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Ready To Serve % Proud To Have Served

Commissioner's Corner

CWS5 Jeffrey T. Angle was installed as the New Jersey Army National Guard’s ninth State
Command Chief Warrant Officer during a change of responsibility ceremony on January 7,
2023.


https://nj.gov/military/outreach/newsletters/20250205.html

"Strength in Knowledge"
CWS5 Jeffrey T. Angle

My time as the Command Chief Warrant Officer for the New Jersey Army National
Guard has come to an end, and | would like to thank everyone who has helped
and supported me throughout my career. Keeping the cohort strong and
prosperous is truly a team effort, and | am honored to have had the opportunity to
serve these past 42 years.

| joined the NJARNG in 1982 at the age of 17, and made Sergeant, E-5, in 1987
and Warrant Officer 1, WO1, in 1990. Throughout my career as a warrant officer, |
have had the opportunity to fly helicopters and airplanes, command an Army
aviation support facility, serve at the National Guard Bureau, deploy in support of
Operations Iragi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, and serve as the CCWO for the
State of New Jersey.

If you are reading this and think that maybe you or someone you know would like
to become a warrant officer, do not hesitate! It will be one of the best decisions of
your military career.

The Army warrant officer is a technical expert, combat leader, trainer and advisor.
Warrant officers are innovative integrators of emerging technologies, dynamic
teachers, confident warfighters and developers of specialized teams of Soldiers. In
the NJARNG, warrant officers serve in the fields of military intelligence, band, air
defense, aviation including rotary and fixed wing pilots, chemical, cyber, engineer,
field artillery, judge advocate, ordinance, quarter master, signal corps and
transportation.

Warrant officers deploy to support a wide range of Army missions. In fact, we have
had several dozen deployed to the Middle East and domestically last year, and |
thank you, and all of our New Jersey communities, for the support of their families
and their well-being.



| hope my career serves as an example of the opportunity that exists in our New
Jersey National Guard.

After my first six-year enlistment was complete, | had considered leaving the
military. However, that was just about that time when our unit got new AH-1 Attack
Helicopters. With hard work and open eyes, the opportunities kept coming. | was
able to go to maintenance school for the new aircraft. | was distinguished honor
graduate of my class and was offered full time employment. | became aware of
opportunities like flight school. So many opportunities came knocking, | have been
trying to give back through my service ever since.

The camaraderie and bonds one can form as a warrant officer across a unit and
over the years are incredible and life-long. | know as | close this chapter of my
journey, | will still have my Guard family and my warrant officer family. | thank
these Soldiers for all they continue to do to support our state and nation. | know |
stand with Veterans communities, who number in the millions, Army-strong.

As always, thank you for staying
connected to DMAVA.

We invite you to share ideas, events and
feedback. Please email our team

at outreach@dmava.nj.gov.

Chief Warrant Officer 5 Jeffrey T.
Angle
State Command Chief Warrant Officer



mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov

Featured Events

SPOTLIGHT ON SERVICES:

Meet the Veterans Services Office
&

the County Clerk’s Office

Find out what benefits you may be entitled to &
services offered to Morris County Veterans

07 FEB 2025 1-3PM

MORRIS COUNTY VETERANS SERVICES OEFICE
540 W. HANOVER AVE.
MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

RSVP: 973-285-6866
or MCVETS@co.morris.nj.us
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SHIRT FRIDAY!
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https://www.morriscountynj.gov/Morris-County-Events/Morris-County-Veterans-Services-Office-Information-Session
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Mayor Ras J. Baraka

ond the Muniipal Cogncil

T

YOUR VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER

PROVIDES VETERANS THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK
QUESTIONS AND GET FAMILIAR WITH THE OFFICE
AND THE SERVICES AVAILABLE TO THEM

MONDAY & A AN
FEBRU m\r f NEWARK CITY HALL
J 920 MAYOR KENNETH A. GIBSON BOULEVARD
TH ’ NEWARK, NJ 07102
10 (ROOM B-13)

9AM-12PM




Salem County Veteran

Claims Clinic
Bring the Kids for Free Arts & Crafts!

February 13™, 2025
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Doors open at 4:30 p.m.

Veterans bring your children in for free arts and crafts while
filing a disability claim or enrolling in VA health care!

VA reps will also be available to assist Veterans in-person
with switching from the (MyHealtheVet and DS Logon) to a
Login.gov and ID.me accounts. MyHealtheVet accounts will
not be accessible after Jan. 31.

VA leadership to speak on updates. Additional VA resources
will be available.

Salem County Community College
460 Hollywood Avenue
Carneys Point, NJ 08069

POC:Patrick “Mick” Devlin at patrick.devlin2@va.gov

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

Veterans Health Administration
Wilmington VA Medical Center



https://www.facebook.com/events/1125223125679917/

Events

DMAVA Calendar

DMAVA is sponsoring or will participate in the events below. A DMAVA Veterans Service
Officer will be present at many of these events. Please check details to confirm.

« February 8 | Bordentown
NJARNG Last Formation

« February 8| Bordentown & FB Live
Command Chief WO Change of Responsibility Ceremony

« February 10 | Newark
Meet & Greet Your Veterans Service Officer

« February 12 | Piscataway
Middlesex County Stakeholders Meeting

o February 13 | Carneys Point

Salem County Veteran Town Hall & Claims Clinic

« February 15 | Bordentown
Career Fair Expo

o February 21 | Woodbridge

Veterans Outreach Campaign & Medal Ceremony

« February 23 | Bordentown
Project Prom Shop Event for NJNG Dependents

Community Calendar


https://dmava.org/event/njarng-last-formation-2/
https://www.facebook.com/events/649083864220241
https://dmava.org/event/meet-greet-your-veterans-service-officer-newark/
https://dmava.org/event/middlesex-county-stakeholders-meeting-for-veteran-service-providers/
https://dmava.org/event/salem-county-veteran-town-hall-claims-clinic/
https://dmava.org/event/career-fair-expo-bordentown/
https://dmava.org/event/veterans-outreach-campaign-and-medal-ceremony-woodbridge/
https://dmava.org/event/project-prom-shop-event-for-njng-dependents/

We add new events to our calendar on a daily basis so please bookmark and check
back often.

View Full Calendar

Black History Month



https://dmava.org/events

DEPARTMENT OF THE AR MY
LWABHINGTON

STATE 0F NEW FERSEY

7 February 19
1948 FEB @ AM 9 13 g2

prable Alfred E. Driscoll
gge:rnor of New Jerasy
rrenton, New Jersey

pear Governor Driscoll:

Oon January 8 you addressed to me a telegraphic
{nquiry concerning the utilization of Negro manpower in
the militia of New Jersey. I have had the matter carefully
reviewed by the military Staff of this Department and have
myself glven it full consideration,

In accordance with a report of competent and
experienced officers, the War Department on 27 April 1946
igsued regulations which, amoni other things, required
(subject to certain exceptions) that when Negroes are
enployed in Army units below the battalion, they will be
organized Into separate units,.

This provision was considered to be in the interest
of national defense, and both the Staff and I feel that
this is still the case, Therefore, these regulations will
be continued in force for the Regular Army and, subject to
the exception noted below, will also be aeffective for the
Federally recognized civilian components of the Army,

I have noted the fact that the people of New Jersey
by direct majority vote have provided in their Constitution
that "no person shall . . « be segregated in the militia
because of race, color « . " While the authority to
determine all questions relating to the Federally recognized
National Guerd must necessarlily be exercised by the
Department of the Army, yet I recognize the importance to
8 sovereign state of a constitutional provision such as
yours, and I have determined that for the present, Army
militia units of New Jersey, if otherwise qualified, will
not be denied Federal recognition on the ground of non=
segregation.

Sincerely yours,

( Kenneth Ce no;ﬁ "

Secretary of the Army

The End of Segregation in NJ



Letter from Kenneth C. Royall, Secretary of the Army, sent to New Jersey
Governor Alfred E. Driscoll on February 7, 1948, authorizing racially mixed units in
the New Jersey Army National Guard. This made the New Jersey National Guard
the first federally recognized military component to be integrated.

NJ National Guard

NJANG Assumption of Command

U.S. Air Force Colonel Derek Routt assumed command of the New
Jersey Air National Guard at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst on
February 1, 2025. Colonel Routt previously served as the chief of staff
for the NJANG and the 177th Fighter Wing commander.



View Images

Send Off Ceremony for Jersey Devils

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Yvonne Mays, the Adjutant General of New
Jersey, speaks during a Reserve Component Period Mobilization
Ceremony at the 177th Fighter Wing Air National Guard Base, Egg
Harbor Township, NJ on February 2, 2025.

Airmen from the 177th Fighter Wing are scheduled to mobilize in support
of the Air Force reserve component period, a scheduled period of
active duty in which Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve
members deploy in support of a variety of Air Force missions
throughout the world.

View Images


https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8851766/njang-assumption-command
https://www.facebook.com/177thFW/
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/8851762/new-jerseys-adjutant-general-attends-send-off-ceremony-jersey-devils

177th Fighter Wing

The New Jersey Air National Guard's 177th Fighter Wing, flying a four-
ship F-16C fingertip right formation for the national anthem before the
NFC Championship game at Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia, PA,

January 26, 2025.



https://www.facebook.com/177thFW

New Jersey National Guard and Republic of Cyprus
National Guard focus on developing NCO capabilities,
defense modernization and crisis operation capabilities

Capt. Tyshawn Jenkins | NJANG | January 30, 2025

CYPRUS - The New Jersey National Guard (NJNG) continues
strengthening its partnership with the Republic of Cyprus National
Guard through the State Partnership Program (SPP), focusing on
developing Noncommissioned Officer (NCO) capabilities, defense
modernization and crisis operation capabilities.

U.S. Air Force Chief Master Sgt. Justin Kelley, 177th Fighter Wing
Staff senior enlisted leader, praised the recent engagement as a
milestone in enhancing Cypriot military training.

“We delivered tailored content that empowers NCOs to build self-
sufficient training programs,” said Kelley. “This was a good trip where




we expanded on previous efforts, focusing on training, doctrine, and
career enhancement.”

Read Full Article

Join Our Team

100% Free College Tuition
Bonuses | Gl Bill
Student Loan Repayment

NEW JERSEY

ARMY

NATIONAL

GUARD
*

DMAVA Veterans Services



https://www.dvidshub.net/news/489827/new-jersey-national-guard-and-republic-cyprus-national-guard-focus-developing-nco-capabilities-defense-modernization-and-crisis-operation
https://njarmyguard.com/
https://www.njang.ang.af.mil/Contact-Us/Contact-a-Recruiter/
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The Benefits Guide has been updated effective January
23, 2025.



Get Current Edition
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Michelle Rangel, Hudson County VSO
Michelle Rangel is the DMAVA Veterans Service Officer (VSO) for Hudson
County.

If you know anyone in need of assistance regarding Veteran’s benefits, please
contact Michelle or one of her colleagues by visiting our website at Veterans Service

Offices.

Get Connected to Resources & Services



https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs has partnered
with Unite Us to connect individuals and families to a wide variety of services
and resources.

Unite Us is a coordinated care referral network of health and social service
providers. Unite Us can connect our New Jersey military and veteran
community to resources to obtain benefits, food assistance, housing,
education, transportation, behavioral health services, peer support and more.

Veteran Service Providers

Do you provide services to Veterans? We would like to get you enrolled in this
new online referral network, Unite NJ Veterans. This digital platform connects
Veterans to the resources around them quickly. Learn more and enroll.



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/unitenjveterans/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/unitenjveterans.shtml

THE DMAVA READJUSTMENT
COUNSELING PROGRAM PROVIDES
VETERANS WITH:

INDIVIDUAL COUNSELING

GROUP COUNSELING

FAMILY COUNSELING

SCAN THE CODE AND CALL YOUR
LOCAL VETERANS SERVCE OFFICER,

OR CALL:
(888) 865-8387,
OR EMAIL:
\VBB@DMAVA.NJ.GOV



https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/

SUPPORT

IS PEER TO PEER

Call Us 24/7
7 days a week
(866) 838-7654

N=

VET2VET

NJ Veterans' Benefits Hotline
888-865-8387
vbb@dmava.nj.qgov

Veterans Outreach Schedule
Veterans Service Offices



mailto:vbb@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/OutreachSchedule.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/vso/
https://www.njvet2vet.com/

DMAVA Departments

NJ Youth ChalleNGe Academy

On January 26, 2025, members of Class 59 officially became Cadets after their
Acclimation Graduation. The first two weeks are what most Cadets would say is
the hardest part of the 22-week program.

During the short graduation ceremony, Deputy Director Stephanie D'Alessio and
Commandant James Carradine spoke to the Cadets and gave them words of
encouragement for the next 20 weeks!



NEW JERSEY
YOUTH CHALLENGE ACADEMY

DREAM. BELIEVE. ACHIEVE.

YOUTH
CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Now accepting applications
for Class 60 - July 2025.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

@ njyca.org/admissions

rpm@dmava.nj.gov

© (800) 997-5587 / (732) 974-6516



https://njyca.org/

NJNG Child & Youth
Program

% /njngeyp



https://linktr.ee/njarngfac
https://linktr.ee/njngcyp
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Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging

DEIB Newsletter

State Partners


https://www.nj.gov/military/outreach/documents/deib-newsletter-20250205.pdf

EXPLORE

Make plans this

month to go to
Black history
events in New
Jersey!

Visit this link to find events in your
community:
S/ www.linktr.ee/blackhistorynj

COMMISSION

NJ State Agencies


https://linktr.ee/blackhistorynj

Governor's Challenge to Prevent Suicides among Service Members,

Veterans & Their Families

The New Jersey's Governor "We Value Our Veterans" Awards

Vote For Valor

Career Services for Veterans

Tax Resources for Military/Veterans

Educator Certification for Military Spouses and Veterans

Civil Service Preference for Veterans

NJ National Guard Hunting / Fishing Licenses

NJ Special Hawker and Peddlers License

Veterans Designation for Drivers License

Military CDL Skills Waiver Program

Disabled Veteran / Purple Heart Recipient Placards

Disabled Veteran Hunting and Fishing Licenses

Veteran and Disabled Veteran-Owned Business

Division of Consumer Affairs Military Outreach & Support

Professional & Occupational Licenses for Veterans and Spouses

Military and Overseas Voting

Veterans & Spouses Entering the Educator Workforce

Journey Through Jersey

Federal Partners



https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/savenjvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/community/award-grant-charitable-programs/wvov/
https://nj.gov/state/sos-vote-for-valor.shtml
https://nj.gov/labor/career-services/special-services/veterans/
https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/military/taxinformation.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/services/civil-service-preference/
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/hunting-fishing-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/military/veterans/benefits-resources/peddlers-license.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/vetdesignation.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/drivertopics/militarywaiver.htm
https://www.nj.gov/mvc/vehicletopics/disvet.htm
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/licenses-and-permits/disabled-veteran-license-information/
https://business.nj.gov/pages/vob-dvob
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote-military-and-overseas.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/rpi/recruitment/spousesandvets/
https://www.journeythroughjersey.com/sites/theme/conflict/

U.S. Department

of Veterans Affairs

Veterans get more time to transition to new online
login system
VA News | January 31, 2025

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs today
announced it will provide Veterans additional time to transition to a
new online login system that lets them more quickly and securely
access information about their VA health care and benefits.

In July, VA announced a phase out of My HealtheVet and DS Logon sign-in
options, in favor of two new options, Login.gov and ID.me, which will
help the department offer stronger protections for Veterans, families
and caregivers.

With today’s announcement, VA is extending the final deadline by
which veterans and beneficiaries can log in to VA.gov, VA mobile
applications and other VA online services using their My HealtheVet
username and password from Jan. 31, 2025, to March 4, 2025. The
deadline to switch from DS Logon to ID.me or Login.gov remains Sept.
30, 2025.

Learn More



https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-begins-transition-to-simpler-online-sign-in-experience-for-veterans-account-access/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/va-begins-transition-to-simpler-online-sign-in-experience-for-veterans-account-access/
https://news.va.gov/press-room/veterans-get-more-time-to-transition-to-new-online-login-system/
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https://padlet.com/jbmdlpublicaffairspad/joint-base-mcguire-dix-lakehurst-ml4jwb4q9tzwa25w
https://www.youtube.com/@VAmadesimple
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VIETNAM GULFWAR POST-9/11

WERE YOU EXPOSED TO BURN PITS,
NUCLEAR WEAPONS, CHEMICALS,
)R OTHER TOXINS

) U.S. Department
) of Veterans Affairs

The Women Veterans Call Center
is Your Guide to VA

Live women representatives, many of whom are
Veterans, are standing by to help.

Call or text 1-855-VA-WOMEN
(1-855-829-6636)
or chat with us online

Weekdays 8:00 am - 10:00 pm ET ,”3 °
Saturday 8:00 am - &30 pm ET iy

[ ol

US. rtment
onh?;’:ls Affairs



https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/wvcc.asp

U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs

Featured Links

o National Parks Pass

o VALife Insurance

« VA Urgent Care Services

o« VA Careqgiver Support Program

¢ Accessing Records from the National Archives or NPRC

e PACT Act Performance Dashboard

e How to Check Your PACT Act Claim Status

« Download VA Benefit Letters

o Podcasts on Veterans' Issues

¢ VA Health and Benefits Mobile App

« Women Veterans Call Center

o Veterans Legacy Memorial

« Million Veteran Program

o #VetResources

« VA Resource Navigator



https://news.va.gov/110751/free-lifetime-pass-to-national-parks/
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility/valife/
https://news.va.gov/128934/everything-to-know-about-va-urgent-care/
https://www.caregiver.va.gov/help_landing.asp
https://news.va.gov/119456/accessing-records-national-archives-center/
https://department.va.gov/pactdata/
https://news.va.gov/117737/how-to-check-your-pact-act-claim-status/
https://www.va.gov/records/download-va-letters/
https://news.va.gov/113338/podcasts-veterans-issues-important-messages/
https://news.va.gov/109175/va-mobile-app-six-essential-facts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNHTlsiCB5g
https://www.cem.va.gov/VLM/
https://www.mvp.va.gov/pwa/
https://news.va.gov/vetresources/
https://marketplace.va.gov/innovations/va-resource-navigator

Veteran Spotlight

Sergeant George Ashby
Last Surviving New Jersey Civil War Veteran

George Ashby was born in Burlington, NJ on January 25, 1844.

In 1864, Ashby, an African-American then living in Crosswicks, enlisted as a
private in the 45th United States Colored Infantry, organized at Camp William
Penn outside of Philadelphia between June and August of 1864. He served in
Virginia during the siege of Petersburg and was present for the Confederate
surrender at Appomattox Court House in April 1865.

At the end of hostilities, the 45th, with a large number of other federal troops, was
transferred to Texas on occupation duty. While serving with his regiment, Ashby
was promoted several times until he reached the rank of first sergeant of Company
H.



Sergeant Ashby was mustered out of the service at Philadelphia with the 45th in
November 1865 and returned to his life as a New Jersey small farmer. After the
war, he married Phoebe Cole of Crosswicks, who predeceased him at their Walker
Avenue home in Allentown.

In January 1944, a reporter interviewed the old Veteran, who predicted an allied
victory in World War Il and stated that if he could, he would “enlist all over again.”

When George Ashby died in Allentown on April 26, 1946, he was the last surviving
New Jersey Civil War Veteran. He had 9 children, 16 grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren and 7 great-great-grandchildren at the time of his death at the age of
102.

Ashby received a military funeral complete with color guard and firing squad
provided by Hamilton Township American Legion Post #31 and was buried in the

Allentown A. M. E. church cemetery.

Narrative by Joseph G. Bilby

Servicemember Spotlight




Specialist Larissa Prince
Meet SPC Larissa Prince...a mixed martial artist and a musician with the New
Jersey Army National Guard's 63rd Army Band.

SPC Prince demonstrates the Warrior Ethos through a steady commitment to
physical fitness, especially through her love of Muay Thai.

Whether she's training in the gym or performing with the band, she consistently
demonstrates resilience and a dedication to excellence in both her military and
athletic pursuits.


https://www.instagram.com/63rdarmyband/

Airman First Class Zoe Lartey

| want to leave a legacy at the 108th Wing that shows hard work pays off and it's
possible to take care of others while doing your best.

The opportunities I've had here have helped me grow in so many ways, giving me
leadership skills, discipline, and a foundation to achieve my goals.

Employee Spotlight



https://www.facebook.com/108thwing

YOUTH

CHALLENGE
ACADEMY

Mr. James Carradine

We are thrilled to spotlight Mr. James Carradine, the esteemed Commandant of
Cadets for the New Jersey Youth ChalleNGe Academy. His unwavering commitment to
the program’s mission and his tireless dedication to the success of the young men
and women enrolled in the Academy are truly commendable.

Mr. Carradine’s leadership embodies the heart and soul of the Youth ChalleNGe
Academy. His visionary guidance and unwavering commitment inspire those
around him to strive for excellence.

Upon his honorable discharge from the United States Marine Corps, Mr. Carradine
embarked on his career at the Academy. Over the past 19 years, he has risen
through the ranks to achieve the prestigious title of Commandant of Cadets. In this
critical role, Mr. Carradine oversees the dedicated staff who work directly with the
Cadets each day, ensuring they receive the guidance, structure, and support
needed to succeed.

As we celebrate Mr. Carradine’s contributions, we also recognize the profound
impact his work has had on the Youth ChalleNGe Academy’s mission. The
Academy’s success in transforming lives stands as a testament to his dedication,
ensuring a lasting legacy of empowerment and excellence for generations to
come.


https://njyca.org/

Never Forget

IN HONOR OF
ALL THOSE FROM NEW JERSEY
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM DURING
ERATIONS ENDURING FREEDOM & IRAQI FREEDOM

{BLE GRATITUDE, WE REMEMBER THEIR SACRIFICE
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDO

1HOT e
A

New Jersey Fallen Heroes Memorial

In Honor of all those from New Jersey who gave their lives in
the fight against terrorism during Operation Enduring Freedom
& Iragi Freedom.

In humble gratitude, we remember their sacrifice.

Memorial Inscription



https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/memorial.shtml

"But on the battlefield their feet stood fast, and in an instant at the
height of their fortune, they passed away from the scene, not of
their fear, but of their glory."
~ Pericles

NJ Fallen Heroes Memorial

140 years ago, “Camp Sea Girt" was established by the purchase of 120 acres from the Sea
Girt Land Company on January 5, 1885, and in 1890 with two additional parcels to
encompass 168 acres. Total cost of $50,921.


https://nj.gov/fallenheroesmemorial/

February 8, 1862

The Ninth New Jersey Infantry
became the first New Jersey unit
engaged in a full scale battle in
the Civil War. At Roanoke Island,
North Carolina, the regiment
charged through a swamp, gaining
the nickname “Jersey Muskrats.”
The Muskrats lost nine men killed
and twenty-five wounded in the
fight. Among the dead was
Captain Joseph Henry, the first
New Jersey officer killed in action
in the Civil War.

February 8, 1840

Cornelia Hancock, known as the
“Florence Nightingale of America,”
was born at Hancock’s Bridge. In
1863, Hancock traveled to
Gettysburg in the aftermath of the
battle as a volunteer nurse and
served through the remainder of
the Civil War. After the war she
taught freed slaves at Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina and
served as a pioneering social
worker in Philadelphia. Hancock
lived a long, fruitful and socially
useful life before dying in Atlantic
City on December 31, 1927. Her
wartime letters were published in
book form and are an important
Civil War source.

February 12, 1948



Under orders from Governor
Alfred E. Driscoll, the New Jersey
adjutant general’s office published
General Order No. 4, specifying
that “no qualified person shall be
denied any military rights, nor be
discriminated against in exercise
of any military rights, nor be
segregated in the militia because
of religious principles, race, color,
ancestry or national origin,”
officially desegregating the state’s
National Guard, despite opposition
from the United States
Department of War. New Jersey
was the first state to desegregate
its National Guard.

February 14, 1934

Charles F. Hopkins, the last
surviving New Jersey Civil War
Medal of Honor recipient, died in
Boonton. Hopkins was awarded the
medal for carrying a wounded
comrade off the battlefield at
Gaines Mill, Virginia in 1862. He
was buried in Greenwood Cemetery
in Boonton.

February 19, 1945

Marine Sergeant John Basilone of
Raritan, awarded the Medal of
Honor for his heroism on
Guadalcanal in 1942, personally
destroyed a Japanese strong point
on lwo Jima, using hand grenades
and other explosives. Shortly
afterward, while guiding a tank out
of harm’s way, he was killed in
action. Basilone was posthumously
awarded the Navy Cross, the
Marine Corps’ second highest
decoration. He was inducted into
the New Jersey Hall of Fame in
2011.

February 19, 1968

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Fred
Zabitosky of Trenton, although
wounded himself, rescued a pilot
whose helicopter had crashed and
who was pinned down under heavy
fire on a mission in Laos. He was



awarded the Medal of Honor for his
heroism.

February 20, 1864

A number of African-American New
Jerseyans fought in the ranks of the
Eighth United States Colored
Infantry regiment at the battle of
Olustee, Florida. Jerseymen killed
at Olustee included Charles Anin,
Jacob Hall, Henry Harris, Levi
Scruby, Joseph Thompson, William
H. Trimble, George Willett and
Benjamin Wooley. Israel Cox of
Trenton and John W. Adams of
Salem County were badly wounded.
Cox died in the hospital and Adams
was finally discharged in November,
1865.
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https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Benefits%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Veterans%20Transportation%20Guide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/military/assets/documents/NJ%20Military%20Veterans%20Families%20Resource%20Guide.pdf
https://department.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Federal-Benefits-for-Veterans-Dependents-and-Survivors.pdf
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We Are Hiring!

At the New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs we take our work in
support of Veterans, Servicemembers and their families very seriously. Whether
supporting our Veterans with nursing care, transitional housing, or assisting them
In navigating access to their Veteran benefits, the Department provides valuable
services and can offer rewarding career opportunities to members of the public.

We also have opportunities in facilities management and program management. In
addition, we have job openings for members of our military to serve in AGR and

Federal Technician roles.

Subscribe to DMAVA Jobs Bulletin to stay updated on job openings.

Vacancies

Stay Connected



https://dmava.org/
https://www.nj.gov/military/admin/vacancy/
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Click Here

We hope you enjoy receiving our newsletter and find it both educational and
engaging. If you have questions about our department, our programs or your
benefits, please visit our website at nj.gov/military to get contact information.

Contact DMAVA

Please email us at outreach@dmava.nj.gov with feedback and comments
regarding the newsletter. If you would like to contribute with an item of
interest to our subscribers, please email us your proposal.

Visit the DMAVA archives to view previous editions of our newsletter.

Forward to a friend



https://dmava.org/events
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
https://www.nj.gov/military/contact-us/
mailto:outreach@dmava.nj.gov
https://www.nj.gov/military/history/archives/
https://dmava.org/events

nj.gov/military

NJ Department of Military & Veterans Affairs
101 Eggerts Crossing Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Privacy Notice

Disclaimer: The appearance of any non-DMAVA information or hyperlinks does not
constitute endorsement of the products or services on the part of the New Jersey
Department of Military & Veterans Affairs.
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https://nj.gov/military
https://www.nj.gov/military/privacy.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/NJDMAVA/
https://twitter.com/NJDMAVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/dmavapao
https://www.flickr.com/photos/njdmava/albums
https://www.instagram.com/njnationalguard/
https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/NJ-NG
https://www.nj.gov/military/

