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First Laws

: on the highwa,ys would be subject to tho rogulations as previdod in
S ,..?Chapter 223. R | L

'by the ownere fmm,any st.oro t.hat‘ mj.ght

[——

A SKETCH OF THE NEW JERSEY MOTOR VEHICIE DEPARTMENT

CPartl
19061947 -

. Although the first important- Motor Vihicla Law -was passed

' " 4n 1906 there were prior lawa on tho subject of the regulation of

B '_mtar vehicles. The firat law was knovm as Chapter 223 o!‘ the Laws '
‘._-"'-_-A,lcr 1902 and provided tha.t mmicipal.tties hmd the atrbhority to makc
: viordinances for wagona .- ca.rriages and s:hnilar nhicles. . While motor

'{:i .‘ﬁvehicles ‘were not mentioned in: t.ho 1902 1aw, thero was’ a general
,.-,,‘i:“{’nnderatandins at that. tm that a.ny mtor vohiclen that mro“uaed

Liconse platoe. j:j In 1903 a law was enacted providing ror the iasnancc ot
: R : ‘fliccnses tor mtor nhiclos at & feo of ‘l.OO, auoh licensea te bo L

o '-‘"-V.'isaued by tho Secret.ary nf St.at.c. These_li 'mu mref written on - '

'bo‘ cquippod t.o uan - actm

m, platos. Most of t.he licenec pla.toa ‘were obtainad at thst timc

mn t.hs Horaca E. Fine Companf - t.he luding engravom ot thn C:lty
-"‘_’Aai‘ Trontcn. Hr. Fino noticod that railroad pasaea wero made out'. on.
.,,:»cards' and hc cenecivo tho 1dea of having tho rogiatntinn cortiﬁcatoc

shoet of paper. ‘ In 1904 tho rcgis-

‘have a more exhonaive law for thoir regulation, and in 1906, Chapter
the fotmdn&on of our presant Moter Vehiclc Law, wa.a pasaod. ‘As

a matter of fact thero have been only three complete Motor Vehiclo _

L“" namnly, Chapter 1]3 of the Laws ot 1906 Chapter 208 o.t‘ the Laws )
" J'f',of 1921, and Title 39 of the. Rgvisod Statutcs. Chapter 208 of the

-] -.



A ,Agﬂht‘. .

Laws of 1921 was pasesd after a comnittee, which included Commissioner

William L. Dill, had been eppointed to revise the laws Title 39 was

passed in 1937 and was included,in the work of the Revision of Laws
Commission, eppointed to. reviee all of the laws of the State of New Jersey

and place them inte more compact and oonprehenaivo form,’

; Commieeioner; Chapter 113 of the Laws of 1906 was known es”the "Frelinghuysen
"~ Law", having been. introduced by Joseph B. Frelinghuyeen, State Senator from

Someraet Coumty, and later United Statee ‘Senator from New Jersey,. The law

provided that the Seeretany of State should erganize the Department of Moter

_ ’Vehicle Registration and Regulation.‘ The- Secrotery of State was required :

- to provide suitable qunrtere for the Motor Vehicle Departnent and . to approvo‘;

_ liall bille for diebureement of noniee.‘ The Secretery of Stete at that time
| 'p. was. Samuel D. Dickinson ef Jereey City, & very prominent Republioan leader; .

“ i;;; and the Assietant Socretary of State, who beoame ex officio Commieeioner of\;"
""glmotor Vehicles, was . J.B.R. Smith of Trenton, originally from Werren County i

"end also a Republicen. L

Inepectore. ,' The law provided tor ‘the eppointnent by the Secretery of State, of
‘n.”the Chief Inspector and as many inspeetore, not exneeding eoven, as might be .
| necessary in deteeting violationo. The Commieeioner of Motor Vehiclee at

that time received a salary of 31500 per year as Commiseioner of Motor

“Vohiclee, and $3 000 per. year as Aseietnnt Secreta:y of State, making a
'ftotal ealary of $&500., The compeneation for the Chier Inspector was $1500
'-fper.year. The regular Inepectore were paid at the rate of $3.00 per day.

The. Agency eyetem was -pro'vided"for by the 1“ and either the Chief of

r.Police or eny othor proper person could be: designated by the Commieeioner
'4‘of Mbtor Vehicles for the issuing of registrations and licensee and for the

'-_?exnmining of: applioante for licenses to drive motor vehicles. “The fee allowed



such Agent was fixed by the Gommissioner of Mbtor Vehicles, to be retained

from the regietration or license fee paid to the agent. During the first

year, 1906 motor vehicle lieensing agencies were establiahed in Jersey

City, Newark and Camden. Part-time agencies were created at Phillipaburg,
Asbury Park s Ses. Bright. s Freehold, Lakewood, Plai_nfield, Bridgeton, Rahway,
Edgewater, Hackeneack Branchville, Morrist.om, Atlantic City, Ringwood and -

_ Lambertﬁlle .

Revocations - ‘The law further provided that every fegiatration certificate and

_ everyv liceﬁse te drive might be revoked by the conmiaeioner for a violation

of the law or on other . reuonable g unds after due notice in writ.ing and the

greund thereof. |

Pez;sennel. o : The Ch:lef Inapector, appointed by the Secretary of St.a.te s Was
| | A, Edward Johnson ef Jersey City, whe remained at. the head of the Incpecter -
Force frem 1906 to' ‘about 1919. Mr. Johnaen reeigned ‘at that time dnrfmg
_ 'the administration of Comiesioner Wm. Le Dill and he was eucceeded by Mr,
: _,-V'Leater W. Gilbert. or Jersey City, . appointed by Thom lhrt.in who wae Secretary
of State ‘at that tme. ’ o

The lega.l age limit for the- holder of a driver'a licenae was

 -sixteen yeara and the oxamination for drivere was not required until 1913,
when the eystem was inaugurated by Job He Lippincott Comiesioner of Hoter

Vehieles at that time. o
It epea.ke well for the framers of the 1906 law that many . of its

ﬂprovieione: are contained verbatim in the preeent Motor Vehicle Lawe

Most of the credit for the original Motor Vehidle ‘Law in respect

- to ita composition is.due to J .B.R. Smith who was the Assistant* Sedretary

of State at that time.

The first. Inepecter appeinted was George W. Thompson of Somerville y

who was equipped with a mot.orcycle and was employed by the Department until
' his resignation during the administration oi‘ Comissioner Wm. L. Dill, about

' ‘the year 1929.



Among the early appointments of inspectors were those of Anderson
Shinn of Buriington and Dane B, Sawyer of Westwood, Hew Jersey, After many
years of faithful service, Mr. Shinn was killed in an automobile eccident in
1935. James J, Shanley of Eliznbenh succeeded Lester Gilbert as Chief Inspector
and remained in that position until 1938, when he was traneferred and became -
' the Chief of the Testing Division. | _ |
The present Chief Inspectcr is George Ve Zeigler of Trenton, who
| succeeded Mr. Shanley as the head of the Inspector Force. ' |
In. thc report of the Commissioner of Motor Vehiclee for the year .
1906 he states that although the law apecified that seven inspectors could
be appointed, the appropriation was not . sufficient tc pay their expenses and
four inepectcre were appointed without compensation. These inepectcre uere
.gentlemen who were intereeted in the proper use of motor vehicles and the
enforcement of the law.‘ The three remaining inspectore were alloued the statue=.
“"tory fee, namely, 83.00 per dey until December 1,1906 when their: services

were dispenaed with for the Hinter.4.

Reciprocity.ei’ At the tine'the law was criginally paesed‘in 1906;.noinrcvieien
was made for reciprocity for ncn-reeidents. in 1908 a‘laﬁ wes paeeed alloww
v”*:_non»reaidents the use of the New Jereey roads for eight days upen the payment
 of the fee of $1.00. The law was changed later te allow’ non-residente the
'free‘use of the highways for a period of fifteen days in any one calendar
year.n Gradunlly the reciprocitj period was extended to thirty daye; then
.ninety daye and laetly, during the term of Commissioner Hoffman complete
vireciprocity fcr the entire year was provided by an amendment to the 1ew. |
vSpeed,° o 3 o ' L - - :
1906 ‘The firet'legielation on the subject of motor vehicle regulationm
2 etipulated a maximum limit of buenty miles an hour in the open country, and
1eseer ratea for the built~up eection. ' ' '

Commiesioner Smith stressed the importanﬂe of driving at a speed -

neither too slow nor too fast for traffic conditione.




We quote an interesting paragraph from the Commissioner!s report

of that year 1906 as followst

"One of the most flagrant violators of the law that
have come under-our observation was arrested by a
-mounted policeman at Long Branch after a most
desperate race, which resulted in completely tiring
out the policeman's high~bred horse, and the capture
of the transgressor was accomplished only after a
threat of shooting., Yet this violator was acquitted
before the magiatrato, because the policemen was un~- -
willing to swear positively that the vehicle was going
faster than the maximum speed limit, although he did .
swear and proved to at least our eatisfaction that
the car was going at a much greater rate than was
compatible with safety, In this case we had recourse
" to the very efficient provision of our law anthorizing
-the revocation of 1icensoa tor cause,"

-~

Horsess - ’.‘The-abcve'pnrngraph ia;quotcd for ths purpoqe,of.giving én'indiuatim@.

of the imbortlncd of. thu horae after thevuse of motor. vuhicles-becana more
prevalent. As a matter of fact during the first years of Cemmisaionor
Smith's administratien, he was cOnstantly cndeavoring to placaxe the varicus .

| groupa who were opposed to ths use of mnter vehiclgs and ameng those groups

| the farmwru stand out as tha m@at radical. Evidently the horse breeding

' industry feared the rapid dev010pmant of the motor vehiclg and urged that

| _'_t.n.ro be’ restraint to hold down. its- expanaion. o o

_. Again referring to tho subject of inapnctors, it is interesting te _

.('note the growth of the inapector force frcm three inspectera in 1906 to 108 -

- at the present time, l9h7.

'

nRogeipts.' o It ia also 1nteresting to comparo tha following rigurel-:-'

o YEAR  REGISTRATIONS  DRIVERS! ncmrsss | EECEIPTS
C1906 13,759 15269 § 62,233.91
ClM6 1,175,172 0 1,538,270 . 24,819,573.67

Low Humbers., : ‘One-ofithe in%oresting‘featureévﬁhat has. ‘grown with the years is

tho system of issuing low numbers to special applicants. Tha ragietraiion
"l" was originally 1ssued to Mr. Winthrop E. Scarrit, Prssidont of the Automobile
Club of America. ‘Number “l" was later asaigned to Henorable Jamea B. Dill,
Judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals . A '

- 5,r |
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Speecial

- After Judge James B, Dill relinquished number nin, the Commissicner

granted the request of Mr. Fred Kuser and assigne& the number to him, Mr,

‘Kuser was one of the leading citizens of the City of Trenton and was also a

'resideot of New York City. He was appointed as Agent in New York City to
issue New Jersey~regis£rstiona and licenses and he was also appointed as a

special -or honorary inspector.

Inspectors, The position of special inspector became very desirable and in
a short time there was a force of about 100 prominent citizens engaged in
voluntsry enforcement of the law. These special inspectors were alsc assigned

low numbers and it was not until Walter E. Edge became Governor in 1917 |

‘_that Mr. Kuser was obliged to relinquish number "1" to him. After that time

the low number system expsnded until it reached very considerable propertions

at the present days In conneotion with the low numbers, one of the earliest

’ reqpeets was for license numbers to agree with the. year in which the applicanb

‘graduated from college, | For instance, Thomegs N, McCarter, now President of

the Public Servioe Corporation, reqﬁeeted‘license number "88" and still holds
this number at ohe present time, after a lapse of at least thirtyeseven yearss
The iste John Ae Campbeil, President of the-Trenton'Potteries Company and one
of the leading citizens of Trenton, also held number "77" for many yeazs' 1877' :
being the year in which Mr, Campbell graduated from Princeton University.

Comﬁissionere. ‘ Commissioner Smith held the office of Commissioner of Hotor

Vehicles, ex-officio, from 1906 to 1911, His term expired in 1911 and as

'woodrow Wilson, Democrat ‘was then Governor, a Democrat was appointed to

succeed the Secretary of State and the Assistant Secretary of State, who

'_was also the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. Mr. Smith then engaged in the

prectice of law and is an authority on corporation matters, having written

very many valuable books on this subject.

-6 o



David S. Cmﬁer, D;mcmt , of Freehoid; was appbinted to
succe.e(-i-Se,cretary Dickinson and Job H. lippincott, Democrat, of Jersey
City succeeded Mr, J.B.R. Smithe The term of Mr, Lippincott was shortw
lived for the reason that Secretary Cratert died suddenly in April of 1915
“and Mr, Lippincott's term automatically .cn.aed. The Gévg_mor at that time,
James F. Fielder, although a Democrat, did not reappoint Mr. Lippincotta
He did appoint Mr. Wme Lo Dill of Paterson, Mr, Dill had been prominent
in State polities, having been 'engaged in yq.:ious positiona in the State

' Senate as well as govemx;xenfbal positions in his own City of Paterson.
Secretary Crater wa'si succ.'eede‘d by Thomas F. Martin of Union City, Editor

of the Hudson Dispatch and a prominent Democrat.

. Deputy Comnissioner. From 1915 to 1926, Wm. Le Dill was the Commissioner of

~ Motor Vehicles ex‘_officio ; but in 1926 a law was passed which removed
the Department of Motor Vehicles from the:Dop_artmnt of State and gave .
,‘ it a separate ehtity.‘ The new law provided for the appointment of a
Debuty Cdn;missioner, whiéh poeitioh was éﬁren to‘ Art'_hu'r',w._hiagee,’ . .
Bepublicaﬁ, of.Glgsisbom s Glouceste;; County., ' As-CommissiQner Dill
held office for fifteen years, fram 1915 to 1930, many major changes
 and impmvements'_took' place during his sdministration.

Traffic Act; ~ One of the m;t important improvements during the term of
Commissioner'l.ippincott from 1912 to 1915 was the systeh of examinat;ions
for drivers, inaug\irated by him, It might also be Aue'll to mention that
during Comission;r I..:Lppincott.'s term it became necessary to provide

- for a uniform Traffic Act in addit.inn,to a regular Motor Vehicle Law.
 The various municipalities throughout the State had ordinances regulating
traffic which differed troxﬁ each others  For :f;nst.ancé , what would be

lawful in Jersey City would not be lawful in Newark, Commissioner Lippincott



was appeinted on a Committee to study the subject of ‘traﬁ‘i.c regulation.
After an intensive study of the ordinances of all the mmicipalities in
the étate, Commiséioper lippincott drafted the first Traffic Law of New
Jerse&, known as Chapter 156 of the Laws of 1915, Chapter 156 of the
Laws ef 1915 remained in effect until 1928 when Chapter 281 became
effective, Chapter 281, Laws of 1928, was enacted as a result of'the.
‘work. of a apgcial cémnitt.ee‘ appeinted by the Leg:lalatixre to study traffic
conditions. A comparisen of the pmvisions of Chapter 281, Laws of 1928,
with the provisions of Chapter 156 of the Laws of 1915, shows that the new
law includes all of the proﬁsiona of the original traffic law.

When the new traff;l.c law was Maed a Traffic Com_miskion was
appointed and in 1932 the Traffic Comnission was transferred to ‘and ineluded
‘ in the Department of }btor Vehicles- '
| In 1930 Harold Ge Hoffman, Republican, Congressman from New

Jeraey, was appointed by . Govemor Larson as Commissioner of Moter Vehicles

. ‘to succeed Willjam L, Dill whose term had expired. :During Commi ssioner

Hoi;i'man'g term the Bill of Sale Law was introduced and paéaéd, the Finanecial
Reaponsibility Law was amended in such a way as to make it workable, the
law pfoviding for the Comiséionér of Motor Vehicles; to accept service of
pmébas on non-i'esident deféndants was passed, and the law providing for
the licensing nnd regulation of motor vehicle junk yarda wes also passed
- during tho term of Cemissioner Hof fman . ‘
Commissiener Ho;t‘mgn held the eoffice until January 1935 when

he .wasf inaugurated as Governor of New Jgrsey.v .In commenting on .Comissioner
Hoffman's term, it can be truthfully said that this was one of the high-
lights_. of the career of the Depart;lont of Moter Ve,hicles. An innovation

was the Thursday Luncheon Club, held first at the Carterst Club, and later

. at Hotel Hilde\irecht. At these luncheons, lectures were given by various

) ~8-.



Magee,

celebrities and many of these lectures were most interesting and in-
structive. In addition te th&flectur.es s musical talent was fumished_
by étars of rgdio and screen., Among those stars remembered who have
‘since become prominent are Frances Langford, George Murphy, Edward Robinson.
Jay Flippen, and many otheré. Théae entertainments were Séth instructive
| “and 'enjoyab‘le, and along with many other interesting innovations, served
- te Aaffix in the memory of the employees the administration of Commissioner
Harold Ge Hoffman,

‘American Asseciation of Metor Vehicle Administraters,
During Commissioner Dill%s term the Eastern Conference of

Hotof Vehicle Com_mia"sionera was form;d'gnd many interesting meetings were -

. held,

During the term of Commissioner Hoffman the American Asseciatioenm

~ of Moter Vehicle Administrators was organized and an annual meeting is held

- each year which is preoductive of splendid results,

| gﬁ::{ion. } l'l“ho Division of Safety E&ucgtion was inaugurated during .
Comisaianer Hcffmn'_s‘ term. This is néw one of the most important
“divisions of the Depa‘rtment;iand«mainy inﬁeresting ahd effective moving
 pictures promoting Safety Education have been shown through the efforts
of Commissioner Magee. " ‘
Corxmissioner : ' : : o ,
In 1935 Commissioner Hoffman assumed the office of Governor

 and Deputy Commissioner Hégoo; became Acting Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.
" In 1936 the Legislature enacted a law providing that Arthur W, Magee should

be the Cenmiasioner of Motor Vehicles and should be appointed. fer a term
of four years and his successor should be elected by Jeint sessgion of the

legislature, Commissioner Magee wes elescted in 1940 by the joint session

-9 -



of the ngishture and in 1944 he was appointﬁ Connniasioner. of Motor
Vehicles by the Governer, Walto;‘E. Edge, with the cemsent of the Senate,
‘sue'li method of appointment being authorized by a law passed in 1944
W. J, Dearden | | |
Deputy Commissioner. In 1936 when Acting Commissioner Magee was appointed Come
| missi&mr, he aﬁpointod William J. Dearden, Chief Clerk, as Deputy Commissioner.
Mr, Dearden had been connected with this Department sincé 1908 and had.
practica].]j grown up with‘the Departmqnt and was s therefore, fam:liiar
with most of the problems incidental to the administration of the Moter

Vehicle Lawe

Inspection. " During %mmisaioner Magee's term he has furtherod many
inportant projects, among them being the establilhmnt of the Inspection
| of Moter Vehicles, Chapter 269 of the Laws of 1936 provided fer the methed
of the Inspection of moter‘.vehicles and as a result of this law the Depart=-
‘ment ‘noﬁ has the splendid system which is one of the outstanding metheds
of consorvihg lives and promoting safety. There are twenty-oight ine
spéction', stations t.ﬁroughout the State, Each station is managed by a
. superviaor and there is a total of three hundred examiners, whese duty it
is to examino oach motor vehicle that is submitted to the statien for
tqating purpous. The Inspection System comnenced in January, 1938,
and after six ﬁars it is still working splendidly.. Due te gaseline
»rationing"i and’ conairvingpf tires, it was found necessary te reduce the
_numbef :é_f inspections te one inspection per year., With the end of the
‘war and the return to xiomalbcqnditions - twe inspections are required.
| | It. is interesting to nete that the idea of inspectionof
| motor vohicles was favorably promoted during the year 1928. - The “Save
~ =A=Life" Canps.ign was conducted in that year in private garages thi'ough-

out the State, “However, it was not until 1936 that an effective law was

= 10 o



was passed providing for the necessary machinery te pléce ‘the system in operation.
gents. . . The present system of ‘daily deposit by the agents and the
drafting .on‘ th'e'se: deposits by the Department of Hotér Vehicles was instituted
by Co_miséion;x; Iippincott in the year 1913,
| buring the term of Commissioner Magee the agency system has besn
improved. in ma.n&‘ways and many meetings of agents are held at variocus times |
throughoﬁt the State, Imj:e.x't-ant questions are discussed at these meetings
" and there is a spirit of cooperation which can only be ébtained through organ=-
ization., In other words, the agents are now werking in unisen aﬁd each agent
-has the benefit of the experience of other aéents. In this way many impmve-
4-'ment.a ha.ve been ‘made and more effieicnt service has been rendered the public.

G§ner£l Agé;lt. ' The first Géneral Agent appeinted f.o visit the varieus agencies
| "was Mr. William E. Ryan of Trentoﬁ and Paterson. Mr. Ryan had been tha agent
in the City of Trenton and was appointed by Commisaioner Dill te call upon the
various agents and render every assistance possiblc.

. At the close of Commissioner Dill's term, Mr. Ryan was succeeded
by Mr. Paul Case of Asbury Parke  Mr. Case served as General Agent during
Comissioner Hofmm's term and the prescnt General Agent appoint.ed by COmissioner

K _Magee ie Mr. Russell E. Atkinaon of Pitman,

_Hiiringa.' - Special mantion should alno be made of the number of hearingl
conducted during Mr, Commissioner Magee's term, The_power of the Co-niseioner
to revoke drivers! licenses for violation of the law and for all other

reasonable grounds has resulted in a proper respect for law enforcements

‘-]l -




However, even ﬁth the general knowledge that penalties must be meted out
to gross effendoré s it has become necessary te¢ have a scparat_e division fer
the revocation of dt;iver's licenses, Many imbmvenontg have been made in
the sysiom and the "Stop Card" is particularly effective. When a license
is revnked & card is placed imediately in the license record file snd if
'the licensee appliea at an agency at some future date and obtains a license,

he is immediately feund out when his license reeor_d is being filed,

Reveqati@ha..- The system of revoking licenses aft¥r three or more cenvictions

of niajor violations of the law was inaugurated in 1933 during the term of '
Commissioner Hfoman and Comisaionefbr Magee has been most aetiu in c_ontinuing
the system, |
In cenducting this a:ntem it is necessary to have complote coeperatien

by thc revocatien divieion, fines division and financial reaponaibility division,
The :inqu division is in charge o.f the keeping of the rogom of miatrntea*
ropoi-tt of convictions and when there is a report of three. convictions it ic':
the duty of the ?ineu'Division to refer the case to the'Revec;tidn Divisien.
. In this way, a personal check is kept on all drivers wha have beme involved
in. violationa and t.hnugh this system the. licenaed drivers of ch Jersey are
bnow aware of the penalty that will be meted out if thay are hgedleas and- failA
_to observe the lawa: ‘,

’ The mwstigaﬁien of fatal accidents is one of the most h:portmt
festures of law énfercenent. A1l reports of fatal accidents are investigated
by an mspector with a view to finding out whether revocation of the licensu

of the drivera involved in the acdident ia deemed necessary.

Thgro are many other featurea of the Revocation Division which are

| worthy of nerftien, but owing to space, will net be enlarged upon at this time,
Sufﬁ.co to say that the administration 61’ the law under Commissioner Magee is
most complete and the Department is we iell orgmﬁud that every emplay:ee

connected with the Department of Motor Vehicles has an understanding of the



duty that.he i#nrequired to porforﬁ‘in £h9 division te which he or
~ she 1s assigneds | |
The hearingp on questions concerning the revocatibn of
iicanse§ are held before Doputy'C§nmiasionsr Dearden, Chief'Insbectof
Zeigler, Deputy Chief Inspector Millan,.and Supervisor Geerge Schwoebsl
of the Financial Resbonsibility'bivision. A Law was passed which éav§
to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles the powerlﬁo appoiﬁt'deputieaﬁtb

hear these cases,

-Licehse Plates, As outlined in a previous parggfaph, attention was called to
the ﬁanner of obtaining license plﬁtes in the early years of the Department.
In 1908 the law charged the State uith‘the duty of supplying "Identifica-
tion Mafks" N license plates. During tho year 1912 it became necessary

'_té change the:ey;tem and the manufacture of thevplatﬁe was awarded by
~contract to the lowégt bidd;r. }Horace E. Fine of Trenten was the
4;u¢cess£ul biddgr for several yéars and his>uorkmaash1p was of the finest,
Later the eantract ﬁaé awafdod te the Green&uek'Compagy of'Illinﬁii and

~ later to the Quayle Manufacturing Company ot New York. ‘The work of

| fulfilling the cqnt:act became somewhat slipshod and in 1917 Go-nisaiénar
Dill in his annual repert callod‘éttention'to‘thé defective plates that

- had been manufactured for the year 1918 even though the opeéifiaationa
:warﬁ the 'same as thqy'had been for previous years, The workmanship was
defeétive and in 1919 arrghgemanté were made to have the plﬁtes made at
the New Jersey State Prison under the supervision of the Prison Labor
Commission. The adoption of the State Use System was s step in the
right direction and has been continued ﬁntil the present day.

During the year 1943 no ngwlplates were issued owing to war
conditions and the shortage of metals Smail tabs were issued to be
affixed to the license plates and in 1944 the law provided for the display

- 13 -



Drunken

of only one plate, This was necessary owing to the war program for
the conservation of m@tai. During the present year, 1947, th; display
of twe licenss plates has been resumed, |

Sbace will not permit a complete resume of the improvements.

that have taken place from 1906 until the present time.

LAmong the changes worthy of note was the change in procedure
/for trying cases involving the charge of drunken driving, Until the
year 1921, porsoné accused ér driving while under the influence of in- -
toxicating liquor were tried under the Disofderly'Persons Act, In

revising the law Commissioner Dill recommended that this offense sheuld

be tried under the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act and it was in-
corporatgd in Section 14=3 and is now under Section 39:4=50 of the Revised

Statutes,
- The subject of drunken driving has been the theme for many a

'.'ncwt release and report. All of the Commissioners have been troubled

by this seribus violation‘and every. conceivable effert has been made teo

reduce the number of violators.

Compulsory : ' _ ' ' '
Insurance. -+ In 1924 Commissioner Dill was appointed on a committee to

study the question of campﬁlsory insurance and through his efforts a
model bill wes introduced in the legislature but failed to pass. In
1929 the Financial Respensibility Law was passed as a compromise measure.

 This law provided for the filing of insurance after a conviction for a

serious vielation, The law as it was first wiritten was ﬁnuigidy and
unworkable and in 1930 Commissioner Hoffman was successful in having the

law amended in such a way as to make it enforceable.
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Speed, : : . '
1939, It is interesting to note the change in the speed limit

from tﬁenty miles per hour in 1906 .to forty miles pei- hour and forty-five
miles per hour in certain marked zones im 1939, Owing to the conservation

: of gasoline, however, it was necessary, in order t§ aas'iat in the War Program,
to reduce the speed limit to thirty~five miles per hour, which was the law

. until after the close of the war, when the provisions of the 1939 law were

‘again i'csumed.‘“
‘Registration S : 4 - :
Feese : It is also a matter of interest to examine the registration
|  fees, ' The original regisiration fees were $3,00 for vehicles - of less than
30 horaépower and $5,00 for fehicle_g of 30 hersepower and over; _The present
fesas -érc forty cents ‘per hérsepowar for cars of less than 30 horsepower and
fifty cents for cars of 36 horﬁepewer and overe A |
When the commercial vehicle first came into existence the fee
was charged at the same ra'te‘.aa the fee for passenger vehicles, accor@ing te
horsepower, with the proviso that an additional $10,00 should be charged fer
QAll vehicles ov@r A,OOC'pémids. Whenj the law waé revised in 1921 durifxg'
Mr, Dill's"tqhn, the fee was rated according to the gross wgight'ot the |
vehicle and loads ~This echedule ranged from }#l0.00 t0‘399.60 and was in
- effect ‘hunt,‘i‘l- April 1, 1947, when the present (19&7)1 schedule providiné for
- a muimum fee o;t‘ $2044,00 for § vehicle weighing 40,000 pounds was passed,
Complaints,
against local o o ' - : :
officers and judges. Dur:i.n.g the early years of the Department thdre was much dis-
. >satista.cti.,on among -ﬁotorists owing to the so-cailed ””lpﬂed trgpon; The
, | mo#éristg; in fact, were really poraocﬁhed and it was only after the combined
~ efforts of the Automobile Clubs and the Department and t he motorists themselves
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that a time came when a change for the better occurred and it is new
rare to receive a complaint regarding a magistrate or an enforéemgnt
officer. In the course of time with more strict laws enacted relative
to the powers of juttices of the peace, (particularly with reference to
the disposal of fine money) and g better understanding on the part of
arresting officérs,lthe cohplaints relative to ill treatment at the hands
of local officers and magistrates are very few indeed,
County. prefix , '
on plates. As the number of registrations grew, it became necessary to devise
a smaller ragistration plate for diaplay on the moter vehicles. -In 1925,
during Commissioner Dillts term! the system of county prefix on registration
>platol became éffective, thus nakiﬁg the plate more réadable and moré
'easily remembered, The present system is an improvemsnp»over the first

plates that required the county designationse

 Gasoline tax, In 1926 Commissiener Dill recommended a gasoline tax and in 1927

| the two cent per mile gasoline tax becaue effective, A% the game' time

- the law providing'for persoﬁal préperty tax on automobiles was abolished,
‘The enférceﬁznt of the Gaaoline-iax Law was vested in the Department of
Motor Vehicles until 1931, when it became a part of the State Tax Commission.

Excise Tax. "~ In 1927 the Excide Tax Law providing for a tax ef one-half cent per
 mile on‘intebetate buses and_trucks was passed. A few years later the

‘courts:décided that the tax could not apply to commercial vehicles and it
is now in operation only with reapeét to interstate buses.

Social Events, In closing this sketch it is well to mention that there is a
aociaivaide ﬁo»thp‘Depariment as well as a business sides The Agents,
the Inspectors and tbe Exnmiﬁers»all have Associations which bring them in
closer personal relstion and which ére productivé'of much good feeling.

Probably one of the outstanding social events of the Department

was the banquet held in 1933 to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of those
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members of the Department who had attainéd t.went_y—fﬁe years of service
at that time. The affair was held at the‘Newark Af.hiétic Club and was
attended by many distinguished p&sonagén, including Governor Moore, former
Commissieners J.B.R. Smith and Job H. Lippincett, and Dre Messick of the
" Civil Service Commission. The members hcﬁered at _this celebration were
Wme Jo Deggdgn, Chief Clefk, now Deputy Commissioner Anderson Shinn, Deputy
- Chief Inapé;toi; Dane B. Saw&er, Ingpector;John W. Baldwin,Inspector; and
M. Agneﬁ Smith, Administrativé Clerk. The affair was sponesored by a
,,::.‘;"Siiver Anniversary Committee and the_ five honored gqests were reciplents
of many handsome giftse ’ ' \
Ten Year - _
Clube™ = A few years lster the Ten Year Club was orgenized, having as its.
objJect the recognition of ten years of service in the 'Departmont. This Ten
Iear Club hu grown each yéar a.nd serves the very comendable purpose of
""‘l«.t;ringing together. once a year all employees of the Department, At the Spring
- Meeting held in May all members of the Department, whether they have sérved
" ‘ten yeara or not, are eligible, to attend, In this way & a'pirit' of friendship
is promoted and the opportunity is afforded to become acquainted with those
members of the Dcpartment who come from long distances and whe do not have_ the
opportunity of vieiting the Main Office owing to théir many pressing duties,
During the first year of the Department, as stated in a previous
paragreph, there were three full time agencies and fifteen part time agenciea.
The agents, together with the Commissioner and his Secretary and three
File Clerks, the Chief Inspectof and ohe Inspector, comprised a total of
. twer_xty—fi\‘re‘ employees, This is quite a oontrast,"’;.o the number of employees

at the present time, approximating at least seven hundred.

End of Part 1
19479 |
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PART II.
1948~ 19534

Reorganization. : , ' :
. 1948 - 1949 A law was passed during the legislative session of 1948

relating to the reorganization of the'executive and administrative
departments, of the State Government; and establishing a Department
of Law and Pﬁblic Safety as a principal'department in the executive

branch of the State Government,

The principal purpose of this law, Chapter 439 of the laws of
1948, effective on Jenuary 1, 1949, was to carry out the provisions
of Section IV of the Revised Conetitution,'fraﬁed at the Constitutional
Convnntioh, held at Rutgers University in New Brﬁnsuick and completed
on September 10, 1947,

' The new Constitution provided, among other things, that all
administrative departments of the Stat; government and their respective
functions, pouefs and duties should be allocated by law among and ﬁithin
not more than twenty prinel pal departments. |

| The new law designated the Attorney General as the head of the
Department of Law and Public Safgty, and the Divisions established in the
Department of Law and Public Safety were fth,e following: Division of Law;
Division of State Police; Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control; Division
‘of Motor Vahicles; Division of Weights and Measures, and a Division of
Professional Boardse H

At the time the law went into effect on January 1, 1949, Walter
D. Van Riper was the Attorney Genér@l , and Arthur W. Magee was the
Director of the Division of Mobor Vehicles. Subséquently, Theedore

- D Parsons, head of a prominent law firm of Red Bank, New'Jersey, was

appointed by Governor Driséoll to succeed Attorney General Van Riﬁer.



Chapter 264 of the Laws of 1948 also provided for a new court system
which.includes trials of all cases for violations of the Motor Vehicle
Law. The new law also abolished the office of Justice‘of the Peace,
Attorney General- . ‘ :
Counsel to the Department, In the early years of the Department, the Commissioner
© depended for legal advice upon the Attorney General, Among the Attorney
Generals who were frequently consultéd wefe John W. Wescott, Edward L,
Katzenbach, Edaund Wilson, Thomas McCran, William A, Stevens and David
Wilentz,  During the year 1924, Commiseioner Dill wrote to Edwérd
Katzenbach, Attorney General, requesting the Attorney General to detail
an Assistant Attornei General to devote his time exclusively to the |
handling of cases‘involving infractions of the Motor Vehicle and Traffic
Acts, and to represént.the State partieﬁlarly in cases of appeal from
eonvictions of the charge of driving while under the influence of liquor.
Commissioner Dill did express his appreciation for the cooperation of
: Joseph Lanigan and Grover Richman of the Attorney Generalts force of |
assistants, but felt that the situation required a ;ﬁecial assignment
of counsel to represent the Department at all times, |
-', Attorney General Katzenbach accorAinglj assigned James P, Dolan, now
deceased, of Jersey City as special counsel, Judge Dolan served the
Department from 1924 to December, 1927, at which time he resigned,
| He was éucceeded'by Paul C. Supinski of Jersey City who served until
' May 28, 1929. | -
On June 20,1929, Attorney General William A. Stevens‘appointed Geofge M;
Eichler of Hoboken, wﬁo served as speci#l counsel until March 26, 1934,
when he was succeeded by Alexander F. Ormsby of Jersey City.
- Mr, Ornsﬁy was appointéd by Attorney General David Wilentz on March 26,

/1934, and resigned on February 7, 1940s
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Traffic Buregu

Transfers

Joseph Lanigan and Harry Whlsh of the Attorney General's staff were'

also assigned in 1933 to assist in. taking care of the lagal business

- incident to the work of the Dopartment.

On February 8, 1940, Louis Ms Mallin of Atlantic City was appointed by
Attorney Generai Bavid T.lﬁilentz, as special counsel to the Departmént
to take the place ‘of Alexander Ormsby.

Louis M. Mallin was succeeded by Lawrence L. Crispin of Wbodbuny, appeinted
by Attorney General Van Riper.  In 1946 Mr. Crispin relinquished the
'position, owing to the pressure of other duties in Gloucester County.
Mr, Crispin was succeeded Sy John J. Kitchen of Woodbury, who is the
Assistant Attorney General assigned to the Division of Motor Vehicles

at the present time,

Mention should also be made of the very able assistance rendered #o;mhe
'Departmnni»by John Bfuther of Trenton, Assistant A&torney General, later
_appointed.to the Difision of Reviéion of Laws, from which posiﬁion he

resigned to devote his pnfire time to pri%ate law practive,
Executive Ofder 31, dated November 30; 1951, removed from the

Division of Mbtor.Vehicleé funétiona performed by the Bureau of Traffic

».Engineering and the Bureau of SafotyVEducation'and transferred them inte

‘a Division of Traffic Safety within the Department of Law and Public Safety.
The actual'change-over took place on January l; 1952, with Armeld
Vey, as Director of the Division of Traffic Safety, and leo Welch as

Deputy Director.

Truck fees. Reference is made in Part I to the increase in fees for commercial

‘vehicle registrations.

In 1950, the schedule of fees for commercial vehicles @as again

gménded by Chapter 1k2,.'high increased the fees from a minimum of $10,00

to a maximum of $240400s



Revenue.' In Part I, the figures for drivers' licenses, registrations

and Revenue were given for 1906 and 1946. Following are the figures

for 1952.
Year ~ Registrations Drivers'! lLicenses Receipts
1952 ‘ 1,811,417 2,082,770 46,507,087.45

Director Arthur - B
W. Magee., . ‘After the appointment of Arthur W. Magee by Governor Walter E. Edge

in 1944, his term continued as Commissioner until January 1,1949, when the
title was changed té Director, Difiéion of Motor Vehicles, Department of
Law and Public Safety. | '

The law under whieh Mr. Magee was appointed, Chapter 44 of the Laws
1944, provided for a tenm of four years, but speeified that the Commissioner
should be continued in office after the expiration of his term until his

. successor should be appointed and qualified,

The new law, providing for the Division of Motor Vehicles under the.
Depértment of Law and Public Safety, further provided that the Director of
the Division of ﬂbtor Vehicles shall be appointed by the Governor, with the
advice and consent of the Senate, and shall serve during the term of office
of the Governor appointing him and unt;l the director's successor 18 appointed
and has qualifieds |

‘Mr. Magee continued in office until the month of May, 1950, whenm
quérnor Driécoll appointed Martin J, Ferber of River Edge, Bergen County,
as Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles, and appointed Mr, Magee as
Traffic Consultant New Jersey Turnpike Authority.

Mr. Magee had served for twenty-four years with the Departmgnt

'haiing been first appointed as Deputy Commi ssioner in 1926, as Acting
Commissioner in 1935, when Commissiomer Hoffman sssumed the office of
Governor; and as Commissioner in 1936. His appointment in 1936 was brought



| about by an Act of the Legislature, Chapter 24 of the Laws of 1936, Prior
to that time, the law provided for an appointment by joint session of the
legislature, It seemed to be.imposeible to obtain a joint session;

" consequently, the law was passed making possibie Mr, Mageet's appointment,

by naming him in the lawe

" General Agent. In Part I, reference ié made to the General Agent, When Mﬁrtin
_J.AFerbgr became the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles, he named
George J, Steussing of River Edge as General Agent, who continued in the
position after the.resigﬁaﬁion of Director Ferber .
Director Martin C -
J. Ferber Mr. Ferber assumed the office of Director on May 23, 1950,
| The exercises Qonhécted with his taking the oath of office were held at
the Administration Building, Hackensack, after which a reception was held
‘and a luncheon given for his many friends and well-wishers. During his
‘term, Chapter 4 of Title 39, dealing with traffic regulations, wﬁé:anended
to a very considerable extent - one of the principal changes being the
new speea limits - 50 miles per hour maximum and twenty-five ﬁiles per
" hour in the buidteup sections. He also advocated a threeeyear driving
license, and a five year license plate, with inserts for each year fpllouiﬁg
the original isaﬁancg of the plate;
. | 'Mr.,Ferber's tern was ahoft, = May 23, 1950 to October 1, 1951,
He.resigned as Diréctof on Ocbober first, 1951, after which hiscandidacy for
the pqsitionlo£'3heriff in Bergen County was announced. He was successful
- 4n winning the election and hoﬁ holds the office of Shériff.
Director William . . . '
Je Dgarden. _ In apcbrdance with the law's provisions, the Deputy Commissioner ,
William J, Deardeﬁ)became Acting Commissioner upon the resignation of Mr,
Ferber. Mr, Dearden remsined Acting Commissioner from October 1,1951, |



until December 5, 1952, when he was sworn in as Direcﬁor, bhaving been

appointed by Governor Driscoll, with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Mr. Deardents appointment as head of the Division of Motor Vehicles

culminated a long éories ofiadvancements from his first appointment in 1908

at the age of fifteen years, as méssenger.“ In the course of the years, he

advanced éteadily as he gradually beoame preficient ih the duties of each

position assigned to him by Commiseioners Smith, Lippincott, and Dill.

His particular specialty at that time centered in the Bookkeeping and .

Auditing work, ineluding supervision of the Agents' accounts; as well as

the accounts incident to the administration of the main of fice,

status
Ouing to his responsible Poeidion- in the Auditing Division, he

was in a key position to-be considered for the position of Chief Clerk,

" which became vacant in the year 1923, Commissioner Dilleaﬁpointed Mre

Dearden to fill the vacancy which was caused by the resignation of Ee.

- Raymond Glover of Trenten, the Chief Clerk at that time, who had succeeded

the first Chief Clerk, Otto Dahl of Jersey City.
When JArthur W, Magee, the first Deputy Gommissioner, became

’_'Commissioner, Mr. Deardan was appointed as Deputy Commissioner, and Re -

_ *Sp.e.d.
23, which provided for two soeod limits; twanty-five miles an hour when

.Earle Leonard, Assistant GChief Clerk, succeeded Mr, Dearden as Chief Clerk.

In 1951, the speed limit was changed by the enactment of Chapter

passing a echool sone during recess or while children are going to or leawing

';oohoolAduring opening or closing hours; twenty~five miles an hour in any

_'bnéinose or residence district; fifty mileq'an hour in all other locations.

" Drunken

drivings . An important change in the penalty for conviction of the charge of

driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquor occurred in 1952,
owing to the enactment of Chapter 286, which changed the penalty for a second

conviction from'permanent forfeiture of driver's license to a forfefture of




“r

: of the driverts license for a period of ten years from the date of the

second convieiion. .Application for restoration will be considered by"
the Director after ten years have elapsed, and evidence and recommendations
submitted in behalf of the applicant, tending to show that restoration of

his license would be safe and advisable.

Point.System. ‘As sﬁated iﬁ Part I? the "habitual violatbp" program was started
in 1933. Thie program previded for citing a driver“for_a hearingto show
cause why his driver's license should not be reveked,-after his third con=-
-viction for violation of the law. |

The #Point System", effeceive on July 1, 1952, during the term of
William Je Dearden, succeeded the "Habitual Vio;ator" progrem. The Point
System provides for a seale of.poinﬁs to be charged agaihat‘drivere who have
' been convicted of moving violations of the motor vehicle and tfaffic.law.
Parking Qiolatione do not carry points; neither does a’cohviction
for a commercial vehicle overload, since thie 1s a violation of the owner
rather than the drivers 4
A driver amassing twelve or more pointa, uithin a three year period
dating from a violatioq occurring after July 1, 1952, makes the motorist :
'subject to a heafing before the Director on a rule to show cause why hie.
driving privilege should not be revoked. 4 .
: The Point System’ has been very aatisfactory and is a great con-
‘ tributing factor toward curbing the tendency of many drivers to be thoughte

less and not as safety conscious as the circumstances require.

Regietration plates; ' _
- inserts, In 1952, it was decided to continue the 1952 registration plates

- for the following year, and if possible, for a total of five years, provided

- the plates remain in good condition,  The five year plan was first discussed
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during the term of Mr. Ferber, and put into effect b& Mr. Dearden, who
. prepared a bill for the Legislature, autherizing the use of inserts to be
attgched to the 1952 liwense plates for succeeding years. These inserts are issued
when the registration is renewed yearly, and inscribed on the inserts in
numersals is the year in wﬁich the regist:atioﬁ is renewed., The insert system

results in a saving of time and money for the manufacture of the new plates

eaéh~yéar, thus resulting in conserving valuable metal.

Special Inspectors. The number of special or honerary inspectors appeinted since
1906 by the various Commissioners finally reached the point where a change in
the systam-became neceasary and desirable. The system had been found to be

unsatisfactory, principally ewing to tthe speeial inspoctors net being in uniferm

)

when making arreats or enfercing the law en the highways, and also to their net bein]

‘ willing or in a position te appear as complainants before magistrates at the
~ time set for the hearings ‘in which théy were the complainanﬁs.- The special
inspectors' badges werei;hereford recalled by Commissioner Magee, .and ne new

appointmenta have been made since that time,

Driver training L , s . o ' :
~schools, . Chapter 216 of the Laws of 1951 provided for the licensing and

regulAtion ;f dfiiervtrainingnschools. 'Thg:regulétion of these.schools is
under thé aupérvision of Geque W. Zeiglér, Chief Inspecter. Investigations
~ are m;de‘undor his directipn by the inschtors, whe inspect the driver
k training scheels and maintain strict supervision over the instructers.
~eméloycd by the driving schools. L

Anxomobiie‘ '
rece tracks. During the year 1952 a new responsibility was given to the

Inspecter Force - the administration of the law- ‘requiring the licensing and

‘ regulation of automobilg race tracks. As a.result of the Divisien's activity,
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both spectator and participant safety at these automoblle race tracks was

greatly improved,

Accident Prevention Cliniec. This clinic opened on October l; 1952, and was designed
principally for the exxmination, physically and psychologically, of traffic law
_vielation repeaters. With financial assistance from the Automobile Association
of New Jersey, and technical aid from the Center for Safety.&ducation of New
York Universlty, the clinic is operated at 152 West State Street, Trenton, by
motor vehicle inspectors specially trained for this worke.

Security-aesponeibility , ‘ ‘
~Lawe - The: 1952 Session of the Legielature passed the Security-
Responslbility Law,’ effective on April 1, 1953 This law repeeled the Financial
Responaibility Law, Chapter 6 of Tltle 39 This pew law. is a substitute for the
Financial Responsibility Law, which it repeals. _

- Based upon the findings of a joint legislative comnittee appointed in 1950 to
study the subject the 1952 Legislature enacted five separate laws, popularly
identified by the follouing titles: |

 Motor Vehicle Securityhﬁesponsibility Law

- Unsetisfied Claim and Judgment Fund Law

- Motor Vehicle Liability Security Fund Law
Accident Report Law -
, Assessment of Expeneea Lawe

Tbe above laws are not all effective immediately, and the Director has had
literature: and circulars prepared for distribution to the public, in order
'that there may be an understanding of the provisions and the purposes of
the laws - the principal object being the payment of claims and judgments
resulting from motor vehicle accidenta when the motorist reeponeible for the

accident fails to compensate his or her victims,through inaurance or cash

settlement,



Commissioners and Directors, Since 1906 until the present time, December

31, 1953, the temms of the Commissioners have been substantially as follows:
J. B. R. Smith, 6 years; Job H. Lippincott, 3 years; William L, Dill, 15 years:

Harold G. Hoffmén, 5 yearé: Arthur W, Hqgee, 15 years ( one year as Acting

" Director); Martin J. Ferber, l} years; William Je Dearden, 2 years ( one year

William

as Acting Director);A—-a total of.h7 years,

ZOf the Commissioners aboyé liated,‘tuo died during the year 1952, and one

during the year 1953.

L, Dill. The mény_friehds of Judg.~D&;1, including particularly>those

~ who were in the Department during the yéars of his administration were

‘sorry to hear of his death in February, 1952, When he took office in 1915,

the Department of Motor Vehicles was still in its early stages, and it:fell

"~ to the lot 6f Mr. Dill to inaugurate many new sysﬁems and inititate movements

looking toward an improvement in administration which would result in greater

gsafety on the highways, more revgnue,'andAbetter working conditions in the

main office and at the various agencies,

-lIn 1928,'Mr5;Dill was nominated for Gévernor on the quocratic
ticket during the same year that'Alffed Ee Smith ran»fbr.Presidgnt of the
United States. Althopgh Mre Dill carried many more votes in New Jersey than
the Presidential candidate en'thé samé ticket, he lost the election to‘Mqrgan

" Larson .of. Perth Amboy, Republican.

After the expiration of Mr. Dill's term as Commissioner in 1930,

. he .was aucceeded by Harold 6. Hof fman , (then Congreeaman from New Jersey),

:fand he was later appointed as & lay Judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals.

He again entered the race for Governor in 1934, and wes defeated by

. the Republican candidate, Harold G Hoffman. He continued as Judge of the

Court of Errors and Appeals for several years until his retirement, and after

a short but severe illness, died at his home in Patersons
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He will be long remembered for his unusual and outstanding personality,
and he is eadly missed by his many friends and his fine femily.

Job.H. Iippincott, ' Mre Lippincott's term was very short - from 1912 to 1915, =

* but in those years he gave evidgnoe'of remarkable aoility and initiative,

_ After leaving the Deparﬁmont,.ha was comnected with Warren Brothers Company,
road builders; ond later, at the time of his death in 1952, he was associated
with Georgo We Bfowster and Son, Conﬁractora,'of Hackensack, New Jersey; |
After a severe illness of many weeks, he died in Sumnit, New Jersey, in 1952.
The employees who were associated with him during his brief term as Commissioner

- remember him particularly for his driving power and enthusiasm for his jobe
" In the course of the years after lsaving ths Departmont it was

necessary for him to come to Trenten for business reasona, and he rreqnently

stopped gt the office to renew hia friendship with his old'friends in the

| Department. -

Jay Be R Smith.  After the close of ‘his tom in 1912, Mr. Smith entered into the
practice of law at Newark, and in 1918 became editor of the Corporation Hanual,
-and later was Ed;tor-in~0hief of_the several publications of the Unitod States
Corporation‘Coﬁpany,iiocétod in New York City. <Ho-ias a130‘assooiated with
-the Selective Rlaks Companies, under the management of his brother, D. L. B.
Smith of. Branchville.

After his brothors's death, he becamo President of the Selected
',ﬁisk Coﬁoanies, and served for a-ahort time , when he was appointed Chairman of
_the Board, whieh position he occupied until his death. |
' Mr. Smith suffered a pnralytic stroke, and died at his home in Summit,'.
on,kygost 31, 1953. There are only a very few membars of the Department who
remember ‘him alsj Commissioner, but he was quit.'é a familiar figure in the office,
as he froquenily #isitod the Staféuﬂouee4on his bosinéss trips to Trenton, and
often stopped at the main office to chot with his foiends in the office of the |
Secretary of State (across the hall), and with his former secretary, Miss Agnes

Smith, and the present Director, William Je Dearden, who also remembers him
as his first "boss",



WORLD WAR II/ Supplement to Part I. It would net be fitting to close
this sketch without drawing attention te the hereoic service rendered te our
country by the ysung men emplofses of the Department of Moter Vehicles. The
record shows one hundred and fifty-five men in the military service, - and

‘fsad te relate - five of these men falled to return.. Three who met their deaths
: while in the service of their Government during the war had been employed in
~ our Auditing Division - James Roe, Rocco Pagano, and Alvin MeMinn, One,
Edward J. Nugent was an inspector, and one an agent, H. Deuglss Wahl of Summit.
The Department has slso suffered the lsss of many popular and efficient
. young men md womes employees, - amosg them being James J. Shanley, former
Chief Inspscter and'Chiof e£~the‘Testing Division at the time of ﬁis‘seath
in 1?51, asd also 5ernard'Er O'Keefe, our Chief Audiser, and an emplejee of

_'manyVyégrs-service,‘she died in 1952.

J Reergsnisaﬁios,. In July, 1953, the reorgasizstion of the supervisery‘level ef the
| Dirision of Motor Vehicles went into sffect. | | o
-On. September 15, 1953, nctice was sent to all Bureau heads that from henceforth,
":the Division of Motor Vehlcles is divided into three bureaus, and that groups former
known as bureaus will hereafter be known as sections. : ' A
',The bureans, the assistant directors in charge and the sectiens assigned te
: eaeh, are as. follews. '
_LBUREAU OF CONTROLS Albert Rhodes, Assistant Director. Administration, Personnel
- Fiscal and Budgot, Property, Printing, Security Responsibility, Hearingsa;nd |
,Driver Inprovensnt.

i riiBUREAU OF REGULATIONS, R. Earle Leonard, Assistant Director: Agent. Subervision,
' ‘ Auditing and Acceuntlng, Central Records, .Informatlon, Certlficase of Ownership,
‘:’;Doalers and Bus Excise. o | | , |

| ZBURLAU OF ENFORCEMENT,' George W. Zeigler,vAssistant‘Director; Read Patrol,
'In?estigations,ibriﬁer Examinations,l Vehicle Testing, Driver Schools, Race Tracks
and Junk Yards. - | |
11.



: William J Brennan, Chief, Acceuntlng Sectlon,

. John. A Ba.k;y, Supervisor, Magistrates' Fines Section, |
'Josoph Avanzato, Prlnting Section, . | ”

i‘ﬂThomas Mayer, Contral Agency, |

rAnn Lauria, Payroll and Personnel Sectian,

,TJohn Boka, Informntion Section;

The titles farmerly held by ﬁhe Assistant Directors were as follows:
R. Earle Leonard, Chief Clerk; George W. Zeigler, Chief Inspector;
Albert Rhédes,‘Pﬁblic:Relatiéns issistant
Following is a list of the Section Chiefs:

| LElliott F. Daniels, Chief, Moter Vehicle Inapection Sectionj :
AGeorge B. Sohwoebel, Chief, Security-Reaponsibility Saction;

'l‘w1lliam c. Brennan, Superviser, Certificate of Ounership Sectimn;

Willian J. Mill-n, Supervisor, Driver Inprovement Section,

Gertrude Smlth Supervisor, Record Section, .




