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PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER 

DANIEL COXE, 

THE FATHER OF FREEMASONRY IN 

AMERICA. 

Daniel Coxe, afterwards Colonel in 
command of all the force& in West Jerse; 
(by appointment of I~ord Corn bury, the 
first Royal Governor), Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Oourtof New Jersey, and the 
Provincial Grand ~Iaster of Masons in the 
Provinces of New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania, was born in London shortly 
before August 31, 1673, on which date his 
baptism is registered in St. BotoJph's 
Church, Aldersgate.* He was the son of 
Dr. Daniel Ooxe, of London, the pbysi. 

* 7 PennsJlit'ania Magazine of History and
Bio(l't"aphy, :126. 
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certainly began in 1731 (since its regular 
Lodge Ledger is still extant, covering all 
the Lodge transactions from 1731 to 1738, 
the book being carefully preserved in the 
Library of the Historical Society of Penn­
sylvania)-the conclusion is irresistible 
tbat this Lodge must have been "law­
fully warranted and duly constituted" 
by Provincial Grand Master Coxe, whose 
appointment as Provincial Grand Master 
was formally acknowledged within nine 
montbs tbereafter by the Grand Lodgtl of 
EnglaIld, when R. W. Bro. Coxe, during 
a stay in London, visited that Grand 
Lodgtl on January 29, 1731, when its 
record states that his health was drank 
.. as Provincial Grand Master of North 
America "-tbat is to say, tbe only 
Grand Master in North America-as he 
tben was. 

Bro. Lane, in bis "Masonic Records," 
says (it may be with judgment) concern­
ing the Lodge No. 79, which tb~ Dublin 
Freemason's Companion of 1735 locates 
at" The Hoop, in Water street, in Pbila­
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delphia," between Lodges warranted in 
the year 1781, that this Lodge, No. 79, 
was •• wa'r7'anted for America, but prob­
ably the warrarlt was never used," Ad­
mitted that the Grand Lodge of England 
granted a warrant in 1730-31 for Lodge 
No. 79 at Philadelphia, anrl that the war­
rant never was used, this corroborates the 
assertion of Bro. Henry Bell. in bls letter 
of November 17, 1754, to Bro. Dr. Thos. 
Cadwalader, which reads as follows: 

Once in the fall of 1730 we formed a 

deSign of obtaining' a chart~r for a regular 

Lodge, and made application to the Grand 

~odgeofEngla?ldfor one, but before rt'ceiv­
109 It we beard that Daniel Coxe, of New 

Jersey, had heen appointed by that Grand 

Lodge as Provincial Grand Master of 

~ew York, New Jersey and Pen lJ sylva­

n~a. We tbt-refore made application to 

hIm, and our reque~t was granted. 


Bro. Lana thus becomes a witness in 
8~pport of the Bell letter, and a capittll 
WItness, too. The truth fears no honest 
witness. 

The circumstantial evid,mce referred 
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to above would be enough on which to 
hang a man-and certainly should prove, 
to the satisfaction of anyone except a 
Masonic skeptic or an incorrigible Ma­
sonic non-affili!>te, that the St. John's 
Lodge Philadelphia. of 1730-31, was at 
first ;arranted by the Grand Lodge of 
England, and afterwards was warranted 
by Provincial Grand Master Coxe. 

Pennsylvania Masons are not the only 
ones who are thoroughly persuaded 
that St. John's Lodge, Philadelphia was 
lawfully warranted. Our scholarly Bro. 
Wm. James H ughan, probably b~ com­
mon consent the highest Masolllc au­
thority in the world, bas written: 

Tile Lodge at Philadelphia was doubt­
less WARRANTED as well as CONSTI­
TUTED in the latter part of the year 
1730 or in other words nearly three years
befo~e any other Lodge bas betl~ proved 
to be ill existence on the contment of 
Amerira,* 

* .. Early History and Const!tutlons of Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylva nia ," xxIIi. 
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P.G.M. Bro. William S. WhiLehead, of 
New Jersey, in his" Historical Sketch of 
Masonry in New Jersey," says, referring 
to Bro. Dr. Franklin's having been active 
in Freemasonry in Philadelphia, in 1734: 

We think, however, from such infor­
mation as we possess, and in the absence 
or any positive eVidence to the contrary, 
that it may be safely interred from the 
circumstances of the case that Benjamin 
Franklin was made a Mason under the 
autho'rity contained in the Deputation to 
D aniel Ooxe above recited.* 

Bro. John G. Barker, Librarian of 
the Grand Lodge of New York, in his 
"Early H istory of Masonry in New 
York," says: 

Late deVelopments, through the per­
sistent efforts of the Brethren of Penn­
sylvania, clearly demonstrate the exercise 
of the powers granted to B1·O. Ooxe under 
the proviSions of his " Deputation," * * 
While. in our opinion, there is suiJlcient 
proof, so tar as relates to Pennsylvania, 
we have as yet no evidence that conclu­
-Hough 'S "Origin ot Masonry in NewJer_

sey," x. 
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