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The Commis~on on State Administrative Reorganization herewith re­
submits Part V of its epo rt. 

The attached proposed bill will reorgan'ize end strengthen the pub­
lic health services of the State by. clarifying the responsibility for ad­
ministering the various programs which so vitally affect the health of all 
our citizens. 

In brief, the objective of tl',is proposal .is to establish a Stete 
Depe.rtment of Health with a well-trained and well-qualified administretor who 
will have the sole responsibility and authority in the administration of the 
public heal th programs of the State, but who will be assisted in the formu­
lation of policies by a council of seven outstanding citizens. 

This bi 11 is a second revision of Assembly 404, which was intro­
duced at the close of the 1945 session of t.he Legislature. That bill was 
carefully studied by many organizations and individuals vitally ,interested in 
the public heal th, services oft he State. Their constructive suggestions 
were incorponited in the revised bill, Assembly 47, which was int:roduced at 
the beginning of the 1946 legislative session. As a result of 8dditional 
constructive suggestions made both during that session and at a recent meet­
ing of this Commission, the changes found in the attached revision were made. 

The substantive changes fromtre text of Assembly 47 as intro­
duced in the 1946 session of the Legislature include the following: (1) A 
requirement that two of the seven members of the public Health Council be 
physiciens. (2) A requirement that the Department of Health co-operate with 
the Cornm:iss ioner of Education in the preparat :i.on of & program of school 
health services, le£<ving administretion of the program in the hands of the 
educational authorities,. in place of the requirement that the Department of 

.Health admini$ter or supervise such a program. (3) Authorization of the 
Department to supervise, on request of any local Bo(:J.rd of Education, the 
work of its school nurses. (4) Deletion from the ep,umerated causes for sus­
pension or revocation of licenses issued by the derwrtment, thet which per­
mitted such suspension or revocation for violation of any rule or regulation 
promulgated by the Commissioner or by the Public HE!alth Council. (5) A 
requirement that any grant, gift or bequest to the Department shall first 
be- approved both by the Governor and the Public m:ialth Council before the 
same may be accepted by the Com.1:1issioner. and (6) Reaffirmotion of existing 
statutory rights of any person to follow the tenets of his church in matters 
of health while complying with the health laws and regulations.•· 
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The Commission carefully 0 con~idered a proposal submitted by many 
individuals and gro.ups that one of the required qualifications for the office 
of Commissioner be a.. degree in public heal th or at least one full year of 
greduate study in public health leading, to such· degree. Since the Comxnission 
is evenly divided on this proposal, the attached proposed bill contains two 
alternative provisions for-the qualifi"cations for the.office of Commissioner. 

Wej recognize that there necessarily exists some overlapping between 
the inspectiohal duties of the Heal th Department and those of the Labor Depert­
ment in the field of industrial hygiene. We feel, however, that such over­
lapping can brst be kept at a _minii:iumby~dministretive action in the two 
departme.nts re,ther than by legislative action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.· 
CHARLES R. ERDMAN, JR., Chairman 

Q. VliESLEY AillVlSTID NG, JR. 

CHARLES A. EATON, JR. 

WALTER JONES 
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AN ACT relating to public health; providing for the establishment in the 

Executive Branch of the State Government of a State_ Department of 

· Health, defining its organization, functions, powers and duties, pro-·· 

viding thereby for the consolid2tion and co-ordination of public health 

2' 
activities; abolishing the offices of Perth Amboy Po.rt health officer 

and deputy Perth Amboy Port health officer; transferring to, and .:vesting 

in said state Department of Health the functions, powers and duties of 
I . 

the Perth Amboy Port health officer and of the deputy Perth Amboy Port 

health! officer; amending section 26:1-1, repealing sections 26:2-1 to 

26:2-55, inclusive, 26:4-111, 26:4-114, 26;4-115, and supplementing 

Title 26 of the Revised Statutes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENP,TE AND GENERAL J,,SSENIBLY OF THE ST.ATE OF 

,;,;:. NEW JERS$Y: 

ARTICLE I 

DEFINITIONS 

1. As used in this act, unless otherwise specifically indicated: 

"State Department", "Department of Heal th" and 11 department 11 mean 

the State Department of Health; 

11 dommissioner" means the State Comxnissioner of Health who is the 

chief admini st re.ti ve··officer of the State DepPrtment of Health; 

"Council" means the Public Health Council in the State Department 
! 

· of Health; 

"Bureau" means one of the bureaus in the State Department of 

Health; 

":S:ureP u director11 me"tns the director of one of the bureaus in the 

State Department of .Heal th; 

"Local boe.rd" · or "local board of heal th" means the board of. heal th 

of any municipality or the boards, bodies or officers in such municipality 

lawfully exercising any of·the powers of a local board of health under 

,·-

the -1aws. governing such municipalityb 
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ARTICLE II 

2Q There· is hereby established, in the Executive Branch of the State 

Government, a State Department of Heal th.-

• 3. The fhief administrative officer of the department 

State Commissioner of Heal th, who shall be a duly licensed 

shall be the 

physician, a 

graduate. of~ regularly chartered and legally constituted medical school 
;, I 

or college, with skill in sanitary science, and with at least five years of 

full time experience in an admi:tJ.istrative or executive capacity in a public 

heal th agency. He shall bEJ appointed by the Governor, by and vri lh the 

advice and consent of the ,senate, and shall hold office for a term of five 

'years and until his successor is appointed and qualified~ - - . . 

He shall devote his entire time and attention to the duties of his 

office and shall receive an annual compens[,ition of fifteen thousand dollars 

(~)15,000.oo). ·He may be removed from office by the Governor, for cause. 

Any vacancy occurring in the office of co11lll1issioner shall be filled in 

the same manner as the original appointment, but_for the unexpired term o:nly. 

4. There shall b·e in the department a Public Heal th Council which shalL 

c·onsist of s'even members, each of whom sha].l be chosen 1'1ri th due regard to 

his knowledge of and interest in public heal th and each of whom shall be a 

citizen of this State. Two of such members shall be duly licensed phy.., 

s;icians~ Ea.ch member shall be appointed by the.Gove.rnor, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Senate, for a term of seven years and :until his 

successor is: appointed and qualified; PROVIDED., HOWEVER, that the 

first appointments hereunder shall be for terms which _shall commence 

on the first day of July, one thousand nine hundred and forty-seven, and shall 

_continue one for one year; one for two years, one for three years, one for 

four years, , one for five years, one for six years and one for seven years o 
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'~· 
ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS KITH RESPECT TO SECTION 3 

3. The chief adrninistrat:i.ve officer of the depe.rtment shall be the 

State Conunissionesr of Health, who shall be a duly licer...sed. physician, a 

graduate of 'a regularly chartered and legally constituted medical school 

year 

or college, [with either a degreEl in public health from, or at least one full 

of graduate study in public health ieading t-o such degree in, a regular­

'charteled and legally constituted school or institute of public health, ly. 

college or university, with. skill. in sanitary science,· and· with at least 
' ' 

five years of full time experience in' en administr8tive or. executive caps.city 

in a public 'heaith agency. He shall be appointed by tne Governor, by and 

with the advice and consent _of the ·senete, and _shall hold office for a term 

of five years. and until his successor ·is appointed and qualified~ 
\ - . . -

He shJll devote his entire time and attention to the· duties of his 

office a~d shall receive _an annual compensation of fifteen thousand d_ollars 

($15_,ooo,.oo);. He may be 'removed fr.om office by the Governor, for cause., 

Any vacancy 9ccurring in the office of com.'lJ'lissioner shall be filled in 

the same manner as the original appointment, but fo-r the unexpired term only. 

i 
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Any member of .the Public Heal th Council may be_ removed from office by the 

Governor, ~6r causec 

Any.vo.co.ncy occurring in the membership of the council for o.ny co.use. 

sho.11 be filled in the same mo.nner o.s the origino.l appointment but for the 

unexpired [term only,. 

The members of the counoil sho.11 serve ,vi.thout compenso.tion, but shall 
l . 
I 

be reimbutsed for necessary expenses incurred in the performe:nce of-their 

dutieso 

5 0 There sho.11 be vii thin the department such bureo.us as the commis-. 

sioner may, subject to approval by thEJ Public, Heo.l th Council,. from time to 
i 

time establish. Ea.oh bureau. sho.11 be under tho supervision of o. director, 

virho sho.11 ;be o. person quo.lified by tro.ining o.nd experience to direct the vrork 

o.ssigned ~o it; and two or more bureo.us mo.y be consolido.·ted by the com­

missioner..:' The cormniss:i,oner mny o.uthorizc one of· the bureo.u directors. to 

act for him o.nd in his place, o.s his deputy, during his o.bsonce or diso.bil­

The ,commissioner mo.y delego.te such of his powers, a.s ho mo.y deem 
) ' ' 

dosiro.ble 1for the efficient o.dministrc,tion of the dopo.rtmcmt, to be exercised 

under his 1direction o.nd supervision by one or more of tho buroo.u directors~ 

Eo.ch ;bureo.u director sho.11 devote his entire. time o.nd o. ttontion to the 

performo.noo of his, duties. 

ARTICLE III 

POvYERS AND DUTIES OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH COill'JCIL 

60 The Public Hoo.1th Council sho.11 eno.ct o.nd from time to timo mo.y 
• j 

. I . 
a.mend rulos.in relation to its meetings o.nd the tro.nso.ction of its business., 

It sho.11 moot in tho offices of tho depo.rtmont o.t Trenton in co.ch month o.t 

such timeJ o.s its rules may proscribe, It sho.11 moot o.t.such other times 
i 

o.nd plo.co ~ Yri thin tho Sto. to c.s' in its judgm1;mt, mo.y bo nocosso.ry. Four mo~ 

bers of the council sho.ll constitute o. quorum thoroof n.nd, oxcopt ns otherwise 

provided in section sovon of this o.ct,- -o.11 o.ction sho.11 be ta.ken by o. mo.jori ty 
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vote. The commissioner shall attend all meetings bf the council. 

"' The council shall elect one of its members chairman Yvho shall hold of-

-

fice for one year and until his successor shall be elected* 

The council shall keep complete and accurG.te minutes of all of its meet•-• 

ings, hearings, and other sessions. AJ.l such minutes shall be retained in a 

permanent !record., and shall be available for public inspection at all times 
I • • 

during th~ office hours of the department~ 
. 1 .· . ,. 

7o T:lb.e Public Health Council shall have power, by the affinnative·vote · 

i 

of a majority of all of its members, to establish,, and from time to time 

amend and/repeal, such reaso:no.ble sanit~ry regulations not inconsistent with 

this act or any other law of this State as may be necessary pr!.'lperly to 

preserve ~rid improve the public heal th in this State,, T_he regulations so ., 

establish~d shall be called: the State Sanitary Code.; 

The State Sanitary Code may cover any subject affecting public health, 

or.the preservation and improvement of public health and the prevention of 

disease in the State of New Jersey. In addition thereto, and not in 

limitatio~ thereof, said State Sanitary Code may contain sanitary reg1..:i.lationc 

a) prohibiting nuise.nce·s haz,ardous to human heal th; h) prohibiting pollutioL 

of any water supply; c). regulating the use o.f privies and cesspools; 

d) regulating the disposition of excremental matter; e) regulating the 

control of fly and mosquitd breeding places; f) regu'lating the detection, 

reporting, prevention and control of .cormnunicable and preventable diseases; 

g) regul~ting the conduct of public funerals; h) reg;ulating the conduct 

of boarding homes for children; i) regula.ting the conduct of maternity 

homes and' the care of naternity and infant patients therein; j) regulating 

the condupt of campsl. k) regulating the produc,tion, distribution and sale 

of certif~ed milk; 1) regulating the preparation, handling, transportation., 
! I 

burial or: other -disposal, disinto.rment and 1•0burial of' dead ·hums.n bodiesz 

and m) prescribing standards of cleanliness for public eatinc; rooms and 

re s ta uran;ts • 



' 
... 

• 

.. 

5 

Prior to the final adoption by the council of any sanitary regu.le.tion or 

amendment thereto or repealer thereof the council shall hold a public hearing 

thereon. The council shall cause to be published, at least fifteen days prior 

to such hearing, :i.n such manner as such council shall determine, a notiee of 

such hearing, specifying the time when and the place where such hearing will 

I 
be held, together with the text of the proposed regulation, amendment or re-

pealer. 

8. Every sanitery regule.tion or amendment thereto or repealer thereof 

adopted in ac.cordance with the provisions of section seven of this ect shall 

state the date on which it takes effect, and a copy thereof, duly signed by 

the chairman of the council, shall be sent by the commissioner to each local 

boa rd of health and to the gov~rning body of each municipality within the 

State, and shall be published in such manner as the Public Herlth Council may 

from time to time determine. The corrrrnissioner, or one of the bureau directors 

designated by him, shall, for a fee of one dollar ($1.00) each, furnish 

copies of the state Sanitary Code and its amendments c.:ertified by the chair­

man of the council and such certified copies shall be received in evidence 

in all court or other judicial proceedings in the State. 

9o The provisions of the StBte Sanitrry Code shall have the force and 

effect of law. Such code shall be observed throughout the State and shnll be 

enforced by each local board of health, the local police authorities and other 

enforcement agencies. Nothing herein contained however shall be deemed to 

limit the right of any local board of health to adopt such ordinances, rules 

and reguletions, as, in its opinion, may be necessary for the particular 

locality under its jurisdiction; but such ordinances, rules and regulations 

shall not be in conflict with the le.ws of this State or the provisions of the 

State Sanitc,ry Code, except, however, trot such ordinences, rules and 

regulations may be more restrictive than the provisions of the Sb.te Sanitery 

Code • 

10. Each viol8tion of any provision of the State Srnitary Code shall con­

stitute a sepsr8.te offense snd each such violation shall be punishable by a 

penalty of not less than twenty-five dollars Uj25o00) nor more than one hundred 

New Jersey State Library' 
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dollars ($100.00). Each such penalty shall be sued for ~md recovered in an 

action at law, in eny court of competent jurisdiction, by and in the name 

of the State Department of Health or by and in the name of the locel boerd 

of health of the municipality in which the violation occurred, 

The pleedings in any such action shall conform in all respects to the 

practice prevailing in the court in which the action shall be instituted, 

but no pleading or process shall be set aside or invalidated by reason of 

any formal or technical defecte, therein if the same contain a statement of 

the nature of the alleged viola ticm and· of the sect ion of the State Sanitary 

Code alleged to have been violated. Upon the attention of the court being 

called to any such formal or technical defect, the same shall be immediately 

corrected and the pleading or process amended as a matter of course. As to 

all other defects in pleadings or process, the same may be amended in the 

discretion :of the court, c,s in any other action or proceeding in such court. 

In any such r ct ion when judgment is rendE:Jred ogainst a defendant other 

than a body corporate, execution may be issued ageinst his goods end chattels 

and body without any order of the court for that purpose first had and 

obteined. 

If the officer executing such writ is unable to find within his 

jurisdiction sufficient goods and chat tels of the defendant to satisfy the 

judgment, he shall deliver the body of the defendant to the keeper of the 

common jail of such county, there to be detained until discharged by the court 

in which the judgment was obtained, or by one of the justices of the Supreme 

Court, when such court or justice is sntisfied that further confinement will 

not result in the peyment of the judgment and costs4 

If judgment is rendered against a body corporE,te, execution shall be 

issued against the goods and chattels of such ·body corporate as in other 

actions at )aw o 

Any penalty recovered in any such action shall be paid to the plaintiff 

therein. When the plaintiff is the State Department of Heal th, the penalty 

recovered -shall be pAid by the depsrtment to the St8te Treasurer. 1/\Then 
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the plaintiff is a local board of health, the penalty recovered shall be paid 

by the local board into the treasury of the municipality vtl thin which the 

loca'l ·board has jurisdiction. 

11. In addition to its powers and duties otherwise provided in this acti 

the Public Heal th Council may: 

ao Request from the commissioner such information, concerning the 

wort.i9f the de,partment,. as it ma.y deem necessary; 

~• Consider any matter relating tq the preservation and improve­

ment of public health, and may advise the commissioner thereon; 

c. From time to time submit to the commissioner any roconnnenda-

tions which it may deem necessary for the proper conduct of the 

department; 

d. Study and investigate the public health activities of the State 

and report its findings thereon to the Governor and the Legislature. 

12 .. Every local board of' heal th shall file vtl th the commissioner a. 

certified copy of every by--law or ordinance of such board immediately upon 

passage of the same .. 

The Public Heal th Council may modify or annul any order, regulation, 

by-law or ordinance of any local board of health if', after giving reasonable 

notice and affording an opportunity to be heard to the members of such local 

board, the: Coumiil shall determine that such order, regulation, by-law or 

ordinance concerns a matter which affects the public heaJ.th beyond the 

territory over which such local board has jurisdiction, 

ARTICLE IV 

POVIBRS AND DUTIES OF THE COi'.'NISSIONER 

The c01mnissioner shan:, subject to approval by the Public Health 

CounciJ., ptescribe the organization of the department. ITe shalJ., subject to 

the provisions of Title 11 of the Revised Statutes relating to Civil Service, 

appoint the directors of the bureaus and such otho;r personnel as he may 

consider necessary for the efficient performanco of the work of the depart­

ment. 
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He shal.J prescribe the duties of all such persons thus appointed and 

shall, subject to approval by the Public Health Council, fix their compensation. 

within the limits of available appropritB:tions therefo:r. All such persons thus 

appointed shall be in the classified service of the Civil Service of the 

State, unless otherwise provided by law" 

14. Subject to approval by the Public Health Council, the commissioner 

may, subjedt to any provisions of Tit le 11 of the Revised Statutes re le ting; 

thereto, aqolish any office· or position which in his judgment may be un-
' 

necessary to retain. 

I 

15 0 The commissioner, in addition to his powers and duties otherwise 

provided in this roct or by any other lf-1.w., shall: 

a. Exercise all functions and powers of the. department not 

specifically vested in the Public Health Council by thl s act; 
I 

b1io Adopt rules and regulations governing the internal 

management of the depart;ment; 

c.. Administer the work of the department; 

d'." Enforce all laws reletirtg to the health of the people of the 

State 3 ; and all provisions of the State Sanitary Code1 

e., Administer all: laws which are by their terms included under 

his jurisdiction or under the jurisdiction of the department; 

n Maintain liaiso.n with local, State ar.d Federal officials and 
i 

agencies concerned with matters of public health or otherwise related 

to the functions of the department; 

gf Report to the Governor, the Legislature, o.nd the Public He!llth 

Council, with respect to the work of the depRrtment, on Mrrch fifteenth 

of each year and at such other times e.s he may deem in the public interest, 

h..; Institute or cause to be instituted such legal proceedings or 

proces~es as may be necessary properly to enforce e.nd give effect· to any 

of his powers or duties as prescribed in this act; 

i. Cause studies to be made to determine whefher the recognized 

public ,health e.cti vi ties of local hea 1th departments Gre being conducted 

and whether minimum standards of performance arB being met in all munici-
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paJ..LGies 01 1.1ne State and. for the purposes of this subsection, the com­

missioner shall -reconmJ.end. and the Public Heal th Council shall prescribe 

what a.r:e to be consid.ered as "recognized public health activities" a:nd 

"rr.d.n~mTu"ll standards of performance 11 ; 

j. Require local boards of health to establish and. maintain a pro­

graJ:w of recognized public health activities and to meet m.inimillll stancl­

ards of performance as prescri bod by tho Public Heal th Council in accor<.· 

ancol with the provisions of subscction''i" of this section. 
! - . ,' 

' 
16. The commissioner shall ha.vo full access to any promises for tho pur­

! 
i 

· pose of eJ/Camination if ho has reason to believe that on tho proraisos there 
I 
i 

~xists a tiolation of any health law of the State or any.provision of the 

State Sanita.ry,Codo. 
l ·, 

17. The commissioner shall have the same right of inspection in regard. 
i 
j 

to all matters affecting the public .health as has been or,ma.y be conferred 
! 

upon the local boards of nealth. 

18. The commissioner shall exercise general supervision over all matterD 
i 

relating to sanitation and hygiene throughout the State. WheneYer in the 

opinion of the co:mtnissioner it is necessary or adv±sablo, a sanitary survoy : .. : J. 
I - . 

the.whole/or of any :part of tho Stato shall be rnade. The commissioner may 
. I. 

enter upo~, examine and survey any source and. means of water supply, sewage 
i 

d.:1,sposal plant, sewage system, prison, public or :private place of detention, 
. ! ' . . ' . 

i ! • f '> 

asylum., hospital, school, public building, private institution, factory, 
•• i 

I 

vorksho.p.:; i tono:mcnt, public wash room, public rest room, public toilot and i , : . 

toilet fa6ility, :public eating room and restaurant,; a.'1d also, any prom:i.sos in 
I 

which he has roa.son.to boliove there ex:tsts a violation of any health law of 
I 

tho State~ any provision of tho State Sanitary coa.0, or any law of which ho 

I 
has the d.~ty of admin:i.stering. 

i 19. The commissioner may make a sa'1itary inspection·of any person or 
i 

property ~n transportation through the State, and of any car, boat, or other 

vehicle in which such porsonor property maybe.transported, and may en-
.l ' : . 

force such detention or disinfection as may po necessary for tho public safot~,· 



• 

10 

20. Every local heelth official shall f'ul~nish the commissioner with 

such infonp.etion as the commissioner may demand, end shall perform such acts 

as. the commissioner may direct, with regard to., and within, the. territory under 

the. jurisdtction of the focal health officials 

21. At least once in every yeer the co:minissioner shall call together 

local health officials for a, general conferen,ce on the subject of tLe heal th 

of the people of the State., and a discussion of ways and means to pro:note.the 

same e.nd to prevent dis ease. 

22. Each lo.cal board of'health may appoint one or more of' its members, 

officers, or employees as a delegate or delegr,tes to attend the annual con-
, ' 

ference. The actual treveling and hotel expenses of each delegate shall be 

paid by th$ treasurer or other disbursing officer of the municipality within 

which the local board has jurisdiction, upon presentation by each delegete of 

a certificate of his appointment and a hill of his expenses du:j.y verified by 
I 

affidavit. i 
( 

23. The commissioner shell ce.11 ~o the attention of any local board of 

health, byi such notice as he may deem reasonable, any failure on its part 

to enforce the laws of the Stgite o.r the provisions of the State Sanitery Code 

and afford I such local board an opportun.ity to explain its failure. The de-

termination of the co:mmis sioner as to whet is a reasonable notice shall be 

conclusive~ If, after a hearing, it is found that no good reason exists for 

the failurb of the local boord of health to enforce the law or the provisions 

of the State Sanitary Code, the co:mJnissioner shall issue ax1 order directing 

it to do so. 

If th(;) local board fails to comply with such order within the time speci­

fied, or, if none is specified, within a reasonable time, the commissioner shall 

immediately take such 9Ction as may be necessary to perform the acts speci-

fied in th~ order. 
i 

In all legal proceedings the order of the corr}nissioner shall be prima 

facie evidence of complinnce with the provisions of this section, and con­

clusive evidence of the violation recited in the order., 

24. Any contracts which the commissioner may make for the purpose of 

carrying 01ft the power given to him in the second paragreph of sect ion 
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trrenty-three of this act shall be binding upon the local municipali tsJ and 

shall have the same force and effect as if duly authorized and made by the 

local board of health. 

' ' 25,. Any moneys expended by the State, and the a.mount of all oblige. tions 
! 

incurred qy the State Department.,, to comply vri th the orders mentioned in 

' 

section t1/reniy-three of this act may be recovered in an action at law; in the 

name of the State Department, from the municipality the local boa:::-d of 

heal th of i,which failed to comply with the order, and when recovered shall be 

I 

paid to the State Treasurer., 

26,, V~henever any nuisance or source of foulness within the territorial 

jurisdicti\on of any local board of health is of such a nature that: in the 
i 

opinion of', the com.c"'!'l.issioner., it is hazardous to the heal th of persons residing 
I, 

within the( limits of the jurisdiction of such local boa.rd, the commissioner 

may cause ~ notice in ·writing, signed by him, to be sent to. the local board, 
! 
l 

requiring it to cause the nuiso.nce or source of foulness to be abated within 
i 

such time !f.S the commissioner by the notice :mo.y speoify .. 
I 

27. If no action for a.ba. tement, as provided in section tvrenty-six of 
! 

, this act sh.n.11 be taken by the local board within the time specified in the 

:;.1oti ce, or if in the opinion of the co:mmi s s i oner the action of the lo cal b card 

sho.11 not be such o.s ,the necessities .of the cb.se seem to ·him to require, the 

commissioner may file o. bill in tfa, Court of Chnncery in the nnme of the Sta to 
! 

on the relation of the commissioner for an injunction to prohibit tho con-

tinuance of the nuisance or source of foulnesse 

28. W~enever any nuisance or foul od.ors injurious to the public health 

within the :,terri torio.l jurisdiction of a local board shall have a source of 

origin outside such territorial jurisdiction, !the Sto.te Commissioner of· 

Heal th mo.y file a bill in the Court of, Chancery, in the name of the sta+:e, 

on the relation of tho corru':l.issioner, for an iri:junction to prohibit the , I 
! 

continuance'. of the nuisance or source of foulriess or ill hoe.1th~ 
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• 

12. 

29., 'iA.ny action instituted under s.ections tvJ:enty-six to twenty.:..eight 

of this U:ct shall proce'ed in the OoUi'~ bf CMncery according to the rules i . ,,' . • ' 

and practice in' such cases .on the rel$,tion of individuals.. Cases of e:m.ergen-,/ 
- - I 

sho.ll ha.Je precedence o~er othe:r.- pending litigation o.n,d may have· fino.l heo.r~, 
. ·, 

ing vn th~n such time nnd on such notipe ns the Chance~lor may direct,, 

· 30. Tl1 every such action in vrhioh it shall be asc·ertained by the Court 

of Chancery that the nuisiin~e·or sour'ce of foulness or ill health existed at 
', I • 

the time 1of the .fill±ig bf the bill; substtl:ntiaily ~!l there:in set fotth;. the 

court may nbnte the so.m.eby an irijunctiou or otherwise, according to the 
I 

. pro.ctice lof .t,he· court. The court may charge the costs of the action upon the;, 

prop~rty [:whereon the nuisal'.ice or source of :toulness or ilI hep.1th is found,. 

Payment clf the costs may be enforced by the so.le of property or any po.rt of 
! 

it, 
,I 

by wi;i t of fie.ri facins, 9r the court mny order the persons ,who co.used 
! I 

the p.uis~nce or source of foulness or ill h~nlth, or o.liowed the so.me to 

continue; to pn.y the costs~- and mo..y enforce obedience t9 suc_h order. 
I 

310 : In CO.Se no such nuiso.n0e or source of foulness or ill heal th sho.11 
i 

be foundfto exist, costs shall no:t be awo.rd~d ago.inst the commissioner unle s.::: 

-
it sha'll appear tho.t no probn.ble" cause existed for bringing such suit. 

32~ r\!Vhen~ver th~ o.rpro"17;"ill of the Department of Heal th is required to -

any ti.ct, I pl1;m, paper, or. proposed unde~taking, the co:rrmri.ssioner or one of 
. . I 

the buredu directors authorized .fo~ such purpose by him, shall e:;mmine 
, I 

! 

' the so.me4 
I 

If s_uch examination is made by a bureau director he _shall report, 

to th~ cbm..~issioner the results of his· examination. together . I ·- / , , i,vi th his rec•• 
I . I . 

commendations for action,. I . , If in conducting' such examina tio; the com-
I 

missioner deems it necessary, h(;) shall conduct hearings and AXUmine wit­
i 
I 
I 

.._,nesses., ; 

33., _The coITu"nissioner mny cause to be. :mnde, in .the State ,laboro. tory, 

~naly~es!and exo.minations of-samples of wati3r, food, ·drugs~ patho~ogical 

rnateri6.l~ and similar substances, when req~es,ted to ~do so by o.:ny·,officinl. 
1 ,I , ' 

I, 
:-

agency in this State or by any duly license_d. physician, dentist, pha.rmnc,ist, 
t - \ \ 

i 
or veterJnarinn of this State. 
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The c-ommis sioner shal 1 fix the chPrges to be made for analyses and 

examinations and shall make rules governing_ the collection and examination 

of samples.• 

All moneys rece,ived for the analyses and examinations of such samples 
I ,·. . - -

shall be paid by the commissioner. to the State Treasurer. 

34. Sµbject to approval by the Governor and the Public Health Council., 

the commiss'.ioner may accept and _administer for the State any grnnt, gift or 

bequest to pe applied, principal or income, or both~ for the purpose 

specified in such gren:t;·, gift or bequest, to the maintenance and use of any 

serv_ice in, 1 or activity of, the department. 

3_5o Subject to approvaJ: by the Public Health Council, the comrrissioner. 

i 
may accept the services of any local or Federrl official or e_gency in such 

manner· and tn such cape cities 

36 o slbject to approval 
I 

as he may deem a.ppropriatea 

by the_ Governo-r and the Public Heal th -Coun-

oil, the commissioner may apply for and accept grants from the Federal 

Government or any officer or agency ~hereof, a:r:id may corrply with the terms 3 

conditions tnct limitations thereof, for any of the purposes of this act • .Any 

moneys so received may be expended by the depsrtment, .s·ubject to aJ:?.y 

limitation imnosed in the grant, to effect any of the purposes of this i - -

! . . 
act, upon w~rrant of the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance on vouchers 

certified of approved by the Commissioner of Hes.1th. 
I 

ARTICLE V 

FUlJCTIONS OF THE DEPARTl\'J.1NT 

. . - . . . 

37 ~ T~e department shall formulate comprehensive policies for the. pro-

motion of public health and the prevention of disease withl_n the Stete. rt 

_ shalI in addlition to other powers and duties vested in it by this act or by 

any other la:w: 

a. 1 Collect, pres,erve" and tabi late al 1 info rrm!ti on required by law ~·· 

in refei"ence to births, marriages, deaths and all vital facts and,shall 

obtain,, collect and presEJrve such information releting to the health of 

the people of the State and to the prevention of disease as may be use.;; 

ful in the discharge of the functions of the. departITBnt; 



!....,-

-

b. Prepare and administer or supervise a Stete-wide program of, 

/ 

health education, prepare and make available to practic:L."'lg physicians 

and loqal boards of heal th in the State technical information concerning 

public health,· co-operate ,lliith the Commissioner of Education in the 

preparation and distribution of heal th bulletins among all the public 

school~ of the State for the purpose of educating children in sanitation 

and hygiene, co-operate with the Commissioner of Educ at ion in the 

pre par st ion of a program of school hea.l th services; 

.c. .:Administer or supe,rvi se .R program of public_ heel th nursing, pre­

scribe the minimum qualifications of all public_h,ealth nurses engaged in 

official pµblic heel th work, and encourage and eid in co-ordinating local 

pubJic health nursing services; 

do_ Encourage, direct. and aid in co--ord:i!neting local prorrems con-

' 
cerning, control of pre1ventable diseases in accordance with ·a unified 

State-wide plan which shall be forrriuleted by the depertinent; 

e 0 Administer or supervise a p_rogrern of meterrtal and child hes-1th 

-'r . ' -

services, encourage and aid in'. co-ordinating local programs concerning 

rneternal. and infant hygiene, and encourage and aid in co-ordirnti.ng 

local programs concerning prenatal an-d post-natsl cere, end may, when 

I requestyd by. a local board of education, supervise the work of school· 

nurses; 
I f.: Administer or supervise a program of dental health, encourage 

and aid in co-ordinating 1 ocal programs concerning dent el heel th; 

go· Estsblish and ffi:'l_intain adequate seriologicol, bacteriological 
: . - -

· and cheil)-ical le.borotories with such expert nssistence and such. facili-r,ies 
I 

as are necessary for routine examinetions ·and arntlyses, and for original 

investigjations and research in mf!tters a,ffecting public health; 

. . h~ I Administer or supervise a progrnm of iridustrial hygiene, en-

courage !the estPblishment of medical, dental, environmental engineeri~g 

and nursing services in all industrial plants in the. State, co-,open,te 

with the State Depprtment of Labor in forrnuleting rules a,nd regulations 

concerning __ industrial snni tr ry conditions; 
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' L Supervise-sanitPry-engineering facilities and projec·ts within 

~- the StEJ.te, authority for: which is now ,or may hereafter be vested by 

law in :the State Department of Health., and ·shall., in the exercis·e of 
·- -

such sJ1pervisiori, make and enforce rules and regulations concerning 
I -

plans a:nd specifications, or either, for the construction, improve-

:rnent, alteration or operation- of all public water supplies~ all public 

bathin_g places, and of sewerage. systems and disposal plants for treat­

ment of; sev,age, 'wastes and other deleterious matter, liq4id, or solid., 

disc~rkect Jntq any of the water;- of the State; require all such 

• • I 

plans a~d_specifications, or either, to fi°rst be.approved by it before 

any work thereunder shal 1: be commenced; inspect all such proj'ects 

d~ri~g the progress thereof and enforce compliance with such approved 
: 1· . 

plans a:qd specif ica:t ions; 

i ' 
j o \. Enforce the State food, drug, and cosmetic laws. and collaborate 

1· 

in the J!~forcement of the_ FedJral Food., Dru.g·, and Cosmetic. Act; 
. : , . - ·. :. I , 

, k. : Keep ~omplete e.nd acc1urate m~nutes of all-hearihgi held before 

the comm~ssioner or any member of the department pursuant to the pro­

·.····, ·ivi-sions bf this act., 

All such.minutes shall be retained-in a permanent record·, and shall be 

available for' public insp_ection -at all times during the office hours of the 

department.,· i 

I 
AR.TICLE VI 

EXAMINA;I'IO"N AND LICEl'JSING OF HEALTH OFFICERS AND INSPECTORS 

-
38~ The -!Public Health Council shall pres_cribe the qualifications of 

health officer:s, s anit1:-ry inspectors and plumbing inspectors., 

I . . 
· As u_sed ih this se.cti on and sections' thirty'-nir1e to forty...:two of this 

act~ "sanitary\ inspector" applie~ to every officer ~ppointed by a local 
- - \ • 6 

boerd ~f health to aid in the enfor~emmt of the.'.sanitary laws of this, 

' ' 

State, or.the rules, _regula~ions and ordinances o.f such lo9al board, except 

health officers, plumbing inspectors and persons performing merely clerical 

dut·ies in tl1e office of the local ~oard., - ~ 

\. 

. New Jersey State Librarv · -
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· 39. The corrnnissioner sho.11 en.use e.xnmino. tions to be conducted in such 

rno.nner o.nd o. t such times a.nd pla.ces o.s he mo.y prescribe, for the purpose 

c__ ' --

of determining the quo.lifico. tions of a.pplica.nts for liconses o.s heo.l th 

offic~;s, ! semi to.ry inspectors o.nd plumbing inspectors. 

40~ Every such exnmina tion shall be in such public he.c.1 th subjects a.s 

the connnissioner sha.11 direct. 

· 41~ · 'fhe commissioner shc.11, in the no.me of the depo.rtment, issue the 

followingiclusses of licenses: 

n., Heul th officer 1 s license; 

b, Sn.nitury inspector1 s license of the first class; 

d. So.nito..ry inspector1 s license cf the second clo.ss; 

d. Suni ta.ry inspector's license of the third clo.ss; 

. ~. Plumbing inspector\ s license"' 

Howe~er, o.ny such license heretofore issued by the Sta.te Depo.rtment of 

Heo..1 th shall, unless suspEmded or revoked in o.ccordnnce with the provisions 

of sectio:ds forty~three o.nd forty-four of this a.ct, remo.in in effect during 

the term the~eof~ 

42: 100.c.h o.pp1ica.nt whos.e exo.mino. tion sha.11 be o.p:proved by the com­

missioner isho.11 r"ecei ve tl;e license. to which his exnmino.tion mo.y entitle him., 

43. l~!ny license issued in o.ccordn.nce with the provisions of this o.rticle 

a.n~ o.ny l+ense of o.ny cla.s~ specified in section forty-one hereof heretofor1c 

is sued by ,the Sto. te Depnrtment of Hec.l th., mny be s'uspended or revoked, in 

the munner provided in section forty"l'four hereof, for o.ny of the follovring 

. co.uses:· ' 

I 
-a):• Violntion of ·ci.p.y of the· proVisio.ns of this net Or ·or o..ny lo.v.r 

· rE;)lo..ti:n,g to public heo.l th; 

b!. Violo. tion of a.ny provisio_n of the Sto.te Sanito.ryCode; 

cl. Violation of any applicable looo.l hea.l th regultl tion or ordinnnce; 
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d·o _For any act or happening occurring ~fter the making of_ applica-, 
I _- :~ont· fo: su_ch license which, if the s~me -had 0occurred prior- to said 

., t;ime · would have prevented the issuance oi such iicense •. 

44a. · pon written chn.rges ii.lleging any such viol,a tion, a.ct or ho.ppening 
. I . .· . ✓-

i 

being fi1$d wi~~h the Public ffeal th Council by the Commis_.sioner or by the local 
I 
I • - . • • 

board of ~~al th within whose territory or jurisdiction such violation, act' 01 

' . '• . 'i -· 

happening' occurred, s~i'd Public Heal th Council. sha.11'. thereu.pon._fix a time anJ · 

place for a hearing -before it ~hereon. Said Public Heal th Council s_ha.li, a.t 
i . • . . ) . . . . . 

lea.st_ ten ;d.ays prior to. such hearing; cause to be served upon tlle licensee.,_· 

· ei th~r pe~sonally 9r- by mailing the same by registered mail addressed to him 
I . I • • • • 

at his- ho~e a:ddress,. o. written Copy of the charges and a written .notice of tho 
I 

::j 

·time· and p\lace of, the_ hel:\ring., 

At t9e hearing the Public Heo.l th Council shall he'a.r q.11 wi triesses and re-·~, 

cei ve all ry~dence ;produced:, and if the charge S, 'a:re found to be true in fact' 

0,11d j1:1-st op.use be shovm., the; Public ·Heal th Council mo.y suspend or revoke· 
I 

. ' 

said license~ 
! 
I •. , 

A' suspension 
I 

or revocation of license shall be ef.fect~d by n .;notice in 
. I . • . . ·. .· .· 

v¢iting of! such· suspens'ion or revo·co.tion, desig:i:).ati:rig the eff°ectivi date 
. i . . -

I , • ~- • 

thereof, a.hd in case of s:uspe:nsion., the term of· such suspension, which notiqe 

. may be .~•i•d up.on the li~ensee perspnally or by .mailing the srune by r.eg;,_ 

tered mail\ad,dressed tohi:rn ~this homec a.dd;e:ss~ 

A coJ?i of sµch notice of suspension or rey.ocati-on of license shall be, 
I 
I 

filed with.,!the local board by. the corcmissioner,·. 

I ·ARTICLE VII 

HEAIUNGS AND INVESTIGATIONS 

45., vf1enever it ic neoesso.ry _for the Department of Heal th to ho1d ·a.ny .· · 
I ,, 

· hearing or to make any investigation, 'under a.hy lnw or rule,. the henri~g. may 

be h&la; or;th:·: examine. tion made by the~:di-rec·tLn of the ccmmissione!~- in 
.. ~ ' . ' . -- . . ! . -. 

•i ; ' ·-· i 
accordance i,ri th such_ rules as he may prescribe. The hearing or in:vestigo.~ · 

I . • . 

tion mn.y be[ bel'ore the commi;ssio:her. or a member of' the department;desig- -

na ted by hii:n. If before o. memper of the dep:o.itm.ent so des~gnn ted,~ f'le shall 

,s·utnd t to<the. commissioner ·the evidence t0;ken 'by him., together with his 

- rec onimendo. ti ons., 

'. 
i 
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. 46 11 l'he ,commissioner and any member of the. depe.rtment authorized for 
I 

such purpo ~e by 

amine witn1~·se-s 
- I 

I --
, the departlf-ent, 

I 

him, may, in any part o-f the State, administer oaths and ex­

under oath ln any matter relating to the powers and· dutil;ls of 

or to the health of the people of the State, or to the- pre-

vent ion of\ disease. Any per son who, havmg been so swori;1, willfully gi_ves 

false testimony. shall be g-µilty of perjury. 

The commissioner may issue subpoenas, s igt+ed by him regu iring :the 

atteng.ancie !of witnesses and the production of books and papers in any part 

of the sta~!e before him, or a member of the department designated by him. 

48, _Apy person who, being served wi~h a subpoena issued purm;ia.nt to 

the p:rovisi~ms of section forty-seven of this act, shall fail to atte__pd or, 
I 

give testimony, unless such testimony imriminate him or subject him to a 

fine or punishment, s11al1 be liable to a penalty of five hundred dollars 

($500.00) f9r each offense, to be recovered i_n-the name;of the State; the 

i 
. penalty,-·when recovered, to be pai_d to the St~te Treasurer., _ 

49 11 T~e Attorney-General shall p~osecut e the action for the recovery 

of the pena~ty prescribed in section forty-eight of this· act when r~quested 

so· to do by \the con1.'nissi9ner, and when, in his judgment,· the facts a11;d the 
• . I..__ . '. 

law warrant 'such prose-cution. 

ARTICLE_ VIII._ 

STATE HEALTH DISTRICTS 

50 0 The commissioner may, subject to approval by the Public Health 

Counci-1, from time. to time establish such health districts. as he may 

. ' 

deem necessary. He shall, subject to th~ provisions of Title 11 of the 
I 

. I 
Revised St8tutes, relating to civil _servi?e, appoint, for each of suc-h 

districts, a ;district Sta~e health officer who shall be a per~on quaiifi ed' 

in public heJith admi~istration •. All -such persons thus appointed shall I . . - . . . . 

be in the cla:ssified service of the civil servi~e of the State; unle-ss 

_ otherwise provided by law. The c ommis sion<;,:r shal 1, subject- t.o appr·oval 

'by the Public Health Council; and within the limits of available appro-

priotions therefor, - fix the compensation 
' 

of each · of _ the di strict 

Stete he_alth officers thus appointed. Each ~istrict State health 

officer,· undei;- the direction of the co~ssioner~ tmd aU:bjectl ·to the ·provisions 
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of the Si:;ate Sanitary Code, shall, in addition to such other duties as may 

be imposeld upOn him by ~the conunissioner,. per.form 

,a,. Keep himself informed as to the work 

depa]rtment within his heal th distri9t; 

the follmving duties: 

of each local health 

b. Aid e(;l..ch local health o.fficer within his heal th district in_ 
,_ 

the performnnce of his duties, and particularly during the prev-ale:nce · 

of any contagious disease; 

le~ Assist each local heal th officer within his health district in 

making an annual llealth survey o:£' the territory within h:1s jurisdiction, 

and in maintaining therein-a continuous sanitary supervision; 

\i,, Ca.11 together the loco.l heal th officers within the district or 

any ·portion of it from t_im,e to time for confer--ence·; · 
I I, 

r,t ... Adjust questions of jurisdiction_aris_ing between local heal th 
I ,~ 

offi~ers within his district, 

f., Study the causes o.f excessive mortality .from rmy disease in· 
. 

any portion. o.f his ,district; 

g., Promote efficient registration of births and deaths,; 

~- Endeavor to enlist_ the co-operation of' ci.11 the organizations 

concerned or interested in public heal th o.ctivi ties within his district., 

I 

in the improvement of public heal th therein; 
I 
I 

:j.,.; Dissemi:na. te information to the general· public in nll matters 

--.... pertaining to public hea.l th; o.nd 

j,, Act as 'the representative of the cormnissioner, and under his 

direqtion, in securing the enforcement within his district -of the provi .. 
I 

sions of the State Sanitary Code and of.the-laws of this State pertain-

ing ~o public henl th. 

ARTICLE IX 

GENERAL 

51, The offices of Perth Amboy Port health officer o.nd deputy Perth. 
\ 

Amboy Port health o.fficet- a.re hereby nbolishe·d. The terms of office of the 

present Pe'rth Amboy Port heal th officer and deputy Perth .A:rrilioy Port heal th 

officer shall expire on the thirti.eth day of June, one thousand nine 

hundred and fori;y .... seven., 
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52, \ The :('unctions., pcwers, duties, records and prop0rty of, the present 

State Department of Health and of the Perth Amboy Port health officer are 
I , , , ·• . 

hereby t}ansferred to and vested in the Sta,te Department of m:a.1 th e~to.b,~ 

lished u*der thi~ a.ct~ to be exercised and used\y it. pursuant to the pro­
! 

visions 7f this act and as otherwisE;J provided by law., 
L 

53.,. The terms of office of all of the members of the present State 
I 

Boa.rd of '.Heo.l th sho.11 ex]:)ire cin· the . thirtieth day of June, one thousand .ni:h0 
I 

l 
hundred a;nd for·ty..,seven;; 

I 
I 

54~- 1The term of office of the prese,:1t State I'irector of Heal th shall ex,N 

. pire on the thirtieth do.y of June, one· thou~and nine h~dr~d o.nd forty-•seven;, 

but he sh;o.11 continue in.office until a Sto.te Commissioner ;f Health is ap-

' 

pointed ·a1nd qualified a.s provided in section three of this acta 

55., ;The functions., powers and duties of the Sta.te Boo.rd of Health and· 

the fu.,.YJ.ct~ons, powers o.nd dut.ios of the present Director of Heal th a.re 
I. . 

' i -

hereby trhnsferred to o.nd vested in -Ehe Sto..te Depnrtment of Health esto.b-
c • ! ' 

i 

lished uni:l.er this a.ct, to. be exercised in o.qcordo.nce with the provisions of 

thi;, act and a.s othervrise provided by law. 

56. The regulo. tions contained_ in the present State So.nito.ry Code sh~11 · 

·. continue ~nth f'u11 force and effect until superseded pursuant to sections 

seven and i eight of this a.ct., 

57 11 411 appropriations available 
I 

and to become available to the present 
' .· 

State Depdrtm'ent of Heal th and all appropriations avai10.ble and to become 
i 

available jto the offices abolished by this act are hereby transferred to the 
: 

State Department of Ifonlth established under this. act~ 
. . 1 

c 5.8, The employees of the present State Department of Heal th, except 

as othenv~se provided in this act, are hereby transferred to the State De­

partment +' Heal th established under this act.• Persons so transferred shall 
I • 
I • • 

be ,assigneld tb such duties as tf1e conunission~r shall deter111ine. 
I 

59. Nothing in this.a.ct shall be construed to deprive any person of any 

right or protection provided ·him by Title 11 of the Revised Statutes or by 

any pensio;1- law or retirement systemo 
' 



• 

.. 

• 

21 

600 The depertment shall be- provided with suitable quarters •,vhich shall 

be sufficient to house all of the bureaus of the department within the same 

buildingo ·. 

I . 

61. V{hene'ver the terms "State Board of Health, 11 11 State Depertment of 
I 

Heal thl! and "Department of Health'' occur or any reference is made to any of 

said terms, in any law, they:, and each of them, shall be deemed to mean or 

refer to the State Department of Heal th as described in. this act.~ The 

Con,mission~r of Health shall, except as may be_ otherwise provided by this 

I 
act,. have all powers conferred and perform all the duties imposed by lo.w upo1:1 

the sh. te Board of Health, or any member, commit tee or officer thereof, in-

eluding the' secretery. · 

62. Whenever the terms "State Director of Health,'' "Perth Amboy.Port· 

health officer" and "depi1ty_Perth Amboy Port health officer" occur or any 

reference ~s:m,'lde to any of said terms, ir1· any law, they, and each of :them, 

shall be deemed to mean or refer to the State Commissioner of Heel th as · 
. ' 

described i_n this act. 

\ 

63. Thi's act shall not affect actions or proceedings, civil or criminal~ 1 

brought by or egainst the State Board of Heclth or the State Department of 

Hee.1th, and. pending on the first day of July, one thous and nine hundred and 

forty-seven, and such actions or proceedings may be prosecuted or defended 

i · in the same: manner and to the same effect by the State Commissioner of Hee.1th 
. ! 

as 'if the foregoing provisions had not taken effect. Nor shall any of the 

foregoing provisjo:qs affect :i.n any manner a.n.y order or recommendation made 

by, or other matters or proceedings be.fore such State Boa'rd of Health or State 

Department [of Heal th, and all such mr:;tters and proceedings pending before such· 

board or depertment on said date shall be continued before the State Com­

missioner o;f Realtho 

64. Section 26:1-1 of the Revised StGtutes is amended to read r:;s follows~ 

26:1-1. .As used in this title [-:J unless otherwise specif°ically 

indi ceted: · 

11 Staty department 11 ', "department of heal th" 1;3,:r1 d "department" mean/J J 
the State Department of Heal th .:["" department of hee 1th of the state of New 

Jersey11 .. J l.. 
c 11 state board" means the stste board of health which is the governing 

head of the department.J 



• 

.. 

22 

11 CoI!llllis_sionortt or 11 Directo.rt1L, ex0or,t in chapter 9 of this title 

26:9-1 et seq,,),7menns the State Cormnissionor of, Health who is the 
. - . ! . . .- - - -•-,''."-----·-------------~--
- i . . - '' ( 

chief adintnistrative officer of the State Department of Health· {:firector of 

- I -
health whc\.is the chief·executive officer 

. . 

of the ste. te board of heal th. 7 ; 
-- -.. _ -

- I . 

11 Courtcil 11 means the Public Heal th Council in the State Department of 

I-foal th; 
i 

_-_ 11 :Sureaun means one of _the -bureaus in the State Department of Heal th1 
I 

11Buf~au directo_r11 means· the director of! one of the bureaus in the 

State Department of Heal th; •· 
.! ' ' : 

11Loc~l board 11 or n1ocal board of heo.l th11 means the board of heal th of' 

'any munic~p~lity or tho boards, bodiE3s ,- or officers in such muni<?_ipali ty 

lawfully e[xercising tiny -of the powers_ of o. 16ca1 boo.rd of heal th under the 

lo.ws governing such murticipo.lity.,, 
. i . 

65::i ~:ho fol_lb~ing __ se_ctions of the Revised Statutes are hereby repeo.lec;I.: 

. Revised St'.o. tutos, sections 26: 2 ... 1 to 26: 2 ... 55; i11clusi ve; 26.: 4-111, 26t4-1}4" 
T 

and 26: 4-115 .-
i _. 

66. This· act is intended to protect the public health in this State and 
I • 

i . . _- . . . -
shall be l~berally · construed. 

67 ~ This act shall -not be construed to deny the right ·of a person, parent 
'\' 

• I ,_, . -- • / , 

.or guardiai1 or custodian to treat or provide treatment for ·himse:j.f or an _ill 
i 
I _) • j _ · 'i . - -. . 

minor in a~cordance with the! religious tenets of any church as is. now or may 

hereafter- :be authorized by other statutes of this State; nor to require any . ! . . . : -·. . -· . 
-I --- . :_ ~ -

such perso:h or E1ny of his minor children to s'.ubmi t to phys;ical examination 
I ' • 

! ".l 

other than as i_s nov, or_ may hereafter- bee required by- other sto. tutes of this 

State; nor- to require any such per-son or any .of hi~ minor phildren to 

submit to c'~nfinement in any hospital or medical institution other tho.n as is-
, · I - ,, -

now or may'hereafter be required ~y other sto.tutes of this State; PROVIDED, 
• I 

AU'fA.YS~ HOWEVER~ that the laws, - rules o.nd reg(1la.tions, J;'elat~ng to com-

, mµnica_bl~ diseases. and - so.ni tary matters are not violuted. " 
. . ! . . . . ·. . .• : .. 

68. This. net sho.11 to.J.:e effect on the first day of July, one thou~o.nd ~ . 

nine· hundred o.nd forty-seven, ex_cept tho. t. any appointment and o.ny confirmation 
, - - - . L 

of any app~intment permitted by this act :may ·fe mo.de pr:_ior to such date. 



STATEMENT 

The purpose of this bill is to consolidate the public heal th activities 

of the State, For this purpose the bill creates a Departme»t of Health 

consisting of a c_ommissioner, a public heal th council and such bureo.us as 

the commissioner may, subject to approval by the Public Heal th Council,·· 

establish.; 

The· functions., powers and duties of the St§.,.te Department of Heal th, 

the State 
1
Board of Health, the State Director of Heal th, the Perth Amboy 

Port Heal th Officer and the Deputy Perth Amboy Port Heal th Officer are 

transferred to the nevr Department of ·neal tho The commissioneJ; will be 

the chief administrative officer of the department. He will be primarily 

charged with the responsibility for administering the heal th ,programs of 

the State~ 

The· Public Heal th Council will advise the commissioner on :matters 

relating to the preservation and impr~vement of public heal th. It will 
I 

also: (1) enact a State Sanitary Code; (2) ·study a,nd investigate public 

health activities in the State; (3) prescribe the qualificati_ons of health -

officer's, sanitary in~pectors and plumbing ,inspectors;· (4) prescribe, on 

the recommendation of the commissioner, (a) who.t are to be considered as 

recognized public heal th activities to be conducted by local heal th 

departments, and (b) minimum standards of performance to be met by su.ch 

departments; (5) hold hearings on charges filed with it to determine 

whether sufficient cause exists to warrant the suspension or· revocation -by 

it. of any license issued by the department to a heal th officer 6 sani :t_ary 

i 
inspector~ or plumbing inspector; and (6) approve or disapprove the 

following; (a) the organization of the department as prescribed by the 

commissioner; (b) the compensation of the directors of the bureaus and other 

person..n.el. of the department as fixed by the commissionerJ (o) the 

commissioner's abolition of any office or position in the department; and 

(d) the acceptance by the commissioner of the se.rvicec; of loce.1 or Federal 

officials or agencies. 

The acceptance and administration by the commissioner of any grant, 

gift or b~quest to the State for public health purposes, as well r:.s the 

accepta11-ce by the commissioner <_)f Federal grants for publici heal th purposes, 
. \ 

will be subject to approval by the Governor and the Public Heal th Council. 



• 

The bill provides for the co-ordination of the. public heal th 

activities 1 of the State in the followi,ng fields: (11 maternal and child 

health services; (2) dental health; (3) public heal th nursing; (4,) 

I 
industria'.l hygiene; (5) sanitary engineering facilities; and (6) laboro.tor;y 

analyses. It also authorizes the commissioner, subject to approval by the 

' 
Public Health Counoil 3 . to establish state health districts to facilitate. 

the integration and co-ordination of local health activitiesa · 

i 
I 

l. 
' 


