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Home / NJ Labor Department Highlights Surfboat and Lightning Safety in Advance of Summer Season
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May 23, 2023

TRENTON – As the unofficial start of summer approaches this Memorial Day weekend, the New
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development (NJDOL) is bringing attention to two Safety
Alerts issued regarding surfboats and lightning exposure.

The NJDOL’s Office of Public Employees Occupational Safety and Health (PEOSH) posted the alerts
to ensure public employers and employees, particularly our beach patrols, are aware of the risks
involved when operating a surfboat or in a situation of increased risk of lightning strike. Each alert
details the possible hazards involved, as well as steps to mitigate worker injury or death.

“The Jersey Shore is a premier family-fun destination for locals and visitors alike, and our beach
patrols are crucial to ensuring everyone stays safe while having a memorable visit,” said Labor
Commissioner Robert Asaro-Angelo. “NJDOL is proud to be part of our state’s signature tradition by
protecting these workers so they can safely perform their essential duty.”

In 2022, PEOSH, which is responsible for inspecting, investigating, and educating workers and
employers on workplace safety matters to ensure the safety and health of employees, performed a
total of 58 inspections of beach patrols employing public employees in Monmouth, Ocean, Atlantic,
and Cape May counties. Compliance officers found violations relating to boat hazard assessments,
boat hazard assessment certifications, lightning policies, and record keeping. The expansive effort
was prompted by the August 2021 tragic deaths of two young lifeguards, 16-year-old Norman
Inferrera III, whose surfboat capsized at Cape May’s Reading Avenue Beach, and 19-year-old Keith
Pinto, who was struck by lightning while stationed on a lookout tower at White Sands Beach in
Berkeley Township.

PEOSH compliance officers were deployed to the Cape May and Berkeley Township beaches
following each incident to investigate associated safety concerns. After learning of the potential
boat- and lightning-related hazards faced by beach workers, PEOSH initiated the large-scale
inspection project to spread knowledge and awareness of these dangers in an effort to prevent future
tragedies.

PEOSH periodically posts Health and Safety Alerts as prevalent hazards are identified. To learn more
about PEOSH, and to view all Health and Safety Alerts, click here. 

For more information on NJDOL’s Division of Public Safety and Occupational Safety and Health, and
to find out how your workplace can get a free on-site health and safety consultation and training, click
here.

 Go back to all press releases

NJ Labor Department Highlights Surfboat and
Lightning Safety in Advance of Summer Season

 twitter

NJ Labor Depart…
·@NJLaborDept 4h

Learning from one another how best 
to meet workers’ needs - we hope 
you listen to the podcast.

Seth D. … @MrSet… · Jun 13
I talked with three state 
secretaries of labor with 
@USDOL pedigrees - 
@NJDOLCommish Rob Asaro-
Angelo, @maine_labor's Laura …

4

NJ Labor Depart…
·@NJLaborDept 7h

Department of Labor and Workforce Development

Home

https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/programs-services/peosh/
https://nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/assets/PDFs/OPEOSH/LSSE-82%20(3_23)%20PEOSH%20Alert%2037-Surfboats.pdf
https://nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/assets/PDFs/OPEOSH/LSSE-83%20(3_23)%20PEOSH%20Alert%2038-Lightning.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/labor/lwdhome/press/2022/20220928_beachinspection.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/programs-services/peosh/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth
https://www.nj.gov/labor/lwdhome/press/index.shtml
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept/status/1668991325658546176?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c12
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=1668991325658546176&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1668991325658546176&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c1
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept/status/1668938278353993729?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Escreen-name%3ANJLaborDept%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c12
https://www.nj.gov/labor/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/


File or Access Your Claim

Temporary Disability Insurance
Family Leave Insurance
Maternity Leave
Unemployment Insurance
Social Security Disability

Worker Protections

Your Rights at Work
Workers' Compensation
Safety and Health
Wage & Hour Compliance
Paid Sick Leave

Career Support

Career Services
Training Provider Information

Employer Services

Employer Accounts
Employer Self-Service (NLx)
Layoffs and Closings
Wage & Hour Compliance
Business Support
Apprenticeship
Industry Partnerships
Employer Poster Packet

Research & Information

Labor Market Information
Center for Occupational Employment
Information (COEI)
Grant Opportunities
Workforce Innovation &
Opportunity Act (WIOA)
Legal Notices
Press Releases

About Us

Governor Phil Murphy
Lt. Governor Sheila Oliver
NJ Home
Services A to Z
Departments/Agencies
Contact Us
Privacy Notice
Legal Statement & Disclaimers
Accessibility Statement

Statewide

Copyright © State of New Jersey, 1996-2023
Department of Labor

1 John Fitch Plz,
Trenton, NJ 08611

https://www.nj.gov/labor/claims
https://myleavebenefits.nj.gov/worker/tdi/
https://myleavebenefits.nj.gov/worker/fli/
https://myleavebenefits.nj.gov/worker/maternity/
https://myunemployment.nj.gov/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/claims/dds
https://www.nj.gov/labor/worker-protections
https://www.nj.gov/labor/worker-protections/myworkrights/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/workerscompensation/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/wageandhour/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/worker-protections/earnedsick
https://www.nj.gov/labor/career-services/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/career-services/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/labormarketinformation/contact-us/COEI.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/employer-services
https://nj.gov/labor/ea/ea_index.html
https://newjersey.usnlx.com/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/employer-services/warn/index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/wageandhour/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/employer-services/business
https://www.nj.gov/labor/career-services/apprenticeship/index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/employer-services/industry-partnerships
https://www.nj.gov/labor/wageandhour/tools-resources/forms-publications/employer-poster-packet/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/research-info
https://www.nj.gov/labor/labormarketinformation/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/labormarketinformation/contact-us/COEI.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/research-info/grants.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/wioa/index.html
https://www.nj.gov/labor/research-info/legalnotices.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/labor/lwdhome/press/
https://www.nj.gov/labor/aboutlwd
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/about/
https://nj.gov/governor/admin/lt/
https://nj.gov/
https://nj.gov/nj/gov/njgov/alphaserv.html
https://nj.gov/nj/gov/deptserv/
https://nj.gov/nj/feedback.html
https://nj.gov/nj/privacy.html
https://nj.gov/nj/legal.html
https://nj.gov/nj/accessibility.html
https://nj.gov/opra/
https://my.state.nj.us/openam/UI/Login
https://twitter.com/NJLaborDept
https://tech.nj.gov/

