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Attorney General Sills, of New Jersey. , " ©
- You have been very patient. I am grateful to you. I understand
ou are.accompanied by Capt. Frank Pasch, supemgisor of the
Bureau of Identification of the New Jersey Sta Police. :
_Mr. Smurs. Yes, Senator, R : -
* Senator Dopp. We welcome you and are anzious to hear your
testimony.’ :

STATEMENT OF ARTHUR J. SILLS, ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPART- ~ -

"' MENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY, STATE HOUSE, TRENTON,

" N.J.; ACCOMPANIED BY CAPT. FRANK J. PASCH, SUPERVISOR,
BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, NEW JERSEY STATE POLICE,
TRENTON, N.J. - o

Mr. Smis. Mr. Chairman, members of the subcommittee, I am
pleased to come before you today, in-my gapacity as attorney general .
of the State of New Jersey, to offer testimony in support o‘f;ﬁ; 1592,
a bill to amend the Federal Firearms Act. . = '+ - I

My support of this legislation is not prompted by a mere whimsical
desjre. to see the responsibility for firearms control thrust upon the
ders of Federal law enforcement authorities. Rather, I view
. 1592 as a measure which must be adopted if the firearms legisla-
# tion which' I would like to see adopted in- New Jersey is to have any
meaningful effect.. And I am sure that the members of the sub-
committee are equally cognizant of the fact that Federal legislation
will constitute no more than a token response to the firearms problem
if State and local authorities dbdicate their responsibility to take
effective action in an area where the jurisdiction of the Federal
Government is recognized to be lirhited. President Johnson made
this quite clear in his March 8 message on law enforcement and the
administration of criminal justice. : ‘ '

. I share a common understanding and sympathy with the advocates
of this bill, Mr. Chairman, for I, too, have been labeled “fair game”
by a vocal and powerful minority group which has declared “open
season” on all who admit to the commonsense urgency-of firearms
control. = - : _ o .

I would like to insert here, Mr. Chairman, not so very long ago
I was invited by a member of the NRA to appear at their national
banquet heie in° Washington, and my response was, “As a -guest
oratarget.”) . . - - S R
. While we may be maligned, I maintain, however, that the greater
danger is that the American people may become the unfortunate
victim of the outlandish campaign against this legislation which
seems to thrive on misinformation and ignorance. | S

I believe that most Americans favor measures designed to remedy
the misuse of firearms. I also believe that had any of us been able .
to channel the émotions of the American people shortly after the
tragedy of November 22, 1963, we might verv well have gun con-
trols today. Yet, here we are some year and a half later, considering
this vital proposition in an atmosphere of reason. and decorum. This
fact notwithstanding, oppenents still prefer to .accuse proponents of
playing on hysteria.

-
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It makes no dlﬂ’er ce to. them that S. 1592 was orlgmally mtro-
duced months: beforé: that day. in Dallas. It makes no difference
to them that officidls like ‘myself in other jurisdictions. had com-

menced work on: this problem at a similarly early date. They have
‘gained-tlie advantage of time, and perhaps it remains for the psy-
chol%glsts to explam Why they t\ave gained the advantage of public
apat /-

: PI fe};l very strongly thfmt if: the assassination of the President of
the United States is not sufficient cause to incite us to reason, then we
deserve to-inherit the legacy of Lee Harvey Oswald.

 Since T have been called upon to offer testimony pnmamlv with .

regard to the situation in New J ersey, I will refrain somewhat from

- any detailed reference.to supporting evidence of a national variety
which has alreadyfbeen presented as testimony before this subcommit-
tee.. Suffice it to mention that in my advocacy of stricter gun controls,

~ Ihave re‘peatedly relied upon statistics provided by the FBI, the Fed-
* eral court’s interpretation of the second amendment to the onstltutlon

;Auu.o:.ve meiioc- -

~which has been tlioroughly documiented in & comprehénsive memo

“random -submitted to the subcommittee, and statistics relevant to
those jurisdictions which have or have not effective firearms control.

The State-of :New Jersey has what is generally known to be a-
“stringent” law with respect to - pistols and- revolvers. ‘The term

. strmgent” can be misleading, ‘however, for most States have little or
no ;firearms. controls.. Under our law permits to purchase or carry
must be: obtained for pistols and revolvers; and rifles and: shotguns '
must be registered veluntarily.

- I mdy state we have in the State of New J ersey some 3, 000 rifles ,
and shotguns which have voluntarily been registered. | So I would
assume that not all2spertsmen, or at least individual. sportsmen, are

“opposed to registration assuch. - '

apt. Frank. Pasch, of our State police bureau of 1dent1ﬁca,t10n, has
estimated there are 2 mllhon firearms owned by New Jersey residents.
Currently about210,000 are registered. This includes the 3,000 T just
mentioned.. And, it is apparent that many people consider the value
of registration to outweigh any slight inconvenience involved, for
about 36,000 firearms have been. reglstered voluntarily. -
‘Of course, with the statisties I gave you of 3,000 for rifles and shot--
guns, that means that 83,000 are handguns, voluntarllv reglstered -

- ..Our. criminal sta,tutes also provide severe penaltles for the illegal

‘use of firearms.. ,.Gun people, very often 1insist this is the answer, but -
they also refuse to recognize these measures where they do exist. By
statute in New Jersey anyone convicted of such crimes as breaking and
entering, robbery, atrocious assault, larceny, and the like, may receive
an additional sentence.of 5, 10, 15, or 20 years or life imprisonment for

, first, second, third, or fourth oﬂ'enses, respectlvely, if he is. armed
durmg the commission of the erime. .

Thus, for armed crimes of - robbery, a.ssa,ult and larceny, for eXx-
ample, the penalty may add up. to 12, 24, 36 or 48 years or life
‘imprisonment for successive offenses. In this hght it is clear that we -

4 dohave leglslat;on vyhuch deals severly w1th the perpetrators of a,rmed
. crimes. o . :

h i" . . . .
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* These measures notwithstanding, we still had 181 homicides in our
State in 1963. Due to the failure of our legislature to pass an adminis-

" tration-supported bill to establish a statewide uniform crime reporting

- systém, we, are presently unable to avail ourselves of more recent-
statistics, and the excellent FBI reports which we must rely upon are
not broken down in such a manner as to allow an analysis of the

.. situation. Thus, we are unable to determine readily, at the State level,

how many murders were éommitted with a firearm or the type of fire-
arm used 1n every case. N : v :

T'could say from the statistics given to me by Captain Pasch, which
I may get to°a little bit later, about 56 percent of 181 homicides we
know to haveinvolved guns. o . _

But there is no doubt that some are committed with rifles and shot-
guns-as well as pistols and revolvers. The FBI has reported that
nationally 80 percent of all homicides involving firearms are com-
mitted with rifle§ and shotguns, , :
~ Captain Pasch'tells me that statistic is generally about true in the
State of New Jersey as well. ., ... .
~ Insofar as armed crimes hre concerned, once again the absence of
a uniform crime reporting system in New Jersey precludes an-accu-
rate analysis. On thé basis of the actual number of. guns submitted
to our State police ballistics laboratory for examination, however, at
least 1.014 armed crimes such as murders, rapes, robberies, atrocious

» assaults and batteries, suicides, and the like have been committed;in
~ the last 10 years. During this period, there were also at least 1,815 -
~arrests for the illegal carrying of concealed - weapons, handguns.
This figure of 1,815 isdikewise based solely on the number of guns
- submitted  to our ballistics: laboratory, Of this total, only 15 guns
-had been purchased legally with a permit to purchase and 6 had
been registered voluntarily, As some of my vemarks to follow will
indicate, we can assume logically that in a large percentage of those
~cases involvingiillegally concealed weapons, the guns were purchased
~ legally outside of New Jersey and brought into the State illegally.
: - It must be stressed, in any event, that many more armed crimes
~have been committed and many more. arrests’ have been made for
carrying concealed weapons where the policy agency in New Jersey
- which was involved did not submit the gun to the-State police fo/r//
examination. o . LT S
‘New Jersey had a homicide rate of 2.8 in 1963, substantially below
‘the national rate of 4.8. “In 1964 we wereé also among the five best
States in the Nation in terms of the traffic fatality rate. Yet there
were still 1,074 lives lost on our highways in 1964, As mu&h-as we -
“desire to cut down on the figure of 1,074 traffic fatalities, so also do
we wish to see a decrease in the number of murders in' New Jersey. -
- The comparatively low rates in New Jersey do not mean that no -
further legislation is necessary either in New Jersey or the Nation.
‘If anything, it indicates that more gun controls, supplemented by -
" Federal legislation, such as this bill, are needed in other States where
the rates are higher.. -~ O o
As soon, as one speaks of gun legislation, however, we hear the
- often repeated cry that “guns don’t kill people, people kill people.”

Or “criminals won’t register their weapons, only the, honest sports-

- man will be affected.”
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If T may say s an aside, Senator I 11stened to the first Member

-of Congress who was here, and I respectfully suggest that if you had .

sent for the last six editions of the National Rifleman’s magazine you
cﬁuld have heard everything he had to say, or you could have read 1b
* there

This also comes from that source’

Of course the criminal won’t register his weapon. Of course.people
kil people. - Like the criminal who kills with an unreglstered firearm,
there are also tnlicensed motorists who kill -with an  automobile.
Should the conclusion then be drawn that drivers’ licenses should not
be required? -

The essence of this logic, of course runs contrary to the desires of
a civilized society to maintain an aura of self- -regulation. ‘Throughout
hlstory people living together, detérmined that certain things should
or shoulq not be done, have developed the mores of their society. - They
decided 1n early civilization that certain kinds of behavior clashed so
‘violently with these mores that punishment should be meted out to
those who offend the way of life which man hgd established. This is

pr 1mar11y the way common law crimes were developed. Later on, as

SOP]afv further nrn(n-mepﬂ statutes were enacted, im.,lu.dulg cormnmon

law crimes as Well 28 others, defining modas of behavmr which were
in opposition to the social mores.
These modes of behavior were made crimes because their perpetra-
~-tion was considered by the dominant element of society to be anti-
social. The same reasoning must apply to the antisocial use of fire-
arms. To say that the failure of some to register theiy weapons should
- be the reason for not having registration is an absurdity. It is like
saylgg that murder should not be a crime because some people oomet :
murder.
I believe it is the sense of the community : today that we should try to -
prevent the needless taking of human life-with lethal weapons by keep-
- Ing these weapons from those people with the potential to kill. If
regiStration is the answer, and I thmk it is, Uhen that is what should be
De.
Of course there are always those who will Puft forth'a novel” pro-
posal for accomplishing a particular objective. Early this year, a
meeting was held in my office between members of my staff, gun dealers
and sportsmen to discuss some of the new proposals for firearms legi
. lation in New Jersey. The gun representatives were asked if they ! d :
_any suggestlons as to how we might cope tvith this problem; namely,
the one of keeping ﬁrearms away from unﬁt persons Wmhout recnster—
1ng them. ..
One gentleman, after arguing that we should not have gun reglstra-
. tion because this helped Hitler in his rise to power, suggested, in all
seriousness, that in lieu of registration, those people with cmmmal
records or narcoticaddicts should be tattooed on the balk of their hand
so they could be easily identified should they attempt to purchase a
firearm. Captain Pasch of the State police, who is here w1th me today,
was present when this remark was made.
As indicated, under the present New Jers ﬁrearms statute, plstols
and revolvers must be registered. -Also in New Jersey anyone who .
" “knowingly sells” a pistol, revolver, rifle or shotglm to a person not of -
sound mind, & drug addlct or a convicted, criminal, is

J llty of a mis-
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demeanor (N.J.S.A.2A : 151-9). This prov151on is of little effect how- :
ever, because the dealer is under no obligation to reguest an 1nvest1ga—
tion and therefore, does not do so. And there is absolutely no way to
detect the purclmse of mail-order firearms unless the purchaser volun-
tarily reports’it to the police; Attorney General Katzenbach, in 1s
testimony before this subcommittee, illustrated this point vnndly in
ference to the easy purchase of a- mail-order .22-caliber revolver by
Diayor Francis Graves of Paterson, N.J. - )

The thrust of the legislation which I would have New J ersey adopt
would be to prevent weapons such as pistols, revolvers, rifles, shot-

ns, and other firearms from getting into the hands: of narcotic
addicts, habitual ‘alcoholics, convicted criminals, persons who are
mentally or physical]ly incapable of handhng ﬁrearms, members of
subversive organizations  on the U.S. Attorney General’s list, and
ﬁersons under 18 years: of _age who have. not passed an a,ccredlbed'

ter safety course..

Upon seeking a permit from the local chlef of police, the applicant
would provide his fingerprints which ‘would. be forwarded to the
superintendent of the State police for a routine background investi-
gation similar to those conducted on prospectlve military personnel
and law enforcement officials.

- Suggestions which I have made have aroused the ire of hunters
and those who engage ‘in target shooting for the most part. Yet,
the legislation I would propose specifica n%ly provides that a. perm,lt'
to. purchase or carry a firearm, where the purpose is hunting or
target shooting, cannot be denied unless the applicant falls into one
- of the categories of an unfit person as mentioned before, that is, if
he is a criminal, a drug addict, an alcoholic, a subversive, or the like.
This provision goes beyond the present law in New Jersey and to my
mind, at legat,\lﬁgicremely favorable to sportsmen. .

The law in Jersey today requires a permit to urchase and a

ermit to carry a pistol or revolver, but neither a nff & Nor. bhotgun

Tnder- the proposed law, if a rifle or shotgun is purchased in New -
Jersey w1th a permit, this will also give permission to carry the
weapon in the State. Othervnse it may become necessary to. dbta,m

anecml permit to carry.

n'a great number of ways the proposed ﬁrearms leglslatwn pla,ces
both sportsmen and local dealers in a preferred position. Either -
they do notrunderstand this or simply wish not to understand it.- T
simply cannot determine why these people, who take great’ pride in
their self-professed law-abiding characters, should want to make it
legal to sell firearms tgzeriminals, addiéts, alcohohcs, subversives, juve- |

niles, and persons mentally or physmally incapable-of handling ﬁre—

arms.

T have even seen the su fmeshnn thfvf after the fact. we should exe-
cute the perpetrator.of an armed crime. Aside from this thirst for .
revenge, there is no concern, evidently, for the preventlon of the crime
itself. Time and time aoralan am told that “criminals will get guns
anyhow.” To a certain extent this is true. - As I have said before, I
see this as no reason to legalize the sale of guns to criminals. -

In any event, this fails to take into account that 82 percent of all
- murders in this country usually gecur within the family unit or among
acquamtzmces the vast ma]omty being crimes of passmn Or CFimes re-
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sulting from impulsive rage. Only 12 percent are comm1tted durmg

the commission of another serious crime.

* o~ How many crimes of passion would be prevented by leglsla. zixjsli

“severe penalties? Doesn’t the passion murderer often run the

of paying the supreme ‘penalty of execution anyway ¢ Ishe deterred

by this possibility? Of cpurse not.

 Commonsense tells us, however, that if a gun is not handy, in all
likelihood, the probablhty of a murder bemg comm1tted is greatly

‘redyced.

The leglslatlon I would have in New J ersey “does, not seek to pro-
hibit the law-abiding citizen, with desire to hunt or target shoot, from
enjoying his sport. It would attempt to set fortd standards and re-
qulre persons handling firearms to meet these gtandards which are

ed to serve only as restrictions upon those:whom logic dictates
' shou%g not be trusted with firearms.

I will cite for you, certain tragedies which may: have been prevented
if we had the law Whlch I beheve, Is S0 necessary to give teeth to S.
1592 at the local level. ;

In April of this year I received a speclal dehvery letter from a New
Jefsey mother, excerpts of which read as follows: :

'My son, age 9, was killed bV a nelzhbor s son who had namntﬂl mrm1_g.g\nn
if you p‘[ease to kill snakes in a heavxly populated nelghborhood Three months
to the day before the assassination of our beloved President. * '* * o

Our only beloved son—please, please know that most people feel as you do
* * * we will give you any support you require.. Our blessings m your purpose.

I wonder if the gun buffs would say, this letter was prompted by
ani emotional response to the heinous crime of Lee Harvey Oswald.

On June 30, 1964, a 22-year-old man purchased a .22 caliber rifte
from a local dealer in Orange, N.J., using a fictitiousname and address.
He hitchhiked to a summer home owned by his parents on Cranbury
Lake, N.J., where he fired a shot from a window ‘of the bungalow,
striking a fisherman about 200 feet away. When a New Jersey 7 State
trooper responded to an emergency call he was shot in the chest as he
approached the bungalow. It was later determined that the perpe-
trator had a prior mental record and been released from the Trenton -
State Hospital in February of the same year. « . -

- On May 21, 1965, an indictment was returned ag‘unst a woman in
one of our county courts alleging that on April 11, 1965, she killed a
migrant worker companion Wlth his own shoto'un The deceased,
who purchased the- shotgun in Florida a year ago for hunting, had a

lengthv criminal 1ecoxd in that State and had%een conv1cted ofsan - |

offense in New Jersey on October 13, 1963. - Under the law I would
have in New Jersey he would have been denled a permit to carry his
weapon in New Jersey.

I would like to comment,. if I may, on the testunony presented to
this- subcommittee by the Honorable Gordon Allott, Senator from
Colorado. He pointed out, and a Member of Conrrress did this morn-
ing too, that had Oswald ot ‘used a mail-order gun to commit his
crime, he could very well have “purchased a rifle of the same quality
across the counter and he would not have violated any law in doing

so.” Further, he pointed out that J ack Ruby lnd a permlt for the
- weapon he used. R :



400 ”  FEDERAL FIREARMS ACT

- While Senator Allott cited these facts in his opposition to S. 1592,
" I can think of no better argiment in favor of S. 1592 and local legis-
lation similar to-that which the President has asked for and which I
would have adopted in New Jersey. | ‘ ‘ '

- 'This, very frankly, is the best example I can think of to highlight
my support for S. 1592. Without S. 1592 O8wald was able to obtain -
his mail-order murder weapon. Even with S. 1592 he could have
" made a legitimate over-the-counter purchase. With S. 1592 and local
legislation, however, his dubious backgréund would have prevented
him from doing either. This being the case, Jack Ruby would have
had-no-cause to use the weapon for which he had a permit.” Both the
life of John F. Kennedy and that of his assassin might have been
spared, and it takes only a simple exercise in logic to come to this .
conclusion. - =~ - T ST e
Although I will not make specific reference to the series of questions
Chairman Dodd enclosed in hisinvitation to me to appear before this
subcommittee, my comments which follow will bear primarily onthese
consideration. | RS R PR TP .
First and foremost, S. 1592 will assist us in our efforts in New Jer-
~ sey, provided we pass an effective law of our own, by enabling law -
enforcement officials to concentrate their attention on the outflow of
firearms from legitimate licensed firearms dealers. Section 2 of the -
bill will accomplish this by prohibiting the shipment of firearms to
other than firearms dealers ;'Ficens'ed by the State. Presently, there
are approximately 1,900 federally licensed dealers in New Jersey, as
compared to 450 State retail licensees. This means that about 1,450
Federal licensees will have to apply for State licenses. A great many .
~of them will not be issued these State licenses, however, because of the
fly-by-night nature of their operations. - : j L
~Although S. 1592 will not put local dealers under an obligation to
refrain from selling to narcotics, aleoholics, criminals, subversives,
and the like, it will make it relatively simple to accomplish this ef-
- fectively through implementation by local legislation. . ;
Not only will this be important with respect to the controlled regis-
tration of rifles, shotguns, pistols, and revolvers as covered in the Iaw
I would have in New J ersey, but it will also cut off the wanton and un-
" regulated importation of “destructive -devices” as defined by section
"1(4) of S. 1592, including bombs, rockets, grenades, bazookas, and -
- the like, by bringing under strict Federal control their shipment in
interstate and foreign commerce. ' - R
-~ There are also numerous examples where this bill, combined with
: ?_uppleme.‘ntary local legislation, may have resulted in the saving of -
ives. S ' 3
On October 13, 1964, in Delanco, N.J., a woman, under the care of

" a psychiatrist, shot and killed her 4-year-old daughter and com-

mitted suicide with a 12-gage shotgun. The weapon was purchased
from an out-of-State department store and was delivered to her
home by United Parcel shortly before the shooting occurred. .

If the Member of Congress who testified just previous to'me were
not so disturbed about going down to sign for his weapon—and he
probably would have received it so very readily when he did—rather
than be-disturbed at that—if he would hear this example, he would
know why local police would prefer to have the ‘owner of that weapon
come down and-sign, so that they could determine who the person was. ~

L
b
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In February 1962 in Secaucus, N.J., several 111gh school youths were-
caught shooting -h 'h powered war surplus rifles in the New Jersey
‘meadows, The bulglets traveled over 2 miles in distance, penetrating
a house trailer and smashing the window of a private residence. For-
tunately, no one was injured by the use of these Italian, Russmn,
British, and German rifles which were purchased as military antiques,.
not guaranteed for firing.
On November 17, 1964, two Trenton, N. J ‘ pohcemen were detailed
to Investigate a complamt of a tavern owner who stated that he had
- just evicted a person from his establishment who was threatening to.
~ explode a hand grenade. When the police arrived at the tavern, the
“evicted person exploded the grenade, killing himself, one of the police-
- men, and a bystander.
~ On December 26, 1962, two young adults and. a Juvenlle were found
: conductmg a prlvate war game on  the Cherry: Rldge Rifle Range in.
Sussex County, N.J. The weapons used were 'a 20-millimeter anti--
tank gun, such as you have in the rear here, six rlﬂes and two .38 cahber—
revolvers. - g
(Photographs of the antltank gun and ammumtlon seized in tlus
- case were marked “Exhibits Nos. 92 and 93 and appear on pp. 402-403.
Extensive damage was done to buildings on the range, as well as the -
~-destruction of a bu%ldozer by a missile fired from the antitank gun.
- Without S. 1592 and local legislation consideration must also be
ﬁlven to the possibility of extremist groups avmhng themselves of
rearms or heavy weapons in New Jersey or any other State. As
Attorney General Lynch so vividly pointed out in his testimony with
‘regard to the situation in California, these “self-styled saviors of our
Nation” pose a very real threat to the security of freemen.
A bill has been 1ntroduced in the California Iegislature which W111
make it illegal for any two or more persons to— o,

assocmte or assemble as a par%mllitary orgamzatxon for the purpose of practicing
W1th weapons.

Perhaps this approach is worth consideration by other 3urlsdlct1ons. .

: WlShlng to clamp restrictions on the activities of these private armies.
which thrive on hate,,mtolerance, fear, and: prejudice.
Presently, there-are no laws in New Jersey, to control the sale of fire-
" arms, to, extremist groups. Any such group could legally arm itself
nlutli \semmutomatlc weapons,. antltank guns, bazook'ls, mortars, and
the like.
Fortunately, there is no 1ndlcat10n that the magnitude of the prob-
-lem posed by these groups is anywhere near as great in New Jersey as.
it is in Cahfornia. I am sure you recall, however, the case which
~occurred on December 11, 1964, when thres Cubans were arrested for-
plotting to assassinate the United Nations representative from Cuba,
Che Guevara, as he addressed the General Assembly in New York City.
' These three: Cubans were found to have a stockpile of illegally pos-
‘sessed machine guns, pistols, revolvers, and hand grenades to be used
. by their organization to overthrow the Government, of
Notwithstanding the relative paucity of armed extremist groups in
- New J ersey, I believe now is the time to take preventative measures.
that 'will protect against the possibility of such occurrences in the-
- future. Without S. 1592, of course, the pursuyance of effective measures.
th the State and local level will remain remote. - '
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. EiHI};IT No. 93 .
Photograph: Sample of ammunition confiscated by State Police from 8 youths
in Sussex County, N.J. '
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I h'we Indicated that S. 1592 is necessary if local authorities are
going to cope effectively with over-the-counter sales of firearms to -
potentially dangerous persons. It is equally important that S. 1592,

ursuant to sectlon 2(b) (3), will ma,ke 1t unlawful fot a dealer to sell
grearms, other than rifles and shotguns, toanyone—

who he knows or has reasonable cause to believe is not a resident of *'* * [the]
State in \vhlch the * * * dealer’s place of business is located.

Although under present New Jersey law a permit to carry a. 1stol
or revolver is requu‘edz there is no -way to detect weapons which are
smuggled into New Jeérsey witltout a permit to purchase or carry. S. *
1592 would go a long way to ameliorate this situation.

QOur experience with the State of Maryland highlights, I believe,
the urgency~gf this measure. Chairman. Dodd gomted ont, if his
opening statement to this subcommittee that our State police, in co-
‘operation with Maryland authorities, hid revealed the purcha,se of ,
handguns by 27 New Jersey residents in that State. -

These 27 people were able to. buy. 65 ha.ndguns from. 3 {etall
‘stores located In Aberdeen, Md. .Eight of these persons used ficti-
tious names or addresses, and five of the eight used the same address.
The purchases of the firearms by four of the five persons all occurred
~ during the dates of Séptember 9, 15 and 21, 1964, and at the same
~ location, the Aberdeen Hobby and Sport Shop :

- The fifth person, one Hector Gomez, later found to have had a
lengthy police record f\u such offenses as u.a.bul‘thu, robbery, assault,
and attempted rape, pu;’chased 12 handgins in the same store on 3
occasions within a permd of 12 days and 3 miore in another store
during the same period.

It is apparent that thé five persons were known to each other a,nd
that the purchases by Go\l mez were made for illegal resale.

I may say; Senator, I have here a teletypt from the Newark: police
indicating an Amelda Cruz was- arrested on a narcotics charge and

| she had m her possession|a .32 caliber gun, & serial number of one

'n of the guns which this Mr. Hector Gomez had originally purchased.

. When State police persmmel from Maryland and New: Jersey

‘#hvestigated the establishments where these guns were sold, they were
told by one proprietor that, if he did not sell fi s to the people
who wanted them, some other dealer wo is business records
indicated that he.had sold 500 handguns durlng the past year, with
29 having been £urchasﬁ by ew Jersey residents. ' -
~ | The sales ledger of the sec nd proprietor in Aberdeen, Md indi- -
cdted that 252 %rearms had been solg by his shop durmg the year, -
18 having been purchased by New Jersey residents.” This proprietor
stated, in his opinion, Hector\Gomez had. bought, an estlmated 200
handguns, overa penod of time in the Aberdeen area. -

Records -of the third establishment showed that approxmately
500 handguns.were sold per year during the course of business, with
18 having been sold to New Jerseyites. These 3 stores in Aber-
deen alone accounted for the sale of approxnna,tely 1,250 handguns
during 1 year’s time.

Our experience in Maryla,nd of course, involved the purchase of

handguns for illegal importation into’ New ;T;7&y We have had -

-similar problems Wlth dealers Jn Cahforma who{ on the othesr hand,

1}
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have been accomplices to the mail-order sale.of guns illegally pur-
' chased and shipped into our State. ' R,
In 1964 a survey was conducted by the State police to determine
- if purchase permits had been obtained by residents in New Jersey who
had received mail-order guns from Seaport Traders, Inc., and Weap-
ons, Inc., both California-based corporations. ‘

It was discovered that of the 126 guns sold and shipped by mail by
. Seaport Traders, Inc., of Los Angeles, Calif., permits were issued
for the legal purchase of 63, no permits were issued for 56.” Of the
28 handguns sold and shipped by Weapons, Inc., permits were issued
for 22, no permits were issued for 5. ' e R -
Of the 154 guns sold and mailed by these two outfits, 61 were s3ld =
and mailed without permits being issued. It was alsoascertained that
26 persons with criminal recbrds were among those whé had purchased
" the 61 weapons from these 2 mail-order houses. o
I trust that the testimony I have offered to the subcgmmittee has
given some indication of the problem we face in' New -.?Lrsey. This
. problem derives not only from the wanton and indiseriminate importa-
 tion and resale of lethal weapons-of all varieties Which we cannot
legally control with the legislation we now have, but also from the
violation of the existing laws which cannot.be prevented without Fed-
eral assistance. In this respect, I believe the subcommittee might con-
sider making it illegal to sell all firearms, including rifles and shot-
-guns, to out of staters, except ag providing in the bill. I am sure any
law-abiding honest sportsman will be able to purchase any rifle or shot- -
gun he desires from a reputable firearms dealer.- _; TR
Once again I must reiterate my inability to comprehend the totally,
unrealistic opposition to firearms legislation put forth by what e a
recognize to be honest and law-abiding firearms users. I believe, fory,
- the most part, the individual gun buff is sinceré, albeit misinformed, i
his opposition. . On-thie other hand, I believe some of the spokesmen

)for the powerful, firearms organizations are not so sincere.

These people would be opposed to any legislation no matter what the '
egislation said. I am convinced, in fact, that were I to prepare abill, . -
proposing the abolition of -all firearms controls, buat, just announce! -
gublicly I was going to introduce “gun legislation,’ 1 would find a
e

w hundred letters on my desk the next morning op,posing it as a vio-
lation of the U.S. Constitution amongst various other sundry reasons..

Is it not insane to continue to allow dangerous weapons to fall into
the hands of criminals, drug addicts, alcoholics, subversives, juveniles,. .
and those mentally or physically unequipped to use them? If some- *
thing is to be done, is it not madness to expect the Federal Government
to do-it alone, or State and local governments to.do it alone? Why
shouldn’t gun buffs join with us in our efforts to wipe out one of the
most important contributing factors to the rising tide of crime and
‘violence ? R o S A : S

The N.R.A. says, in fact, they have no addicts, alcoholics, or crim-
inals among their 600,000 miembers. If this is true, then they have
‘absolutely no fear of legislation which will have them register their
guns or legislation like S. 1592 which will make registration feasible
and effective. © -~ : o R _

- Incidentally, I am aware that the mail the subcommittee has re-
ceived from gun buffsis heavy. = Comparatively, my own mail has also

<
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. been heavy.  After being called te appear here today, I thought it -
might be worthwhile to Kave a check made to see if any of these people
had criminal records. * I believe you will find thé results interesting.
- A check was made on approximately 335 letters received by me.
Evidence disclosed records of arrests f{)rf approximately 25 of thess

letterwriters for such offenses as: Shoplifting, possession of lottery
slips, highway robbery, assault and battery, hijacking deer, passin
bad checks, manslaughter, carrying a concealed weapon, breaking an
entering, larceny, abandonment, Yewdness, child neglect, impairing the
morals of minors, possession of stolen property, and the like.
In addition to these 25 positive identifications, there were 64 other
 names indicating possible-arrest records which we cannot identify
positively. without further investigation because of variations;in the
letterwriter’s identity with that of the arrestee, with respectito dis--.
- crepancies in spelling and addresses. E :
vy way of conclusion, may I ask how many more children will be
murdered by deranged parents using a mail-order or illegally pos-
sessed weapon? How many more policemen will be murdered by
- ex-convicts who are legally able to purchase a firearm with no qﬁejstiOﬁS B
asked? How many more private armies will spring up and’arm them-
selves in preparation for their self-proclaimed “days of liberation”?
How many more people will be killed in their homes; their cars, or
a crowded place by a sniper’s bullet from a high-powered foreign-
made rifle? - . '
. In fact, how many more Presidents must we lose before we come
tooursenses? ot Lo N .
. No one knows the answer to these questions. And, like the light-
. house off a rocky shore, we will never know how many lives will be
saved by S. 1592 or stricter local legislation. My guess ig that many
will be saved. For that matter, if only one son or daughter or mother
or father or President is saved, all our efforts will be worth-it.

As I cannot forget that tragic day in Dallas, so also can I not forget
that sorrowful pl the mother who lost her 9-year-old sony
— _Using 1 words once again, I say to you: ’ ‘

Please, please know that most people feel as you do * * * we will give you
any support you require. ; , A LA :

Thank you, sir. R ] :
Senator Dobp. Well, I thank you, Mr. Attorney General. Thatis a
very interesting statement, and very well documented. Factually,
you certainly have a lot of first-class. information that you put in
. the record in the form of a statement, which I am sure will, help us a
great deal. ‘ o S o
' Do you have some questions, Mr. Perian ?
Mr. Perian. No, Mr. Chairman. . . . ,
Senator Dobp. One question I do want.to ask you. Have you tried—

T assume you have—have you tried to work out any cooperative ar-

" rangement with the police of Maryland and other neighboring States?
Mr. Sizis. Iam informed by Captain Pasch that there is a working
"alliance with the Maryland authorities now. We are now informed
by Maryland whenever an address is given (;)lfa person in New Jersey.

"oy

&

Senator Dopp. Of course that won’t really cure the situation.

6 -
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Mr S;LI{s No It is helpful, and it may as'nst in certain instances
Where people are frankly not aware of what they can or cannot do,
~ and figure this is an easy way to purchase a gun, and so they do it.
Senator Dopp. Yes.

Well, I thank you for your time and trouble, your patience, as well.

Mr. Stuis. 1 Would like to say one thing. -

- T have heard the Congressman here this mommg talk about the
mlsmformed editorials, and calling this legislation antiweapon legisla-
tion.. And Ihaveheard many of the people in the gun clubs refer to
leglslatlon as antigun. I think I would like to point out that it is
not antigun. It is antl the type of people who should not have guns.
I don’t know . why it is always said that sportsmen will be unable

to secure guns, rifles or shotguns. If they do not fallinto one of

the unfit categories, there is nothing to stop them from buying a gum

from a legitimate source. And there is merel}7 a slight inconvenience

- involved on the question of having it shipped from a dealer to a dealer.
But that at least gives you the control which is so necessary at the
locail level. Without that,: local leglslmtlon gwould not mean much
at all.

Senator Dopp. That is a very good point. I am glad you made if.
It needs to be restated all the time, I guess. -

A lot of people apparently "are of the op1mon that if this bill is
“passed, they will not be allowed to hunt, belong to gun clubs, or
' go from one State to another for sport and huntlng purposes.

There is no such restriction in the bill..

But, nevertheless, it has been an effective propaganda instrument
agamst the legislation. ot

Thank you very much.

Mr. Siurs. Thank you, Senator. e

Senator Dopp. Dr. E. C. Hadley ? o ’ ‘

Dr. Hadley, you are the Pr e51dent of SAAMI

Mr. Hapiey. That iscorrect. ™

Senator Dopp. You have been active in the firearms industry for

' many years. You were technical director -for Remington Arms—

I guess you retired from that position. You‘were the technical direc--
tor for Remmgton Arms. <

We are glad you are here, and look forward to hearing your
test,lmony . : ;

\SEA—TEMENI\OF E c. HADLEY PRESIDE,NT 'SPORTING ARMS &
AMMUNITION MANUFACTURERS’ INSTITUTE; ACCOMPANIED BY
ROBERT C. BARNARD, COUNSEL

Mr. Haprey. Mr. Chairman, I have with meMr Robert C. Barnard

‘who is counsel for the Sporting Arms & Ammumtlon Manufacturers
Institute.

Senator Dobp,’ I am glad tohave you.

- Mr. BxRNARD Thank you, Senator. - .

Mr. Haprey. Reading from my memorandum,, my name is E. C.
¢ Hadley, and'I am pre31dent of the Sporting Arnys & Ammunition-
Manufacturers’ Institute (SAAMI). I appreciate the opportunity to
testify. this morning on behalf of SAAMI with respect to the fire-
arms legislation pr eqenﬂv pending before this subcommittee.




