
AG Platkin and the Division on Civil Rights Announce a
$575K Settlement Resolving Civil Rights Lawsuit Against
Jackson Township

Township Used Zoning and Land Use Powers to Discriminate Against
Orthodox Jewish Residents

For Immediate Release: August 28, 2023
Office of the Attorney General
– Matthew J. Platkin, Attorney General
Division on Civil Rights
– Sundeep Iyer, Director
Division of Law
– Michael T.G. Long, Director
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Consent Order

TRENTON – Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin and the Division on Civil
Rights (DCR) announced today that DCR has reached a settlement
resolving a lawsuit it filed alleging that Jackson Township violated the New
Jersey Law Against Discrimination (LAD) by discriminating against
Orthodox Jewish residents through, among other things, the use of zoning
and land use powers that made it harder for Orthodox Jews to practice
their religion.

The settlement, which is memorialized in a consent order and approved by
the Superior Court, provides broad equitable relief prohibiting the
Township from discriminating against Orthodox Jews.  Among other things,
the consent order requires the Township to adopt new policies and
procedures that protect religious freedom and to repeal prior ordinances
that discriminated against Orthodox Jewish residents.  It also requires
ongoing monitoring of the Township’s compliance with the LAD.

The $575,000 settlement includes $275,000 in penalties, a $150,000
restitution fund for individuals harmed by the Township’s actions, and an
additional $150,000 in suspended penalties that will be assessed if the
Township violates the consent order.

DCR’s complaint against Jackson Township, which was filed in 2021,
alleged that the Township adopted discriminatory zoning and land use
ordinances and enforcement practices that targeted the Township’s
growing Orthodox Jewish population.

“No one in New Jersey should face discrimination for their religious beliefs,”
said Attorney General Platkin. “We are firmly committed to eliminating
discrimination and bias across our state, and we expect local leaders to
comply with our robust antidiscrimination laws. The settlement announced
today is a powerful testament to our commitment to protecting residents’
right to religious freedom.”

“Religious freedom is a bedrock principle of American democracy, and we
are deeply committed to protecting it here in New Jersey,” said Sundeep
Iyer, Director of the Division on Civil Rights. “As hate and bias – including
against the Jewish community – continue to rise, it is critical that we call
out religious discrimination when we see it, and it is especially important
that we hold public officials accountable when they treat people
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differently based on their faith.  Today’s consent order sends a strong
message: We will not tolerate religious discrimination here in New Jersey.”

According to DCR’s complaint, Jackson Township, and its officials and
employees allegedly:

engaged in discriminatory surveillance of the homes of Orthodox Jews,
selectively targeting communal Jewish prayer gatherings;
engaged in discriminatory application of land use laws to inhibit the
erection of sukkahs – temporary open-air structures constructed to
mark Sukkot, a weeklong Jewish holiday
discriminated against Orthodox Jews by enacting zoning ordinances in
2017 that essentially banned the establishment of yeshivas and
dormitories;
discriminated against Orthodox Jews by enacting a zoning ordinance in
2017 that targeted and effectively banned the creation of eruvim, which
are symbolic, boundary-defined areas in which observant Orthodox
Jews are permitted to engage in certain activities otherwise prohibited
on the Sabbath and during the holiday of Yom Kippur.

As part of the consent order announced today, Jackson Township agreed
that all of the Township’s powers, policies, laws, and practices affecting
land use and zoning will comply with the LAD.  Additionally, and pursuant to
the consent order, the Township is permanently enjoined from
discriminating against any residents or prospective residents of the
Township on the basis of protected characteristics under the LAD.

Under the consent order, Jackson Township is also required to notify DCR
of any decision, policy, practice, rulemaking, or vote that may affect
religious land use within the Township or the free exercise of religion within
the Township, including, but not limited to, sukkahs, schools, dormitories,
eruvim, or the ability of Orthodox Jewish people to freely exercise their
religious beliefs and practices.  DCR will have the opportunity to object to
any such decision, policy, practice, rulemaking, or vote.

Jackson Township also agreed to repeal zoning ordinances that were
allegedly enacted to prevent Orthodox Jews from establishing religious
schools and eruvim in the Township, as well as to publish a written
description of the Township’s permitting requirements and procedures for
sukkahs.
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The consent order includes the following additional remedial measures:

Jackson Township will create a $150,000 restitution fund for the purpose
of compensating any person who has been harmed by the conduct
alleged in DCR’s complaint against the Township. Individuals who believe
they have been harmed can contact DCR at
JacksonRestitutionFund@njcivilrights.gov.
DCR will monitor Jackson Township’s compliance with the consent order
for three years. The Township will share with DCR any complaint brought
to the Township that alleges discrimination in zoning or land use law.
Jackson Township will establish a multicultural committee, comprised of
residents, which will work in partnership with the Township to address
issues impacting Orthodox Jewish residents and to combat other
discriminatory behavior within the Township. The committee will
represent and reflect the demographics of the Township and will create
a public education campaign and organize community events to
promote diversity and cultural and religious sensitivity. It will meet
quarterly and provide reports to the Township and DCR.
Jackson Township officials, including the mayor and elected members
and staff of the Jackson Township Council, the Jackson Township Zoning
Board of Adjustment, and the Jackson Township Planning Board, will
undergo training on discrimination in land use and zoning. They will also
attend DCR trainings annually during the three-year term of the consent
order.

***

The matter was handled by Deputy Attorneys General Eve Weissman,
Renee Greenberg, Marc Peralta and Loren Miller, and former Deputy
Attorneys General Noemi Schor, Micauri Vargas, and Joanna Loomis of the
Division of Law’s Affirmative Civil Enforcement Practice Group, under the
supervision of Assistant Attorneys General Mayur Saxena and David Leit,
and Deputy Director Jason W. Rockwell, as well as DCR Legal Specialist
Lubna Qazi-Chowdhry, under the supervision of Associate Director for
Affirmative Enforcement Malcolm Peyton-Cook and Chief Advisor to the
Director Aarin Williams.

***
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Recent Posts
AG Platkin Announces the Retirement of the Executive Director of the Office of Public Integrity

and Accountability, Thomas J. Eicher March 11, 2024

AG’s Office Investigating Fatal Police-Involved Shooting in Hamilton Township, N.J. March 9,

2024

Owner of Essex County School Bus Company Pleads Guilty to Charges Stemming from

Company’s Use of Unqualified Drivers and Unsafe Buses to Transport Children March 8, 2024

AG Platkin Issues Bias Incident Report for 2021 and 2022 and Releases 2023 Preliminary Bias

Data March 7, 2024

Attorney General Platkin Announces the Retirement of Division of Gaming Enforcement

Director David Rebuck February 29, 2024

DCR is the state agency responsible for preventing and eliminating
discrimination and bias-based harassment in employment, housing, and
places of public accommodation (e.g., places open to the public like
schools, businesses, hospitals, etc.).  DCR enforces the LAD, the New Jersey
Family Leave Act, and the Fair Chance in Housing Act.

###
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ABOUT
Meet Attorney General Platkin

Divisions & Offices

History

MEDIA
News

Media Library

Division, Office, and Commission Seals

Year in Review

CONTACT
File a Complaint

AG Event Request Form

Public Records Request

Constituent Services

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S PRIORITIES
Racial Justice

Combating Gun Violence

Police-Community Relations

Protecting New Jersey in Court

ONGOING PROGRAMS
Attorney General’s Advocacy Institute
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ARRIVE Together
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Fighting the Opioid Crisis

Human Trafficking Unit

Immigrants Rights
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Officer Resiliency

Policing Initiative

Public Integrity

Sexual Assault Victims
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RESOURCES
AG Directives
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Licenses & Permits

Outside Counsel

Victim Services
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