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CONSTITUTION.

“New Jersey Sunday-School Associa-

and shall be composed of delegates from County and. Township Associations,
I. This Association shall be called the

TION,

and of all the Sunday-schools in the State co-operating with this organization,

the attendance of every child
II. The objects of this Association shall be to secure

Sunday-school; through its auxiliaries to organize such Sunday-

and to co-operate with all fellow-laborers in increasing
in the State upon a

schools as may be necessary;

an interest in the Sunday-school cause generally.
Vice-President fromThe officers of this Association shall be a President, one

denomination, a Treasurer, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording

Secretary, and a Secretary in each County, to be elected annually. In case of the

failure of any of the County Secretaries to accept the appointments thus made at the

annual meeting, the Corresponding Secretary shall have power to fill the vacancy,

former officers shall be those usually discharged by them.

III.

each co-operating

The
The duties of the

duties of the County Secretary shall be to call a County Convention of the teachers

early a day as practicable after the adjournment of
Churches and Sunday-schools in the County

and friends of Sunday-schools at as

as

the State Association; to visit as many

possible, co-operating with the Town Committee in awakening
and sustaining an in

collect facts and statistics for the annual meet-terest in the Sunday-school cause; to

Ing of the State Association, and at some time prior to said meeting to make a report

to the Corresponding Secretary.

IV. The County Conventions are expected to form permanent County organiza-

a Committee of
their first meeting, and annually thereafter, to appoint

whom shall be committed the general interests of
tions, and at

one or more in each Township, to
connected with the State Association.the Sunday-school

V. The funds needed to carry forward the operations

cause as

of the State Association shall

be raised in such a manner as the officers may direct.
the second Tuesday after the first Mon-VI. The Annual meeting shall occur on

day in November, at such place and hour
VII. This Constitution may be changed at any annual meeting of the Association,

the Association may direct.as

by a majority of the members present.



OFFICERS

rOR THE YEAR 18 6 7-8,
OP THE

PMESIDMlfT.

Hon. Chablbs C. Latheop, Burlington.

TICE-PMESmElfTS.

Ist Vioe-Pres., Petbe A. Vooehees (Dutch Reformed), Six-mile Run.

-- “ William R. Maps2d
(Meth. Episcopal), Long Branch.

Stewartsville.3d Rev. M. Sheeleigh (Lutheran),
Rev. J. R.MTrEPHY,D.D. (Baptist),
James S. Mackie

4th
Salem.

5th
(Prot. Episcopal), Newark.

William M. Sayee (N. S. Presbyt’n),
Rev. a. Stontenboeough (Congreg’l), Sch. Mount’n.
Ret. a. Peoitdpit

6th II

7th

8th
(O. S. Preshyt’n), Clayton.
(Meth. Protestant),Williamst’n.

9th I. W. Stengbe

COEBESPO\EIjy& SECBETABT.

Samuel W. Claek, Newark.

MECOEEINa SECBETAItX.

Rev. B. C. Lippincott, Glassboro.
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J. V. D. Hoagland, Millstone.

executive committee.

Samuel W. Claek,
J. V. D. Hoagland,
W. H. WOODEUEF

C. H. Langdon, .
J. S. Howell,
C. B. Stout, .

. Newark (Chairman).
. Millstone.

. . Newark.

. Elizabeth.

. . Jersey City.
. New Brunswick.
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COVNTY SUCJSETABIES

. Ekv. S. W. Pratt, .

. Prof. Wm. Williams,

. Rkv. W. H. Littkll

. Elisha Swinney, .

. J. P. Lbaminq,

. J. C. Bowen

. W. H. Woodruff, .

. Jacob Iszard, . . .

. D. M. Stiger, . . .

. Rev. C. S. Conkling,
. John Cox

. C. B. Stout,....

. H. H. Skabrook, . .

. Hon. John Hill, . .

. Warren C. Abbe,

. A. Stoutenborough,

. Bbnj. E. Burt, . .

. Rev. James Le Pevre

. Rev. a. a. Haines, .

. George R. Jaques, .

. . Nahum Stiger, . .

. Hammonton.

. Hackensack.

. Pruitland.

. Camden.

. Cape Island.

. Shiloh.

. Newark.

. Glassboro.

. Jersey City.

. Mt. Pleasant.

. Princeton.

. N. Brunswick.

. Keyport.

. Boonton.

. Tom’s River.

. Paterson.

. Pittsgrove.

. Raritan.

. Hamburgh.

. Rahway.

. Hackettstown.

Atlantic, .

Bergen,

Burlington
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Cape May,
Cumberland,

Essex, . .

Gloucester,

Hudson, .
Hunterdon

Mercer,

Middlesex,

Monmouth,
Morris

Ocean, .
Passaic

Salem, .

Somerset,

Sussex,.

Union, .
Warren
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Plainfield

Was fixed upon as the seat of the next session of the Association.



THE

OF THE

NEW JERSEY

Sunday-School Association.

irst laji.

FIRST SESSION.

Tuesday Afteen-oon.

The Tenth Annual Convention of the Sunday-School Asso
ciation of New Jersey was held at Camden city, beginning its

sessions on Tuesday afternoon, the 12th of November, in the

First Presbyterian Church. A small delegation was present
at the opening, 2} o’clock, which increased, however, during

^ the session, until quite a respectable number was in attendance.

The first half-hour from to 3 o’clock, was profitably spent

in devotional exercises, chiefly prayer and praise, led by the
State Secretary, Samuel W. Clark, Esq. A spirit of humble
earnestness characterized this opening prayer-meeting.
At 3 o’clock Vice-President Voorhees, in the absence of

the retiring President, called the Convention to order, and in-
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James S. Mackie, of Newark, whotroduced the President,

made the following

OPENING SPEECH.

that grand old Apostle and Missionary to the Gentiles,
Saint Paul, had reason to “thank God and take courage^
because a handful of faithful, loving friends, met him at Appii

Forum, on his way to Eome, where a long imprisonment
and

final martyrdom awaited him, how should our hearts,
Chris

tian friends and brethren, burn within us in fervent gratitude

and humble faith as we look upon this assemblage of New

Jersey Sunday-school teachers in their tenth annual
Conven

tion ! Through pains and perils, through sufferings
and tast

ings, through stripes and stonings, he went on in his holy

the love of Christ constraining him, looking unto
the Author, and therefore as the Finisher, of his

to he with him and

Ip

mission

Jesus as

faith; trusting to the Master’s promise
with all who, like him, should preach the Gospel, even

to the

end of the world. „ ^ i j
At the end of eighteen centuries we too recall that pledge,

and meet to-day to bear testimony that the word of God

standeth sure. Not in the face of persecution and trial, hut

in the glorious liberty of a free Church and a free State, we

have met to hear how goes the good fight all along the lines,

tell of doubts and discouragements, of openWe will have to

enemies and lukewarm friends; we will have to confess that

cowards have skulked to the rear; and that others,
more

shameless, have gone over openly to the enemy, taking
with

them the gifts and opportunities with which God had
endowed

them, that they might do battle for Him and for his
Truth.

But we have a brighter record to unfold, from whose cheering

page is reflected a light so brilliant that the spots
of doubt

and disappointment and the incidents of discouragement
and

defection will almost be forgotten. We will hear of hosts of

recruits marshalled under the banner of the cross; of faithful

struggles and glorious conquests; of patient endurance, and.
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too, of triumphant deaths of those who, having fought the

good fight of faith, have fallen in the strife and have received

their crown of life; and, as we hear these things, we too

will “ thank God and take courage.”

In these days, when all the energies of man’s nature are

quickened into almost superhuman activity and elfort in all

the pursuits of life, the Gospel of Christ must point the way,

leading and controlling the surging column, or be trampled
under the feet of the pressing multitude. Not to all of Christ’s

followers—to few indeed—is vouchsafed the holy distinction
of standing in front of the ranks as His standard-bearers and

the leaders of His people; but there are none so humble who

may not stand, as did Aaron and Hur by the side of Moses, and

hold up the hands of those who invoke the blessing of God upon

the battling host of Israel, and thereby promote the victory.

There are none so weak, none so poor, that they cannot extend

a cup of cold water from the fountain of life to the sorrowing,

thirsty soul, and so earn the blessing, “Inasmuch as ye did it
unto one of the least of these little ones, ye did it unto me.”

Shame and confusion then—shame and confusion to that pro

fessed soldier who, in this day, when there is no neutral ground,

when we be either for Christ or against Him, shall stand by

idle or indilferent while the battle goes on, and shall deserve

the woe pronounced against Meroz, “ Curse ye bitterly the in

habitants thereof, saith the Lord.” Oh, what mighty sin had

Meroz committed—what opposition to God—-what apostasy to

His enemies? None of these; they only sat still when the

fight was going on between Israel and the foe; “they came

not up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against

the mighty.”
Shall any excuse himself by saying, “I have not strength for

the armor, or wealth to contribute for the cause, or opportu

nity to wield the weapons ?” Let him then look back to the

sixteenth century and see the young monk of Ei'furth exhuming
the truths of a buried Gospel from the chained Bible, and tell

us what strength, or gifts, or opportunities Martin Luther had

which are not multiplied a thousand fold to every earnest dis

ciple of Christ in our day. Lifting that two-edged sword of

the Spirit all alone he smote such blows upon the shackles of
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superstition and priestcraft that almost at a single hound the

nations of the earth lifted up their free hands and disenthralled

hearts in a song of grateful praise, whose echoes for three hun

dred and fifty years have inspired the souls of men, and which

will roll on in their glorious reverberations until the human soul

everywhere asserts the liberty with which the Gospel makes

men free.

And then, if further illustration were needed to inspire the

faint-hearted, and to strengthen the weak and wavering, let

us drop our eyes from the figure of Luther, enshrined in the

loftiest niche of the temple of truth, and rest them upon the
lowlier form of the old, lonely, unknown daughter of Africa,

who, in the days that some of you with the snows of age upon

your heads have seen, started the first Sunday-school class in

these United States in the city of New York. And from that

seed planted by poor old Katie Ferguson, we have to-day a

tree of life overshadowing the mightiest nation of the earth,

whose fruit, already ripened and gathered, and now hanging

in glorious beauty upon its living branches, no man can number.

“ This is the Lord’s doing, and marvellous in our eyes and

shall we not “ thank God and take courage ?”

Christian friends and brethren! In the discharge of the

duties of the post to which you have called me, occupied as it

has been by the great and good of the Church and the State,

1 can hope to achieve any measure of success only by the aid

of your sympathies, your indulgence, and your prayers. Make

up, I pray you, my lack of your abundance. And in all that

we do and say, remembering “ how good and how pleasant a

thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity,” let us

“ have faith in Godand with that charity for each other and

for all men “ which vaunteth not itself, and is not putfed up, but

which believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all

things,” let us go forward with the work -which He has given

us to do, being sure that in the end we shall reap if we faint

not.—

For right is right, as God is God,
And right the day shall -win;

To doubt would he disloyalty.
To falter would be sin.



9

The Convention was now declared duly opened, and ready
to proceed to business.

A hymn entitled “Lead me, ever blessed Jesus,
from the “Fresh Laurels,” Prof. P. P. Van Arsdale, of Jersey
City, leading. This gentleman was the elected Chorister of

the Convention, and conducted the service of song throughout
the sessions with much acceptance.

was sung

THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE.

On motion, the names of Eev. James Le Pevre and William

H. Sutton were added to the Business Committee, which stood

during the Convention as follows: Samuel W. Clark, J. V.

D. Hoagland, William H. Woodrufe, G. W. N. Custis, J. S.

Howell, Eev. James Le Fevre, William H. Sutton.

On motion, it was resolved, that the subsequent sessions of

the Convention be held in the First Baptist Church.
On motion, the following named gentlemen were appointed

an Enrolling Committee, viz.: William E. Sayre, Joseph C.

Bowen, and Baltes Pickel.

Eev. Henry C. Westwood, D.D., of Princeton, was nom
inated and elected Eecording Secretary pro tempore.
On motion, it was resolved that all resolutions be referred

to the Business Committee without debate.

COUNTY REPORTS.

The next order of proceeding was the hearing of reports
from the Counties, which, in most instances, were presented
by the Secretaries of the Counties themselves. They were

not all offered during the first session, some three or four hav

ing been sent in before the close of the Convention, but they

are printed together here, so as to give a complete view of the

whole State, in their natural connection and order as follows:
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ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Eev. S. W. Pratt, of Hammonton, reported favorably. Al

though a new-comer in the county, he had yet seen signs of

progress in the good work. Their County Convention, re

cently held, was one of great practical interest. It was turned

into a Sunday-school Institute, with its Teachers’ Meeting,
Blackboard Lessons, Exercises in Map Drawing, &c. In a

few years,—and it takes time and patience to succeed in this,
as in every good work,—he believed that Atlantic County
would be up to high-water mark, and be amongst the fore

most in activity, zeal and success. The Institute movement
was, he confidently believed, destined to hasten the work of

progress. Instead of meeting together and merely having “a

good time,” they felt that instruction and improvement were

the great things needed. Until these were secured, little per
manent progress could be expected. So far as he had observed

the schools, in their spirit and operations, he felt encouraged
for the cause. In his own school he had been cheered at the

unwonted success that had followed their efforts in retaining
the young men and young women in the classes. Next year,

he trusted that still further and more marked progress would

be reported from the county. _

BERGEN COUNTY.

In presenting this, the second annual report of Bergen
County, we do it with gratitude and hope.

In the last annual report it was stated that exertions would

be made to bring every township in this county into active co

operation with the State Association. Earnest Sunday-school
men have been at work, and now, with pleasure and gratitude,
we state that eight out of the nine townships are with us in a

county organkation.
The inauguration of this association took place in the village

of Hackensack, on the 30th of October, and was a most glor
ious success, making the hearts of the friends of the
vibrate with joy and happiness.
The convention was most ably addressed by Eev. Dr. Berry,

Mr. Van Arsdale, and Mr. Sutton, of Jersey City, and Eev. Mr.

Meynardie, of South Carolina. All seemed delighted and edi

fied, and went-to their homes impressed with the idea that this

good beginning was a harbinger of more thorough activeness
in the Sunday-school work.

cause
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A most judicious selection of officers for this organization
has been effected, and there is now a most delightful hope that
Bergen will come up to that standard of Sunday-school reputa
tion that many of her sister counties so richly enjoy.

Surely it is fitting that every Christian should enlist his en

ergies in this great work, which is worthy of all the attention

that a Christian nation can bestow upon it. Let us then go
forward in this important enterprise with all our mind and

heart and strength, ever offering our prayer to the great Euler
of the universe that he will bless our example, reward
ertions, and fulfil His gracious promise by turning the heart of

the fathers to the children and the heart of the children to

their fathers, thus averting the fearful denunciation of smiting
the earth with a curse.—

our ex-

“So do we gather strength and hope anew;
For well we know Thy patient love perceives
Not what we do, but what we strive to do;
And though the full, ripe ears be sadly few,

Thou wilt accept our sheaves.”

Wm. Williams,
County Secretary.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

At last we have a Sabhath-school Association in Burlington
County. After several futile attempts an organization was

effected at Columbus on the 8th and 9th of this month. Quite
a number of schools were represented, either by delegation
letter, while a spirit of harmonious zeal pervaded all who were

present. The Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian churches
opened their houses of worship to the Convention, and the

community generally extended their hospitalities with a cor

diality which manifested an active interest in the cause and

occasion.

Owing to the lateness of the organization, our Tabular Ee-

port for this year will be imperfect; but as there is now a

corps of township secretaries to co-operate with me—some
already at work—I fully expect that Burlington Count3^ will

next year fall into the Sunday-school line, recruited up nearly
to the maximum.

In reviewing our work, while humbly acknowledging great
deficiencies, we heartily rejoice that the Master has enabled

to accomplish so much for the cause of Sabbath-schools in this

county. Trusting in His help and favor for the future, we

consecrate ourselves anew to His service.

or

us

Eichard S. James,
County Secretary.

Mablton, October 21, 1867.
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CAMDEN COUNTY.

In looking over the reports of the township secretaries,
there is found to be an increase of ten schools during the past

year. One school disbanded, and one, a mission school, merged

in with another already established and in connection with a

church, making an actual increase of eight schools.^
The number of children attending Sunday-school instruction

has also increased, thus showing an increased interest in the

good work of Sunday-schools, while the number of children
does not appear to have increased. Thirteen schools are closed

during the winter, in consequence of the difficulties attendant

upon their continuance. In some there are two sessions, while

in others only one. It is very much to be regretted that in

more than half of the schools there are no meetings for prayer

among the teachers, those meetings not being appreciated as

they should be; the natural result is, very few conversions
have taken place—only one hundred and forty-seven. For

where there is no prayer, there is as a natural result less effort

made. He that labors zealously will -pray ; and he that prays

will labor : true prayer and labor are invariably united. If teach

ers and parents would observe these meetings for prayer
behalf of their children, there certainly would be more favor

able reports in connection with their schools than now, and

much greater success would attend their efforts in the way of
conversions. Just think of it as a fact, that of eighty-two
schools reported, forty-nine have no meetings for prayer; and

in forty-nine schools not a single conversion during the year.
What a sad condition to be in. If there were prayer meetings
in connection with these schools, would it be so ? I think

not. Does this not show as clearly as anything can, that,

where there is no prayer, there are no conversions ? Although

God is abundantly able, and willing to do all He has promised,
et He has made it conditional, that if we want the Holy

pirit to accompany our efforts, we must ask, and the promise

18 “ Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find.” “ He

that goeth forth and toeepefA,bearing precious seed, shall doubt

less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

The great difficulty is we do not take God at His word; our

unbelief is the great hindrance with us, as it was with the

people of Nazareth, when Jesus went there; even in His own

city, “ He could not do many mighty works there because of

their unbelief.” . •
I know it is difficult, in some places, to get active Uhristian

men and women to engage in this work; this is sad, but it is ^
In our country schools there are many engaged who are

in

in

so.
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not professors of religion. Mention is made of some schools

where very few are Christians.

One of 17 teacliers, 4 only are Christians.
2 “

5 “

2 “

6 “

14 it ii

14 (I (I

16 If

12 ((((

20 12 (Cu ll

30 (not one-third) Christians.93

Is it then any matter of wonder that so few of the children

are converted ? It is also a matter of regret that in this age,
there is to be found a neighborhood where children cannot

attend Sunday-school, from the fact of there not being any

convenient. O that the hearts of Christian people might he

influenced to go to work in this good cause, and train the

dear children in the way to heaven !
It is a matter of great satisfaction to us in Camden that the

Convention meets here, as we are hoping for good results
from it, to our schools and people, as we very much need

something to stir us up in this good work. The subject of

Sunday-school teacher’s institutes, has not, as yet, been dis

cussed among us, but perhaps the discussions here at the Con

vention may produce this result; we hope it may, as there is

no doubt of the great amount of good coming from such
meetings and discussions.
The foregoing may appear as though there was not much

good doing in our county, and yet it is better than formerly.
On the whole the work in our county is encouraging; let us

go on in our work, hope on, until all the children are brought
into the Sunday-schools, and not rest until they are brought
into the Kingdom.

Elisha Swinney,
Cor. Sec., Camden County.

Camden, N. X, November 12th, 1867.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

We meet our Sabbath-school friends here to-day with glad
hearts, happy to greet each other and exchange words of

cheer. It has now been nine years since the Sabbath-school
Cumberland County, and fromAssociation was organized in

• year to year there has been a growing interest in it. Five

years ago we numbered 63 schools in the county, four years

ago 66, three years ago 71, two years ago 74, one year ago 81,
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and now, with the addition of Pittsgrove Township from Sa

lem County, containing five schools, we number 90; and I am

happy to say that I have a report from every one.
There is a school in nearly every neighborhood, and they

are generally pretty well conducted. We are making efforts

to get all the children under Sabbath-school instruction, and

then to make our schools as good as possible.
Our last county convention was held at Eoadstown, on the

18th of September. The day was fine and the attendance un

usually large, from almost all parts of the county. In the

afternoon we had a gathering of Sabbath-school children,
when that large church was filled to its utmost capacity. The

addresses to the children were highly interesting, and were

listened to with earnest attention and with profit to all in at

tendance. The interest in the evening was not at all abated,
but the remark was made that the best of the wine had been

kept to the last. This was probably the most interesting
vention we ever had.

The following officers were appointed for the ensuing year:

President, Rev. A. E. Ballard, P. E., of Bridgeton district. Vice-

Presidents; Eev. C. E. Gregory, Bridgeton; Eev. F. E. E. Chub-

buck, Vineland; Eev. H. M. Stuart, Bridgeton; Eev. T. G. Wright,

Eoadstown; Eev. S. O. Manchester, Eoadstown; Eev. E. F. An

drews, Vineland, and O. W. Whitford, Shiloh. Eecording Sec

retary, A. E. Jones. Corresponding County Secretary, J. C.

Bowen, with good Township Secretaries.
I have personally visited and addressed nearly every school

in the county, and some of them two or.three times, and in

many of my visits I have been greatly encouraged by seeing a

growing interest in the cause, with a desire to increase the effi

ciency of Sabbath-school labors. In some places they adhere

to the same old style very strictly, and use the old hymn-books

and old tunes; consequ^tly the children do very little singing.

These hymns and tunes are very good in their place, but it

seems to us we want something cheerful and animating—some
thing that will interest the children, while it instructs them.

Do not understand me that we want those senseless or foolish

works sometimes found, but we want those that will interest

and benefit. But most of our schools use some kind of Sab

bath-school note-books, and most of the children sing with an-

At our last convention a committee was appointed,

to report at the next convention, upon the subject of music in

our Sabbath-schools. _
The past year has been one full of interest to us. We of

Cumberland County have great cause to thank God for the*

success which has attended our labors in the Sabbath-school.
While we have been earnestly laboring, we have not forgotten

con-

imation.
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to pray for the blessing of God upon our labors. And we to

day can rejoice in the conversion of many children during the

year. At Newark, a year ago, we reported 288 conversions.
That was more than the previous year. Eeturning from New

ark, we consecrated ourselves anew to the work, praying that

the coming year might be productive of even greater results.

And to-day we thank God, that instead of 288 conversions, we

report 461. In view of what the Lord has done for us in answer

to labor and prayer, we feel greatly encouraged, and can say,

that the cause was never in as good condition as at present.
I have been appointed by the Cumberland County Bible So

ciety as agent to canvass the county with Bibles, calling upon

every family, for the purpose of supplying wherever needed. I

at present engaged in that work, and feel that it is a sphere
of great usefulness, for I have an opportunity of conversing
with every family a few moments upon Sabbath-school inter

ests. In this way I am becoming well acquainted with the

county, and am better prepared to labor in the Sabbath-school.
Great improvement has been made in our county within the

past ten years in our Sabbath-schools, and with the spirit of
our people the work will go on.

am

J. C. Bowen,
County Secretary.

ESSEX COUNTY.

We are able in this our eighth annual report to present a

complete summary of all the schools in the county, the result

of much patient and persevering labor on the part of our town

secretaries, whose elRcient services your secretary desires pub
licly to acknowledge. I will not occupy time to present the

figures in detail, but will briefly refer to some of the items of

interest.

We have in the county 148 schools, an increase of 5 over last

year.
Inc. over last year.

1533348 oflBcers and teachers,

23,711 scholars,
419 hopeful conversions, 670 less than last year.

$29,620 contributions,
53,812 volumes in libraries,
Only 4 schools closed in winter.

The report of hopeful conversions is one in which we all feel

a deep interest. 419 gathered into the fold, trophies of re

deeming grace, and “ stars in our crown of rejoicing.”
Behold what God has wrought! Is any discouraged in the

. 1495

. $6183
. 6084
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work ? here is encouragement to continue to labor and to pray;
the reward is before us. Let us all expect even greater blessings

during the year upon which we enter. The trophies of grace

won through Sabbath-school labor are many, for which we '

have reason to thank God and take courage; yet, compared
with the vast multitudes uninfluenced by the love of Jesus, it
seems but a tithe. We have in the county 23,711 pupils gath
ered in our schools, and only 2188 reported as hopefully con

verted. May we not, as Christian men and women, who have

been called to this blessed work, do well seriously to inquire,
“ Is it I ?” The Master will surely reward us if we are faithful.

Let us gird ourselves anew to the work and we shall be per
mitted to report conversions by thousands, rather than by
scores or hundreds.

The work assigned to Sunday-school teachers is a work that

cannot be done from the pulpit,—adapting instruction personally
to each scholar, and bringing the truth to bear upon the mind

and heart. How important, then, that we have earnest Chris

tian teachers, with minds and hearts fully consecrated to the

service of Christ; and yet we report in the county 489 teachers

who have never been taught of the Spirit. When the Church

becomes fully awake to her duty no teacher will be called to

this high and holy office of pointing little ones to Jesus with

out having Christ in the heart and a desire to promote His

glory.
I am happy to report that the objects of the Association

(both state and county) are being better understood, and as a

result earnest Christian workers who have hitherto kept aloof
are now co-operating cordially and heartily with us. We who

are present here to-day can bear testimony to the good influ

ence exerted in rendering our schools more efficient and in

increasing their numbers. We report five new schools organ

ized during the year. This item indicates progress and should

afford encouragement; but still there are in the county, be

tween the ages of five or eighteen, about 5000 who are not in

any evangelical Sabbath-school.
Your secretary, in the report of last year, referred to this

same item of destitution, and the question was asked. How

can we gather into our Sabbath-schools those we have tbus far

failed to reach ? More accommodations are needed here in the

city of Newark. More mission schools ought to be established.
We need, in addition, more workers, regularly organized, who

willing to seek out those neglected ones and bring them in.

In the adjoining county of Hudson a visitor has been employed
to do this very work under the direction of the County Society,
whose duty it is (I quote from the minutes of their annual

meeting for 1866) to “ call upon every family in the county.

are

1.
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and, where needful, to solicit the attendance of the children

upon the evangelical school nearest to their I’esidence (where
no other is preferred), and giving cards of introduction to the

superintendents.” May this not he one of the best agencies we

can employ in our county? We may in this way be permitted
to reach the parents as well as the children, and thus bring
whole families under the saving influence of the Gospel.
We need auxiliary organizations in every township, meeting

monthly or quarterly, for mutual improvement. The demand
for Sunday-school teachers better qualified for their work is

coming not only from superintendents, but from parents, and

even from the pupils themselves. If our teachers knew better

how to teach, we might easier retain a much larger proportion of
the older ones in our schools. I do not wish to be misunderstood

undervaluing the talent already engaged in the service. Our

teachers many of them do not lack either interest or zeal,
neither do they lack material. Most of our teachers possess
knowledge enough. What is needed is to know how better to

communicate this knowledge to others. This want can best be

supplied by organizing in each township Union Teachers’ Asso

ciations, where model lessons and other institute exercises can

he presented, practically illustrating the best methods of instruc

tion. If we were better workmen, the Lord of the harvest
would sooner permit us to return “ reioicinff, briiiP-ine:
sheaves with us.” j b &

The closing year is one of encouragement, full of those ele-

nients that must stimulate us to continued effort and labor. In

view of what has been accomplished we may look forward with

bright hopes for the future. Praying that the Lord of the

harvest may send us more efficient laborers to assist in the

work before us, and that we may have the spirit of the Master

ever with us in its prosecution, this report is respectfully sub
mitted.

as

our

W. H. Woodruff,
County Secretary.

Newark, N. J.

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

Samuel W. Clark, Esq.,
State Secretary.

Dear Brother : Until now I had cherished, the hope of

being present at the annual meeting of the Sabbath-school As
sociation, but circumstances beyond my control have arisen,
wmcfl render it imperatively necessary for me to deny myself
the pleasure I had anticipated. I regret this for seyeral rea-

2
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sons, but chiefly because I have not the opportunity of meeting

with those whose experience in the practical workings of the

Sabbath-school is worthy the attention of every Christian.
Then, too, I shall not be permitted to meet those Avith whom
I have been acquainted in other days, whose friendship I highly
esteem. ^

In reference to the operations of the Sabbath-school in Glou

cester County, permit me to say that in some respects we have

advanced. The subject of the Sunday-school Association
much better understood than formerly, especially where there

is an active secretary, who has the means and will to visit the

schools in his respective township.
Our annual meeting was held October 17th, in the Presby

terian church at Woodbury, and was a grand success. Inter

esting and stirring addresses were delivered by eminent speak-

and the Sunday-school children enlivened the occasion with

their delightful music.
We hope next year to be able to furnish a complete report

from this county.
I send you, in connection with this, the tabular statements, so

far as I have been able to obtain them. The funds have been

exhausted in getting the constitution and by-laws of the Sun

day-school Association for this county printed. Some of the

townships did not respond to the money question, but I think

they will another year.
Though absent in person, my heart and prayers will be with

you. May the smiles of Jesus, who said, “Feed my lambs,”
rest upon you in all your devotions and deliberations.

Yours, very truly,
J. ISZARD,

IS

ers.

County Secretary.
Glassboeo, November 11th, 1867.

HUDSON COUNTY.

Your Secretary presents this his Fifth Annual Eeport with

little pleasure, coming with thanksgiving and humilityq
finding much cause for both in recording the history of Sab

bath-School work in Hudson the past year.
Many of the laborers in this cause in our county returned

from the last annual meeting of the State Association, at New

ark, with increased zeal and new devotion to the Master, having
been blessed and instructed in that “unequalled anniversary.
These have been increasingly faithful, their zeal has provoked
others to good works and has not abated one jot, but rather

increased the more from month to month.

no
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The Association of Hudson has resolved to visit, by paid
agency, every family in the county, to ascertain the attend

ance at Sabbath-schools of children between the ages of 5 and

15 years, and particularly inducing those to attend who do

?.°u7 o” they are encouraged and assisted by our County
Bible Society, which readily unites with us and liberally pays
not only one-half the expenses, but furnishes Bibles to supply
every destitute family in the county. Our Societies have

heartdy entered into this union effort, and from it we hope
great good. _ A Joint Committee, appointed by the Societies,
is charged with the work and assured of all needed aid.
We have now in our county seventy-six schools (all except

one continued during the winter), which is an increase of three

over last year; our statistical report shows a large increase of

attendance in the entire county. We now number 1648 Su

perintendents, Officers, and Teachers; 12,987 Bible Students

of young ladies, young men, youth and children, which is an

increase over any former year, and gladly add that earnest,
devoted, and intelligent teaching of the Scriptures, with a pre
vailing desire to be more and more useful, characterizes all our
schools.

In all our schools your Secretary witnesses with great
pleasure increased attention to the mission work—at home

and abroad—larger contributions, improvement in the modes

of teaching—in the management of the schools—in the distri

bution of the libraries—and in the increased attention to the

schools on the part of parents and friends, and a more lively
interest on the part of pastors,—all giving promise of increased

prosperity and fruitfulness. Though we have not enjoyed any
remarkable outpouring of the Spirit, yet we rejoice that some

two hundred and eight have accepted the great salvation, be

lieved in Jesus, and rejoice in hope of eternal life.
Two mission schools, recently opened at West End, one

under the care of Eev. Dr. Taylor’s Church, of Bergen, and

one under the care of the Simpson M. E. Church, H. C., al
ready number over 100 each, and under the direction of well-

tried and devoted superintendents, give good promise for the
future.

The several mission schools in the county are exceedingly
prosperous. The Weehawken Mission, of which special mem
tion was made in my last report, has grown into an organized
church with settled pastor, enjoying regular services and or

dinances. Under the superintendence of its founder, Mr. M.

I. Bennett and his faithful band of teachers, it has become

one of the most promising missions of our county, and has

greatly increased the number of its friends by the zeal and

taithfulness of its pastor,superintendent, teachers, and scholars.
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The rapid increase of our population furnishes an important
field of mission work for our churches; several of them have

entered upon the work and established a mission each. There

remains abundant room for many of our churches to imitate
their example and secure for themselves a blessing in blessing

others. . , , .
There are some thousands of children and youth in our

county not in our Sabbath-schools, a large proportion of them

from 14 to 18 years of age.
The high appreciation of the value of State, County and

local Associations has in no degree abated in Hudson, but in

creased the more, as we witness from month to month the

growth and development of those who participate in them

most frequently, and the influence through them on the schools

they represent.
These local associations of teachers embrace now almost

our entire county, and are exerting a most happy influence.
They have the cordial approval of all our pastors, and their

presence and counsel are frequently enjoyed.
The county and the several local associations have united

in holding a Teacher’s Institute in Jersey City, occupying our

various churches, and have issued their programme of sub

jects for elucidation for the next six meetings, one on the first

Tuesday evening of each month,
ings awakened a new interest in our good cause,
meetings of the course which have been held, were the largest
Sabbath-school teachers’ gatherings ever held in our county,

and permanent good will most assuredly follow. The unity

and harmony prevailing in these are most beneficial and ex

ceedingly pleasant.
On these Teachers’ Associations your secretary mainly

relies for counsel and assistance, and in them he always finds

ready support and
The members of these associations are the devoted and con

stant friends of the State and County Associations, and give
time and talent to further all the interests of our State organi
zation as readily as that of our county, knowing that in ad

vancing the interests of one they advance the interest of both.

For them and for our Sabbath-school friends, pastors, teachers,

and scholars, I assure you ready and prompt aid in all the

measures you may adopt for the furtherance of the EBDEEM-
EE’S KINGDOM through the Sabbath-school agency, and

. , bear from them greetings of good cheer and God-speed.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

Already have these meet-
The two

welcome to warm and earnest hearts.

D. M. Stiger,
Secretary for Hudson County.

JbesetCitYi November 10, 1867.
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HUNTERDON COUNTY.

Your Corresponding Secretary, for the County of Hunter
don, in preparing this report, has endeavored faithfully to avail

himself of all the means within his reach, for the obtainment

of a correct view of the present condition of the work within

his own bounds.

The past year has been one of much toil on the part of the

Sunday-school men of our county. Probably in no previous
year of our history have labors so abundant and manifest been

bestowed ujion this work.

Impressed deeply with the importance of doing somethin
to aid the better qualification of our superintendents an

teachers for their important work, it was early resolved to

hold a series of conventions for this specific object.
Accordingly, during the year we have held four of these

meetings, in different parts of the county. We have gone to
the places to which W’e were cordially invited, and in every in
stance have we experienced a kindness and hospitality that

have well deserved our heartfelt praise; and we trust that in

every place has a blessing, rich and abiding, been left behind;
of this have we received a full assurance.

It was determined at the outset of this enterprise, that in

conducting the various exercises, we would employ the men of

our own borders, and not rely upon our brethren from abroad,
although we were well persuaded of their greater ability and

large experience. We thought we saw good reasons for this

decision, nor do we yet regret it.
The exercises of these several Institutes have been much the

as those held in many other places, consisting of brief,
well-prepared essays, practical addresses, full and free discus

sions on a wide range of topics relating to the Sunday-school
work; a great variety of blackboard exercises, illustrating and

making manifest its proper use and benefit; a large amount of

concert and responsive reading; whilst the question-drawer has

been constantly employed for the solving, in brief words, of
some proposed difficulty or doubt.
At our first assembling as an Institute we were ^

heartened by the smallness of our numbers. At the first ses

sion we trembled lest we were doomed to failure, but the sequel
well proved how groundless were our fears.
At these conventions, twenty-six of the clergymen of

own borders, representing the various evangelical
the county, and being a large majority of the whole, have

up to the work. These brethren have cheerfully aided
cording to their diversified talents and acquirements. Most of

these ministers of the gospel have spoken on topics previously

same

dis-

our

churches of ’

come

us ac-
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assigned them, and in many instances have the addresses been

of a high order of performance, thereby indicating that

small amount of labor had been bestowed on their preparation.
We are already well assured that these labors have not been in

no

vain.

The Institute in our county has not been under obligation to

our clergymen alone, perhaps not chiefly so. Several of our

laymen have wrought nobly and perseveringly. These men of

business have cheerfully left their places, their offices and their

stores, for noble toil; at the blackboard often and long; acting
as good scribes well instructed; leading successfully in the

concert and responsive readings; having the question-drawer
in proper charge; or showing practically how to open and how

to close the school; otherwise as good fuglemen in many mat
ters, they have accomplished much, thereby aiding many
perintendents better to superintend, and showing many of

teachers how better to teach.

Surely those teachers who have been permitted to enjoy
course of normal instruction, must have been slow to h

who have not derived much of profit from their attendance.
We have walked at length about our Sunday-school Zion, to

tell her towers, mark her bulwarks, and consider her palaces,
and resultant upon these extended walks, as well as our re

peated inquiries, we have arrived at certain conclusions, some

of which we now state.

1. That while some of our superintendents are yet to plod
along in the same old way, many there are who have already
greatly improved in their work, and are even now conducting
their schools much more to edification and profiting than in

times past.
We also discover that many of these very brethren are striv

ing vigorously after still higher qualifications for their respon
sible position, using faithfully all the means within their reach

for the attainment of the end proposed.
2. We have also observed that whilst some of those who oc

cupy the high places of instruction of the young in the things
of the kingdom, need themselves to be taught in many things,
yet do we find many teachers within our bounds who have

already greatly improved in the art of teaching. These show

manifestly that they have not worked in vain to qualify them

selves to become workmen. And we also meet teachers not a

few who are studying faithfully to fit themselves yet the better

for their noble vocation, using for this end all aid of books and

Institutes.

3. We have reached another conclusion, that the very best

means of awakening and of sustaining an interest in the good
work, is by the formation of township Sunday-school associa-

su-

our

the

earn
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tions; thereby developing many who might otherwise have re
mained unemployed.

And besides, we have, in our walks about Zion, discovered
the relationship of a good Sunday-school to the pastor, mak

ing manifest this truth, that just in proportion to the pastor’s
interest in his Sunday-school does the school become an inter
esting and a successful one.

We have marked, moreover, with rejoicing, a wonderful de

velopment of mind and heart in this great and good cause

The instruments seem to have been whetted for^ the work

iron hath sharpened iron, and heart hath flowed to heart'
secretaries, superintendents, and

better learning to know each other, and these
delightful comminglings are rapidly resulting in a oneness

which must precede the final triumph uueness
The erports of our township secretaries bring us glorious re-

^ numbers show an increase of 101 teachers and of
446 scholars over the last year. The present number of schools

in our county is 98; teachers, 1352; scholars, 7023. And bet-

’ 7® are permitted to rejoice in the hopeful conver
sion of 333 of our beloved scholars during the past year

Our last annual convention was held in the borough of Clin

ton, on Wednesday, September 18th. Five years have glided by
since the Association convened in that place—then celebrating
its second anniversary. The number in attendance then was

small, and the interest and sympathy manifested in the organ
ization was not large. We went thither entertaining at the

time many doubts for the success of the enterprise: nor were

progress or at the close of its
sessions. The wheels seemed not well adjusted: the machin-

frmtion, ungracious to the ear, was
q ite audible; a lack of motive power was characteristic, and

do?il7f *1^® feeble and a continuance of action
aoubtful. With others present five years ago, we v^ere sorely
tempted to propose and to aid in an utter abandonment. Nev

ertheless. some were resolute and stood undaunted at their

posts firmly resolved that by the blessing of God the work

snould go on. And the good work has gone on steadily until

this day The wheels are not now clogged; no friction is now

apparent and oppressive; resistance has been joyfully overcome •

success, and not failure, is made manifest. Up a severely rising

grade, with greatly accelerated speed, the Association has made
onward in its beneficent career. Doubts

Ksld^'p® . ’‘''® ^®r Pi!"* confidence in themessed enterprise has been begotten
increasing.

N'or could we refrain, at the seventh annual

established, and is still

convention of
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the Hunterdon County Sabbath-school Association, from the

exclamation, “ Hitherto hath the Lord helped usand the mul

titude of our fellow-laborers convened with us joined with one

heart in erecting a stone of remembrance on which to inscribe

deeply our just acknowledgment of the Divine Sovereignty,
whilst^with sweet accord we sang of His mercy, which endur-

eth forever. Surely the Lord hath greatly blessed the labors

of our hands.

, All of which is respectfully submitted.
Cornelius S. Conkling,

Corresponding Secretary.
Mt. Pleasant, Hunterdon County, N. J.,

November 12, 1867.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

It is gratifying to the Secretary to be enabled to report this
year that a County Association has been formed in Middlesex.
After full consultation with the Sunday-school workers of the

county, a call was issued for a convention, to be held at New

Brunswick, on the 25th of September. It was largely at

tended, and the greatest harmony and good feeling pervaded
the assembly. In the afternoon session an organization was

lerfected, and in the evening admirable addresses were made

ly Andrew A. Smith, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Eev. A. Taylor,
of Philadelphia; Rev. C. S. Conkling, of Mount Pleasant,
N. J., and others. The officers of the County Association are

efficient men, and I have no doubt if sufficient efforts are put
forth, an increased interest will be awakened in the Sunday-
school cause throughout the county.
What is especially needed is a personal visitation of all the

schools in the county by the Secretary.
The influence of the State Association will thus be brought

to bear directly upon each school superintendent, and teach

ers will gain more definite information in regard to the work

in which it is engaged, fuller reports will be called out, and a

new impetus given to Christian nurture. Teachers want en

couragement, and to have set before them, in an earnest and

loving manner, the many advantages they will derive from a

more general attendance at the annual conventions of the

State Association. This can only be done effectually by the
county Secretary visiting the different schools on the Sabbath,
addressing them, stirring them up to renewed energy, and

awakening in their minds a deeper sense of the responsibility
connected with educating souls for eternity. It has been im-

1
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possible for the retiring Secretary to make these visitations
and fill his own pulpit. He gave this reason for not accept

ing the oflice when urged by the former incumbent to under

take the work, and he consented to serve only till some lay
man in the county could be secured, who was competent and

willing to do it. Ho one rejoices more than himself, that in

his successor the county will have a Secretary with the neces

sary qualifications and leisure to fully develop the Sunday-
school element, and carry forward the work, now well organ

ized, to the highest degree of perfection. In order to do this

ighly important that “ Sunday-school Institutes,” be
held in dilferent parts of the county, and that the latent abil

ities of our own superintendents and teachers be in this way
develoj)ed. This will give them efficiency and confidence in

their work. The great want of our schools is more compe
tent and thoroughly trained instructors, with a higher ap

preciation of the magnitude of their work, and a deeper love

for souls. An invigorated spiritual element is needed in the

Sunday-school. It should ever be remembered that what it

assembles for on the holy day of God, is not entertainment,
but for the fixing in the minds of children religious truth, with
reference to their immediate conversion. Anything in the

books read, the addresses made, or the instructions given
that does not tend to promote this end is out of place in the

Sunday-school.
We have two township associations in the county, one in

Woodbridge, and the other in Monroe. The latter was formed

during the past summer. A public gathering vras held in a

grove under the superintendency of their efficient secretary,
Hon. John D. Buckelew. Fourteen schools were upon the
ground, averaging about one hundred each, and other friends

of the cause swelled the numbers present to about three thou

sand. Addresses were made by the county secretary, and by
quite a number of other clergymen and laymen. The Sunday-
school work was brought prominently before the inhabitants of

the township, and all were incited to greater efforts in the re

ligious culture of the young.
The statistics we have furnished will be found in their

proper place. There is little change from last year; about tbe

Same number of schools report. While we have not quite as

many conversions, we have a more liberal contribution to tbe

funds of the State Association, showing an increased interest

in the work in which it is engaged. There has been no in

crease in the number of the schools, and so far as we are in

formed there seems no especial need of this, and yet there

are doubtless more than three thousand children, of proper

it is hi
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in the county, that have not been brought into the Sun-
age,

"^""wWle^^with this report, my official connection with the

State Association will cease, my love for the cause and the ^
interest I have in the elevation and salvation of the young,

which I believe it is striving to promote, deepens every day.

I have a general acquaintance with the working Sunday-
school men in the county, and any aid I can afford the present

incumbent in his difficult, yet important, work, I shall gladly

It is my firm belief that the home and the church are the

Divine Institutions for training and perpetuating a godly

that the Sunday-school is an outgrowth of the church

fi

odly race,
, and

promises theTest results, when under the direction of its

officers and members, its true end being the extension of the

Eedeemer’s kingdom by the conversion of precious souls.
May the Great Head of the Church prosper every effort

made by the Associationto gather the dear children mto the

Sunday-school, and to lead them to “ the Lamb of God, which

taketh away the sin of the world.”
Geo. C. Lucas,

County Secretary for Middlesex.

MERCER COUNTY.

At th© suggestion of the State Secretary, Hev. Dr. West-

wood reported briefly for Mercer County, in the absence of

the regularly appointed Secretary. He had not heard of

abounding Sunday-school labors, and yet he knew that a good
deal of faithful work had been, and was being, quietly accom

plished in different localities. There was, however, a great
lack of concerted effort. The County Association—if, indeed,

there be such a thing in the county—is not a live organiza
tion, and has not extended its influence to the townships and

the schools. So far as the five schools of Princeton were con

cerned, they were flourishing—his own school certainly so ;

and so far as he had mingled with superintendents and pas

tors, he had gathered that the condition of the cause was gen

erally encouraging rather than otherwise. There was yet

much to be done in the way of organization, and Mercer
could not hold a very high rank among the counties, as to

her co-operation with the State movement. He was sorry
that, as a single witness, he could not report a better expe

rience for the capital of the State, and hoped that the facts
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might he better than he had observed them, and better
other year than now.

an-

MONMOUTH COUNTY.

During the nine years that we have been permitted to labor

with the Sunday-school Association, we have had the privilege
of meeting in every Convention, and have realized the advan

tage of so meeting in our home labors; but we have never

felt so much encouraged with our prospects, and the state of

feeling manifested towards the Sunday-school in our own

county (Monmouth), as we do this year.
There has been more interest exhibited—more effort put

forth towards exciting such interest—during the past year.

Our county organization works better; our County Conven
tion in Middletown was well attended, although the day was
excessively stormy; and the attention paid to the addresses
by our President, Dr. Worrall, and by Dr. Westwood, of

Princeton, was very gratifying. Before the Convention ad

journed, arrangements were made with Dr. Westwood to
address a mass meeting of Sunday-schools at New Monmouth,
which meeting (a few weeks subsequently), was large and en

thusiastic. The Doctor also delivered a blackboard address to

the Sunday-school at Keyport, on the evening of the same

day.
Our township Secretaries are generally working well—hold

ing monthly concerts, and in other ways endeavoring to keep
up an interest in the work.
Through their efforts our statistical reports (now in the

hands of your Corresponding Secretary), are more nearly com

plete than heretofore.
Our next county meeting will be held in the Eeformed

Dutch Church, in Marlboro’, on the fourth Thursday in August.
We do not infer from these encouraging prospects, that our

labors are to be remitted,—we do not think we have “done

what we could.” We “ thank the Lord ” for His mercies to

wards us, and “take courage” to labor more and more in this

nursery of His Vineyard; hoping soon to see these “branches
of the True Vine” transplanted to the Church of Christ, and

eventually to be greeted on the other side, by many of these,—

saved, through the instrumentality of the New Jersey Sun

day-schools.
H.H. Seabrook,

Cor. Sjc. Monmouth County.
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morris county.

Your Secretary in presenting his annual report of the Sab

bath-schools of Morris County, would acknowledge the bless

ing and favor of our heavenly Father that has attended tis the

past year. It has been one of naore than usual interest in the

Sabbath-school cause in our county. New schools have been

established, old ones enlarged, many have been blessed with a

gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and a large number

: trust, hopefully converted. The Holy Bible is being more

and more prized in our schools, and the young minds of some

thousand five hundred and ninety-five children and youth

..i j being stored and filled with its precious truths. Large

gatherings of Sabbath-school scholars have been held all over

the county; and the interest manifested by pastors, superin

tendents, teachers, scholars, and friends of the Sabbath-school,
greater than we have ever witnessed before, since the organi
zation of this Association. We have spent much time during

the year in visiting the Sabbath-schools of the county, on the

mountain-tops, in the valleys, on the hillside, and on the plains,
far and near throughout the county, now numbering one hun

dred and two, and those we have visited we have found in a

verj' flourishing condition, in many of them delightful works

of grace have been in progress, and in some whole classes have

been converted, and are rejoicing in the preciousness of a Sa

viour found; numbering 418 conversions.
We are glad to say that this noble work is taking strong

hold on the hearts of God’s people, and the interest in Sabbath-

school instruction is increasing. The numerous conversions, the

great attention, good order, and large amount of Scripture com
mitted to memory, all indicate the happy and hallowed influ

ence the Sabbath-school is exerting on the minds of the young.
We have found many facts to illustrate the power and worth

of the Sabbath-school. Together with its happy influence on

the hearts of the scholars, it is helping to fill up and create

more interest in our churches, the spirit of benevolence is in

creasing, and the large contributions made by the Sabbath-
schools of the county for benevolent purposes are doing great

good. Contributions amounting to $11,200.
One school that gave last year $900 gives this $3581; an

other supports a home missionary in Missouri, a colporteur in

Kansas, and a mission school in India, and sent two libraries

of $60 each to their missionaries, and have a balance of $300

in bank to be applied for mission purposes.
We find great want of good teachers; we hope this may he

remedied. The faithful Sabbath-school teacher occupies a

proud position; his Work is both honorable and noble.

fi
i! '

we

seven

are
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We have found in some of our schools young people’s prayer-
meetings are held, which are well attended and are exerting a
happy influence on those who attend. °

The fifth annual convention of the Morris County Associa
tion was held at Madison on Tuesday, 27th of August. The

business meeting was held in the morning, and the largest
church in the place was filled with the friends of the cause from
all parts of the county. In the afternoon a children’s meeting
was held in the grove, and it was estimated that from four to

five thousand children and adults assembled,—the largest
gathering ever convened in the county in behalf of the Sab-

lath-school cause. The meeting was full of interest, made a

good impression, and we feel has been fruitful of good results.

At that convention a resolution was passed for the holding of
a Teachers’ Institute in our county, and a committee appointed
to make the necessary arrangements, which they faithfully
attended to, and the Institute was held at Morristown, on

Wednesday and Thursday of last week; superintendents,
teachers, and pastors from all parts of the county assembled

for instruction, and one of the largest churches filled to its ut

most capacity at every meeting, and an interest manifested
that has never been witnessed before in our county. It was a

grand success, and no doubt will be followed with great good
to all who attended it.
With proper labor and co-operation of God’s people this

Association is destined to become a great power for good in
our county, exerting a great moral and religious influence, that

will help stem the tide of intemperance. Sabbath desecration,
and other evils that prevail.
We have great reason to he grateful to our Heavenly

Father for the blessings of the past year. May we witness
still greater mercies from Him for the year to come, our hearts

be tuned to serve Him better, and be more useful and faithful

in the work of the religious education of the young.
John Hill,

Secretary Morris County.

OCEAN COUNTY.

In presenting our county Sunday-school report to the State

Association, we have but one fact of general interest to the

State, and that is, a marked and very gratifying improve
ment and increase in almost every department of our Sabbath-

school efforts. If our county meeting could have been well

attended by representatives from the districts, no doubt we
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miffht have been able to report many interesting particulars.
We are especially happy to perceive a large increase

m the

number of teachers and scholars, and in the amount raised

for Sunday-school purposes. Yet we see manifest and
mani

fold srrounds for greater and much needed improvement, for

more^earnest and faithful effort. Many more of our church

members ought to give their help to this blessed work. And

many of our excellent teachers and officers ought at once to

ffive their own hearts to the Lord, and set the example of

that obedience to Christ which they teach. We are pained
to report a falling off in the number of conversions in the

schools We are afraid that we have not been faithful enough

with our scholars, many of whom are old enough to confess
Christ before men. ^ , a a
The schools of Tom’s Eiver were greatly interested and

vived by the yisits of our dear State Secretary and his excel

lent brother, and a warm-hearted, efficient superintendent
from Jersey City. They suggested and illustrated beautitully
a method of instruction, which has been adopted with great

success, as we see in the greatly increased interest of teachers

and scholars. May we haye grace to carry on this, ana what-

eyer methods are in use, thoroughly, prayerfully, faithfully,
to the salvation of a multitude of our dear children.

Warren C. Abbe,
County Secretary.

re-

,, I

PASSAIC COUNTY.

The table of statistics will show, as far as the returns have

been received, the condition of the Sunday-schools in Passaic

County. Two township secretaries failing to make any
re

turns, causes my report to be very incomplete. These town-

ships contain eight or ten schools. On the third day of June

last, a county convention met in the First Presbyterian Church

(Dr. W. H. Hornblower), to consider the propriety of organ-

izing a county association. At this meeting some stirring ad

dresses were made, in which the Corresponding Secretary,
Samuel W. Clark, and other Sunday-school laborers of New

ark, participated in our deliberations.
After a free interchange of views and feeling, the following

resolution was passed:
Resolved, That we do now proceed to form a county

ciation, for the purpose of advancing the Sunday-school
in Passaic County.
A constitution was adopted; the Hon. Henry A. Williams

was unanimously chosen President of the association, with

asso-

cause
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nine Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Corresponding Sec

retary. These officers were constituted a Board of Directors.

The Sunday-school interest, which grows in importance
we become more thoroughly acquainted with the holy influ

ence that Sunday-school instructions exert upon the minds of

children, calls loudly to every church-member to work, for

“the harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.”

The most pleasing part of my report shows that two hundred

and three (203) scholars have been brought, by God’s grace,

from nature’s darkness into the light of the Gospel of peace.
This is the purpose for which we work, and we rejoice when

we see the blessing of God resting upon our labors.
A. Stoutenborough,

County Secretary.

as

SALEM COUNTY.

From Salem County your secretary is permitted to report
progress. From year to year, since a county association was

organized, we have had continually increasing and cheering
evidences of a growing interest in, and devotion to the Sun

day-school work. Our last county convention, held in Woods-
town, on the 18th of September, was one of much interest; in

attendance, and in all respects, it was a decided improvement
over any previous meeting. Addresses were delivered before

the convention by the President, Eev. J. E. Murphy, D.D.,
and by Eev. Messrs. Fleming, Curtis, and W. D. Hires. The

following questions were discussed and answered:
First. “Would it not conduce to the interest and useful

ness of the schools, if the earnest Sunday-school workers in

Salem County would organize an association in each town

ship, in which to compare views, pray together, and stir one

another up to love and to good works ?”
Second. “Is our present Sunday-school literature such as

the wants and ends of the schools demand ?”

Do not Sunday-school picnics tend to evil, and
cannot something better be introduced in place of them ?”

Fourth. “What are the qualities of a good superintendent?”
Fifth. “ What are the qualities of a first-class teacher ?”

The town secretaries, in the main, attended to their duties

during the last year, with commendable devotion. The same

were re-elected, with the exception of B. P. Wallen and M. D.

Dickinson, who are succeeded by Job Dixon and W. B. Kirby.
The Eev. Samuel Curtis was elected President.

The Sixth Annual Meeting will be held in the Broadway
Methodist Episcopal Church, Salem, on Wednesday, Septem-

Third.
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1868 Since your last meeting, one township Lower
her 23d, 18b»^ J Cumber-
LTgWY by the letio” of the State legi.ktare, H.ac.,
S.itoZ.K.ie oot inelnded in o«r present report lam
£nv to sa^ that in each of the two townships in which we

Ported no school last year, a school has been organized
and

^inincd soon we hope, to be followed by others. With
th e ltement,’we send to the excellent State^ Secretary,

S.

W Clark, a statistical table, showing the number and
condi

tion of the schools in the county, so far as reported. We also

send thirty dollars for the use of the

WoonsTOWK, Nov. 7th, 1867. bounty Secretary.

re

SOMERSET COUNTY./

With two or three exceptions, all the Sabbath-schools
of

Somerset County have reported to this Association,
and we

find in almost every item of the accompanying statistics,
Sthv Ld encouraging progress. The county is thoroughly
organized and well fup^pfied'with schools We Jo -t learn

from any of our efficient township secretaries that
another

Iffie rchoois^of the county are generally well conducted, and

those who teach in them are the best men
can be found in the respective evangelical churches ^jt
all of our schools are far below what they should be in point

of efficiency. The instruction imparted,
very general, very meagre, and without spirit oi p

•

maTy of our teachers have little heart in their work, and pass

over^he lesson of the day in a most for“"\^L^^that ther"
ner. These teachers,—and I wish I
were only a few of them,—merely occupy the time of

their

scholars, and manifest very little interest both in
the lesson

and their classes. „ , . , e .r.,111
In view of this fact, the correctness of which very few will

question, it seems that the great “ced in the schools
of Somer

set County is more effective teaching. And the great praet ca

question is; How shall this defect be remedied, how
this need

be supplied? As already stated, we have the best materials
for teachers that the county offers. We cannot dismiss to

any considerable number the incompetent, and supply
tneir

places with those who are as yet unenlisted in the service;

for the very supposition that more competent teachers
m

mental endowments, are outside of our Sabbath-schools, brings

r
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up another supposition, that they have not the heart qualifica
tions, or they would not be found “standing all the day idle ”
Hence, whatever improvement is made or attempted, must
be upon the present enlisted arm3^ of over thirteen hundred

teachers, now reported in the eighty-eight schools of the
county.

The Sabbath-school Institutes proposed to be held in dif

ferent parts of the county, we expect, will do much in im
proving the ability of our teachers. But this will only par
tially meet the necessity of the case, if these Institutes are as

successful as we wish them to be. The vital question still

presses upon us : How shall the piety, the efficient piety and
heart interest of all-the teachers be increased?

We respectfully suggest that pastors and superintendents
confer with each other on this most important question. Let

special sermons, on the -piety of Sabbath-school teachers, be

preached in every church, and similar addresses be delivered

every school-house throughout the county. To the same
end, let every Sabbath-school establish a prayer-meeting, in

which teachers can mingle their prayers and counsels on this

subject. Let us lay hold upon the divine Arm to do this

great work for us. O for the baptism of the Holy Ghost 1

J. Le Fevre,
County Secretary.

in

SUSSEX COUNTY.

The tyuse of Sunday-schools we are encouraged to believe
making decided progress through the county of Sussex.

More interest is shown and more is doing than ever before.

The number of new schools organized is not great, but those

previously in existence are able to report a greater number of

teachers and scholars. Commendable zeal is shown in the

effort to bring all of suitable age and capacity into connection

with the Sunday'-school.
retaining the older scholars and in bringing back numbers

who have ceased attendance because they were almost grown,

by forming Bible classes and showing that the Sunday-school
was not alone for the small children. By means of infant
classes many, who before were left out, are brought earlier

under religious training. Still more might be done in in

structing those of tender age, suiting the lessons to their

'"pacity, and placing them somewhat apart.
The efficiency of the schools is increasing. With greater ex-

Ptyienee and better facilities their power for good is more

Widely felt and more highly appreciated. It is now generally

18

There has been considerable success
m

ca

3
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. . pan nrospei- without its Sunday-school,
felt that "DO jfg Sunday-school is regarded as a proper

^ the'church. In many
indication of tbe flo h ^^onthly services designed
congreg^ations the and advan
tageous!^ The increasing interest on the part of churches

and

“limost ^v^y SoK'^now its° jm\rV its anniver-

iiilspsiiisall our efforts should tend, have a very wter
tHs e-ratifvin^ to find teachers themselves becoming

better

BtuLnts of the Bible Many feel impo^an-^

""Thfsnirit'of prayer among teachers and scholars pervades

Christ’s kingdom, still prospers and has become a mig y

power in tlie land. Its influence for good “'^^Thlrl
felt, and the returns from it wax greater moll
is no room for discouragement, every reason for if^nd

con

fidence God is blessing us, and our tongue should show
forth

his praise. Looking to the future we may rightly anticipa
the fullest measure of success,

union and organized eflort among all n^i^^ach
souls, we hope, as respects the county of Susse , I P ,

the aim whik this Association adopted in its organization, to

bring into the Sunday-school every child “iiid youth,
and to

bring them also if possible into the kingdom of our
Lord and

Saviour Jesus Christ. , , ,
The annual Convention of the County Association was held

at Branchville in September, and was largely attended,
i

can
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earnestness manifested in the cause, the exhibition of fraternal
feeling, and the desire for greater advance, promises large
results for the future, and we trust that with every year

may report results more and more gratifying from our county.
A. A. Haines,

Corresponding Secretary for Sussex County.

we

UNION COUNTY.

Not receiving my appointment as Secretary for Union
County until October 25th, the time being so short, I hardly
knew how or where to begin to accomplish the work expected
from my hands ; but when our good brother Clark wrote that

he would be able to report from every county in the State

except Union, I felt it my duty to do what I could in the

work. Out of over fifty schools to whom blanks were sent,
accompanied with an earnest appeal that each superintendent’
even at this eleventh hour, would act at once, only twenty-
one of the number have made any returns. I am unable to

conceive the cause of this seeming supineness and indiffer
ence on the part of so many whose hearts are known to be in the

work. Could more time have been allotted us, I have no doubt

but the report from Union County would have been more full

and complete; from the returns already received, our county
shows a marked improvement over any previous year. The

returns are very flattering and full of encouragement, espe
cially in the increased number of conversions. If each super
intendent had given us the item of conversions alone, what a

thrill of joy it would have sent to every Christian heart. Prom

the twenty-one schools reporting, we have two hundred and

seventy-nine conversions. Should the balance of schools
port in the same ratio, our conversions would reach six hun

dred, against one hundred and fifty of last year, thus showing
that God has been in our work of love, and has blessed us

abundantly, not only spiritually, but he has imbued our hearts

with benevolence, as our contributions have more than dou

bled those of the year 1866.
Although the organization in Union County is by no means

what it should be, yet, dear friends, we have nothing to dis

courage us in pushing toward the mark of our high calling in

this glorious Sunday-school work. In union there is strength.
By the help of the Almighty, may we not expect to rally
around our Association, and in 1868 be able to render a report
from every school in the county ?
There are several schools in the county that should be favor-

re-
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and
,1 At Summit, through the untiring energy
ably notic^. po^^gll, a commodious chapel has bejmeftort of other hundred dollars. ^

Td h?s Ssociates are to be commended for the good work
^ « fimno- May God’s blessing rest upon them.

* ThrcoloredPschoollt Eahway, under the care f1 u \ +v,nno-h small for good order and strict attention to

SStu'dit: wtlTbl^k m for many of our larger schools
A°'sim’daA^-8chool Union Association has been formed

in

o.Td\'olferSt. t^e i»p..-
of pMcto'al attendance at their classes, thus showing

to

^ nder their charge, that they have an interest in

He

are

tance

the scholars u

^‘^Herwut'find the statistics of Union County as far as I

have been able to get the returns. Geoege E. Jaques,
County Secretary.

WARREN COUNTY.

Your Secretary desires to acknowledge^, with faid-

And in l5e.enting my.elf
make this my third annual report, I rejoice with you

all that

have been permitted to do something in this great good
cause which we represent here to-day And ^fe we
feel humbled on account of inability and f
we feel rejoiced that God has been pleased to attend

our labws

with some success, and that we are permitted Report
some

increase and a general growing and ively interest t^e
bath-school cause throughout our friends,
our motto then be. Onward, onward, and still onward.
We have regular county and township organizations,

las?! annual county meeting was held in the Pjesbytenan
Church in Washington, on the 28th day of August last,

ine

house was filled with a large and attentive audience,
me

usual opening exercises of reading the Scriptures and
devo-

we

Our
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tion, reading of the minutes and reports of secretaries. Most

interesting speeches were listened to from delegates from

own and adjoining counties and State. Interspersed with good
music from the choir, kept up a lively interest during the

whole day.
Our county organization is in good working order and some

township organizations; we have 17 townships, and in each

township a secretary. We have in our county 77 Sabbath-
schools, 4 new ones; 975 officers and teachers, 860 average;

5000 scholars, 4200 average; 650 teachers church members;
480 scholars church members; 90 conversions; 14 deaths; 950

infant class; 300 over eighteen years of age; 19,500 volumes

in library; $2500 for sustaining Sabbath-schools; $876 for

benevolent purposes; 6 schools hold teachers’ prayer-meetings;
8 have missionary organizations; 20 have no schools during
the winter. Most of our Sabbath-schools, if not all, are favored

with supei’intendents who are men of piety, and are laboring
devotedly for success. We have some 975 officers and teachers^
together with some 480 scholars who are church members, and

would fondly hope Christians. Who can estimate the good
influence of so large a number who are praying and laboring
for those under their care; and are each week leaving an im

press upon the youthful mind ?
One very encouraging feature is that we have some 300

among our scholars who are over eighteen years of age, show

ing that there are some who do not think themselves too old

to be learners in the school of Christ. As another cause of re

joicing in God’s goodness to us, we have to record the fact that

we have 5000 children in our Sunday-schools and only 14 deaths,
showing only one death to 350 children; also that where we

have one death we have six conversions to God in our Sabbath-

schools. The Church should indeed be proud of such an insti

tution as the Sabbath-school, and should unitedly and cheer

fully take these little ones by the hand and lead them to J esus.

Dear friends, I look forward and see a great work yet to be

done in our county before wo can say that we have complied
with one of the State resolutions, which was, to bring every
child in the State under the influence of Sabbath-school instruc

tion. This, my friends, could soon be accomplished if every
naember of our different churches throughout our county were

to step forward to his or her duty.
In our county organizations I do not think we have a class

of persons, from the president down, that is capable of doing
more good and advancing our great and glorious cause more

than our township secretaries. And it is to that class of men

are depending very largely for our success in our State and

county organizations, and greatly to increase and enlarge

our

we

We

our
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the fact that they are at home where
Sabbath-schools, from
the work is j dear friends, of the Sabbath-school,
The great ^ Ind children of our land ; thenis the conversion of tbe ^nd although our ad-

let us with this 1 as wewould gladly have hoped,
ditimis thisyeai a g without a wit-
yet God in his kindness a ^ ^nd consecrate our-
”r ■’'"‘irthe wk ot c,5 dS Bedeemer, relying »
’ht™?edo™ ^omten" tl-.t ,6 .bnll re.p in dne time .f

fn.nt

"1„ of which i. mod reepoCMIy
Corresponding Secretary of Warren County.

relieved at intervals by
The hearing of county reports was

the singing of hymns.

new jersey and MARYLAND.
The Eev. H. C. Westwood,

both a member of the Now Jersey
gate from the Maryland Convention, and presented the greet

ings of that body. They had heard good news from the
sister State, and it had stimulated them. They were

ener

getically at work, were holding their conventions,
a-d having

a good time in them. These annual occasions with them
were certainly very spirited, and marked by a mos ar
nious and brotherly feeling. He should be very glad

if the

would appoint delegates to the Maryland meetmg
to be held at Washington City on the first Tuesday

in De

cember. As the State Secretary, retained in that office,
al

though no longer resident in Maryland, he expected
to he

present, and would take pleasure in introducing his
brethren

from this State of his adoption.

The President responded to the greeting. As a Marylander
himself, and as one of the young men who, years before

had

labored earnestly in the formation of Sabbath-schools
m Wash-

D.D., announced himself as
Convention and a dele-

Convention
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ington, and as one of the original founders of the Youn^ Men

Christian Association of that city, he took special pleasure in
receiving the warm and hearty greetings of his dear brethren
ot the Maryland Association.
A resolution

ness Committee to

’s

was subsequently passed, instructing the Busi-
' a delegation to convey the saluta

tions of the Association to the Maryland Convention.
The Business Committee reported the programme for the

evening, and the first session adjourned on the benediction bv
Eev. James Le Fevre. ^

name

SECOND SESSION.
Tuesday Evening.

The Convention met in the First Baptist Church, at 7J
o’clock. The President occupied the chair. A large audience

was in attendance. A prayer-meeting of fifteen minutes was

held, after which the minutes were read and adopted. The

Convention was then greeted with the following

ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

By Eev. Charles H. Whitecar.

After referring to the fact that i the city of Camden, ten
years ago, the thought of this State movement originated, and

that after a pilgrimage of ten years (in one of which, when

still in its youth, the body had met in Camden), the Conven

tion had again come to the place of its birth with all its ripened
experience and rich fruits of blessing, the speaker, in behalf

of the Camden County Association, tendered a warm welcome
to the Convention, and its friends, the patrons and supporters
01 the Sunday-school.

We have looked forward to this occasion, he said, with
ordinary interest, combining, as it does in its representative
persons, so much of the wisdom and worth of the Church of

ew Jersey, and in its object, so much of the manner and

in

no
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her success, and of perpetuating her glory,
first created, then redeemed, and

means of enlarging
ftod in the unity of persons

now’ governs the world. By unity the solar system conserves
its uses and its splendor. The stars are apart m the sky, but

in accomplishing their mission-to give
they descend earthward, and in the unity of theirmingle, as

incedom “rule the night.”
We welcome you, therefore, in the correspondence of your

organization to the divine operations and to the order
of

Differing in persons, yet one in spiritual nature,
and

glorious work; apart in the permissions and allotments
of di

vine providence, yet harmonious in aim, and accordant in pur

pose. The glory of God being the aim. and the salvation
ol

youth and childhood the object. „ t. • rc la
Each year brings its necessities and its relief. Passing

life is

exhaustive of mere human measures. Some it entire^ ignores,

as impractical or useless, some it rejects as imperfect
or in

sufficient, and then suggests new ones as imperiously
needed

and urges united wisdom and goodness to the work of prepara
tion for the future. We then welcome you to your a«n«a
meeting, and to our midst, where you will review the past

and provide for the future of our great Sunday-school
work

and where we may early profit from your deliberations
and

pr

nature

■i i!

What is useful in nature is always operative and continuous
of results Her elements are always busy and hard working,

to rivers, and aid in bearing forward our
fioat the marine of all na-

Eivulets rush on

home commerce; while the seas

tions, and together they irrigate all habitable land.
The Air

supplies our breathing, and motive power for mills and sailing

barks. Fire is busy in stove, and range, and furnace,
and

of the whirling wheel of travel and industry.sits master

While patient Earth bears all the strokes that mercenaries
ply upon her form, and all the burdens that industry piles

upon her bosom, and yet faithfully yields her treasures
of

harvest for subsistence.

We welcome you as thus operative. Time nor separation
has weakened your love, nor diminished, as we hope, your

fraternal interest in the future of the Sunday-school work;
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More, we hail you here, of firmer purpose, and of stronger
will to forward the work God has given you to do.
We welcome you as co-laborers in the great Sunday-school

work as individually employed in instructing the youth of the

State in religious knowledge, and in the work of bringing them
to Christ. What a glorious mission has been yours in the

year just closed. To educate, convert, and elevate childhood

by Christian means. Giving to the Church her redeemed chil

dren, to the State devoted sons, and to the Eepublic worthy
patriotic supporters.

We-feel that we are “one” in spirit, “one” in work, “one”

in purpose, “one” in faith, “one” in the blessed hope of “the

great salvation.” We believe that out of the mouth of babes

and sucklings the praise of angels and of men shall be “ per
fected.” For high up amid angel, prophetic, kingly, priestly,
apostolic, martyr, Christian song, shall rise the hosanna of re

deemed childhood, “ To him that hath redeemed us be glory
and praise forever and ever. Amen and amen!”

Friends of childhood, friends of Jesus, thrice welcome!
Your presence assures the future. We shall have no less num

ber of Sabbath-schools, nor scholars, nor teachers. The Bible,
the Church, and the Sabbath will “ abide,

be populated with the rich fruits of your unwearying toil.

And heaven will

RESPONSE.

To the above welcome, President Maekie uttered a brief

reply. He acknowledged, on behalf of the Convention, the

cordiality, the heartiness and the Christian love with which

the citizens of Camden had received them, and prayed that

some seeds of blessing would be dropped among them that

would grow into a glorious fruitage for the glory of God in

the salvation of souls.

After singing Beautiful Mansions,” the President intro

duced Prof Hart, of Trenton, principal of the New Jersey
State Normal School, senior editor also of The Sunday-School
Times, of Philadelphia, who made the following address;
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DUTIES AND QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS.
By Johk S. Hart, LL.D.

I. LOVE FOR THE WORK.

In cities, it is not uncommon to see shop-signs made with a

sort of fine lattice-work, so arranged and painted as to read

differently according to the point from which they are viewed.

Approach the shop from the east and you read “ Hardware.”
Approach it from the west and you read “ Dry Goods.” Stand

directly opposite, and the same sign gives only the letters,
“ Caleb Jones.”

Shop signs are not the only things which may have a dif

ferent reading according to the point from which they are

viewed. A man, for instance, has been accustomed to have a

quiet Sabbath. He occupies his seat morning and afternoon
in the sanctuary, and during the remainder of the sacred day

he enjoys a season of calm repose, which he divides between

reading and contemplation, with (perhaps?) some little allot

ment for sleep. But teachers are sadly needed for the Sab

bath-school, and some importunate superintendent makes a

piteous appeal for help. The call is so loud and long-con
tinued that conscience at length is disturbed. The man begins

to have a dreamy sort of conviction that possibly this world

not intended for his resting-place; that possibly, in a

most important sense, he is his brother’s keeper; that per

haps this entire quietude of his Sabbath is not the most effec

tual mode of discharging his share of the great commission
to preach the gospel to every creature. So he begins to look

the question seriously in the face, whether indeed he ought
not to take a class in the Sabbath-school. But the more he

thinks of it, the more onerous does the duty appear. _ The
school which he is invited to join has a reputation of being a
very disorderly school. The scholars are rude and unman
nerly. Some of the teachers do not belong to his circle, and

he is not sure that he will not be in danger of compromising
himself in many ways. The school, moreover, has two ses

sions on the Sabbath, besides a Teachers’ Meeting during the

week. In addition to this, he understands that the teachers

are expected to look after their class out of school, to visit

them at their homes, and have a general superintendence
over their interests. Altogether, his peace is terribly dis

turbed by the prospect. He is looking down the east end of

the street, and the sign reads nothing but “ hardware,” in

big, staring capitals.

I
was
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_ I?ow different often is the feeling of the same man when he
m once fairly enlisted in the work. The work indeed was not

unduly rnagnified. He finds it in this respect all that it was
represented to be. There is much to do. Many an hour of

toil must be eneoiintefed. The labor of teaching is not in

itself soothing to the nerves. He has to give many a denial

® himself happy; happier, by
tar, than in his former days of Sabbath composure. The rea
son IS obvious His heart is in the work. He has become
interested in these little ones committed to his care. He goes
to meet them at the appointed hour, not like a convict under

penalty of the lash, not because he feels that he has to so or

incur somebody’s censure, but because it is a pleasure and a
privilege to go. It would be a real self-denial to him to stay
away He has learned the benign mystery of Christ’s king
dom, that love sweetens every kind of toil. Like his Master,
be has now meat to eat that the idler and the worldling know
not ot. He has learned that active beneficence towards others

IS otten t^ very best way of kindling the fires of his own de

votion. He met Jesus in the way, as he went up that dark

alley in search of a poor lame boy. The Holy Ghost
poured out on his own heart as he kneeled by the bed of the

sick child in yonder garret. His own conscience was pricked
as he hunted for passages by which to awaken the conscience
ot that careless one. How much more liberal he is than for

merly in his donations to benevolent objects ! How much

more readily his hand finds its way to his purse, and how

much wider he opens it! In prayer, too, whether in his pri
vate devotions, or in the social meeting, how his heart is

opened, how his tongue is unloosed ! So far from retrograd
ing in the graces of the Spirit, since the quiet of his Sabbaths

was disturbed, he never before made such progress. So far

from the Sabbath-school being a burden to him, and a griev
ance, his Sabbaths were never such seasons of high and pre
cious enjoyment. In fact, to recur once more to our figure, he
looks at the shop from a different end of the street. He does

not forget, indeed, that there is “ hardware” within, but the

sign, trom the point where he now views it, is all radiant with

beauty, while he reads, in letters of living light
Peace, Joy in the Holy Ghost.”

was

Love.

Most sincerely do I pity the teacher who goes to his task

from no other motive than a sense of duty. Not only is he

thereby a great loser himself, but he lacks one essential quali
fication for the work which he undertakes. Love not only
sweetens toil, but makes it efficacious. If the teacher would suc
ceed m his work, he must love it.
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II. PREPARATION.

Nothing is plainer than that
does not know. He must know a thing himself before he can

teach it to others. This is so nearly a truism that it seems

trifline- to insist upon it. Yet one cannot hav^ much to do

with the management of Sabbath-schools without being forced

to the conclusion that this is not an accepted truth in the

practical beliefs of a great many teachers. I feel, therelore,

t^hat it will not be entirely beating the air, if I occupy a lew

paragraphs in urging upon teachers the duty of study.
Those who neglect weekly preparation for the duties oi the

Sabbath-school may be divided into several kmds. ihe
hrst

kind consists of those who teach very young children, or very

io-norant persons, or who have a miscellaneous class oi pupils,

with no common lesson. The teacher in such circumstances
is apt to suppose that any regular plan of study on his part

in order to prepare himself for the lessons of his class is not

only unnecessary, but impracticable. He has perhaps
to hear

one scholar read a little out of the Spelling-Book, to help

another learn a verse of a hymn or of the Bible, to explain to

a third, who is just learning to read, the difference between

h and d, and crooked s and round o; to hear a fourth recite a

pao-e in the catechism; to tell a fifth, who has never
Wen heard of God, something about the creation, or the tall,

or the flood ; and he thinks that for such a class all he needs

is to be present on the Sabbath, and to go through
wit a

certain amount of hearing lessons, scolding, and things
that everybody knows. It is a woful mistake. Such a class,

beyond all others, requires stated, special preparation
on the

part of the teacher. The more feeble and ignorant the
mind

of the learner, the more the teacher must study to find out

just what knowledge and ideas are capable of being received

by the pupil, and of interesting him. The teacher may have a

good deal of knowledge, of one kind and another, without
..aving just what is wanted for his class. _He should make it

his business on the Sabbath to gauge the minds of his scholars,

and during the week to select and prepare for use just those

items of knowledge which their case requires and admits.
Some persons, who have been engaged for several years in

this kind of teaching, have accumulated thereby quite a fund

of materials, from which they feel as if they could draw tvith-

out notice to suit almost any and everybody. But even these

persons would do well not to give up the habit of specific
preparation for each particular occasion. Without this, in

struction is apt to lose its freshness, and to degenerate into

mere routine. If a man would understand how much study

cannot teach what hea man

I
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is necessary in the way of special weekly preparation for

class of mere beginners, let him visit one of the schools for the

feeble-minded, and see how ingenuity is racked to devise the

means of awakening and fixing the attention.
Another teacher is favored with a more advanced class. His

scholars have a regular Bible lesson, with a Question Book

from which to learn it. But he has been a great reader all

his life, he is familiar with the Bible, has studied and read it

a great deal, he is fluent in discourse, often addresses the

people in the prayer-meeting, and on other occasions, and never

seems at a loss for thoughts or for words with which to ex

press them. He is tempted, therefore, to rely upon his gen
eral knowledge and fluency, instead of preparing himself spe

cifically upon the lesson of the week. He thinks, if the

scholars will study the lesson, he can safely draw enough from
his fund of general knowledge to make the subject interesting.
So he contents himself with asking the questions that are in

the book, and branching off here and there in unpremeditated
talk upon something incidentally brought up in the course of

the lesson. Such instruction is not entirely lost. But it is far

from coming up to that measure of usefulness which every

teacher should seek. To a studious child there is no stimulus

to study so strong, and at the same time so healthful, as the

discovery that his teacher is perfectly at home in every mi

nute point of the lesson. The child feels that his own ac

quisitions or failures will come under the review of one who

measure them with minute and unerring certainty; and
the recollection of this fact operates most powerfully and most

beneficially upon the mind of the learner. If the scholar’s
mind is at all given to inquiry, and there are few minds which

have not some tendency in this direction, the thirst for knowl

edge is stimulated by the certainty that it will be gratified.
The more complete and exhaustive is the teacher’s knowledge
of that particular lesson, the more will the child’s natural love

for knowledge take root and grow under its influence.
No matter how advanced the teacher may be in knowledge,

or how extensive his general acquisitions, he should always

aim to bring to each lesson something fresh. This will keep
his own mind from stagnation, and it will secure for him a

kind of influence over his scholars, which is to be gained in no

a

can

other way. A sort of preparation which might be good
enough for a scholar', will be far from sufHcient for the teacher.

Nor let the teacher limit his study to books and commenta-
Let him imitate the great Teacher, who drew his in

structions from the occurrences of every day. The Sabbath-
school teacher would do well to make his book preparation on

Sabbath evening. Let him on that evening go through the

ries.
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uprightness, or honesty, or any proper or conscientious sense

of one’s responsibility to the class, to the school, to the super

intendent, thus to leave the matter at sixes and sevens, just
at the most critical moment in the whole session, namely, at

the time of opening ?
With what face can a teacher who is late himself admonish

Is not such a habit a sin ? Does nothis pupils for lateness?
the teacher who takes a class enter into a virtual engagement

to be present, and to be present in time ? Because the en

gagement is voluntary, or informal, is it any less binding on
the conscience? Is it not rather, like vows to the Lord, of
which no human tribunal can take cognizance, for that very

reason all the more sacred ? In a worldly point of view, what

conduces more to the pleasantness and the success of every

kind of enterprise, than punctuality on the part of all en

gaged? What, on the other hand, is more damaging both to

character and prospects, than the want of punctuality ? With

what unfailing exactness does our heavenly Father observe
all his engagements, even with sinners ? How, without the

failure of a second, he brings forth the sun, and the stars, and

the seasons at their appointed time! Shall we not in this as

in other things, aim to be perfect, as our Father which is in

heaven is perfect ?
There is, in the minds of Sabbath-school teachers, not only

a woful apathy on this subject, but a singular misapprehen
sion as to what constitutes punctuality. Many teachers seem

to suppose that they are in time, if they are present just at
the moment when the school begins. It is a great mistake.
If the school begins at nine, and the teacher enters exactly at

nine, he is late! He is at least ten or fifteen minutes late.

That a teacher should be in his place some considerable time

before the opening of school, is a truth so obvious that it

seems hardly worth while to argue it. In manj^ of the public

schools, where the theory of what is right and needful takes

the form of legal enactment, teachers are required to be in

their school-rooms half an hour before the time of beginning

school. The superintendent is not able, and does not wish to

play tiie school Director. But surely we all serve a Master

,Tio will take cognizance of shortcomings in duty, and who

has a right to something more than a half-way, grudging,
scanty service.
There is no time, in the session of a lai-ge school, when it is

so difficult to maintain order, as in the few moments just be

fore the bell gives the signal for school to begin. Pupils will
begin to assemble half an hour before the time. They become

more and more numerous as the time advances, and for the

last few minutes before school-time, the main body of the

w
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scholars will be present. Yet many teachers seem to think

that they are fully up to time, if they are present at the mo

ment for opening school. Suppose every teacher should take

this ground, what would be the state of the school for the

fifteen minutes previous to opening? I recollect once visiting
large city school, about fifteen minutes before the time for

its opening. There were at least two hundred scholars pres

ent, and not one teacher on the premises. The scene may be
easily imagined. It was a perfect bear-garden. It took half

the session of that day to correct the disorder engendered in

that fifteen minutes of riot.

It is in vain to say that the children should not be allowed

to come until the actual time. This is a thing bejmnd the

power of rules to rectify. Many of the children have no accu

rate time-piece at home. Some come from a distance and can

not time their arrival to a minute. The parents of others want

them out of the way, and so send them otf to school as soon

as breakfast or dinner is over. There will be, therefore, more

or less straggling in the arrival of the children at school.

Some will come too late, and some will come too early. In

a school of any size, there will always be a considerable body
of children assembled at least fifteen or twenty minutes before

the time for opening, and the teachers must be present to

take charge of them and keep them in order. It is on the

whole rather desirable that the arrival of the scholars should

be thus gradual. Were they all to arrive upon the premises
at the same moment, it would lead to great confusion. When

they come dropping in, one or two at a time, each scholar
can be attended to individually, as he arrives, and all the

little adjustments of dress, of overcoats, umbrellas, books, and
so forth, can be made by the teacher, so that by the time all

are in their seats, all wdll be thoroughly prepared, and ready
for the common duties of the class.

I have seen schools, in which the whole burden of this pre

liminary preparation was thrown upon the superintendent.
He was expected to be in his place half an hour, or a quarter

of an hour, before the time, while all the other teachers
seemed to be quite satisfied with themselves if they entered

the door as the bell rang. It would be well if such teachers

could change places for a while with the superintendent, and

find by experience what it is to stand alone and keep two or

three hundred wild children at bay.
The ten or fifteen minutes before school are so exceedingly

useful to the teacher, that it is difficult to understand how

one whose heart is in the work can stay away. There are so

many things needed to Be done, which can be better done

then than at any other time, that it is indeed surprising how

a
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slow teachers are to avail themselves of the privilege. Every
teacher has things to say to one scholar or to another, which
he does not wish the other members of the class to hear

There is no time so favorable as this for having these little'
incidental private talks with individual scholars. Then, too’
nearly all the troublesome and time-killing business of library’
books and papers can be discharged. Then most of the en

tries of attendance may be made. Then is the time for enter

ing miscellaneous memoranda in the class-book, and for

making general inquiries, and establishing a confidential foot

ing with the different members of the class. In short, a teacher

who is in his seat fifteen minutes before school, adds that

much to his solid teaching-time after school begins, for the

things which he does in those fifteen minutes before school

would have otherwise to be done in school, and so his time

for teaching would be just thus much abridged.
The Sabbath-school teacher’s rigid punctuality in his at

tendance is essential to the good order of the school, and to

the formation of the same habit in his scholars; while the

want of it is an example of truancy to them, a disturbance of

the arrangements of the school, and a vexation of spirit to

those who are appointed to rule over it.

IV. IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE.

The trials of a Sabbath-school superintendent are many and

various. Among these there is none more disheartening
than that which arises from the irregular attendance of

teachers. If there were not in the Sabbath-school
traordinary and inherent vitality, it would die out in nine

cases out of ten for this single cause. No other business with

which we are acquainted could survive the incessant shocks

to which this is subjected.
Look at a «ase. Here is a class of eight or ten boys.

Their Sabbath lesson comes only once a week. With all the

faithfulness and vigilance that the teacher may give, the

chances are that the lesson will be but indifferently learned,
even if it has not been forgotten entirely. One boy was absent

the last Sabbath and depended upon a classmate to tell him

where the lesson would be. That classmate was not attend
ing when the lesson was given out, and so two of the class

are entirely unprepared. Thus, for one reason and another
no matter how faithful the teacher may be, the actual
ress of the class in Scriptural knowledge is subject to

tinual drawbacks and interruptions. But let the teacher be

absent, and these evils are multiplied indefinitely. In the

first place, on the given Sabbath when the teacher is absent.

some ex-

prog-
con-

4
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Here is one entirethe whole lesson is lost to the whole class. .
week of religious instruction gone. On the following Sab

bath should the teacher be present, the result will be about

the same. The scholars will not know whether to learn a

new lesson or the old one, and in the doubt will learn none at

all One day’s absence of the teacher does in fact cause the

loss of two weeks’ instruction. Where there is occasional
irree-ularity of the scholar also, the scholar absent one Sab

bath and the teacher the next, all instruction comes to an

end. A large experience in this matter has led to the
viction that it takes at least three weeks of diligent attend

ance on the part of a teacher to repair the injury to his class

of one day’s absence, and that a teacher who is absent
Ironi

his post on the average as often as once in four weeks cannot

possibly be making any headway. The class will not
make

any substantial advance in Scriptural knowledge. It is like

going up a slippery ascent. It takes three or four strides up

ward to overcome the loss of a single slip or fall. The man

who misses his footing every third or fourth step will
reach the summit. Irregularity in lessons is mischievous
enouo-h in the week-day school, where the same subject is

pursued from day to day. But where the interval froni one

esson to another is an entire week, any considerable inter

ruption or irregularity is fatal. _
Irregular attendance of the teacher is a source of multiplied

evils in the school, besides those produced in his own class.

Eight or ten scholars left to themselves, without any one to

engage their attention or keep them in order, are a source of

annoyance to all the classes in the neighborhood. _ If they re

main together, they talk, laugh, play, make a noise practise

mischievous pranks upon the children all around them, and

so distract the attention and interrupt the lessons of half a

dozen classes. If the superintendent disti'ibutes them, they

still constitute a discordant and disturbing element in every

class to which any portion of them is assigned. The superin

tendent is generally obliged to dispose of vacant classes in

this way, in order to prevent disquiet. But it puts a heavy

drag upon some three or four other classes. Let every
teacher, then, who is absent, remember, first, that all benefit

to his own class for that week, and almost all for the week to

come, is lost; secondly, that his class will receive a positive

injury; thirdly, that he puts a heavyweight and hindrance
upon at least three or four of his fellow-teachers; fourthly,

that he adds grievously to the cares and perplexities of the

superintendent; fifthly, that he contributes more directly and

eflSciently than any other cause to the promotion of disorder

and disquiet in the school; and finally, that it will take him

never
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at least three Sabbaths of faithful and diligent attendance to

repair the evils of one day’s absence.
What would be thought of a preacher who should fall to

meet his congregation at the appointed hour ?—of a physician
who should neglect to visit his patient ?—of a clerk who did
not attend at the appointed hours of business ?—of a lawyer
who was not in court when his case was called up?—of a ser

vant who should neglect to prepare the family dinner ?—of a

man or woman in any relation of life, who*should fail to meet

a stated engagement, and not only make no provision for the

contingency, but neglect even to apprise the parties concerned

of the failure, until it was too late to make other arrange
ments? There is not a business in life that would not be

utterly disarranged and brought to a stand-still, if the parties
engaged in it were to pursue the course adopted without ap
parent compunction by some teachers of Sabbath-schools.

Such a course adopted by an employe in a bank, a counting-
house, a day-schoo , or in any other public or private business,
would insure immediate dismissal from service. It would
ruin any man in any of the public professions. It would
imply a breach of contract, and entail inevitable loss of char
acter.

Is the o^iigation of a teacher to meet his class any less
binding because it has been voluntarily assumed, and because

the labor is not performed for a pecuniary equivalent ? Is a

t. • in which one engages for the sake of Christ any less

obligatory than one entered upon for a worldly advantage ?

May a teacher with good conscience be absent from his class

for any cause that would not justify him in failing to meet a

business engagement? In case of such necessary absence, is

he not bound to give timely notice to the superintendent and

to procure a substitute, just as a lawyer, a physician, or a

minister would do, in a similar case ? If at half-past ten on

Sabbath morning, when the people were all assembled for

public worship, the elders or the sexton were to receive a

message that the minister did not feel very well and would

not be there that morning, or that he had been called out of

the day before, and they must get somebody else to
preach for them, would the congregation be well satisfied with '

such a course? The unfaithfulness of a teacher to his class

But is

service

town

may not be as grave an offence as the one supposed,
it any less truly a sin in the sight of God ? Is there any dif
ference in kind, except as there is a difference between
fraud of a thousand dollars and a fraud of a hundred?

I urge these questions with earnestness. Mo one can visit

a large school and see—as he will see—class after class vacant,
sometimes half a dozen at once, without feeling that the at-

a
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tention of those who undertake to teach in Sabbath-schools
needs to be directed seriously to this point. Every superin

tendent who hears these remarks knows, from painful expe- ^
rience, that I have not beaten the air.

V.—the duty of the teacher in regard to
CLASS ORDER.

What the superintendent owes to the school, the teacher
owes to his class. The superintendent is responsible for the

general order of the school, the teacher for the order of the

class. This is so plain that it seems hardly to admit of argu

ment. Yet very many teachers practically ignore this duty

altoo-ether. They either cannot keep their classes in order,

or they look upon it as something not within the ran^ of

their duties. It is not at all uncommon to see a class in Sab

bath-school acting in a rude and disorderly manner, in the

immediate presence of their teacher, yet with no more recog

nition of the teacher’s presence than if they were out in the

open fields, and the teacher sitting composedly by, with no

attempt even to interfere, and feeling apparently as n an at-

tempt to interfere on his part would be as much''out of place

as it would be for him to go up to the superintendent’s desk

and ring the bell for the purpose of closing school, or of giving

out some general order. , „ . • .,1.
Is there not on this subject some great hallucination in the

minds of such teachers ?
If the disorder in any class becomes so rampant that it can

be borne no longer, the superintendent is obliged of course to

interfere, not only for the good of that class, but for the good
of the school. Or the teacher may find some particular
scholar so incorrigible as to oblige him to call in the superior

authority of the superintendent. But every such interference,
whether voluntarily invoked, or exercised by the superinten
dent on his own motion, necessarily weakens the authority of

the teacher. Every such interference is a censure of the

teacher. If the teacher finds himself unable to carry any

necessary point of discipline in his class, he must of course

get the aid of the superintendent. But let him always re

member that this call for help is an admission of weakness,
and that none know so w'ell the full force of the admission as

his own scholars. Whenever the superintendent is obliged
from his desk to admonish any pupil, it is an admonition to

the teacher in whose class the pupil is sitting.
So well are these things understood, that when a class is in

disorder, unless there is some flagi’ant outburst requiring to

be instantly arrested, a judicious superintendent will aim to
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check the disorder, in the first place, not by speaking to the

class, but by speaking to the teacher. A superintendent, not

being occupied specially with any one class, but sending his

eye equally over every part of the room, is in a position to

know if the discipline is becoming relaxed in any particular
quarter; and, as he passes round the room, he can quietly say

to one teacher, “Your scholars are reciting more loudly than

you are aware;” to another teacher, “I observe that while

you are busy registering your library-books, those children at

the left end of your class are annoying the scholars on the

next bench;” to a third, “When I give out the hymn, or the

lesson, I notice that your scholars rarely open their books to

find the place;” to a fourth, “Your scholars disturbed the singing
a good deal this morning by laughing and playing during that

service;” to a fifth, “ Your scholars are usually inattentive to

the bell, and I have sometimes to wait some time after ring
ing it, before they come to entire silence;” to a sixth, “ When

your class is dismissed, I observe that they are quite irregular
in their mode of going out, some loitering behind, others rush

ing down-stairs and making a great noise.”
These remarks, however gently and kindly put, are an ad

monition to the teacher. But they cannot be avoided. If the

teacher will not of his own accord notice and correct such

things in his class, the superintendent has no choice in the

matter. The delinquent must be reminded of his failure in

duty. At the same time, such admonitions have a very dif

ferent effect from that produced by the superintendent’s in

terfering directly to correct the disorder in question. This

latter mode paralyzes the arm of the teacher. It says to the

class and to the school, that in the opinion ofthe superintendent
the teacher is not able to control his scholars. The other

mode, on the contrary, strengthens the teacher, while admon

ishing him. It says to the scholars, if indeed they happen to
hear the remarks at all, that in the opinion of the superinten
dent, the teacher has in himself all the authority and all the

skill needed to maintain order, but he has been a little ob

livious.

Every teacher, then, is responsible for the order of his own

class. All teachers are not agreed as to what constitutes good
order in school. Some are much more exacting than others.
But there are a few things to which I suppose there would be

no dissenting voice. There should, for instance, be no loud

talking, and talking in any class is too loud when it can be

distinctly overheard by any other class. A transgression of

this rule soon makes a school a Babel. Not more than one in

a class should speak at the same time. If, when a question is

asked, all answer at once, instead of answering in turn as each

l

i ’
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11 ;i,iv,r.Ti there will of course be great confusion and noise.

! ikin J should be not between scholars, among themselves,

!«nehpr’s nermission. While one scholar is reciting,
or re

iSgiiisilE

"»£arsivs:rit, ..oo. —

£„wLlr.f Sr b^lic. b/thiB kind of
interrupted by these rude noises and trifling -’^oas
roh.Se, Lt only hi, time, b«l hi, P"“- “0;^::
heoome confused He forgets what it was he was goin^,

xo

say. All intelligent and thoughtful instruction is
There is therefore a continual ’'fa'matter neecf-

teacher, to preserve order in his own class ; f® f
ful to the quiet of the whole school, and for the ^t

action ot

his own mind on the lesson during teaching and espe^h/
for the reception of instruction on the part of his

sc i

the want of which is demoralizing to the class destructiv
the influence of teaching, and detrimental to the order

ot tue

school.

Ho

vance

I'i.
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VI. FILLING UP THE TIME.

In some parts of the country, the chief cry of the Sahbath-

school is for time. Old-fashioned country congregations, after

the morning service, have a sort of nooning, varying in length
from half an hour to an hour, during which intervals those

living near by go home to their dinner, and those from a dis

tance retire to their wagons, or to the sheds, for a similar

purpose, and then come together again for the afternoon ser-

, which ends the public services for the day. The only
time for the Sabbath-school is in the brief interval between

the two sermons. A considerable part even of this little space

must be taken up by the superintendent and the librarian, be

sides what is frittered away by the delay of the congregation
in leaving the house. That under these circumstances there

should be a scramble for what little time is left, is not sur

prising. It is rather surprising that any time should he found

for the direct business of teaching, and it shows a singular

tenacity of life in the Sabbath-school as an institution, that it

should survive at all under such circumstances. From all

such schools, from superintendent, librarian, and teacher alike,

comes the cry for time. No part of the work of the school

can be done as it ought to be, because there is not the neces

sary time for doing it.
There are others, too, in more favorable circumstances, in

schools which have a full session of an hour and a half, who

to have time enough for all that they have to say
to their class. There are teachers who are full of their work,

and full of their subject, who never let a moment escape, after

the school is opened and the exercises of the class begin, but
go straight on through the hour or hour and a half, turning

neither to the right hand nor to the left, and whom the bell

for closing always finds in the very midst of active, animated

work. I have seen many such teachers. Whatever real good
is done in the cause, is done mainly by these. There is no

difficulty in securing punctual attendance, or preparation of

lessons, in the classes of such teachers. Their classes are

always full, and generally all are in attendance. The work

thrives under their hands. Knowledge among their pupils

mon

seem never

grows apace.
But such teachers have their counterparts. In the very

same school, with the same lesson, it is not uncommon to see

teachers who will take their class through the lesson in about

ten or fifteen minutes, and then sit for the rest of the hour

_ with not a word to say. The scholars, having no regular oc-

Lcupation, of course become uneasy and restless; they
talk and

:
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must go out; another finds that he needs to go across
the

to speak to one of the scholars or teachers about some
thing which has just come into his mind; a third recollects
something very funny which happened to him on Saturday,
and he has to tell it to the scholar sitting next to him ; even

the teacher having nothing to do, and tired of sitting still,

seeks relief from the awkward position by talking to
i _

neighboring teacher who has been equally expeditious
in dis

patching the lesson. .
^ This 18 unfortunately no fancy sketch. Not a superinten
dent who hears these remarks, but can verify them from his

own experience. I do not recollect ever to have visited
a

school, in which I did not see some of these fast teachers,
men and women who conld dispatch the longest lesson in hi-

teen minutes, and then, for the rest of the hour, “ have noth

ing to do.” Surely, this is a great evil. There is hardly a

greater evil connected with a Sabbath-school. Children had

better by far be at home, than be in school unoccupied, ihus

congregated, and not suitably employed, they almost
inevita

bly are in mischief When a teacher assumes the charge
of a

class, one of the implied engagements into which he enters,

is that he will occupy the attention of the class during the

■whole time of the school, except when their attention
is re-

nuired by the superintendent. If any Sabbath-school teacher

who hears me, is conscious of not having come up to the

requirements of such a rule, let him seriously consider
the

There are various ways by which teachers fill up the time

allotted to instruction. Some, after finishing the lesson, let

scholars read out of the Bible, taking verse abouk with

an occasional word of explanation by the teacher. This is

certainly better than sitting still and doing nothing. Any

little fragment of time, not otherwise occupied, may thus be

used, and sometimes to great advantage. It can never
do

harm, and it is an effectual stopper to the dreadfu evil of

Other teachers fill up the time by telling the

room

some

a

the

doing nothing. Other teachers mi up tne time oy teiuug
children stories. If the teacher has a special^gift for this, it

may do well enough as an ôccasional thing. But few persons
ha“vethe"faculty?f telling Bible stories, or any other stories,

well. Besides, when this kind of matter is relied upon as the

main staple for filling up time, it begets an unhealthy feeling

among the children, and it is a great temptation to the teacher

to fall into loose habits concerning truth. Still, there are

many worse things in Sabbath-school than telling the children

good stories, and I would not entirely discourage the practice,

especially among small children. Others, when at a loss tor

something to do, read to their class out of a book, or out of a
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religious paper. Even this, though betokening great poverty

of invention on the part of the teacher, is better than .
nothing.

The proper plan, undoubtedly, for filling up time, is for the

teacher to come to his class so furnished with knowledge in

regard to the lesson, that the lesson alone will fill up every
moment at his disposal. If the teacher will use due diligence
during the week in studying the lesson, and in collecting facts

and thoughts in regard to it, he can hardly fail to have matter

enough to fill up the whole time of even the longest session.
Nor IS It necessary for the attainment of this end that the

teacher should be a person of great learning, or a very supe

rior scholar. Persons of quite moderate abilities, and of very
limited education, often make most instructive teachers. But
it is because their heart is in the work. Their mind is occu

pied through the week with the lesson which they are to give
to their class on the Sabbath, and they go about gleaning
little by little, in their daily walks, picking up it may be but
a straw at a time; but by the time the Sabbath comes, their

hands are full; they have quite a sheaf.
One thing every teacher should settle in his mind. He is

derelict in his duty, if he does not occupy the attention of his

class with something the whole of the time allotted to him.

The very least he can do is to keep them busy. The teacher

who cannot, or who will not, do this, should resign.
Every teacher should feel under strong obligation8/m% to

occupy the time of every session that is devoted to instruction ;
employing it, if possible, in the topics of the lesson under

amination, or in such ways as will interest fully, and instruct

wisely, those committed to his charge—remembering that the

waste minutes of Sabbath-school hours are the seeds of time

which Satan sows for a speedy harvest of mischief and sin.

ex-

VII. VISITING THE SCHOLARS.

Few, even of teachers, appreciate fully the influence of the

heart upon the head. How slow the mind is to receive
understand that to which the heart is averse. On the con-

trary, how readily we take in knowledge which is pleasing.
Aversion to a subject, or to the person who presents it, has a
sort of blinding influence upon the mental vision. A wise an

cient has told us, indeed, that it is right even to learn from

an enemy. But it is the very difficulty of so doing which has

given to this saying its chief celebrity. Much of the up-hill
work in the training of the young has been because the young
nave regarded, and often with good reason, the race of teachers
as their natural foes.

or

This unhappy idea, when it once takes

I
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possession of a child, has the etfect of placing him
in an atti

tude of resistance against instruction
Eeligious teaching, beyond every other kind of teaching,

depends for its success upon the good-will and afteetion ot the

pupil There are many reasons for this. In the first place,

attendance upon religious instruction is voluntary to a much

o-reater extent than attendance upon other studies. Then, it

is one of the direct efllects of sin to make the mind averse to

relio-ious knowledge. Sin moreover has vitiated the taste and

corrupted the judgments, so that there are no topics on which

even children have so much to unlearn, as they have on those

connected with religion. The subject, therefore, more than

most subjects, needs to be made attractive. Now nothing so

gilds anv theme, as love for the one who propounds it. Love

18 indeed a great beaiitifier. It makes the plainest pictures

comely, the dullest subject entertaining. The teacher who

has the love of his scholars, may lead them through almost

Wherever he goes, theypath, however hard or strait,
follow.

any
will

The connection of these remarks with the subject proposed.
There is no more certain way of gain-is sufficiently obvious. „ „ ,. , , , . ,

ino- the confidence and affections of a Sabbath-school scholar

than by visiting him at his own home. The scholar is pleased
with such a visit as a mere attention from one who is his senior

and superior. It shows by a significant fact that the scholar

is really on his teacher’s mind. Such a visit gives an oppor

tunity for getting acquainted with the child, and finding out

his peculiarities, and also for learning better his advantages

and disadvantages. It brings about also a better understand
ing between the teacher and the parents, thereby securing
active home co-operation. When a teacher thus pays an oc

casional kindly visit to the members of his class, the scholars

and the parents come to regard him as a personal friend. In ^
the case of poor families particularly, these visits are greatly

prized. Such families often make the teacher a sort of gen-
eral counsellor and adviser, even in worldly affairs. The kind

and pleasant relations thus established between the teacher

d the homes of his scholars, give him a wonderfully in

creased power over them in the class. Instruction and ad

vice from his lips are quite a different thing from what the

same words would be coming from a stranger. Besides, the

teacher who knows all the circumstances of the child’s home,

knows better how to adapt his instructions to each particular
case. He himself too becomes more interested in each. His

own sympathies are awakened, as well as those of his scholars.

The work of the class, from being a drudgery and a dull ""

tine, becomes a living, animating process. He teaches with

an

rou-
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half the toil, because with twice the interest, that he formerly
taught.
N ot the least among the benefits of this visitation of scholars,

is that it breaks up almost entirely that irregularity of at

tendance, which is the greatest weakness of the Sabbath-
school system. If it gets to be understood that a teacher will

visit all his scholars regularly at certain intervals, and that

he will invariably visit in the case of every absence, absentee

ism, except for satisfactory causes, will soon cease. A scholar,
whose absence is thus immediately followed up by a visit

from the teacher, will either be shamed out of it, if the ab

sence were unnecessary, and he will cease to be delinquent,
or else he will leave school entirely, which is certainly a better

result than the fitful, irregular, profitless attendance given by
many scholars. A school with one hundred scholars, all of

whom attend regularly, does more good by far than a school

of one hundred and fifty scholars, which maintains an aver

age attendance of only one hundred. Visiting has an etfect

upon the preparation of lessons almost equal to that upon

the attendance. It gives the teacher a chance of seeing
exactly what opportunities for study the children have, and

of explaining to the parents exactly what kind of preparation
is needed. There are few parents who are not pleased with

this kindly interest in their own children, and who will not

gladly co-operate with the teacher in securing the beneficent

ends for which he is laboring. The reason that many parents

do so little of this much-needed co-operation is that they really
do not know how. A little pleasant intercourse with the

teacher sets the whole thing right. The teacher, if a judicious

person, can do in this way an important service to parents,

giving them most valuable hints and suggestions in regard
to the religious training of their children.

It is not necessary that the visits of a Sabbath-school
teacher to his scholars at their homes should be always what

Of course it should not be charac-is called a religious visit,
terized by anything frivolous. But it is not necessary, at

such a visit, always to introduce the subject of religion. Many

young teachers are deterred from discharging this duty by an
incorrect impression on this point. The visit being on a week

day, any subject of conversation will be proper, which is proper
between two Christians meeting on a week-day. The primary
object of the visit is not to impart religious instruction, but to

establish and strengthen kind and friendly relations, to ac

quire information in regard to the domestic infiuences which

surround the child, and to gain his confidence. At the same

time, if the teacher is drawn to open his mouth to a scholar
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on the subject of personal religion, he will often find precious

onnortunities in the course of these visits. _
^The question, how often a teacher should visit the inembers

of his class, does not admit of any absolute rule. There are

some points in regard to it, however, which every teacher
ought ot regard as fixed. First, the general duty should

be

admitted. Each scholar should be visited statedly by his

teacher. Whether the teacher should visit his scholars once

a week, once a month, once a year, or once in any given time,

are questions of degree. The first postulate is the duty ot

visiting at all. To that demand there should be no denial, hrom

a pretty extended experience and observation in regard to

the question of frequency, I am inclined to think that the

stated visitations of the class ought to range between one

month and three months. Classes require more or less visita

tion according to circumstances and age. The teacher is not

in danger of erring on the side of frequency. Another point

of vital importance, even more important than the ^st, is the

. duty of visiting immediately every absentee. This visit

should be made if possible on the very day, before the bab-

bath is over, and should never be postponed longer than Mon-

day or Tuesday, if it can be avoided. If the child is sick, the

visit will be most welcome, and all the more so for being

prompt. If the absence is through indifference or neglect, the

promptness of the teacher’s call will be more efficient
as a re-

. proof and correction than any amount of words could be. it

It once gets to be known that in case of absence the teacher

will invariably call before the next Sabbath, there will be very

few such calls to be made. The teacher’s class will be always

full. , , T,. J?
The success of every teacher will depend much on his fre

quent friendly and Christian visitation of his scholars;
thus

availing himself of the sympathy of parents and children, be

getting a reciprocal kindness, exciting his own interest in

duty, and preparing the soil of the heart for the proper culture

of Sabbath-school instruction.

VIII. THE teacher’s DAILY WALK.

Example is the most powerful of all teachers,
in every relation, but is felt in no subject more than in reli

gion; and no religious persons, as a class, are more looked to

than Sabbath-school teachers. They are, whether rightly or

wrongly, considered as being more decidedly religious than

ordinary members of the church. The young especially look

to them as examples. The power of this feeling in a child’s

This is true



6i

mind is very great. No presentation of truth in maturer
years ever brings it with such power upon the heart and con

science, as this living example of the teacher of his childhood.

So also nothing sooner shakes the faith of childhood than any
dereliction of duty on the part of a religious teacher. I knew

some years since a most painful instance of this. The teacher

of a class of hoys in Sabbath-school, was detected in a gross
crime and had to flee from the country. He had been very

active in his religious duties, and his scholars were completely
wrapped up in him. They thought him almost perfection.
He was to them a living gospel. The father of one of the

boys, having heard of the crime, and fearing the effect the

knowledge of it might produce upon his child, took pains to
break the discovery to him gradually and cautiously. The

little fellow was on the floor at the time, amusing himself

with some childish game. When the announcement was
made, the moment the real truth flashed upon his mind, he

started as if struck with sudden pain, his playthings dropped
instantly from his hands, a cry of distress rose from his lips,
he turned pale as if about to faint. It was weeks and months

before his moral nature recovered from the shock. The whole

church with which this teacher was connected, was in mourn

ing over his fall. But I doiibt whether any one, outside of

his own family, felt it so deeply as this young, wounded
heart.

The example cited is an extreme case. Yet more young
hearts are wounded by the unchristian conduct of their
teachers than many suppose. Childhood is confiding. It

takes its teachers upon trust. It believes all they say, and
looks with reverence upon all they do, until taught otherwise

by bitter experience. Not merely on the Sabbath, and in the

class, but during the week, and in all his daily business and

intercourse, the teacher is observed by his pupils. When thej^
do not see him, they hear of him from others. Whatever is

said of him, their greedy ears drink in. His dress, his gait,
his manners, his style of living, his style of conversation, his

choice of company, whatever he says or does, or leaves undone,
in the presence of others, throughout the entire week, consti

tutes a part of his course of instruction to his class. They may
not know it all, as indeed they do not hear all he tells them

with his own mouth on the Sabbath. But much of it they do

know. There is a common fame, that goes out in regard to

every man, and none so soon and so surely gather it up as a

man’s scholars, and whatever they thus know about a man is

a part of his lesson to them. It may perhaps be thought a

hard condition of the office of teacher, but it cannot be helped.
It is a part of the constitution of things, as much as the law

,1
I
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of gravitation. This indirect, unconscious tuition is going on
all the while.

It follows from these considerations, that of all men the

teacher needs to be circumspect and watchful. It will be in

vain for him to urge upon his children on the Sabbath the duty
of a religious life, and then spend the remaining days of the

week as a worldling. Whatever duty, whatever standard of

piety, he sets before them, in his regular lessons, he must ex-

plify in his own daily walk and conversation. Just so far

he ‘fails, as a living exemplar and pattern of what he teaches,
does he make those teachings nugatory. Just so far as he lives

up to them, in his daily walks and business, does ho give them
emphasis and force.
The Sabbath-school teacher’s example in all the walks of

life, is an influence for good or evil which should admonish

him to continual well-doing, that his light may so shine before

men, that they seeing his good works may glorify our Father

which is in heaven.

em

as

IX. THE AIM OF THE SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACHER.

When Eobert Eaikes opened his Sabbath-school in Glouces
ter, his aim was benevolent and good, but it was not that to

which teachers mainly look now. The teachers were paid,
and the studies were mainly of a secular kind. The primary
intention was not that which fills the mind and guides the

energies of the Sabbath-school teacher of the present day.
In this country, with rare exceptions, the Sabbath-school is

not needed for teaching reading, or for teaching any of the

branches of mere secular knowledge. All the branches of a

good English education are provided for at the public expense,

in the common schools, and may there be learned to better

advantage than in the Sabbath-school. There may be par

ticular neighborhood's where this is not the case, and there

may be in every neighborhood particular individuals, who, for
special reasons, cannot have the benefit of the common week

day school. In such cases, rather than that a child should

grow up unable to read God’s word, the Sabbath-school teacher

would think it no desecration of the holy day to teach a child

or a man to read.

The teacher’s labors, however, are not inspired by the view

of these incidental worldly advantages resulting from them.

His soul is stirred within him because the souls of these chil

dren are going down to eternal death. He wishes to save them

from ruin in the world to come. The child of the rich equally
•with the child of the poor is exposed to this ruin. The mo

tive, therefore, presses upon every-teacher. Teachers in the
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church-school^, no less than teachers in the mission-school
have the burden of souls laid upon them. The first and main
inquiry of every teacher, on taking a child into his Sabbath-
school class should be, how shall I compass the conversion and
everlasting salvation of this child ?

I do not say that the teacher should do nothing else but

harangue ^d exhort his scholars on the subject of personal
religion. There must be discretion on this as on other sub

jects,—perhaps we should say, on this more than any other

subject. There is a mode of urging children to become Chris

tians that 18 repulsive and hardening. But on the other
hand, there is another and a worse extreme, that of never ap

proaching the subject. Some persons teach in Sabbath-
schools as if their only object was to amuse the children or to

give them curious and entertaining biblical knowledo-e.’ The

labit is entirely too rare of making direct, personaf appeals
to scholars on the subject of their salvation. I fear that

teachers are greatly remiss in this very thing. They do

not press home the inquiry, as they should, pointedly, ten

derly, perseveringly, to each scholar, Are you a Christian?
Bo you mean to become one ? Are you striving to become
one ! Are you prepared to die ?

If this thing is done as a matter of form, or with any show
of self-consequence, or obtrusively or indelicately, it will of

course be pernicious. But when the question comes as if the

teacher could not restrain it, as if his heart was burdened
with It, It can hardly fail of a good effect. I do not say that
;^e teacher should press this question directly every Sabbath

But It IS my conviction, that he should let no Sabbath pass

without making his scholars feel, and if possible every scholar
leel, that the salvation of their souls is that which brino*s him

to the Sabbath-school, If this great errand is truly^n the

teacher’s heart, the scholar will read it in the tone of his

voice, the look of his eye, the quiver of his lip, in his whole

T'li’iage and demeanor. If this great errand is truly the very
burden of the teacher’s soul, he will frequently give it opp
tune, direct expression. Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth must speak.
The great aim of the Sabbath-school teacher should be

bring children to the saving knowledge of Christ. He should

not merely recognize this aim in the general, but should keep
It constantly before him. He should let no Sabbath pass, as

the pastor should let no sermon pass, without making those

under his care feel that he is aiming at their conversion.
_ Teachers will be faithful to every other duty of their posi

tion, who are recreant to this. There are teachers whom

stress of business or of weather, and only serious illness

can

or-

to

no

ever
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keens from their posts. The lesson is always thoroughly pre-

There is no lack of diligence in hunting up books of
Reference tables, maps, charts, pictures and curiosities of va-

riousSs, in oker to make the lesson easy and interesting.
Absentees are faithfully and promptly visited. The teacher

spends much time in making himself familiar with the
hooks

in the library, so as to secure for his scholars a judicious selec
tion of books^ The class seems always full and always orderly.

The scholars are attentive, and are steadily growing in Scrip

tural knowledge. There is no class in the rooin on
which the

eve of the superintendent rests with greater satisfaction i_he
teacher is apparently a model teacher. Yet frorti the begin

ning of the year to the end, he never urges upon his
scholars

either individually or collectively, either in the class or out of

the class, the direct question. Are you seeking to become a

^^An^example of fidelity in this duty fell under my own ob

servation early in life. About forty years ago, two ladies

Philadelphians, went to Wilkesbarre, Pennsjdvania, to spend

the summer. Having some leisure on their hands, and haying
their hearts full of their Master’s work, they, with another

lady a resident of Wilkesbarre, still living, established a Sab

bath-school in an uncultivated neighborhood, not far froin the

village. Miss Gardiner, one of the city teachers referred to,

was a lady of more than common culture and refinement,
and

one in whose heart zeal for Christ’s cause seemed an ever

burning flame. The class assigned to her was a company
of

country boys, not very inviting in any respect. This
was be

fore tlm days of “Question Books.” The lessons consisted
mainly in committing to memory portions of the Scriptures.
The portions thus recited were explained, and various devices

were resorted to, for the purpose of making the exercises
at

tractive and interesting. But one feature ot the service
was

never wanting. No Sabbath ever passed without the question
coming home to the class, “Boys, are you Christians? Do

you mean to become Christians ? Are you doing ay thing
to

this end ? Can you ever do it better than yw ? I syak
the testimony at least of one of those boys. Not one Sabbath

did he ever go home from that school without his conscience
being pricked on the duty of giving instant, persoyl

atten

tion to the great business of making his peace ivith ^

one Sabbath ever passed on which that faithful teacher fady
to seek, by most direct means, Ms conversion, ihough

the

•school was held in a barn, and its appointments were all ol

the rudest kind, it became a heaven on earth to that boy. It

he was ever converted at all; if he has ever done any.se^ice
to the Sabbath-school cause, or to any department of his Mas-

ir
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ter’8 work he is most happy, even at this late day, thus nnb
holy, thankfully to trace it to the fidelity of thit Christian
woman, Mary E Gardiner, long since gone to her reward
But her memory is still fragrant in at least one grateful heS:

The path which I have thus marked out for the Sabbath-
school teacher may seem perhaps laborious and difficult I

have taken you designedly to that end of the street, from which
our sign reads unmistakably, - Hardware/’ I do not TS
we render true service to the cause by representing it only as
a path strewed with flowers. The great Teacher did not be
guile his disciples with false pictures of comfort and ease. He
tells us verj plainly that before we undertake anything im

portant fipr film, we must first sit down and count the^cost
W c contra in this reckoning. But
tLi looking the debit side fairly in the face.
That has been the one duty of the present hour."^

“A charge to keep I have,”

sung, when the Chairman introduced the Eev. J. H. Ec-
CLESTON rector of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Philadel
phia, who made an address on

the relation of the SUNDAY-SCHOOL
TO THE CHURCH.

The speaker regarded the Sunday-school, not as a new
power in the Church of Christ, but only as a new application
of power in a part of the Church’s work. The same power
as been in her of old, the power of the Truth and the Spirit

od. J-fie Church presents three prominent aspects: First

the communion of her members in a united body. Second’
er great work of building up, by the power of the truth, the

cause and kingdom of Christ. Third, the means which God’s

fep.nt uses to build up the Church. The sanction of the Sab

bath-school comes under the means and instrumentalities em
ployed in the Church for doing Christ’s work. The ministry
indeed, must ever stand pre-eminent among these means but '
the changing phases and features of society, require an adap
tation of the Church’s work to them. The Sabbath-school is a

was
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application of the power that has ever been vested in the

Church, and comes to the younger portions of the flock of

God, to feed them with the bread of life. Some have com

plained that the tendency of this new agency is to take the

place of instruction at home. But it may be asked, do parents

uniformly, or to any considerable degree throughout the

Church, take the morning hour now devoted to Sabbath-
school instruction, in teaching their children out of the Word

of God ? Would they do it if there were no Sabbath-school?
No! The Sunday-school is then a legitimate and useful
agency in doing a part of the Church’s work, and as such, Sun

day-school teachers are carrying the word of God to the minds

and hearts of the young, and building up the Church in ac

cordance with the design of her divine Head.
The speaker next referred to the responsibility resting upon

those who use this power. It may he misapplied, and instead

of working out results to the glory of God, and praise of

angels and men, unsightly, broken fragments remain to show

the want of skill in the workmanship, and the utter ruin of

the precious material supplied. On the other hand, the beauty

and glory of the faithful teacher’s work, whose labor is ap

plied through prayer, and tears, and faith, were urged as a

stimulus to labor as those who “ need not be ashamed, rightly

dividing the word of truth,
that there is no field of Christian labor so hopeful as the Sun

day-school, and especially, that there is no school of experi

ence equal to it in building up strong, active, and useful

Christians; and closed by eloquent reference to the reward

that comes back to one’s own soul who is engaged faithfully
in teaching the truths of God to children.

new

The speaker earnestly asserted

THE QUESTION-BOX

Was opened for the first time, and a few of its questions an

swered by Wm. H. Sutton, Esq., of Jersey City, as follows:
“How often should a Sunday-school concert, or meeting for

children, be held, and what is the best manner of conducting
it ?” Answer.—Once a month. Let the exercises be varied.
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and of such a nature as to review the lessons of the past

onth. Select the central thought of the month’s lessons,
and have your speakers and other exercises all bear upon

that thought. This advice implies the fact that there is one

lesson for the whole school. Where this is not the case, choose

a single theme, and have all the exercises tend toward im

pressing that one great truth on the minds of the scholars.
Use the blackboard freely to this end.
“What is the best plan for teaching an infant-class?” Ans.

Use illustrations freely. Have a blackboard. Have plenty of

pictures. Plenty of singing, too. Have the children respond.

Let them pray with you in concert. Eeview them always on

what you have previously told them. Encourage them to ask

questions. Never laugh at their mistakes. Love them, and

they will love you. Never tax their patience; as soon as they
show signs of weariness, change the exercises. Do not talk

“baby-talk,” yet simplify the truth. Use no words that they
do not understand without explaining them.

The Business Committee now reported the order for the
morrow’s sessions. They also presented the resolution re

ferred to them, appointing a delegation to the Maryland Con

vention, and on motion. President Mackie, Eev. H. C. West-

wood, D.D., and Eev. E. A. Chalker were unanimously chosen

as such delegation. The Chairman subsequently resigned in

favor of the Hon. Charles C. Lathrop.

At the earnest request of Dr. Westwood, that gentleman
was relieved from the duty of temporary secretary, with the

thanks of the Convention.

m

I

“ Never grow weary,”

was sung from the “Fresh Laurels,” and the Convention ad

journed with the benediction from Eev. Mr. Eccleston.

I
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tc0nb Dag.

THIRD SESSION.

Wednesday Morning.

I

The second day, morning session, was ushered in by a prayer

meeting of half an hour, led by Aaron Coe, of Newark. At 9

o’clock the President called the Convention to order. Eev.

S. H. Smith, of Mendham, led in prayer.
Dr. Westwood having retired from his pro tempore position
recording scribe, the Eev. Benjamin C. Lippincott, of Glass-

boro, was unanimously elected. A few further reports
were

read from remaining counties, as already given in their alpha

betical order, when the Treasurer presented his account as

follows:

h

I
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as

TREASURER’S REPORT

OF THE NEW JERSEY STATE SABBATH-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION,

For the Tear 1866-7.

bjeceifts.

. $45 00
. 24 00

. 30 00

. 11 86

. 30 00

. 40 00

. 20 00

. 20 00

. 41 78

. 25 00

Middlesex County, .
Monmouth
Morris

Ocean

Passaic

Somerset

Salem

Sussex

Union

Warren

$7 28Atlantic County,
Bergen
Burlington
Camden,

Cape May,
Cumberland County,
Essex

Gloucester

Hunterdon

Hudson

Mercer

U
((

((
((I

30 00tc

c<
itI.,'

u
30 00

60 00
a

ii

a
5 00u

tt
30 00

40 00

18 65

<(

u
1 u

IC

$508 56
204 00

105 00

Total from Counties, . . .
Collections at Newark, . .

Copies of Annual Report sold,
1'

$817 56Total receipts.

i
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COlTTJtA.

November 15, 1866. Balance due Treasurer, per last report,
J. H. Vincent’s expenses, .
Philip Phillips, the singer,
Prancis Starbuck’s (printer’s) bill, .
Starbuck & Jennings, printers.
Interest on money borrowed ($230), .
Check to J. C. Garrigues for publishing

$213 59 \
1 50 1

6 00

86 25

54 00

8 20

re

ports, 508 57

50 00

12 00

11 20

15 00

24 49

95 71

u u

Dennis & Co., . . . .
Williams, Herdham & Plum, .
S. W. Clark, labor, .

postage and expressage.
Travelling expenses,
Interest on money borrowed, paid Hoag-

land,

I.

5 65

$1,042 06
. 817 66Keceipts,

Balance $224 50J

AVDITING COMMITTEE’S EEPOBT.

The undersigned. Auditing Committee of the above account, have

examined the figures and find them correct, and to agree with the vouchers,
with the exception of two or three small amounts, for which vouchers

could not be obtained ; the balance due the Treasurer being $224.50.
J. A. Anderson

C. H. Langdon.Committee, |
)

t>

After singing, the Convention composed itself to listen to the

following essay by Dr. Mattison, prepared in accordance with

a resolution requesting it, passed at the last annual Convention.

Dr. Mattison is pastor of Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church,
of Jersey City:

I

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LITERATURE.

By Ret. Hiram Mattison, D.D.

The subject upon which the Convention, a year ago, requested
me to prepare an essay to be read at this meeting, may be em
bodied in the question. What kind of Sunday-school literature

is best calculated to promote the intellectual and spiritual in
terests of the children and youth of our Sunday-schools ? The

term “ literature,” employed in the resolution inviting the es

say, if taken in its broadest sense, might include the periodi
cals, hymn-books, and other requisites of the school; but from

fl
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its connections I understand it to refer mainly to books—what
hooks are most suitable for Sunday-school libraries ?

This it appears to me, is one of the gravest questions
nected’with our Sunday-school work. The impression made

by the books we read in childhood yet lingers, while most that

we merely heard, has passed from memory. Our youth are in

the Sabbath-school but an hour or two each week, but they

are often in communion with the printed pages drawn from

the Sunday-school library six days in the week. The ideas

brought into contact with the mind during a school session,

would not ordinarily cover more than four 18mo. pages, if all

printed; while our youth read, on an average, probably
twenty times that amount every week from the pages of

book's drawn from our Sunday-school libraries. These books

read at home, where there is little comparatively to divert the

mind, and where the attention can be fixed and uninterrupted,
can but leave a well-defined and lasting impression.

In view of all these facts, and without in the least disparag

ing the influence of oral instruction, or the exercises of the

Sunday-school sessions, it is not unlikely that the reading ot
the books of our Sunday-school libraries, from week to week,

is exerting more influence in shaping the intellectual and

moral character of our youth, and in determining their future

character and destiny, than all the other exercises and agen

cies put together. This opinion may appear extravagant, but

it is believed that reflection upon all the facts will justify the
conclusion.

How momentous, then, the question, 'What books shall com

pose our Sunday-school libraries?
In considering this question we should remember that we

have all ages among the readers, from ten to thirty, and must

adapt the library to these different stages of intellectual
turity. There are also different tastes to be taken into the

account. Some are fond of biography, others of books of

travels, others of religious experience, and others still of

natural history, or doctrinal discussions. Some are truly

pious, and love spiritual and devotional books; while others,

though valuable helpers in our work, are not renewed in spirit,
cannot well discern spiritual things, and are not interested in

strictly religious literature. Besides, as the resolution of last

year shows, we are not to minister to the spiritual interests of

our youth alone, but to their intellectual as well; and to seek

to reach and cultivate the heart through the intellectual power.
All these circumstances are to be taken into the account in the

selection of Sunday-school libraries, and taken together con

stitute our only safe guide in this most important and difficult

work.

con
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These things being premised, I will now indicate, and as

briefly as possible, a few general principles that it seems to me

ought to bo recognized, and to bear sway in the selection of
Sunday-school literature.

First. The books need not all be religious. By religious I mean

upon the subject of religion, either its doctrines or experience.
Even devout Christians need to read books upon other sub

jects; much more the unconverted scholars and teachers of

our schools. This desire is natural and innocent, and ought
to be gratified. And it may be gratified, not only without

danger to the readers, morally, but to their great intellectual

profit. It follows, therefore, that no Sunday-school library
should be composed exclusively of books positively or affirma
tively religious.

Second. JIo irreligious book should ever be allowed in a Sun

day-school library. By irreligious I mean one that inculcates

false doctrines, or loose morality, or excites or inflames the

carnal propensities of the soul, or pollutes the imagination, or

any way disparages the great evangelical truths of the

Gospel; or in its general influence upon the mind and heart

leads away from God, and tends to confirm the soul in its

habits of neglecting the great salvation. . ”
should be kept out of every Sunday-school library. They
the dead flies in many a pot of otherwise precious ointment,
whose odor, as they pass from reader to reader, is tainting the
whole school.

Third. While no library should be composed wholly of books

of a strictly religious character, every library should contain

a good supply of strictly religious literature,
1. Seldom as they are to be met with in our schools, the

Sunday-school library should contain books upon the great
doctrines of Christianity. Every school has in it more or less

of young Christians, who need and desire to read upon such

subjects, but who have not the necessary books at command.
And it is a grave mistake to suppose that instruction in the

great doctrines of Christianity is less important now than it

■was fifty years ago. On the contrary, if there ever was a

time when it became us to take heed to the doctrine, it is now.

If the Bible is “profitable for doctrine,” why should the Sun

day-school library ignore it ? The young men in our Sabbath-

schools who love Christ, and from whom are to be drawn the

future ministry of the Church, and but few of whom will ever

graduate from a theological school, need to read works now

drawn from the Sunday-school libraries, upon the subjects of

the Trinity, the Fall and consequent Depravity of Mankind, the

Incarnation and proper Divinity of Christ, Salvation through
Faith in his blood, Immortality of the soul, the Eesurrection of

m

All such books
are
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the body a final and general Judgment, eternal rewards and

punSents, &c. The safety and usefulness of the future
Church of this land require that our youth understand these

oreat doctrines better than they do. And to this end suitable

books upon these momentous themes should be accessible to

them in all our Sunday-school libraries.
I am aware that such treatises, brief, clear, and comprehen

sive upon the above and kindred doctrines are not easily found.
Few doctrinal works have been written for the young, and for

the reason, perhaps, that there has been little or no demand

for them. An opinion has seemed to prevail that Christian
doctrines should have little or no place in our Sunday-school
literature ! And yet, if search were made in the right quarter,

each denomination would be able to find something to fill the

chasm • and with the demand there would in time come the

requisite supply. A connected series of 18mo. volumes, of

from one to two hundred pages each, upon the great cardinal

doctrines of the Gospel, and adapted to the capacity of youth
—a sort of Sunday-school course of reading in theology
to-day a desideratum in all our Sunday-school libraries. T

no one denomination could provide what would be satisfactory
to all; but let the Baptists have their series, the Presbyterians

theirs, the Methodists theirs, hut let all in this way teach the
doctrines of Christianity as they understand and believe them.

We need and must have more Christian doctrine in our Sabbath-

schools, or our religion will become unintelligent, unstable and

effeminate, and ignorance and infidelity will triumph in the

2. The library should have books upon Christian experience,
adapted to nurture the young in the ways of holy living. Of

this class may be reckoned the lives of holy men and women,

whose memoirs have been written for our learning.
3. The Sunday-school library should include a species of re

ligious fiction, if you please to call it such—a class of narratives,

not strictly biographies, or histories of facts, but portraitures
of character and exhibitions of principles, and doctrines, and

experiences, and moral instructions, under the form of a nar

rative. I am aware that this is a mooted question—whether
any such books should be admitted to our libraries; and yet,

without pausing to discuss the issue, I could not recommend
their universal exclusion.

These general principles being kept i
Sunday-school secure or replenish a library ?
The usual course, I believe, is to appoint a committee to

purchase the books. Whenever this is done, three things
should always be borne in mind : (1) That the committee con

sist of Christian men, known to be true to Christ and to the

18
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faith of Christ as held by the Church to which they belong.

(2) They should be intelligent, that is, men of some degree of

culture, and who can discern between truth and error, wheat

and tares. (3) They should be men who can give time, if ne

cessary, to the important work assigned them. Just here is

one of the great errors of most of our schools. They appoint
committees to select books, without reference to their qualifi
cations for the work assigned them, and who can give little or

no time to it; and the result is that books are bought at ran

dom, and we have thousands of volumes in our libraries that

ought to be winnowed out and burned, or sold for old paper,

between this and next Sabbath.

Do you ask how this can be arrived at? I answer :
1. Put the work into the hands of a competent committee,

pious, devoted to the Church, intelligent in her doctrines, and

who have time or will take time, to do their work well, and in

the fear of God.

2. As far as possible, let such committees examine Q'rerj

book they buy. Divide the work, and take time, even if it be

a week or fortnight, if necessary. Better spend a month in

such an examination, and let the school wait for you, than to

fill a library with books that will be poisoning the minds of

our youth for years to come.
3. Next to a personal examination, we may rely upon those

who, in our respective denominations, have published lists of

books for Sunday-school libraries. These editors have gener

ally been competent, and have done their work well; so that

committees are usually safe in purchasing books issued at

their respective publishing houses, expressly for Sunday-
school libraries. The chief danger in this direction is, that

while the books may all be bound in beautiful and uniform
style, too many of them may be printed from old plates, be

heavy and antiquated in their style, and without the life-like

aspect of our modern pages, or the charm of pictorial illustra

tion. We have too many such books in our libraries, put in
and numbered to swell the catalogues, and which we cannot

well throw out because thus numbered in the list, that are

obsolete and worthless, and ought to be displaced by other

and better publications. But so long as committees buy them,

so lono- our publishing houses will continue to print and sell

them, and our shelves will be lumbered with so much Sunday-
school literature that no child will ever select or read.

4. But these official catalogues are often exhausted, and still

the cry is heard—“-More 6ooAsWe have read all we have,
and niust have fresh volumes or stop reading.” Then comes

a new danger, when we pass outside the catalogues of our re

spective denominations to buy Sunday-school books in the

i.
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general market. Here, especially, committees should be

careful how they buy books which they have not examined.
And next to a personal examination of the books, the char

acter of the House by whom they are issued may give some

assurance of their orthodoxy, and adaptation to the purposes

for which they are published. And yet, few publishers them

selves read the books they publish. Large publishing houses

have their critics to examine manuscripts, but the fact that

these critics have approved a manuscript, is no proof after all,

that every such book is suitable for a Sunday-school library.

5. There is special danger in purchasing the little “ libra

ries ” as they are called, put up in boxes, and bearing some

fancy name. I speak here of those publishers outside of our

regular denominational catalogues. Some of these are designed
to steal their way into our schools, and strike a blow there at

all evangelical religion. Many of them are written by Sweden-

borgians, Unitarians, and Universalists, and insidiously incul

cate their peculiar heresies ; and though written in a style as

fascinating as that of the “ Euins of Empires,” and embellished

by the most spirited engravings, and sold at moderate prices,

they are nevertheless, with all their charm and beauty, as veri

table “ serpents in doves’ nests ” as can be found in the whole

of modern literature. Of these boxes, or nests of beautifulrange

books, therefore, put up in sets, published by unknown or

evangelical parties, and thrown upon the common market, let

all committees beware. There are good books put up in this

way, but many of those thus issued, outside of our denomina

tional catalogues, are of doubtful orthodoxy and morality; and,

if noticed at all, need to be carefully scrutinized. If modern

infidelity, or liberal Christianity, so called, does subsidize the

secular press and poison the magazine literature of the times,

let us post our shrewdest detectives at the doors of our Sun

day-school libraries, and see to it that none of these poisoned

productions, in any form, ever find their way through these

channels to the minds of our children and youth.
Such, Mr. Chairman, are the suggestions I would submit for

the consideration of the Convention upon the subject of the

literature needed in our Sunday-schools, and the best method

for securing it.

un-
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DISCUSSION OF THE ESSAY.

A very interesting and spirited discussion followed upon the

reading of the essay. Five minutes were allowed to each

speaker. Among those who took part were Rev. James Le
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Pevre, of Earitan, Eev. Mr. Harris, of Woodbury, Eev. Mr.

Little, of Amboy, Eev. Mr. Proudeit, of Clayton, Dr. Ever

son, of Sussex, Eev. Mr. Pratt, of Hamilton, Dr. Lucas, of

Woodbridge, Dr. Murphy, of Salem, Eev. Mr. Whitecar’ of

Camden, J. S. Howell, of Jersey City, Dr. Mattison, and one
or two others.

Want of space forbids reproducing at length the
an interesting difference

In general it was warmly commended, but
ception was taken to the single point as to whether our Sun

day-school libraries should contain anything beside “ strictly
religious literature.” On this question the weight of the

discussion hinged. The essayist held, of course, that no ir

religious books should be admitted, but that besides those

positively and strictly religious, there should also be

fully selected assortment, treating of history, travel, natural

history, biography, &e.,—books improving to the mind, which

Christians need to read as well as they do devotional and

spiritual works. The aim of the library, he held, is to minis

ter not only to the spiritual interest of the youth, but also, in
some part, to their intellectual. Several of the speakers took

this view, with the essayist. Others felt that since the Sun

day-school was so decidedly a religious institution, and the

one grand aim of all its exercises and agencies was to bring
the scholars to Jesus—to affect the heart, and not to train

the intellect, specifically, the books ought to be exclusively
ligious. By “ religious ” they meant those which treated
the great questions of the soul, and which concerned the “ life

that now is” chiefly in its relations to “the life which is to

Our scholars get the impression very naturally that
all that they And in the Sunday-school library is religious. If

challenged by teachers or parents against reading works of

general history or travel on the Sabbath day, their instant and

surprised reply is, “ Why, I got the book from the Sunday-
school library !” So that, seeing there are ofher channels for

informing and training the mind in things secular, it is not

best nor proper that the Sabbath-school should go into this

department of education by providing general literature.
Our secular libraries, in the family and school, ought to

argu

ments of each. The essay elicited
of view.
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tain a great variety of books—historical, scientific, philosophic

books of travel and of moralized fiction; but let the Sabbath-

school he restricted to those which teach the religion of Christ,

beautifully, practically, winningly, and that are positively, defi

nitely, religious in aim and character.
Sorue of the speakers pleaded for the admission of general

secular literature, because the vast majority of scholars and

their parents have no access to these books, save through the

Sabbath-school library. It was replied to this that the Church

barely alford to supply the religious books needed, with

out attempting to provide general literature. All agreed as

the necessity of keeping stricter watch upon the library.
Infidelity is busy. It is aiming to poison the minds of the

young especially. By cheapness of price, beautiful exterior

and fascinating contents, these books are nevertheless insid

iously inserting a leaven of moral death into the very heart

of the Sabbath-school library, which ought to be kept pure

and holy as a fountain of supply. No book should be admit

ted within its sacred inclosure that has not first been read by

the pastor, the superintendent, a committee appointed for the

duty, or some competent person or persons. Only the great

est vigilance will secure the vital care which is needed in this

Concerning the present condition and character of
many Sunday-school libraries, it was suggested that a win

nowing process be at once begun with them, that the good be

sifted from the bad, and the bad be burned. One speaker re

marked that our libraries needed reconstruction as truly as

ntry, and that it was scarcely a less difficult problem.

can

to

matter.

our cou

The rule of this sifting process as laid down by one speaker

was “ that every book which sends us to the Bible with more

love and relish for it than we had before,” was a good book, and

ought to be retained. This test would admit narratives, illus

trations, parables, and all that form of teaching from natural

objects and events, which our Saviour so loved to employ. It

seemed to another that the test should be this, “ What books

will the child read ?” for whatever may be the purity and value

of the collection, if the children will not read the books, the}'

will fail to do them good. The problem lies in finding out how

to adapt religious truth to the minds of the young so as to

fH
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make them love it, and be fascinated into receiving it. This

can be done, and has been done in the case of many of our

best Sunday-school library books.
It was felt that the result of the discussion will be to

to greater vigilance in the selection of books, and to a scrutiny
of those already in circulation in many schools; and while no

action was taken on the suggestion of several delegates that

a committee of the Convention, composed of one or more mem
bers of each denomination represented, be appointed to pre
pare a catalogue of suitable books to recommend as an aid to

a safe and proper selection, many delegates present deter

mined to go home and revise their own libraries and appoint
committees from their schools to attend to this duty with a

zeal somewhat befitting its momentous importance.

arouse

THE BLACKBOARD.

William H. Sutton of Jersey City, spoke next of the util

ity of the blackboard in teaching and impressing religious
truth. In our secular schools its usefulness was everywhere
admitted. In some of them it was chalk and talk all the day
long. Shall we set aside the experience of teachers of the

young in secular things and refuse to adapt to the teaching of
divine truth a plan which has been so productive of practical
good in other spheres ? Before proceeding to show the use of

the board in the Sabbath-school, the speaker referred to five

points of advantage which its introduction secures: 1. It aids

in centralizing the thoughts of the entire school, upon the main
doctrine, duty, or fact of the lesson. 2. It aids in maintain

ing order. 3. It aids in the devotional exercises of the school.

4. It aids in reviewing the lesson of the day. '5. It is a great
help in making a general application of the lesson. No

can doubt that where the blackboard is rightly used any

scholar will be able to say when he leaves the school that he

does not know where the lesson of the day has been.
The speaker then illustrated by a lesson on the board. Sup

pose the passage to be on the ascension of Christ, where the

disciples stood gazing heavenward and angels said to them

Ione
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He shall so come in like manner as“ Why stand ye here ?”
ye have seen him go,” &c. The central thought here is

shall come again.” This is written upon the board, and greets

the scholar on entering the room. It preaches a silent ser-

to him. He goes quietly to his seat. It has already done

much to secure order.

Who shall come again, scholars ? Jesus.
at once to the 14th of John, where Jesus says, “ I go to prepare

Write that on the board also. Sing

He

mon

The opening exercises are then begun.
The-mind is carried

a place for you.'
In the Christian’s home in glory.'

Then say. For whom has Jesus gone to prepare a place?
For those who are not expecting his coming? No. For those

who are not prepared for it ? No. For whom, then ? For those

•who are ready. Are you ready? Oh ! he ready when J esus calls

dear scholars. Write, Be ready on the board. But how
Watch and pray.” Let us pray. The

brief simple petition, in.broken

you,

are we to be ready ?

superintendent then leads in a
sentences, which the school repeats after him, to this etfect,

“That as Jesus is coming again, he is coming for those that

are ready, we must be ready. O Jesus, help me to he ready.”

Thus the whole school is placed in the attitude of prayer.

They have an errand at the throne of grace,
then ready to occupy their thirty to forty minutes with

their classes on their lesson. The board stands in the mean

while before them, with the simple words written upon it, thus;

The teachers

are

Shall Come Again.

1 go to prepare a place for you.

Watch, Pray, Be ready.

The speaker then illustrated one manner of developing the

lesson still further at the close Of the class instruction, in

making the general application before closing the school.
How shall we be ready to meet Jesus when he comes? One

I
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scholar replies, perhaps, “ Get a new heart,” another, “ Keep
the Commandments,” “Love Jesus,” “Pray,” “Watch,” &e.
Write these on the board as the scholars give them. Then

ask how must we act to he not ready when Jesus comes?
They reply, “Say bad words,” “Break the Commandments,
Love sin,” &c. Write these on the board, on the other side

of a line drawn down the middle thus:

ff

((

READY.

How. How NOT.
1

Get a new heart. Say bad words.

Keep the Commandments.

Love Jesus.

Break the Commandments,

Love Sin.

&c. &o. &c.&c. &c. &c.

Ir Ir NOT

READY.

Then show the consequences of being ready—if ready Jesus

will take us home to his glory, &c.; if not ready he will say

to us, “Depart!” Bring in the parable of the ten virgins,
and in general follow out the line of your own thoughts, and

illustrate in your own way, and you will, by the blessing of

God, impress the truth as no ordinary statement of it will.

The speaker had seen the good effects of such teaching over

and over again in his own school.
In answer to a question how the teacher could make this

plan of teaching available in his class, Mr. Sutton replied, get
a pocket slate, or take a pencil and slip of paper. If the lesson

is on Jesus healing the man sick of the palsy, and his friends

letting him down through the roof into the court, draw a rough
outline of an Eastern house with its court. Thus the attention

will be fixed upon the circumstances of the event, and its les

sons can be more pointedly and satisfactorily taught.
C. B. Stout of Kew Brunswick continued the subject of

L I
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VI IV nrrl teaching; and amongst other illustrations
ex-

T.„ Co„.

and the Lord’s Prayer. Thus.mandments

The Lord’s Prater.
The Tex Commandments.

Heaven first, Earth afterwards.

1. God (Our Father).

2. His name.

3. His kingdom —His will.

Heaven first, Earth afterwards

1. God.

2. His name.

3. His day.

i'

4. Our bread.

&c. &c. &c.
4. Our parents.

&c. &c. &c.

duties and obligations to God,first of our

afterwards. They both begin with a recog-
commandment has reference to his

in our Lord’s prayer; the next

commandment concern, hi, day, the next “ 1“
r Vmo-dorn and will, which the observance of his day

so

IX tefdrto pLo these first tables of the law refer
to our duties to God, then follow our duties to
of parents, &c.; and so in the prayer, the name and

will and

1 • ^ iinm of Tod are first in the heart of the supplicant, after

come tL O”')- »-“>• r ?t
Sed that heaven .ho.ld drat claim car
afterwards; duties to God first, to ourselves
allels were also drawn, and an attempt was made to

illustrate

the idea of the Trinity in Unity by analogies in nature,
such

as ice, snow, hail, as being but ditferent ^rnis of watej
thought, word, action, as resolvable into one and the

same

They remind us
heaven first, earth
nition of God. The next

the next petitionname, so

.0 ennnyin, .he n.es o, .he hln.hhcvd
these ingenious parallelisms; and it was rep + pv
could by any means help to solve a difficulty or fix

a truth

the end would fully justify such means of illustration.
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seemed to be the opinion, however, that the legitimate
the board was of a simpler and plainer sort.

use of

THE QUESTION-BOX.

The “Sunday-school Volunteer Song” was sung and the
question-box was again opened. One asked what the super
intendent should do with the class of an absent teacher ? Mr.

Sutton replied: Appoint a substitute, if possible, but if not,
divide the class up, and place the scholars, for the time being’
in other classes; on no account sutfer them to remain long
without a teacher.

Is it best to sing infant hymns and tunes in a Sunday-school
composed of more advanced pupils ? (Answered by Mr. Van-

arsdale, the leader of the Convention’s singing); If the great
majority were advanced pupils, a wise discrimination ought to
be exercised in the hymns and tunes not only, but in the

prayers and remarks. But where the school or audience is a

promiscuous one, as to age, it is safer to simplify the singing,
and suit it to the capacity of the little

What is the best method to get the scholars to study ? (An
swered by the Convention): Study yourself! Teach faith
fully. Get them converted ! Prep
knees.

ones.

your lessons on yourare

What is the best method of distributing the library books ?

That which does not disturb the teachers in their solemn work,

up of those who have had few early
religious advantages, what part of the Bible is it best to begin
with ? Ans. (By the audience) : The historical parts. Begin
at the beginning. Begin with the life of Christ. The New

Testament. The Gospel. Take the life of Christ, his parables,
miracles, &e. ’

When a school is made

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

The Business Committee now reported the following named
gentlemen (one from each county) as a Nominating Committee
for permanent offlcers_of the Convention, viz.;

!

6
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p H Beown, Atlantic; Wm. Williams, Bergen; Hon C
C Latheop. Burlington; J. D. Eeinboth, Camden; 0. U.
Whitfoed, Cumberland; B. Wood, Essex; Eev. B. C. Lippin-
Zl, amcester; J. S. Howell, Hudson; J A. Andeesox,
Hunterdon; Eev. H. C. Westwood, D.D., Mercer; H B.

Middlesex; H. H. Seabeook, Monmouth; Eev. S. H.Stout,

Smith, Morris; Eev. J. T. H. Waite, Ocean;
Passaic; J. K. Loudeebeck, Salem; P.A. Vooehees,

; Eev. A. A. Haines, Sussex; E. H. Langdon, Union,
N.

Stigee, Warren.

Adjourned on

set

the benediction by the Eev. A. J. Hiees.

fourth session.
■Wkdnksdat Afternoon.

held for fif-
At 2 o’clock a preliminary prayer-meeting was

teen minutes, the Hon. John Hill, of Boonton, leading.
At

2 15 President Mackie took the chair and called on
the Eev.

Hr. Muephy, of Salem, to offer prayer. The minutes
of the

read and approved, and the Eev. Mr. Conk-
introduced and

last session were

County Secretary for Hunterdon, was
delivered the following address on
ling

SUNDAY-SCHOOL INSTITUTES.
By Bev. C. S. Conklinq.

The annual numbering of the Sunday-school host of New
Jersey has at length been completed and “^^omitable
brother has brought us the grand result as follows,

viz..

1,483
. 20,917
. 129,633

Surely we have a noble army, and Mr. President, you may

well be proud to command it. Our numbers are glorious
to

our vision, and to-day wo greatly joy in the blessed enumera

tion. But our present mission lies quite beyond these hgures.

Number of Schools,. . •
Number of OfScers and Teachers, .
Number of Scholars,

I
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In time past we were content to count up our men, and were

wont to rest complacently in an enlarged tabular summary

ra^fbut not only the extent of our
Questions tb„i therein for active service,
longer Tbl f questions a while ago, are questions no

questions have been satisfactorily solved
and the answers given have been generally accepted oS
questions, and questions of tbe gravest import, now press unon
us, claiming our serious attention. ^ ^
Are all of these twenty thousand nine hundred and seventeen

teachers m our schools, abundantly qualified^ for
their high vocation ? Are there any means by which these tbm,

teachers can be educated to a better
ntness for their important work ? oeiter

and to what extent can thev b«
rendered available in accomplishing the grand desim?
now a generally admitted fact, that all these thousands are

not altogether qualified to teach well. Indeed many wte and
good men soberly doubt if any great loss would enlue to the

cause, should many of these officers and teachers wholly vacate

^ ’ whilst the conviction is constantly grow
ing that there is ample room for the very best qualified to be

come patly improved in the preparation for tS work’
Many teachers have been permitted quite long enough to re

pair to their classes, there to learn their lessons. A school
master once applied for a situation in which English ffram

mar was one of the studies in the prescribed course. When

edL^ortb^rt inquired of the applicant as to his knowl-
relbe? question, the schoolmaster very honestly

^ ^ myself know grammar, but then I think I
can soon learn, by hearing the bo3^8/’

I do this day, and in this presence, most solemnly protest

against allowing either the common-school teacherl^or tne

Sunday-schoo teachers of Mew Jersey, to depend any longer
upon the scholars for the learning of their lessons. Assumfng
that m reference to many of our Sunday-school teachers therf
18 a pressing need and ample room for all to be greatly i
proved, and in items not a few, then two '• ”
properly before this Convention.

1st. What should be done ?
2d. What can be done f

b^doTeT'"”" ^
To this I answer, a vast deal needs to be done—everythinv

appertaining to the Sunday-school work from first to last—

every part and parcel of it-every phase and feature of it-

It is

^ .1,

iti

im-

questions are now
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. +n hp brought up, and all should be essayed

a3d*»°.V^” cttre^ on p.^ched .bout, nnd fully ill.rtvntod
by blackboard and otherwise^e ehool, its mission its
®^f/d Ss work needs ot be discussed fully, freely, thorough y,

men, anditsworK,neeu» length gravely and sprightly,
and by many, \ , u work should be done in

wmmmrn

'i

us

^^^so as a topic comes the Sunday-school Teacher-J^B^i^

S d‘m.rof in the presence of hi. clue., end h.. walk and

conversation outside of the school. Pio-ber

intolleS TndTfglier'^itt^^^^^^

£iig=!»ss^written essays well-spoken addresses and lectures, m many

sermons delivered in demonstration,.® J.brieTwe
chalked and talked and objectively ] “ted. In briet

we

greatlv need and ought to have, all that is properly
com

frised in the idea of the Institute, with many harmoniously^
performed concert and responsive readings, “^7 Christian
conferences and fraternal salutations, otge ^ (jg
“box” in which woman too, with equal rights may ^ ,
posit her wise questions, briefly asked and briefly

answered all

these themes Ld exercises Bhould be speedily discus ed and

held in every corner of our State, for the abundant J g
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of the thousands of our Sunday-school army in their honored
profession.

Then peradventure shall they know, that they know what
they know, and that they do not know what they do not
know; thus shall be successfully achieved the grand idea of

our faithful Secretary, by “ supplementing and utilizing these

Conventions,” and in the sequel, efficiently aid our well-be

loved superintendents and teachers, to prove themselves
workmen who needmot to be ashamed.

We are now come to our second question, What can be
done ? Can all that has been specified as needful work be ac

complished ? Can these various topics be well discussed and

clearly illustrated in every part of our State ? To these, our
answer without hesitancy is. Yes ! We do believe this work

can be done, and we firmly believe all this and much more

will speedily be effected.
And now arises the question. By whom shall these emer

gent labors be performed ? and where are the men ? We an

swer : By the very men within our own borders and at our

doors. Most assuredly, Mew Jersey is not yet so devoid of

She has not yet been so utterly drained of her Sunday-
school workers by this great City of Brotherly Love on our

west, nor by the vast commercial emporium on our east. Mot

so many can have escaped at our north, nor left us at the

south, that we are even now without all the men needful and

competent to the great work to be achieved.
Each of these counties herein represented, has without

doubt, right at home, in her own hosom, brain enough, and

discipline, experience, knowledge, and heart, sufficient to meet

all the emergencies of the ease. Where are all the ministers

of the Gospel, who have spent long years in specially prepar

ing themselves to teach well the things of the kingdom ?

Where are all our pious physicians and our godly lawyers ?

Where are our intelligent Christian merchants, and railroad

men, and learned professors ? And moreover, where the host

of our well-instructed Sunday-school secretaries of the tow

ships and counties, as also our accomplished and untiring
perintendents ? I know full well a disposition, too often

manifested by Jerseymen whenever any great thing is to be

done among us, to send directly off for foreign aid. And we

come to-day to protest against this wonted importation. We

are confident, that if half the time often vainly spent by com
mittees in correspondence and in travel, for the obtainment
of help, had been faithfully bestowed in seeking out the needed
aid within our own borders, the work could have been well

performed. I am not unaware, that there are some stars of

the first magnitude in the Sunday-school firmament. With

men.

n-

su-
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you, and many others, we have often gazed amazingly upon
these brighter lights. Nor is our admiration diminished. We

still love to gaze at their peculiar brilliancy, and point them
out to many. But these brighter lights cannot possibly be c
positioned and distributed in the heavens as to shine upon all
the regions that need the light, at one and the same time.
Hence be it ours the rather to take our stand on some high
dome of observation, and seek to discover other stars, whose

shining, if not equal to those so well known, may yet be of

very essential service. Dropping the figure, take the fact.

Pardee, Vineeilt, Wells, and others of greater, lesser, or equal
naagnitude and irn mrtance, however accomplished and effi

cient, cannot possibly be so distributed or concentred as to

perform the grand mission whereunto they have been mani

festly ordained, to the extent of meeting the wants of all our

Sunday-school territory. Hence be it ours to seek out faith

fully and develop other Pardees, and Wellses, and Vincents.
The doctrine we inculcate this day \b, Discover our own stars ;

develop our own men.

Moreover, we have all heard a good deal about some pros-

ective Sunday-school Colleges or Universities, national
tate, where shall be trained the future superintendents and

teachers of our schools. We greatly rejoice in the prospect of
any means by which our pressing wants may be supplied.
Our gladness will be exceeding great when many Jersey men
shall have been duly matriculated into these Sunday-school
seminaries; nay, when they shall have graduated with high
est honors. But New Jersej^ cannot wait until all these pro
jected plans shall have been put in motion. We want the men
even now in the field.

We do believe we have the very men, and in abundance too,
who are competent to the work of duly training our Sunday-
school teachers. Possibly some of these may need a little

practice ere they can well perform. On inquiring the other

day of a venerable Doctor of Divinity, whether he could
“chalk and talk,” he promptly replied, “I am agoing to. Sir;
I am agoing to. Sir; I have been doing something in that

line.” The very idea, that we have not men enough and
petent enough to do the work before us is monstrously strange.
When just now our Board of Education wanted one man in

each county to supervise properly the interests of the

schools of the State, the men sprang up all armed and equipped
for the sober work, like the very frogs in olden time.
Two theories have long been familiar to us. The one that

the men beget the circumstances, the other, that the circum

stances produce the men. We pause not here to examine these

theories, but of this thing we are well assured, that in this

so

or

corn-

common
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land, and especially in our own goodly State, the men have ever

been found equal to the emergency, and as it has been in the

past, so we confidently believe it will ever be in the future.

Assuming then, nor do we count it a bold assumption, but

rather the full assurance of our faith, in the fact that New

Jersey has, within her own boundaries, men sufficient in num

ber, and sufficiently qualified for the execution of the plans p
posed, then arises another question, who shall hunt up these
workers, bring them forward and introduce them to their im

portant posts ? It is clear that there is one man in each county
on whom rests pre-eminently this very sober duty,
none other than the County Secretaries.

I beg leave to dedicate respectfully to my twenty colleagues
a few plain and earnest words. And, dear brethren, I trust

that not a single man of all the twenty is any advocate for the

eight-hour system. Surely we have too much hard work on

hand to admit of short days; it were far better to make the

five quarters. I regard the corresponding secretaries for the

several counties, as Clark’s Brum Corps. Indeed I think that

each secretary is worthy to be accounted a Drum Major. Of

this we are thoroughly persuaded, that each county secretary
will find an abundance of drumming to do. And I would re

spectfully suggest to our Chief Drummer that he gather his

adjutants together soon, and by some well-timed lessons, teach

them how to drum well. The secretaries, with proper efforts,
, will surely succeed in drumming up all the men wanted in the

several counties. It is to be supposed that each county offi

cer, through the agency of the township secretaries, has at

hand a complete directory of the names and residences of the

chief Sunday-school workers in his bounds, the lay brethren

as well as the ministers of the Gospel. So soon as the county
secretary has fixed upon the place and well marked out his

programme of an Institute, let him go forth in quest of the

men to fill it, and doubtless he will have all the parts of his
order soon taken up. Very possibly our brother secretary-
will meet in the course of his round some exceedingly dignified
rebuffs; he may encounter some men who walk on stilts, and

find some professed Sunday-school workers who will very

coolly reply to his urgent invitation, “ Well, Sir, I want some

time to think about this matter.” Nevertheless, let him per
severe, and he will find men,enough and well adapted to each

department of the programme. If one can’t stain the blue,
beautiful ruby, and another who is not able to

ro-

I mean

yet can he the
Droduee the ruby, can stain the green, and thus by various

lands shall be brought out all the colors demanded.
The greatest difficulty perhaps will be experienced in ob

taining the Blackboard men—those who can well both “chalk
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Even these will doubtless spring up in the path
way of our secretary, on a sudden, and all ready for efficient
performance in illustrative and object teaching.
We firmly believe the needed work can be done, and will

speedily and successfully be thus accomplished. In one of our

counties we have seen the experiment tried, and the efforts

proved a success. God grant that we may all as Sunday-school
workers, manifest what Chesterfield once sneeringly called

heroic passion for saving souls.”

and talk.’

an

DISCUSSION ON TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES.

An interesting conversation ensued on the general subject
of need of Institutes, and of the practicability of holding them
in almost any locality, since each county and district has

within itself the requisite talent to do all that the work within

its borders demands. Several of the gentlemen who seconded
the address were themselves living exemplifications of its truth

fulness and point. Three of them at least, it may be said, were

a few months back faithful privates in the ranks merely, and

would have been frightened at the suggestion of their being
able to teach their fellow-teachers in any public exercises of

an Institute. They have now come to handle the chalk with

the skill of proficients, and in the matter of blackboard illus

tration and other improved methods of Sabbath-school conduct

have become honored and successful leaders,

has done, man may do.”

Messrs. 0. B. Stout, H. E. Warford, J. A. Anderson, J. S.

Howell, D. M. Stiger, and Eev. S. H. Smith, of Mendham,
took part in this Institute conversation. Mr. Smith spoke en
thusiastically of the late splendid Institute conducted at Mor

ristown, and said that its beneficial effects had already been

sensibly felt in many of their Sabbath-schools. Mr. Stiger

made a very interesting statement of the Institute movement

in his field. They have regular local associations in different

parts of the county, covering almost the whole of their terri

tory. As county secretary he meets with these associations
from month to month. The exercises are of the Institute

kind and full of instruction and impulse in the good work. In

What man
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the Jersey City Association, which is a delightfully prosperous

organization, they have laid out a regular course of topics for
months to come, for special consideration at their monthly

meetings. They have recently begun the work of family visi

tation and Bible distribution through the whole county, their

canvassing on Sunday-school errands giving them such favored

opportunities of doing this work also. The County Bible So

ciety cordially co-operates by supplying the Bibles, &c.
The discussion on Sunday-school Institutes was closed by a

resolution offered by Dr. Westwood, “
hereby heartily commend to the several counties to hold if

possible,/our Institutes during the Sunday-school year, in dif

ferent localities in the county.”

That the Convention

Joy to the world,‘

was sung, and the Eev. Mr. Peltz, pastor of the Tabernacle
Baptist Church of Philadelphia, was introduced, and spoke on
the subject of adult classes.

'■'i;

ADULT CLASSES.

By Eev. G. A. Peltz.

The speaker was fresh from an experiment in his own
® ^ successful Sunday-school movement with the

adults has been conducted. The whole theme was brief in its

statement but very broad and deep in its bearings. Too Iona;
the idea has prevailed that the Sunday-school was meant for

children exclusively. It has indeed reached myriads of chil
dren, thank God ! and in so far as it has taken them in its arms
and blessed them it has been Christ-like; but unlike Christ it
Eas not been adequately prepared to instruct those who like

^icodemus have come later in life, with minds uninformed
learn about Jesus. ‘

_ The speaker did not refer to the occasional form of adult
instruction in a Bible class, here and there to be found in most
of our Sabbath-schools. He meant such an enlargement of the

plans and eff^orts of the school as will bring every man wo-

man, and child in our churches, congregations, and neighbor-
hoods, under the teachings of the Sunday-school week after

week. The adage, “Take care of the children, and the

>1 •

I

to

j ■;

men
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will take care of themselves,” was true in a limited sense for

the Word of God assures us, that if we “tram up a chiW in

the way he should go, when he is old he will not depart from

itbut the adage is untrue if applied as it has been to the

Sunday-school. The little time that is given to the children

in the Sunday-school, amounting to an hour or two only in

the week, will not guarantee that the men thus partially in

structed “wijl take care of themselves,” and there are multi

tudes of men and women, we all know, who are as little in

formed about the great truths of God and religion, as children

in our infant classes ought to be. Such adults need more

teaching, and of a different kind, than that which the pulpit

In the adult classes thus proposed, the teaching should be

laid out in a definite course, say in the two lines, doctrine and

practice. The course should be well defined, and so brief that

young convert might go into the practical class, and run

through in about a year all the topics there taught, and then

pass into the doctrinal class and through that, ihe Jtvi-

dences of Christianity ought to form a part of such course, and

a competent teaeher could impart much important truth
in a

way that would take hold upon any ordinary adult class.
A

successful teacher of this kind was mentioned as connected
with the speaker’s own school. , r, v .1
As to the organization of such a class, the speaker believed

it could not well be done in one corner of the school, but

should have a separate room, say the main audience-room
ot

the church. One general superintendent should be over
tne

whole school, with three assistants, one for each department,
adult, middle, and infant.

In his own case, his superintendent and others
terested with him in the project. They requested him
meet them. They then got out the roll of church membeij
ran their eye down the list, and came to a name—hewill do

for superintendent! He is not a talking man, and none
the

worse for that! but he has executive, managing talent, bo

he is waited upon and accepts the post. But now the ques

tion comes. Are there any teachers here? Eun your eye
down, and here ip B., there in D., there in F., you will find this

and that young lady who in your judgment will
Go to each of them, talk and pray over

enlisted. Then

the

were in

to

young man
answer to your call,
the subject with them, till their hearts are
when you have gained their assent, go over your list again,

and assign to each the post for which he seems to be
best

qualified: here is one for the young men’s Bible-class, there

one for the young ladies’, and here one for the fathers
an

Every pastor and superintendent will be as-mothers’ class.
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tonished to find, if this work is faithfully done, how much

-ood material they have which had before been hidden away

fn obscurity. In going over his own congregation he had

found a young man who had never been in the Sabbath-school.
They fixed upon him as a suitable teacher fora young men’s

class. On going to him to secure his assent, he gave it

promptly, saying that it was what he desired. Two or three

young men were found and introduced to him, and the class

now numbers thirty to thirty-five pupils, young men who had

before been hanging on the outskirts of the congregation, on

whom none seemed to have any hold. These were thus
brought in. Some may object to this, that “they have none

in their church who can or will act as teachers; all are now

engaged in the Sahbath-sehool who have any heart in the

work, or any gualifications for it.” It is really doubtful
whether any church is thus exhausted. If the matter is fully

canvassed, teachers will be found where it was little dreamed

there were any. In his own church, a worthy widow, of pecu
liar characteristics, was called upon for this work, and on

being asked what kind of class she felt she could undertake,
replied that if there were any who wanted counsel or advice,

any who were in sorrow and needed a friend, she would like

to become acquainted with them. And there are many
mothers in Israel who are eminently fitted for this kind of

work, and their talents should be employed for the Master in

this way. Seek out these cases. Work all your material.
And if it really be the case that you have not enough teachers,

then the blessedness of this plan suggested is, that you

get along without a full corps of teachers. Let two or three

earnest men and women take hold of the matter, and begin,

select a portion of Scripture which they shall think, and study,

and pray over during the week, and expound and explain it

as they may be able on the Sabbath. With the help of the

pastor and these earnest spirits, the plan can be adopted in

almost any and every place, and the idea of teaching the

Scriptures be carried out.
Some of the benefits to be derived from these plans of adult

classes are, first, a vast amount of instruction is given; then
there is work—work for the teachers and for the pupils; then

g

can

it gives the pastor an important means of supervising his

flock, since by looking over the secretary’s list, he can tell

who is faithful in attendance and who not (for the adult school

contemplates the attendance, and connection in some way of
the entire church membership). Then the plan relieves several

chronic difficulties in Sunday-school management, as how to

retain the older scholars, how to interest the church members,

how to secure the study of the lesson by the scholar at home.
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&c. It seemed to the speaker that every school, every church,

every locality should have its adult class, whether constituting

a separate department, or a part of the existing school. Thus

the whole people will he taught that which they cannot learn

from the pulpit, for they want to ask questions, they want to

state their difficulties, and they want to have their questions

specially met and answered; and in such a class they can

compass this end. The speaker was fully persuaded that
every church and school could carry on its work of teaching

Christ with greatly increased efficiency and power, by form
ing, enlarging, and strengthening adult classes in connection

with its Sunday-school work.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC.

Prof P. P. Vanarsdale, of Jersey City, next made remarks
upon the subject of Sunday-school music, giving his experience

of many years as to its mighty power for good, and showing

how it may he more and more blessed of God to the furthering
of Sabbath-school and religious work. His general points
were: Adapt the music, both tune and sentiment, to the lesson,

the feeling, the circumstances of the occasion. Teach the

scholars the sacred character of the exercise, that it is always

worship, often the most solemn prayer,
hymn some fact or illustration that will fix it upon the mind.

See that the words and the sentiment are fully understood be

fore singing. Sing with feeling and spirit and vivacity. Enter

yourselves into the meaning of the hymn. If the scholars
would sing the teachers must set the examplq.

Associate with the

THE QUESTION BOX.

The last privilege of the session was the answering of ques

tions that had been deposited in the box. W. H. Sutton, of

Jersey City, opened the exercise, the Convention answering:
Should novels find a place in the Sunday-school library ?

Ans. “ No !” “No !” “ No place !”
Ought a superintendent to retain careless and indifferent
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teachers who have long been connected with the school?
“No.”

Ans.

Should a pastor take charge of the school connected with

his own church ? Ans.

in the right place.”

The Eev. G. A. Peltz read and answered the following:
What 18 the proper average number of scholars for each
teacher? Ans. “ Six or seven; some can manage many more.”

“I have found, as a teacher,” says one, “that I can command
the attention so as successfully to teach three or four scholars,
but that it is impossible for me to teach seven or eight; what
would you advise me to do ?
have one or two

No.” “ Yes.” “No.” “ The right man

Ans. “A teacher may safely
more scholars than he can easily manage;

and then let him stir himself up to the conquering of the one
or two more.”

Are the qualifications for great eflJciency as a Sunday-school
teacher natural or acquired? Ans.

exist. You may rub a brick away without getting a polish.
The diamond takes the polish. Still, culture can do a great
deal with minds of only ordinary calibre.”

Is it right for- a teacher to tell a story at the end of his les-

If by the story he can illustrate or apply the

Natural abilities must
H

son ? Ans. “ !

truth; not otherwise.”

What is the best way of establishing a school ? Ans.
depends upon the field and the men who are in it.

of two men with hearts in the work, who gave of their means

liberally, and called and supported a missionary pastor, until

a school and a church were the fruit of the effort, was stated

by the speaker. A heart truly in the work will provide and

direct to the proper means and agencies.
The Eev. Alfked Taylor answered the following:
What is the best way of keeping the more advanced scholars

in the Sabbath-school? Ans. “A lawyer in Philadelphia,
fifteen years ago, took a elass of boys who very suddenly be-

young men, and refused to attend the school. They
formed themselves into a curb-stone, or lamp-post elass, and

this good man saw that if they should pass finally beyond the
restraints of the sanctuary, they would go fast to destruction.

He did not go to them and say, ‘ Boys! you are disturbing the

That
IT"The case

came
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congregation, you are a great nuisance!’ and pass them sternly

and piously by. No! He said to them, ‘ Young gentlemen,
would you not like to meet me this afternoon, and spend a

pleasant hour or so together?’ ‘Yes, sir; where shall we

go ?’ They found a room up in the belfry of the church.
There they met him all summer long. Often the speaker had

seen them, teacher and all, with their coats off, and joined

them in their lusty choruses of praise, when the swift perspi

ration would course its way down from their brows, in their

earnest interest and effort in singing the songs of Zion. Only
two of those more than dozen boys turned out badly. The

secret of that good teacher’s success was in his understanding
boy-nature, and in his making himself one with them and of

them.”

How shall we get our children to ask questions ? Ans. “ By

getting them interested. For instance, if you tell them how

many cubits high the giant Goliath was, they will not be long

in asking you how many feet and inches that is. Excite their

curiosity to know a thing, and they will ask you all about it.

To a question concerning music in the Sunday-school Mr.

Taylor replied that a great deal of the singing in our schools

was not worship at all. We might as well sing the multipli
cation table, or “ thirty days hath September,” and call it wor

ship. Is it right to sing hymns that are simply in praise of
the Sunday-school ? No! no 1 We are sick of such ditties as

We love to go to Sunday-school, .

Johnny and I, Johnny and I;

In weather fair, or weather foul,

Johnny and I, Johnny and I!”

Nor should the sentiment be merely moral, as:

“ Sweet daffy-down-dilly

Came up in the cold!”

it

Or nonsensical error, as :

“ Then gladly we’ll open the door of our hearts,”

and let Jesus come in? Oh no! but

“ Let the ffood angels come in I”



95

Oh, let us have sweet, pure, and true religious sentiment in

our songs, that we may lead our children, through them, to

worship and praise God with cheerful, holy gladness !

In what way may a Sunday-school teacher best gain the
attention of his class? Ans. “By careful, prayerful study be
fore attempting to teach. Give the scholars something that

they can feed on. Get your own head and heart full of it.

Have a definite plan of teaching. Be not a rambler like the

preacher of whom it is said that he came to his pulpit and

announced, ‘ Brethren, we will take our text in the hind end

of Job, and range through!
Ought not every male teacher to be free from the vice of

using tobacco? Ans. “I am not a judge of the article at all,

having never used it. I do say this, however, that instead of

making a general spittoon of the church floor, every man

addicted to the habit should provide himself with a private

spittoon. And further, it is evident that the good preacher’s
deduction was a fair one when he said : ‘ Brethren, Jonah was

a clean man, he did not use tobacco, for otherwise the whale

could not have held him three days!’ ”
What is the best way of conducting a mission-school? W.

H. Sutton replied: “ By earnest love; make the exercises

attractive; visit at the homes; use printer’s ink freely; don’t

be afraid of a little noise; do not be discouraged at opposition,

for opposition is often a wholesome thing. A pious old colored

woman had once been threatened her life by a wicked neigh
bor, who flourished a knife over her; she fell on her knees and

prayed, ‘ T’ank de good Lord, de devil am getting mad ; now

I knows dat de Lord am coming, sure.’ ” That homely expres

sion, heard by the speaker, had, from that day to this, been a

powerful stimulus to him in meeting every form of opposition
in carrying on the Lord’s work.
An invitation from the Board of Censors of the Philotechnic

University of Camden, to visit their rooms, was here presented

through E. Bingham, secretary. A vote of thanks was ten

dered, and a number of delegates availed themselves of the

privileges aiforded.

The Convention was then adjourned by the benediction
from Eev. S. H. Smith, of Mendham. i

> )7



96

FIFTH SESSION.

Wednesday Bvbnino.

A full house was in attendance. The preliminary devotions,

lasting fifteen minutes, were
Charles C. Lathrop led in them. President Mackie then
called the Convention to order, and Pev. A. A. Haines, of Ham

burgh, offered prayer.
After the approval of the minutes, the Eev. Hr. Crane, of

Hackettstown, was introduced, and read the following essay:

solemn and impressive. Hon.

i

OUR CONVERTED SCHOLARS.

By Ekv. J. T. Crane, D.D.

The request of the Committee of this Association Jias made

it my duty to prepare an essay in regard to our converted
children. In compliance with this request, permit me to offer

the following suggestions relative to the whole subject.
1. Let it he impressed upon the children, in every suitable way,

that God claims the love, accepts the worship, and is pleased with
the obedience of a little child.

Until this point is well settled, the teacher will have little

confidence to encourage children to serve God; and children

will feel little obligation. Either in early years or later, it is

not always an easy thing to obey. There is a conflict between
good and evil, the right impulse and the wrong. The young

est will not find the path free from the snares which the

tempter sets for souls. When duty seems hard, there will be

lack of plausible reasons for its omission. If in the hour

of trial, the wrong is reinforced by even the suspicion that a

child’s religion is of little value in the sight of either God or

men, it will be a marvel indeed if the wrong does not prevail.
Doubts in regard to the possibility of acceptable service are

naturally fatal, not only to effort, but to the very sense of ob

ligation. A child that cannot put the thought into words,

will feel that no one can be bound to do an impossibility.
But* doubts on this vital point will not only relieve of its

1

no

1
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;• burden the conscience of those who are tempted to resist the

divine claims, but will fill with discouragement and dismay
the hearts of those who would fain obey the Spirit’s call. The
same uncertainty which prompts ruder natures to resist will

sink into despondency the yielding and the tender-hearted
Thus, in whatever stage of spiritual life the child may be
whether careless, or beginning to soften, or trying to do the

divine will wnth an apparently fixed purpose, it is clear that

all our dealings with him,-both in word and deed, should aim

to fasten the strong persuasion that to serve God is a duty
which cannot he deferred one day without guilt and peril
This truth will be a thorn in the bosoms of the— - more perverse
and at the same time, a blessed assurance to the timid and
the tender-hearted.

2. Let religion he set before the mind of the child in its true

point of view, as cheerful, beautiful, and attractive.
Childhood has affinity for the sunbeams, rather than for the

shadows. The dread of the dark which some children mani

fest, even where no tales of terror have been told them, is but
an indication of their whole instinctive impulse. Smiles draw

them, sternness and gloom repel. I would not, indeed, with

hold any truth, no matter how fearful that truth may be.

Still it is not wise to seek to move the child by appealing only
or chiefiy to his fears. If he finds that to converse about duty
and God is always made painful to him, he will be strongly
tempted to shut it out of his very thoughts. If the child is

rebellious, tell him of the fearful consequences of transgression •
but let every denunciation of sin be accompanied by God’s

generous offer of pardon, and let the first indications of genu
ine penitence be met with encouraging assurances and loving
words. And let it be inculcated, constantly and emphatically^
that the ways of wisdom are “ ways of pleasantness, and all’
her paths are peace.” Let them know that the word of God

not only shows us how to be happy after death, but that they
who would, be hap jy in this world must obey it; that they
who walk in its light alone are safe, while sorrow, danger and
death follow the footsteps of every transgressor. And not

least of all, let them see about them examples of earnest and

yet cheerful piety, and know that their parents and their

teachers seek their present happiness in the service of God,
and find it daily. Let them see that our religious duties are

not as our medicine, possibly necessary, but bitter, but on the

contrary, our pleasant nourishment, like the fruit of the trees

of Paradise, “ pleasant to the sight, and good for food.” Let

them know that life has no better joys than those which are

found in the service of God ; and that all the pleasures of sin

1
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unsatisfactory while they last, and end in disappointment,
nain, and remorse.

3. In teaching children the way of life, make no needless use of

abstractions and technicalities. . . ,
Far be it from me to intimate that doctrinal correctness

is of little importance. It has been said, by a popular pulpit

orator, that doctrine is but the skin of religion stuffed and set

up This figure of speech probably misled no one at the time

it was uttered; but taken alone it is inappropriate and fdse.

As every effect must have an adequate cause, so every
attec-

tion and impulse, and emotion, which belongs to the inner

experience of the Christian, and every virtue and grace which

adorns his outer life, must have its strong foundation in some

“sure word of prophecy,” understood, accepted, believed. |
The doctrines of the Bible are not the mere skin of religion,

but rather the bones of its living frame, upon which the mus

cles are fastened, and by means of which they act. Break

the bone, and the muscle has neither fulcrum nor lever; the

whole limb is paralyzed and powerless. So under every part

of practical Christianity, every really pious word and deed all

faith and joy, all love and hope, there must lie a solid truth of

God, the strong foundation of eternal verity. In teaching the

smallest child, this fact must not be forgotten. .
Still, nothing is gained, and much may be lost, by beginning

with elaborate definitions, and urging them upon the clnld as

preliminary to practical obedience. Children must eat, before

they learn the current theory of the digestive process; they

must learn to walk, before they can be taught the laws of

mechanical forces. So they may be encouraged to trust
loving Saviour, resist temptation, and yield to the power of di

vine grace, long before they can even dimly comprehend the doc-

trineof the Trinity, the atonement, and the new birth. As a fire,

lust kindling into brightness, may be smothered by piling too

much fuel upon it, so the rising flame of good desire in a child s

heart may he quenched by heaping upon it words which can

only “ darken counsel,” because they convey no knowledge.
Especially is mischief done, when a child who is really try

ing to serve God, is taken in hand by some grave church offi

cer and solemnly questioned, in the set terms of the books, in

regard to his experience. Struck with awe by the unbending
faces around him, and wholly at a loss in regard to the mean

ing of the terms addressed to him, either he is dumb, or an

swers at random, and is very glad when the painful process

comes to an end. Babes must be fed with milk, not tough
flesh, much less dry bones. To surround the subject

with

shadows and gloom, and make the child feel confused and

ashamed, when he tries to talk with you about loving Jesus,

are

in a
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is to do much to cause him to lose confidence in his budding
religious life, and become fatally discouraged. To worship
trust, love and obey God, is true religion. How to do this a

very little child, through grace, may learn. The things which

are “ hard to be understood,” will come gradually as years ad
vance and the intellect ripens. ,“First the blade, then the

ear, after that the full corn in the ear,” is the divine order.

4. The religious experience of a truly converted child cannot be

expected to he as strongly marked as that of an adult.
Even intelligent men and women sometimes become despond

ent, and lose hope and joy, not because of a want of faith in

Christ, but because they lack confidence in their own experi
ence. They forget that there may be infinite variety where all

is equally real and genuine. Nor is the cause of these differences

always hidden. One man is arrested by the Spirit of God, and he
struggles like a lion caught in a net. After a period of intense

mental anguish, he yields, repents, believes, and finds peace

in believing, a peace, the sweetness of which is augmented by
the preceding agony, as the sudden cessation of acute pain
creates of itself one of the highest forms of pleasure. The

Spirit of God appeals to another, and at once he yields, and

feels the holy calm within. The one, like the Philijipian, feels

the terrors of the trembling earth, and the clang of opening
doors, and on the verge of a suicidal grave, finds eternal life!
The other, like Peter, when the first glance of his Master’s re

proving eye falls upon him, goes out, weeping bitterly, and is

forgiven. If they compare their past experiences, the latter

will seem poor and meaningless beside the other. Yet the

fierce mental conflict of the one really grew out of his stout

resistance, and the path of the other was comparativelv smooth

because of his prompt response to the divine call. And if a
ready submission to God is better than resistance and delay,

, then is the calmer experience no less desirable, to say the
least, than the other.

^ If these things are so, it is evident that the religious expe
rience of children will be of a milder, gentler type than that

of adults, in regard to the beginnings of the new life. Evil

habits have not so bound them in chains; evil shame does not

so hinder their obeying their convictions. Therefore, they
yield more readily, and feel little of the burning which mental

friction engenders. Moreover, they are not accustomed to

watch their own feelings, and are but scantily supplied with

words to express their new thoughts, emotions, and purposes.

And so a little child, truly drawn toward the cross, and not

disobedient to the heavenly call, will be able to relate little of

what has passed, or is passing in his heart. If, therefore,
children are to be rejected till they are able to rehearse a
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regular experience, in the terms found in the books, many of
those of whom is the kingdom of heaven, will find the gates of
the Church fast closed against them, and perhaps turn away
in the direction of the “ synagogue of Satan,” who keeps his
doors open day and night for the youngest and the smallest.

5. Where children give evidence of religious principle, their pious
desires and purposes should be duly recognized.
No iron rule can define the age at which it is proper to

eeive children into church membership. One child of six
years may understand the matter as wel as another of twelve.

But whether older or younger, let the child that gives, accord-

ing_ to his age and circumstances, reasonable proof of a fixed

desire to serve God, feel that the Church is not disposed either

to question the reality, or underestimate the value, of the begin
ning which he has made. It seems to me that the Church
should cheer and strengthen the hearts of such children, by
giving them some formal token that it respects their sincerity
and hopes much from their fidelity. The manner in which
this is best done, it does not become me to attempt to define.

Some pastors, some churches, will adopt one method, others
another.

In my own congregations, I have found that a class formed

for the special instruction of the children in personal religion,
is, with the divine blessing, attended with valuable results.

The meetings of the class are held Sabbath afternoon, at the

close of the regular exercises of the Sunday-school. The at

tendance of each child is wholly voluntary. To come willingly
to such a class, is, on the part of the child, a confession of

Christ, and the avowal of a desire to follow him. Member
ship in the class has much the effect upon a conscientious child

that membership in the church has upon a conscientious adult.

The child feels that the step taken has the force of a covenant

with God, and recognizes more fully than before, his obliga
tion to love and worship God, and be obedient in all things to
the divine will.

Judging by my own experience, here and there one will grow
weary, and cease to attend the w’eekly meeting, but the great
majority will come week after week, and month after month,
to learn how they may serve God, and will ripen gradually
into a reliable experience suitable to their years, and a steadi

ness of Clmstian living which justifies their reception into the

Church of God. But leaving the question of time and method

for those to determine upon whom devolve the right and the

duty of doing it in each individual case, I insist upon it, that
every child whose heart the Lord has touched, shall see and

know that the Church, as well as the great Head of the Church,
opens its arms, and says: “Suffer the little children to come

re-

i
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unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of
God.” ®

6. In judging the outward indications of piety among children,
make due allowance for their inexperience and lack of knowledge.
No wrong conduct is indeed to be tolerated under the

.cious plea that it is nothing but the act of a child.
abhorred, always and everywhere. At the same time, let us

not forget that an equal degree of religious principle will not

ordinarily secure in the child as correct an outward life as in

the adult. Children are impulsive and incautious. Every
thing comes at once to the surface. _ The man who is tempted,
tried, provoked, has learned to be silent, and preserve an out

ward calmness of demeanor. In the secrecy of his own heart,
he contends with his spiritual enemy, and those around him

may neither suspect his danger, nor know of his victory. The

child, on the other hand, is prone to reveal everything. Thus

he often makes a poor show where the All-seeing eye may
little dilferenee between him and the man whose outward life
is blameless.

And even when the child falls into error, and needs warn

ing, let not undue severity of language or of manner drive him

to despair. Especially should we be on our guard, when the

offence is of such a nature as not only to displease God, as we
fear, but as to offend us, as we certainly feel. In such cases,
it may moderate the sternness of our rebuke, to pause a mo

ment, and inquire of our own hearts, how far our displeasure
is due to personal annoyance, and how far to our regard for

the divine honor and the welfare of souls. Describing his own

method of dealing with the converts at Thessalonica, St. Paul

says: “We were gentle among you, even as a nurse cher-
isheth her children.” If this considerate gentleness was wise

and needful among adult converts, how much the more neces

sary among children, so sensitive to commendation and
censure, lifted up by a smile, and withered by a frown from

those whom they love?
7. Let children who avow a desire to serve God be trained in

all practical Christian living.
Care must indeed be taken that they are not brought into

bondage to a formal programme of duties and observances,
framed without Scripture warrant. If you tell a little boy
that if he would be a Chrjstian, he must pray three times a

day, as did David and Daniel, and read a c lapter of the Bible

every time, he may undertake it, but will not be likely to

persevere; and when he begins to find it a burden, he will

feel wholly defeated. The Scriptures enjoin prayer, and the

study of the divine word, and teach that we should daily
worship the Lord our God; but they lay down no rigid rules

spe-
Let sin be

see

to
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in regard to the frequency or the length of our devotions
To dlfiiie these with formal exactness, would have prepared

the way for a sort of legal righteousness a species
of machine

veLiol on the part of those who found it possible to obey

the^rule; and for despair, or perhaps, an open denial of ohli-

serve God, on the part of those who were not
u time. Let us be careful not to overdo
God has been silent; that we do not lead

against which the Bible so carefully

gation to
masters of their own
in a direction where _

the young into an error

^'^A^^tiie same time, let the child who has been called of God,

be taught to delight in the holy word, and be encomaged,
both by precept and example, to form fixed habits of

devo

tion. Pomt out to them those parts of the Scriptare
w ic

will be best calculated to interest and instruct them. Teach

them to come before God h^e’ir tenil
,-ith the simplicity and confidence which befit their

tender

years. And Inorning, noon, and night, in season and
out of

season “when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thou

Skest bT the way, and when thou liest down, and when
ierofS:” “Se "^^Lond" retgTon“ fS^ 'developed,iLes every virtue, every

■ , let the universal

w

elevated, beautiful character,
train too carefully. And yet again

Old that coldness and harshness which
Tram

soon, or

caution be repeated; „ - ... •
tend to repel and discourage, and bring into bondage,
to the loving obedience of sons, not the extorted service ophe

Let the whole spirit of our advice and our examp e
he

■' O how love 1 thy law ;

av

slave,

that which led the Psalmist to^say :
it is my meditation all the day.” „ +1,0

Let the Christian child be taught the active virtues of the .

Christian life. There is a spiritual and benevolent actiyty

greatly promotes religious health, growth, and enjoy
ment. Ven little children may be religious^- ^seM’^^av be
not difficult to find a place for them to work.
encouraged to earn something by their own u°77r8 of
charity or to good causes. They may be made the bearers

ot

tSken^of kindMSS to the poor ‘«'d th® suffering. They may

seek out new scholars for the Sabhath-scb^.
be done cheerfully and pleasantly, and be the voluntary

act

°^n^regaid to the place which Christian ^^^^ebedUe
occupy in the Sunday-school, and what should there

be done

for their especial benefit, permit one or two brief
remaiks.

Nothing in the manner or the action of the ®^P0™7hLr
and the teachers, ought to be of such a chara^cter

as to bear

which
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the coBStruction of favoritisBi; yet children who are avowedly
and honestly trying to serve God, are entitled to peculiar kind

ness and attention. Where it can be done without causing
unkind remark, they should be put in classes by themselves,
that the instruction given may be directly adapted to their

case. Their teachers should be specially qualified for the

work, not only by genuine and deep personal piety, and a good
degree of intelligence, but by a happy personal experience,
and a genial, social nature, that they may be able to speak
well of the good way, and be profitable guides therein, able to

advise wisely, reprove gently and yet etfectually, and lead up
ward to the high places of Christian living and enjoyment. A

stern censor will drive them from the way. A half-hearted
member of the Church will train them only to copy his own

dwarfish standard. A mere man of books, who has little
knowledge of children, and no sympathy with the child nature,

may mean well, and yet fail of accomplishing the good at

which he aims.

I need not add that the pastor of the Church should know

them all by face and name, and meet them everywhere with a

smile'of recognition, and an encouraging word; and in his

sermons and his public prayers, give proof that he remembers

that there are lambs in the flock of which God has made him

the shepherd. I shall never forget the remark which a little

girl of eight years made in regard to a certain minister. Said

she; “He may be a good enough preacher, but he can’t see us

little folks at all.

folks,” is unfitted for an important part of his duty; nay, is
unfitted for labor in the most beautiful and promising part of
the field.

A minister who “ cannot see the little

The sweet song
“ Song Eoll,” also the hymn “ Coronation.” The Eev. Alfred

Taylor, of Philadelphia, was then introduced, and gave an ad

dress on

Outside the Gate was sung from the

THE BLACKBOARD.

By Eev. Alfred Taylor.

No two persons make the same use of it. There is a great
deal of ridiculous using of it. Its design is to do by the help
of the eye what can only be imperfectly done by the ear alone.

It recognizes that the children are not all born blind. But

care must always be taken that it really helps to illustrate and

enforce the truth. Not as one did lately, who in striving to
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teach the lesson of the house on a rock drew an outline of a

house, and left it purposely without foundation, thinking to

get hi’s scholars to supply the lack; hut on being asked what

was wanted one little fellow said, “ A door knob,” another “ A

chimbley!” Nor should such fanciful use be made of the board,
as he had seen recently, where a pink rooster with a green

tail, was sketched to illustrate, he supposed, Peter’s denial of

Christ.

. Taylor then proceeded to give a lesson on the parable of

the lost sheep, as recorded in Luke 15 : 3-7. The subject and

the chapter were placed upon the board, after the lesson was

read, and a running commentary was made upon it. The
leading points were then jotted down one by one, as they
were made by the speaker, and the suggestion thrown out

that even ministers of the Gospel might avail themselves of

the blackboard by writing their text and leading thoughts of

the sermon upon it, that the congregation might the better im

press the discourse upon their minds. A friend of his had

objected, however, that his pastor “ had no leading thoughts !”
in which cases of course the board would be of no service.
The points of the lesson were then brought out by Mr. Tay

lor by apt questioning and answers. The first was gladness.
When the man found the sheep he laid it on his shoulders re-

loicing. Different examples of holy joy as given in the Scrip-
ture were referred to. Thus the Psalmist, “I will be glad in

the Lord,” and the Prophet Habbakuk, even in terrible times

says, “ Although the fig tree should not blossom,” &c., yet “ will

I rejoice in the Lord.” The duty of cultivating a joyous, glad

spirit, as the very basis of our religion, was thus enforced.

The arithmetic of the lesson was then put upon the board.

The figures “ 100,” “ 99,” and “ 1,” in the shape of an example

in subtraction, were set down, and the fact impressed that one

sheep was lost. The terrible nature and consequences of be

ing lost were portrayed, and the work of the Shepherd in

going after the one lost sheep. Christ is then brought out as

the Shepherd, and his willingness and ability illustrated. The

23d Psalm is repeated by the audience, and several passages

alluding to the work of Christ as the Good Shepherd. His

love for his sheep, his finding the lost one, his saving the

sheep and completing the work by keeping them, and the joy
in heaven and on earth at the sinner’s salvation, are all graph

ically taught. The board has in the meantime displayed
simply the marks as below:

Mr

■ !
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Luke 15:7. Lost Sheep.

Glad 100 Christ, our Shepherd.

Loves.Lost 99

Found 1

Heaven.

Joy
Earth.

Believing also in the use of the voice as well as of the eye
and ear in instruction, the points of the lesson were embodied

in the following original lines, meant to be sung by a school,
and which were placed on the back of the board until the
close of the lesson^

I

Gladly tell the tidings round,

How in Christ the Lost are Found;

Joy in Heaven, and joy on Earth,

At the sinner’s second Urth.

Christ the Shepherd loves his Sheep,

He his flock will safely Keep,

The exercise was closed by a brief, simple prayer, in a

child’s language, and hearing exclusively upon the lesson.

Beautiful river” was sung from the “ Eoll,” when
U

THE QUESTION-BOX

was again opened, Mr. Sutton first answering. On the ques

tion how far doctrinal points should be introduced, he replied.
Only so far as to give a clear view of the doctrine of the

Church to which the school belongs, and as secondary to the
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vital elements of salvation. . . . As essentials of a good super
intendent, he named love for the children, earnestness, devoted

piety, a deep sense of his responsibility, and of the value of

souls, and a projjer pride to have his school a model. . . . The

concert and alternate mode of reading the Scriptures
good; an excellent way, also, was to have the school read in

response up to the last word or two in the sentence, and then

supply the rest, thus; the superintendent reads, “ The Lord i;

my shepherd, I shall not” [the school supply]
the question, what should be done with a goodish superinten
dent, who yet rejects all improvements, and is not at all up to
the times, Mr. Sutton advised. Get him to take The Sunday-
School Times, and that will he pretty sure to lead him to an

Institute or Convention, and if after mingling with his fellow-

teachers in such occasions he is not cured, he is truly
firmed case.

were

18

want.” . . On

a con-

Mr. Taylor continued the exercise. To the question
whether Sunday-school teachers should drink beer, ale, or ■

cider as a beverage, he replied that he did not know to what

extent such things could help him in his work. If, however,
the teacher knows that ale and beer are composed of seven

per cent, of alcohol, and ninety-three per cent, of swill, and
thinks them beneficial to his work, let him use them! . . Mr.

Taylor thought that the Church should be a great temperan
society; he believed in “Bands of Hope,” and pledges, and in

circulating temperance papers among the young, and strongly
recommended Sunday-schools to take the Youth’s Temperance
Banner, published by the National Temperance Society
New York. ... On the mode of reading the Bible in our
schools, he favored the responsive style, and believed also in

a Bible for every church pew, and minister and people either

reading aloud in concert or in response, or at least silently
following. ... In answer to the inquiry as to what should be

done with tardy teachers, Mr. Taylor replied, Lock your

habitually unpunctual teacher out; do it in the spirit of kind
ness

ce

at

yet with firmness, feeling that the best interests of the

The opening exercises of a school should
be disturbed by late teachers coming to their seats. It

a severe remedy to apjfiy, but a very etfoctual one. Once

school demand it.
never

IS

1
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get punctual teachers, and you will be pretty sure to have
punctual scholars,

folbws^^^^^ Secretary now presented his annual report as

the state SECRETARY’S REPORT.

By Samuel W. Clakk.

GratRude to our heavenly Father should inspire our hearts as

we gather again for a grand review of our Sunday-school army
and assemble in councd to plan for another campaign. Neare'r

befLe Christian Chureh than ever
larvTn to-day stands forth as a great auxil-
fh7f bn evangelizing the nation. The ten years
that have elapsed since this Association was organized have

witnessed a rapid growth of interest in the cause, Ld a marked
^provement in the manner of carrying on this blesse“work
IsoHateT.S®! ^«ended the
of ° 5 b and that the Sabbath-schools
ot our State have been largely benefited by these yearly
merfuut 5 7 friends. Let us look ot him
its our present Convention, that
aims good may be seen in all our schools, in higher
aims, clearer views, better methods, and, above all, in a laro-e

increase of the number of the “little ones” who have given
their hearts to the blessed Saviour. “

ib^Sf of this Association has been to thoroughly organize
the State in combined, associated effort, to brinl together in
county associations the friends of Sabbath-schools, and thus

through these county links, unite all the Sabbath-schools of

the State in one fraternal bond. The efforts of the Executive

^'’’ooted towards the accomplishment of
this object during the past year, and at their suggestion, your

Secretary has visited most of the counties of the State, and

endeavored to awaken the interest of the Sunday-school army

m this direction. As the result of this effort, aided by the ^
wrbip®^®^’^'®”^ County Secretaries, county associations
BurL5ton^5“®i- Bergen, Middlesex, and
Srer5^to5tb 5'®®’ state
(Mercer) v ithout a county association. Nineteen county con-

Hrwto ^/®° ^® “ost of them
laigely attended, and accomplishing much good

Sabbath-school instruction,
which necessarily grew out of increased interest in the work,
has largely absorbed the attention of these conventions, and

un-
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in some of them, county Institutes, held for this specific pur-
50se, have been eminently successful. There would seem to

)e a necessity for some systematic course of instruction that

should be accessible to all the teacher? of our Sabbath-schools
which our annual gatherings cannot atford, and this the county
Institute will, to a great degree, supply. May we not hope
that, through the proper discussion of this subject at this Con

vention, such measures may be devised as shall secure in the

coming year a county Teachers’ Institute in every county of
the State ?

We give a summary of the county Eeports for the current
year. They approach nearer to a full and perfect tabular view

of our strength than ever before, embracing nearly every
school of any size in the State. In some of the counties they
are complete, and in all nearly so, the exceptions being those
schools in remote sections of the counties, which the County
Secretaries, with all their zeal and labor, have not been able
to reach.

The grand result for the year is as follows :
Number of schools in the State

Reporting,
Officers and teachers,
Average attendance,
Scholars

Average attendance,
Teachers church members
Scholars

Conversions,
Deaths,
Scholars in Infant-class,

over eighteen years of age.
Volumes in library.

Amount contributed to'the State Association

expended in sustaining the schools,
contributed to benevolent objects,

Number of schools holding teachers’ prayer-meetings,
“ “ having missionary organizations,

discontinued in winter.

We believe we may justly claim attention to these statistics
as presenting an accurate view of the Sabbath-school work in

this State. They have been gathered at great expense of

time, labor, and patience, by men who believe that statistics,
to be valuable, should be thorough and complete. We may,

therefore, safely draw some deductions from them, which
will more nearly approximate the truth than such figures will
sometimes allow.

We notice that 20 per cent, of the teachers enrolled
absent, on an average, on each Sabbath of the year, and see in

this a partial solution of the cause of many of the difficulties in

the way of efficient and successful teaching. No other busi-

I
I .
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1,483
1,297

20,917
16,588

129,633
91,920
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ness, no other undertaking could be expected to prosper with
such an absenteeism.

We observe with p'ain that there is no improvement in the

defect so often noticed in former reports, that 25 per cent, of
the enrolled teachers of the State are not members of Chris

tian churches. While we cannot and would not exclude such

from laboring with us, can we, ought we, as disciples of the

jreat Master, to lay off from our ^loulders the blessed burden

le has placed there, and let the stranger without the gates be
our children’s guide to glory and to Cod ?
Of the children of our Sunday-schools 10,000, or nearly —

per cent., are returned to us as gathered into the visible church

of God, and nearly 4000, or .03 per cent., have found a friend

and Saviour in our blessed Lord during the past year,
hearts are full of thanksgiving, and we turn to our field again
with renewed hope, a-s we contemplate this blessed answer to

our prayers, tears, and labors. But while we rejoice,
humbled, for what are these truly among so many ? With
20,000 laborers, working as we might and ought, in the name

of Christ, we cannot be satisfied until we are able to write on

our class-books, “All my class for Jesus.”
Over fifty thousand dollars has been contributed in our

Sunday-schools in Christian charity and benevolence. This

is a large and glorious increase, and gives hope and encour

agement to our labors, as furnishing a token that the first

maxim of our faith, “ do unto others,” is finding a lodgement
in the youthful heart.
As has been observed already on the floor of this Conven

tion, we think we see a key to the comparatively small num

ber of conversions in the item of our report, that not one-fifth

of our Sabbath-schools have any organized, systematic union

of their teachers in prayer. Brethren, Christian fi-iends, our

strength lies in our nearness to God—our success will be just
in proportion as our labors are baptized with prayer. Perfec

tion of system, the highest art of impartation, and the greatest
zeal in the Sunday-school work, are all powerless for good,
unless we have the abundant blessing of the Hearer of prayer.

There are other and important lessons, both of warning and

encouragement, which we trust a careful study of these sta

tistics during the year will bring to our hearts, and that

through them we may come together in our next annual Con

vention, bringing with us good tidings of God’s work among
our little ones. Samuel W. Clark,

Our

we are

Cor. Secretary.

The report was unanimously adopted, and the Convention
dismissed with the benediction by Rev. J. M. Freeman.
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SIXTH SESSION.

Thursday Morrinq.

A SOLEMN prayer-meeting, led by J. H. Bently, of ISTewark
ushered in the third and last day of the Convention,
special burden was “ Our Unconverted Teachers.” T.__

George E. Siokels, of ISTevvark, was deputed to carry
quest for prayer in behalf of these teachers and of the Sab

bath-schools of New Jersey, to the Pulton Street Prayer
meeting, New York.

At 9 o’clock President Mackie took the chair, and called
upon Dr. Eodgers, of Bound Brook, to lead in prayer, after

which, at the suggestion of the Hon. C. C. Lathrop, and by
general concurrence, an interesting and solemn conversation
ensued on the topic—

The

The Eev.

a re-

OUR UNCONVERTED TEACHERS.

The usual views were held on this subject, but the earnest

ness of the appeals and arguments, the fervency of the prayers
the preliminary devotional service, and the nature of the

facts presented, all aided in creating a deeply solemn impres
sion ; and it was felt that the discussion will lead to special
effort and prayer in many schools in behalf of this class. The

following persons took part in the conversation; Hon. C. C.

Lathrop, Eev. B. C. Lippincott, Eev. George E. Sickels,
Eev. E. Hammill Davis, Rev. C. S. Conkling
Hall, M.D., and Eev. George C. Lucas.

in

Elias B.
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The Eev. Mr. Freeman, of Newark, was next introduced
and addressed the Convention on the topic of

ILLUSTRATIVE TEACHING.

By Key. J. M. Freeman.

The subject is one that demands more attention than it has
yet received by Sunday-school instructors. A teacher’s work

IS not done when he has simply uttered the truth. The Greek

Testament is pure Gospel truth, but reading it to the child

will do him no good. It must be made perfectly clear and

plain to him. And do this by the aid of language as simply
as the best of us may, there will yet be need of something
niore. An illiterate community makes use of but 400 to 500

of the 100,000 words in the English language, while not

3000 to 4000 words are in common use in any community;
oaa “ot be expected to have at Command more

than 300 to 400 words with which to express his ideas. Lv-

cause of the paucity of his vocabulary, therefore, ideas must

be conveyed to him by other means than words,—we must use

appropriate illustrations. Then, too, notice how the dramatic

element abounds in child expression. To them a simple motion

18 often full of meaning. A boy’s wooden horse stands with

him for father s prancing steed, and a doll for a live baby,
with a little girl. Only lately in the cars the speaker had

seen a child take its mother’s veil, and with all the gravity of

an o d grandmother approach its doll and cover it up to keep
oft the dust! Actions, motions, with them are real. Teach

ers of the little ones should use this element in impartine in
struction. ^ °

The two great modes of illustration are by means of the

ear and the eye. Thi’ough the ear we may convey truth by

paphic stories from the Bible chiefly; this is the narrative

form; or by figures, similes, and comparisons, the figurative
lorm ; or historical facts, events of Bible history, and manners

and customs of Bible nations. All these forms of verbal illus

tration should be so employed that the child shall get clear and
correct ideas of the facts and events taught.
_ But chiefly through the eye, by visible illustration may

instruction be imparted. Every child’s mind is a picture fac-
tory. If he cannot form a mental picture of what is verbally
taught him, he cannot grasp it clearly. Visible pictures aid

the mind wonderfully in gaining accurate perceptions. Maps
therefore, of localities described, or referred to, vividly illus-
G-ate historical facts; objects, too, greatly aid in illustration.

Object teaching and object illustration are different things. In

over
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the former, the lesson is obtained directly from the object it
self; in the other, the lesson is drawn first and the object
hibited in order to illustrate it. The blackboard is of great
service in illustration. Diagrams of places, outlines of objects
and persons, can be sketched on it to great advantage. Teach

ers in the class may use a small slate and pencil with profit.
With regard to the choice of illustrations and their applica

tion in teaching, great care should be taken, first that they
should come within the range of juvenile thought and knowl

edge. A poor illustration obscures instead of reveals truth.

Suppose you wish to teach the duty of obedience. Ask the

child, “John, have you got a dog?
name?” “Fido.

ing of his dog. Each one tells the name of his, what kind he

is, what he can do, &c. “Well, John, if you throw a stick

into the water, Fido will bounce in after it and bring it back

to you won’t he ?” “ Yes, sir.” “ And if father takes him to

market, and puts the basket of meat in his mouth to carry

home, he will not set it down and begin to eat the meat, will
he ?” “ Oh, no sir!” “ Suppose somebody should try to take

the basket from him, could they do it ?” “ I should like to

see any one try it!” one boy says. “ Well, then, your dog is
faithful, and he will do whatever you tell him, will he not

“ Yes, sir,” several will reply. Now for the application. “Well,
boys, are you always faithful to your parents? Do you always
do what they tell you ?” Silence answers. Now is the teach

er’s moment. “VYell, John, don’t you think that you, and

that we all, ought to be as good as a dog T’ The illustration
has fixed the lesson. The object is gained.

Again, the language used should always he simple and in

telligible. Adaptation, also, of the illustration, should be

kept in mind. Illustrate only the point you are considering.
Keep side issues out of sight. Then, too, no trifling or ridicu

lous illustrations, used simply to create a smile, should be

allowed. The teacher’s heart and face should be joyful and

cheerful and smiling, but he need not act the clown to help
along his Sunday’s lesson. Further, illustrations should be

brief, and not stretched so long as to cause the child to forget
the thing to be illustrated. Lastly, the teacher should care

fully prepare his illustrations beforehand, and fit them to the

subject in hand. He should be on the look-out for illustra
tions in his daily walks, and jot them down in his memoran

dum-book, which will soon become a precious store-house for

use in his labors in imparting truth to his scholars.

ex-

Yes, sir.
And every boy in the class is at onde think-

What’s his
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ORDER OF EXERCISES IN THE SCHOOL.
After a hymn, opportunity was given to three or four super

intendents to show their methods of conducting their schools.

Ten minutes was allotted to each speaker.
J. A. Anderson, of Lambertville, first spoke. Their church

bell rings at ten minutes before two, by the sexton’s watch.

At two 0 clock precisely, the school is opened by the tap of

the superintendent’s bell. The opening hymn is mng. /one
are locd.ed out if they come late, but are Lated by the lor!
that they may not disturb the opening exercises. The Bible

If/ 'f commented on. The need of
much stuoy IS felt here, in order to condense the thought and

aim of the_ lesson into the smallest compass. Say the lesson

bapphira. We would bring out the point

board, as the central thought. Then comes the openinu-
l/s/ ’ directly and chiefiy on the
lesson. The lesson is then taught till quarter past three. At

ll/rsffrFfff’ ^ to We-
/ven ^ quarter past, to stop. Notices are then
ti/ft’e?!. tymn is sung, the library books are dis-

w ^^0 ®ohool is dismissed by the tap
^ reading of the lesson. We

^ ^P®®'*^^ lesson of Bible

PI? the parables, the superintendent preparing a synop
sis, with questions for each lesson, covering say five or six

essons. The lesson on the prodigal son was illustrated on

^ "’?® ® ® tPe prodigal’s debase
ment, departure, distress, his repentance, return, and restora-

tion these remaining on the board during all the time of
teaching the six lessons.

imHtv nf 1 Of Hunterdon County, spoke of the punct-
fo? "f teachers, their average during the summer being
foul teen out of fifteen teachers. Their school opens promptlf

^^® teachers are expected to be^ in their
places fifteen minutes before the opening. The reading is

done in concert. In prayer the position it sitting with atmf
folded and eyes open (a manner which excited surprise at its

strangeness, but the speaker remarked that solemnity and

order were always secured in this exercise). After prayer

i ‘^'^t^buted, a boxful to each^ ckss
which IS kept in that class until the books are read, when it
exchanged for another box. The teachers then have half

an hour with their classes. They stand while teaching. At

IS

8
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its close, the bell is tapped, they sit down, and the school is

examined by the superintendent. In closing, the scholars and

teachers rise at the tap of the bell, “ front face,” file in line by

classes, and march around the room to the front of the super-
The school is then closed with a shortintendent’s desk,

prayer, standing.
John H. Bentley, of Newark, next detailed his plan. They

open at 2i o’clock, precisely, and command perfect silence be

fore proceeding. The roll of teachers is then called; library

books are collected; alternate reading of Scriptures; singing,

prayer, and the teachers proceed to the lesson. The opening

exercises generally occupy fifteen minutes; three-quarters
of

an hour is then given to the teachers, the warning bell being

tapped five minutes before their time is up. After the lesson,

twenty minutes is spent, sometimes in singing, or in hearing

a short address. Notices are then given, library^
tributed, and the school closed by classes, as their numbers

are called out.

N. B. Lane, of Bergen, said that his school opened at 9

o’clock, and the singing, reading alternately, and prayer occu

pied ten minutes; forty minutes is then given to the stud^y ot
the lesson, five minutes to the recitation of texts of Scripture,

and ten minutes to notices, singing and praj^er—the closing

exercises. The school is then dismissed by classes.

books dis-

D. M. Stiger, of Jersey City, now made a few stirring
re

marks upon the general work, and urged the importance
oi

each county secretary knowing his field thoroughly, and ot

circulating reports of local and other conventions
and insti

tutes, and especially of the State Convention, among
the ditter-

ent schools. The need of money to carry on the good work

forcibly stated, and the brethren exhorted to devise
lib

eral things for the cause. _ v. j u
The report of the Nominating Committee was presented

and

accepted,—see list of officers at the beginning^
The question-box was again opened, the Convention and

Mr. Sutton answering. In answer to a question on teachers
helps the following were recommended: “Mimpriss s Gospel
Treasury ” “The Path of Jesus”—a small map and tabular
view of the life of Christ, a Bible atlas, and for a course o

lessons, “The Sunday-School Teacher,” a monthly periodical
published in Chicago. One lesson for the entire sch^ool was

decidedly recommended. As to who should make the open-
ing prayer, some thought the superintendent always, others,

the teachers in their turn. A good plan in preparing the

lesson was stated to be that of the P’s and D’s finding the

was
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Parallel-passages, Persons, and Places, then the Dates, Doings
Doctrines, and Duties. ’ ® '

The session was now closed, a short prayer-meeting led by
Hon. Alex. Wentz, of Gloucester, following. ^

SEVENTH SESSION.
Thursday Afternoon.

The last session was now reached. It was brief but full of
interest. President Mackie was in the chair. At his sugges-

tion the newly elected President, Hon. C. C. LATHROpfwas
added to the Maryland delegation.
“The Question Box” was for the last time emptied of its

contents. The Eev. Mr. Sickels answered in the affirmative
a question as to the need of teaching the doctrine of temper
ance and total abstinence in the Sabbath-school. Mr. Sutton

gave somewhat in detail the method of preparing a Bible
lesson on the P’s and D’s plan before mentioned.

The Eev. Frank B. Eose, pastor of the church, then de

livered an impressive address, full of earnest thought and ex

pression, designed mainly to teach the need of present, positive
absolute faith in God’s word and promises concerning the ehil-

dren who are intrusted by God to the Sunday-school teachers

ot JSI ew J ersey to train in the knowledge of him, and to lead to

Jesus. A remarkable narrative of army experience gave pecu

liar point to the address, and deeply impressed the exhorta
tion Have faith in God.

The Eev. E K. Eodgers, D.D., of Bound Brook, followed
in a teeling address, in which he expressed his delight at the

instructive and imiiressive character of all the exercises and

summed up the good thoughts and inspirations he had enjoyed
during all the sessions. He closed with a solemn and stirrin

appeal for future entire engagedness in the good work anu

earnestly invoked the richest benediction upon all the work
ers in it.

RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS.

VoteA of thanks were formally and enthusiastically passed
to the President, to the State Secretary, to the pastors and offi

cers of the churches that opened their doors for the Convention
to the local committee, and to Messrs. Van Arsdale and Pell’
lor conducting the music of the ' ’sessions.
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Mr. Latheop, the President elect, made a brief speech, ex

pressive of his sense of the responsibiUty that lay upon him

and upon all the other workers in this time-honored State

in entering afresh upon the labors of another year.

THE CLOSING SPEECH

Was then briefly made by President Mackie. He exhorted
the brethren to faithfulness, and cited the touching example

of the French soldier Latour D’Auvergne, who died upon
the

field of honor, but whose name was never afterwards
omitted

at roll-call, a comrade always f swr cMmps
d^honneur The President ended his beautiful and fitting
closing speech by the following original lines ;

Then think not that there’s glory won
But on the field of bloody strife,

Where flashing blade, and crashing gun
Cut loose the silver cords of life ;

Carve deep their names on brass and stone
Who for their homes and country bled—

Who lie, uncoffined and unknown.
Upon the field of honor^ dead.”

But carve there too the names of those
Who fought the fight of Faith and Truth,

Bending beneath life’s wintry snows.
Or battling in the pride of youth ;

The brave, the pure, the true, the good,
Palling at duty’s post, still shed

A radiant light o’er field and flood,
Tho’ “on the field of honor ^ dead.”

And those who sink on desert sand.
Or calmly rest ’neath ocean’s wave.

Dropping the cross from weary hand—
Telling no more its power to save,—

Whoe’er have kindled one bright ray
In hearts whence joy and peace had fled,

Have not lived vainly—such as they
Are “ on the field of honor, dead.”

■it' ]

Thus may we live—thus may we die,
In earnest, valiant, faithful fight;

True to man’s loftiest destiny—
True to our God, oubsblves, and Eight.

Then when we sleep, as sleep we must
Within the cells of earth’s dark prison,

Be this memorial o’er our dust,—
“ Behold, he is not here—hut kiskx.

and the Convention adjourned sinef :
The doxology was sun^,

die upon the benediction by Eev. Frank B. Eose.
O*

li



County and Township Secretaries,

1867-8.
il;

ATLANTIC COUNTY.

Rev. S. W. Pratt, Hammonton^ County Secretary.
Secretaries,

. R. B. Leeds, . . .
. Rev. Eugene Greideb,
. D. H. Pitman, . . .
. T. W. Clement, . . .
. P. H. Brown, ....
. C. E. P. Mayhew, . .
. Dr. H. W. Smith, . .
. John Godfrey, . . .

Townships.

Atlantic City, .
Egg Harbor City,
Egg Harbor,. .
Galloway,. . .
Hammonton,
Hamilton, . .
Mullica, . . .
Weymouth, . .

P. O. Address,

. . Atlantic City.
, . Egg Harbor City.
. , Somerses Point.

. . heeds's Point.

. . Hammonton.

. . May's handing.
. . Ellwood.

. . Tuckakoe.

BERGEN COUNTY.

Prof. William Williams, Hackensack, County Secretary.
New Barbadoes, .... Andrew Devoe, .
Lodi, . .

Washington,
Hackensack,
Union, . .
Harrington,
Franklin, .

. Hackensack.

. Lodi.

. Pleasa’ntville.

. Hackensack.
. Carlstadt.

Andrew Morrison, .
Samuel D. Yates, .
Jasper Westervblt,
Rev. George L. Smith

Paul Powles, . .
Isaac Wortendyke,

. Tipper Closter.

. Franklin.

BURLINGTON COUNTY.

Kev. William H. Little, Fruitland, County Secretary.
. Charles J. Milnor,
. Jacob Wilsos, . .
. Rev. J. Fort, . . .
. Rev. E. Waters,
. Dr. T. Price, . . .
. David Styer, . . .
. Dr. j. Webb, . . .
. Rev. j. Thorn, . .
. Dr. Griggs, . . .
. N. P. Todd, . . .
. Charles Fort, . .
. Uriah Bennett, . .
. Mr. Matthias, . .
. A. H. Burr, . . .
. C. Henry Kain, . .
. Nathan Bowne, . .
. Samuel Stackhouse,

Burlington, .
Beverly, . .
Cinnaminson,
Chesterfield, .
Egg Harbor, .
Mansfield, . .
New Hanover,
Southampton,
Pemberton, .
Woodland,
West Hampton,
Bordentown, .
Bass River, .
Chester, . .
Evesham, . .
Lumberton, .
Medford, . .

. Burlington.
• Beverly.
. Cinnaminson.

. Groveville.

Tuekerton.
. Columbus.

. Bointsville.

. Vineentown.

. Pemberton.

. Shamong.
. Mount Holly.
. Bordentovm.

. Bass River.

. Moorestown.

. Marlton.

. Lumberton.

. Medford.
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Townships,

Northampton,
Shamong, . .
Willenboro,
Washington, .
Springfield, .

Secretaries,

Mr. Arhs,
Rev. W. H. Little,. .
J. L. Kemble, . . .
William Looy, , . .
John F. Gtauntt, . . .

J*. O. Address,

Mcnmt Holly,
Fruitland.
Delanco.

Lower Bank.
Jobstown.

CAMDEN COUNTY.

Elisha Swinneit, Camden, County Secretary.
• . . . John S. Chambers, ....
• • . . Jos. Garten,
• . ■ . S. C. Newton

. . . . J. Earl Atkinson, ....

. . . . J. P. POWLBR, ... . .
. . . . Georhe W. Hayes, . . .
• ■ . . . Henry Van Forsen, . . .
• . . . D. S. Stetson,
. . . . Robert Henderson, . . .
. . . . E. Elmer Clement, ....

North Ward, .
Middle Ward,
South Ward,
Newton,
Haddon,
Centre, .
Hnion, . .
Stockton, .
Gloucester, .
Delaware, .
Waterford, .
Winslow, .
Monroe, . .
Washington,

Camden.

((

Haddonfield.
((

Gloucester.

Philadelphia.
Blackwoodtown.

Haddonfield

"Williamstown.
Blackwoodtow n.
Winslow.

. Thomas Young, . .
. Randall E. Morgan,
. C. Mayhew, . . .

CUMBERLAND COUNTY.

Joseph C. Bowen, Shiloh, County Secretary.
James J. Reeve, Esq.
John Westcott, . .
Aaron Padgett, . .
B. E. Wood, . . .
George Canby, . .

Bridgeton, .
Cohansey, .
Deerfield, .
Down, . ,
Fairfield,
Greenwich,.
Hopewell, .
Landis, . . . .

Maurice River,
Millville, . . . .
Pittsgrove, . . . .
Stoe Creek, ....

. Bridgeton.

. Deerfield.

. Dividing Creek.

. Cedarville.

. . A. W. Whitford,.

. . J. E, Tyler, . ,

. . William Champion,

. . John A. Wright, .

. . Jacob Wick, . .

. . John B. Hoffman,

. Shiloh.

. Vineland.

. Dorchester.

. Millville.

. Palatine.

. Shiloh.

CAPE MAY COUNTY.

Dr. j. F. Beaming, Cape May C. H., County Secretary.
George W. Smith, .
William Fiddler, .
Alexander Springer,
Abraham Reeves, .
Joseph C. Sheppard,

Cape Island,
Dennis, . .
Middle, . .
Lower, . .
Upper, . .

. Cape Island.
. Denrtisville.

. Dyer's Creek.

. Cold Spring.
. Tuckahoe.

ESSEX COUNTY.

William H. Woodruff, Hewark, County Secretary.

Isaiah Peckham,
Joseph D. Doty, .
Henry Wilde,
Lodis Heller,
Richard Terhhne,
Arthur R. Noll,
U. D. Ward, . .

Newark,
Newark.\

(<

((

Orange, .
Caldwell,
Bloomfield,

Orange.
Caldwell.

Bloomfield.

1
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P. O. Address,

BeMemlle.

South Orange.
Livingston.
Millburn.

Newark.

Secretaries.

. . Samuel H. Terry,

. . E. L. B. Mayhew,

. . E. M. CONDIT, . .
. . Am. French, . .
. . Henry Meeker, .

Townships

Belleville, .
South Orange,
Livingston, .
Millburn, .
Clinton, . .

GLOUCESTER COUNTY.

Jacob Iszard, Glasshoro, County Secretary.
. . . . John Z, Nuter,

, . . . . William H. Turner, . . .
, . . . . B. F. Harding,

. . . . Joseph Wolf,

. . . . Edwin S. Lacy,

Franklinville.

Mantua.

Clayton.
Clarksboro.

Swedeshoro.

Franklin, .
Mantua, . ,
Clayton,. .
Greenwich,.
Woolwich, .

HUDSON COUNTY.

D. M. Stiger, Jersey City, County Secretary.
. . . . H. C. Selvage, . .
. . . . Adam Rapp, . . •
. . . . Charles B. Stiger, .
. . . . James T. Kitchell,
.... James H. Long, . .
. . . . Thomas C. Dunn, . .
. . . . B. Keogh, ....
. . . . David W. Harkness,
. . . . Theodore Van Cleep,

. Berge7i Boint.

. Greenville.

. Bergen.

. Hudson City.
. Hoboken.

. Weehawken.

. West Hoboken.

. Jersey City.

Bayonne, .
Greenville, .
Bergen, . .
Hudson City,
Hoboken,
Weehawken,
West Hoboken

Jersey City,

.HUNTERDON COUNTY.

Eet. C. S. Conklins, Mount Pleasant, County Secretary.

. H. E. Wahpoed, . . .
. Dr. George Rowland, .
. Richard H. Wilson, .
. SilvesterH. Smith, .
. J. R. Fisher

. M. S. Stiger

. George W. Runk, . .

. Henry S. Trimmer, . .

. George B. Dalrymplb,

. Elea.zer Smith, . . .
. John A. Anderson, . .
. John T. Bird

. Henry B. Kinney, . .
. J. C. Farley

. William Egbert, . .

Milford.
Riugoes.
Lambertville.

Bethlehem.

Clinton.

AlexaDdria,
East Amwell, .
West Amwell, .
Bethlehem, .
Clinton, . . .
Clinton Borough,
Delaware, .
Franklin, . .
Kingwood, . .
Lebanon, . .
LambertYille, .
Raritan, . .
Readington,
Tewksbury,
Union, . . .

Stockton.

Quakertown.
Boptistown.
Clarksville.

Lambertville.

Flemingtou.
Beadington.
Mou7itainville.

Taltenburgh.

MERCER COUNTY.

John Cox, Pri7iceto7i, County Secretary.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY.

C. B. Stodt, Ne7V Brunswick, County Secretary.

. Daniel McLaury, . .

. Hon. John D. Buckalew, .
. A. W. Mayo

. C. B. Stout,

. Rev. James A. Little,
. George W. Stelle, . . .
. Rev. W. B. Westervelt, .
. J. Gordon Van Dyke, . .
. Rev. George C. Lucas,

. Blew Brunswick.

. Jamesburg.

. New Brunswick.

Bast Brunswick, .
Monroe

New Brunswick, .
North Brunswick,

Perth Amboy, . .
Piseataway, . .
South Amboy, .
South Brunswick,
Woodbridge, . .

Perth Amboy.
New Brunswick.
South Amboy.
Jamesburg.
Woodbridge.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY.

H. H. Seabrook, Keyport^ County Secretary.
Secretaries.

. . . . William Taylor, ....

. . . . William Slatesir, ....
. . . . C. D. Warner,

. . . . Rev. D. B. Jutten, ....
. . . . Joseph H. Van Mater, . .
. . . . L. G-. SCHENCK,
. . . . D. B. Strong,
. . . . Harvey Jenkins, ....
. . . . Rev. J. L. Kehoo, ....
. . . . I). J. Creen

. . . . H. B. Bishop,

. . . . H. Johnson,

. . . . Rev. K. P. Ketchum, . . .
. . . . Rev. S. a. Freeman, . . .

T. O. Address,

Holmdel,

Freehold.

Hulmdel.

Farmingdale.
Fyiglishtown.
Marlborough.
Matawan.

New Monmouth.

Manalapan.
Long Bi
Keyport.
Red Bank.

Allentown.

Squan Village.

Townships.

Atlantic, . •
Freehold, . .
Holmdel, . .
Howell, . . .
Manalapan,
Marlborough, .
Matawan, . .

Middletown, .
Millstone, . .
Ocean, .
Raritan, . . .

Shrewsbury,
Upper Freehold,
Wall, . . .

nch.

MORRIS COUNTY.

Hon. John Hill, Boonton, County Secretary.

. . . . Rev. j. F. Brewster,
. . . . Rev. a. Mandell, .
. . . . Rev. j. M. Johnson,
. . . . William Le Fevre, .
. . . . Rev. R. S. Heagles,
. . . . John R. Runnion,
. . . . Levi Drinkwater, .
. . . . F. Stone, ....
. . . . J. L. Allen, . . .
. . . . Edward D. Halsey,

. . . . Rev. D. M. James, .

. . . . W. M. Marsh, . .

. Chester.

. Madison.

. Hanover.

. Hurdstown.

. Mendham.

. Morristown.

. New Vernon.

. Boontoji.

. Dover.

. Rochaway.
. Budd'sLake.
. Sch. Mountain.

Chester, . .
Chatham,
Hanover,
Jefferson,
Mendam,
Morris, . .
Passaic, . .

Pequannock,
Randolph, .
Rockaway, .
Roxbury, .
Washington,

OCEAN COUNTY.

Warren C. Abbe, Tom's River^ County Secretary.

A. C. Havens, . . .
C. L. Davis, ....
Rev. Isaac Todd, . .
Gen. John S. Schultz,
Hon. George D. Horner,
J. F. Allen, ....
E. A. Hyde, ....

Metedeconk.

Tom's River.

Bricksburg.
Manchester.

New

Manna.

Barnegat.

Brick, . .
Dover, . .
Jackson,
Manchester,
Plumsted, .
Stafford,
Union, . .

gypt.
hanokin.

PASSAIC COUNTY.Il

A. Stoutenborough, Paterson^ County Secretary.

John B. Pudney, . .
Richard Van Houten,
A. Stoutenborough,
Rev. E. Bernart, .
Robert Torbet, . .

. . . . . Benjamin Cooley, .

Passaic.

Paterson.
Aquackanonck,
Manchester,

Paterson City, .
Pompton, . .
Wayne, .
West Milford, .

Pompton.
Paterson.

West Milford.

SALEM COUNTY.

William F. Buet, Salem, County Secretary.
. . Salem.

. . Canton.
Elsinborough, . . .
Lower Alloway’s Creek, . . Samuel Patrick,

. . E. P. Wallen, .
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Secretaries.

Martin Paterson, .... Salem.
George Mulford,
M. D. Dickinson,
J. K. Lippincott, . .
Lewis Hitchener, .
J. K. Locderbeck, .
B. F. Burt, . . .

P. O. Address.Townships.

Lower Penn’s Neck, . .
Mannington, . . . .
Pilesgrove,
Salem City
Upper Alloway’s Creek,
Upper Penn’s Neck, . .
Upper Pittsgrove, . .

. . Woodstown.

. . Salem.

. . Daretown.

. . Pennsgrove.

. . Pittsgrove.

SOMERSET COUNTY.

Bet. James Le Fevre, Raritan, County Secretary.

. . G. C. Apqar, ....

. . Daniel H. Ammerman, .

. . Rev. W. H. Dykbman, .

. . James Davis, ....
. . Peter A. Voorhees, .
. . John H. Wilson, . . .
. . Jos. W. Voorhees, . .
. . W. H. Curtis, . . .

. Peapach.

. West Br. Depot.

. Basking Ridge.

. Raritan.

. Six-mile Run.

. Millstone.

. Rocky Hill.
. Warrenville.

Bedminster, . .
Branchburg, . .
Bernard’s, . . .
Bridgewater, .
Franklin, . . .
Hillsborough, . .
Montgomery, . .
Warren, . . . .

SUSSEX COUNTY.

Rev. a. a. Haines, Hamburg, County Secretary.

Albert Pudee, . .
Abram Clark, . .
John L. Eveeitt,
Samuel L, Hunt,
John L. Brown, . .
B. B. CUERY, . . .
W. M. POLLISON, . .
Abram Peedmore, .
Dr. Thomas Ryerson,
Hiram C. Clark,
Job Corey, ....
Martin C. Hough, .
George W. Rhodes, .
B. D. Fuller, . .
Mordecai Wilson, Jr.,

Andover.

Byram.
Branchville.

Newton.

Frank'n Furnace.

Newton.

Lafayette.
Montague.
Newton.

Hainesville.

Sparta.
Swartzwood.

Amity, N. Y.
Hainesville.

Deekertown.

Andover, . .
Byram, . . .
Frankford, . .
Greene, . .
Hardystown, .
Hampton, . .
Lafayette, . .
Montague, . .
Newton, . . .

Sandyston, .
Sparta, . . .
Stillwater, . .
Vernon, . . .
Walpaok, . .
W antage, . .

UNION COUNTY.

George R. Jaques, Rahway, County Secretary.

WARREN COUNTY.

Nahum Stiger, Hackettstown, County_Seoretary.
. . A. N. Easton, ....
. . Charles E. Vail, . .
. . W. R. Dalrymple, . .
. . W. P. Vail, M.D., . .
. . John Smith

. . John S. Labar, . . .

. . C. B. Vail

. . Rev. D. K. Freeman, .

. . John A. Stinson, . . .

. . Alexander Howell, .

. . David B. Low, . . .

. . William B. Shimee,

. . Rev. j. Manning, . .

. . Hon. Charles Scranton,

. . Oscar Jeffrey, . . .
. . Louis M. Teel, . . .
. . Jesse T. Welter, . .

Belvidere.

Blairstown.

Broadway.
Johnsonhurg.
Stewartsville.

Hackettstown.

Blairstown.

Harmony.
Hope.
Vienna.

Polkville.

Phillipsburg.
Anderson.

Oxford Furnace.
Washington.
Phillipsburg.
Millhroole.

Belvidere, . . .
Blairstown,
Franklin, . . .
Frelinghuysen,
Greenwich, . . .
Hackettstown, . .
Hardwick, . . .
Harmony, . .
Hope, . . . .
Independence, . .
Knowiton, . . .
Lopatcong, . .
Mansfield, . . .
Oxford

Washingtn-i, . .

Phillipsburg, .
Pahaquarry, . .



LIST OF DELEGATES

PRESENT AT THE TENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NEW

JERSEY SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION AT CAMDEN,

NOVEMBER 12th, 13th, AND 14th, 1867.

Atlantic County.—P. H, Brown, Rev. S. W. Pratt.
Sergen County.—William Williams, Frank Lamb.
Burlington County.—Rev. W. D. Siegfried, Hon. Charles C. Lathrop,

M. P. Todd, Miss R. Rowand, Charles A. Newton, B. O. Titus, Rev. W. H. Lit
tle, Rev. Thomas Davis, Sallie Jones.
Camden County.—Jacob Danenhower, J. N. Garton, Rev. P. L. Davies,

P. L. Voorhees, E, R. Giles, J. D. Reinboth, J. S. Chambers, B. F. Jaggers, Rev.
Milton Relyea, James L. Hines, Mrs. D. H. Condit, Mrs. H. B. Hale, Miss S. E.
Burlin, Miss A. T. Browning, Hon. G. W. N. Custisand wife, Mr. and Mrs. J. K. F.
Stites, Mr. H. Pierson, Rev. S. C. Dare, Mrs. A. P. Herbert and two daughters,
Mrs. R. Stratton, Rev. L. C. Baker, C. Uster, Rev. F. R. Brace, Addie Laughlin,
Mrs. S. P. Davies, Eleanor Sailer, Mrs. Mary A. Groves, Helen A. Hurley,
Sarah N. Janvier, Jane T. Petherbridge, A. V. Horn, James D. Lorton, Rev. P.
S. Davies, Mrs. S. L. Davies, Rev. C. M. Deitz, Dr. E. B. Hall, Mrs. C. G. Van
Dusen, Mrs. A. M. Burnham, Miss A. Cann, Mrs. M. Potter, W. B. Reed, E.
Galbraith, Mrs. J. Thompson, A. P. Wilcox, M. Lamberson, Mrs. C. H. Parker,
Rev. T. D. Sleeper, E. A. Corsen, Rev. W. W. Christine, Rev. Charles W.

Shells, D. H. Shoch, W. P. Eastlack, L. Brink, T. Young, Rev. H. Baker, Rev.
Frank B. Rose, A. J. Nichols, Thomas W. Wilkinson, Jacob S. Collins, William
Baraclitf, William Few Smith,Elisha Swinney, Secretary, Rev. Charles H. White-

car, Rev. R. A. Chalker, Joseph Elverson, Giovanni Patroui, George W. Hays,
Abbie Cheesman, Mary L. Hugg, Morris R. Giles, Van Buren GifEn, Miss Annie
Jenkins, Miss Libbie Jenkins, B. N. Braker, Charles Cox, Mayor of Camden
City, F. B. Fletcher, Rev. J. C. Dingmyer, Rev. J. W. Hickman, Hannah H.
Browning, Clara Larew, Mark Ayers, Rachel C. Goldsmith.
Cumberland County.—James Campbell, J. H. Flanigan and wife, S.

Phcenix, Rev. J. E. Tyler, Rev. J. E. Scott, 0. N. Whitford, W. A. Hummel and
wife, J. G. Hummel and wife, J. C, Bowen, Secretary, J. Westcott, Jr., George
Gandy, Rev. A. R. Street, J. A. Wright, J. W. Newlin, Rev. R. Hamill Davis, J.
H. Flanagan and wife, Anna M. Davis, B. E. Wood, Mrs. Lydia B. Sheppard.
Essex County.—Horace Ailing, E. F. Dorrance, William H. Woodruff,

Secretary, Rev. W. W. Halloway, Jr., .T. H. Bentley, George E. Sickels, Aaron
Coe, Miss Lizzie Sayre, Miss Emma Few Smith, Samuel W. Clark, James S.

Mackie, Theodore R. Beardsley, B. F. Wood, Willi
Freeman, E. W. Page.
Gloucester County.—Rev. Mr, Harris, Alexander Wentz, C. P. Vande-

vere, Mrs. Fithian, Mrs. Barton, Miss Anna B. Smallwood, Miss Du Bois, Miss
Clarke, Miss Annie Harding, Miss Lydia Harding, Miss Annie Westcott, Miss

R. Sayre, Rev. J. M.am
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Sallie Moore, Rev. Alexander Proudfit, Rev. N. McConaughy, Mrs. J. E.

McConaughy, B. Harding, Rev. B. C. Lippincott, Rev. N. Edwards, P. A. Ed
wards, Henry Bray

Hudson County.—'N. H. Sutton, Mrs. W. H. Sutton, Walter F. Pell,
Walter F. Pell, P. P. Van Arsdale, J. S. Howell, Rev. Hiram Mattison,

D.D., Henry C. Selvage, J. L. Odell, N. B. Lane and wife, William Wallace,
D. M. Stiger, Secretary.
Hunterdon County.—i. H. Kuhl,Miss Ella Kuhl, Joshua Hilton, Rev.

C. S. Conkling, Secretary, William S. Wyckoff, John A. Anderson, Hon. B.

Pickel, W. V. Case and wife, F. S. Holcombe and daughters, H. E. Warbury,
Miss Johnson, Emma Strykers, Ella Strykers, H. S. Kenney, E. P. Potter, wife,
and sisters, H. W. Case, G. W. Runk, Miss Maggie Voorhees, Miss Lizzie Voor-

hees, R. N. L. Upham, J. F. Hudnet, Amelia Ann Shafer, David W. Stiger,
Dr. G. Roland, Dora Roland, Rev. John Burrows and wife, A. C. Barber and

wife, L. J. Titus, J. Stockton, L. R. Strouse, S. E. Strouse, B. Robbins, Rev. Mr.
Humpstone.

Mercer Coimf?/.—Rev. Henry C. Westwood, D.D., John Cox, Ella Up-
dyke, Mary B. Cone, Professor John S. Hart, LL.D.

Mid<ll€Sei)C Ooii'ilty,—Judge Elihu Cook, President Middlesex County
Association, C. B. Stout, Secretary Middlesex County Association, Rev. L. O.
Grenell, A. L. Runyon, Frederick Terhune, Miss C. Voorhees, Miss E. Voorhees,
Hon. John D. Buckalew, Rev. James A. Little, Rev. J. P. Dailey, Rev. George
C. Lucas, Secretary, Rev. O. H. Hazard.
JHomnoutll County.—William R. Maps, Rev. T. Taylor Heiss, Joseph

W. Vanderveer, H. H. Seabrook, Secretary, Mrs. H. H. Seabrook, Miss Kate
Walling, Rev. I. L. Kehoe, Henry Johnson, Rev. S. A. Freeman and wife.

]\Torris County.—Rev. Sanford H. Smith, Hon. John Hill, Secretary,
Archie Munn, John Brown, John Carson, W. S. Babbit, W. H. Kitchell.

Ocean County.—y^iWiam B. Cary, Rev. J. Petrie, C. Carson, J. F Allen,
Rev. Mr. Wait,

Passaic County.—Mrs. C. A. Perkins, A. Deeths.
Salem County.— Samuel Curtis, Rev. J. R. Murphy, D.D., Presi

dent County Association, Rev. A. J. Hires, Secretary, B. F. Burt, Mr. Kidd, Miss
M. F. Janvier, Benjamin R. Kelly, Rev. J. S.Hiesler and wife, William D. Torton,
James D. Torton, James A. Gordon,- Charles Vanderslice, John B. Daniels,
William B. Robertson, Miss Agnes B. Robertson, George W. Robinson, Hannah
Moore Wood, David Dean, George S. Whitaker, J. K. Louderback.
Somerset County.—P. N. Beekman, Jacob Janeway Garretson, Alfred

T. Voorhees, Peter A. Nevius, John H. Brokaw, John S. Hoagland, Abraham C.
Hoagland, J. V. D. Hoagland, B. S. Brokaw and wife, J. Van Zandt, G. S.
Voorhees, S. Voorhees, J. Opie, Rev. R. K. Rodgers, D.D., Miss Carrie Rodgers,
Hon. R. A. Staats, Jacob Flomerfelt, E. W. Rarick, Miss S. Provost, Miss Jennie
W. Dayton, Peter A. Voorhees, Rev. James Le Fevre, Secretary.
Sussex County.—Rev. A. A. Haines, Secretary, Thomas Ryerson, M.D.
Union County.—George R. Jaques, Secretary, A. Limes Van Blarcom,

C. H. Langdon, Mrs. Mary B. Langdon, A. B. Rynett, Albert Gehring, Alonzo
Pettit, M.D., B. J. Spalding, Miss E. A. Dimick, Miss M. A. Kiersted, C. H.
Horton, D. Henry Miller, J. Pettit, M.D.
Warren County.—G. G. Roney, Nahum Stiger, Secretary, D. J. M.

Pall, Rev. J. T. Crane, D.D.,-Charles Hendrickson, Thomas Hinton, R. Bving-
ton, Jr., M.D.

Philadelphia, Pa,—Rev. G. A. Peltz, Rev. Alfred Taylor, Rev. L H

Eccleston, Rev. D. Davis, A. J. Dumont, F. A. Casney, I. Newton Baker.

1■r,
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148 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia,

Fablishers and Dealers in the Choicest Sunday-School Books and Periodicalsissued

hy thirty of the Principal Houses in the United States.

The attention of Superintendents is especially directed to the following list of

ATTRACTIVE AND VALUABLE BOOKS.

AGNES WILBUE; or, a Daughter’s Influence. By Miss C. M. Trowbbidge.

3 illustrations. 90 cents.

AETHTJE MEETON; or, Sinning and Sorrowing. By Miss Cakolinb E.

Kelly. 4 illustrations. $1.25.
HEAVENWAED—EAETHWAED. (The $300 Prize volume.) By Miss

Harriet B. McKeever. 4 illustrations. $1.25.
HELEN MACGEEGOE; or. Conquest and Sacrifice. By Mrs. C. T. Barlow.

4 illustrations. $1.25.
THE HOME VINETAED: Sketches of Mission Work. By Miss Caroline

E. Kelly. 8 illustrations. 80 cents.

LIFE-SCENES FEOM THE FOUE GOSPELS. By Eev. George Jones,
' M. A., with a Map of Palestine and 25 illustrations. $2.00.
MISTAKES OP EDUCATED MEN. By John S. Hart, LL.D., Senior

Editor of The Sunday-School Times. 50 cents.
HUN DEED GOLD DOLLAES.

trations. 90 cents.

PAEDEE’S NEW WOEK. Every Teacher should have it. (In preparation.)
TILMAN LOEING; or. Minister or Merchant. By Eev. J. K. Nutting. 3

illustrations. 90 cents.

TOM MILLEE; or. After Many Days. By Mrs. M. E. Eockwbll. 4 illus

trations. $1.25.

ONE By Mrs. J. E. McConauqhy. 3 illus-

PERIODICAIS FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. The acknowledged leading orgs
cause in this country, circulating among Superintendents and Teach

denominations. Published weekly at $1.50 a year, in advance.

THE CHILD AT HOME. Illustrated. Annual subscription, per 100 copies, $12.
THE CHILD’S WOELD. Illustrated. Annual subscription, per 100 copies, $12.
THE CHILD’S PAPEE. Illustrated. Annual subscription, per 100 copies, $12.
YOUTH’S TEMPEEANCE BANNEE. Illustrated. Annual subscription,

per 100 copies, $12.
Samples of these papers sent free to any address on application.

an of the

lers of all

MAPS, &c., FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

GREAT MAP OF SYRIA AND PALESTINE. By Prof. H. S. Osborn, and Dr. Lyman

Coleman. Size 6 by 9 feet. The best work of the kind published in any age or
country. (In preparation.)

VIEW OP ANCIENT JERUSALEM; with the Towns, Mountains, and Valleys in its
vicinity. Size 5 by 8 feet. $12.

CHECK SYSTEM LIBRARY REGISTER. In successful operation in more than 900

schools.

PORTABLE OBJECT LESSON SLATE. 8 square feet of surface, $4; 12 square feet, $6.
TEACHERS’ LIBRARY SLATES. Per dozen, $1.20.
SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS. 25 cents.

SUNDAY-SCHOOL CERTIFICATE. Very fine. 25 cents.

For further information send for our Illustrated llescriptive Catalogue.



THE NEW BOOK.

BY THE AUTHOR OP THE “ SCHONBEEG-COTTA FAMILY.

ON BOTH SIDES OF THE SEA:
A STORI or THE COHOHfEAITE AHE THE ESTOEATffl.

A Sequel to the “Draytons and the Datenants.”

1 vol. 12mo., $1.75.

This work is strongly marked by the peculiarities of the author, which have
made her

times. Taken with the “ Draytons and the Davenants,” it gives a picture such
nowhere else can be found, of a most eventful period of England’s civil and
ligious history, and one with which our own early history is intimately associated.

Cotta Family ” one of the most popular and useful books of the

as

re-

WORKS OF THE COTTA FAMILY” SERIES.

12mo., $1.50
. 1.50

. 1.50

CHRONICLES OF THE SCHONBERG-COTTA FAMILY.

THE EARLY DAWN. 12mo.,
DIARY OF KITTY TREVYLYAN, . . . .
ON BOTH SIDES OF THE SEA. 12mo., . . . '
THE DRAYTONS AND THE DAVENANTS, . . !
WINIFRED BERTRAM, AND THE WORLD SHE LIVED IN,

Besides the 12mo. edition of the above, we have five volumes of the same works
in the

1.75

. 1.75

1.75

CABINET EDITION,
16mo., tinted paper, a beautiful set of books, $8.00.

And, in order to place these admirable books within reach of the largest pos
sible number, we have issued a

SUNDAY-SCHOOL EDITION,
Of 6 volumes, 18mo., for $5.00.

The two following extracts are but repetitions of a thousand others in reference
to these books:

“ From no books in our knowledge can we catch the spirit of the times they represent
SO thoroughly, as from the volumes of the ‘ Cotta Family ’ Series. ” ^

■•Young and old alike should read the entire set of Mrs. Charles’s Works, if they would
be refreshed in the purest waters of Christianity. ” ^

Send for the COMPLETE CATALOGUE of our PubUcations.
N.B. From our own publications, and a large assortment selected from the

various publishing societies and individual publishers best fitted for Sunday-
superior facilities for making up new Sunday-School

Libraries or replenishing old ones. We offer to our friends the benefits of a lone
experience in this difficult department of the book business. ^
otW a full assortment of Question Books and
Other requisites for Sunday-School work.

M. W. DODD,
506 Broadway, New York.



The Sunday-School Teacher:
A lATIOUAL MAGAZINE FOE SABBATH-SOHOOL LABOEEES.

Under the auspices of the Chicago S. S. Union.

COURSE OE LESSONS POE VOLUME III, 1868:

A YEAR WITH THE APOSTLES;
A LESSON FOR EVERY SUNDAY IN THE YEAR.

THE BLACKBOARD.
MISCELLANY.
MUSIC.

Contributions from the leading Sunday-School workers of America and Europe.

THE SUPERINTENDENT.
THE TEACHER.

THE CONCERT.

POETRY.

THE LIBRARY.

THE INFANT CLASS.

REV. ED. EGGLESTON, Managing Editor.
EDITORIAL COMMITTEE.

Ret. Z. M. Husipheet, D.D.,
Ret. Charles Edward Cheney,

MUSICAL EDITOR, Prof. H. R. Palmer.

Send for Specimen Number before deciding on your Lessons for next year.

Yearly subscription, $1.50 in advance. Specimen numbers 15 cents.

Rev. E. G. Taylor,
Ret. H. L. Hammond.

ADAMS, BLACKMEE & LYON,
Chicago, HI,

[TO BE RE-PUBLISHED.]

:■ S
THE GREAT MAP

OF

SYRIA AND PALESTINE.
By Prof. H. S. OSBORN and Dr. LYMAN COLEMAN.

Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price $15.

The former edition was pronounced by every competent witness to be the most

beautiful, accurate, and desirable map of the Holy Land that had ever been pub
lished in any age or country.

In its preparation every known authority has been consulted, and it is Intended

that the new edition shall surpass the former one in excellence and leave nothing

undone to render it decidedly the most valuable map of Palestine ever prepared
for Sabbath-schools and Bihle-classes.

Por further information, address the

Publishers of The Sunday-School Times.
(/Sfee outside page of last Cover.)



METHODIST BOOK-ROOM,
NO. 1018 ARCH STREET,

PHILADELPHIA.

OUR STOCK QF

STJITDJ^ir-SCHIOOL BOOKS
IS NOT EXCELLED IN THE CITY.

We have all the Methodist Books, and selections from the publications of the
best houses in this country, which we sell at the lowest rates. We guarantee

every book, and if in any way it should not prove satisfactory will exchange it.

Rewards, Cards, Requisites of every Description.
All the new and desirable stock of this kind will be found at our store, at low

rates.

M TJ S I C. iA

All the new and the best of the old issues.

Orders sent us will be filled with the greatest care and strictest fidelity.

Don’t fail to give us a call. We give the best discounts.

S. W. THOMAS, Agent.

THE PATENT SABBATH-SCHOOl OR NORWICH SONB ROBII. t
Patented July 30; 1867, and Manufactured by H. V. EDMOND.

Designed for HYMNS, PEOGEAMMES, &c., for the SABBATH AND DAY-SCHOOLS.

OBJECT AND USE.

The Norwich Song Eoll is a recent in
vention, designed primarily to increase
the interest and improve the singing in
Sabbath and Day-Schools.

By it the scholars are trained to sing
in a posture most favorable for the voice.
Through it the choicest of Hymns can be
secured at a slight expense, and a new
interest be imparted to the matter of
singing, &o. &o.

EVERY ONE HIS OWN PRINTER.

With the aid of the Stencil Plates

which accompany each Roll, any one
may, with very little trouble, print on
the blank sheets of paper all that may be
required.

Each Roll is taken apart and
packed in a separate box, thus occupy
ing little space, and is of easy transporta
tion anywhere. -It is also easily put up,
and being on castors, can be moved
about in a room without any trouble.

A set of Stencil Plates, 2 cups of Col
ored Paste, Sponge, Brush, with 50 yards
of Paper, and two Hymns printed (at the
choice of the buyer), are included in
every Roll.

For further particulars, testimonials, and orders, apply to

A. 0. VAN LENNEP, General Agent, 54 Cedar St., New York.



THE INDEX SYSTEM
FOR MANAGING

ttnkg-St^ool Jikaries;
WITH THE LATEST IMPROVEMENTS.

SUPPLIES THE DEFICIENCIES OF ALL OTHER METHODS.”

This System is the result of much thought and many years of practical obserralion

and experience in the Sunday-school. Its details have been perfected under the per
sonal observation of the inventor, who has closely watched its practical operation in the
school-room for over three years. Wherever an improvement has been suggested, and
found upon trial to be advantageous, it has been adopted. The System is therefore be
lieved to be as nearly perfect as it is possible to make it—such certainly is the concurrent
testimony of all who have given it a trial. In not a single case that has come to the
knowledge of-the inventor has it failed to give entire satisfaction. Its superiority over all
other plans has been so clearly established, by practical test, that it is deemed unneces

sary to here repeat the argument advanced in its support in former circulars. We merely
submit the following as a brief summary of the advantages of this System over all other
methods :

1. It is the only plan that can claim to be a System—simple, comprehensive, and
complete.

2. It systeraizes the distribution of the books, insuring every scholar the book selected,
giving all an opportunity to choose any book in the library in their turn, and does all this
with strict impartiality.

3. While it saves the expense and labor of keeping a special library record, the mode
of registering the books is so systematic and simple, that it prevents all disputing of
counts between teachers and Librarians.

4. It saves a vast deal of time and labor to the Librarian, enabling him to do in a half
hour, in the most satisfactory manner, what cannot be accomplished under any other plan
in an entire session.

5. While the Librarian is never required to write a date or handle a “ check,” he can

at any time designate the exact day on which any unreturned book was loaned, by simply

knowing the number of that book, and referring to his Index.

6. It not only shows at all times the state of the library, but also the number of scholars
in attendance, and who are the absentees.

7. By this System, the Librarian can hold either teacher or scholar, or both, responsible

for every book loaned—an advantage which is impossible under any other method.
8. It enables the teachers to be with their classes throughout the session, devoting

themselves to instruction and discipline,
9. With this System a library can be worked with a single copy of a written catalogue,

a vast saving of labor to those who cannot afford printed catalogues.
10. It is not necessary to the success of the System that the teachers should understand

its operation ; and yet it is so systematic in all its details that it is almost impossible for

any Librarian, of ordinary intelligence, to blunder in working it.
II. The Index System is the cheapest outfit ever offered to Sunday-schools, because

the most durable and complete, yet more than paying for itself in a single year in books
saved from being lost.

ac-

COMPLETE OUTFITS FOB SUNDAY-SCHOOLS,

Including GEIST’S PATENT ADHESIVE PRINTED NUMBERS FOR LABELLING

LIBRARY BOOKS, a new and invaluable Sunday-school requisite—are furnished at the

rate of Fifty Cents per Class, and satisfaction guaranteed.

For Descriptive Pamphlet and Testimonials from Schools using the System, inclose
postage stamp to the Patentee and Manufacturer,

J. M. W. GEIST, Lancaster, Pa.



1868.1859. TENTH VOLUME.

PROSPECTUS OF

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES;
ONE OF THE BEST AND CHEAPEST

RELIGIOUS FAMILY PAPERS

IN THE UNITED STATES.

Published every xveelt at $1.50 a year, in advance.

This Journal is now the recognized leading organ of the Sabbath-school cause in our

country, circulating throughout all of the States and Territories, and growing in favor

year by year among the thousands of superintendents and teachers who are its constant

readers. Being unsectarian, and connected with no Institution or Society, it advocates

and exemplifies the spirit and principle of Union in the Sabbath-school, and in every

other Christian work; draws its encouragement and information from all denominations,

and endeavors to note the progress and to speak the truth candidly and lovingly of all.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES
is a live, wide-awake, practical paper, one that no superintendent or teacher, who wishes

to he helped to improvement and success in his labor of love, can well afford to be with

out. The publishers are gratified to be able to announce that they have secured, as

regular and occasional contributors, an able corps of writers, including some of the lead

ing Sunday-school spirits of the land.

A VERY INTERESTING SERIAL,
from Miss Caroline E. Kelly, the well-known author of '' Artluir Mertoii'^ ^'Bernice^

the Farmer's Daughter," &c. Ac., will be published in pnrts from week to week begin

ning with the first issue for 1868. It is considered the most matured production of her

able pen, and in many homes, we feel confident, will prove to be worth far more than

the annual subscription price of the paper.

All those who desire to have the first chapter of the new Serial, should subscribe not

later than the 4th of January.

No effort and care will be spared to make the Times increasingly worthy, by calling

to our aid every appliance that is calculated to help the teacher to improvement in his

arduous and blessed work. Let every pastor and superintendent examine this journal,

and if satisfied that it is what it claims to be, aid in extending its circulation.

valuable premiums,
including the Great Map of Ancient Jerusalem, Smith’s Illustrated Bible

Dictionary, Thomson’s Land and Book, Lange’s Commentary, and a number of

other Standard Works, will be given to those who aid in extending our circulation.

Sample copies of the Paper and a Descriptive List of the Premiums will be sent

free to any one on application.

Address, J. C. GARRIGTTES & CO., Publishers,

148 South Fourth Strket, Philadelphia, Pa.


