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The 'Jllpreceaen t.ed expenditures f o:r'" reltef i n New Jersey 

si.nc.e the inception of t,he :Smergency Relief" A.:iminlstrat~ion ha"re 

to fLnd suc h a ple..n. ~ the 8tte,~ge -:ri:.lon is freqn.entl.,Y marie t.h~::.; .. t the 

obtain Thib method ie knovm 

systew,. 

To plunge hur.ri edly ~n to t he operation of f.Jomml searles 

·on the s trez!g th of the :Lr a pparent a. dva11 ta.ge s of whu le eale buying 

a;ncl d:u.-·ect d..t e.trl bution of relief oommoclit ie s :ts not~ ~Nl se ~ Only 

by .ref J.e c t111.g upon all factor a af fee ti.ng thelr s i tuFhLion '?an · re~ 

lit:;f Hf'_enc-ies hope to fu.nction effectively 

StlC:-h. reflection reveal s danberous soc ial a.n.d 

. ------

D~;r:i :ng ~.~b_P pl ese::\t ec · nomic erJ.si.s l t he bulk of r elie f 

i e needed by per"sons h:i. t.herto e.ble to prov ide their o wn li ·v·elihood 
t 

a.g.~in be e;.ble t.o do so ~1.en good t.1me s r eturn 7 .. f 

_ Pr~o"longec1 dependet1cy is likely to follo\'Q unadYisad interference 

~vi th f~11 ily habits, . 

Rellef cannot be safely effectlve for loNg unless it is 
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·I 

trf:cr, ·~lpon t,L,: :r·:~Ci;.'~e.~·~;:.. r .: ~ r(::l:t cf; ar~d. that the pe riod .)f 
_.-::- . 

de pender~cy the use of the commissary . As a 

result J 

t 

A number of New Jersey munloipal:tties have experimented. 

v1ith commissaries, both duri ng the period in .. vd.J.ich the Ernergenc.y 
~ 

Relief Admi.nl stra.tiori bas been in existence, and in e.arl1er years. 

-2-
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3 •. -JB.!l( · 

operation and effect of commissarie s were studied in twelve New 

~r e:rsey ccmn.rc·ni ties where t.hi H m.e tho d. ;;)f rel t ef g:i. ":-~.ng wae the~~ · 

qual:!. ty of food given> and the ger;.Gral eh ~ra,c.~ter o f reli 3f serv .... ce 

in these commissar';" corr ... munitles., Based upon observat:ton of these 

commi saa.rle ~ fiuring the ls..st thr'ee mo!·.ithe of 19_?2, 
" . "";. ~) "'c.ne e oncJ..USlons 

of the Administration upon tt).e su'bje".:t ma~·,r brlefl~/ b::: atatea. as 

-f' 0llo WS ~ 

--'--

That · the comml ssary system affords no a6.vt:!nt ages not 
oth.13rwi se obtainable ar./:. may br; aD(~ c f-ten i ~3 dfltr:tment.al 
to the well-being o.f the relief reci p:Lents a.r1d to the 
commun i t · at 1 ru ... .::;_e c 

Th:i s concl.u slcH1 is b e..sed upon the fi!. ~.dlng a ~-'if tr£· st~_c1y , 

The quantity e.nd vari et,y of food being oJ_ stri bu ted. 
through the commissaries j s often tnadequate to meet 
t,l: e needs of the famillra s being a.i.de d;i pa:r:·t.:tcularly when 
th.e number of p-Arsons pe:r famil;r 1. e i.n excess of five --. 

·rhe cost of f ood, as dis-t ributed t hrough the con!nl ssary 
except under "Unu sua l and lsolated Conditions , is bu t 
slightly under normal retail co st e 
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P:.:.· c -~ 1~:~ €'1'1 t F n f rt: 1 i r~:: t ~ : I·'-,;, k i :_ · t>:: ;;_ :.;:·.lil! \ s 3 <:. ..--· ] .. :t :·· e t. ~r:: 
:.. or rr~1icf ~ 

r::~~::, t~J.~J~ec~ed r:~~-":,~1:i t;s c~.,t'lt~:.~ :~ :;f/.~-:~-··i~~ ~~ (::~:~-~~:: .:·:. ... 
·: -:; ·t l1 e g~~ .r ~; .::;i_;. c> f~ ~L ~·~ t-. :~e ~1 ::c."'. ! ~} fr_: ·-' ~s c0~ J .. ,: \-· ~\~ :.~~~ f- ~: 

'~!_] £~~-i~;,..·-~-~-":" ~~,~, -::.~:)~":1. __ ·:t~·~·: 
v·~·· i 8~ {~) "t.• t, £t i !1 a i~ ]. e .~:,: ·,~ {t 

:. t ( 1 >.tc·rt s tJ:J. e:1 r.c Gf 

i ~- ,) -:-'.::lb.Cl n i; 1~ .. : t.:·,c c: .·: :..!.-.:::;~;~. ~-.!.· ~·: 

frc.m :1orme.l ·~~(ls.r:.:·. :·~~. r~ 

furthe:r- t 0 :.:;lgri fy its po si ti en C· 

a.dmin ie te •. :·ed 

A ~­
.t"'•v 

-=-

.....,. ,.· . ...:. .. 

....L-

In rntll.1 ..... 

plc..~e s, t.;he c o-::mi1i s s s.ry iltf: .> ·be· an i:Lpr.~J\"e :ne.n . c Y~l"' eT..i ~1 tin,'; sto1 ·~· 

ord.e:::" s uch inst~~.nce n, 

-11'_,..... , ... '""'\ '\ .... 't 

.._.; I~ ...... .-~"""-··~ ... -

SGate Department of Agriculture Extensi t n Service a r' C. the A·:;ri 

cultural Experime nt Station. It wt.ta founo. by the se experts -~la·~ ~ 
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Minimum Calories 
Requirec to !·,j!aintaln 
~.ormal Actl ri ties 
for One Week as Cal­
culated by U. S.Dept e 
of Agri c:ulture: 

T·::>wn "A" 

IIBU 

fl f"' \1 
I . '.J _.-._,-. 

r- t ·'\ 

1\E!i 

II 'rF11 

"G" 
a E n 

II ur'' 

"'J'l\ 

"K" 
It "L" 

~'c. I"!~ • ·· (::: .:• '' ~ ' R 1· "· ' .· - .... u ~1. "- '·1 •• • ~- j 

Thr ee Persons Five Persons Se~.!l Pers ns 

;J:~_,d::o e3o ..rO '~ 1C9~750 

l+~ , 00 g3 , 500 12~ 690 .,. •"' 
4$ ,600 70,000 lO:>,OOC 
~ . .-... ·~,...')I"' 

?OiC':JO of. f"500 "-t ! ,l...· IU ~- ... s -

S·O, 000 (5g _. 000 96 5 0 i r 

50,000 71~000 87 , 000 

\ -.; o QOO 
t 

60J 00 6o, c --,o 

5J.' 700 77~000 82j700 

1~7 I 000 70,000 75;000 

f 
60»000 93y000 
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pe .ni 

c,.... • • , • 
.;. ..... ·- ~ .... 

....
-, ~ ~ I ~ 1 . c· -. v .; . ' 'i--..e· ,, ... ,-. , •. , , ·n~ t .:. '~""' '=' , .• 

-~ .... -4...4. .. - "' Y v ,_. · • .. .. .... "·'.. .. • '"' , .,.'lo..,, - \.. 

' 

Siu.J J..srly ~ 

~ne r~cords kept do n · ~ 

'I .tl·~- s 

of op f; a-t.~ .n.g the prem1 ss s v.i t.h no way of alloc~~ t.lng a pr per s'1 re 

pe ... d~tures does not ·!ean that the servi~e v;as not rendered 
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t 
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. ~:MPARISON OF COSTS_.r·~ NE_Y!_2~EY_QOUMISSARIES 

m1 ,..W.'"'. 11 :1 11 
--..'::~::.. .. .:e 

I~erchttnd l. f.::e ~,... r-"' . ,. ~ ; ::' ; .J .. d,;. j\) 

Salar:i ea ar.;.a 
·.va.ge s 

Rent 

FreiS[).t ano 
:-tau liir:::· ") 

elephc,ne 

Light ; HE· at 
-·-v1 ,·rs.ter 

St.tppli e s e .. n J 
Equipment 

Other 

Total 
~ 

Supolement.ary 
Relief (Th ru. 

.!!erc.hant. s) 

GRAND TGTaL 

15(). S3 

( "' ..... ) ·.' 

~i. ...,.!; 

•.-.: ... -~ :~ 

_, "!' 9 /A 

2-- , 2·-. 

:S 5 c 75-l , )tC1 

~~ ~~ 
'1t' ' .. '.· 

f""'((~ .~ · •• _, ...... 

\t~c: 

.-~ 

_ : ..1 

20 

Oc_~ :J bot' 19 :J2 

rr,. · ,;~;n nB\t 
~-~~~-~~<·~-< 

To v 1 11 C :i T ') 1;7n u D ~~ '£ o ·.v.n. ~~ E n · ~'r ~......... 11 .,..,,.s 
_..:'=-~--.-: .t• .!..' " 

_,..,.... 

'*' --; ?,lh,l1 

·;~ /.' cf ..-.. tJ_ 
...;vu ~;::j • 

l 'T~~~ ~ ,; ~ (; 

~ ~ ~ 5~) 

5C) p 7 ~~ 

:t4 ·z')h. 27 ~ 
'-I? '.-·- . ,, ...... "i' 

\ I 
J :~5< 00 

32¢50 

8, 00 

s,oo .. _____ _ 

~ .;~ :;.r: ·:J 
""lw-' ~ ,) • .. '-

Al>n bS; i. ~ -~ ~ ~ .~ 

~>9 ~;l /! ....... 0' ~ -';;: ~ 
"'lf•s- ··7 ., ..,·..) ...... 

r-. t!.1 ~-, ' '\.Lt $1 _,_.., I, 
'- ..... _. ·""" . "'· ..... \ 

,../...- ~ 

----
667" 3·3 ~1 -::· f=',Q 

\;;.: ) ,' _,:,.~ 59 t2 ? ;_~6:) ,, ?2A:-

?t'"OO l;;::;- 00 j_Ct3 ~ ~~ c~ 

cO,. r;ci 2.: .oo l5 ~ ('(!. 

J:S.o? 

~ • ..:_,~C) 
._. :;, .;' 

12 .. 02 

1~00 
... .. , ,. .. 
•. ' ' r' .... ......., ....... .._ 

5 ' l+::J 

~?~ ~~ t0 -1~9 ~~ ~~ 
t...,i ._ - ·' ..,/C.. '::C. I ~ c.;. • : J.. •,~ '-· 

I I 
7_~ '·'-!.f. 

.;. ,···· 
C..:· 

'A ~ ~r.. ., , .. 7} 
"'- 9 c.;. ... ~9' . l.~ lt ~ ,..., ,, ,_,,· 

Q .::} :·. • ( .... , 

Per~ s~ta~a Ove· 
head ·- :~7?~ 7rt:. 

' / .. ::.· 72% t;;7. ~ · ?<;;> 
._ _, ~ ..,. ,,, . s -6 -~. ;.7:- ~~ ~ :l~ )fiJ 

0 -•-' c4- v1 
() 

cr· 
(i,) ~ .! ,_, 

r' 

~~ 

~-1 f~ 
\ l) •T 
\'! 
i\ ~ A< 

i . 

j-1 

P'' ,--... 
~n 

!-- •, 

2 ,,. 
:;~. ,I 

r;, c·! 
... ~ 

; .. lt c: 
).:: r.~ 

j •.. J i· 
~-~ ~..:.··· 
., ...... 

' 
' 1 ~T 

.. . · 
,. 
tn 

,.,, ~~ 

" I 

,.) • I) 
{ ., ; ..•. , 

{. 

f-1· ( 

r:~ 

(.) ~~· 
() tn 

~ :!.) 
Sl' p1 ~- ! 

J . · . ., . -~ ... .... , 
'b 0 
p, 0 

{!; 
r-'· =-~ t--..,• m 

...-3 0· 
~l - t~ 
e ' ~ 

.. .... !---;, 
(1) I·· 

.... ~ -
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' CQ 
i 

Merchandi se 

Salar ies and 
Wages 

Rent 

Freight and 
Haulage 

Telephone 

Light., Heat 
a.nd Water 

Su.ppll. e s and 
Equlpment 

Other 

T9tal 

Supplementary 
Relief ( 'I'hr1J 
Merchan·~ s) 

GRA0TD TOTAL 

Pe!-·c erJ ta68 
r""' . ' "' vvernl3aa. 

TABLE 2 CContinued) 

COMPARISON OF COSTS IN NEW JERSEY COMMISSARIES 
• ~""'-=:') 

October, 1932 

T .:__} -~~-n e~ :J r; Town ~ 1 H 1~ To •Nn~1•s rnti urn 1t T e• 
~ i~.~ (..-

$1;254 .. 6$ ~ l j 6 2~ -~~ ' 10 ~, ~·- ~~ A3 76Q ~9 ·i!l.J.. ; ry'l- · f " :;: C:: ,.;:ll 1 :; ) ..-- " .i ~ 

337 ~95 253~70 29-o70 

6'" () tl ....... 

2 .. 25 

Jf, "\ _,. "!"'\ ..-~ ~l c;!,-..7 ~(~ 
~~-i~i b'J\.J-: . :::'~ . ..; ... jo~ ~ .~fu rt:1 :::rr7 0....., 

'1" -'... 5 '- ' l , ~ C. C:. 

~OGOO 

:ft. 'i ~ r'\r, ':11 
~ ... J •.,) c.v ~ -" Q 

,-)r...,. ry;,.1 
.::.. ( • C-Ji' 

125"00 

~~ ~~n dQ $1 ~o~ "2 ¢~,6~{.6 . ,0 ~~~ 

15 1~% l ?ct. ' / v 

194 ~ i16 

!• ·- ,..,..., r-..,~-
~) _l ;Jl)4 ~ -~~ 

___ 1.._3~ 

d_.\2 c "'-£:: ~~l 
tiP ~ uS:J...; .. v 4 r 

c; r:_r"'f(il' 
.... ~ ....1 l /c;l 

m.... -~~~ 

$ 137 .. 19 

-.:;.; h.l 
-----.:J"~r~.oo:-

~ 

·~ l -l~U .. 7J 

~ 
lt' 1.~4;~~ ~ 70 

~' 6% 

Town nLM 
~rr--a.-·~ 

'~ 
·7 127., ll-l 

1~ (JC' 

~.,....__..·-----......-:..-. 

,f,> 
·~-r 

).:. 

·~) 

~~26" l.f.l 

l~~~~ ~ 1~l 

.• v_r a/ 
~ .. ;-: tJ ;b 
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(Ali.c:wance i :;.:"' On e ·.v~~ek 1'~- r £':.;ur .:.;.~c.r·~.:. ·,L s t-.:t...:.lu~:J..l: . .:~. ;;··:.:.~.:c. ~ !~:t.:.. \ 

e xcept •:~he r e ~: te d.) 

_lliun i ci pa.l i ty 

To ~,n tt A" r ., ' ,~, 

n li B U ( , ... ' 
~ ) 

~ lt C a~ 

u t¥Drl 

'' ~~ 'S ~\ 

~~ " F H 

Jl ';Gu 

•I •tu~ 
J. ... 

:l : ~ J: ij6 

I! H .,. ,~ 

t,;· 

!~ ., ~;' ii 
:..\. 

tf nLn 

(1) 

( 2) 

,.. ~. .. ,. 

C....¢ ._r;) 
~- .~~-

Q OC'J 

2 .31 

.. 17 

R.et ail 
C·:> rt. - -

2 . 66 

.,Cj 

'-19 

26 

O£tC .. -... c ek i s allcwan~e fo r five p er c :1r1 
:.11 ct 1 L~ ~~ins. fl·~.· j d '.t~.:~ J k 

we ek i s ~llowane e 
'\. 

Am\) n t ir ~ e :(,::cJ:., c :.:: ·~-;-~.:til c out. , 
\ . 
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.... ·I"" ,. ~ 
_..., • .,:.... ' :.,.4- .............. , ..: .L.:t 

. l ,. 
J." 

i. · .. , '· 

· •. J. tl.' '· ~ 

~ .,. ..... 

charged on 

c::... ( -~ :::-hal.n 0, 

'-

Th: 

\ 

""o; ... c; ttc;"B have m <.=I.e- these local re:.t......l !)rlces or:: the ~t: ..... ~les 

ip. que~~tog_ sl) ~ntl~· lC 1Ner tt~an in the surrounding area. . 
. . ....._ I 
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Ir1 TC\ rn r:: ~~ s j" !I t' 11
. and 11 H~~ the S[:?.Vin . 8 I all reported at 

earle s have ha.rHilel'].. chea.pe r grades of ;.nerchandi se t.~a.n these on 

\ hlch our r ,tai. 1 prices h.a.ve been based c. Merchant.s have as .... '!~J.:red 

us that if Et comparable qual.i ty of mer..JhcJ..nd.ise ls sp ecif~i..::d. on 

re·l:i.ef order.:::, corr·c.s p,)nding reductions in ret.a.il prices coulo. 

This i s llkely to be a false 

economy because rnan :r of t,he i terns obtained in bulK reqlJ,ire adde,Q. 

, expenditures to make them usable., Tests by home economists mve 

' revealed that so-called '~quick'~ oatmeal, <?Osting from thrf!e and. 

one-half to five cen.ts per pounc._, and takin g three minut.es to 

~ __ cook; is actually more economical than bulk oatmeal c oeting from , .. 

one t o thr·ee c ents per· pound.i' but tal{ing from thi rt.y to f orty:-

five mi.nutes to pr\:::pare.. These tests assur.1e the use of gas as a . 

fuel. If a eo (:l(l range ts used in wh:tch a continuous fire is ltept ~ 

there ·1. s no 
~~ 

advantage other t :.t.an convenience in using the tlqu:lck" 

cereal, Srrrall size pr-tin.es available at low cost also provide a 

·hlghly debat.e.ble economy because of the larger proportion of 

inedible material (oits) to the pound~ • 

Town "G 11 did not l ook f ,::;r economy ;g11.en established 

its c omn:tssar :y·., · He:: .. e a substantial pre:n1.t.u:: over retail p:L:ice s i~ 

Pal.~ f) 1'='.~. ·~ a• .. l ;.. 'r_":; ·""' f', th' "' ~)' l "Ar> ,1._ 0 "" in"' . ill 6 .~,- h0 A .... ........ .;.. .... ·-:::: - . '_,. . . t:. .1: .... ?- '"' J ;;A· ~ .:.t:;:, lt •. ..~.. ~ 0 

In ~rovrn s "I" and nr}~ the saving is due to the elimina·-
'I 

tion / of overh.ee.c1 by the donation of space at!d the use of volunte?r· 

labor~ It is not expected that this arrangement can be continued 
~ 

ind.efini tely .. 
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figure was substant.ial1~_'l in exce:::. R of t~1e fc.:r-rner\ t _,~_e logical 

commissary worke rr:: ar-c-; wi t, l1holdlng f:.r·om clients ~rtio lee to 

creditable to the eommi ssar·y .. 

Policies ru~~~qosts 

Furthermore, if the commissaries were t o pa:f $2 .. 50 per 

the services of the men V'ho now perform work i n exchange 

the en t:lr e r e p~ rt.ed e eonomy of ee -7e:r·al corum1. ssa:r:-ie s 

uld be eliminated. (Table 4) This ls not. a valid use for su.ch 

The principle on which the State Em€rgenc y Reltef Admin~ 

reeipient 8 to perfo::en work in return f or 

relief as surne s that no proJects va 11 be un.dertaken wh i ch de:pri ~~:-e 

~ men now working --o-f their livelihood. It i s obviouE that the 

transfer of · t~he food pu~cha. ee s of from f l ve to twen t,y· per cent o: 

the population. from retail grocers to a commissa.!"'J doe s tend t o 

curtail employment. i n retail stores .. 

·-13-
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·J:ABLE 4 

VALUE OF SEHVICES CONT:RIBUrrED 
mo co f,~!M" SSARIE ... BY , ... liRK ="'R R~- _'11'.,.... T '\ ~1'\R .. 10NTHLY -..t. tu~.:.J... . S .11... . -~ u ... - • ...;JLJ..._,_.l -t~...bv ;. 

Uen 
E:nplo:·.le '~- Tc. t E~l 
Daily - Days 

Town nAn 2 52 130 ~u--

II "Btt 21 546 l, :Yt:5 .. oo 
,. , "C" S-6 2.-, .::. .:;5 .00 

"D" ,., 4t5 c:. 12o .o· 

"E" 6 156 3i0 .. 00 

"F" 2 52 130.00 

"G" 1 26 65 .. 0G 

"H" 0 0 

" nrtt 2 ~ 20.00 

n ftJI 2 sr· _c. 130 .. 00 

11 uK" 1 4 ---
It n L" 0 0 

Conclusion : 

• Therefore,. our ccnclusiGn core erning co Pt.: 1 s -+ \~~ ~ 
lt.\. ;,.(- ~ I \.A< 

cost p r relief unit and. that tre total cost t.o t:h '= community 

1e likely to be inor~ased. 

THE EFFECT Uf._Q!i __ gLI~lJTS 

W'nat happens £··o the individual reoeiviog relief in 

' towns? Und.er any . relief system$ there is a rre asurt:: 
' I 
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:.ce 

·- ·lf 

.. \ 
• L ., 

(. ~l '_ t::' s ...... "': .. ~ 

tu.t!.~.tl :, ~ ti · ~ 1 ..;.. : G }:.. a.l·--d -=rL .. ~·' ·~· p. IJ • 1-,;..e c lt e1: ~.-
"" 

'"\ . 
.J 

e. 

r.:.,• r 

'· 

,.... ~~ (, ~. -.. t. 

.;;..:..=:=-_..;,:;.._ • ...__.~ __ _,;.~....; •. .;......~ .--..:.:. .. - . :-....\.'"'I. 

..:. ... 6 

lie. € 

~- . , .. 

push- ca:r _ s 

: ( 

l . 

- ' .. ,-

··r ... ' .-{ 

- f -,· 

.l ••.• ~ 

, .. 
t: .-

me. de 

ae 

·.c·r 

. +, ..., t- "' .. c • ~---· l.l ... · 11" <.:;t? t ..... a. -fC tv-..: .-.... · 

"' 1 ~ sar l. e s . 

~i'1eel-"c· r \)'.lS are used by the mo.~-
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v:i s 

"'"' "' ""' ._,. if tl.e. 

ssued ~ ·further inv~st:i.gation :1. s raoe i~r;:~O. t-:·t.e l:.r" ~ft. 1e 

estigation reveals a neeC.. fer claser super-vi si.on, this can 

personaliz ecl and the majority of -~b.e clients are not <Jbliged 

accept r es t ric t)ions becatse of .-the disab:tlit ...... of tJ.16 fev~~ 

economies obtained by t.his nru . .nic. ipali t y e:q ._·,;;;_l tho~e rep.:;rted 

ommissarles wh~re mor~ .s rbi trary polic ... e b pr-;va,il .. 

is comreendebl~ ir theory, 'h t the -.~ ommis sary ri.e sc"'..,~· "''"'eo 

nullif _es some of its benefits by stocking u rather meager 

merch ~m di se. '-· 
Actue.lly the variet:l is inst .ffi clent to 

real i ndivld·:ta.lize..tion of r~ ho · .ce , 

--

Stand.arcl1 z~d ai.low:.1J ce~ have been plE.u.~.ned by a h ome 
• 

TheBe a.llowanc.es 1 carefully graduated aceording to 

th~ composition of hi. s food.· allowa.ncey except t~at 

clients may se le ct either an • Arneri can" or an "Italian tt 

The a.tthoritie s here feel that hey a re _performing an 

By conditioning fam1lie e t .. o eat a sten-

. ' ration, they hope so to habit uate reli f 

-17-
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It makes a strong appeal · o newcomers i:J the relief :.f:leld . 

believe s .,, ::: p.Jllci.e s to te ... e_angerous and paternal1 st.J.c' 

a certatn number of familie s will neec1 dietc-.. 1·,:.- i n-

in the first town mentioned.. By a.ct·;e..l coun.ting .Jf 

i ndicates jl the focd <;.:;.llov.e..nc e s select ed us 

cal 1 1 the t own. a where freedom of choic e i u allo·~-~~ ed t a re 

----ecti.on 1 s gi -ven to all clients. 

tenar ... c~ of Ir:.i ti,s.t1 ve 

The valu e of aJ..low·ing ::"'reedom of choice tc relief' ap~ 
• 

ca.nno t. be o ver""'emphasi zed.. If rel i ef i s t..c be e :ffe (: ti ve : 

individual wi~he s mu st. be c0nstde~:-edc Rao:tal customs s.rd tastes 

be reco~1lze cL, The dietary ·need.s of chl ld.ren are cons-': .~~er-

different f r• ill .t .. ose of adult so The requiremen ts o f ehil'.lre:l . 

der two years of age a.re based upon the rate of growth a.nd the 

raJ. condition of the .individual child.. Food allowances in 

w.here there are young children cannot safely be general~ 

we feel that the families \UO come to us for 

-lS-
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fl 

suthor :i. ty 

St &xt .Jard.izati on t end.£. t .o ir.:_ ten si fy the :: :J~..i f- . t t 1 :: 

th<. r elief period and increa. ~ e tvta.l r elief costs. 

~ 

I t i(~ d.lff'i.cult to tr·ace t.he ef'fer:ts of the cor.,m:i.·:!.;)a;"'S . 

cont.i;~uc.usl y- at work there over a period o f month~L Hov;e·~re:c· , 

to close becauat-:: of in "bility to (~C lle ~ ... ~: 

buzlne ss~ i.rhe who lesalers assure -u.e they wou.ld ha v·e : 

secur~ " Taxes wlll not be paid on time on ei t~·, er 
~ 

-19-
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Jroperty ~ A :nu:nber of f. amllle s to whom this· m~: ... ~ha·- t hc.,.r! o-=-en 

e xu..:.. r<li:"Ar-;- ~..:redlt exhaus+··· C. tl~eir resources in closf~1g t · ei 

·· ... ce:cn_u-~t.~: or were unable ·:.c close their accounts and h tY,re be~n 

oiJliged .: .~o seek relief .. 

11he closi:r g of this store which ln t.rre s pas• lad be~n 

. la::..""gel~T putron.i zed by families .n crv:: receiving relief f.!"Qm the 

. t..1om.ni osa ... --y ca. " ·be ascribed in large part to the operat..:~ on vf tJie 

com11i sse.::cy. ':r 1us the eom1au.ni.i·y from its effort at eoonooy he..s 

lo st ·t· .. e e.ctire participation in public affairs of a rr,ercha.Ylt ·with 

whom a considerable portion of the peop~e preferred to dealt t1e 

relief load has been increase'c1, the credit structure of th:: com­

munity weakened, and the tax receiptP definitely affected. 

It is not often that such a clear-cut illustration 

can. be f ouncl. Oftentimes th·:~ significance of such happenings is 

overlooked ln local enthu~ia.sm oYer the apparent aovar:.t..ages~ ob­

taJ.neo. from whole sale buying., 1he Presid.ent of the WeJ.fare · 

r.~et:ere.tion of Canton-;- Ohio, vrrlt.ing in the SURVEY, rna...l.ce s the 

sttiternent that ll We are unt'ier no obligation to p ,...oYide the grocer 

with cus tomers any more than e a.re to provl de the f u rn 1 ture 

dealer~ the j e v;-Jler or the clothier with custorre rs" but overlooks , 

entirely the fact t.hat the sto rA order plan does not provide the 

merchant vd vh cus-tomei. .... t:~ b- t merely allous h im t o rete.in tn m 

~he n their SUJ..port is most n:eded. 

The Relief Administration is justly su.spioiou s of 

relief methods which -may Ao vitally affect local trade . 

* * * * * ' 

-\ 
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If relief adm 1''1:· strators will malte :!ntelli::;rc·rn:~ :Lnve s~ 

tigations to detenni rJe the extent of need and. the degree to 1hicr1 

... h:. s need may oo ·met by unrealized o r latent family rea1n.:· \~ eB, 

such applicants f or relief will · e v;eeded out be f ore relief ie 

ext en de d ., When relief :1. s \ genu i nely needed 1 1t hae been t.h,:.. 

in previous yt::ars~ tha t the fe.rL.i:l.ies te> w·hom aid is glYen n:ake 

~vexy p oBsible eff ort to uti l ize the 6Gsistance a s wisel~ as 

pos 8i ble and that t:r~-y de ser ve the pri v] lege o f trading wher~ a 

wide selection from a. good quality of een! .~ ble fo od.s can h :;; meil~" 

li\u"' thermo:::'"e, qt e st.i or:..=.:.blF: deaJ. tng or pro:fi teerlng a.r4ong 

the rre rchants i s '10t. p r evalent .. Me:r-"ohant s are gener~lJ m_lling 

to meet the Ac".l-.rninl.strat; ion~snee~..:. t c ms..ke posslble economise ... om· 

ti::~.:;, permit the merchant t o _;n.ake a sma11. l eg1t.imttte proflt c.i:!ci 

maint ain lm credlt standing and. his re ..... atio .. 1s ·with h ..L s cu. sto11erBc 

Proper adm ints trat1 ve saf 0gnards, kindly but di s c J:•lm-

lnating relie ~~ supervision; c onstant ale rt.1e ss and · u:n:ter.~t~nding 

tn all phases o f its r e latiol1ia with 

l . 
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1.Jle Emerg ncy .Rt:>lie f AO.m:in. st:caticn t'J 

render be·tter servj ce. to the State t" an WOU~ d re ·B 1.lt fr·:-;r_ . '1.:0 

pennywi se pol ley of e ste.bli shins coru.mi sso.;:· te 5 7 thus 

the Stat£; . into direct competition v:ith t.he c:t.izens iro?.n whc:c 

lts· reve1:ue must come .. 
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