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New Jersey’s Memorial Day Ceremony will be held at the Brigadier General 
William C. Doyle Veterans Memorial Cemetery at 10:30 a.m., May 26.
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Spc. Gregory Hipps, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, Joint Force 
Headquarters, New Jersey National Guard, 

(U.S. Army photo by Spc. Robert Neill, 

Guard addresses New Jersey National Guard 

ture. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Sherwood Good
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PRINCETON, N.J. – The change in scenario for most ser-
vice members returning to civilian life after military service 
- especially following deployments to a combat zone - can be 
abrupt and unnerving. There are plenty of tasks to complete 
and a host of challenges to address. Among these is a very for-

wounded hero that has come home.
To assist veterans and spouses in the New York/New Jersey 

-
ment as they return to civilian life, Don Graff Automotive Con-
sulting is hosting the “Hiring Heroes Automotive Employment 

The event will provide attending veterans the opportunity to 
interview with representatives from local automobile dealers, 
or locations that are part of large dealer groups in the metro-
politan area. Parts and service retailers AutoZone and STS Tire 

-

and DeVry University will also be represented.
Kosi Marrero from TomorrowsWorkplace.org will be the fea-

-
plain the VOW to Hire Heroes employer tax credit and how to 

-
partment of Military and Veterans Affairs is scheduled to also at-

Veterans and family members of veterans who are seek-
ing employment opportunities may register online and submit 
resumes prior to the event at www.dongraffautomotive.com/
hiring-our-heroes.

-
www.dongraffauto-

motive.com
Resources” menus)

The event will be held at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel and 
Conference Center, 180 Route 17 South, Mahwah, N.J.

New Jersey Army National Guard, during a change 

. 

http://www.dongraffautomotive.com/hiring-our-heroes
http://www.dongraffautomotive.com/hiring-our-heroes
http://www.dongraffautomotive.com
http://www.dongraffautomotive.com
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.456728141010706.124647.245085018841687&type=1
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New Jersey National Guard Soldiers and Airmen participate in 

. (U.S. Air Force photo by 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.359452704110712.94487.185017611554223&type=1
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DMAVA Highlights is published weekly by the Public Affairs Of-

The views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 

.

New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans Affairs

Brig. Gen. James J. Grant – Director, Joint Staff 
Raymond Zawacki – Deputy Commissioner for Veterans Affairs

Army Staff Sgt. Wayne Woolley – Public Affairs Specialist

108th Wing welcomes new commander
JOINT BASE MCGUIRE-DIX-

LAKEHURST, N.J.
Stratotanker at their backs, the Airmen 
from the 108th Wing stood at attention 
inside Hangar 33-33 here May 20, as Col. 
Kevin J. Keehn assumed command of the 
108th Wing, New Jersey Air National 

 
Jersey Air National Guard commander, dur-
ing a Change of Command ceremony here 
in front of his wife, Connie, and children.

He would not be where he is today 
without the support of his family, said 
Keehn. “Thank you for having my back.”

Cunniff, the outgoing commander, 
also thanked his family for their support 
and thanked the Airmen of the Wing for 
their loyalty and support while he was 
the commander. 

“You are the best Airmen in the Air 

as commander much easier”. 
Cunniff was recently appointed the Ad-

-

Airmen of the New Jersey National Guard. 
A change of command is a military 

tradition that represents a formal trans-
fer of authority and responsibility for 
a unit from one commanding officer to 
another. The passing of unit colors and 
standards from an outgoing to an incom-
ing commander ensures that the unit and 
its Airmen are never without official 
leadership.  Additionally, it signifies a 
continuation of trust and an allegiance of 
the Airmen to their unit’s commander. 

The 108th Wing is an Air National 

are the result of the consolidation of two 
outstanding organizations; one with a 

rich tradition of fighter operations, and 
the other with a distinguished back-
ground in airlift and air refueling. The 
two units merged in 1993 with a vision of 
becoming “America’s best air refueling 
wing.” The new 108th Wing overcame 
many obstacles and reorganizations as 

Air National Guard. The federal mission 
of the 108th Wing is to provide rapid 
global airpower to support both Air Mo-

Operations Command. In addition, the 
Wing deploys expeditionary forces in 
support of worldwide combat, contin-
gency and humanitarian efforts.  Their 

state mission is to support the governor 
of New Jersey in disaster or domestic 
emergency response situations. 

The Wing performs air refueling and 
airlift missions supporting U.S. and co-
alition contingency operations. In addi-
tion, the Wing provides dedicated rapid 
response airlift to the Department of De-
fense in support of United States govern-
ment crisis response events abroad and 
domestically. 

Since 9/11, the 108th Wing has de-
ployed Airmen around the globe in sup-


