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REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE.

The Joint Committee of the Legislature on State Prison, respect-
fully report:

That we have visited the institution, as required by law, and ex-
amined its general condition, with the books and vouchers of the
Supervisor.

he accounts of moneys received from the labor of the convicts
and the expenses of their maintenance are carefully and systemati-
cally kept, and are audited monthly by the Comptroller and State
Treasurer. !
From the balance sheet we find as follows:

First, Total amount received from the earnings of the convicts,
$65,617.16 for the year commencing Nov. 1st 1886, and ending October
31st 1887. This is a decrease of $783.87 from the previous year.

Second, The cost of maintenance, salaries, repairs and amount

aid convicts on their discharge was $162,858.64, being an increase of
311,805.36, which shows a loss in operating the prison of $97,241.48,
Against a loss of $84,642.25 of the previous year. The cause of said
increase of loss is fully explained in the Supervisor’s report.

Your committee find the prison much overcrowded, there being
eight hundred and seventy convicts and but seven hundred cells,
making it necessary to place two or more together, in disobedience of
law, with all the evil results to the health and demoralization of the
prisoners. We, therefore, earnestly recommend an appropriation for
the enlargement of the prison, sufficient to remedy the above evils.

We heartily commeng the action of the Keeper in establishing a
night school, for the prisoners, also, in introducing a new system of
signals etc., for the night-watch, thereby providing better security
against escape, and securing better service from the deputies.

In conclusion, we find that the institution has been well managed,
and we commend the economical and efficient manner in which the
Keeper and Supervisor have performed the arduous duties devolving
upon them.

We desire to return thanks to Keeper Patterson, Supervisor Butler
and other officers of the prison for courtesies extended to the

committee.
WILLIAM H. CARTER,
JOHN D. RUE,
D. C. CHASE,
GEORGE D. SCUDDER,
WM. CHAMBERLAIN.

®






INSPECTOR'S REPORT.

InspECcTOR’S RooM, NEW JERSEY STATE PRISON,}
Trenton, N. J., October 31st, 1887.
To Robert S. Green, Governor of New Jersey : :
SirR—As becomes our duty under the provisions of the law, we
have the honor to submit herewith our report regarding the manage-

ment, condition and needs of this institution for the year ending
October 31st, 1887,

The bills audited and passed by the Board are in amount $153,172 88
Being tor maintenance $60.808 84
Being for repairs : 7,194 73
Being for new Cook-house - 8,020 26
Being for Steam heating...... 9,103 19
£89,217 02
To this add salaries of Deputies and Inspectors.... 63,955 86
$153,172 88
Adad salaries of Keeper, Supervisor and INsSpectors ..........cunniecnsunns 9.0
Paid discharged convicts 1.516 50
$163,689 38
Deduct amount pald into State Treasury by Supervisor for labor
e RSN Lo L SRR e S 68,474 49
Leaving net cost to the State ' $95,214 89

The charge for steam heating includes the purchase of two new
boilers and is in continuation of the work commenced during the pre-
vious fiscal year, and rendered necessary to form a complete system
throughout the institution that would avoid the inconvenience and
discomfort of past winters.

The net earnings from the employment of the prisoners in the man-
ufacture of the several classes of goods under the “ piece-price plan,”
while showing a slight improvement upon the results of the previous
fiscal year, have not aggregated so great an amount of revenue as they
did under the contract system.

The bill for water, as paid to the Trenton Water Works, amounted
to over $3,000, on which we are unable to obtain a reduction from
their prevailing rates.

This sum represents the interest at six per cent. per annum on an
outlay of over fifty thousand dollars.

Your board consider it to the interest of the State to erect within
the walls a pumping engine, with suitable pipe to connect with the
Delaware river. The original outlay under this plan will result in
a large annual saving to the State. This board has no authority to
authorize the outlay to carry out this plan, and deem it advisable
that it should receive the early attention of the Legislature.

(5)
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8 : STATE PRISON REPORT.

Plain and substantial food is furnished the prisoners, together with
comfortable clothing, and the Keeper has changed the place of tak-
ing meals from the halls to the cells, thereby allowing the men more
time and comfort at their meals and promoting discipline and safety.

The discipline in the prison has been fully maintained, and we are
glad to note that the nature and amount of punishments are modified
in extent when compared with previous years.

The ventilation of the east wing being found poor, pipes were
arranged to convey the foul air from the cells through the roof, thus
forming a complete system through that hall, the necessary labor
being performed by the convicts. In the west wing the bucket sys-
tem is still in use, and may produce serious results, in case of the
prevalence of any contagious disease. The construction of this wing
is such that your board have hesitated to incur the expenses that
would be necessary to make the alteration and repairs that would be
involved in the change.

The attention of the Legislature has been previously called, and is
again earnestly called to this very important matter.

Several attempts have been made to escape during the year, but
by the vigilance of the officials, have not been successful. A marked
improvement has been made in the manner of placing the night-
watch. One man examining the exterior of the walls hourly after
10 P. M,, and the lights in the yards and on the walls are so placed
that the smallest object can be seen, while the tower men prove their
1v;vila’cchfulness by ringing to the centre hall half-hourly during

e night. :

By the report of the prison physician, Dr. R. C. Hutchinson, here-
with appended, it will be seen that only nine deaths have occurred,
this being the smallest number in the past ten years.

The Keeper has established a night school, and about seventy-five
grisoners have availed themselves of its privileges, and the result has

een very satisfactory to many of its patrons. This board desires to
express ‘their warm commendation of the manner in which the
Keeper, Mr. J. H. Patterson, and the matron, Mrs. J. H. Patterson,
have performed the duties of their positions, contributing materially
by their kindly interest to the moral and physical welfare of the
convicts. [

Accompanying this report will be found the Statistical Report of
the institution, prepared by the able and genial clerk, Mr. 'R. B.
Bonney, by which it will be seen that the daily average of prisoners
has been 893, and the number discharged 503, including 102 released
by the Court of Pardons. 38

To the Keeper and Supervisor we are under many obligations for
courtesies.

Respectfully submitted by the Board,
JOHN F. POST,
i Secretary.




SUPERVISOR'S REPORT.

To Hon. Robert S. Green, Governor of New Jersey :

Sir—The annual report of the New Jersey State Prison for the
fiscal year ending October 31, 1887, is herewith respectfully submitted.

The accompanying tables show that on the 31st of October, 1886:

The number of convicts remaining in prison Was....................... 943
L LY (SR AT i s e SR o G 437
B R RN L L R T 1380

And that the number discharged

By remittance of time (Act April 2d, 1869) was................ 402
IBIEatT of Conrbof BERARHR L i .o vocoee s oo o ahen b h R b 101
—_ 503
Leaving in confinement, Oct. 31st, 1887.............c..coieniiiia. 877

The daily average number in confinement during the year was 893,
of whom 857 were males and 36 females; the total being but 1 in
excess of the average for the previous year.

The total cost of subsistence amounted to $33,838.85, a daily
average expense of 10.38 cents, or $37.89 per annum; an increase
over last year of .72 of a cent per diem. *

Maintenance, (including subsistence, clothing, bedding, fuel, water,
hospital and all other necessary supplies,) involved an expenditure
of $69,340.46, a per capita cost per diem of 21.27 cents, or $77.65 per
annum; a daily increase of 2.06 cents over previous year.

General Expense, ‘(including maintenance, repairs, new cook house,
steam heating, amount paid discharged convicts, officers’ and deputies’
salaries, and every expense incident to the management of the in-
stitution,) aggregate $162,858.64; an excess of $11,805.36 over the
year before.

The gross income for the twelve months was $65,617.16 ; a loss of
$783.87 compared with last year.

)



8 STATE PRISON REPORT.

These results may be summarized as follows :

DR.
b (0 o e B S T R $69,340.46
CEREIBInsEotndral et il $6,922.37
“ NeweGook- House . .1 0oy i 3,020.26
- Bieamiteating. .. oo ik v 9,103.19
R T 19,045 82
Amount paid discharged convicts.................. 1,516.50
Deputies, Salaries................. C R PSRN 63,955.86
LFi s enlbba AL e e A 9,000.00
A e 5B, B4
i CR.
By Eannings, *Piece Prica . *. .. ... ... ... ... $63,634.64
i of @onvicaRae s e L 1,982.52
— 65,617.16
eIt or years BRI 00 £ L L L L AR $ 97,241.48

The slight increase in cost of subsistence is readily accounted for,
as the cost varies from year to year in accordance with the fluctuating
value of commodities, as well as to the necessary changes in diet
deemed from time to time desirable, in which expense is always a
secondary consideration. : :

A glance at the report shows that the general expenses of the Prison
have been largely augmented. This was in consequence of radical
changes and betterments, in the opinion of the Board of Inspectors,
of pressing necessity. A careful examination of the details of this
increased expenditure proves that the additional outlay was wisely
and judiciously made in carrying out the policy of the Board, in-
augurated during the previous year, of .putting the Prison in the
best possible sanitary condition. To do this, necessitated a thorough
change in the system of heating and ventilation. The pres-
ent heating system (owing to new demands constantly made
upon it, and for which it was not designed) had become so
defective and inadequate, as to be almost worthless. It was
also expensive in operation, and utterly lacking of the later
improvements in the modern method of heating. The substi-
tution of the new system involved the almost entire eradi-
cation of the old, costing much time and expense, and from the
necessity of keeping the business of the Prison in constant motion,
much delay. The new system, though still incomplete, already affords
increased comfort and gives promise of material saving in cost of
working. The work has progressed during the summer under the
direction of competent engineers who have, so far as possible, used
convict labor in making the change. Under the same direction, the
east wing has been thoroughly and scientifically ventilated, thereby
remedying, what was long a source of annoyance and danger, the
want of pure air in that portion of the Prison. The number of deaths
(nine for the whole year) would seem to indicate that these improve-
ments had not been entirely barren of result. ;

These explanations will satisfactorily account for largely increased
charge to cost of Repairs.

T =



STATE PRISON REPORT. 9

From time to time the Prison reports have called attention to the
utter inadequacy of present accommodations for the legal and proper
custody of the convicts. While the number of convicts in confine-
ment gradually and steadily increases, the cell room remains the
same. At one period of the past year provision had to be made for
the incarceration of 948 prisoners. As there are but 699 cells, of
necessity, more than one had to be placed ina cell. In the old South
Hall, where there are large cells, as many as four are frequently
locked up together. The moral effect, to say nothing of the danger
of thus grouping criminals together, must be obvious to any one giv-
ing the subject a moment’s consideration. The Courts consign each
prisoner to solitary confinement. Under the existing state of things,
it must be at once apparent that the literal enforcement of this sen-
tence must remain nugatory, so long as the State fails to make proper

rovision for carrying out the mandates of the law. In order, there-
ore, to enable the Keeper to literally obey the law, and to take proper
care and custody of even the present number of prisoners consigned
to his charge, an entire new wing, with provision for 200 cells will
be absolutely necessary.

The second years’ experience in working the prisoners under what
is know as the “ piece price” plan, seems to afford no element of hope
that, either as a revenue measure, or as a preventive of undue com-
petition with honest labor, will it ever be even as potent as the con-
tract system, which it supplanted.

In its practical working, it is but a modification of the 6ld system,
possessing all its evils and none of its advantages. The working of
the convicts is precisely similar under both systems, with the excep-
tion that under “ piece price” the State is responsible for both quantity
and quality of product, whereas, under the old plan, it was responsi-
ble for neither; the contractor assuming that risk.

The real difference in the working of the two systems is best illus-
trated by examination of their respective results. Taking the lowest
price received—fifty cents per diem—under the contract system, and
comparing it with the actual earning—forty and forty-nine hundredths
cents—under the “ piece price,” there is at once apparent a loss of
nineand fifty one hundredths cents on each day’s labor performed,.on a
difference of $14,942.87 on the 157,128 days’ work done during the year.
In thus contrasting the revenue return of the two systems, the more
important fact of increased production under the “ piece price” plan,
whereby the contractor acquires the product at much lessened cost,
has been entirely ignored. Were this taken into consideration the
contrast would be much more marked.

A gerious objection to the new system is that it affords constant
opportunity for contention between the contractor and Supervisor.
Periodically, as the requirements of trade demand, new styles must
be introduced, necessitating new instruction and consequent loss of
valuable time. Prices have to be readjusted and details settled. To
arrange these satisfactorily is an invariable source of dispute, givin,
rise frequently to misunderstandings between the parties intereste
and dissatisfaction with any result that may be ultimately reached.

N.J. STATE LIBRARY
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10 e STATE PRISON REPORT.

All these annoyances were avoided under the old plan. Under that
system the contractor engaged the number of men he needed, varied
his work as frequently as required, accepted the product regardless of
qtl‘lality or quantity, paid the per diem charge, and there was the end
of it. '

The contract system may not be the best that can be devised for
the em‘})loyment of convicts, but it is infinitely superior to the present
method. As existing contracts still have nearly two years to run
there is ample time for the Legislature to consider the matter and to
adopt a more satisfactory plan of employing the prisoners.

T}})le following table gives the names of contractors, quantities of the
several kinds of goods manufactured, average cost, number of days
employed with average earnings, and total amount realized from
products:

.

Per
Quantilty. Cost. Days., |Diem| Am’t,

Dowxs & FINCH, Contractors

224268 6-12 doz. [34.60c. perdoz. | 17577%(44.14c| $7 759 07
88 834 A 21.49 o : g

Laundry.... 712 ¢ 22 873%|36.47 .343 80
Collars—Iuart Maae.... . [149272 4.12 02.80 - 12 51814145.33 674 80
o Button-holed.. | 68106  9-12 ¢ 01.10 4 1,761 {43.03 757 86
Cuffs—Button-holed ..... ..| 16.861 8-12 ¢ 02.93 doz. prs, 1080 145.73 493 98
2 Manufactured..............| 41,187 10-12 ¢ 05.86 5 6,777%/55.58 | 2,412 00

62,588 (40.64 |825441 61
JoHEN B. IREDELL, Cont'r.

04575 - 48 AR SR e 666 dos.
Turns. 09,7474 + 55.74 doz. prs. 11,050%£52,53 | 5,804 96
PowsLL & BRro., Contractor:
HLOBIBTY ctvini, hviiviansimncsnrssse funpuits 76,682 doz. palirs. (13 00 doz, prs, 23,710%5'41.93 9,943 40
Wu. McKN1GHT, Cont'r, '
BoOOTRA: 5SS fetatiasiceseos R 610 pairs. 25.00 per pair,
BIOER 6 - 45 b eotioht doveabis osmoizesy Harte 41,172 ¢ 15.16 . 16676 |40.87 6,366 51
JouN ToBIN & Co.,Cont'r.
Rhirts 18.040 7-12 dogz. {30.00 dos. ;
Pants 5,991 612 84 # 20,542%4/147.92 | 9,845 04
PICKERING & COLESCOTT,
Contractors. .
BBl (A v i iaaiiei dods 8,757 912 gross. |$1.27 per gross. | 19,464 |24.47 4,764 62
CONSOLIDATED BRUSH 3
Brock Co.
Blocks and Veneers............... 16,860 gross. 087 4.196%_34 99 1,468 60

157.128 l4040 263634 64

During the past year, the Keeper, Mr. Patterson, has instituted—
what promises to be an interesting experiment in the reformation of
the prisoner—a night school, to which are admitted all desirous of
instruction. This has been done at no expense to the State, save the
cost of a few books, the teachers being supplied from the more in-
telligent convicts, the school itself being under the direct supervision
of the Keeper. About 150 attend the nightly sessions, arranged in

e RN e s 4 T TS T—



STATE PRISON REPORT. ; 11

four classes, according to their relative intelligence. Great interest
and desire for improvement is already manifested. Their progress
in intellectual culture, and its effect upon their morals and future
conduct, will be watched with keen interest, not only by the officers
of the Prison, but by all having regard for the reformation of the
convict.

The health of the prisoners during the past year has been ex-
ceptionally good, but nine (9) deaths having occurred and those
mostly attributable to pulmonary ailments. The death rate is but
ten (10) in a thousand—a remarkably low average.

There have been no escapes and but one futile attempt to escape.
Punishments have been very few, and only when absolutely necessary
to maintain proper discipline.

The Prison itself is in excellent shape, and when the improvements
now under way are completed, will be in the best possible condition.

My thanks are due to the Keeper, the Board of Inspectors, and
other officers of the Prison, for kind and timely assistance in the
performance of duty.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY L. BUTLER,
Supervisor.






STATISTICS.

Orrice or NEw JERsey STATE Prison,
October 31st, 1887.

To the Honorable the Board of Inspectors:

GenTLEMEN—Herewith please find statistical tables compiled from
the records of this institution for the year ending October 31st, 1887 :

Respectfully,

ROBERT B. BONNEY,
Clerk of Prison.

Number of convicts November 1st, 1886 ... ....coc0vutvniiienninnennn... 948
Received during the year (from Nov. 1, 1886, to "Oct. 31st, 1887, inclusive), 437
1,380

There have been discharged as follows:

By remittance of time (Act April 2,1869). .... ..............ooLl 873
S I SR a 51037 0 e e AR R 8
S b e A SRR AR e 102
LD L nl oo RO ) U b, o S RN DRI R R 9
By orderof U. 8, Bupreme Conrt. . ... .. ..ovueciiuriusiniinasisinesoiy 1
Ut priden SORBRREREIRE oY, L L S R e 12
- 503
Number in confinement October 81st, 1887. ..ottt it 877

TERMS OF SENTENCES.

T SR L PRI B GEAER 7
TR Rt A ae e i s RS L 8
ERWETHNEUNOIY enrs. . b EESMRR B o, ), e D s e v !
MANERIENENEHITR 0. . .« I e U, L L e e I 19
BEBMEBEREVEITR. ... i I L L e R R 2
BRI BRI S o o ot e e L L e e e R 20
PEBERREEMISBATE . . ..ot PR o R 1
IRRERRVRITE: . . ... ..ot L., Cais s ne, U e 4
Tabs e R o e S QRN s e 90
INinCvears and six mOnGHEE 00 L. L L e i
D sy SR L N1 SRR $
(18)
N.J. STATE LIBRARY
P.0. BOX 520

", RENTON, NJ 08625-0520



AT RBIRIEIChy. 1o evs - e SRR L L L e R R £

14 STATE PRISON REPORT.

T e o o e R S G SRR ool e
Soven wearsand six montha,. . ..o L oL R T
SR D0t oo S R i GNP )

Six years and six months......

Bixsyearsens i

Re e e L L

DI EARHTNIEE MODLNA. . ... it 5 i s v s o iR G 0
Four years and four months......... SR N gt et b B SR
Foutyeamit.o oo .. ... RIS B o T Saaa sy 26
B GRR X MONNS -, fosie i oL L L S 14
LIECOSURRTRRN T € Csy | L T e Ve  SE 112
ROy SRR R MOBtIS .. .. . .= oL T o R 24
WD RSN BYE I ONENH . 1. . v 8 s i b e 450 s e S REERE LR 1
Doy AR R HRIARTIHOIIENS,. . (6. 0ty v i v S B s 1
W R R L L i L e R S .- 148
One Y EATRHINEREINONENE. . . . . i el Tl s e e oise SRR 52
Oneyeapaniitiree months. . o, . G omaio, o1 o o e it BHRE T s, L 1
T R O e s s oo i e R L S R S 96
INTERIRIRHHRERE e =) L S L L e SR R 5
N 1 SRR s R S O B 3
BIRSEITOTEITHRSNECRA v, it LU T AR L L VAR B R T 11

ROTINERER S (e ettt st P L ok

(B (o T e e A P S s
Cape May

Essex

877
CRIMES FOR WHICH COMMITTED.

ARSRHIIRLR ey . . .. . S L DRI e o Pk 97
Assault and battery with intentto kill....... ..ot 17
AssSGlPAdRERIEERy and robbery.. i L L T b
Assuult and battery with intenttorob............... ... 0.l Bt e 1
AtrgeimEEFIFand battery. © ..ol 0L, 0l RN O 48
Assault and battery with intent torape............. ... oL 15
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Attempt at ol DErEEEE e . Jhr b SEER R R R 2
Attenipt to CODMIBAPE N Sl . o oo v e s sl SRR O 3
Assamlt o e s . LR B S T 3
Assanlt and larceny from theperson .................. ........ HRBALE e 4
Assault and battery onanofficer..........oociii i 8
Assault and battery and breaking................... iy - e 3
AEsnnltiand battery with ntent.. ... ... ... .0t Rl Uio L L L 7
BEEEIBIILO BRCApe... - .. T e TR e T 1
. . i R L e e B 9
1 s T RN ) CREMNE 5 L L e R A e 37
ISR O dientering R L DL L L T S e L L L O 36
Breaking, entering and larceny ................ I el ea s L 64
EREREEwith - intent it e Lo el esiiee e [ e LR 32
b R A L L RS e o e e TR 10
Bkl and assault withiantent.. ... ...... o iiiis i o oL L e ]
Breaking and entering and breaking jail ........ it R L 3
IEGinos s, L SRR L L LR e e e e 3
Breaking into post office and stealing stamps . ...........oooiiiiiiii 4
Breaking, acsault and battery and escape................ol,L 2
BRI entering. ete BonsBuuonl U0, L L. L L e e e R 71
Breaking and entering and assault and battery.......... ... ... .. .. ..., 2
Cau~ing miscarriage ............. e e e RNy ot S il
SRl barelars’ tools withiintent..........0. vl oL o 2
L e AR s R e A R 4
PUEDEEERL Tiouse. . .. i, i o o iy e SRR e 4
Entering and larceny...... oo R R 14
b b TS s R e R b
B2 e ment, forgerviielo i c .t o . L e s e R .
L G SRR R R et 3
[ifitening with intenttoiateals .. .. .... ... 0ici doan s TS R 3
Fetening railway car ARG IAFCONY . ... ...ovi v ohiinfon it ot a T 1
g O RN i o G GRS R 7
B . TR e 15
ISEERE R e fiagn: . . o R L e S s 5
Bsntinlent useof themmilice.c: .. 0. ... o0 0o a0 s e 2
B TEISCRIIV. . .. o et (L, i s O 54
Having burglar’s tools in possession.........................00s M 1
Having in possession counterfeit U. 8. obligations............ ot e 3
LU T e S Re sy e s T RSO I S S SRR 2
R NETO DY . i B B L e s R 9
MR GI Ting: .. . 0 aiia . R e e e T s R 1
JRUNGRLR R ... st B T LS s 5
Lz e IR 5 O 1
R iSorderly hoUaBEAE s 0. (. oou s v 1
IERSEREI I R T L i o )
IR AT fecBIVITES . oL i et e 2
INEY R fra s thie POXEDI. Sl -t L e 31
b Sa R L R R 53
el SRS TR T e G SR 29
e Er second depree.. (DRIt L oL L il v o i sy TR SRS 9
Lo e ot R S S S E S R 9
LT i o ASRRERERR R 10 S R S (G SR 1
Sl i e R S R S R L 1
NHICIONS maischiel . c el et c L L e e e 8
e e Wwdness; .. NEEEEIE UL b e 3
Obstructing R. R. train, assault and battery............ ... i 1
Obtaining money under false pretenses..........co.coviiiimiieieniinn... 3
Passing counterfeit U. 8. obligations and securities......................... 1
BRGlsh e fitlse gtatem@nE el - e L. L D s A e i
BNl contiterfeib cotieail B Vo o0o L rnin it L L i R 18
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LT B e A ¢k EC NI 1
RSO NOLERGIDINONLY . - . . . vcibiteenohs oo o oo s PR 2
IECHI NI 0 | . et L e s BRI 1
BREGHRIYERGhEE S 50 L e e e e SR S e 3
ST 0 G o SRR e G g S 2
T DL = b s e o SR e Sl G e 8
LT L o p e R R ¢ B o e 19
Resisting officer and assault and battery...............cocoiei i, 7
BADE RN MIRBRO G I RTANT - . . . oo fegiinied Ui o ey FiR T RS e e 2
Receiving stolen goods.....................oolil BRI g e 2
Rage ONSAIHHRIERIRIYa Of AZ0, ... io it i oiue s oot AN L 1
TN N RS B SR o 1
ReceiS RN RGRIREE Y. . . . ... e e e R fpieicls 1
e R s R R 1
B . e 2
LRI oo D r i SORMPIRRICREE S T §E e i, ekt el RN e S 8
Setinp R NEINEEING ... . .. ot teT rLL  DeERR  T 1
SendiigsthreRisningdetiers . ... .ot ehbo 0. oo c candiRER R 1
Sending obscene matter through the mail...................o..oiiiiits, 1
Sending indecent letter......................... PRS- e 1
AR S el 1] e PRI s S PR G 1
BT ] 1) TSP R L SR BRI L SO 1
877
PLACES OF NATIVITY.
New JErFRBVEESE 0 b .. L PRI s A 343
New NaRRRERIEI n. - ... v R R
Pennsylvania
Varpiri s . .
W Vet L e e e o SIS G
DelaWhra N Tl e PO Co L o R R S
Marylamdr s e s e
ORGSR L G A e R e RN EI S G o
Massachusetts
Vermontic SRR . Ll e e et OO S
@O0, % s R i iy biaie o0 3 Te o o o ane s SR PR 0 i
B NI ek e R R
AR R L o R
EonnecionE SR L o Lt o R
Michigan :
California
Louisiana
Georgia . . :
INBISSOTIEL. <o i G e s R o
Wlorida s O IR s e e s AT )
HEBTTITERY . o R T i e ok ol SR
Soubtl Carolna A T U e R 2
NorER=CATOINAG S . . Ll e L AR e 2
DT e S e o G C R R e S 1
RHBROIR S e R
Atlantic Ocean :
GANMER o0 o S s i e R
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Honorable Board of Inspectors of the New Jersey State Prison.

GENTLEMEN ;—Permit me to submit this, my yearly report of the
New Jersey State Prison for the year ending October 31st, 1887.

We have been mostly exempt from the prevalence of acute diseases,
have had but few cases of diarrheea, dysentery and malaria, all of
which yielded readily to treatment.

During the year we have had nine deaths, eight from phthisis,
acute and chronic, one from intussusception.

In looking over the records I find this to be the smallest death-rate
since 1877.

Nine unmanageable insane convicts were transferred to the asylums,
seven males and two females. It is very desirable that a suitable
building be erected for the proper detention and safe-keeping of the
same.

The ventilation of the prison has been greatly improved during
the past year, and I now consider the sanitary condition good, with
the exception of the unhealthy bucket system of the west wing
which should be abolished, as their use necessarily vitiates the at-
mosphere of this wing:

With regard to the diet, good, healthy, nutritious food is given in
sufficient quantity.

I desire to call your attention to the hospital, which is entirely too
small for our increasing population, and would respectfully recom-
mend the erection of a hospital within the prison walls, but separate
from the general prison.

For the courtesies accorded me by your board, as well as by the
Principal Keeper and his deputies, I am duly grateful.

Respectfully submitted,
R. C. HUTCHINSON,
Physician.

(19)






MORAL INSTRUCTOR'S REPORT.

New JErsEY STATE PRIBON,
! October 31st, 1887
To His Enxcellency the Governor :

Sir:—Another official year has passed, and as we hope and be-
lieve, a year of progress in the several departments of prison service.

Changes have been inaugurated in the methods of guarding the
walls at night, and of feeding the prisoners in the day, all of which
are believed to be in the interest of good order and security. I may
also be permitted, in passing, to refer to, and emphasize with special
commendation (as it is constantly brought to my notice in visits to
the Hospital), the relief from suffering, and very great abridge-
ment of the death-rate, through a newly introduced method of treat-
ing the prevalent mortal disease of the prison. By these changes,
however, the moral condition of the prisoners is affected only in an
indirect way, and a detailed statement properly belongs to the In-
spector’s ‘report, and that of our skillful and painstaking Physician.

I am gratified, however, to report that the present Keeper has
taken a decided step in advance in his efforts to improve the moral
tone of the prison. A vacated room has been fitted up with desks,
and a night school maintained four evenings in the week for the
“illiterates,” taught by educated prisoners who volunteered for the
work, and who could be trusted to perform the duties in a manner
consistent with the discipline of the institution. The number of
scholars has been about 120, divided into four classes, each class num-
bering about 30, as many as could be comfortably accommodated in
the room at one time. All have learned well, and some have made
marked progress. The privilege of attending the school is greatly
prized, and becomes an incentive to good behaviour elsewhere, as this
18 an invariable condition of attendance. With equal pleasure I
would record the fact that the excellent ladies who preside over the
female department, not only supply,in a private way, similar advan-
tages to the women, but in a regularly conducted Sunday-schocl, in
an unsectarian way, teach the principles of the Christian religion, as
contained in the Scriptures.

These means of moral elevation are in addition to those heretofore
in operation, namely, the regular chapel services on Sabbath morn-
ing, both Catholic and Protestant, the voluntarz preaching service in
the afternoon by ministers of the city in turn, the weekly visits of the
ladies of the Women’s Christian Union, and the Catholic Sisters to the

(1)
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hospitals, and personal ministrations by the Chaplain and clergymen
of different denominations, when their services are specially asked
for by individuals or voluntarily offered. Thus all available appli-
ances of a moral or religious character seek to instruct, elevate and
comfort the men and women of all nationalities, languages, colors and
creeds within the walls. Yet still more might be done, for the field
is a broad and tangled wilderness, constantly shifting in its material,
aspect and condition.

Among the improvements which might be made, and which the
State alone can make, may be mentioned, (1) Increase in the number
of the cells, which would obviate the necessity of confining so many
in one room, to their obvious deterioration in morality, as well as in
violation of law ; (2) The building of a chapel, which would furnish
at the same time, incidentally, better school accommodations; (3)
And this, now, as Librarian, I must urge: An appropriation for an ad-
dition to the library, or rather a new one, for the present has been
repaired, and added to with poor material and patched and re-
patched, until, like the “ One Horse Shay,” it will presently drop to
pieces altogether. The former appropriation of $500, made by the
Legislature more than 10 years since, has been economically em-
ployed, and the last remnant of it was used more than a \year since,
in providing a nucleus for a separate and much-needed library for the
women. .

The circulation of books thus far has only been maintained by the
casual additions of magazines and papers, gratuitously contributed
from time to time, and gathered up from different sources, and bound
in the prison itself. It must soon, however, virtually cease, unless
the Legislature comes to our aid with a timely largess.

All which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN M. ROGERS,
Moral Instructor.



BALANCE SHEET FROM NOVEMBER 1st, 1886 TO OCTOBER 31st, 1887.

TRIAL BALANCE., PROFIT AND LOSS. STOCK. REAL,
LEDGER TITLES. INVENTORY.
DE. CR. DRr. CR. Dr. CR. DR. CR.

Btock ......... Pl . A 81 R B | RO, | MR $32,188 20 3,074 09 |.......cneneenn
Bedding §4,470 36 |.... $3.074 08 $1,396 27 1472 77 |.
Discharged Uonvicts® Clothing.. ...... 2,816 01 1472 77 Vi Ly e | P VE R B S 48 56 |.
Tobacco 1,258 48 56 1,210 19 382 35 |,
Hospital 3,642 10 332 85 3,309 75 43 00
Forage. 643 66 43 00 600 66 10,763 65
Furniture 12,585 68 10,763 65 1,822 03 800 00
Live Stock 825 00 800 00 25 00 28 00
Stationery 116 10 28 00 88 10 92 50
Fuel 9,238 44 92 50 9,145 94 7 50
Convict Stationery... 53 28 7 50 45 78 1. 327 51
Subsistence 34,166 36 327 61 it o EARORRRR | (Sl L PSR | e

ght ...... 243 72 243 72 |,
Gas Light ,050 31 1,693 21 |.
-Clothing 451 13 6,721 82 |.
Miscellaneous........ ,601 44 2,691 44 |.
Repairs . . 922 37 6,922 37 |.
New Cook House..... 26 8,020 26 |.
Steam Heating .. 19 9,103 19
Piece Price Syste!
Convict Labor
State of New Je
Water........ B R | T G e | e L SR T PR
Accounts Receivable.....coveenne s

1'§118,647 89 18118547 89 $23,876 84
" Lona.............. .
I i
9,419 08 9,419 08
$32,188 20 ' $32,188 20 || $30,161 61 ' §30,161 61
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