘'“= '**st resort,
^as issued the proclamation which mves the slaves of

free ! bo hard was it tor us to yield. So determin-
fot Tr own V^vpose. Moved only
the 1 «nTnf r nevertheless moved by
the hand of God ; and now a quarter of a million

clnldren bullion of old men, of women, and of

the^plv experience, the slaveholders
Tm™ ? free their slaves,

easl^ V might have been comparativelv
easy. If we who had shared in the profits of their
DeaTef iT'^ the expense of
fhem better fortnem and tor us. But wp nil Tt7-ni.r^ _._

tary servitude. Arkansas and, Louisiana are free
States, with a good hope of being able to maintain
themselves as such. And Maryland, “ My Mary
land ! ” is consecrated to freedom and to union for
evermore ! The war must and will go on until God’s
design is surely accomplished. His counsel shall
stand, and He will do all His pleasure.

(6.) It is probably true that the emancipated sufier
much more than they would have sutfered as slaves.
“ It is the nature of the devil of tyranny to tear and

rend the body which it leaves. But are the miseries
of continued possession less terrible than the strug
gles of the tremendous exorcism !” The Israelites
sufiered more in the wilderness than they did in
Egypt. Hay, that generation all died in tlie wilder
ness. But on the fortunes of that band of emanci
pated slaves hung the destiny of the world. The
emancipated slaves of this day may suffer and die,
as did their prototj^pes. But suffering and death are
not the worst evils that can befall men. Debasement
and death of soul are worse. And if God fills the
places of debased slaves and debased slaveholders
with a new generation, taught in the furnace of afilic-
tion to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly
before God, who shall say that He has not dealt
mercifully with the world \ In the long and bloody
wars of Canaan, each party at times seemed near ex
termination. But in process of time the land became
densely populated with a people loving and serying
God,—and from the soil which formerly drank’the
blopd of human sacrifices went up the souls of gene
ration after generation of those who lived and died
and entered into glorious rest, as the result of the
discipline to which the nation had been subiected in
Its youth. “The years of God are long.’’ And,
whatever may seem, God reigns.

I

coun-

Fo!

’■J

fm. blind. And we all helped7o^^;:;rrorandroi^
nXed f servitude, until God was com-
tbp ^ ^ strange work. We would not free
^Bnf might and He does it as He must.
But He does It effectually. In the city of New

Orleans alone there are now len thousand colored
childien m free schools, schools in which the bible is

her /n ^^^ere are many times that num-
bei m other places, receiving instruction. Under the
teachings of tlie war, Missouri, Kentucky, and Ten
nessee are looking towards the abolition of invol un-
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Evil is only the slave of good :
borrow the servant of joy; ^
And the soul is mad that refuses food
i^rom the meanest in God’s employ

The future of the freedraen none can foresee. But
‘ sooTBfir;!" *' i«8ue
nation, and to die race, is clear to him who looks
When Tnat^n • of revelation,vvnen a nation is born in a day, or “ born ao-ain ” Im

thethroe^of observer who can miiakeme tnioets ol birth for the agonies of death.

,,il

A THANKSGIVING DISCOUESE. 21

showed that it u

not dead, hut sleeping.” The
reverberations of that discharge aroused at once the
long dormant feeling, and in eveiy citj and hamlet
of the loyal States the people met, without distinction
^ their adherence to the government,
and their faithfulness to the flag of their fathers,
hrom that V day to this the necessary sacriflces of
time, of treasure, and of blood have been readily
made. The spirit of ’76 is not extinct. It took our
latliers nine years to establish the government which
has blessed_ ns for three-fourths of a century: and
every principle of gratitude and duty, as well as of
Honor and patriotism, prompts ns to preserve and
perpetuate it for the good of succeeding generations,
though the struggle last ninety and nine years. The
government which blesses ns must bless also our
children. The stars in the Armament and those in
the flag must grow pale together ; and its stripes be

obliterated only with the flickering of the last flame
at the. general conflagration. The government must
and will be perpetuated :

was

in

todlvS Sreat cause to thank God
has diet
wHK f animate and inspire our minds
S thr’^reat%H«l ^^^‘^l^tion sufficient
Wn of Civil war into which we have
een bionght by our adherence as a nation to the
ause of treedom and humanity, and to afford to

reasouable hopes of an ultimatj’and happv delL
ance irom all our dangere and afflictions.” ^

1. Kound the person of a king, and round the atten
dants ofa court gather personal attachments such
hnd no place m a republic. It was not kLZ till
fnTof Waltv “‘tooli'Ments, the feel-dor i government could be sustained un
de strong temptation. The quadrennial change of
oui Supreme Magistrate hindere the growth of those

so many will-
f T 1*® and country. Ihit in
stead hereof, has been developed an attachment o
hee government and the principles which underlieS*t

Itu

F0(

as

Eor right is right, since God is God,
And right the day must Win •
To doubt would be disloyalty
To falter would be ’ " ’sin.

And ^ loyal. The people have spoken.
And spite of all the mistakes and errors, spite of all

the waste of blood and treasure, spite of all the
wickedness of wicked men, spite of the many drafts
and long-continued war, spite of the bickerings of
party and the ravings of °

“Vaulting ambition which o’erleaps its sell,”
spite of any and all the countless temptations to dis
loyalty,—the people are loyal. From Maine and
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A thanksgiving discoukse. 23
, Maryland on the

fi, 4.1 to Oregon and Cailiforni

premacy ofthe to the sn-premacy ot the ederal Government. The Western

="*I;rrFSs:£'£S"i3 ■
“ Union ” hr their preference for
a f\a ‘ ’ Disunion ; and the decision is made
propS eaui“of fr ™“i8‘akable as to fnrnish
fand ‘ tbanksginng to every patriot in the

who OTdd'VoV^S^ fhe“ P thanksgiving that thoseio coma not at the time rise above the toilR of
lieartilj in the decision,

mists of prejudice are cleared away. The dust of
he arena Uas settled, and men now see clearly what

strife. Such union ot sentiment is the liarbinJer of
success, an additional ground of hone “ of pn

and happy deliveranfe from^^Tonr danot'”t®
gWng""®’ a cause fo? thanks^

-But our loyalty must not Stop here. Lovaltv k
devotion to the government, not merely to mJn oJto
measures. There is great danger in a fre^govern-
nartv in tliere is little or no opposition to the
paity in^powm*. Loyal men, then, of w^hatever nartv
must not hesitate to oppose eveiy wrong proposition

’

The party in power would be iore thaS hCan if
they were not likely to attempt some plan or scheme
lovi oUriaht^Tefr f more than
euard ‘‘FtpVnP^ f be on their

vigilance is the price of liberty
Uewaie of the entanglements of party. Set vonr
faces as a flint against everything that iJwrong, Lm

la

whatever source. Let “ God and our country ” be
the motto of our political lives, and not the misefa-
ble Satanic watchword : “ The party, right or wrong.”
Let the word of God be the test by wkich we trv
every measure Let the voice of public opinion he
heaidjlwajs for the right. :So shall success
our efforts. So shall ^
shall prosperity attend
exalt the nation :

on

crown

peace return to our land. So

us. So shall righteousness

''A""? shall bless us
trod shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.”

In the confldent hope, through the merit and in-
teicession of our Lord Jesus Christ, of these and all

let us give thanks to God
this day for all that lie has done and i
behalf.

The

Fbi 11 IS doing in our

Sing aloud unto Q-od our strength •
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob
lake a psalm and bring hither the timbrel,
Ine pleasant harp with the psaltery
Hlow up the trumpet in the new moon,
in the time appointed,

now.

our solemn feast day.”

thp ^ fat and drink
t e sweet, and send portions unto them for whom
nothing IS prepared,—for this day is holy unto -
yoTiren I” ^

And, the blessing wherewith Moses the
blessed the children of Joseph be
“Blessed of the Lord be this land,
i or the precious things of heaven
Bor the dew, ’
And for the deep that coucheth beneath
And for tli® brought forth by the sun
And ef IE: r '”5''

on

And

our

iV

man of God
upon you!

5J '

ancient mountains,
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exalt the nation :

on

crown

peace return to our land. So

us. So shall righteousness

''A""? shall bless us
trod shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.”

In the confldent hope, through the merit and in-
teicession of our Lord Jesus Christ, of these and all

let us give thanks to God
this day for all that lie has done and i
behalf.

The

Fbi 11 IS doing in our

Sing aloud unto Q-od our strength •
Make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob
lake a psalm and bring hither the timbrel,
Ine pleasant harp with the psaltery
Hlow up the trumpet in the new moon,
in the time appointed,

now.

our solemn feast day.”

thp ^ fat and drink
t e sweet, and send portions unto them for whom
nothing IS prepared,—for this day is holy unto -
yoTiren I” ^

And, the blessing wherewith Moses the
blessed the children of Joseph be
“Blessed of the Lord be this land,
i or the precious things of heaven
Bor the dew, ’
And for the deep that coucheth beneath
And for tli® brought forth by the sun
And ef IE: r '”5''

on

And

our

iV

man of God
upon you!

5J '

ancient mountains,
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And for the precious things of the lasting hills,.
And for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof,
And for the good will of Him that dwelt in the hush /”

He hath not dealt so with any nation! He hath
delivered us, and doth deliver; in whom we trust
that He will yet deliver us !

Blessed be the Loed the God of Israel,
Who only doth wondrous things !
And blessed be His glorious name for ever !
And let the whole earth be filled with His glory !

Amen and. Amen.

l!!'

ti It should 1)6 read in every family.
55U
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Among the more important papers for 1865, will be “A Digest of
Pedagogical Law “ Diseases Peculiar to Teachers, because of their

Professional Pursuits, and the Means of Prevention “ True Pro

nunciation of Geographical Names;” “Letters from Europe,” by a
distinguished American Teacher, &c.
The publishers of the American Educational Monthly are

determined that it shall be a live Monthly, interesting and valuable

to every educated man and woman in America. It will contain

practical articles on Physical Culture, Object teaching, Languages,
Duties of Parents and Teachers, the best Modes of Teaching, the best

Schools, the best School Books, tile best School Furniture and Appar
atus, with histories of “ the old Schools.” Each number will contain

a summary of what is new in “ Science and the Arts;” items of

Educational Intelligence; and occasionally a racy Pedagogical Story,
to revive pleasant memories of school days. In short, every live
question which will interest the Parent and Teacher will be discussed

with freedom and vigor.

With the January number we shall present to our subscribers a

new, beautiful, and accurate, colored miniature of Guyot’s great Wall
Map of the United States. It gives the physical features, and all the

points of the great map. It is alone worth the price of the Monthly.
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$1.50 per annum, in adrance. Single numbers, 15 cents.

Special and extra terms are offered for the present only. Each

subscriber will be entitled to any two single numbers (or one double

number) of the Pulpit and Rostrum. For list of Pulpit and Ros‘

trum apply to the undersigned.,
lS?“Any person who sends us flYe subscriptions, wiil receive one copy extrn.

SCHERMEMHORN, BANCROFT & CO., Publishers.
130 Grand Street, New York.'|
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