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ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION Noo ·55. 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
TNTR.ODTTCED FPJBRUARY 8, 1982 

By Assemblymen LIT'rELL and HAYTAIAN 

Referred to Committee on Independent Authorities and 

Con:µ:pissions 

A CoNOURRENT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to Article IV, 

Section VII, paragraph 2 of the Constitution. 

1 . BE. IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New 

2 Jersey (the Senate concurring): 

l 1. The fallowing propp~e~ ie.mendment to the Constitution of thP-

2 ~tate of New Jersey is a~reed t~ : 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

3 Amend Article IV, Section VII, paragraph 2 to read as follows: 

4 2. No gambling of any kind shall be authorized by the Legisla-

5 tore unless the specific kind,· 'testrictions and control thereof have 

6 been heretofore submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the 

7 votes ca.st by, the people at a' special election or shall hereafter be 

8 submitted to, and authorized by a majority of the votes cast thereon 

9 by, the legally qualified vot~rs of t:b.'e State voting at a general 

10 election, except that, without any such submission or authorization; 

11 A. It shall be lawful for bona fide veterans, charitable, educa-

12 tional, religious or fraternal organizations, civic and service clubs, 

13 senior citizen associations or clubs, volunteer fire companies and 

14 first-aid or rescue squads to conduct, under such restrictions and 

15 control as shall from ti.Irie to time be prescribed by the Legislature 

16 by law, games of chance of, and restricted to, the selling of rights 

17 to participate, the awarding of prizes, in the specific kind of game 

18 of chance sometimes kno~ 'as bingo or lotto, played with cards 

19 bearing numbers or oth~t' designations, five or more in one line, 

20 the holder covering numbers. as objects, similarly numbered, are 

21 drawn from a receptacle and.· the game being won by the person 

22 who first covers a {>revi~usly designated arrang:ement of IJ.umbers 
Matter printed in ltalla thw is aew matter. 
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23 on such a card, when th~ .@tine n~t proeeeds of such games of 

24 chance are to be -d~voted fo educational, charitable, patriotic, re­

~5 I~giou,s or pu b.lic-spirited. ·u~es,, ._'and in th~ case of senior citizen 

26 ass9ciations or clubs to th~ .stippc;>rt o~ such orgnnizations, in any 

27 ~unicipality, in wl:ii,ch a Ill.ajority ,of the qualified voters, voting 

2.8 thereon, at a general or special election as the submission thereof 

29. shall be prescribed by the Legislature by law, shall authorize the 

30 conduct of such games of chance therein. 

31 · B. It sl:iall be lawful for the Legislatgre to ::t,uthori_ze, by law, bona 

32 fide veterans, charitable, educational, religious or fraternal organi;. 

33 Zi:ltions, civic a:r;id service clubs, senior citiZen associations or clu.bs., 

34 volunteer fire companies and first-aid or rescue squads to conduct 

35 games of cha.nee of, and rest!icted to, the selling of rights· to par-

36 ticipate, and the awarding of prizes, in the S!)ecific kinds of games 

37 Of chance SO!lletimes known RB' rafiles, conducted by the drawing 

38 for pri_zes or by the allotmen't of prfaes by chance, whel,l the entire 

39 net proceeds of such games of cha~ce are t_o be devoted· to educa-

40 tional, charitable, patriotic, religion~ or public-spirited uses, and 

41 in the case of senior citizen associatipns or clubs to the support of-

4.2 such organizations, ip. aIJ.y municipality, in which su~h law shall be 

43 adopted by a mµjority of the q,ualified voters, voting thereon, at a 

44 general or special election as the s~bmission theteof shall be pre-

45 scribed by law and for the Legislature, from time to time, to restrict 

46 ~nd control, by law, the conduct of such games of chl:!-nce; anc;l 

47 C. It ~all be lawful for t~e L~gisl~ture to autho:rize the conduct 

48 of State lotte_ries r~stricted to th~ se.Hing of rights to participate 

49 therein and the awarding of prizes by drawings when the entire 

50 net proc_eeds of any such lottery shall be for State institutions, 
51 State aid for e(Jucation. 

52 D. It shaµ be lawful for the Legislature to af?.th9rize by the law 

53 the establishment f!,nd operation, under regulation and control by 

54 the State, of gail1bling houses or casinos within the bounda,ries, as 

55 heretofore establisheq, of the clty_ of Atlantic City, county of 

56 Atlantic, and to lic7n~e and t11x such operatiOns and equipment used 

57 in connec_tion therewith . .Aily law au~horizing the establishment and 

58. operation of such gam.bling ~st_a,W,i,~hments slrnll provide for the 

59 State revenues derived therefrolll to be applied solely for the 

60 purpose of providing fund~ng for reductions in property taxes, 

61 rental, telephone, gas, electric, and r,nunicipal utilities charges of 

62 eligihle senior citizens and disabled residents of the State, and for· 

63 additional or expanded health services or benefits or transportation 

64 services or benefits. to eligible senior citizens and disabled residents, 

65. in accordance with such formulae as the Legislature shall by law 
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66 provide. 'rhe type and number of such casinos or gambling houses 

()7 and of the gamhling games which may he conducted in any such 

()8 PStn.hlishrne11t Hha]] he determined h)' Or pU!SUallt to the terms of 

()!) tlw law aut11orizin~ the establishment arid operntion therPof'. 

1 2. When this proposed amendment to the Constitution is finally 

2 agreed to, pursuant to Article IX, paragraph 1 of the Constitution, 

3 it shall be submitted to the people at the next general election 

4 occurring more than 3 months after such final agreement and shall 

5 be published at least once in at least one newspap-er of each county 

6 designated by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

7 General Assembly and the Secretary of State, not less than 3 

8 months prior to said general election. 

1 3. This proposed amendment. to the Constitution shall be sub-

2 mitted to the people at said election in the following manner and 

3 form: 

4 There shall he printed on each official ballot to be used A.t such 

5 general election, the fol1owing: 

6 a. In evP-ry municipality in which voting machines are not used, 

7 a legend which sliall immediately precede the question, as follows: 

8 If you favor the µropositi?n printed below make a cross ( X), 

9 plus ( +) or check (\I) in tqe square opposite the word "Yes." 

10 If you are opposed thereto make a cross ( X ) , plus ( +) or check 

11 (\I) in the square op~osite the word ''No." 

12 b. In every municipality the follo~ing quea,tion: 

SENIOR C1~~Ns QI.UBs AND Assoo1AT1QNs 
AuTHomED To CoNDuoT RAFFLlis · 

Shall the Constitution be amended, as 
Yes. agreed to by the Legislature, to autho­

rize senior citizen associations and clubs 
to conduct raffles for the support of such 
clubs and organizations Y 

No. 

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 

In 1972 the Constitution was amended 
to permit senior citizen organi:a1tions to 
conduct bingo games and to usP th!' pro­
~eeds therefrom for the support of such 
organizations. This amendnw11t would 
extend the same privilege with respect to 
the conducting of raffles hy such org-ani­
zations. 

STATEMENT 

The purpose of this concurrent resolution is expressed in the 

interpretive statement. 





ASSEHBL YMAN BUDDY FORTUNATO: I would like to begin this 
part of the public hear mg regarding ACR)~, 9,if1-9(), Hp?G~~d$, by calling 
on Assemblyman Littell to make his stat'e~enL:,·'-T s'ee hci 'problem at this 
point. 
A S S E M B L Y M A N R 0 B E R T -E. l I T T E L L: Good 
morninq, Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee. Thank you for 
postponing this. I was away for the :weekend with rny daughter to look' 
at colleges. - -

Assembly Concurrent Hesolution 55 is a proposed amendment to 
the State Constitution to include senior citizen clubs and 
organizations in the provision of the Constitution that would allow 
them to hold raffles, as well as bingo._ ~hen .the Constitution was 
amended in 1972 to allow senior citizens' clubs and organizations to 
hold bingo and lotto,, for some reason, they did not include raffles. 

I don't know of any val id reason for them not lo be ab le to 
hold raffles, and they would like to be able to hold them. That is the 
whole purpose and intent of my constitutional amendment. 

I believe we have complied with all of the constitutional 
requirements of sending out the proper notices. I think Mr. Bockelman 
has distributed copies of the proposed constitutional amendment to the 
members of both houses of the Legislature when they were in session·. 
The only other comment I have is a letter from Robert Callahan, the 
Executive lJirector of the Office on Aqing in Sussex County. He says: 

"Dear Assemblyman Littell: 

"On behalf of the senior citizens and senior citizen clubs of 
Sussex County, I would like to ~hank you for sponsoring ACR-55 
authorizing the constitutional amendment to allow senior citizens clubs 
and organi~ations to hold raffles. 

"The monies raised by these raffles are, in most instances, 
used for community projects. Many senior or~Janizations donate much 
time and money in assisting fellow :senio~ citizens who are less 
fortunate than themselves by purchasing food and supplies at various 
times of the year. 

"I feel l hat you and your cosponsor are to be commended for 
your concern for senior citizens and in trying to help them through the 
bill you hnve proposed. 

"I cerlainly hope that your efforts to haveACH-55 passed and 
put on the ballot wi 11 succeed. _ -• - --_---__ .- -. 

"Thank you again for your continued suppdrl · -for the senior 
citizens of your district and the Slate of New Jersey. 

"Warmest personal regards, - -__ --

1 

'. :·. :.···· ' 

Sinc-erely,-·~-

Robert ~. C~llahan 
Executive lhrector" 



If you would like to have a c·opy bf th;1t for your records; 1 
would he glad to qive it to you. 

ASSEMUL YMAN FORTUNATO: Thank you. Do any . members of th(~ 

Commit tee havC' ariy comments at. this time? 
i\SSLMBL YMJ\N SCHUH ER: I have no co1111rienl , Mr. Ch:~ 1 r111;m. 

t hihk when \oJe had this bi 11 before us; we di~icw3sE~d it at that t 1me. 
share Assemblyman Lit tell' s feel trigs with regard lo the support. of Hie 
sen~bt cit izeh organizations and any method of fair funding for them. 
I think he has to .be commended for that. . 

AS~E~BLYMAN LITTEL~: Th~nk you. 
AsSEMaLYMAN FORTUNATO: Assemblyman LaCorte? 
ASSEMBLYMAN La CORTE: I agree with Assemblyman Schuber that 

it seems that: if they can conduct bingos, I think that conducting 
raffles falls within the same category. I have no problem W.ith moving 
the bi ii. 

ASSE~18L YMAN FOtHUNA TO: Ooes anyone have a coniment? I see a 
lot you out there wt1o are here today to voice an opiriion on this bill. 

·.I aqree with you too. 
Thanks for cominq here for this spec t r1l meet i nq, !Job. 

(He,aring concluded) 
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