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Governor Phil Murphy

Press Pool Coverage: Governor Murphy
Joins AFSCME President Lee Saunders as
He Recieves COVID-19 Booster Shot

PRINT:
TRENTON - Governor Phil Murphy lent his support to national public employee leader, Lee Saunders,
president of American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) who received his
COVID-19 booster shot at the Henry J. Austin Health Clinic in Trenton on Thursday morning.

The event was aimed at encouraging those who are eligible to follow suit for the extra layer of protection
against the virus.

Though Saunders did give a gleeful “ouch” when he got the Moderna shot from Kimberly Allen, L.P.N., he
assured the group gathered that he didn’t feel any pain.

As with the other two vaccine doses, Saunders needed to wait at the center for 15 minutes for monitoring to
ensure that he did not experience any immediate side effects of the booster.

Mercer County Executive Brian Hughes was initially only planning on attending the event.

However, when he was told that the Center had the Moderna booster available he quickly pulled out his
COVID vaccination card and rolled up his sleeve to get his shot while he was there.

Hughes credited Governor Murphy and the Department of Health for their hard work saying it “wouldn’t have
been possible to get the vaccines to as many people” without their help.

He also noted that residents in the City of Trenton were initially only getting vaccinated at a 45 percent.  Then
the State stepped up efforts which increased the community’s vaccine rate to more than 71 percent. 

Throughout Mercer County, Hugh said, the vaccine rate of residents over the age of 18 who are fully
vaccinated is now 83 percent.

Murphy himself did not get his Pfizer booster shot since he is not yet eligible under the CDC guidelines that
suggest it should be taken six months after the second vaccine dose.

Under Saunders, AFSCME represents more than 1.4 million workers nationwide including nurses, corrections
officers, child care providers, and sanitation workers. 

Elizabeth Meyers
Editor, TAPintoHamilton/Robbinsville   


Back
to top

https://translate.google.com/
https://nj.gov/subscribe/
https://nj.gov/search/


3/16/23, 10:30 AM Office of the Governor | Press Pool Coverage: Governor Murphy Joins AFSCME President Lee Saunders as He Recieves COVI…

https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20211028c.shtml 2/4

PHOTOS
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tkpriacvv0xbslp/AAAH4OsaCWG2Yv9i-yW7H5MIa?dl=0
(https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tkpriacvv0xbslp/AAAH4OsaCWG2Yv9i-yW7H5MIa?dl=0)
Rich Hundley
The Trentonian

VIDEO
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/29qlfhkwlb03tzh/AACij5YpcUiJuwj7rigLl5Pua?dl=0
(https://www.dropbox.com/sh/29qlfhkwlb03tzh/AACij5YpcUiJuwj7rigLl5Pua?dl=0)
Edwin Torres
Governor's Office 
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