
1/15/2018 Office of the Governor | Newsroom

http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/552017/approved/20171130a.html 1/2

Home  > Newsroom  > Press Releases  > 2017  > Governor Chris Christie Invites You To Join Him For The 2nd Annual Candlelight Vigil

Governor Chris Christie Invites You To Join Him For The 2nd
Annual Candlelight Vigil

Let Us Bring Addiction Out Of The Shadows And Into The Light

 

Trenton, NJ - On December 6, 2017 at 5:00 PM in Trenton, Governor Chris Christie will hold his 2nd Annual
Candlelight Vigil for everyone that has suffered and is suffering because of the disease of addiction.

The Governor stands strong with community leaders, organizations, families, and friends in support of those that have
been impacted by this disease, providing model resources, programs and services. Help bring addiction out of the
shadows and into the light byattending on December 6, when hundreds of people will help end the stigma while
lighting a candle for loved ones lost.

People should spread the word about Governor Christie’s 2nd Annual Candlelight Vigil and share this event on social
media using #IllBeThereWillYou and www.nj.gov/governor/vigil2017.

Wednesday, December 6, 2017

MERCER COUNTY

WHO:               Governor Chris Christie
                                       

 WHAT:             2nd Annual Candlelight Vigil    
                                                  

 WHEN:             5:00 P.M.
                         

 WHERE:          The Courtyard at State House Annex
                            137 West State Street

                            Trenton, NJ
                                   

 PRESS:            OPEN

To register for the Vigil, please click: #IllBeThereWillYou 

For questions, fliers, or additional information please visit: www.nj.gov/governor/vigil2017 or contact
info.candlelightvigil@nj.gov

# # # 

Governor Christie: The President has made this a priority but would not have happened without Seema deciding to
step up and really push the folks at CMS to get this waiver done. New Jersey is one of the first states to get it. I can
promise her we will utilize it, and we'll utilize it in a way that’s responsible, making sure that organizations that are
funded are effective, holding them accountable for the results that they produce for their clients and also for the
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taxpayers, both at the federal and state level who are helping to fund this treatment. I think if we do that together in a
way that insures accountability and better results that people will look back on her decision to grant this waiver is one
that saved lives in the state. I can’t thank Administrator Verma enough for her partnership with us on this issue, and her
leadership in the federal government on bringing innovation and new ideas to dealing with the epidemic that we’re
going through across this country that last year cost us 64,000 American lives. So, Administrator Verma, welcome to
New Jersey, thank you.

 

Administrator Seema Verma: Thank you, good morning, and thank you to Governor Christie for hosting today. I
appreciate just the tour and everything, so thank you. I think every day we’re hearing about the opioid epidemic, people
dying, how much money it’s costing the system. I’m actually a mother of two kids and this is a personal issue for me.
My daughter is a senior in high school now but when she was in eighth grade, we attended a funeral for a classmate in
her class, it was her older brother. And I will never forget that funeral. Listening to a 13-year-old girl talk about her
brother and how angry she was at her brother for getting involved in drugs and the pain that she showed in terms of
the devastation that she will never see her brother again. And that is something that has always stayed with me. As a
mom there are many things you’re concerned about. You know, there’s broken bones and grades and all kinds of
things. But this is something that really concerns me as a parent. And this is actually going to increase treatment, not
only in New Jersey but hopefully the rest of the nation. It’s actually going to allow people that are on Medicaid to
access new treatment services, and we hope that facilities will actually build more services and increase their beds
available for folks on Medicaid. Again, it's a pleasure to be here today. I really appreciate the hospitality from the folks
at New Jersey and again, just can’t say enough about the Governor’s leadership on this issue, and you know, again,
we met with a lot of folks today that are dealing with addiction and there’s just a lot of great role models here. So
appreciate everybody’s work on the front lines.
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